






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































IH 

II 

ll8 

227b 

228a 

THB•BfO JANAM.SAKHI 

there ·they 'heard that Nanak the Muter had died. 
They galloped [in] from that place [on· their) horses and 
when they arrived they saw that Baba had [indeed] 
died. "For the sake of God the Creator;" they pleaded, 
"(we] beseech you to die only after you have spoken [to us] 
for four gharlS.e'Je 

Baba [Nanak] the Creator sat up. "Speak I" be said. 
"What do you [want tol say 7 You 11sked for four gharlS· 
Had you asked for four watches840 then I should have lived 
for four watches (more}. If for four days,. for four months, 
for four years-if you had asked for four aeons (yuga) then 
I should have lived for four aeons. Speak I Say what you 
[want to] say." 

Siri Chand spoke. "You have bestowed (your] royal 
authority upon an ignorant Khatri.141 What will happen 
to us 7" 

."It waa not 1 who bestowed [authority upon him]," 
replied Baba [Nahak]. " lt was inscri6ed npon. his forehead. 
[God] bestowed (it}." 

"We used to ride upon a mares and wear fine clothes,'' 
said Siri Chand, "We used to receive from many 
sources and from many sources we used to obtain food. 
Now what shall we do ?" 

"You will have even finer clothes than those you hlve 
bad in the past," answered Baba [Nttnak]. "You will ride 
upon Iraqi mares and.you will eat good food. Entertain 
no anxiety in your mind. In the future tbere will be a wide 
dispersion of tbe Guru's teachings [and so of your fame 
nnd honour]. Whatever you ask to eat you will receive and 
you will be accorded [great] respect. " 

"Deliver us into someone'& carc,'•eu said Siri Chand. 
"I deliver you to the One who is perfect in all things." 

replied Baba [Nanak] . "To whom else should 1 entrust 
you. I entrust you to Him who created the world. [Even] 
the d.ogs which belong to gurus and pirs eat [as much as 
they want]-and you a re the sons (of the Guru]. After I 
[die]," added Baba [t-lanak], "do not perform the 
(customary] ceremonies." 

At this the chaudharis said, "Sir, they will (have to) live 

tstghnrf : twenty-four minutes. Four periods of twenty-four minutes. 
UOTwelve boura. 
tctQuru Angad. . 
tUThe rtference is to tbe common custom whereby a dying person commends bis 

children (regardless of age) to someone's care, normally tbat of an elder brother if 
one is surviving. 

I 
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in the world [aoo people] will sJiea~ ill of them [if they do 
not perform tbe' cet:emonies]." · 

"Do as you please;" rui~ered · Baba tNanakJ, "but do 
not weep (and wai~]." 

Having mad~ th~~ pronouncements Baba [Nanak] died 
•(agafn1 Siri Chand, Lakhmi Das, and · the chaudharis 
removed their turbans, [but] Sidharan, coming from behind, 
threw his turban on the ground an<! cried, ·"I neither 
raised a famiJy .nor let myself tak-e up [gainful) employment. 
I laid . waste my home [in. order , that l mlgbt serve him] 
and no~ my service bas been rendered fruitless. 1 have 
gained nothing." · · • 

228b Baba [Nana}c~ sat up.again . . "Gall ·bfm," he said, "and 
ask whether '[.am to be blamed or bel' ·Sidbaran was 
summoned and Baba [Nanak) ··said, "Sidbaran; you will 
not meet me in heaven if you tell a lie. 1 said, .'Sidharan, 
I am willing [to listen). What is·[your) request 9' And for 
what did you ask ?" 

"Sir, I asked that my kuram who was· imprisoned in 
Agra might be set free." 

Thrice Baba (Nanak had] said " I am willing (to listen]. 
What is (Your) request ?" And thrice [he bad replied] "let 
[my) kuram be set free." Baba [Nanak] sa.id, "Fo what 
do you want to ask now? [Wby are you] calling me [in 
this manner] ?" Baba [Nanak. thcnl died O!lCC again. 

They picked up Baba [Nanak's funeral) eq~ipment and set 
off (towards the be/ti]. Muslims,8•s' •however, stopped them 
and began to argue with the Hindusa..~ · (In the meantime] 
a chaudhari had met Baba [Nanak] proceeding along the 
road. When this chaudbari ar rived [at the bela] he found 

229a that there was a great uproar. "Why this fuss?" be asked. 

'"turkt. 

When they told him (what had happened] he assured them 
that he bad seen Baba [Nanak] riding in a palanquin at a 
place [further along the road]. 

[This prompted them] to remove the [winding-) sheet, 
whereupon they discovered that there was nothing in it I 
Then all were dumbfounded and began to return, each to 
his own home. [Some of them] took up Baba [Nanak's] 
chaddars and other articles, and carrying them.[io the site 
of tbe funeral pyre] they laid them down. And what 
should they discover there&-4° but Baba [Nanak) sitting 

•••Their dis put~ presumably concerns the co=ct method of disposing of Baba 
Nanak'a COJ'J)84. Cf. Pur JS, p: 114. GNSR, pp. 50-SI. 

U'Tbis is a free translation of tbe word }anJJ, lit. •as it wore' or •u one mlght aay' . 
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cro~s-l~gg~d ~n!1hC: ~uneral-pyxe· l t • : . 

· When tho fire ha? .:5u~~i4ed . tho1 po,ng~~gat!qn of Sikhs 
.. retut:Jled home.· Eoiir ,'armed . watchmen <wer.e on guard. 

· Nigli't fell and 
1

th~- 'rou~ g·4ards ~ere ~itting . <;m the four 
si~e~ (of the pyre]. }Vhon- ha!f .. tho nigh.t ·had ~assed the 

. music censor. an.d ~JlDY_, (oth.er] articles lb~gan.to] emit a 
229b, sw~t: aroii}.a. A .,diyine frl\grance hung· ' in · the ' air and 

.. . there 1 reyorbera~ed .. the unearthly ; cadence of falling 
waters, (with] the strains of all manner of JllUSical instru­

: ment. B.aba [~analc] Goq [HimseliJ7.arose from his cross­
.. . l~gg~4. pos.ture, 1fl\'rayed _in , garments1 o(- fine . cloth and 

bearing a !ikka940 on his forehead·. '.'I:ho. watchmen started 
up, jqined lhoir· pal!lls Lin revere,at . torroJ;], .. and fell at his 

J~;e~. A. _~;ign ,was._giv,~;~ to them t;hat,~hey .should arise and 
~ ~t th~t.~om~nt a . V(i,?d , ~egan ,to•b)pw . .. 'Jhe ~air of Baba 
.. ll'l'M.Sk's] .beard sl}ipllDO{ed as it..waye_9 [ip the :bz:~eze] . For 

fqll! hqur~1Gur~~!lba ·[N!!qak) . remained ~itting the~e; for 
four hours the music resounded and the .fragrJUlCe rssued 
forth. , Then Guru Baba (~anak] mounted (aloft],847 

proceeded to the court [of God, and there] took his seat. 
When day dawned the watchmen returned home. The 

people (from the village] set out [for the place of burning 
t<;> gather Baba .Nanak's .remains], for none knew that of 
the wonder that had been performed . When they set out 
(to go] there Mata Choni said, "Sidharan (myJ. son, keep 

230a one cif the Master's teeth, for I want to wear it as an 
~~:mulct around my neck.94a 

They took there the articles required for [the ceremonies 
of) the fourth [day following decease. and] when they 
refiched tht; place of bu.rning they, ~prinkled .it with milk.040 

·'YheQ, however, theY,looked j n the [re~nants of the] funeral 
, py,re_,.[tho,y fo~d) •no. r~mains [from.Baba Nanak's body]. 

! i • aTbrO~!-Bh·all th!: 1 c~arre<k ;;vood tP,ey . searched, ~t.hrough all 
of] the funeral pyre,

1 
put there were no remains. They took 

oaos:e note 35. · A tikk! rhay be ap~lied;as part.Ofan invest iture ce~mony, the occa­
sion ·in this inst~ce being that of Baba·Nanak's ascent to unconfined divinity. 

" 7Tbe text implies that be mounted a conveyance of some kind, but does not indi­
cate what manner of con.voyance Jhe narratqr had in mind. 

u~A Jrag~el;lt of a corpse "?'Y 1 ~ .wo':'l as amt,~lct in the belief that it.will impart 
to the wea~er the qup.l/tf9s and th,e powers of the deceased. Yf· Ccoo~e, The Popu· 
far Religion anii Folk·lore of Northern India (London, 1896), vol. ii, p. 38. 

DltOn the fourth day following a crc;nation the relatives of the deC6llsed return to 
collect the phul (lit. 'Dowen', charred remnants of the corpse which arc left after 
the burning). These are sprinkled with milk and subsequently transported to a 
sacred river where tbey are scattered on the flowil)g water. Puojabi Hindus nor-
mally visit Hatdwat foi tbls pllrp<)se. . 

I 
J 

.• 



·,~1 ,·L ~:~h~.~5~p.r~k~qj': .. ~g~~~iJ.~!t ¥J.:\?ii"~lJ8~;ihe flowing 
' 'r ;· . ;, watw·!~i.;;~L_!>e~~ ,t~ ·l.m.~td!s>f . ( , .fiiought that 

everything must• ha'l!e J;e~n .'l.Ol\S:ibii~~ ,..kY, 9iPrRl· None 
~, 1• ; 1i) k!l~~·at~~:w!?~.~~r 1B~?.1-bee~~:Pe:~'Nlll~5\ J~~:..tpat in fact 

nothin~.!Ja!h~!l tl<?~S~~J-: !. ':'?i l:::a ;':.tt"'M 1? 
,:: : · , :JJ ~p.r1J18)Qt~~Jj ~MeP• ! ~Jhsl:PS. .l!eefli . <I~ of the light 

- half.of _m~~~ !l!.~'!t!J ~!}J;f'},s!f.~He .th9d'W.l ~tpv.tt 159~,8~' 
Baba Nanak passed away m Kartarpur. · ''r~e sakhi 1s 
finished I May [the scribe's] errors J?e pardoned. The 
Guru's words are knOl'lll..to..the Guru alone1 

[Tbisjanam-] sakbi was completed· on Friday, the third 
day of the light half of [the month of] Bbadon, Samvat 

230b 1790. &1!2 It was written by one who is bumble, contemptible, 
degradeq,ee3 the slave and servant of the sangat ; and it 
offers testimony to the bumble submission of Daia Ram 
AbroJ.85' The sangat is the Court of the Sul'reme Guru 
and speaks as His voice.9G0 In your midst abides the 
Supreme Guru and if any favour be asked of you, [the 
sangat],· it can be granted. The greatest of all gifts and 
favours ' is the divine N11me with the joy which it imparts, 
and it is by your benevolence that the Guru dwells in our 
remembrance. . So rejoice I Use your tongues and say 
'Praise to the Guru I' Again, with one accord, repeat 'Praise 
to the Guru !' · With spirit raptured again repeat •Praise to 
the Guru I' and your voice will reach to Heaven.9150 Say 
[and repeat] •Praise to the Guru I' · 

Whoever utters [and repeats] 'Praise to the Guru I' shall 
231a obtain as his reward a revelation [of God]. He shall obtain 

salvation. For him the cycle of birth and death shall cease. 
They who are beloved of the Lord Guru, they upon whom 
the Lord Guru bas mercy, they who are accepted by the 
Lord Guru, they who are blessed by the Lord Guru, they 
who dwel~ in the court [of God], they who do wondrous 
good [to others], they who love Thy true Word-[with radi­
ance] their faces shine. They who look upon one who knows 
the divine Word will call to remembrance the Guru. They 

esosec note 922. 
151sammat 1595 ... asQ &udf 10, correspOnding to Thunday, 3rd October, A.D. JS38. 
161sammal1790 mltr bhlldho sudr 3, corresponding to Friday, 31st August, A.D. 1733. 
158/akfr lraklr pur-taksfr. · 
15'Thc copyist thus identifies himself. The note subsequently added to folio 84b 

further identifies him as 'tbe son of Dasvandbi'. Sec Introduction, p. 20. The name 
•Daia' 14 usually spelt •Daya'. 

155jaban (zaban) : lit. •tongue'. . 
ISSsaclr kha~¢: 'the Abode of T ruth'; the Climll.L !?f, l.h.e _ sQ\II's~ ~~PL·l9,Ci<l,~; ~;·; 

heaven. GNSR, p. 224. .~."c;; . . .......... ....... .. \S' •. • . ....... ....... "" ..... ~. .... 
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who flay~ fo,un? J!h~' diy.ine Word] are ~y friendg, for 
tlir6ut"h tll~m rttY tlrl<fmta:ndHrg rs pt~raeU of error. 
Le~ this testify tb tlle hombfe submission of Bhai Sangu 

· Ma~ wllo lflt$ scroght [tlie Guru'sJ aid and must assuredly 
t'eceive it. ltejoice ! Stretch forth Thy band to this slave 

. of Nanak and hold him ever in Thy kce'pi~. 
Praise to the .<luru I Ofozy ~to tl!e 'Guru, to the mighty 

Maker and Doer of aH things, &aba Nllnakji ! 

. :..... ~ . 

' ~ .. .. 
'"'i« Introduction, p. 20 and nolo 176. 
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8-Y THB.ORACB ~FOOD, i'H£'I'R:UB GURU· 

The table of contents of the volume is ~ocorded [below JUt : 
I. The first sakh I [I a J 
2 . A. dl,&course li~ld wi~b the teacher [2b] 
7. (Baba NanakJ we~t tQ graze the buffaloes [7a] 
9. [Saba Nanak] slept un<fer a tree [9a] 

15. A discour~ held with tbe physician [14b] 
17. A ~hi set ill Sultappur [l4b] 
28. Departure for the wilderness [24b] 
33. Diawunc w[&ll M:othet ~ F~thet [28a) : 
37. A <ijacour~beld \'lit.b Sh4h Abdul Rahman (~a] 
40. A sakhi (des?ribing an onqounter]"'\llith a monster "[35a] 
41. A' lakhJ ['desQ[iblng an ' encounter} with Bhola the 

Robber E3f:iaJ • •• · • 
44. A .Ubi f!iescribing an eneounter] w.ith Kaiiyug [39a] 
'!8· A sa.k.bi [relati.og a di9¢ourse] with a Siklr [43a] 
51. A sakhi cooccming the Meoea mosque. (where a dis-

course) waa bold wl!h a. mullah [46b] 
53. A dit>coune with Shah Rukaodl ' [48a) 
56. A discourse with Rattan Haji [5 1 a] 
57. A discourse with Sheikh Brah~ (S2b] 
66. Baba [Nimak] visited Said pur Saroe (61 b) 
?4. A aakhi (rdadng ~ diacourse] held with a karori [70a] 
76. Baba [Nanak] coomleiiced a course or austerities [72n] 
83. Baba. [Nanak] jl vlsltcd t!le,Jand ruled by women [78a] 
86. A dlsCourae bold 'with. tbe Siddhs [&Ia] · 
94. Guru All$ad [i~] made a Si.kh [89a] 

100. A sakhi concerning Mula the Khatri [95al. 
102. Baba [Nanak] commenced a course of austerit ies [97b) 
106. Baba (Naoak] com~enced a devotional discipline 

(.rel'd) [lOla] 
· Ill. A sakhi [relating a discourse] with Ajitta Randhava 

· [106a] 
117. Baba [Nanak] ji visited Achal (112a] 
123. The voice [of God] came to Baba [Nanak] ji (118b] 

127. Baba [Nanak)ji_ vis,ited the Land of Unbelievers [122b] 
133. Batia [Nanak] ji vi~ited Mecca [128a] 
136. A discourse with Bhagat Kabir (13la] 

nalbo folio nambera atvco ln. tho )ell margin are the.priginal Ourmukhl numbcn 
as recorded In the tatk ar4 (table of contents) by the B40 copyist. The correspOn­
ding Anlbic numbers (which do not appear In th.t taikarrl) arc alvon lo bra<:kets 
at the end of each eatry. Fora c!escrtptioo el the two I;)'StC!IU of !lllaiaatlon. see 
~Mrodwctioa, pp. 4-6. · 

tGtrbJs entry has been reccrded twice In tbc tatkard. 
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138.t:rh! pj§.C_O,Il{S'g;wN!l~~i:¥JnR.li.ha~( t33b) 
I 54. Baba [Nanak] ji visited .Kabul J I 49b] · ~'· 

· ~· · ':t's6Y' :Ba6a l~h~l j~~ffi~]ii~?q_~'krJ.ifi.~tjlnt [I Sla] 
J 58. .Daba [Nanak] ii ,visi~ 11- ~r.t!linJ cqunt,:y [ 153a] 

r. _ _I s~L J~a~1rffii!la'kl·~:t.~f~?,k'~i!·~:(I'54~J 
•• .1! 6~7 ~~~fa JNab'ak] J~~·-~e~ 'the. hiylg .<;>f ~he ~at hans 

l'"• •• ll . • • . (. ~. ~ .... ' ~ -•-c. . ·'· [158b] 
t17L !iBab1i.:{Nanui1i visTte<P~oofhei-cOufitry· ·J· I66bJ • 
174. Baba [Nmiak]':jfVisi"ted tlitoo\lhtry & aJ ther raja · 
.'• (.i ~ !.:J e~,r.,-:,, · ·· :.:!1 ;; ·, : 1 ,;~ q~:. . ·· ::: [1 69a] 
1 7~. &''}3abw{'b(ariak] ji .vtsito.d /an,ptbetlcc>).itrtry· '· tt '10a] ·· 

~ .. ~':) W7 .: '·A! tsakhio l{reriltfng:· a '·.diseot.lrse)'> Held· y with Ajitta 
r · .. : ... l~:trm r.;Rand~ava:J [J!l2a] · i · :,.,·~ ' · )". i.:~: A .1..::. 

? ·}: ·. : ·: .. 18\ ... ":Bjtba'(Nantk].ji 'bsit'ed ACtiai.: [lq6A') · ii' 
228b 184. A sakhi [relating a ( thS<!oiJl't;ef -b'eld with Uttam 
( $'b1p) · ::,il ' · r!B!mi!d4riland, Su1taria'.<luja't i (J;1~.a-1 .!>il 

r · • }. B1t " 'Dabs. '(Nanak]ji Visit~ iH rva;teti·at~ ·ft s:aij· . 
-~- !. ~'' IB~.ot Ba~[Naruik]ji i~i,siicd GUjtllt·!:fl18<ta] .!~ d i~~ 

190. ~ SaJc:hi1describitig arl eb1:owter~-Witn' robbers [IBSbf; 
193. ~~~,ilkiU ~lati'ng iaiscoul%e] 'htSld!.with a' 'Jand-owner 

r •• 

' •• \ :: ~ • ' ' ,.. r - :• k • ' [1 88b] 
200: .:..i. dispour·s~r.heJ.d;?Yjth 'Sb.ab Sha1'a(. ,p 951\l. 
203. · A-sakhi [relatilfg' a: discourse] ·.held ·'With a' Sikh [I 98a] 
205. :A: sakhi:[ytbioh:relates]· a· <lis~ussion ;con.Cerniog [true] 

renunciation [7-.00b] .· ... _ . , • _ . . . 
208. ·A .dis.course. lield. with q~t.alilin~th.· [2034}: 
210 . . A sakhi [!'.elating a 'discou!le] ·held ':With Gltru Angad 

· . . · . ~· · · ; . ·· ::; .: ~ [205a] 
214. A sakhi [relating] anoiher [discourse] held with Guru 

Angad [209b] . 
·:.2~91 :~a_qlh [l'f.!l~~l.U:.bJ!~~d!:il?--!.4~] · :;c:~ .~: 1 

221. · A sakhi [describing] the ~.q~ oV!~~ [Nanak] 
1 : :·'~A d::-.; t..<Wc..:>..~:; :.;r h · :: : i::.: -~ :'. . ; : ; [216a]aoo 

,. ... . iJ ! . .:. ::-:! ' 0 

• .. u. c: ~- .'): 
o \o! , . 
0 _ _ , 

.. . ·_; ; : r . . : ~ . . . . . . : . . ~ . . .. . - ~. ' 
:" • • .. 0 ... , ::. • ; · : ••• • -: ~- ·' : _! 

\-:.::..-. ·.) 

r : .,· -::• "i ! :_:. .' ... :, ~ •: ·::- .. \ .::J 
t611J'he following two sakba have been omitted from tbe tatkar4. In tach case tbe 

title 'used below Ia the o·nougiven :in tl!~ t~t:11 1 the. concJu~i9n. o! tbo-:prt:cedirlg :.: ~ 
sakbi. · · ·,. _j s .. ., ·. ' · .: • • ' ! ·~j · •. · .~ : : · .• 
· 76 A'vlalf to tho J'llgrimago.cc.ntn:a, [72b) . . · :: · : c ' '> 
. : 219 A talcbl ·conCCIII.ins&biJ[lllanak.Hhd~Ma.rdtula .I?J4b],:: :c. i. :··. : ·: ;; 

The reason for the omission was evidently the fact that bQtb; .~a.kh,iJ : :I4clt . 1.11!f 
usual accompanying IUustration. .' • · · • · · · .. · · - · · ·· .. · "-;: l 
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- APPENDIX . ' 

ll/ustrati~n~ in the B4,0 Manuscript ..... '·· · ~ 

For a note on the difference between ciwmukhi and Arabic pagina­
tion see the Introduction, pp. 4-6: An obverse/ reverse discord between 
the two systems {as, for example, in t.he cS'se :or illustrations 4 and 8) 
indicates that the folio has- been reveisi'd arter thc 'Gurmukhi folio­
numbers had been entered out before the late'r Arabi~ ' numbers had 
been added. s:~e p. 2.. 

Description Folio numbers 
Arabic Gurmukhi 

1. Kalu introduces Nanak to'hls teacher 2a 
2. Nanak sleeps while his unattended· 

buffaloes trespa's 6b 
3. Rai Bular observes Nanak sleeping 

beneath a tree 8b 
4. The physician examines Nanak 14a 
5. Baba Nan'ak and Mardana depart for the 

• • • J •• , • 

wilderness 24a 
6. Baba Nanak converses with his parents 28b 
7 . Baba Nanak in discourse with Shah , 

Abdul Rahman 31 b 
8. The monster prepares his cauldron in 

order to boil Baba Nanak 34a 
9. Bhola the Robber a.:costs Daba Na nak 36b 

10. Kaliyug greets Baba Nanak 38b 
11 . A poor Sikh greets Baba Nanak 43b 
12. Baba Nanak sleeping in the Mecca mosque 

is observed by an outraged mullah 46a 
13. Baba Nanak in discourse with 

Shab Rukandin 47b 
14. Baba Nanak in discourse with Rattan Haji 50b 
15. Baba Nanak and Sheikh Braham 52b 
16. Baba Nanak and Mardana watch Pathans 

dancing outside Saidpur 6la 
17. The proud karori bows before Baba Nanak 69b 
18. Baba Nanak, walking between two mounds, 

performs his devotional disc.ipline 71 b 
19. Mardana transformed into a rMJ}: Baba 

Nanak confronts five women '6f Strt Dei 77b 

2a 

6b 

lib 
14b 

28a 
32b 

36b 

39b 
4 la 
43b 
48a 

51 a 

52b 
55b 
57 a 

66a 
73b .(2) 

75b 

82b 
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Description Folio numbers 
Arabic Gurmukhl 

20. Baba Nanak and Mardaoa approach Siddhs 
on Mount Sumeru BOb 85b ,, 21. Lihana proceeding on pilgrimage with 
fellow-pilgrims 88b 93b 

I .f~r;.:·t1hNJ-llJa~~ a fellow-pilgrim prostrate 
I 1 ... .. 1\ · ;- 1 ~~~IY!e!y~s .b,~fore ~aba Nann~ , , .. 89b 94a 

il .. B~ba Nanak in tho company of Mardana -
', '.-: ; :~M ,two a,s~~lic~ sp~aks ,with .~h·e 'wife of . 

1_ ,. 
2
_,M!JI.ll, the ,KhatrL 1 .• .. •• 94b . 99b 

24: Baba ~a'nak, seated in his cell, listens 
to klrtan 97a 102a 

25; ·: ~aea Naoak, seated in his cell , chants 
•. 111 !t~e prai~~-~f the divine Name lOOb IOSb 
· ,. [Note : ~e cell is different from no. 24) 

26. 1: 'Baba Naiak and Ajitta Rao<i.ifava' (1) .. 105b IIOb 
27. _Baba Nan~ with Siddhs beside the 

" Achal tink (I) 112b 117a 
28 . . Baba Nanak in act of supplication' liSa 123a 
29. ~ B1ba Nan'ak and the Raj a of Mundfak 

Des 122a 127a 
30. Baba Nanak and the Mecca pilgrims 127a 132b 
31. · Baba Narrak and Kabir 130b 135b 
32. ' B'iba Nan~k and Ruja Sivt1ot1bh (I) 133a 138a 
33. .Baba Naof!.k and Raja Sivanabh's 

I gardener ' 140b 145b 
34. _Baba Nanak with Raja Sivanabh's 
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GLOSSARY 

Many of the terms listed below have been defined at greater length 
in footnotes to t he English t ranslation. Numbers given in parentheses 
at the end of individual entries indicate the footnotes which should be 
consulted for extended definitions or examples of usage. 
ifdi Granth : the Guru Granth Sahib, sacred scripture of the Sikhs. 
4des: Adesh ! Hail ! The characteristic salutation of the Kanphat 

yogis. ( 432) 
ak : the shru~ Calatropls gigantea, known for its poisonous berries. 

(348) 
amrit : the nectar of immortality. 
ifratl Sohilll: a selection of hymns from the Adi Granth sung by devout 

Sikhs immediately before retiring at night, and also a t funerals. 
(492) 

at!apadl : a hymn of eight (occasionally more) stanzas. 
ifsil (Asvin) : the seventh month of the lunar year. 
alit : Hindu ascetic. 
avadhut : Hindu ascetic; yogi . 
Bllbll : •Father', a term of respec t applied to holy men. (5) 
bairtJgl : Hindu renunciant. (333) 
bll'!l (vlli'JI) : speech; the utterances of the Gurus ond bhagats (q. v.) 

recorded in the Adi Gr3nth. (132) 
Bed!: a Khatri got (q.v.). (6} 
BeltJ: uncultivated land near human habitation. (911) 
Bhttdon (Bhiidrnn}: I he sixth month of the lunnr )'Car . 
blwgat (bhakta) : devotee; worshipper of a personal Gvd. t)9) 
B/riJI: 'Brother', a title applied to Sikhs of learning or piety. (376) 
bhang : cannabis. 
Bra} (Braj-bhlltll) the language of the Vrindahan/Mathura area. 
burqtJ : the garment worn by Muslim women, covering the head and 

reaching almost to the feet. 
chtJdar, chaddar : a length of cloth used either as a garment or as a 

bed-covering. (794) 
chaudharl: village headman. (926) 
chauktJ : cooking-area. (203) 
Cho'!IJ: a Khatri got (q.v.). (458) 
darbtJr : durbar; royal court; royal audience or place of audience. 
darsan : view, vision; audience with a person of regal or spiritual 

stature; the blessing imparted by an audience with a person o r 
exalted spiritual stature. (781) 
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Dasam Granth : ' the Rook of the Tenth [Guru]', a collection of writings 
attributed to Guru G o bind Singh. See ESC, pp. 79-81. 

dharam s/1111: in early Sikh usage a room or building used fo r devotional 
singing and prayer; gurdwara (q.v.). (~40) 

dharma, dharam : the appropriate moral and religious obligations 
attached to any particular status in Hindu society. 

dhotl : cloth worn around the waist, passed between legs, and tucked 
in at rear. (79 5), 

Digombar: a Jain of the Digamber ('space-clad', naked) sect. (331) 
Dom Dum : a depressed caste of Muslim genealogists and musicians, 

also called Mirasis. (73, 126) 
faqlr : 'poor man', Muslim ascetic; loosely used to designate non-muslim 

as well as Muslim renunciants. (369, 515) 
ghor1 : a period of twenty-four min utes. ( 138) 
ghazal : love-poem or love-song. 
gill : clarified bu tter. 
gof!, gOf!l : discourse. 
got (gotra) : •sub-caste' , exogamous caste grouping within the endoga-

mous z/11 orjtJti (q.v.). 
grahasti: •householder', married man living with his family. (332, 397) 
gurdu/Jr/1 , gurdwara : Sikh temple. 
Gurmukh1: the script used for writing Punjabi. 
Mjr : a Muslim who has made the pilgrimage to Mecca or who is in 

the process of doiug so. 

hold/: 'lawful', in accordance with Muslim prescription. (94) 
har/Jm: •unlawful', proscribed by Muslim law. (258) 
haJha-yoga : •yoga of force', a variety of yoga requiri ng physical 

postures and processes· of great difficulty. (41 0) 
haumai: self, self-centred ness. (389) 
janam-sakhl : hagi,>graphic narrat ive, esp. l'f Guru 1\:an:tl... 
Jaf: an agrarian caste with strong milit<trY traditions, dominant in 

rural Punj ab. 

jtJti (Pbi. zdt) : endogamous caste grouping. 
kalimll : the Muslim confession of faith. (95) 
Kaliyug, Ka/iyuga: the fourth and last of the cosmic ages (yuga}; the 

age of degeneracy. ( 187) 

-K6nphal : 'split-car'; sect of yogis, followers of Gor~khnath .and 
practitioners of hatha-yoga (q.v.), so-called because of their pierced 
ears in which rings are worn. Cf. N11th . 

karma : destiny, fate of an individual, generated in accordance with 
t he deeds performed in his present and past existences. 

karorl : a high -ranking revenue collector of the Mughal period. (336). 
kathll : oral commentary on sacred scriptures ; narrating of pious 

anecdotes; homily. (195) 
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Khd/s4 ; tbt: Sikt. O«!et 'Of brotbe'rllood in~tituted by Guru G obfnd 
Singh in 1699. 

khaiJI{4h ~a Sufi mo~ry. 
Kho(l Dolt : the language of the Delhi 11rea. 
Kham : a mercandle casu:, partkularly ftnportant in t he Punjab. 
Khuda: God (Mu,li.n tisqe,. · · 
klrta11 : the singing of devptional so~. (-1"95) · ' 
k~s, koh tkrosa) : a linear measure varying from tne to two m!ies in 

dilf~rent parts o f hJ11ia.. lu tb'e i'uhjab it has generally . oee'n 'com~ 
puted as the oqUiVIl~t of olie i nd 'a h-alf mi'les. (3't6) ' · 

kuram : the relationship subsisting be\ween the fathers of a fuarries! 
couple. A ~nsbaml~ fa ttier (s the •kuram of't'h'e hu%ahd's fat~r­
in-l aw and vice versa. {936) 

lango!·band : celibate asa:M.c. (.4'16) 
Iota : a small metal vessel. 
maha-purokh, maha pumkh : a perso n of exalted insight, o~ posse5smg 

divine wisdom and p owers. (359) 
mqn (17l011a&) : mfnd,• heart,--sou1\ pt~e'. ~29) 
manjl : a small string-bed ; seat cf spiritual aut+Jori ty. (S·U, '549) 
mantra ~ a verse, ~!tie, <M)Ttl or sy11ab,e of, parti'C:-iftar re1igi'ous 

import, in some cases belic:ved to possess magical qua lities. 
mtita: mother . (458) · 
mau/ana :-a learned Muslim. 
mound : a unit of weight. (745) 
mayd : (in Vedant) cosmic iHusion ; (in Sant 1md Sl4<h usage' the cor­

ruptible and corrupting world, Wltb :all 1ts s~res, ~eb:te<'l <to \nan 
as perpl&nent and incorwptible and 5o m'llsqu~:~rading as u ltimate 
truth. I n S3nt nod Sikh us3ge the term has strong moral oveMonc~ 
3nd is frequen tly symbc.: l:zed by iunc itnd ""n~cn . 

mihorllb : the oiohe iir m osque ._,b-ich indicates the .qiblah tviz. the 
· fl.it~f!on of.,lthh K a'ba11 ·in tA~• and thu-s the dlreorioo wbkh 

Muslims should face when praying). (215) 
m~llah: a teacher of the law ami ~~tr-iru:s ·of .!·siam. 
muqadam : village headman. (9ZS) 
murul : discipl,e ~f a. ~fi pic ( q:v. ). '(S£5) 
ntim: the divine Name, the expression of the illature .and ·bcil'lf! tl1f God 

in terms ~o~t~preqensiple ~-,the J,uman'vnckatan4ins. {.S~ 
nllm s1mar~n : ropeati~ t'~o d jvi'ne N~IJUl pf Qod ; ~di~-tNlg ofl-God. 
namllz : Muslim prayer, csp., the ,P.ryscrlbe4 c:lilily pra~e£6. 
Ndnak-panthl : a disciple of Guru N,anak. 
'rlbrak . hell. ' 
Ndtlr : lit. 'Master' . A. yo{ic S(:Ct of considerable iJiflueace in the 

Punja-b prior to an~ ~ppn$ t~e time of tne ~.arl~ .Sikh Gurus .. lt6 
members, 'Wtro are al!ro known as K.anphat yog1s (q,v.). practised 
ha tha-yoga (q.v.) in order to obtain immorthlit'y. ~15, 381, 786) 



., 

pl1ndhl1 : teacher. 
POtJtfit : an erudite p;e«<'n; a !UQde (,f address Us.eci for BMllm~~· 
panth : lit. 'path' ; system of relig~ui belief ilmi practice; IIC.I'isioJlll 

coll1nnrtlity ; rtte fon<'Wei'S of a particu1aT religious teacher. (9) 
par&-anif : subd i v isitm of a :diStrict. . . : • . 
Paphtln ·: a penon &loin t~ Mo'rtb-We&t Frontier or Afgb~.staq; one 

of the Ashraf ('tlbblUty") <if Musltm ln\Ha.. (2t!S}. 
plr: the bead of a Sufi ora«; a Suli~int .. 
pot/n : '\'o1tnne, tome . . 
pujan; officiant at a Hindu temp.Je. or shrine, 
qi1ZI qdtfJ : a Muslim judge, administrator 6'f Nfus1mi law. (t!l) 
ral:ifb : a t>tnn~ mstrum~t (82, 
rag, r/Jga : melodic organization, a series of !five or more notea on 

wbieb a IJI'tit~y is based. 
R6} : tire mlSon "aild brick1a~er cas'te. 
r1Jkas{r4/qaStJ) : demon, G'gre, Cllnb'iba4. {t 54) 
Ram, Rl1ma : strictly tbe incarnation (avatar) of Visnu as Rem Chan­

dar, but used m'Ore geseratl~ as a Hi.J;~dn n'ame roT God. Com­
monly set in contrast to tbe Muslim term Khu'da (q.v.). 

Rll.mgarhta : a Sikh artisan caste, predominant1y drawn from the l'e.rkhan 
or carpenter caste but also including Slkhs from tb'e blncksmitli, 
Unison. 'and bai'Eier caStes. 

Randhavll. : a Jat got (q.v.). (542) 
Rohilla, Ruhe/4: a Pathan (q.v.) tribe. 
sabad : the divine Word, the ~ivine self-communication; a hymn 

(shabad) from the Adi Granth. . 
s/Jdh : fulfilment (of the quest for truth); one who bas found ~nH'gbten­

ment. (1"62) 
<tilf/:,;: Hindu ascetic, a slld/1 (q.v.). (84 1) 
Sii.ll!ukkart: d.::vo tion~l/ingua jr:J•1ca <'f N 'rth India, ha~ed on Khari 

Boli (q.v.) and "supplemented by regiona1 languages. Also called 
Sant 'Bhasa (-q.v.). See GtvSR, p. 153. 

sah, shah : money-lender. ("6"69, 81 I) 
sahaj: the condition of ultimate, inexpressible beatitude; the ultimate 

state of mystical union. ( 410, 654) 
s11klr!: lit. 'testimony' ; section o r individual annecdote in a janam-

sakhi iq .v.). (2) 1 
Samvat, Sammat: dating according to the Vi krama Er.a, designated 

by the abbreviat ionS. (10) · 
sangat : as~embly, religious congregation ; the 1grouping according to 

locality of the members of a particular panth (q.v.), esp. the Sikh 
Pan th. (193) 

sant : o11e who has found enlightenment. 
Sant-bhtlftJ : ' the language of the sants', Sadhukkari (q.v.). 
sanya.l: Hindu renunciant. (329) 
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Satguril : the True Guru. 
ser, seer : a measure of weight and of liquid. (77 1) 
Shari'at : the religious law of Islam. 
shirk : •partnership', attributing a partner to God, p ~lytheism. (270) . 
Siddh : Eighty-four . exalted personages believed to have obtained 
· · ;iininortlilit.y. thtough the. practice of :Yoga . and· to be .dwelling d~ep 

'in the Hrmalaya5) In the j!Ulam-sakhis the term is no rmally con­
fused with' !'fllth (q.v.). (J 5, 127, 33 1, 607) 

siddhi :-fulfilm~nt;· consummat ion of the hatha-yoga technique. : ( 127, 
790) .. ,. 

s/lsl/4 : a; liqe o f.Sufi·pirs:(q:v.). . . . • 
sipllrll :, a thirtieth part of the Qur'an, seotion of the ·Qur'an. ~222) 
Hok: 'slralok,:couplet or ~tao7,11 . . · . . • • 
srlldh, srllddh : a ceremony in which food and other .cornm<-dities are 

offered to Br~hmans on _behalf of decoas~d forbears. (928) ·· : · · 
sudt ~ the light half of a lunar month, the- period of :t)1e waxing moon. 

"Cf: vadl : · . . . 

sunnll: .poVl.dered antimOny applied tO. the ~yes o r ~Y.e lids.. . . 
Swllllli •: ·~ste_r', .a' title Qf respect. : ·: ·. 
Tar/tb{t{l ·~ -tpe carpenter caste. 
tatkarll: table-of contents . . 
!ik·ll: iil~k : ·a· m~rk appiied to ih~ fo~ehead as an o rnament , a sectarian 

symb_oi, .a symbol of.bct.rotl]al, or. as part of nn :inves!itu re cere· 
mony. (35. 469) · 

t tra! II :;.a ~acn;d .pl~, .a pl~ce C?f p ilgrimage for H indus. (I ?6, 194, 
350) " 

Trehaf) :_ ~ Khat·r! :K.<:JI (q.v.). . · 
rl(ftlsl- : •one who is forlorn' . a renu nciant . (40R, 41 , 332) 
~ou/1 : the dark half of ~ lunar month . thl' pcrincl ,,f rhe wnning m0un . 

. Ci. Slfdl. . • 

val~:· e~Y.s_ici~_!!, practitioner of ay'!rvedic medicine. 
vdr: a ·he'roic' odo ot several ~stanzas; a song of praise; a dirge. (269) 
vazir.: vizi~r. min ister of sta te; an important official. 
Yo~; Y~m_a : the god.of the death. 
yug, ·yuga: cosmic erl! . 

· . r • 
. . , 



Pinto t 

T be physician e.xamlnes Bnba Nanak 
(Illustration 4) 



I 
I 

I 

Mardana transformtd Into a ram 
(!Uustratioo 19) 

Plate 2 



Plote 3 

Doba NBnBk and tbe wife of MulA tbe Khatri 
(lllu.rtrallon 23) 

I 
I 

I 



Baba Nanak and Kablr 
(lllustral!on 31) 

Pl11te 4 



PlateS 

r 

Bnbn Nanlllc In Bhutan · 
(Illustration 36) 



Baba Nanak In the Land or tbc Patbaos 
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Plate 6 
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INTRODUCfiON 

Page 8, line 2 1 

TRANSLATION 

Page 163, note 244, line 2 

Page 157, note 672, line 8 

Page 197, line 5 

Page 219, note 874, line 2 

Page 232, note 915, line 4 

l7l 

CORRIGBNDA 

' 1526' should read '152b' 

•folio 55b' should read 'folio 60b'. 

Add to South Asia : •no. 3 (August 1973), 
pp. 105-6'. 

•maunds' should read 'mounds'. 

•Po lio 207b' should read •folio 212b'. 

•Folio 219b' should read 'folio 224b'. 
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