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NAMES
OF ALLAH

Heis Allah—thereis no diety but Him. Heis the Knower
of the Unseen and the Visible. He isthe All-Merciful, the Most
merciful. Heis Allah—there is no deity but Him. He isthe King,
the Most Pure, the Perfect Peace, the Trustworthy, the Safeguarder,
the Almighty, the Compeller, the Supremely Great. Glory be to
Allah above all they associate with Him. He is Allah—the Creator,
the Maker, the Giver of Form. To Him belong the Most Beautiful Names.
Everything in the heavens and Earth glorifies
Him. Heisthe Almighty, the All-Wise.
(Surat al-Hashr,59:22-24)
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TO THE READER

A specia chapter is assigned to the collapse of the theory of evolution because this theory constitutes the
basis of al anti-spiritual philosophies. Since Darwinism rejects the fact of creation—and therefore, Allah's
Existence—over the last 140 years it has caused many people to abandon their faith or fall into doubt. It is
therefore an imperative service, a very important duty to show everyone that this theory is a deception. Since
some readers may find the chance to read only one of our book, we think it appropriate to devote a chapter to
summarizethissubject.

All the author’ sbooks explain faith-related issues in light of Qur’anic verses, and invite readers to learn
Allah’swordsand to live by them. All the subjects concerning Allah’s verses are explained so as to leave no
doubt or room for questionsin thereader’ smind. Thebooks' sincere, plain, and fluent style ensurethat everyone
of every age and from every social group can easily understand them. Thanksto their effective, lucid narrative,
they can be read at a one sitting. Even those who rigorously reject spirituality are influenced by the facts these
books document and cannot refute the truthful ness of their contents.

Thisand all the other books by the author can be read individually, or discussed in agroup. Readers eager
to profit from the books will find discussion very useful, letting them relate their reflections and experiencesto
one another.

In addition, it will be agreat serviceto Islam to contribute to the publication and reading of these books,
written solely for the pleasure of Allah. The author’s books are all extremely convincing. For this reason, to
communicatetruereligion to others, one of the most effective methodsis encouraging them to read these books.

We hope the reader will ook through the reviews of his other books at the back of this book. His rich
source material on faith-related issuesis very useful, and a pleasure to read.

In these books, unlike some other books, you will not find the author’ s personal views, explanations based
on dubious sources, styles that are unobservant of the respect and reverence due to sacred subjects, nor
hopel ess, pessimistic argumentsthat create doubtsin the mind and deviations in the heart.
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HOW MUCH DO YOU KNOW ABOUT ALLAH,
OUR CREATOR?

Who created you? Who granted you your body, your eyes, or the color of your hair? Who determined the
shape of your body or the color of your eyes? Who created all other people, the heavens, Earth, and every living
being in between? Who determined the order of the planets, the Sun, and the starsin the depths of space?

Y our answersto all these questionswill bethe same: “Allah.” When asked to other people, they will also
answer: “Allah.” Indeed, Allahinformsusinthe Qur’ anthat peoplewill confessthisfact, asfollows:

If you ask them: “Who created the heavens and Earth and made the Sun and Moon
subservient?” They will say: “Allah.” So how have they been deluded [away from the truth]? (Surat
al-‘Ankabut, 29:61)

So, how well do you know our Creator, Who planned you and the entire universe with a delicate
equilibrium? Are you aware that He sees and hears you every moment and knows your every act? Where do
you think Allah is? Did He create you and then leave you to your own devices? Does He tell you how to live?
Can you see Him? Has anyone talked with Him? What other creatures did He create? What kind of alife does
He promise after death?

No doubt, many similar questions may be raised and you may answer them in your own way. While doing
so, youwill rely onwhat you havelearned from your family or rel atives, the people surrounding you, or the books
you haveread. Well, have you ever wondered if their answers are correct?

Everyone may put forward different views about Allah. Conditioned by his education, a philosopher may
formulate adefinition that relies on hisfavorite philosophers’ views. A housewifewhoistruly ignorant of Allah
believes in what she hears from her neighbors. A writer who writes about Allah may have received no
theological training or even not know asingle verse of the Qur’ an, Hisfinal revelation to humanity. Y et anybody
who reads his book considers its every line asif it were absolutely correct, internalizes it, and, with great
confidence, tellsit to other people. The majority of people never wonder if what they have heard isincorrect or
mistaken.

We need to remember that humanity isfallible and, therefore, people may act ignorantly. For this reason,
in our endeavor to know Allah, we turn to the Qur’ an, the most reliable and unique source, the just Book in
which Allah explains everything a person needs to know. When we refer to it for the answer to the above
guestions, we see that Allah is everywhere. He is nearer to you than your jugular vein, witnesses and sees
everything you do, hearsevery word you utter, knows your innermost prayer, and isbeside you at every moment.
Furthermore, Allah talksto His servants with whom He wishes to speak. For instance, the Qur’ an relates that
Hetalked to Prophet Musa (as) and preferred him to all other human beingsalive at that time. Allah also created
angelsand jinn, as well as the afterlife, where each individual will have an eternal existence in the Hereafter.
Allah also explainshow we should livein order to attain Paradise after death.

Thisbook, writtentointroduceyou Allah, seeksto replacethevague, flawed, and insignificant information
that you may have acquired over the years with the genuine faith described in the Qur’ an so that you may come
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to know Allah, the All-Mighty, better and draw nearer to Him. Allah introduces Himself to humanity through the
Qur’an He sent down 1,400 years ago and informs us of His beautiful names. The various examples and
explanationscontainedthereindisplay Allah’ sinfinitewisdom, intel ligence, and artistry.

The verses provided under each of Allah’s names are from Allah, Who mentions and then explains that
particular name. Under each name, you will find concise explanations reflecting the viewpoints that will remind
you of some details about the name in question. Although these explanations are inadequate, for many volumes
could be written about just one of His names, wewill limit ourselvesto concise ponderingsthat will broaden the
reader’ sviewpoint.

The Names of Allah only conveys what is written in the Qur’ an, for we have no knowledge about His
names other than what He teaches us. Those that are out of our knowledge are, as is the case with everything
else, inour Lord’ s Sight:

They said: “Glory be to You! We have no knowledge except what You have taught us. You are
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.” (Surat al-Bagara, 2:32)
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AL-*ADL
The Just, The Equitable

O You who believel Show integrity for the sake of Allah, bearing witness with justice. Do not let hatred
for apeopleinciteyou into not being just. Bejust. That is closer to piety. Have fear [and awareness] of Allah.
Allahisaware of what you do. (Surat al-Ma'ida, 5:8)

Allah is the most just judge. As His order encompasses the universe, He will show His justice to His
servants both in thisworld and beyond. All the acts of Allah, Who is All-Seeing, All-Knowing, and All-Aware,
arefor adivine purpose and are just.

Allah will judge al of each person’s deeds according to His justice. Allah informs us that those who
engage in violence will be punished and that even a single good word will be rewarded. He will manifest His
infinite justice in the Hereafter.

The difficulties that unbelievers make for Prophets and believers, aswell as their slanderous accusations
and sins, will not remain unanswered. All of these difficulties, which raise believers' ranks in Paradise, lead
unbelievers to the lowest level of the Fire. On the Day of Judgment, Allah will set up the Just Balance, and no
soul will bewronged in any way. Allah will call them to account by ending the time that He has granted them.
Given that Allah, the All-Knowing, keeps His promise, all people will see the consequences of their wrong
actionsintheHereafter. Thus, unbelieverswill be punished severely, whilethose who remained trueto Allah will
berewarded most bountifully. Inoneverse, Allah statesthefollowing:

Those who pledge their allegiance to you [the Prophet] pledge allegiance to Allah. Allah’s hand
is over their hands. He who breaks his pledge only breaks it against himself. But as for him who
fulfilsthe contract he has made with Allah, We will pay him an immensereward. (Surat al-Fath, 48:10)

Thereisan important point to consider here: While pondering over Hisjustice, do not compare it with the
human concept of justice, for afaithless person, while passing judgment, may well comply with hiswhims and
desires, remain under the influence of hisfeelings, or forget what has been done. Most importantly, one never
knows what is in the other party’s mind. But Allah, Who never errs or forgets, has assigned angels for every
person in order to observe and record each of their acts and thoughts. In brief, Allah holds each person’s soul in
Hishand. The Qur’ analsorevealsthat our Lord, Who givesthebest judgment, isinfinitely just:

On the Day We summon every people with their records, those who are given their Book in
their right hand will read their Book and will not be wronged by even the smallest speck. (Surat al-
Isra’,17:71)

Inthe Hereafter, Allah will pay back al of the wrongdoing and plots hatched against believers. Inthislife,
He may grant the unbelievers many blessings (e.g., wealth and possessions), yet these will only lead them to
more evil. Inthe Qur’an, Allah states that believers must not be attracted to such blessings, for when compared
with what awaits them in the Hereafter, the benefits of this short life are insignificant, especially when the
infinite punishment of Hell awaitsunbelievers.
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In the Hereafter, each person’ sreal abode, every soul will find itself confronted with all of its good deeds.
Allah will manifest Hisjusticein Hell and Paradise for all eternity. Ultimately, Allah will separate those who
believe in Him from those who do not.

Say: “Our Lord will bring us all together and then will judge between us with the truth. He is
the Just Decider, the All-Knowing.” (Surah Saba, 34:26)

Allah commands believersto bejust asfollows:

Allah does not forbid you from being good to those who have not fought you in the religion or
driven you from your homes, or from being just toward them. Allah loves those who are just. (Surat
al-Mumtahana, 60:8)

Allah commands you to return to their ownersthe things you hold on trust and, when you judge
between people, to judge with justice. How excellent is what Allah exhorts you to do! Allah is All-
Hearing, All-Seeing. (Surat an-Nisa’, 4:58)

They are people who listen to lies and consume ill-gotten gains. If they come to you, you can
either judge between them or turn away from them. If you turn away from them, they cannot harm you
in any way. But if you do judge, judge between them justly. Allah lovesthejust. (Surat al-Ma’ida, 5:42)

AL-‘AFUW
The Pardoner

Whether you reveal a good act or keep it hidden, or pardon an evil act, Allah is Ever-Pardoning, All-
Powerful. (Surat an-Nisa', 4:149)

People are fallible beings who may at any time think erroneously, make a wrong decision, or display a
flawed attitude. But Allah, Who created humanity and is fully aware of these mistakes, forgives them. If He
were not so forgiving, no soul would ever attain Paradise. Indeed, Allah callsattention to thisfact, asfollows:

If Allah were to punish people for their wrong actions, not a single creature would be left upon
Earth, but He defers them until a predetermined time. When their specified time arrives, they cannot
delay it for asingle hour or bringit forward. (Surat an-Nahl, 16:61)

Y et we need to remember that Allah only forgives His sincere servants who turn to Him in repentance.
Thus, those desiring His forgiveness must be sincere and resolute in their repentance. Allah makes it clear that
He will not forgive those who repent but then return to their former ways without feeling any true regret. In one
verse, Allah statesthe following:
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Allah only accepts the repentance of those who do evil in ignorance and then quickly repent
after doingit. Allah turnstoward such people. Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise. (Surat an-Nisa’, 4:17)

AL-AKHIR
The Last; The One Who Exists
After Everything Else Perishes

Heisthe First and the Last, the Outward and the Inward. He has knowledge of al things. (Surat al-
Hadid, 57:3)

Allah created the universe from nothing and, ultimately, will return it to its initial state and destroy it.
Nothingisimmortal, for al living beingscomeinto existence for a predetermined period of time and then die—
everything, that is, except Allah, Who isthe First and the L ast and therefore without beginning or end.

Allah, the Creator of life and time, is not affected by any of matter’s characteristics. Given that He is
infinite, He will exist for all eternity, existed in theinfinite past, and is unaffected by time and space. Thisfactis
stressed in the Qur’ an, asfollows:

Everyone on it will pass away; but the Face of your Lord will remain, Master of Majesty and
Generosity. (Surat ar-Rahman, 55:26-27)

AHKAM AL-HAKIMEEN
The Most Just Judge

IsAllah not the Most Just Judge? (Surat at-Tin, 95:8)

Allah passes judgment on each matter and concludes them. All events evolve and develop upon His
command and wish. Each of Hisjudgments contains many hidden divine purposes. However, most people do not
really understand His commands, for, given their limited intelligence, their ability to do so is also limited.
Furthermore, Allah is infinitely wise, exalted above time and space, and the One Who created and bound
humanity to these concepts. A person can never know what will happen the next day or even in an hour. When
Allah givesacommand, however, He hastotal knowledge of all of its consequences, regardlessof timeor place.
Conseguently, Allah createseverything in compliancewith Hisplan and for adivine purpose.

But unbelievers can never understand Allah’s purposes, for they base their worldview on certain causes
and then think that everything evolvesrandomly and coincidentally. Therefore, they fail to understand that Allah
controls everything. Believers, however, strive to grasp the divine purposes in Allah’s judgments and
comprehend that He givesthe best judgments. Inthe Qur’ an, Allah commandsthefollowing:

Follow what has been revealed to you, and be steadfast until Allah’s judgment comes. He is the
Best of Judges. (Surah Yunus, 10:109)
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Nuh called out to hisLord and said: “My Lord, my son is one of my family. Your promiseis
surely thetruth, and You arethe Most Just Judge.” (Surah Hud, 11:45)

AL-‘ALEEM
The All-Knowing

Both East and West belong to Allah, so wherever you turn, the Face of Allah isthere. Allah is All-
Encompassing, All-Knowing. (Surat al-Bagara, 2:115)

After people begin to think, they start to learn and, over time, accumulate more and more knowledge.
Some specializein certain fields, such as physics, philosophy, or history. All of thisknowledgerelatesto theverb
“to know,” as we understand it. However, this verb also has a dimension that is far beyond humanity’s grasp:
how Allah knowsthings.

Allah, being the Creator, holds the knowledge of the heavens, Earth, and every being in between, as well
asof all the laws regulating the universe and anything that happens, regardless of time or place. Moreover, His
knowledgeis boundless, for He knows the names of all new-born babies at any moment, every leaf faling from
every tree, what will happen to each star in each galaxy, whatever happens in space at any moment, what is
hiddenin every living thing’'sDNA, and an infinite number of other things.

We must always keep the following fact in mind: In addition to what has been mentioned above, Allah
knows all of our thoughts and our most secret acts. We assume that we alone are aware of our feelings,
thoughts, or distress. But this is a delusion, for Allah, Who holds complete control over every point of the
universe, knowswhat isin each person’s mind and everything else. Indeed, the Qur'an informs us about Allah’s
infiniteknowledge:

You will not attain true goodness until you give of what you love. Whatever you give away, Allah
knowsit. (Surah ‘Al Imran, 3:92)

Do you not see that everyone in the heavens and Earth glorifies Allah, as do the birds with their
outspread wings? Each one knows its prayer and glorification. Allah knows what they do. (Surat an-
Nur, 24:41)

And the sun runs to its resting place. That is the decree of the Almighty, the All-Knowing.
(Surah YaSin, 36:38)

See how they wrap themselves round, trying to conceal their feelings from Him! No, indeed!
When they wrap their garments round themselves, He knows what they keep secret and what they
make public. He knows what their hearts contain. (Surah Hud, 11:5)
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But they will never ever long for it, because of what they have done. Allah knows the
wrongdoers. (Surat al-Bagar a, 2:95)

You did not kill them; it was Allah Who killed them. You did not throw when you threw; it was
Allah Who threw: so He might test the believers with this excellent trial from Him. AllahisAll-
Hearing, All-Knowing. (Surat al-Anfal, 8:17)

AL-‘ALEE
The Most High

It doesnot befit Allah to address any human being except by inspiration or from behind aveil, or He sends
a messenger who then reveals by His permission whatever He wills. He is indeed Most High, All-Wise.
(Surat ash-Shura, 42:51)

Allahintroduces Himself to us: Allah, the Creator of al the worlds and the sole Sovereign of the universe,
isthe Most High and the Possessor of the heavens, Earth, and everything in between. Thereis no deity but Him.
HighisHe, Exalted aboveal that they associate (with Him). Heisthe Sovereign, the All-Powerful, and the Lord
of the Ways of Ascent. Allahis Self-Sufficient, above al need.

All of the beautiful namesbelong to Allah, for Heis the Owner of infinite beauty and infinite sublimity. A
person can know Him only to the extent that He introduces Himself, and can appreciate Him through the verses
of the Qur’ an. In oneverse, Allah describesthisnamein thefollowing terms:

Allah, thereisno deity but Him, the Living, the Self-Sustaining. He is not subject to drowsiness
or sleep. Everything in the heavens and Earth belongsto Him. Who can inter cede with Him except
by His permission? He knows what is before them and what is behind them, but they cannot grasp
any of His knowledge, except for what He wills. His Footstool encompasses the heavens and Earth,
and their preservation does not tire Him. He is the Most High, the Magnificent. (Surat al-Bagara,
2:255)

AL-‘ASIM
TheProtector

He [Prophet Nuh’'s son] said: “I will seek refuge on a mountain that shall protect me from the water.”
Nuh said: “Thereis no protector today from Allah's punishment but He Who has mercy...” (Surah Hud,
11:43)

People, all of whom are inherently feeble, can encounter all sorts of difficulties at any time, such as an
earthquake, flood, hurricane, or volcanic eruption. In addition, people are vulnerable to mental distress. In the
face of these unfavorable events, they must consider the following: Regardless of their effort or strength, they
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can never avoid a threat unless Allah wills this. Allah, the most Compassionate, is the only Protector, as the
Qur’'anrelatesinthefollowing verses:

Say: “Who rescues you from the darkness of the land and sea? You call upon Him humbly and
secretly: ‘If you rescue us from this, we will truly be among the thankful.”” Say: “Allah rescues you
from it, and from every plight. Then you associate otherswith Him.”” (Surat al-An‘am, 6:63-64)

People remember Allah when they are left alone, when they realize that neither material wealth nor
powerful people can help them, or when they fall sick. Y et after these situations pass, they forget what
happened to them and become ungrateful toward Allah. Such people, who insist upon ungratefulness despite
Allah’s protection, will see the truth when they face infinite punishment in Hell. Their situation is related, as
follows:

As for those who show disdain and grow arrogant, He will punish them with a painful
punishment. They will not find any protector or helper for themselves besides Allah. (Surat an-Nisa’,
4:173)

AL-‘ADHEEM
The All-Glorious

Everythingin the heavensand everything in Earth belongsto Him. HeistheMost High, the All-Glorious.
(Surat ash-Shura, 42:4)

Allah’s might and grandeur is surely beyond humanity’s grasp. Y et, within the limits of their wisdom,
people can still see and grasp His might. Indeed, the entire universe abounds with countless examples that
indicate Hisgreatness. A closer look at our own planet will make people feel His sublimity.

Theheavens carrying cloudsthat weigh many tons, mountainsrising thousands of metersintheair, oceans
harboring millions of living beings, alightening flash and the noise of thunder following it, and billions of living
beings that have submitted to Allah—all of these and countless other details are clear signsof Allah’s existence.

To have a better grasp of our Lord’s grandeur, let’s move beyond the limits of our world and think: We
livein an unbounded space, the universe, which contains billions of galaxies with countlessbillions of stars. We
live in one of these galaxies on a planet called Earth, which rotates about its axis at a velocity of about 1.670
kilometers an hour. Just thinking on these vast figures make us redlize that our existence in the universe is as
insignificant asthe existence of adust particle on Earth.

Asthis example aso reveals, people given to sincere contemplation can grasp the majesty of their Lord,
Who creates billions of galaxies and holds all of them in His hand. In one verse, Allah informs us about His
beautiful names:

Allah, thereis no deity but Him, the Living, the Self-Sustaining. He is not subject to drowsiness
or sleep. Everything in the heavens and Earth belongsto Him. Who can intercede with Him except
by His permission? He knows what is before them and what is behind them, but they cannot grasp
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any of His knowledge, except for what He wills. His Footstool encompasses the heavens and Earth,
and their preservation does not tire Him. He is the Most High, the All-Glorious. (Surat al-Bagara,
2:255)

AL-‘AZEEZ
The Almighty

Do not imaginethat Allahwill break Hispromiseto HisMessengers. Allah is the Almighty, the Lord of
Retribution. (Surah Ibrahim, 14:47)

Thisname of Allah expresses that He will always triumph and that He can never be refuted, for only He
has true power. Allah created the universe' s order, al of itslaws (both known and unknown), and all beings on
Earth. Inthefaceof Allah’sinfinite power, which clearly manifestsitself in the universe, the feebleness of every
created being and thing isobvious. All that is created can only exist, survive, and act if He commands so.

No doubt, this feeling of feebleness also holds true for humanity. No matter how well-off, strong, and
powerful people may be, each personisweak and helplessin Allah’ ssight. No possessions, money, or status can
protect them from Allah’s punishment; only those who surrender to Him, live by His orders, and strive to earn
His consent will be protected. Inthe Qur’ an, Allah promisesto grant superiority to Hisloyal servants.

Allah has written: “1 will be victorious, | and My Messengers.” Allah is Most Strong, Almighty.
(Surah al-Mujadala, 58:21)

. and He has sent down the Furgan. Those who reject Allah’s Signs will have a terrible
punishment. Allah is Almighty, Lord of Retribution. (Surah ‘Al Imran, 3:4)

Allah bears witness that there is no deity but Him, as do the angels and the people of
knowledge, upholding justice. There is no deity but Him, the Almighty, the All-Wise. (Surah Al
‘Imran, 3:18)

Do not be grieved by what they say. All might belongsto Allah. Heisthe All-Hearing, the All-
Knowing. (Surah Y unus, 10:65)

A pertinent hadith of Prophet Muhammad (saas) rel ates:

A bedouin once said to the Prophet (saas): “Teach me something to say.” The Prophet (saas)
replied: “Say: ‘There is no god but Allah, the One with no partner. Allah is the Greatest by far; much
praise be to Him. The Lord of the Worlds be praised; and there is no power and no strength save in Allah
the Almighty, the All-Wise.”” (Sahih Muslim)

AL-BA‘ITH
TheResurrector
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How can you reject Allah, when you were dead and then He gave you life, then He will make you dieand
then give you life again, and then you will be returned to Him? (Surat al-Bagara, 2:28)

All people who have or will ever live are mortal. Everyone dies and is buried. Despite this obvious fact,
however, most people avoid thinking about death and their subsequent resurrection. The Qur’ an describes their
situation, asfollows:

They will ask: “Areweto berestored to how we were when we have become perished, wor m-
eaten bones?” (Surat an-Nazi‘at, 79:10-11)

TheQur’ anprovidesthemost explicit answer tothispopul ar delusion by proclaiming:

He makes likenesses of Us and forgets his own creation, asking: “Who will give life to bones
when they are decayed?” Say: “He Who made them in the first place will bring them back to life. He
has total knowledge of each created thing.” (Surah Ya Sin, 36:78-79)

Asthese verses indicate, Allah created humanity and granted different qualities to everyone. Indeed,
down to his or her fingerprints, each person has unique characteristics. As our Creator, He can re-createeach
person in the very same manner as many times as He wills. Allah displaysthiscoming resurrection each autumn,
when nature begins to “die” and then actually experience a type of “death” during winter. Y et when spring
comes, we see dry branches blossoming, nature being revived and becoming green all over. Furthermore, this
“resurrection” has been happening without any interruption sincetimebegan. For Allah, resurrecting each person
isaseasy asthis. The parallel features of these two resurrections are stated in several verses, asfollows:

He brings forth the living from the dead and the dead from the living, and brings Earth to life
after it wasdead. In the same way, you too will be brought forth. (Surat ar-Rum, 30:19)

So look at the effect of Allah’s mercy, how He bringsthe dead Earth back to life. Truly, He is
the One Who brings the dead to life. He has power over all things. (Surat ar-Rum, 30:50)

Another meaning of the beautiful name Al-Ba'ith is “sending out Prophets.” Allah sent Messengers to
warn their people and bring good newsin order to call them to the right path. He revealed books to some of his
Messengers so that they could bring people out of the darkness of ignorance and into the light of true knowledge.
No doubt, thisisagreat blessing of Allahto Hisservants. Inthe Qur’ an, Allah relates that:

Mankind was a single community. Then Allah sent out Prophets bringing good news and giving
warning, and with them He sent down the Book with truth to decide between people regarding their
differences. (Surat al-Bagara, 2:213)
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Allah showed great kindness to the believers when He sent a Messenger to them from among
themselves to recite His Signs to them and to purify and teach them the Book and Wisdom, even
though befor e that they were clearly misguided. (Surah Al ‘Imran, 3:164)

AL-BAQI
TheEverlasting

Everyone on it will pass away; but the Face of your Lord will remain, Master of Magjesty and
Generosity. (Surat ar-Rahman, 55:26-27)

All of creation has an end. People are born, livefor acertain period of time, and then die. Thisisalso true
of plantsand animals. For instance, atree may livefor hundreds of yearsand then fulfill itsdestiny by dying at its
appointed time. Similarly, non-living things also will meet their end, for timewearsthem all out. In addition, what
remains of ancient nations is only their ruins. Allah calls our attention to this fact: “How many wrongdoing
cities We destroyed, and now all their roofs and walls are fallen in; how many abandoned wells and
stuccoed palaces!” (Surat al-Hgjj, 22:45)

The universe aso has an end. All of the meteors, stars, and suns hurtling through space will one day
exhaust their energy and disappear. Or, for another reason, Allah will destroy thisuniverse and keep Hispromise
regarding the Day of Judgment. He can do this, for Heis the Creator and sole Owner of infinity, as the Qur’an
reveals:

Anything you have been given is only the enjoyment of thisworld’slife and finery. What is with
Allah is better and longer lasting. So, will you not use your intellect? (Surat al-Qasas, 28:60)

AL-BARI’
TheMaker

Heis Allah—the Creator, the M aker, the Giver of Form. To Him belong the Most Beautiful Names.
Everythingintheheavensand Earth glorifiesHim. Heisthe Almighty, the All-Wise. (Surat al-Hashr, 59:24)

The universe is based upon equilibrium and harmony. As scientific developments reveal more of its
mysteries, welearn more about this equilibrium and harmony. It is apparent that each system in the universe has
been designed by a superior intelligence that created everything in an amazing way. For billions of years, this
great harmony and order has existed among an infinite number of living and non-living beings.

When we examine life on Earth, we come across amazing details. Whether we recognize it or not, we are
surrounded with countless signs of creation. For instance, the ratio of different gasesin the atmosphere areideal
for the survival of al living beings. Human beings and animals inhale oxygen and exhale carbon dioxide.
Although this process continueswithout interruption, the amount of oxygen never decreases and the amount of
carbon dioxide never increases. Moreover, this amazing equilibrium is never disturbed, because contrary to
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human beings and animals, plants inhale carbon dioxide and exhale oxygen. Thus, the oxygen consumed by
peopleand animalsisreplaced by plants, aprocessthat preservesthisequilibrium.

Thisexampleisonly one of the countless signs of creation on Earth. Both the micro- and macro-universes
abound with similar examples. Theuniverse, andthus life on Earth, exists only because our Lord creates things
in conformity with one another. Oneversereads:

And when Musa said to his people: “My people, You wronged yourselves by adopting the
[golden] calf, so turn toward your Maker and kill yourselves. That is the best thing for you in your
Maker’ssight.” And Heturned toward you. He isthe Ever-Returning, the Most Merciful. (Surat al-
Bagara, 2:54)

AL-BASEER
The All-Seeing

Havethey not looked at the birds above them, with wings outspread and folded back? Nothing holdsthem
up but the All-Merciful. He is the All-Seeing. (Surat a-Mulk, 67:19)

Our human faculty of sight is limited. With the naked eye, we can see for only afew kilometers. But to
achieve this, we need clear weather and to be standing on a high place. Y et no matter how convenient the
conditions may be, we can see only ahazy image.

In some situations, and especially when people are alone, they assume that nobody sees them. Assuming
that they will not have to account for their deeds, they feel encouraged to do whatever they wish. Furthermore,
they think they will never suffer any consequence for their wrongdoing. But thisis a great delusion, for Allah
sees even the smallest act. While our eyesight is limited, Allah sees the room in which a person remains, the
rooms surrounding that room, the entire house, the city and country that harbor that house, the continent in which
that country is located, the entire Earth, all planets, space, and all other dimensions beyond it. In the Qur’ an,
Allahinformsusthat Heisaware of everything:

You do not engage in any matter, recite any of the Qur’an, or do any action without Our
witnessing you while you are occupied with it. Not even the smallest speck eludes your Lord, either
on Earth or in Heaven. Nor isthere anything smaller than that, or larger, which isnot in a Clear Book.
(Surah Yunus, 10:61)

Perform prayer and pay alms. Any good you send ahead for yourselves, you will find with Allah.
Certainly Allah seeswhat you do. (Surat al-Bagara, 2:110)
They have different ranks with Allah. Allah seeswhat they do. (Surah Al ‘Imran, 3:163)

Those who adulterate Our Signs are not concealed from Us. Who is better—someone who will
be thrown into the Fire or someone who will arrive in safety on the Day of Rising? Do what you like.
He sees whatever you do. (Surah Fussilat, 41:40)
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AL- BASIT
The Expander

Isthere anyone who will make Allah agenerousloan so that He can multiply it for him many times over?
Allah both restricts and expands. And you will be returned to Him. (Surat al-Bagara, 2:245)

Allah grants spiritual and material abundance to those who believe in Him and who obey Him
wholeheartedly. He removes the difficulties they face. Upon encountering any hardship, trouble, or sickness,
believerstakerefuge only in Allah. Asareward for this, Allah eases their tasks while making things difficult for
unbelievers.

The Qur’ an provides many examples about thisissue. For instance, Prophet Musa (as) and the Children of
Israel were forced to leave Egypt due to Pharaoh’s violence. However, Pharaoh followed them. During this
flight, the Children of Israel, who were caught between Pharaoh’s army and the sea, thought that they were
finished. Y et, Allah answered Prophet Musa's (as) call, divided the waters, and made a dry path so they could
escape. Allah a so destroyed Pharaoh and hisarmy, and made the Children of Israel their inheritors.

Thiswas also amanifestation of the following situation: “ Those who make pilgrimage in the Way of
Allah will find many places of refuge on Earth and ample sustenance. If anyone leaves his home,
making pilgrimage to Allah and His M essenger, and death catches up with him, Allah will reward him.
Allah is Ever-Forgiving, Most Merciful.” (Surat an-Nisa', 4:100) No doubt, Allah’s promise has always
been true—and will remain so—for Hisfaithful servants. One verse reads:

Your Lord expands the provision of anyone He wills and restrictsit. He is awar e of and sees
His servants. (Surat al-lsra’, 17:30)

AL-BATIN
Thelnward; The Hidden

He is the First and the Last, the Outward and the Inward. He has knowledge of all things. (Surat al-
Hadid, 57:3)

L ook around your room. Everything you see has been designed and made by someone: the door, the CD-
player, a picture hanging on the wall, the window, and so on. Now look through the window at the trees, the Sun,
the sky, flying birds, and other people. If it is nighttime, you can watch the stars and the Moon. Knowing that
everything in your room has been made, isit not clear that everything around you al so has been designed?

Thetruth of thisassertion isapparent. If you cannot claim that a picture hanging on the wall was made by
coincidence, then you also cannot claim that the Sun, stars, and the Moon are the result of coincidence.
Everything you see on Earth and in the sky has a designer, producer, and creator. Our Lord, Who created
everythingwith great artistry, introducesHimself to usthrough Hiscreation.
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When you look through the window you cannot see Him. However, Allah’s existence, power, and artistry
isclearly seenin Hiscreation. Thisisthe meaning that al -Batin conveysto us. His existence and control is clear
in every corner of the universe, yet no one can see Him unless He wills otherwise:

Eyesight cannot perceive Him, but He perceives eyesight. He is the All-Penetrating, the All-
Aware. (Surat al-An*am, 6:103)

AL- BADEE'
The Originator; the Innovative Creator

The Originator of the heavens and Earth. When He decides on something, He just saysto it, “Be!”
anditis. (Surat al-Bagara, 2:117)

No matter how competent and intelligent people may be, any innovation or new ideais limited to their
background and what they see around themselves. We enjoy five senses and cannot imagine a sixth sense.
Moreover, we can use these senses only to a certain extent. For instance, we are utterly ignorant of what we
cannot perceive. Accordingly, we cannot think, discover, or exercise our wisdom about something that does not
exist on Earth, or in the universe asfar aswe know it.

Indeed, scientists develop some of their projects by imitating animalsin nature and their flawless systems.
For example, the dolphin’s snout served as a model for the bows of modern ships, while radar works on the
principle used by bats, namely, emitting very high frequency sound waves (ultrasound) to compensate for their
poor eyesight. Such examples are legion. (For further reference, please see, Harun Yahya, For Men of
Understanding, 3rd ed., [London: Ta-Ha PublishersLtd., April 2003])

Allah’sknowledge is unbounded. Everything that exists, whether visible or not to the naked eye, is the
product of Allah’sinnovative creation. At atime when there was nothing, no universe, galaxies, planets, living
beings, or even asingle cell, He decided to create aflawless system consisting of atoms, molecules, cells, living
beings, planets, stars, and galaxies. Upon Hiscommand “Be,” the universeand al of its contents cameinto being
based upon no model other than what He willed to be. From the micro-world, of which the humanity became
aware after thousands of years, to the celestial bodies discovered during the twentieth century, all of these
systemswere designed by Allah and function according to Hislaws. Thisisrelated inthe Qur’ an, asfollows:

Say: “My Lord has commanded justice. Stand and face Him in every mosque and call upon Him,
making your religion sincerely His. As He originated you, so will you return.” (Surat al-A‘raf, 7:29)

Heisthe Originator of the heavens and Earth. How could He have a son when He has no wife?

He created all things and has knowledge of all things. (Surat al-An‘am, 6:101)

AL-BARR
The Beneficent; The All-Good
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Beforehand we certainly used to call on Him because He is the All-Good, the Most Merciful. (Surat at-
Tur, 52:28)

Allah created all people and placed them in a setting that is perfectly suitable for human life and that was
designed to serve them. In Surat an-Nahl, Allah informsusabout some of these blessings:

He created man from a drop of sperm, and yet he is an open challenger! And He created
livestock. There is warmth for you in them and various uses, and some of them you eat. And thereis
beauty in them for you in the evening when you bring them home, and in the morning when you drive
them out to graze. They carry your loads to lands you would never reach, except with great difficulty.
Your Lord is All-Gentle, Most Merciful. And horses, mules, and donkeys both to ride and for
adornment. And He creates other things you do not know. The Way should lead to Allah, but there
are those who deviate from it. If He had willed, He could have guided every one of you. He sends
down water from the sky, from which you drink and from which come the shrubs among which you
graze your herds. And by it He makes crops grow for you, as well as olives, dates, grapes, and fruit of
every kind. Thereis certainly a Sign in that for people who reflect. He has made night and day
subservient to you, and the Sun and Moon and stars, all of which are subject to His command. There
are certainly Signsin that for people who use their intellect. And also the things of varying colors He
has created for you in Earth. Thereis certainly a Sign in that for people who pay heed. He made the
sea subservient to you so that you can eat fresh meat from it and bring out from it ornamentsto wear.
And you see the ships cleaving through it so that you can seek His bounty, and so that hopefully you
will show thanks. He cast firmly embedded mountains on the ground so it would not move under you,
and riversand pathways so that hopefully you would be guided, and landmarks. And they are guided
by the stars. (Surat an-Nahl, 16:4-16)

No doubt, one can never bring into being, possess, or attain any of the blessings mentioned above by his
own efforts. However, Allah has granted all of these beauties to humanity as blessings to indicate His vast
generosity toward His servants. In return for such goodness, what does He expect? In the remaining part of the
sura, Allah answersthat He expects humanity to heed and serve Him, asfollows:

Is He Who creates like him who does not create? So will you not pay heed? If you tried to
number Allah’s blessings, you could never count them. Allah is Ever-Forgiving, Most Merciful.
(Surat an-Nahl, 16:17-18)

AL-JAMI"
The Gatherer

"Our Lord, You arethe Gatherer of mankind to a Day of which there is no doubt. Allah will not break
Hispromise." (Surah Al ‘Imran, 3:9)
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This attribute of Allah expresses His control over all systemsin the universe. As the Creator of al that
exists, He hasthe power to make al the living and non-living beings obey Him and so can gather them wherever
Hewishes. Inthe Qur’ an, Allah promisesthat Hewill gather believerstogether inthisworld:

Each person faces a particular direction, so race each other to the good. Wherever you are,
Allah will bring you all together. Truly, Allah has power over all things. (Surat al-Bagar a, 2:148)

However, the actual gathering will take place on the Day of Judgment, when all believers will enter His
presence. Allah, Who knows the unbelievers who reject Him and His messengers, as well as their actions, will
collect everyone who has ever lived by causing the Trumpet to be blown. Allah will gather al unbelievers to
account for their deeds, and then will order them to be cast headlong into Hell, where they will be repaid in full
for what they did.

In Paradise, Allah will reward Hisfollowersalso in crowds. On that Day, He will gather His servants and
their leadersto His presence. With their light streaming out in front of them and to their right, they will attain
Paradise due to His grace and mercy. Meanwhile, just as in this world, He will keep the unbelievers in Hell
together and | et them argue with one another. Their impious spousesand idolswill remain together and be repaid
in anarrow corner of Hell. The unbelievers will be consumed with the pain of being driven to Hell along with
thelir irreligious spouses and friends, upon whom they had relied so much. In the verse below, Allah informs us
that Hewill gather Satan'sfollowerstogether and herd theminto Hell.

It has been sent down to you in the Book that when you hear Allah’s Signs being rejected and
mocked at by people, you must not sit with them until they start talking of other things. If you do
[remain seated], you arejust the same asthem. Allah will gather all the hypocrites and unbelievers
into Hell. (Surat an-Nisa', 4:140)
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AL-JABBAR
The Irresistible; The Compeller

He is Allah—there is no deity but Him. He is the King, the Most Pure, the Perfect Peeace, the
Trustworthy, the Safeguarder, the Almighty, the Compeller, the Supremely Great. Glory beto Allah above all
they associate with Him. (Surat al-Hashr, 59:23)

Unbelievers show their arrogance and rejection of Allah by claiming that they exist apart from and are
independent of Allah, and by attributing some of His characteristics to themselves. However, if they would stop
and think seriously about this claim for just a second, they would easily comprehend that they did not will
themselvesinto existence, cannot know when they will die, and had no say in the formation of their physical
traits. They would realize that whatever they possess, including their own bodies, are temporary and will
ultimately disappear. All of this makes it obvious that humanity is weak and can neither possess nor control
anything. Further contemplationwill surely providemoreevidenceof thistruth.

In theface of all these facts, one can readily see that being arrogant toward our Lord, the Creator, is both
foolish and dangerous. In fact, a person needs to comprehend that Allah is All-Mighty and that He created
everything from nothing, grants every person’ s characteristics and meetstheir needs, can take them all when He
wills, and that all living beingswill diewhile Healone will exist for al eternity. Once al of this is understood,
people need to submit to their Owner, for Allah has the power to make all who rebel and turn against Him bow
to Him whenever He wills.

Allah relates the example of the Companions of the Garden as a lesson to believers. One of these men,
who had been spoiled by his prosperity and achievements, later recognized hisweakness, thanks to the name of
al-Jabbar, and confessed his wrongdoing. What happened to this man, who swore to himself that he would
harvest inthe morning, isrelated in the Qur’ an, asfollows:

So a visitation from your Lord came upon it while they sept, and in the morning it was like
burnt land stripped bare. (Surat al-Qalam, 68:19-20)

But when they saw it, they said: “We must have lost our way. No, thetruth iswe are destitute!”
The best of them said: “Did | not say to you: ‘Why do you not glorify Allah?"” They said: “Glory be to
our Lord! Truly we have been wrongdoers.” They turned to face each other in mutual accusation.
They said: “Woeto us! We were indeed inordinate. Maybe our Lord will give us something better
than it in exchange. We entreat our Lord.” Such is the punishment. And the punishment of the
Hereafter is much greater, if they only knew. (Surat al-Qalam, 68:26-33)
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AD-DA'I
The Caller

O you who believe! Respond to Allah and to the Messenger when He calls you to what will bring you to
lifel Know that Allah intervenes between aman and his heart, and that you will be gathered to Him. (Surat al-
Anfal, 8:24)

People assume that they can take the best care of themselves and thus make the best decisions, set
principlesfor themselves, and believe that their liveswill be good if they adhere to these principles. But thisisa
great delusion, for Allah created humanity and is nearer to each person than his or her own jugular vein. A
person may not know many things about himself; however, Allah encompasses everything about him, for He
holds complete control over his seen and unseen features, his most inner thoughts, and his subconscious.
Furthermore, a person can never know what she will face the next moment or may well forget some of her past
experiences. But Allah, Who never forgets or errs, knows all that has happened—and ever will happen—in
every person’slife. For these very reasons, only Allah knowswhat is best for each person.

Indeed, Allah draws attention to thisfact:

... It may be that you hate something when it is good for you, and it may be that you love
something when it isbad for you. Allah knows, and you do not know. (Surat al-Baqgara, 2:216)

For this reason, a person needs to respond to Allah and comply with the “ path that will bring himtolife.”
Allah made this path clear through the Qur’ an, which He revealed to our Prophet (saas). In every verse, Allah
givesadetailed account of how aperson must conduct himself or herself in order to attain salvation.

AD-DAFI”
The Remover of Tribulations

And with Allah’s permission, they routed them. Dawud killed Goliath, and Allah gave him kingship and
wisdom and taught him whatever Hewilled. I f it were not for Allah’sdriving some people back by means
of others, Earth would have been corrupted. But Allah shows favor to al the worlds. (Surat al-Bagara,
2:251)

Allah, Who protectshbelieversagainst all material and spiritual dangers, also grantsthem irrefutable power
against al unbelievers, hypocrites, and idolaters. While unbelievers plan and plot, Allah moves against them.
Driving their harm away, He makesthe plotters suffer the consequences of their own plots.

Meanwhile, Allah divides unbelievers, makes them fight each another, and thereby causes them to lose
their strength. Furthermore, He keeps those who hate Muslims apart from them and afflicts them with many
disasters. The Qur’ an relatesthis divine protection for believers, asfollows:
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Those who were expelled from their homes without any right, merely for saying: “Our Lord is
Allah.” If Allah had not driven some people back by means of others, monasteries, churches,
synagogues, and mosques, where Allah’s name is mentioned much, would have been pulled down and
destroyed. Allah will certainly help those who help Him... (Surat al-Hajj, 22:40)

Thisaside, only Allahcanrepel all varietiesof difficulty, disease, misgiving, Satan’ spromptingstoevil, and
many other disasters from believers. No doubt, each one of these represents Allah’s overt and hidden help to
humanity. He is very compassionate toward His servants, to those who take refuge in Him and seek His help
and forgiveness.

AD-DARR
The Afflictor

Am | to take as deities instead of Him those whose intercession, if the All-Merciful desires affliction
for me, will not help meat al and cannot save me? (Surah YaSin, 36:23)

A sudden death, an unexpected disease, a crop-destroying hurricane, an earthquake leveling an entire city,
fearsfor the future, atraffic accident, stress, loss of possessions, jealousy, ageing... Such events are sources of
grief, fear, and despair for those who are unaware of the Hereafter’ s existence and consider thisworldly life to
be their real life. No one is immune to such events, any one of which may be encountered at any time and
completely change one’slife.

Since we know that Allah isinfinitely compassionate, what isthe divine purpose for such ordeals? Allah
sends hardship and trouble so that a person can grow spiritualy. A person who has difficulty breathing can
hardly be arrogant or humiliate others. Meanwhile, one who recovers from being bed-ridden or afinancial loss
fully understands the value of the restored health and possessions. Through difficulty and ease, Allah makes
each person better appreciate His generous blessings.

One point deserves special mention here. If the person being tested hasfaith and knowsthat thelifein the
Hereafter is on€'s real abode, he knows that every difficulty is from Allah and thus meets it with patience.
Meanwhile, he seekshelp only from Allah, for he knowsthat only Allah can removethistrouble. Thisway, Allah
causes His servants to draw nearer to Him and raise their ranks in the Hereafter.

However, the truth is otherwise for those who have no faith in the Hereafter. Allah will display His name
ad-Darr in Hell especially to these people. Y et compared to what they will go through in Hell, whatever causes
grief here will remaininsignificant, for all mundane painsaretemporary.

InHell, whereunbelieverswill roast infire, every timetheir skinsare burned off, Allah will givethem new
skins so that they can taste the punishment again and again. Their only food will be abitter thorny bush, and their
only drink will be boiling water that tears their intestines. They will face death, but will never die. Instead, they
will suffer severe and eternal pain. Beaten with iron cudgels and covered with beds of fire, they will be cast into
the narrowest and darkest corner of Hell, where they will only be ableto groan.
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Unbelievers will ask Hell’ s custodians to ask their Lord to let them out and lessen their punishment for
just one day. While punishing them and denying them any escape, Allah will make them see the blessings and
bounty being enjoyed by the believersin Paradise. Inoneverse, Allah commands:

If you ask them: “Who created the heavens and Earth?” they will say: “Allah.” Say: “So what
do you think? If Allah desiresharm for me, can those you call upon besides Allah remove His harm?
Or if He desires mercy for me, can they withhold His mercy?” Say: “Allah is enough for me. All those
who truly trust put their trust in Him.” (Surat az-Zumar, 39:38)

AR-RAHMANAR-RAHEEM
The Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

And Ayyub, when he called out to his Lord: “Great harm has afflicted me, and You are the Most
Merciful of the merciful.” (Surat al-Anbiya , 21:83)

As s the case with all other beings, we also exist in a state of need. Our existence depends on many
conditions: oxygen to breathe, water and nutrients for our bodies’ physical functions, for example. The list is
endless, for aninfinite number of detailsare essential for maintaining each person’ sphysical existence.

However, all peoplecan survivewithout giving much thought to meeting their needs. Everything they need
for their bodiesand their survival hasalready been provided and put to use. Thefirst examplethat comesto mind
isbreathing. Oxygenisessential for survival, but who provides the right ratio of oxygen in the atmosphere? Or,
who places the system that takes in this oxygen and processes it so that it can be conveyed to each cell? None
of these can be attributed to anyone, for no one has any part in forming the atmosphere or on€e’'s respiration
system.

Thisvital need being the foremost, every detail is designed in its most perfect and feasible form. At this
point, we encounter a superior wisdom that designs all details and theinfinite compassion that the Owner of this
wisdom—Allah, the Most Merciful—shows to us.

Allah’smercy isnot limited to meeting peopl€e’ s physical needs. Allah created people, placed them in the
most suitable place, and, in return, only asked them to serve Him. He a so told people how to do this and sent
down books and Prophets for this very purpose. Thisway, Allah made Himself known and called them to
religionand moral excellence. Theseare obvioussignsof our Lord’ sinfinite mercy.

AL-AWWAL
The First

He is the First and the Last, the Outward and the Inward. He has knowledge of all things. (Surat al-
Hadid, 57:3)
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Doesthe universe have abeginning? This question has occupied the minds of peoplefor centuries. People
who understand that the universe must have an owner believe that it must have a beginning. However, other
people do not want to accept the Creator’ s existence and thus claim that the universe has no beginning. They
assert that the universe has existed forever and will exist for all eternity. However, modern science proves that
such an assertionisagreat delusion.

Although many theses have been put forward for the universe's existence, scientific circles have reached
the following consensus: In 1929, Edwin Hubble revealed that the universe isin a state of constant expansion.
Following this, scientists deduced that if we reverse the concept of time, we can think of the expanding universe
as aclosely pressing system, like a shrinking giant star, for instance. In this case, we conclude that a universe
that shrinks according to the concept of time ultimately reaches a point of oneness. That is, the universe came
into existence when asingle point expanded by means of abig explosion.

Given this, we can conclude that our universe has a beginning. Since such a flawless syssem has a
beginning, it must have adesigner. This meansthat the One Who designed the universeisthe First and the Last,
for He existed before everything and will continue to exist after everything else has ceased to exist. The Owner
of thiseternal power isAllah, for Hisname“TheFirst” indicatesthat He existed before all living beings, planets,
galaxies, the universe, and even timeitself.

AL-FALIQ
The Opener, The Splitter

Allah splits the seed and kernel. He bringsforth the living from the dead, and produces the dead out of
theliving. That isAllah, so how are you deluded? He splits the sky at dawn, and appoints the night as atime
of stillness and the Sun and Moon as a means of reckoning. That is what the Almighty, the All-Knowing has
ordained. (Surat al-An‘am, 6:95-96)

Our planet contains many kinds of plants, each of which has seeds uniqueto itself. If you keep dry seeds
in aroom, they may remain unchanged for years. Y et once they are buried in the ground or another suitable
place, they start to sprout and, one day, grow into arose bush or agiant planetree.

Whileit isamazing to see such variety coming from a“dry seed,” even more amazing isthe formation of a
living being. For atree to exigt, its seed has to collect the necessary materials from the soil and begin to grow.
But a seed cannot determine the amount of minerals and water it needs, nor can it decide to grow into a green
plant or afruit tree.

If we claim that a seed can make such decisions, then we have to accept that the seed is “talented.” But
we cannot seriously assert that any seed has such faculties. Asthe verses aboveinform us, only Allah “splitsthe
seed and kernel.” By Hiswill, countless trees and plants come into existence. Indeed, another verse relates that
Allah createseverything:

He sends down water from the sky, from which We bring forth growth of every kind, and from
that We bring forth the green shoots, and from them We bring forth close-packed seeds, and from the
spathes of the date palm date clustershanging down, and gardens of grapes and olives and
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pomegranates, both smilar and dissimilar. Look at their fruits as they bear fruit and ripen. Thereare
Signsin that for people who believe. (Surat al-An‘am, 6:99)

AL-FASIL
He Who Distinguishes (in the best way)

Asfor those who believe and those who are Jews, Sabaeans, Christians, Magians, and associaters, Allah
will distinguish between them onthe Day of Rising. Allahiswitnessof all things. (Surat al-Hajj, 22:17)

Some peopl e seek mundane goals al their lives. Forgetting about the Hereafter, they strive for those goals
they deem to be good. While doing this, however, they forget their real responsibility: to serve Allah. In order to
please and thereby to earn the good pleasure of the deities they associate with Allah, they put forth alot of effort
and think that they benefit themselvesand others.

Some people, on the other hand, devote their lives to Allah by using all of the means and blessings He
grants them to earn His good pleasure. They seek to attain the straight path, please Allah, and display the moral
excellence He demands from His servants.

The Qur’ an states that the situation of these two peoplewill not be the same, asfollows:

The blind and seeing are not the same, nor are darkness and light, nor are cool shade and
fierce heat. The living and dead are not the same. Allah makes anyone He wills hear, but you cannot
make those in the grave hear. (Surah Fatir, 35:19-22)

On the Day of Judgment, Allah will distinguish between these people who adhere to differing paths and
make them aware of their situation. On that Day, everyone will be fully repaid for what they did, and He will
manifest Hisinfinitejustice:

On the Day of Rising, your Lord will decide between them regarding everything about which
they differed. (Surat as-Sajda, 32:25)

AL-FATIR
The Creator; The Originator

“O My Lord, You have granted power to me on Earth and taught me the true meaning of events. O
Originator of the heavens and Earth, You aremy Friend in thisworld and the next. So take me asaMuslim
at my death, and join meto the peoplewho arerighteous.” (Surah Y usuf, 12:101)

Earth hasaspecial design that supportslife. Itslocation in space and its special structure, which meetsthe
needs of al living beings, make it clear that this planet is the product of a superior wisdom. Our planet’sliving
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beings show that an astonishing design isinherent in all of them. Gifted with an appropriate bodily structure,
every living being livesin asuitable setting.

This aside, as we focus more on the details of their formation, the fact of creation appears more clearly.
Each cell, the basic unit of every living being, has a perfect system and such a flawless order that it is a clear
refutation of the unbelievers' claim that life somehow created itself or isthe result of aseriesof coincidence.

All that we see around us carries traces of an intelligent and purposeful design—a design that belongs to
our Creator: Allah. Our Lord’ sartistry isvisiblein any detail. Allah relates His system’ s inherent perfection, as
follows:

He Who created the seven heavensin layers. You will not find any flaw in the creation of the
All-Merciful. Look again—do you see any gaps? Then look again and again. Your sight will return to
you dazzled and exhausted! (Surat al-Mulk, 67:3-4)

Say: “Am | to take anyone other than Allah as my protector, the Bringer into Being of the
heavens and Earth, He Who feeds and is not fed?” Say: “I am commanded to be the first of the
Muslims” and “ Do not be among the idolaters.” (Surat al-An‘am, 6:14)

Their Messengers said: “Is there any doubt about Allah, the Bringer into Being of the heavens
and Earth? He summons you to forgive you for your wrong actions and to defer you until a specified
time.” They said: “You are nothing but human beings like ourselves who want to debar us from what
our fathersworshipped; so bring usa clear authority.” (Surah Ibrahim, 14:10)

AL- FATTAH
TheOpener

If only the people of the cities had had faith and fear, We would have opened up to them blessings
from heaven and Earth. But they denied the truth, so We seized them for what they earned. (Surat a-A‘raf,
7:96)

Asthe Opener, Allah tests people with hardship. However, He does not impose an unbearable burden on
anyone. When Allah sends difficulty to His sincere servants, He al'so opens away out. Moreover, after each test
He sends ease. Indeed, Allah citesthe hardshipsthat our Prophet (saas) encountered, asfollows:

Did We not expand your breast and remove your load, which weighed down your back? Did We
not raise your renown high? For truly with hardship comes ease; truly with hardship comes ease.
(Surat al-Inshirah, 94:1-6)

Allah gives many examples of the help He offers to believers. For example, He supported Prophet Musa
(as) during histroubles and eased hisway. When he asked Allah to let hisbrother Harun (as) accompany himon
his mission to Pharaoh, Allah granted hisrequest.
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Thisisonly oneexampleof Allah’ scontinuoussupport and helpfor believers. Heeventually removes their
hardships, even those that seem impossible to overcome. Y et, He makes the unbelievers' hearts narrow and
constricted and withholds His blessings from them. No power can restore these blessings, for only Allah can
grant them.

Thisaside, Allah opensthe gatesof torment for unbelievers, asfollows:

... hor will they humble themselves until We open to them a gate to a harsh punishment in
which they will at once be crushed by despair. (Surat al-Mu’minun, 23:76-77)

AL-GHAFFAR
The Forgiving

"I [Nuh] said: 'Ask forgivenessof your Lord. Truly He is Endlessly Forgiving.” (Surah Nuh, 71:10)

Allah’sforgivenessisinfinite. He gives al of His servants countless opportunities to repent and thereby
purify themselves. People can save themselves from the punishment of Hell by repenting for what they did in
ignorance. If they turn sincerely to the Qur’ an and scrupulously adhereto Allah’s commands, they will find our
Lord ever forgiving and most merciful, asstated below:

Why should Allah punish you if you arethankful and havefaith?... (Surat an-Nisa', 4: 147)

In fact, even ungrateful people who are ignorant of religion may enjoy many blessings because of His
forgivenessand compassion, for:

If Allah wereto take mankind to task for what they have earned, He would not leave a single
creature crawling on it; but He defers them until a specified time. Then, when their time comes, Allah
sees His servants! (Surah Fatir, 35:45)

Allah grants enough time for anyone who is willing to receive admonition. He sends Messengers who
warn and inform them about what is allowed and what is prohibited. Those who insist on denial, despite His
revelations, will surely be repaid.

... | am Ever-Forgiving to anyone who repents, has faith, acts rightly, and then is guided. (Surah
TaHa, 20:82)

But to those who do evil in ignorance and then, after that, repent and put things right, to them
your Lord is Ever-Forgiving, Most Merciful. (Surat an-Nahl, 16:119)
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O you who believe! Have fear of Allah and faith in His Messenger. He will give you a double
portion of Hismercy, grant you a Light by which to walk, and forgive you. Allah is Ever-Forgiving,
Most Merciful. (Surat al-Hadid, 57:28)

AL-GHANI
The Self-Sufficient, The Rich Beyond Need

O mankind! You are the poor ones in need of Allah, whereas Allah is the Rich Beyond Need, the
Praiseworthy. (Surah Fatir, 35:15)

Throughout history, insolent and arrogant people have displayed one common characteristic: their power
and wealth. These people grew arrogant toward Allah, due to the blessings He granted to them, and turned their
faces away from Him. Forgetting that Allah isthe real owner of everything, they attempted to claim ownership
over what He granted them out of His great kindness. They grew rebellious, directed pressure and violence
against believers, and met His M essengerswith great hostility. Ultimately, Allah seized them with an unbearable
torment. For example, He caused some of them to be swallowed up by an earthquake and showed others that
Heis Rich Beyond Need. In oneverse, Allah relatesthe situation of such nations, asfollows:

That is because their Messengers brought them the Clear Signs, but they said: “Are human
beings going to guide us?” So they were unbelievers and turned away. But Allah is canpletely
independent of them. Allah is Rich Beyond Need, Praiseworthy. (Surat at-Taghabun, 64:6)

These arrogant and unbelieving peoplefail to remember or grasp that only Allah, the sole Owner, actually
owns all that exists. Allah informs us of thisfact, asfollows:

Whatever isin the heavens and in the earth belongsto Allah. We have instructed those given
the Book before you, and you yourselves, to have fear [and awareness| of Allah. But if you are
unbelievers, what is in the heavens and in the earth belongs to Allah. Allah is Rich Beyond Need,
Praiseworthy. (Surat an-Nisa’, 4:131)

The Qur’an informs us that these people, because they were well-off, had grown arrogant and thus had
turned away from worshipping Allah and adhering to His Messengers. Prophet Musa (as) responded to them in
thefollowing manner:

Musa said: “If you were to be ungrateful, you and everyone on Earth, Allah is Rich Beyond
Need, Praiseworthy.” (Surah Ibrahim, 14:8)

AsAllahinformsusin many other verses, Heisthereal Owner of power and wealth. He is Rich Beyond
Need of any being, but everything and everyoneisin need of Him, asthe Qur’ an reveal s below:
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Have they not traveled in the land and seen the final fate of those before them? They were far
greater than them in strength. Allah cannot be withstood in any way, either in the heavens or on
Earth. Heis All-Knowing, All-Powerful. (Surah Fatir, 35:44)

AL-KHABEER
The All-Aware

O you who believel Have fear [and awareness| of Allah, and let each self look to what it hassent
forward for tomorrow. Have fear [and awareness] of Allah. Allah is awar e of what you do. (Surat al-Hashr,
59:18)

Humanity, bounded by time and space, can be aware of only what isvisible. Our inability to step outside of
these boundariesis one of our greatest weaknesses.

Allah, Who created humanity as well as space and time, is not bound by these concepts. Allah, Who is
exalted above anything, naturally is aware of all that takes place in the universe, regardless of time or location.
He knows how many starsarein agalaxy located millions of light yearsaway, each celestial body’ sorbit aswell
astheinformation hiddeninsideaseed lying underground.

Allah also knows everything about peopl € slives: their actions, where they were born and where they will
die, and for what purpose they strove. He even knows such small details as when they cried or laughed, as well
astheir most secret thoughts, for He created them. The Qur’ an states:

Those who ar e tight-fisted with the bounty Allah has given them should not suppose that that is
better for them. No indeed, it isworse for them! What they wer e tight-fisted with will be hung around
their necks on the Day of Rising. Allah istheinheritor of the heavens and Earth, and is awar e of what
you do. (Surah Al ‘Imran, 3:180)

Eyesight cannot perceive Him, but He perceives eyesight. He is the All-Penetrating, the All-
Aware. (Surat al-An‘am, 6:103)

Put your trust in the Living, Who does not die, and glorify Him with praise. He is well awar e of
the wrong actions of His servants. (Surat al-Furgan, 25:58)

Truly Allah has knowledge of the Hour, sends down abundant rain, and knows what isin the
womb. And no self knows what it will earn tomorrow or in which land it will die. Allah is All-Knowing,
All-Aware. (Surah Lugman, 31:34)

AL-HADI
The Guide
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And so that those who have been given knowledge will know it isthe truth from their Lord and have faith
init, and their heartswill be humbled to Him. Allah guides those who believe to a straight path. (Surat al-
Hajj, 22:54)

There are two kinds of people: those who know and so can appreciate Allah’s power, and those who do
not. The latter lead an ordinary life and die. Throughout their lives, they are reluctant to wonder why they exist
or who created them, whether they have any responsibilitiestoward Him, or theinfinite power of our Lord, Who
created the entire universe, including them, from nothing. Instead, they busy themselves with such mundane
issues as their education, how to get promoted at work, or their children’s future. Of course such matters
deserve some attention, but it is a great mistake to make them the goal of one’s life. Such minor issues hinder
people from seeing the countless miracles surrounding them. Furthermore, even if they can see these miracles,
they shy away from pondering over them.

Those who fedl the urge to get acquainted with the signs of Allah’s existence and absolute power, and
then begin to appreciate them, lead a totally different life. Out of their strong conscience, they observe their
surroundings with awe and acknowledge that He created whatever they see. Aware of their responsibilities
toward our Lord, the All-Mighty, they do what is pleasing to Allah, live according to His rules, and, most
important of all, realize that each person will be called to account in the Hereafter.

Allah guides the members of the first group. Although they have always remained a minority, their way
has always been theright one. Allah relates the difference between these two groups, asfollows:

Those who believe in what has been sent down to you, what was sent down before you, and are
certain about the Hereafter. They are the people guided by their Lord. They are the ones who have
success. Asfor those who are unbélievers, it makes no difference to them whether you warn them or
do not warn them, [for] they will not believe. Allah has sealed up their hearts and hearing, and over
their eyesisablindfold. They will meet with a terrible punishment. (Surat al-Baqgara, 2:4-7)

No doubt, being one of these peopleis agreat blessing granted by Allah, for unless otherwise willed by
Him, no one can guide anyone el seto the truth and the righteous path:

You cannot guide those you would like to, but Allah guides those He wills. He has best
knowledge of the guided. (Surat al-Qasas, 28:56)

AL-KHAFIDH
TheAbaser

Abasing [one party], exalting [the other] (Surat al-Wagi‘a, 56:3)

Everyone can see, think, and draw conclusions from what they think. For instance, our body’s flawless
functioning indicates an intricate design. Considering the wisdom inherent in this design’ s detailswill make one
realize that someone must have planned, designed, and created all of theseintricacies.
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This process holds true for those who use their faculties. However, other people pay no heed whatsoever
to the incidents they encounter. Unfortunately, this second group represents the majority. As we said earlier,
they are born, grow up, lead an ordinary life, and then die. However, Allah praises those who think and learn,
and humiliates those who do not. Asthe Qur’ an states:

Those who remember Allah, standing, sitting, and lying on their sides, and reflect on the
creation of the heavens and Earth: “Our Lord, You have not created thisfor nothing. Glory beto You!
So safeguard us from the punishment of the Fire. Our Lord, those You cast into the Fire You have
indeed disgraced. The wrongdoers will have no helpers.” (Surah Al ‘Imran, 3:191-192)

Allah exalts those people who think and take heed. True servants of Allah, they are distinguished from all
others. Those who do not think and do not use the facultieswith which Allah has blessed them, on the other hand,
lead asimple life like that of the animals, for they seek only to meet their physical needs. Allah debases such
people, for they choose this animal-like life by refusing to exercise their conscience and think. The Qur’an
describestheminthefollowing terms:

The likeness of those who are unbelieversisthat of someone who yells out to something that
cannot hear—it isnothing but a cry and a call. Deaf, dumb, and blind. They do not use their intellect.
(Surat al-Bagara, 2:171)

AL-HAFEEDH
The Guardian; The Preserver

"If you turn your backs, | have transmitted to you what | was sent to you with; my Lord will replace you
with another people, and youwill not harmHimat all. My Lord isthe Preserver of everything." (Surah Hud,
11:57)

Today, all of our scientific dataindicates that the universe was brought into existence from nonexistence.
Those atoms that existed when the universe first came into existence, and those that make up every living and
non-living being today, are the very same atoms. Science further verifies that the number of atoms in existence
has never changed. Those atoms, which spread at atremendous speed throughout the universe after it cameinto
existence, today make up stars, Earth, the air, water on Earth’s surface and even in your body. The fact that
they accomplish this with such a superior order reveal s the existence of the Power that controls each atom, for
the existence of this order necessitates the existence of the Power that establishesit.

At this point, we come across one fact: Allah, Who created matter from non-existence and established a
flawless order, surely knows about each stage of this process, for even a single second of such an intricate and
complex system could not have formed randomly. Thisfact reveals Hisinfinite power. Moreover, He continues
to observe and protect this order. The verse, “Your Lord is always watching” (Surah al-Fgjr, 89:14) reveals
Allah’ severlasting protection of theuniverse:
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We know exactly how the earth eats them away. We possess an all-preserving Book. (Surat al-
Qaf, 50:4)

He had no authority over them, except to enable Us to know those who believe in the
Her eafter from those who arein doubt about it. Your Lord isthe Preserver of all things. (Surah Saba,
34:21)

As for those who take others besides Him as protectors, Allah takes care of them. You are not
set over them as a guardian. (Surat ash-Shura, 42:6)

The Prophet (saas) said:
“Be mindful of Allah and He will protect you. Be mindful of Allah, and you will find Him in front of
you.” (Hadith at-Tirmidhi)

AL- HAKIM
TheJudge

“Am | to desire someone other than Allah as ajudge, when it is He Who has sent down the Book to
you clarifying everything?’ Those We have given the Book know it has been sent down from your Lord with
truth, so on no account be among the doubters. (Surat al-An‘am, 6:114)

Allah created all people and placed them on Earth, a place of trial set up to distinguish the good people
from the evil ones. He sent M essengers with books that would enabl e the peopl e to distinguish right from wrong.
Throughout history, all Messengerswarned their peoplesand summoned themto the straight path. But over time,
people distorted these books by replacing parts of the divine messages with personal judgments designed to
protect their own interests. Despite this, Allah sent down an incorruptible Qur’an as a “guide” to them: “We
have sent down the Reminder and will preserveit” (Surat a-Hijr, 15:9).

The Qur’an is the sole reference for arriving at the truth, for only It is unique and contains all of His
commands. Those who embrace this Book and strive to fulfill its commands have found the true path. Those
who judge according to Allah’ scommandsand fulfill Hisdemandswill berewarded inthe Hereafter.

AL- HAKEEM
The All-Wise

He is Allah—the Creator, the Maker, the Giver of Form. To Him belong the Most Beautiful Names.
Everything in the heavens and Earth glorifiesHim. Heisthe Almighty, the All-Wise. (Surat al-Hashr, 59:24)

As we mentioned earlier, everything around us contains obvious signs of creation. Galaxies proceed
toward acertain direction, Earth followsaparticular orbit, living organisms contain intricate systems discovered
only recently, and events occur in perfect order in the micro-universe, which isinvisible to the naked eye... As
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science proceeds, the cumulative information reveals ever more clearly the delicacy inherent in the universe's
design.

Modern science has unearthed the following fact: All events that have occurred since the universe's
creation have developed according to a particular plan. The end result is Earth and all of itsinhabitants. Given
this, all of ushavetheresponsibility to recognize that we are surrounded with the most suitable conditionsand to
grasp thedivinewisdom behind the universe’ sformation.

Living amidst such blessings, we need to remember that everything is created for acertain purpose. After
al, weareliving on aplanet designed to meet all of our needs perfectly. Just thinking about thisfact isenough to
realize that everything has been created with wisdom. Asthe Qur’ an states:

... “Glory beto You! We have no knowledge except what You have taught us. You are the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise.” (Surat al-Bagara, 2:32)

The men and women of the believers are friends of one another. They command what isright
and forbid what iswrong, establish prayer and pay alms, and obey Allah and HisMessenger. They are
the people upon whom Allah will have mercy. Allah is Almighty, All-Wise. (Surat at-Tawba, 9:71)

Your Lord will gather them. Heis All-Wise, All-Knowing. (Surat al-Hijr, 15:25)

AL-HAQQ
The Truth, The Real

That isbecause Allah—He is the Truth, and what you call upon besides Him is falsehood. Allah isthe
All-High, theMost Great. (Surah Lugman, 31:30)

Asisthe casewith al living and non-living beings, space and time are a so created concepts. In amoment
when space and time were non-existent, the universe was suddenly created from non-existence, and from within
this universe emerged the concepts of space and time. Indeed, as we go back in time, we encounter alimit that
we can never cross. the moment the universe was created. Modern science has determined thislimit to be 10-43
seconds after the moment the universe was created. Before this, space and time could not be defined.

At this point, we encounter adimension in which space and time did not exist. Asthese two concepts that
[imit humanity were “created” at a certain time, spacelessness and timel essness existed before this “ creation.”
The One Who created these conceptsis Allah, Who is utterly exalted above them and, consequently, Everlasting.
This fact never changes, for only He has genuine existence. Outside His existence, everything is mortal and
doomed to perish. Asthe Qur’ aninformsus, theonly TruthisHim:

High exalted be Allah, the King, the Real! Do not rush ahead with the Qur’an before its
revelation to you is complete, and say: “My Lord, increase me in knowledge.” (Surah Ta Ha, 20:114)

That is because Allah is the Real, gives life to the dead, and has power over all things. (Surat al-
Hajj, 22:6)
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In that situation the only protection is from Allah, the Real. He gives the best reward and the
best outcome. (Surat al-Kahf, 18:44)

The Prophet (saas) used to glorify our Lord, saying:
“You are the Truth, Your saying is the Truth, Your promise is the Truth, and the meeting with You is
the Truth, and Paradise is the Truth, and the (Hell) Fire is the Truth." (Sahih Bukhari)

AL-KHALIQ
The Creator

Allah created every animal from water. Some of them go on their bellies, some of them on two legs, and
someon four. Allah creates whatever He wills. Allah has power over all things. (Surat an-Nur, 24:45)

Beesaccomplish their tasks perfectly. Worker bees construct the hive, ventilateit, and maintain aconstant
temperature in it. They also bring in the nutrients they collect from flowers. The queen bee, on the other hand,
remainsin the hive and ensures the community’ s continuity. The gnat larva changesits skin four times before it
fully completesits development. Toward the end of the pupa period, the pupa cocoon, which is covered with a
special viscousliquid that protects the gnat’ s head from contact with water, is torn at the top and the adult gnat
climbsonto thewater with only itsfeet touchingit.

Bees and gnats are only two types of living beings on this planet. Y et, as is the case with all other living
beings, Allah determines when they will be born, live, and die. From the time they are born, they live as Allah
considers proper for them and commandsthem to live. Never do they transgress the boundaries of their assigned
duties. This holds true for lizards that survive in deserts where the temperature reaches 50° Celsius (122°
Fahrenheit), as well as for penguins living in polar regions where the temperature can drop far below -50°
Celsius (-58° Fahrenheit) or sponges whose habitat is thousands of meters below the ocean’s surface. The
earlier ones aso lived in the same way and the latter ones will continue to do so, for Allah determines away of
lifefor eachliving being. Therefore, noliving being can determine how it will live, for thisdeterminationliesonly
with Allah, to Whom they all submit.

Humanity isatiny part of life, abeing Allah created from adrop of water and granted away of life. Thus,
only He can determine when a person will be born or die, control the aging process, or will one to beimmune or
susceptible to any weakness or disease. The unprecedented nature of His power and His control over everything
isrelated inthe Qur’ an, asfollows:

He isthe Originator of the heavens and Earth. How could He have a son when He has no wife?
He created all things and has knowledge of all things. (Surat al-An‘am, 6:101)

Say: “Who isthe Lord of the heavens and Earth?” Say: “Allah.” Say: “So why have you taken
protectors apart from Him who possess no power to help or harm themselves?’” Say: “Are the blind
and the seeing equal? Or are darkness and light the same? Or have they assigned partners to Allah,
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Who creates as He creates, so that all creating seems the same to them?” Say: “Allah is the Creator
of everything. Heisthe One, the All-Conquering.” (Surat ar-Ra‘d, 13:16)

They will ask their skins: “Why did you testify against us?” and they will reply: “Allah gave us
speech, as He has given speech to everything. He created you in the first place, and you will be
returned to Him.” (Surah Fussilat, 41:21)

AL-HALEEM
The All-Clement, The Lenient

Those of you who turned their backs on the day the two armies clashed—it was Satan who made them
dip for what they had done. But Allah has pardoned them. Allah is Ever-Forgiving, L enient. (Surah Al ‘Imran,
3:155)

The Qur’ an, which Allah revealed from His Sight to humanity, isthelast Just Book. It still existsinitspure
and uncorrupted state, for He has promised to preserve it, and He always keeps His promises. In this Book,
Allah explains how to serve Him, what is allowed and what is prohibited, gives the good news that those who
devotetheir livesto Him and strive to earn Hisgood pleasure will enter Paradise and remain therein forever, and
that those who turn their backs upon Himwill enter Hell and be punished for al eternity.

Y et despite these facts, the majority of people disregard the Qur’ an, and some of them never pick it up at
all. Ignoring Allah’ s verses, they indulge in thisworld’ s pleasures and never worry about having to account for
themselves after death or their next life. Ignoring the limits that He has set, they do not display the moral
excellence Allah expects from them, share their possessions with others, or help them when they are in need.
Furthermore, when they are called to have faith in Allah, they claim to know what they are doing. Very few of
them haveagenuinefaithin Allah and meticul ously comply with Hiscommands.

Some reflection upon these facts can help us comprehend Allah’s infinite compassion and mercy.
Although unbelieversintentionally turn their faces away from the just religion and transgress the limits set by
Allah, He does not punish them right away. Rather, He grants them various blessings and allowsthemto livein
abundance. Moreover, He givesthem time so that they may see the truth and return to the straight path. ISamis
easy to practice, another expression of Allah’sinfinite mercy. In addition, He does not hold people responsible
for their forgetfulnessor their mistakes, and does not impose any responsibility upon the blind, the lame, and the
sick. Herelieves peopl€e’ sburdens by instructing them about patience and trust in Him. All of these examplesare
enoughtograsp Allah’ sinfinitemercy and compassion and theunbelievers ungrateful ness.

We need to keep another point in mind aswell: Allahisinfinitely just and, both in thisworld and the next,
He will recompense people according to the best of what they did. This attribute isrelated in several verses, as
follows:

Allah will not take you to task for inadvertent statementsin your oaths, but He will take you to
task for the intention your hearts have made. Allah is Ever-Forgiving, Lenient. (Surat al-Bagara,
2:225)
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The seven heavens and Earth and everyone in them glorify Him. There is nothing that does not
glorify Him with praise, but you do not understand their glorification. He is Lenient, Ever-Forgiving.
(Surat al-Isra’, 17:44)

Allah keeps a firm hold on the heavens and Earth, preventing them from vanishing. And if they
vanished, no one could then keep hold of them. Certainly Heis Lenient, Ever-Forgiving. (Surah Fatir,
35:41)

AL-HAMEED
The Praisaworthy

He sends down abundant rain, after they have lost al hope, and unfolds His mercy. He is the Protector,
the Praiseworthy. (Surat ash-Shura, 42:28)

All plantsand animalslive and glorify Allah wherever He has placed them. A fishin the ocean or acactus
in the desert lead their lives with great submission, according to what Allah has determined for them, and their
maintenance of His order indicates thisglorification. Everything in the heavens and Earth, oceans consisting of
tons of water, mountains rising thousands of meters, clouds drifting in the sky, and thunderstorms also glorify
Allah andindicate Hisinfinite knowledge and power. Y et thosewho do not believefail to grasp thisglorification,
as stated below:

The seven heavens and Earth and everyone in them glorify Him. There is nothing that does not
glorify Him with praise, but you do not understand their glorification. He is Lenient, Ever-Forgiving.
(Surat al-Isra’, 17:44)

On the other hand, believers grasp our Lord’ s greatness, glorify Him, and thank Him for the blessings He
grants, for they know that He expectsthem to be thankful servants. Allah commandsthus:

What is in the heavens and in the earth belongs to Allah. We have instructed those given the
Book before you, and you yourselves to have fear [and awareness] of Allah. But if you do not believe,
what isin the heavens and in the earth belongsto Allah. Allah is Rich Beyond Need, Praiseworthy.
(Surat an-Nisa’, 4:131)

Musa said: “If you were to be ungrateful, you and everyone on Earth, Allah is Rich Beyond
Need, Praiseworthy.” (Surah Ibrahim, 14:8)

Those who have been given knowledge see that what has been sent down to you from your
Lord isthetruth and that it guidesto the Path of the Almighty, the Praiseworthy. (Surah Saba, 34:6)
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AL-HASEEB
TheReckoner

Those who conveyed Allah’s Message and had fear [and awareness] of Him, fearing no one except Allah.
Allah suffices as a Reckoner. (Surat al-Ahzab, 33:39)

Allah creates us and forms each one of usin our mother’s womb with such great care that all of us are
unique beings. While we are unconscious and still gestating, Allah protects and feeds us. Those nine months
spent in the mother’s womb is utterly a dark period, for no one knows all of the miraculous events that occur
during that time. Only Allah knows these events, for He knows each person from the moment he or she was a
singlecell until the moment of hisor her death.

Allah witnesses and remembers each person’ s deeds and thoughts, for He control s both the inner thoughts
and the outer deeds. In brief, He controls everyone’ s spirit.

People forget their acts and words, and their experiences become dim memories. For example, something
that happened a decade ago often seems meaningless. It isasif amajor part of our past experiences have been
deleted. But on the Day of Judgment, Allah will cause us to confront all of our good and evil deeds. Thus, we
need to remember that He is with us al the time. Allah informs us about His namethe Reckoner in the
following verses:

Then they areturned to Allah, their Master, the Real. Jurisdiction belongs to Him alone and
Heisthe Swiftest of Reckoners. (Surat al-An'am, 6:62)

K eep a close check on orphans until they reach a marriageable age. Then, if you perceive that
they have sound judgment, hand over their property to them. Do not consume it extravagantly and
precipitately before they come of age. Those who are wealthy should abstain from it altogether.
Those who are poor should use it sensibly and correctly. When you hand over their property to them,
ensure that there are witnesses on their behalf. Allah suffices as a Reckoner. (Surat an-Nisa’, 4:6)

AL-HAYY
The Living

He is theLiving—thereis no deity but Him—so call upon Him, making your religion sincerely His.
Praisebeto Allah, the Lord of all theworlds. (Surah Ghafir, 40:65)

Being weak, what we can actually do isvery limited. After we are born, we spend 5-10 years devel oping
our intelligence through education and need constant care. Later on, we spend a great deal of time meeting our
bodily needs (e.g., sleeping, and working to acquire food, clothing, and a place to live) and keeping ourselves
clean and fresh.

Almost one-quarter of our lifeis spent in sleep. No matter how much we resist the need to sleep and use
that time to engage in other activities, we cannot endure sleep deprivation for more than a few days. Indeed,
such alack of sleep affects our nervous systems by leaving us drowsy and unable to concentrate, and leads to
poor memory and physical performance. | f sleep deprivation continues, mood swingsmay devel op.
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All creatures have afragile nature. Allah, the Creator of al beings, is al-Hayy (The Living). He controls
everything at every moment, knows everything, and has power over al things. Heisnot subject to drowsinessor
sleep, and is exalted above all forms of weakness. He gives various weaknesses to His servants, and commands
them to recogni ze these weaknesses, serve Him, and ask Him for everything. Given these inherent weaknesses,
we turn to our Lord, aware that we cannot live for another second unless He wills it. Several verses inform us
about this attribute, asfollows:

Allah, thereisno deity but Him, the Living, the Self-Sustaining. (Surah Al ‘Imran, 3:2)

Put your trust in the Living, Who does not die, and glorify Him with praise. He is well aware of
the wrong actions of His servants. (Surat al-Furgan, 25:58)

Faces will be humbled to the Living, the All-Sustaining, and anyone weighed down with
wrongdoing will have failed. (Surah Ta Ha, 20:111)

AL-QABIDH
The Seizer, The Restricter

Isthere anyone who will make Allah agenerous|oan so that He can multiply it for him many times over?
Allah both restrictsand expands. And you will be returned to Him. (Surat al-Bagara, 2:245)

Allah, the sole Owner of everything, created all beings and furnished Earth with blessings that will meet
their needs. All forms of wealth actually belong to Him, for He is its sole owner. In this world, Allah does not
grant wealth to everyone. Y et, both the well-off and the poor need to remember that Allah grants and owns
everything.

Allah tests those peopl e to whom He grants wealth by how they use this blessing, and expects them to be
thankful. Meanwhile, He restricts the wealth of others as a test of their gratefulness to Him. Consequently,
whatever people lack or possess are not gains for them; rather, they are a test from Allah to see whether they
want the life of thisworld or the next.

So fear [and be awar €] of Allah, as much asyou are ableto. Listen, obey, and spend for your
own benefit. It is the people who are safe-guarded from the avarice of their own selves who are
successful. If you make a generous loan to Allah, He will multiply it for you and forgive you... (Surat
at-Taghabun, 64:16-17)

Allah aso grants many spiritual blessingsin thisworldly life. When Hewills, He may test peoplethrough
theimperfectionsrelated to these blessings by creating various tests. On the other hand, due to their insistence
uponunbelief, Allah may repay unbelieversinthisworld by willing themto experiencetroubleand anxiety intheir
hearts. In such a situation, people have to realize that Allah saves them from all forms of trouble and hardship.
Just as Herestricts, He also expands (al-Basit). To the hearts of His sincere servants who only turn to Him for
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help, Allah gives serenity, peace, and afeeling of relief. He supports them with His help, love, and mercy, and
also aleviates their tasks. In the Qur’ an, Allah reminds us that all hearts find peace only in the remembrance of
our Lord, asfollows:

Those who have faith and whose hearts find peace in the remembrance of Allah. Only in the
remembrance of Allah can the heart find peace. (Surat ar-Ra'd, 13:28)

AL-QABIL
The Acceptor of Repentance

He accepts repentance from His servants, pardons evil acts, and knows what they do. (Surat ash-Shura,
42:25)

All human beings are very vulnerable, for we cannot survive unless all conditions essential for life are
provided for us. And yet some people tend to grow insolent, arrogant, and ungrateful toward Allah, as the
following versesindicate:

We offered the Trust to the heavens, Earth, and the mountains, but they refused to take it on
and shrank from it. But man took it on. Heisindeed wrongdoing and ignorant. (Surat al-Ahzab, 33:72)

Truly manisungrateful tohisLord. (Surat al-* Adiyat, 100:6)

Allah isfully aware of thisinherent evil tendency. He knows that humanity is fallible, ignorant, and
ungrateful, and yet Heis always compassionate and merciful toward people. Out of His compassion, He showed
humanity the way to salvation: repentance.

Allah gives al of us countless opportunities to purify ourselves through repentance. Regardless of what
we have done or of our former ungratefulness, we can attain salvation if we are sincere, remain true to Allah,
fear and are aware of Allah, and truly repent.

Thisattributeisaclear indication of Allah’ scompassion and mercy upon people. Allah, Whoisnot in need
of anything,wouldn't haveforgiven anyoneif Hewilled. But out of Hisinfinite compassion, Heknew that people
would need this compassion and mercy, and so gave the good news that He would accept the repentance of any
sincere person. Asthe Qur’ an states:

Do they not know that Allah accepts repentance from His servants and acknowledges their

alms, and that Allah isthe Ever-Returning, the Most Merciful? (Surat at-Tawba, 9:104)

AL- QADEE
The Ruler; He Who CompletesHisTask
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The Originator of the heavens and Earth. When He decides on something, He just says to it: “Be!”
and it is. (Surat al-Bagara, 2:117)

Allahisinfinitely powerful. Astheversesinform us, Hewills something into existence by saying“Be.” No
doubt thisisan obvious manifestation of Allah’ sgreatness and absol ute control over theuniverse.

From humanity’s perspective, al life on Earth operates according to the law of cause and effect. For
instance, objects depend upon Earth’s gravity to remain stationary, while ships float only because water holds
them up. But Allah is exalted above al of these causes and effects, for He creates all causes and the ensuing
effects within the framework of certain laws and cause-and-effect relations to reveal whether we are His true
servants. No doubt, Allah can easily create things without a cause. Indeed in the Qur’ an, Allah relates some of
Hismiracles, such asthe birth of Prophet ‘1sa (as) without afather:

She [Maryam] said: “My Lord! How can | have a son when no man has ever touched me?’ He
said: “It will be so.” Allah creates whatever He wills. When He decides on something, He just says
toit: “Be!” and it is. (Surah Al ‘Imran, 3:47)

Allah informs us that everything is possible when He commands “Be.” That Allah hasinfinite power,
ownstheentireuniverse, and ruleshumanity isrelated in several verses, asfollows:

The likeness of ‘Isa in Allah’s sight is the same as Adam. He created him from earth and then
said to him: “Be!” and hewas. (Surah Al ‘Imran, 3:59)

He created the heavens and Earth with truth. The day He says “Be!” it is. His speech is Truth.
The Kingdom will be His on the Day the Trumpet is blown, the Knower of the Unseen and the Visible.
Heis the All-Wise, the All-Aware. (Surat al-An‘am, 6:73)

His command when He desires a thing isjust to say toit: “Bel” and it is. (Surah Ya Sin, 36:82)
He gives life and causes to die. When He decides on something, He just says to it: “Be!l” and it
is. (Surat al-Ghafir, 40:68)

AL- QADEEM
The Giver of Advance Warning

Hewill say: “Do not arguein My presence when | gave you advance war ning of the Threat.” (Surah
Qaf, 50:28)

Allah, Whoisinfinitely just, sent Messengersto tell humanity about Him. Throughthejust BooksHe gave
to His Messengers, He granted all peopl e discrimination, taught them how to worship Him correctly, and made
them aware of the morality that will earn Hisgood pleasure. He provided knowledge of the Unseen: Death may
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come at any time, the Hour isdrawing nigh, no onewill be wronged while accounting for his or her deeds on the
Day of Judgment, and those who reject Him inthisworld will be punished in the next world.

By means of such warnings, including “No indeed! Truly it isareminder, and whoever wills pays
heed to it” (Surah‘Abasa, 80:11-12), Allah statesthat we can learn from the Qur’ an and be guided. In addition,
He gives a detailed account of what happens to those who are ungrateful, as well as what happened to earlier
communitiesof unbelievers, so that His servants can take heed. Allah commands thus:

Leavethedeniers, who live alife of ease, to Me, and toleratethem alittle longer. With Usare
shackles, a Blazing Fire, food that chokes, and a painful punishment on the Day the ground and
mountains shake, and the mountains become like shifting dunes. We have sent you a M essenger to
bear witness against you, just as We sent Pharaoh a Messenger. But Pharaoh disobeyed the
M essenger, so We seized him with terrible severity. How will you safeguard your selves, if you are
unbelievers, against a Day that will turn children grey, by which Heaven will be split apart? His
promise will be fulfilled. Thistruly isareminder, so let anyone who wills take the Way toward his
Lord. (Surat al-Muzzammil, 73:11-19)

Asthe verse above informs us, “anyone who wills can take the Way to Our Lord.” However, those who
insist onturning away deserveagrievousend, for Allah givesthe most just judgment.

AL-QADEER
The Power ful

Among His Signsisthat you see Earth laid bare and then, when We send down water on it, it quivers and
swells. HeWho givesit lifeisHe Who giveslifeto the dead. Certainly He has power over all things. (Surah
Fussilat, 41:39)

As Allah informs us in many verses, every event is known to Him, for He willsit into existence just by
saying: “Be.” He knows when each leaf falls, when each woman or female animal becomes pregnant, and
whatever happens at any location in the universe. If Hewills, He can replace an unbelieving society with anew
one. He grants or withdraws enormous possessions to whomever He wills, punishes an unbelieving society at a
time and by amethod of His choice, and makesthe ground infertile or dry and devoid of life. Nothing that exists
can prevent Him from doing what Hewills, for His power isinfinite, asrevealed in thefollowing verses:

Have they not traveled in the land and seen the final fate of those before them? They were far
greater than them in strength. Allah cannot be withstood in any way, either in the heavens or on
Earth. Heis All-Knowing, All-Power ful. (Surah Fatir, 35:44)

No! | swear by the Lord of the Easts and Weststhat We have the power to replace them with
something better than them. We will not be outstripped. (Surat al- Ma'arij, 70:40-41)
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Just as He punishes an unbelieving nation, He has the power to grant mercy to His sincere servants. In
the Qur’an, we find many examples of His power. As a manifestation of His name, al-Qadeer, Allah has
always helped His sincere servants and shown them a way out of their hard and difficult situation. He saved
Prophet Ibrahim (as) from a pit of fire, rescued Prophet Y usuf (as) from the depths of a well, and released
Prophet Y unus (as) from the darkness in the fish’s stomach. Similarly, Allah granted a child to Prophet
Zakariyya (as) when he was old and hiswife was infertile, and thereby manifested His power over everything.
Throughout history, Allah has supported all of His Messengers and believers and helped them with His mercy
and power inreturn for their patience and trust in Him.

AL-KAFI
The Sufficient One

I's Allah not sufficient for His servant? Y et they try to scare you with others apart from Him. If Allah
mi sguides someone, he has no guide. (Surat az-Zumar, 39:36)

Those who do not have afirm belief in Allah are afraid of many things, such as other people and natural
disasters. Others are obsessed with losing their possessions or their loved ones. However, Allah addresses those
who have firm belief in Him asfollows:

The Lord of the heavens and Earth and everything in between them, if you are people with
certainty. Thereis no deity but Him—He gives life and causes to die—your Lord and the Lord of
your forefathers, the previous peoples. (Surat ad-Dukhan, 44:7-8)

As Allah informs us, He is the One God. Believers are well aware that nothing can harm or help them
without Allah’s permission. In the face of hardship, they turn to Allah out of their awareness that only He will
help and answer their prayers. They do so because they know that He is the Almighty and that all other beings
arepowerless, unlessHewillsotherwise.

Thus, for believers only Allah can answer their callsfor help and guidance. This meansthat they have no
need to fear any other being or person. About this issue, the latter part of the verse above, “1s Allah not
sufficient for His servant?” reads asfollows:

.. and if Allah guides someone, he cannot be misguided. Is Allah not Almighty, Exactor of
Revenge? ... If you ask them: “Who created the heavens and Earth?” they will say: “Allah.” Say: “ So
what do you think? If Allah desires harm for me, can those you call upon besides Allah remove His
harm? Or if He desires mercy for me, can they withhold His mercy?” Say: “Allah is enough for me.
All those who truly trust put their trust in Him.” (Surat az-Zumar, 39:37-38)

AL-QAHHAR
The Crusher; The Subduer; The Dominator;
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The All-Conquering

On the Day Earth is changed to other-than-Earth, and the heavenslikewise, and they parade before Allah,
the One, the All-Conquering. (Surah Ibrahim, 14:48)

Just as Allah relieves us of our sufferings and gives relief to our hearts, He has the power to punish us.
The Qur’an gives examples of nations that He caused to perish at a time when they did not expect it—in the
early morning—for they turned away from the just religion and rebelled against Allah. He sent them hurricanes
that destroyed their houses and rained stones of hard baked clay upon them. To those whom He warned, He
sent thunderstorms to raze their cities and sent earthquakes to turn the land upside down. Allah ruined them by
sending agreat blast. Allah’ spunishment isincomparableto any other punishment.

These are some of the punishment that Allah makes people taste in thisworld. But Hell’ s unprecedented
torments deserve more consideration. Those who fail to appreciate Allah’s power and who remain ungrateful ,
despiteHisinfinitemercy, will be punishedintheHereafter.

When Allah casts the unbelieversinto the midst of the Blazing Fire, they will encounter aform of misery
previously unknown: Every timetheir skins are burned off, Allah will replace them and build walls of fire above
them. The pain experienced in thisworld is utterly insignificant compared to the onein Hell. Indeed, the Qur’an
informs us that the people of Hell will plead to Allah to kill them so that their pain will end. In Hell, Allah will
punish unbelievers with Hisinfinite power. This promise, which is certain to happen, isrelated in the following
Verses:

He is the Absolute Master over His servants. He is the All-Wise, the All-Aware. (Surat al-
An‘am, 6:18)

Say: “Who isthe Lord of the heavens and Earth?” Say: “Allah.” Say: “ So why have you taken
protectors apart from Him who possess no power to help or harm themselves?” Say: “Are the blind
and seeing equal? Or are darkness and light the same? Or have they assigned partnersto Allah who
create as He creates, so that all creating seems the same to them?” Say: “Allah is the Creator of
everything. He is the One, the All-Conquering.” (Surat ar-Ra‘'d, 13:16)

The Day when they will issue forth and when not one thing about them will be hidden from Allah.
“To whom does the kingdom belong today? To Allah, the One, the Conqueror!” (Surah Ghafir, 40:16)

Allah manifests His attribute of al-Qahhar upon those people who deny and refuse to believe in the
Hereafter. However, Allah is infinitely compassionate and merciful toward His servants. After His servants
sincere repentance, Allah forgives their sins. He helps His sincere servants in both worlds and supports them
with feelings of mercy, peace, and trust. In the Qur’ an, Allah revealsHisblessings upon believersand informsus
that He does not punish Hissincere servants, asfollows:

Why should Allah punish you if you are thankful and believe? Allah is always responsive to
gratitude, All-Knowing. (Surat an-Nisa’, 4:147)
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AL-QA’IM
The Sdlf-Sustaining

Allah, thereisno deity but Him, the Living, the Self-Sustaining. (Surah Al ‘Imran, 3:2)

Some people believe that Allah created the universe’ s flawless system and then Ieft it to its own devices.
Though not often expressed, people harbor this mistaken belief in their subconscious. Those who do not want to
acknowledgetheir responsibility to Allah and do not perform the deeds that He demands from them believe that
thisbelief provides away to escapetheir responsibilities.

However, there are such causes and laws adorned with delicate details underlying all of existence that,
such complex systems cannot proceed without a superior power supervising them. People who can hear, see,
and deduce from these experiences recognize this fact immediately. Indeed, Allah relates that He is the One
Who holdsthe heavens, Earth, and everythingin between, asfollows:

Allah keeps a firm hold on the heavens and Earth, preventing them from vanishing. And if they
vanished, no one could then keep hold of them. Certainly He is Lenient, Ever-Forgiving. (Surah Fatir,
35:41)

Asthis verse states, Allah created the universe and keeps afirm hold on it. Life exists only because He
holds sway over it. Thisisalso true for the stability of the universe’s extraordinarily intricate balances and the
existence of the subtletiesinherent in those systems. The Qur’ an relates these facts, asfollows:

Allah, thereis no deity but Him, the Living, the Self-Sustaining. He is not subject to drowsiness
or sleep. Everything in the heavens and Earth belongsto Him. Who can inter cede with Him except
by His permission? He knows what is before them and what is behind them, but they cannot grasp
any of His knowledge save what He wills. His Footstool encompasses the heavens and Earth, and
their preservation does not tire Him. He is the Most High, the Magnificent. (Surat al-Baqara, 2:255)

Faces will be humbled to the Living, the All-Sustaining. And anyone weighed down with
wrongdoing will have failed. (Surah TaHa, 20:111)

AL-QAREEB
The Nigh; The One Who Is Near

If My servants ask you about Me, | am near. | answer the call of the caller when he callsupon Me. They
should thereforerespond to Meand believein Me, so that hopefully they will berightly guided. (Surat al-Bagara,
2:186)
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Those who fail to appreciate Allah in the way He should be appreciated, aswell as those who do not live
according to the Qur’ an, have vague and inadequate information about His existence. When asked, these people
state that Allah created the heavens and Earth. Yet they assume that He is in the heavens and thus very far
from them, although He forms and designs each person. The fact is, however, He introduces Himself to His
servants through the verses sent from His Sight. Herevealsjust how close Heisto His servants, asfollows:

We created man and know what his own self whispersto him. We are nearer to him than his
jugular vein. (Surat al-Qaf, 50:16)

When two people aretalking, thethird is Allah; when three people are talking, the fourth is Allah. If one
whispers, Allah hearsit; if onemovesalittle, Allah seesit. Allah, Who knows all of a person’ sthoughts, iswith
each person while he or sheis sitting, walking, or speaking. While engaging in al of these, people cannot see
Allah, but He seesthem.

... S0 ask His forgiveness and then repent to Him. My Lord is Close and Quick to Respond.
(Surah Hud, 11:61)

Say: “If | am misguided, it isonly to my detriment. But if | am guided, it is by what my Lord
reveals to me. He is All-Hearing, Close-at-hand.” (Surah Saba, 34:50)
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AL-QASIM
He Who Shares; Who Allocates Blessings,
Justice, and Wisdom

Isit, then, they who allocate the mercy of your Lord? We have allocated their livelihood among them
in the life of the world and have raised some of them above othersin rank so that some of them are subservient
to others. But the mercy of your Lord is better than anything they amass. (Surat az-Zukhruf, 43:32)

Treesthat have lived in the Amazon for hundreds of years, a herd of penguins living on aremote glacier-
surrounded island, a 30-year-old cactus in the desert, ants feeding on the mushrooms they grow on a garden of
rainforest leaves, and an army of living beings that have existed for millions of years... All living beings need
nourishment. Some desperately need water, whereas some others can survive without water for years. Some
like hot weather, while others cannot survivein such aclimate even for aminute. Furthermore, for al theseliving
beings to remain together on this planet, many conditions have to exist at the sametime. Allah, the Creator of all
living beings, providesfor eachliving being’ sneedsseparatel y and fromthe same soil.

Allah manifests His infinite compassion and mercy by meeting the needs of all that exists and allocating
His mercy among all living beings. Allah created various blessings for our survival and providesfor al of our
needs. Indeed, Allah callsattention to thisimportant fact:

He has given you everything you have asked Him for. If you tried to number Allah’s blessings,
you could never count them. Man isindeed wrongdoing, ungrateful. (Surah Ibrahim, 14:34)

AL-QAWEE
The All-Strong

Such was the case with Pharaoh’s people and those before them. They rejected Allah’s Signs, so Allah
seized them for their wrong actions. Allah is Strong, Severein Retribution. (Surat al-Anfal, 8:52)

Throughout history, Allah sent Messengers to many nations and revealed the straight path to them. The
Messengerstold their people that Allah isthe only God and that they need to fear Him, in the sense of being in
awe of Him, and observe His commands. However, as Allah informs us in“That was because their
M essenger s brought them the Clear Signs but they remained unbelievers. So Allah seized them. He
isMost Strong, Severein Retribution” (Surah Ghafir, 40:22), most of the nations called Allah’ swrath upon
themselvesby denying and rejecting HisM essengers.

In every age, unbelievers rebelled against the Messengers, made their lives difficult, and insisted upon
doing so until Allah punished them. Holding power, weal th, and statusin thisworld made them regard themsel ves
as right and encouraged them to insist upon their arrogance. But they forgot one important fact: Allah is the
Almighty.

Unbelieverswho fail to understand thisimportant fact have nothing in their hearts and minds but the quest
of greatness. They disregard the fact that Allah can demolish all of one' s possessions by sending a storm, raze


http://www.clicktoconvert.com

This watermark does not appear in the registered version - http://www.clicktoconvert.com

all crops by heavy rains, wipe out al of one’ srelatives by amicrobe, and destroy one’ swealth in countless ways.
To conclude, Allah punishes them in both this world and the Hereafter. In the Qur’ an, Allah says this about the
unbelievers:

Some people set up equals to Allah, loving them as they should love Allah. But those who
believe have greater love for Allah. If only you could see those who do wrong at the time when they
see the punishment, and that truly all strength belongs to Allah, and that Allah is severe in
punishment. (Surat al-Baqara, 2:165)

They do not measure Allah with His true measure. Allah is All-Strong, Almighty. (Surat al-Hajj,
22:74)

Allah sent back those who were unbelieversin their rage without their achieving any good at all.
Allah saved the believers from having to fight. Allah isMost Strong, Almighty. (Surat al-Ahzab, 33:25)

Allahisinfinitely merciful toward His servants, who can appreciate His superior morality, sublimity, and
grandeur in the best possible way. The Qur’ an states that believers are given the good news of Allah’s mercy,
asfollows:

Their call thereis: “Glory beto You, O Allah!” Their greeting thereis: “Peace!” The end of
their call is: “Praise beto Allah, the Lord of all theworlds!” (Surah Yunus, 10:10)

AL-KABEER
The Great

The Knower of the Unseen and the Visible, the Most Great, the High-Exalted. (Surat ar-Ra'd, 13:9)

Allah has al creatures under His control. He knows when a buried seed will sprout, the orbit of a comet
approaching Earth, the exact time when aliving being will be born or die, the orbits of the electrons rotating
around an atom’ snucleus, and everything else. With Hisinfinite power, Allah has control over all the thoughts of
all people, bothintheir subconsciousaswell astheir intentionswhile doing something.

Allah predetermines every detail of a person’s life. Given that only He knows the Unseen, His infinite
wisdom, knowledge, forgiveness, compassion, and punishment isfar beyond human comprehension. No one can
make even aminor ateration to His decisions. If Allah wishesto send something harmful or good, no one can
deflect it.

Humanity is obliged to bow with reverence before such a great power and take refuge in our Lord, the
All-Wise, and ask for mercy from Him, for we cannot attain salvation until Allah has mercy upon usand forgives
us. That He isthe All-High and Most Great isstated in thefollowing verses:
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That is because Allah is the Real, and what you call upon apart from Him is false. Allah is the
All-High, the Most Great. (Surat al-Hajj, 22:62)

That is because Allah—He is the Truth, and what you call upon besides Him is falsehood. Allah
isthe All-High, the Most Great. (Surah Lugman, 31:30)

AL-KAREEM
TheGenerous

Whoever givesthanksonly does so to hisown gain. Whoever isungrateful, my Lord is Rich Beyond Need,
Generous. (Surat an-Naml, 27:40)

Allah created the universe and formed it according to His own attributes. Everything that exists belongsto
Him. All beauties and subtl eties are manifestations of Hiswisdom. Like all other beings, we come into being by
Hiswill. Each person, oncealump of fleshin hisor her mother’ swomb, isborn, grows up, and manifestsAllah’s
artistry with hisor her beautiful face. Indeed Allahrelateshumanity’ ssuperiority, asfollows:

O man! What has deluded you in respect of your Noble Lord? He Who created you, formed you,
proportioned you, and assembled you in whatever way He willed. (Surat al-Infitar, 82:6-8)

Y et, although people can think, many of them never wonder how they came into being and who is
responsiblefor the countl essblessings surrounding them. The Qur’ an asks:

Has man ever known a point of time when he was not something remembered? We created
man from a mingled drop to test him, and made him able to hear and see. We guided him on the Way,
whether heisthankful or unthankful. (Surat al-1nsan, 76:1-3)

On the other hand, those who use their intellect wonder who created them, who is responsible for the
infinite blessingsthat they could never have attained on their own, and who has enabled them to think, use their
intellect, and perceive al that is around them. These people reach the following conclusion: Our Lord, Who
created them and granted all of the superior blessingsthat they could never attain on their own, isvery generous.
ThisCreator isAllah, the Lord of the heavens and Earth, and He reminds peopl e to:

Recite: In the Name of your Lord Who created, created man from a clot of blood. Recite: And
your Lord isthe Most Generous, He Who taught by the pen, taught man what he did not know. No
indeed! Truly man is unbridled, seeing himself as self-sufficient. Truly it isto your Lord that you will
return. (Surat al-‘Alaq , 96:1-8)

In other words, each person is responsible for turning toward Allah, the Gracious Creator, in order to
thank Him. Allah grants countless blessings and, in return, asks only that people serve Him and abandon their
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arrogance. Allah’ s sincere servants, all of whom assume and display this morality, will be generously rewarded
for their virtuous conduct.

AL-QUDDUS
The Holy; The All-Pure

Everythingintheheavensand everythingintheearth glorifiesAllah, theKing, the All-Pur e, the Almighty,
the All-Wise. (Surat a-Jumu‘a, 62:1)

Allah is the sole Creator of al that exists, whether in the various micro- and macro-universes. Many
peoplefail to seethisall-pervasive order and stability when they gaze around themselves.

As Allah states in*“Allah keeps a firm hold on the heavens and Earth, preventing them from
vanishing. And if they vanished, no one could then keep hold of them” (Surah Fatir, 35:41), He regulates
and protectsall of thevariousuniverses' existing systems.

Given that we are inherently feeble, we sometimes err, forget, make mistakes, and become heedless. We
also have many weaknesses. For example, we need to take care of our bodies, which involves endless routines
to keep them clean and fresh. If we become too tired, are deprived of sleep for afew days, or do not drink for a
prolonged time, we becomewesak. Y et, Allah, Who possesses everything and owns the most beautiful names, is
surely beyond all weaknesses. Allah’ sinfinite power, wisdom, glory, and unbounded knowledgearerelated inthe
Qur'an, asfollows:

Allah, thereis no deity but Him, the Living, the Self-Sustaining. He is not subject to drowsiness
or sleep. Everything in the heavens and Earth belongsto Him. Who can intercede with Him except
by His permission? He knows what is before them and what is behind them, but they cannot grasp
any of His knowledge save what He wills. His Footstool encompasses the heavens and Earth, and
their preservation does not tire Him. He isthe Most High, the Magnificent. (Surat al-Baqara, 2:255)

And the Prophet (saas) used to say in hisprayer, asrelated in the following hadith:
“Praise and Holiness to You, Lord of the angels and souls.” (Sahih Muslim)

AL-LATEEF
The Gentle, The Subtle

Allah is very gentle with His servants. He provides for anyone He wills. He is the Most Strong, the
Almighty. (Surat ash-Shura, 42:19)
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As mentioned earlier, there are two kinds of people: those who submit to Allah and those who rebel
against Him. Among humanity, He made a very few of them truly submissive to Him. In many verses, Allah
relates that the majority of peoplewill not have faith and will not attain the straight path. These people deserve
Hell, for they adhered to Satan’'s path, failed to remember Allah, and denied His existence despite their own
certainty. People who submit themselves to Allah and live for His good pleasure, on the other hand, lead a
beautiful life both in thislifeand beyond. No doubt, Allah’ s sending His M essengers and Booksin order to guide
humanity isone of Hisfavors. Inthe Qur’ an, Allah’ skindnessto believersisstated, asfollows:

Allah showed great kindness to the believers when He sent a Messenger to them from among
themselves to recite His Signs to them, purify them, and teach them the Book and Wisdom, even
though befor e that they were clearly misguided. (Surah Al ‘Imran, 3:164)

Allah, Who is Gentle, aso shows His kindness to His faithful servants by helping them. In the Qur’an, He
gives many examples of His help and support to His sincere servants. One of these concerns Prophet Musa's
(as) people, who were saved from Pharaoh’ sviolence and made inheritors of the land. Thisfact isrelated in the
following verses:

Phar aoh exalted himself arrogantly in the land and divided its people into camps, oppressing
one group of them by slaughtering their sons and letting their women live. He was one of the
corrupters. We desired to show kindness to those who were oppressed in the land, to make them
leaders, and to make them inheritors. (Surat al-Qasas, 28:4-5)

As the sole protector and helper of believers, Allah will help them in the Hereafter, transform their evil
into good, and show them great kindness:

They will say: “Beforehand we used to live in fear among our families. But Allah was gracious
to us and safeguarded us from the punishment of the searing wind. Beforehand we certainly used to
call on Him because He is the All-Good, the Most Merciful.” (Surat at-Tur, 52:26-28)

Does He Who created not then know? He isthe Subtle, the All-Aware. (Surat al-Mulk, 67:14)

Eyesight cannot perceive Him but He perceives eyesight. He is the Subtle, the All-Aware.
(Surat al-An*am, 6:103)

Do you not see that Allah sends down water from the sky and then, in the morning, the land is
covered in green? Allah is All-Subtle, All-Aware. (Surat al-Hajj, 22:63)

"My son, even if something weighs aslittle asa mustard-seed and isinside arock, or anywhere
elsein the heavens or Earth, Allah will bring it out. Allah isthe Subtle, All-Aware." (Surat al-Lugman,
31:16)
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AL-MAKIR
The Planner

Whenthose unbelieverswere plotting against you toimprisonyou or tokill or expel you: they were plotting
and Allah was plotting, but Allah isthe Best of Planners. (Surat al-Anfal, 8:30)

Those who plotted against the just religion throughout history strove to distance people from it for their
own selfish desires (e.g., greed for power, personal interests, and so on). In the Hereafter, they will betold: “ No,
it was your scheming night and day when you commanded us to reject Allah and assign equalsto
Him.” (Surah Saba, 34:33) Y et thereisavery important point that we need to remember here:

Those before them plotted, but all planning belongs to Allah. He knows what each self earns,
and the unbeliever s soon will know who has the Ultimate Abode. (Surat ar-Ra‘'d, 13:42)

Asisrelatedintheverseabove, “al planning belongsto Allah.” Thus, against al of theunbelievers’ plots,
Allahdevisesthebest plan. Allah callsattention to the deadl ock facing unbelievers:

They concocted their plots, but their plots were with Allah, even if they were such asto make
the mountainsvanish. (Surah I brahim, 14:46)

Asthisverserelates, Allah protectsal believersfrom these pl ots. Thisisvery easy for Allah, Who turns
al plots against His Messengers and believers into failures and makes unbelievers suffer the ensuing dire
consequences, for “ ... Allah is swifter at planning...” (Surah Y unus, 10:21)

No doubt, Allah creates every incident with a purpose and for the ultimate good. He uses the unbelievers
plots against believers to test them. He then extends His help to those servants who can discern the good and
beauties in the events He creates, and turns al of these to their benefit.

MALIK YAWM AD-DEEN
TheKing of the Day of Judgment

The King of the Day of Judgment... (Surat al-Fatiha, 1:3)

Onthe Day of Judgment, peoplewill be resurrected and gathered together to account for their deeds. On
that Day, they will have neither the will nor the opportunity to pay attention to the people around them, whether
they are their parents, spouses, or children. Dueto this Day’ s fearsome nature, everyone will pay attention only
to themselves, for:

What will convey to you what the Day of Judgment is? Again! What will convey to you what the
Day of Judgment is? It isthe Day when a self will have no power to help any other self in any way.
Thecommand that Day will be Allah’salone. (Surat al-Infitar, 82:17-19)
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On that Day, anything to which a person attaches too much attention will be reduced to insignificance.
Fromthenon, any mundanerelation or kinshipwill loseall importance, for theonly valuethat will remainisone’s
faithin Allah. No onewill be ableto help another person, for only Allah, if Hewills, can save aperson fromthis
detrimental situation.

Each of us will be alone before Allah’s presence, the Owner of the Day of Judgment, just as we were
aonewhen wewerefirst created. Each of our deeds and thoughtswill be displayed on the Day of Judgment, for
He never forgets any detail, no matter how small. Allah creates a setting that befits His Honor and calls His
servants to account. However, He saves anyone He willsthrough Hismercy.

On this Day, when unbelievers will be overwhelmed by a grievous regret, believers will be joyful and
exuberant:

... On the Day when Allah will not disgrace the Prophet and those who had faith along with him...
(Surat at-Tahrim, 66:8)

That is because “ Allah will certainly help Messengers and those who believe both in the life of
the world and on the Day the witnesses appear.” (Surah Ghafir, 40:51)

The soleking of that Day isAllah, for Heisthe only One Who can command. The related verses read:
There will be but one Great Blast, and then their eyes will open. They will say: “Alas for us!
Thisisthe Day of Reckoning!” Thisisthe Day of Decision you used to deny. (Surat as-Saffat, 37:19-

21)

Woe that Day to the deniers, those who deny the Day of Reckoning. No one denies it except for
every evil aggressor. (Surat al-Mutaffifin, 83:10-12)
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MALIK AL-MULK
The Master of the Kingdom

Say:“O Allah! Master of the Kingdom! You give sovereignty to whoever You will andtake
sovereignty from whoever Y ou will. You exalt whoever Y ou will and abase whoever Y ou will. All good isin
Y our hands. Y ou have power over al things.” (Surah Al * Imran, 3:26)

When you look around, everything that you see has an owner. The chair on which you sit is made up
atoms, each one of which was created by Allah. A flower grows by combining such favorable circumstances as
sunlight, water, and so on, all of which are granted by Allah. The sea lying beyond your window and all its
inhabitants exist only because Allah willsthem to exist.

Even your body is under the sway of Allah, Who created you. All of your organs and veins, as well as
your nervous system and cells, are works of our Lord’s superior wisdom and intelligence. None of the things
were desired by you and then brought into existence by you. Once you opened your eyesto thisworld, you saw
both the flawless system in your body and in the universe. However, you did not have any of them before, and
you could not have acquired them through your own will in the latter part of your life. Thisfact surely holdstrue
for all human beings. Thisbeing the case, Allahisthe Lord and Creator of everything.

Despite thisobviousfact, some peopledisregard al of theseand, ignoring Allah’ sclear existence, assume
that they own all of these things. Despite all of our weaknesses, along with their feelings of superiority, they
grow arrogant and attempt to deny our Creator. However, this denial only harms them, because as Prophet
Musa (as) said: “1f you were to be ungrateful, you and everyone on Earth, Allah is Rich Beyond Need,
Praisewor thy.” (Surah Ibrahim, 14:8)

AL-MAJEED
The Most Glorious One

The Possessor of the Throne, the All-Glorious. (Surat al-Buruj, 85:15)

Allah’sglory manifestsitself in every corner of the universe. All peoplerecognize Allah’s Highness, even
those who deny Him or say: “We disbelieve,” are, in actuality, well aware of His power and glory, for they
witness His creation all around them. However, dueto their arrogance, they do not believe.

The universe’ sglorious beauties and flawless systems al so befit Hisglory. Cloudsthat carry tons of water
in the sky, stars that are millions of light years away from us, waterfalls that fall with an enormous noise and
intensity, unbounded oceans, mountai nswith snowy summitsextending highinto thesky, woodsthat areinhabited
by living beings of countless colors, and noisesare only afew of the beauties created by Allah.

An earthquake that razes a region in a few seconds, a volcanic eruption burying a city under a storm of
hot lava, ahurricane causing extensive damageto theregion it strikes, adevastating flood, afatal lightning flash,
a hurricane raging over cities, a flood ravaging populated areas, or a tornado sweeping away homes also are
signsof Allah’spower. Theseare only avery few signs showing Allah’s power. Asthe Qur’ an states:

He—exalted be the M ajesty of our Lord!—has neither wife nor son. (Surat al-Jinn, 72:3)
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They said: “Areyou astonished at Allah’s command? May Allah’s mercy and His blessings be
upon you, People of the House! Heis Praiseworthy, All-Glorious.” (Surah Hud, 11:73)

AL-MALJA
TheRefuge

... and also toward the three who were left behind, so that when the land became narrow for them, for al
its great breadth, and their own selves became constricted for them and they realized that there was no
refuge from Allah except in Him, He turned to them so that they might turn to Him. Allah is the Ever-
Returning, the Most Merciful. (Surat at-Tawba, 9:118)

All people arein need of prayer. A person who prays simply refers the situation to Allah, the Creator and
Lord of the universe, and takes refuge in Him. Being aware that the solution lies only with Allah, the Almighty,
taking Him as afriend and taking refuge in Him are great sources of security for His servants.

This taking refuge displays our weakness, for each of us has only limited power and will live only for a
while. Therefore, we are obliged to seek His help. Allah, Who created us from a drop of water and the entire
universe from nothing, can easily meet our needs and remove any problems. Other than Him, thereisno being or
thing inwhich to takerefuge. Whoever isin the heavens or on Earth seeks His help. Those things or people from
which people seek help and guidance cannot even help themselves. AsAllahreveals:

O mankind! An example has been given, so listen carefully. Those whom you call upon besides
Allah cannot even create a single fly, even if they were to join together to do it. And if a fly steals
something from them, they cannot get it back. How feeble are both the seeker and the sought! (Surat
al-Hajj, 22:73)

In the face of athreat or danger, al people understand that there is no onein whom to take refuge except
for Allah. Thisisstated in the Qur’an, asfollows:

Say: “Who rescues you from the darkness of the land and sea? You call on Him humbly and
secretly: “If you rescue us from this, we will truly be among the thankful.”” (Surat al-An‘am, 6:63)

That peoplethink only of Allahintimes of hardship indicates that we innately know that Allah isour only
truerefuge. Thisbeing the case, we should take refugein Allah beforeitistoo late:

Respond to your Lord before a Day comes from Allah that cannot be turned back. On that Day,
you will have no hiding place and no means of denial. (Surat ash-Shura, 42:47)

AL-MALIK
The Sovereign; The King
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Say: “I seek refuge with the Lord of mankind, the King of mankind, the God of mankind.” (Surat an-
Nas, 114:1-3)

The attribute al-Malik means that Allah is the sovereign of everything that exists, the Creator and sole
Owner of al known and unknown universes, and the everlasting Sovereign of our universe. All stars, human
beings, animals, plants, jinn, angels, demons, and other beings of which we are either aware or unaware are all
under Allah’s command. Allah, the Lord of al universes, also owns countless universes and regulates their
amazing order.

It isunlikely that people who consciously submit to Almighty Allah considers themselves to be aimless
beings. Allah is aware of everything, for He sees and hears everything. People who are aware of this also have
to be aware that they are responsible to our Creator. Indeed, the consciousness that the universe’s all-pervasive
order has a unique owner makesbelieversnaturally turnto Allah, Who holdssway over everything and everyone.
Below are some of the versesrelated to thisissue:

High exalted be Allah, the King, the Real!... (Surah Ta Ha, 20:114)

Exalted be Allah, the King, the Real. There is no deity but Him, Lord of the Noble Throne.
(Surat al-Mu’minun, 23:116)

He is Allah—there is no deity but Him. He is the King, the Most Pure, the Perfect Peace, the
Trustworthy, the Safeguarder, the Almighty, the Compeller, the Supremely Great. Glory be to Allah
above all they associate with Him. (Surat al-Hashr,59:23)

AL-MATEEN
The Firm; The Possessor of Strength

Truly Allah, Heisthe Provider, the Possessor of Strength, the Sure. (Surat adh-Dhariyat, 51:58)

The issue that most misleads unbelievers is not Allah’s existence, but His attributes. Some believe that
Allah initially created everything and then left them to their own devices; others argue that although Allah
created us, we do not have to feel any responsibility toward Him. To conclude, apart from denying Allah’s
existence, they do not measure Him with His true measure. This attitude underlies their unbelief, as“ They do
not measure Allah with Histrue measure. Allah is All-Strong, Almighty” (Surat a-Hagjj, 22:74) reveals.

However, one day those who do not appreciate Allah’ s power, despiteall of the surrounding evidence, will
be unable to deny it. On that day, they will deeply feel Allah’s power and strength. By His will, the strongest
buildings and unshakable mountainswill be crushed with asingle blow:

So when the Trumpet is blown with a single blast, and the ground and the mountains are lifted
and crushed with a single blow. On that Day, the Occurrence will occur and Heaven will be split apart,
for that Day it will bevery frail. (Surat al-Hagqa, 69:13-16)
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The resulting destruction will befit Allah’s glory and power. Oceans, the greatest source of life, will
become like boiling water and then burst into flame. All the beings and orders with which humanity is
accustomed will be demolished. The heavens and Earth will be crushed by the Power that created them. The
sun, the source of energy that emitted light for millions of years, will become dull, thereby revealing that it hasa
master. Through these events, Allah will reveal that He is the sole and real Master, the only being having true
sovereignty and power. One verse reads:

They do not measure Allah with His true measure. The whole Earth will be a mere handful for
Him on the Day of Rising, the heavens folded up in Hisright hand. Glory be to Him! He is exalted
above the partnersthey ascribe! (Surat az-Zumar, 39:67)

Through these events on the Day of Judgment, our Lord will show His power to al people. Those who
insisted upon unbelief will finally comprehend Hisinfinite power. But believers, asareward for seeking His good
pleasure throughout their lives, will meet Hismercy. The Qur’ an describestheir joy on that Day in thefollowing
terms:

That Day some faces will be radiant, laughing, regoicing. (Surah ‘Abasa, 80:38-39)

AL-MAWLA
The Protector, The Master

No, Allah isyour Protector. And Heisthe best of helpers. (Surah Al ‘Imran, 3:150)

A believer knows that everyone and everything owes its existence to Allah, the Master of the Kingdom,
for He sustains al beings and can end their existence at any time He wills. For thisreason, Allahisabeliever’s
solefriend and the only One Who can keep him or her far from sorrow or trouble. After al, our Lord' shelp and
support isawayswith each believer. In return for this attitude, Allah sends down His serenity. (Surat at-Tawba,
9:26)

Severa factors account for this serenity, among them is the believers awareness that Allah hears every
prayer, knows every good deed performed to earn His good pleasure, and that He will reward all of them
bountifully. Another source of thisfeeling of security istheir awareness of Allah’s support withinvisiblearmies
and angels, as proclaimed in: “ Everyone has a succession of angels in front of him and behind him,
guarding him by Allah’scommand...” (Surat ar-Ra'd, 13:11) Thisaside, believersknow that they will triumph
in their struggle carried out in Allah’sway, are given the good news of Paradise, and that Allah does not place
an unbearabl e burden upon their shoulders. Believing in destiny and that Allah directs all affairs, they put their
trustonly in Allah. IntheQur’ an, Allah callsattentionto thisstate of mind, asfollows:

Say: “Nothing can happen to us except what Allah has ordained for us. Heis Our Master. Itis
in Allah that the believers should put their trust.” (Surat at-Tawba, 9:51)
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No doubt, Allah’ s friendship bears no resemblance to the friendship among believers. The believer taken
by Allah as an intimate friend attains the most superior blessings both in this world and the next. It is a great
blessing that our Lord, the Creator of everything, takes a created being as afriend. In the Qur’an, Allah tellsus
thefollowing:

Strive for Allah with the struggle due to Him. He has selected you and not placed any constraint
upon you in the religion—the religion of your forefather Ibrahim. He named you Muslims before and
also in this, so that the Messenger could be witness against you and you could be witnesses against
all mankind. So perform prayer, pay alms, and hold fast to Allah. He is your Protector—the Best
Protector, the Best Helper. (Surat al-Hajj, 22:78)

Our Lord, do not take usto task if we forget or make a mistake. Our Lord, do not place on us a
load like the one You placed on those before us. Our Lord, do not place on us a load we have not the
strength to bear. Pardon us, forgive us, and have mercy upon us. You are our Master, so help us
against the unbelievers. (Surat al-Bagar a, 2:286)

But if they turn away, know that Allah isyour Master, the Best of Masters, and the Best of
Helpers! (Surat al-Anfal, 8:40)

AL-MU AKHKHIR / AL-MUQADDEEM
The Deferrer, The Keeper Behind
The Advancer

If Allah were to punish people for their wrong actions, not asingle creature would be left upon Earth. But
He defers them until a predetermined time. When their specified time arrives, they cannot delay it for a
single hour or bring it forward. (Surat an-Nahl, 16:61)

Allah leaves behind and brings forward whoever He wills. Being the sole Creator of everything, He has
the power to do whatever He willswith anything that exists. He determinesthe time for every event and, asthe
actual master of every being and its destiny, predetermines the events of every being’slife. When the specified
time arrives, what has been ordained takes place, according to Hiswill. Allah calls attention to this fact in the
Qur'an, asfollows:

Every nation has an appointed time. When their time comes, they cannot delay it a single hour
or bringit forward. (Surat al-A'raf, 7:34)

No oneexcept Allah knowsthis appointed time. No |eaf falls beforeits appointed time, and every moment
of aliving being' slife, fromitshbirth toitsdeath, is subject to thisdivinetiming. However, if Allahwills, He can
delay or bring forward any event, for the human concept of time being divided into the past, present, and future
does not apply to Him. Asthe Qur’ an states:
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Do not consider Allah to be unaware of what the wrongdoers perpetrate. He is merely deferring
them to a Day on which their sight will be transfixed. (Surat I1brahim, 14:42)

No nation can advance its appointed time, nor can they delay it. (Surat al-Hijr, 15:5)

This being the case, al sincere servants must strive to draw closer to Him, without considering what He
has delayed or brought forward, and must be absolutely pleased with what He gives, for, as the verse maintains,
“Man is proneto be impetuous...” (Surat al-lsra’, 17:11) We often expect something to take place or to be
over at once. Yet, only Allah knows what is best for us and so ordains all events and situations accordingly.
What a person thinks might be good may actually be harmful. Thus, abeliever should be pleased with whatever
Allahordains.

AL-MU ADHDHIB
The Punisher

That Day, no one will punish as He punishes and no one will shackle as He shackles. (Surat al-Fajr,
89:25-26)

Despiteall of the surrounding evidence, those who haveno faith in Allah and who insist upon disregarding
His grandeur and power surely deserve a great punishment, for Allah created us, placed us on Earth, and
provided us with whatever we need. However, despite all of these blessings, some people insist on denial and
even hate believers and try to destroy their faith. No doubt, such people will be repaid both in this world and
beyond.

Allah directs some affairs in this world through His Messengers and sometimes punishes unbelieversin
thisworld through the hands of HisMessengers. Allah reveal sthisfact in the Qur’ an, asfollows:

If the hypocrites and those with a sickness in their hearts and the rumor-mongersin Madina do
not desist, We will set you upon them. Then they will only be your neighborstherefor avery short
time. They are an accursed people. Wherever they are found, they should be seized and mercilessly
put to death. This is Allah’s pattern with those who passed away before. You will not find any
alteration in Allah’s pattern. (Surat al-Ahzab, 33:60-62)

Their fearsome punishment in the Hereafter will continue to exist, unless Allah wills otherwise, for all
eternity. Allah created various forms of psychological and physical punishments, for He knows each person’s
most secret weaknesses. Thus, He is the One Who can give the most suitable punishment. According to the
following verses:

But as for those who do not believe in the Hereafter, We have prepared for them a painful
punishment. (Surat al-lsra’, 17:10)
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But as for those who are deviators, their refuge isthe Fire. Every time that they want to get out,
they are put straight back into it again and are told: “ Taste the punishment of the Fire, which you
denied.” We will give them a taste of lesser punishment before the greater punishment, so that
hopefully they will turn back. (Surat as-Sajda, 32:20-21)

Tell My servants that | am the Ever-Forgiving, the Most Merciful, butalso that My
punishment isthe Painful Punishment. (Surat al-Hijr, 15:49-50)

Those before them also plotted, and Allah came at their building from the foundations and the
roof caved in on top of them. The punishment came at them from where they did not expect. (Surat
an-Nahl, 16:26)

As for those who were unbelievers and barred access to the way of Allah, We will heap
punishment on top of their punishment because of the corruption they brought about. (Surat an-Nahl,
16:88)

However, we need to remember that Allah creates infinite opportunities for each of usto repent and take
refuge in His mercy. When we turn to Him in sincere repentance we will find our Lord to be the most merciful
and compassionate, regardless of what type of sinsone hascommitted. Allah givesthe good news of Hisinfinite
mercy to His servantswho sincerely repent:

But if anyone repents after his wrongdoing and puts things right, Allah will turn toward him.
Allah is Ever-Forgiving, Most Merciful. (Surat al-Ma’'ida, 5:39)

But | am Ever-Forgiving to anyone who repents, believes, acts rightly, and then is guided.
(Surah TaHa, 20:82)

AL-MUHEET
All- Pervading; The All-Encompassing

Wheat! Arethey in doubt about the meeting with their Lord? What! Does He not encompass all things?
(Surah Fussilat, 41:54)

People who are far from religion assume that believers do not notice their forgeries and lies, a false
assumption that gradually causes them to become arrogant. Y et, al of their forgeries are against themselves,
even though they do not perceive thisfact. At this point, they make another serious mistake: They fail to realize
that Allah, Who witnesses, seesand hears everything, isall around them at all times. Asthe Qur’ anreveals:

They try to conceal themselves from people, but they cannot conceal themselves from Allah.
He is with them when they spend the night saying things that are not pleasing to Him. Allah
encompasses everything they do. (Surat an-Nisa’, 4:108)
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Not athought or whisper remains hidden from Allah. He knows everyone’ s most secret secrets, for Heis
nearer to them than their jugular veins. And, as He encompasses the entire universe, He controlsall beings. This
istrue even for those universes of which we know very little or nothing, such as the realms of the angels, jinn,
and many others. Allah callsattention to thisfact inthefollowing verse:

If something good happens to you, it galls them. If something bad strikes you, they rejoice at it.
But if you are steadfast and guard against evil, their scheming will not harm you in any way. Allah
encompasses what they do. (Surah Al ‘Imran, 3:120)

AL-MUDHHEEK / AL-MUBKI
He Who Brings about both Laughter and Tears

That it isHe Who brings about both laughter and tears. (Surat an-Najm, 53:43)

Believers know that Allah creates whatever they experience and thus are pleased with Him in all
circumstances, no matter how difficult. Knowing that mundane things aretransitory, they do not grieve over any
loss, for they know that their moral excellencewill befully rewarded in the Hereafter. Moreover, Allah promises
believersthe best lifein thisworld.

This is surely not the case with unbelievers, who pursue only this life in the belief that they are fully
independent from Allah. This mistaken belief, however, causes them to feel great pressure upon their souls.
Constantly seeking to earn other peoples’ approval and attain mundane goals makes them afraid and confused,
for such attitudesforcethemto think about everything and consider every possibility. But human beings, who are
feeble, cannot shoulder such aburden, for the human body and soul were created to put trust and faith in Allah.
Indeed, thisdelusionisthe cause of their wailing, grief, and troubl e, for such peoplewrong themselves by turning
away from Allah. Allah relateshow Hewill repay them both in thisworld and the next, asfollows:

Let them laugh little and weep much, in repayment for what they have earned. (Surat at-Tawba,
9:82)

Allah punishes unbelievers through every incident and reason that causes them to weep. Meanwhile, He
gives joy, happiness, peace, and tranquility to His believing servants, and makes them laugh constantly. He
removes their sadness, for He is their friend and helper. Even if they face hardship and trouble, He gives them
patience and strength and never causes them to despair. Believers only weep in prostration, over the awe they
feel for our Lord’s grandeur. Destined to have joy both in this world and the next, they experience the
contentment related inthefollowing verses:

As for those who believed and did right actions, they will be made joyful in a verdant meadow.
(Surat ar-Rum, 30:15)
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The Companions of the Garden are busy enjoying themselves today. (Surah Ya Sin, 36:55)

“My servants, you will feel no fear today; you will know no sorrow.” As for those who believed
in Our Signs and became Muslims: “Enter the Garden, you and your spouses, delighting in your joy.”
(Surat az-Zukhruf, 43:68-70)

The people who have consciousness of Allah will be in Gardens of Delight, savoring what their
Lord has given them. Their Lord will safeguard them from the punishment of the Blazing Fire. (Surat
at-Tur, 52:17-18)

In the Hereafter, unbelievers and believers will be recognized and separated by their facial expressions.
Thisdistinction is described below, asfollows:

That Day some faces will be radiant, laughing, regoicing. That Day some faces will be dust-
covered, overcast with gloom. Those are the dissolute unbelievers. (Surah ‘Abasa, 80:38-42)

AL-MUWAFFEE
He Who Keeps His Word, HeWho Paysin Full

So be in no doubt about what these people worship. They only worship as their ancestors worshipped
previousy. We will pay them their portion in full, with no rebate! (Surah Hud, 11:109)

All of our acts and thoughts are recorded in Allah’ s Sight. He forgets nothing, even the most insignificant
detail. Since“... even if something weighs as little asa mustard-seed and is inside a rock or anywhere
elsein the heavens or earth, Allah will bring it out. Allah is All-Pervading, All-Aware” (Surah Lugman,
31:16), on the Day of Judgment each of us will see our acts, as recorded upon their Pages, and will be repaid
accordingly. Allahrelatesthefollowing fact:

That Day, people will emerge segregated to see the results of their actions. Whoever does an
atom’ s weight of good will seeit. Whoever does an atom’sweight of evil will seeit. (Surat az-Zilzal,
99:6-8)

On that Day, al of a person’s acts will be weighed in balances specially prepared for the Day of
Judgment. In the face of Allah’s Justice, no onewill be wronged in any way:

We will set up the Just Balance on the Day of Rising, and no self will be wronged in any way.
Even if it isno more than the weight of a grain of mustard-seed, We will produce it. We are sufficient

as a Reckoner. (Surat al-Anbiya’, 21:47)

Every act will beweighed to determine one sreward, for:
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As for him whose balance is heavy, he will have a most pleasant life. But as for him whose
balance is light, his motherland is Hawiya. And what will convey to you what that is? A raging Firel
(Surat al-Qari‘a, 101:6-11)

Allah’ s justice demands that everyone receive full payment for what they have done. Allah’s repayment
according to peopl€' s prayers and acts al so takes placein thisworld. While thisisagreat blessing for believers,
itisafearsometrap for unbelievers, who do not realize theenormity of their spiritual blindness, for:

As for those who desire the life of the world and its finery, We will give them full payment in it
for their actions. They will not be deprived here of their due. But such people will have nothing in the
Hereafter but the Fire. What they achieved here will come to nothing. What they did will prove to be
null and void. (Surah Hud, 11:15-16)

AL-MUHSEE
TheReckoner

He has counted them and numbered them precisely. (Surat al-Maryam, 19:94)

AsAllahinformsusin“Does He Who created not then know?” (Surat al-Mulk, 67:14), He knows
even the most delicate features of all members of creation. In fact, He holds them al by their forelocks, for He
created their colors, shapes, images, and features, and also determined their number. Surely, no person can ever
possessthisknowledge.

Allah knowsthe number of planets, stars, and celestial bodies, aswell as the number of electronscircling
an atom’ snucleus, how many leaves exist on trees, and the number of atomsin each leaf. In addition, He knows
the exact number of sand grains|ocated on and below Earth’ s surface, the number of rain drops, and how many
fish livein the oceans. Given that He created everything, He aso knows the exact number of animal and plant
species on Earth, the precise number of people who have lived since the time of Prophet Adam (as), and the
number of peoplewho will liveuntil the Day of Judgment.

Given His comprehensive knowledge, the Qur’ anrelatesthefollowing fact:

On the Day Allah raises up all of them together, He will inform them of what they did. Allah has

recorded it, while they have forgotten it. Allah isa Witness of all things. (Surat al-Mujadala, 58:6)

AL-MUHSIN
The Giver
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Say: “All favor isin Allah’s Hand, and He givesit to whoever He wills. Allahis All-Encompassing,
All-Knowing. He picks out for His mercy whoever He wills. Allah’s favor is indeed immense.” (Surah Al
‘Imran, 3:73-74)

One of Allah’s immutable laws is that He rewards His sincere servants, both for their zeal and as an
indication of His favor, with blessings and beauty. Since wealth, glory, and beauty are the basic attributes of
Paradise, Allah createssimilar settingsand blessings to remind His bel oved servants of Paradise and to augment
their desire and excitement for it. That iswhy, just asunbelievers’ infinite punishment startsin thisworld, Allah
starts presenting theinfinite beautiesHe promisesto Hissincere believersin this world.

In one verse, Allah states that He will grant those who repent and seek His forgiveness blessings also in
thisworld. Oneversereads:

Ask your Lord for forgiveness and then repent to Him. He will let you enjoy a good life until a
specified time, and will give Hisfavor to all who merit it. But if you turn your backs, | fear for you the
punishment of a Mighty Day. (Surah Hud, 11:3)

Believers always meet Allah’s favor and help. Being aware of the grandeur of Almighty Allah, Who
created them, they comply with His commands and prohibitions, live by the religion with which He is pleased,
and, most importantly, have great hopes and expectationsfor their next life. Allah will recompense them for the
best of what they did, for He rewards every good madefor His cause, asthefollowing verses proclaim:

Will thereward for doing good be anything other than good? (Surat ar-Rahman, 55:60)

What will those who invent lies against Allah think on the Day of Rising? Allah shows favor to
mankind, but most of them are not thankful. (Surah Yunus, 10:60)

Nor will they give away any amount, whether large or small; nor will they cross any valley,
without it being written down for them, so that Allah can recompense them for the best of what they
did. (Surat at-Tawba, 9:121)

The metaphor of those who spend their wealth in the Way of Allah is that of a grain that
produces seven ears; in every ear are a hundred grains. Allah gives such multiplied increase to
whoever He wills. Allah is All-Encompassing, All-Knowing. (Surat al-Baqar a, 2:261)

Satan promises you poverty and commands you to avarice. Allah promises you forgiveness from
Him and abundance. Allah is All-Encompassing, All-Knowing. (Surat al-Bagar a, 2:268)

AL-MUHEE
The Giver of Life

He gives life and causesto die, and you will bereturned to Him. (Surah Y unus, 10:56)
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Givinglifeto all beings, creating them from nothing, and surrounding them with the proper conditionsfor
their survival isafeatureuniqueto Allah, Who hasinfinite power.

Allah makes a sperm unite an ovum, both of which are invisible to the naked eye. As soon as the sperm
destined to fertilize the egg entersthe ovum, amembrane coversthe egg and anew life begins. Allah dividesthis
tiny cell first into two and then into four. This process proceeds rapidly, and the end result is a miraculous life
starting in the mother’ swomb. After sometime, these cells change in order to form the embryo’ s brain, nervous
system, bones, and cartilage. Thisway, within only 9 months, Allah creates from nothing a human being who
sees, hears, speaks, and uses his or her intelligence. He then grants life. Obviously, an egg and a sperm cannot
accomplish these series of miraculous events, for only Allah causes them to unite and then protects the embryo
withinthemother’ swomb for ninemonths. Thisisthefirst creation and thefirst bringingtolife.

Allah grantslife to each human being and destines each oneto die on aparticular day. Until then, Hetests
theminthelife of thisworld. At the appointed time, He takes their lives and, on the Day of Judgment, resurrects
them, just as Hefirst created them from nothing, to repay them for what they did in the world. No doubt, thisis
easy for Allah, the Almighty. Y et thosewho ignorethisresurrection say:

He makes likenesses of Us and forgets his own creation, saying: “Who will give life to bones
when they are decayed?” (Surah Ya Sin, 36:78)

Allah promisesthat the Resurrectionwill occur, asthefollowing versesindicate:

Say: “He Who made them in the first place will bring them back to life. He has total knowledge
of each created thing.” (Surah Ya Sin, 36:79)

So look at the effect of Allah’s mercy, how He brings the dead earth back to life. Truly He
bringsthe dead to life. He has power over all things. (Surat ar-Rum, 30:50)

Among His Signsis that you see the earth laid bare, and then, when We send down water on it,
it quivers and swells. He Who gives it life also gives life to the dead. Certainly He has power over all
things. (Surah Fussilat, 41:39)

AL-MUQALLIB
The Turner of People's Hearts

We will overturn their hearts and sight, just as when they did not believe in it at first, and We will
abandon themtowander blindly intheir excessiveinsolence. (Surat al-An‘am, 6:110)

We cannot know Allah and grasp the purpose of our existence if we lack knowledge about the religion
with which He is pleased. Moreover, we cannot understand the divine purposes behind the creation of the
universe and its countless inhabitants, life, death, the Hereafter, Paradise, Hell, angels, and Satan on our own.
Many peopleliveand diein heedlessness. However, if Allah placesfaith in our hearts, wefind al of the answers
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to these questions. Allah then purifies our hearts and makes us sincere toward the religion. A person who used
to be hostile to religion starts to be positive toward religion; one who used to ignore His commands begins to
adhereto them meticul ously and remembersHim continuously. Likewise, they start to thank Allah frequently for
the blessings that they have received. Whereas before they disregarded the signs of Allah’ s existence, aswell as
His favors, mercy, and compassion, they now recognize all of these. In brief, sincere believers are like those
people who wake up from sleep, for Allah movesthem from unbelief to belief by placing faithintheir hearts.

Just as Allah grantsfaith, He can remove it whenever He wills. Having faith depends upon remembering
Allah, for only aheart that submitsitself to Allah can find guidance. Unbelievers, lost in their delusions, cannot
see or recognize the clear signs of Allah’s existence all around them. In many verses, Allah states that such
peopl€’ s hearts are covered in such away that they cannot grasp the truth:

Who could do greater wrong than someone who isreminded of the Signs of hisLord and then
turns away from them, forgetting all that he has done before? We have placed covers on their hearts,
preventing them from understanding it, and heaviness in their ears. Though you call them to
guidance, they will nonetheless never be guided. (Surat al-K ahf, 18:57)

Unbelievers sometimes admit that they cannot understand religion’s message. The people of Prophet
Shu‘ayb (as) isaclear example:

They said: “ Shu‘ayb, We do not under stand much of what you say, and we see that you are weak
among us...” (Surah Hud, 11:91)

If one’ sheart isveiled and Allah hinders comprehension, then they can never be guided unless Allah wills
otherwise. Allah callsattentiontothis, asfollows:

Among them there are some who listen to you. But can you make the deaf hear, even though
they cannot understand? Among them there are some who look at you. But can you guide the blind,
even though they cannot see? (Surah Yunus, 10:42-43)

Allah causes the heart of those who desire faith and closeness to Him to yield to His remembrance and
unites them with other Muslims. Meanwhile, He turns the hearts of those who are insincere toward unbelief. He
has the power to turn the heart of anyone He wills at any time, and no one can change a heart that Allah has
covered.

AL-MUKMIL
He Who Perfects

Today the unbelievers have despaired of overcoming your religion. So do not be afraid of them, but be
afraid of Me. Today | have perfected your religion for you and completed My blessing upon you, and | am
pleased with Islam asareligion for you. But if anyoneisforced by hunger, not intending any wrongdoing, Allah
is Ever-Forgiving, Most Merciful. (Surat a-Ma'ida, 5:3)
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Allah created humanity and, as“ Does He Who created not then know? He is the All-Pervading,
the All-Awar e’ (Surat a-Mulk, 67:14) emphasizes, He knows best what we need. Allah presented the religion
in the form that best conforms to our nature so that all of us could know and serve Him, and thereby attain
eternal happiness and salvation. Our Lord, the All-Wise, is pleased with IsSlam. No doubt, only Allah perfectsthe
religion and usesit, inturn, to perfect His servants.

AL-MUQTADIR
The Power ful

Make a metaphor for them of the life of the world. It is like water that We send down from the sky and
the plants of the earth combine with it, but then become dry chaff scattered by the winds. Allah has absolute
power over everything. (Surat al-Kahf, 18:45)

Allah granted unprecedented power and possessions to some people of the past. He gave them authority
to administer their lands, and made them leaders of their people. One of these people was Pharaoh, who grew
arrogant and assumed that this power belonged to him to such an extent that he proclaimed himself adeity. This
isrelated in the following verse:

Pharaoh said: “Council, | do not know of any other deity for you apart from Me...” (Surat al-
Qasas, 28:38)

Pharaoh called to his people, saying: “My people, does the kingdom of Egypt not belong to me?
Do not all of these riversflow under my control?...” (Surat az-Zukhruf, 43:51)

Upon thisarrogance, All-Mighty Allah drowned both him and hisarmy:

He and histroopswere arrogant in the land, without any right. They thought that they would not
return to Us. So, We seized him and his troops and flung them into the sea. See the final fate of the
wrongdoer s! (Surat al-Qasas, 28: 39-40)

Haman and Qarun were destined for the same end, for they had become insolent and arrogant dueto their
armiesand possessions. However, Allah showed them Who was the real owner of power, asfollows:

And Qarun and Pharaoh and Haman—M usa came with the Clear Signs to them, but they were
arrogant in the land. They could not outstrip Us. We seized each one of them for their wrong actions.
Against some We sent a sudden squall of stones, some of them wer e seized by the Great Blast, some
We caused the ground to swallow up, and some We drowned. Allah did not wrong them; rather, they
wronged themselves. (Surat al-* Ankabut, 29:39-40)
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Pharaoh did not realize several facts: Only Allah hasreal power and authority; grants peopl €' s possessions,
authority, and armies; makes the Sun rise every day and coversthe day with night; holds the fast-moving planets
in their orbits; and controls all of the countless orders in the universe. Once people lose their authority and
possessions, they lose their strength. When they lose their health, they become weak and feeble. Through such
events, Allah shows His servants Who hasreal power. Asthe Qur’ an proclaims:

They dismissed every one of Our Signs, and so We seized them with the seizing of OneWhois
Almighty, All-Powerful. (Surat al-Qamar, 54:42)

Or let you see what We have promised them. They are completely in Our power. (Surat az-
Zukhruf, 43:42)

AL-MUNTAQIM
TheRetaliator

Then when they had provoked Our wrath, We inflicted Our retribution on them and drowned every
one of them. (Surat az- Zukhruf, 43:55)

Allah warns every nation through His chosen Messengers so that they might be saved from idolatry and
degeneration. As for those who ignore these warnings and grow more insolent, Allah punishes them. And, His
retribution issurely unlikethat of people:

Those who did not believe will be addressed: “ Allah’s abhorrence of you, when you were called
to faith but then chose unbelief, is even greater than your hatred of yourselves.” (Surat al-Ghafir,
40:10)

In most cases, Allah may delay His punishment upon those people who were warned, and thus were
informed of the truth, to give them more time to acquire faith and purify themselves. However, the mgjority of
people usethistimeto strengthen their existing insolence. Therefore, they deserve ahumiliating punishment. As
Allah states:

It is coming closer to you and closer. Then closer to you and closer still. Does man reckon that
he will be left to go on unchecked? (Surat al-Qiyama, 75:34-36)

According to the Qur’an, denying our Lord, being insolent and ungrateful toward Him, and refusing to
abandon such defiant attitudes are among the greatest crimes that a person can commit. Thisiswhy Allah
punishes unbelieversin ways that they could never have imagined. In one verse, Allah informsusthat Heisthe
Retaliator:

On theday We launch the Great Assault, We will certainly inflict Our retribution. (Surat ad-
Dukhan, 44:16)
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This aside, many verses speak of Allah’sinfinite compassion and the manifestations of His attributes of
al-Rahman and al-Raheem. The punishments waiting for unbelievers in the Hereafter are the result of their
resolute unbelief. Allah reminds people of thisfact and informsthem that He does not wrong them, asfollows:

[Angels will say to unbelievers:] “That is for what you did. Allah does not wrong His servants.”
(Surat al-Anfal, 8:51)

Allah would not punish them while you were among them. Allah would not punish them as long
asthey sought forgiveness. (Surat al-Anfal, 8:33)

These are Allah’s Signs, which We recite to you with truth. Allah desires no wrong for any
being. (Surah Al ‘Imran, 3:108)

Our Lord, Who isMost Merciful, also relatesthat He intends to lead all of His servants to the right path
and to perfect His blessings upon them, asfollows:

Allah desiresto make things clear to you, to guide you to the correct practices of those before
you, and to turn toward you. Allah isAll-Knowing, All-Wise. (Surat an-Nisa’, 4:26)

Allah does not want to make things difficult for you; rather, ... He wants to purify you and
perfect His blessing upon you so that hopefully you will be thankful. (Surat al-Ma’ida, 5:6)

AL-MUSAWWIR

The Shaper; The Giver of Form

Heis Allah—the Creator, the Maker, the Giver of Form. To Him belong the Most Beautiful Names.
Everythingintheheavensand Earth glorifiesHim. Heisthe AImighty, the All-Wise. (Surat a-Hashr, 59:24)

Our planet contains thousands of different species with entirely different appearances and amazing
features. Let’s examine the flawless symmetry on a butterfly wing. The surface of each wing is embellished
with different patternsand impressive colors. No matter how complicated these patterns and colors may be, they
never harm the perfect symmetry between the two wings. Indeed, just like apainter’ smasterpiece, all butterflies
have astonishing appearances. Clearly, the wisdom manifested in such beauty has a source, for even an ordinary
painting is painted by someone; it could not have come into existence by itself. This being the case, how could
such aperfect living being, onethat is as aesthetic asawork of art, comeinto being by coincidence? Allah, Lord
of the universe, created, designed, and formed all of those beings.

Allah, Who created human beings and designed their bodies’ internal and external systems, manifestsHis
superior creativity and power on every detail of this complex structure. For instance, the skeleton (the body’s
structural support system) isan engineering marvel initsown right. It protects such vital organsasthe brain, the
heart and lungs, and upholds the body’ s internal organs. In addition, it gives the body a superior capacity for
movement, one that cannot beimitated by any artificial mechanism. Bonetissueisnot inorganic, asmany people
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think. Infact, itisthe body’ smineral bank and thusincludes many important minerals, among them calcium and
phosphate. In accordance with the body’ s needs, it either stores these minerals or delivers them to where they
are needed. Moreover, bones also produce red blood cells. Y et this multi-functional system is only one of the
perfect systems existing in the human body.

This is the way of Allah, Who created—and Who continues to create—all of these systems with an
unparalleled design so that we may see wherever we turn the manifestations of His unique creation. One verse
relatesthat believers say thefollowing words:

.. “Our Lord gives each thing its created form and then guidesit.” (Surah Ta Ha, 20:50)

AL-MUBASHSHIR
The Giver Of Good News

That isthe good news that Allah gives to His servantswho believe and do right actions. Say: “I do
not ask you for any wage for this—except for you to love your near of kin. If anyone does a good action, We
will increasethe good of it for him. AllahisEver-Forgiving, Ever-Thankful.” (Surat ash-Shura, 42:23)

Sincere believerswho display the attributes mentioned in the Qur’ an, who remain loyal to Allah’ sreligion,
and who do not associate partners with Him are given the good news of rewards both in this world and in the
next. For example:

Their Lord gives them the good news of His mercy and good pleasure, and of gardens where
they will enjoy everlasting delight. (Surat at-Tawba, 9:21)

Thereis good news for them in the life of the world and in the Hereafter. There is no changing
the words of Allah. That isthe great victory! (Surah Yunus, 10:64)

The angels descend on those who say: “Our Lord is Allah,” and then go straight: “ Do not fear
and do not grieve, but rgoice in the garden you have been promised. We are your protectorsin the
life of the world and the Hereafter. You will have there all that you could wish for. You will have there
everything you demand. Hospitality from One Who is Ever-Forgiving, Most Merciful.” (Surah
Fussilat,41:30-32)

Apart from the good news of Paradise, the source of eternal happiness and joy, Allah gives many glad
tidingsto Hissincere servantsin thisworld aswell. He proclaims these glad tidings in the Qur’ an and describes
how He answers prayers. For example, Allah told the Prophets that those nations who are insolent toward them
would be destroyed. Similarly, He answered the prayers of those Prophets for sons. He gave Prophet Zakariyya
(as) the good news of Prophet Y ahya (as). Similarly, Maryam was given the good news of Prophet ‘Isa (as),
and Prophet Ibrahim (as) was given the good news of Prophet Ishaq (as) and Prophet Ya qub (as). The related
verses read:
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“O Zakariyya. We give you the good news of a boy named Y ahya, a name we have given to no
one else before.” (Surah Maryam, 19:7)

And We gave him the good news of a forbearing boy. (Surat as-Saffat, 37:101)

AL-MUBAYYIN
The One Who Makes His Signs Clear

Inthisway Allah makes His Signs clear to you, so that hopefully you will use your intellect. (Surat al-
Bagara, 2:242)

Given that Allah has explained, through His Messengers and His revelation why we were created, what
we have to accomplish, and what we will go through after death, we cannot claim ignorance of these facts. If
He had not done so, we would exist in a state of helplessness, feebleness, and fear. But Allah, Who is
compassionate and merciful toward His servants, answers all of our questions through His revelations. In this
way, Hebringspeopletolife. Indeed, thecalls, warnings, recommendations, and prohibitionsrevealed by Him, as
well asthe issues to which He draws peopl € s attention, are for our salvation and will enable usto give ajoyful
account in Allah’s presence on the Day of Judgment.

Almighty Allah, Who doesn't want any injusticefor His servants, gives adetailed account of how they can
avoid eternal punishment and all they need to know to serve Him. In addition, He givesthem examples of earlier
peoples so that they will not repeat their ancestors’ mistakes, and tells them about the Prophets so that they can
find the right path. Indeed, people could never learn about such events and conversations on their own. For
instance, no one witnessed Prophet Musa's (as) conversation with Allah in the valley of Tuwa, and there is no
record of it. But Allah lets us know some details of this conversation. Thus, His words to Prophet Musa (as),
even though they were spoken before no one else and were uttered centuries ago, are conveyed to everyone
word by word.

You were not on the western side when We gave Musa the command. You were not a witness.
Yet We produced further generations and ages passed. Nor did you live among the people of Madyan
and recite Our Signsto them, yet We have sent you news of them. Nor were you on the side of the
Mount when We called, yet it isa mercy from your Lord so that you can warn a people to whom no
war ner came before, so that hopefully they will pay heed. (Surat al-Qasas, 28:44-46)

In addition, no other book informs people about the life of the Hereafter. The Qur’ aninforms usthat there
is alife after death and that this worldly life is only a preparation for the Hereafter. In the absence of such
knowledge, people would have to be content with the information relating to thisworld and would have no idea
about the life after death. These are only afew issues that Allah explains to His servants. Through the Qur’ an,
our Lord provides peoplewith everything that they need to know. One verse reads.
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Thereisinstruction in their storiesfor people of intelligence. Thisisnot a narration that has
been invented, but a confirmation of all that came before, a clarification of everything, a guidance and
amercy for peoplewho believe. (Surah Yusuf, 12:111)

We have no knowledge other than what is revealed to us by our Lord.

AL-MUDABBIR
The Ruler, the Director, Who governs all of
creation with order and balance

Your LordisAllah, Who created the heavens and Earth in six days and then established Himself firmly on
the Throne. He directs the whole affair ... (Surah Yunus, 10:3)

Allah holds sway over the entire universe, for not a single atom moves without Him knowing it. Allahis
the sole ruler of everything, from a dust particleto the planetsfollowing their orbitsto the billions of inhabitants
living in the micro-universe. The sky that serves as a dome by His grace, the billions of stars, the planets
proceeding in their orbits, and the Sun have all submitted to Allah. This perfect order proves the existence of a
power that controls al of existence, regardless of time or location. This power, which is over and above any
other power, manifests Allah’ s perfect creation.

When we gaze at Earth, we encounter an amazing order. Allah assignsevery living being aparticul ar duty,
and they carry out these duties fully. For instance, trees inhale carbon dioxide and exhae oxygen. The soil
produces ediblefood, rain fallsin due measure and at aparticular rate, and after alightning flash comesthunder.
Thisbalanceisawaysmaintained. While some people die, othersare born.

Allah alsorulesthebodiesof al living beingswith great balance and order, for He has caused all organsto
help one another. For instance, people cannot make their hearts beat or their intestines digest food. Nor can they
be aware of the war waged by leucocytesin their blood against microbes, or of the countless chemical reactions
taking placeintheir bodies. And, in no way can they supervisethem.

In addition, human life relies on countless external factors that are ruled by Allah with great order and
balance. If Allah had created the universe and then left it to its own devices, as some people claim, everything
would have been ruined at that very moment. In fact, all of those interrelated systems have remained intact and
continue to exist because of our Creator’s power, for Allah is the real owner and ruler of the universe. The
Qur’an callsattention to thisfact, asfollows:

Allah keepsafirm hold on the heavens and Earth, preventing them from vanishing. And if they
vanished, no one could then keep hold of them. Certainly He is Lenient, Ever-Forgiving. (Surah Fatir,
35:41)

AL-MU MIN
The Trustworthy, He Who Gives Tranquillity
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He is Allah—there is no deity but Him. He is the King, the Most Pure, the Perfect Peace, the
Trustworthy, the Safeguarder, the Almighty, the Compeller, the Supremely Great. Glory beto Allah above all
that they associate with Him. (Surat a-Hashr, 59:23)

Allah presents apleasing life to believers both in thisworld and the next. Thislife, whichis perfect in all
respects, makes them spiritually strong. Indeed, Allah gives spiritual peace and security to sincere believers.
When they face any difficulty, He supports them, confirms His signs on their hearts, and, through the trust they
put in Him, allows them to lead a peaceful life. The Qur’an informs us about this spiritual support after the
Companions suffered adefeat during the time of our Prophet (saas):

Allah has helped you on many occasions, including the Day of Hunayn, when your great
number s delighted you but did not help you in any way, and the land seemed narrow to you for all its
great breadth, and you turned your backs. Then Allah sent down His serenity on His Messenger and
on the believers, and sent down troops you could not see, and punished those who were unbelievers.
That is how the unbelievers are repaid. Then after that, Allah will turn to anyone He wills. Allah is
Ever-Forgiving, Most Merciful. (Surat at-Tawba, 9:25-27)

There have always been people who, insisting upon denying Allah, work to turn sincere believers away
from the straight path and to their own man-made religion. When believersreject thiscall, unbelieversthreaten
and oppress them. But during such times, Allah provides al forms of support and undermines the unbelievers
efforts, asthe Qur’'an reveals:

Those who are disbelieversfilled their hearts with fanatical rage—the fanatical rage of the Time
of Ignorance—and Allah sent down serenity to His Messenger and to the believers, and bound them
to the expression of heedfulness, to which they had most right and were most entitled. Allah has
knowledge of all things. (Surat al-Fath, 48:26)

Many other versesinform us about this spiritual support, especially that given to the Messengers. When
unbelievers forced our Prophet (saas) to emigrate, Allah promised to support him, hindered the unbelievers
attacks, and sent down serenity upon hisheart. Thissupport isrelated inthefollowing verses:

If you do not help him, Allah did help him when the unbelievers drove him out and there were
two of them in the cave. He said to his companion: “Do not be despondent, Allah iswith us.” Then
Allah sent down His serenity upon him and reinforced him with troops you could not see. He made
theword of the unbelieversthe lowest of thelow. It istheword of Allah that isuppermost. Allah is
Almighty, All-Wise. (Surat at-Tawba, 9:40)

While Allah gives His sincere servants feelings of security and serenity, the peace and security of the
Hereafter are far beyond our comprehension. For onething, they will last for all eternity, if Allah sowills. Allah
describesthisuniquestate of material and spiritual contentment, asfollows:
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Those who guard against evil will be amid gardens and springs. “Enter them in peace, in
complete security!” We will strip away any rancor in their hearts—brothers [and sisterg], resting on
couchesface-to-face. They will not be affected by any tiredness there and will never be made to leave.
(Surat al-Hijr, 15:45-48)

AL-MUJEEB
TheAnswerer

If My servants ask you about Me, | am near. | answer the call of the caller when he calls upon Me.
They should, therefore, respond to Me and believein Me so that hopefully they will berightly guided. (Surat al-
Bagara, 2:186)

Prayer isan intimate and personal bond between people and Allah. Through prayer, people expressall of
their troubles and wishes to Allah and seek His help. In return, He hears His servants' calls and answers their
prayers. Heis closer to people than their jugular veins, knows and hears everything, and is fully aware of each
inner thought. This being the case, even just thinking is enough to ask for something from Him. This shows how
close Allah’s answer is.

Believersare certain that Allah hears and answerstheir prayersin one way or another, for they know that
Allah wills everything. For this reason, they never worry that their prayers will remain unanswered. Doubting
Allah’s answer means that one fails to appreciate His power. Allah answers each prayer with great ease.
However, “answering a prayer” does not mean that the person receives an immediate answer or even the one
that he or sheisexpecting. In oneverse, Allah states:

Man prays for evil just as he prays for good. Man is prone to be impetuous. (Surat al-Isra’,
17:11)

Allah knows best what is good and what is bad for us, for He isthe One Who directs all affairs. Asisin
all of Hisacts, He answers prayersin the way that best meets His many divine purposes, as the Qur’an reveals
below:

Fighting is prescribed for you, even if it is hateful to you. It may be that you hate something
when it isgood for you, and it may be that you love something when it is bad for you. Allah knows,
and you do not know. (Surat al-Bagar a, 2:216)

Allah’s answer to al prayers, whether hidden or open, manifests His glory. No thought or wish remains
unanswered. And, only Allah hearsand answers prayers, for:

Those you call on besides Allah are servants, just like yourselves. Call on them and let them
respond to you, if you aretelling thetruth. (Surat al-A‘raf, 7:194)
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AL-MUHAYMIN
The Safeguarder, The Protector

He is Allah—there is no deity but Him. He is the King, the Most Pure, the Perfect Peace, the
Trustworthy, the Safeguar der, the Almighty, the Compeller, the Supremely Great. Glory beto Allah above al
they associate with Him. (Surat al-Hashr, 59:23)

The laws of physics, which ensure a flawless order in the universe, are the best evidence of the divine
protection of Allah, Who created them, over His servants. For instance, what would happen if Earth’s gravity
wereless? Primarily, light thingswould not remain fixed on Earth. Inthe mildest breeze, adust or asand particle
would flit about for hours. The speed of rain dropswould slow down, causing them to evaporate beforefalling on
the ground. Newton’s law of gravitation, which explains the delicate balance between the orbits of Earth, the
Moon, and the planets, is another example. A minor change in this balance would cause Earth to draw near to
the Sun and thus burn or be thrown into space, where it would freeze.

What would aworld deprived of friction between objects and surfaces ook like? A pen would slip out of
one's hand, books and objects would slide down tables, and a table would slide and hit the wall. In brief, all
objectswould slide and roll. In aworld without friction, al knots would unfasten, nails and screws would come
out, brakeswould never function, and soundswould continueto resound from onewall to another...

Another example is Earth’ s secure and strong structure. Toward its center, the temperature rises by 30°
Celsius(86° Fahrenheit) every kilometer, reaching probably 4,500° Celsius(8,132° Fahrenheit) at its core. When
we consider that only 1 kilometer (0,6214 miles) below the surface the temperature reaches 60° Celsius (140°
Fahrenheit), we can grasp the dimensions of thisthreat. Despitethis, however, al living beingslead their livesin
absolute security, unaware of the magmaboiling underneath them.

Clearly, Allah creates a perfect order on Earth’s surface, which actually shelters an internal ball of fire.
Thus, there is no room for any randomness. He holds sway over the heavens and Earth and protects all living
beings in the universe against all threats, whether known to them or not. Meanwhile, He places the fetusin a
very protected place. As these examples show, many things that seem normal to us are, in actuality,
manifestations of His mercy and divine protection over His servants, for there is no other reason for the
existence of such order and unity inthe universe. Allah isthe best of protectors.

AL-MUTA‘ALEE
The All-Exalted

High exalted be Allah, the King, the Real! Do not rush ahead with the Qur’ an before its revelation to
youiscomplete, and say: “My Lord, increasemein knowledge.” (Surah TaHa, 20:114)

Some peopl e, despite the countless signs surrounding them, fail to appreciate Allah’s greatness. Despite
their hel plessness, they grow arrogant and never think about our Creator, because they follow the urgingsof their
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lower self, which encouragesthem to indulgein evil. Y et thefaithful, aware of their helplessness before Allah’s
greatness, understand that they have no real power whatsoever. Allah calls attention to creation’ s hel plessness
and Hisgreatnessin thefollowing example:

O mankind! An example has been made, so listen carefully. Those whom you call upon besides
Allah cannot even create a single fly, even if they were to join together to do it. And if a fly steals
something from them, they cannot get it back. How feeble are both the seeker and the sought! They
do not measure Allah with His true measure. Allah is All-Strong, Almighty. (Surat al-Hajj, 22:73-74)

Even though every corner of the universe manifests Allah’s greatness, this vast manifestation is not
sufficient to explain Hisinfinite power and greatness. Allah isexalted above any partnership, defects, and limits.
He is the sole Owner of al beautiful names and superior attributes. His knowledge, wisdom, might, power,
mercy, compassion, and generosity isinfinite.

The word “infinite” is a concept over which one has to think alot in order to grasp Allah’s greatness.
After death, Allah will create people anew and make them start a new life either in Paradise or in Hell asa
repayment for what they did in this world. Here, we are talking about infinity—not about a hundred years, a
hundred thousand years, millions or even billions of years. That is, even if there were hundreds of trillions of
peopledestinedtolivefor atrillionyears, they still would beunableto determinetheexact limit of infinity.

However, Allah hassuch avast knowledgethat everything we consider “infinite” iswithin Hisknowledge.
From the moment that time was created until eternity, Allah determines every event, thought, and moment of
time, asthe Qur’ an proclaims:

We have created all things in due measure. Our command is only one word, like the blinking of
an eye. We destroyed those of your kind in the past. But is there any rememberer there? Everything
they did isin the Books. Everything isrecorded, large or small. (Surat al-Qamar, 54:49-53)

Then when He granted them a healthy, upright child, they associated what He had given them
with Him. But Allah isfar above what they associate with Him! (Surat al-A‘raf, 7:190)

He Who guides you in the darkness of land and sea and sends out the winds bringing advance
news of His mercy. Is there another deity besides Allah? May Allah be exalted above what they
associate with Him! (Surat an-Naml, 27:63)

Allah created you, then providesfor you, then will cause you to die, and then will bring you back
tolife. Can any of your partner-deities do any of that? Glory be to Him, and may He be exalted above
anything they associate with Him! (Surat ar-Rum, 30:40)

AL-MUTAKABBIR
He Who Reveals His Greatness in All
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He is Allah—there is no deity but Him. He is the King, the Most Pure, the Perfect Peace, the
Trustworthy, the Safeguarder, the Almighty, the Compeller, the Supremely Great. Glory beto Allah above all
they associate with Him. (Surat al-Hashr, 59:23)

Allah describes His greatness through the examples He gives in the Qur’ an. For example, when Prophet
Musa (as) requested “My Lord, show me Yourself so that | may look at You!” Allah replied: " Y ou will
not see Me, but look at the mountain. If it remains firm in its place, then you will see Me.” The rest of
theaccount isrelated, asfollows:

... But when His Lord manifested Himself to the mountain, He crushed it flat and Musa fell
unconscious to the ground. When he regained consciousness, he said: “Glory beto You!...” (Surat al-
A‘raf, 7:143)

When Prophet Ibrahim (as) said: “My Lord, show me how You bring the dead to life,” Allah replied:
“Takefour birdsand train them to yourself. Then put a part of them on each mountain and call to
them; they will come rushing to you. Know that Allah is Almighty, All-Wise.” (Surat al-Bagara, 2:260)
Thisway, Allah showed him asign of His greatness.

Allah told Prophet L ut (as) to leave his city early in the morning with the believers and not to look back.
That morning, He destroyed the unbelieving nation and rescued Prophet Lut (as). Allah made the fire coolness
and peace for Prophet |brahim (as). By the hands of Prophet ‘Isa(as), He healed the blind and brought the dead
to life. In the time of Prophet Musa (as), He parted the sea and drowned Pharaoh’s army. Thisis how Allah
manifests Hisgreatness and part of Hisinfinite power.

Allah openly reveals His greatness and power at every moment and in every incident. At dawn, He sends
ahurricanetoward those who greedily feel attached to thislife of theworld, or turnstheir cities upside down and
makesthem uninhabitable. Thisway, He strips them of their possessions and goods.

He submerges an entire city by pouring aheavy rain uponit, or ruinsit by sending agreat earthquake. The
skies and the ground, the wind and therain, all of which act under His surveillance, bring an unseen destruction
tothat city, and its people witness Allah’ s overwhelming power. No doubt, Allahis al-Mutakabbir. In the face
of His power and strength, no one can become arrogant. He isthe sol e authority before Whom all will prostrate.

AL-MUSAWWIR
The Shaper; The Proportioner

O man! What has deluded you in respect of your Noble Lord? He Who created you and formed you and
proportioned you. (Surah a-Infitar, 82:6-7)

A human being comesinto being from the union of asperm and an egg, which resultsinasingle cell. This
cdll, asthe Qur'an informs us, first looks like alump of flesh. Then, Allah transformsit, makesit develop in the
womb for aspecified time, and then bringsit forth asahuman being. Thisnew being isperfect in every way. As
Allah proclaims:
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Allah made Earth a stable home for you and the sky a dome, formed you, gave you the best of
forms, and provided you with good and wholesome things. That is Allah, your Lord. Blessed be Allah,
theLord of all theworlds. (Surah Ghafir, 40:64)

Asthe Qur’ an informs us, humanity was given the best form of al living beings on Earth and Allah
displays countless signs of His creation both inside and outside the human body. Even the human body displays
Allah’s perfect artistry. Consider its symmetry: Itslegs and arms, as well as the ratio of the body to the arms,
legs, and head, are strikingly perfect. For instance, the length of the body is eight times the head’ s length. The
length of the head is three times the length of the nose, and there is a distance of one eye between the two eyes.
Theratio and length of our legsand arms are both aesthetic and fully functional.

In order to seethis symmetry’ s perfect details, it isenough to gaze at the people around you. Indeed, these
details were—and continue to be—typical of each person who has ever lived and who will live in the future, for
thisis how Allah creates. And, Allah’s creation is flawless. Some of the verses regarding Allah’s perfect
creation are asfollows:

He created and molded. (Surat al-A'la, 87:2)

He created the heavens and Earth with truth and formed you, giving you the best of forms. And
Heisyour final destination. (Surat at-Taghabun, 64:3)

He forms you in the womb however He wills. There is no deity but Him, the Almighty, the All-
Wise. (Surah Al ‘Imran, 3:6)

He is Allah—the Creator, the Maker, the Giver of Form. To Him belong the Most Beautiful
Names. Everything in the heavens and Earth glorifies Him. He is the Almighty, the All-Wise. (Surat
al-Hashr,59:24)

AL-MUSTI AN
One Who Is Called upon for Help

Say: "Lord, judgewith truth! Our Lord isthe All-Merciful, the One Whose help is sought in the
face of what you describe." (Surat al-Anbiya’, 21:112)

People need to feel Allah’s existence and power both in times of difficulty and of ease. In other words,
during every moment of their lives, al people are in need of prayer, for unless Allah wills, they cannot attain
anything. Given that we are created with many inherent weaknesses, people can only live by means of Allah’s
mercy and favor.

On the other hand, Allah isthe sole Deity in Whom one can take refuge. People are in need of Him, and
therefore seek help and guidance only from Him. Without His permission, no one can help himself or someone
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else. Allah hasthe strength to make anything at any time He wills. When He decides on something, He just says
toit“Be!” anditis.

He allocates provisions among His servants, pours down rain from the heavens, and grants blessings. He
heal s people when they are sick, makes them laugh or shed tears, exaltswhoever He wills, and directs all affairs
from heaven to Earth. No one can protect themselves if our Lord withholds His blessings or sends a disaster,
and no one can deflect a blessing if He wills to bestow it. Thus, the universe and all of its inhabitants, whether
living or non-living, takes refuge in Him and asks for help only from Him. The Qur’an reveals these facts, as
follows:

Do they make things into partner-deities who cannot create anything and are themselves
created; who are not capable of helping them and cannot even help themselves? I f you call them to
guidance, they will not follow you. It makes no differenceif you call them or stay silent. Those you call
on besides Allah are servants, just like yourselves. Call on them and let them respond to you, if you
aretelling the truth. Do they have legs with which they can walk? Do they have hands with which they
can grasp? Do they have eyes with which they can see? Do they have ears with which they can hear?
Say: “Call on your partner-deities, try all your wiles against me, and grant me no reprieve. My
Protector is Allah, Who sent down the Book. He takes care of the believers.” Those you call on
besides Him are not capable of helping you. They cannot even help themselves. If you call them to
guidance, they do not hear. You see them looking at you, yet they do not see. (Surat al-A‘raf, 7:191-
98)

AL-MUTAHHIR
The Cleanser; He Who Cleanses from Idolatry
and Spiritual Evil

And when He overcame you with sleep, making you feel secure, and sent down water from heaven to
purify you and remove the taint of Satan from you, and to fortify your hearts and make your feet firm.
(Surat al-Anfal, 8:11)

Human beings make mistakes throughout their lives. No doubt, believers make every effort to avoid such
mistakes and strive not to commit them by living according to Allah’ sreligion. Thisfact isrelated in the Qur’ an,
asfollows:

If Allah were to take mankind to task for what they have earned, He would not leave a single
creature crawling on it; but He defers them until a specified time. Then, when their time comes, Allah
sees His servants! (Surah Fatir, 35:45)

In compliance with this divine command, sincere believers are not expected to be infallible or sinless;
rather, they are expected to seek Allah’s pleasure, abide by the limits that He has established for them, turn to


http://www.clicktoconvert.com

This watermark does not appear in the registered version - http://www.clicktoconvert.com

Allah in repentance, and take refuge in His mercy. As the Qur’an informs, Allah will purify them, for Allah
“desirestoremoveall impurity from Hisservants.” Thisisrelatedinthefollowing verse:

... Allah desires to remove all impurity from you, O People of the House, and to purify you
completely. (Surat al-Ahzab, 33:33)

Although aperson may have committed great sins, rebelled against Allah, and lived by principlesthat are
utterly contrary to Allah and Hisreligion, Allah is so compassionate that He may purify those of His servants
who sincerely repent. Furthermore, Allah informs us that He may even purify and forgive unbelievers and
hypocriteswho have fought Him and Hisreligion if they ever turn to Him with asincere heart. One verse reads:

The hypocrites are in the lowest level of the Fire. You will not find anyone to help them. Except
those who repent, put things right, hold fast to Allah, and dedicate their religion to Allah alone; they
are with the believers. Allah will give the believers an immense reward. (Surat an-Nisa’, 4: 145-46)

These words are manifestations of Allah’ sinfinite mercy toward His servants. Clearly, only He can purify
His servants from idolatry, evil, and spiritual uncleanliness. Allah is the most compassionate of the
Compassionate.

AL-MUYASSIR

He Who Makes His Servant’s Path Easier in Goodness and Wickedness; He Who Places No
Unbear able Burden on Anyone

Allah desires ease for you; He does not desire difficulty for you. Y ou should complete the number of
daysand proclaim Allah’s greatness for the guidance He has given you, so that hopefully you will be thankful.
(Surat al-Bagara, 2:185)

Allah always directs us toward ease. At the base of 1slam, the religion with which He is pleased, always
liesthis ease. The Qur’ an revealsthis profound truth, asfollows:

Strive for Allah with the effort due to Him. He has selected you and has not placed any
constraint upon you in religion—thereligion of your forefather 1brahim... (Surat al-Hajj, 22:78)

Allah has made the Qur’ an easy for those who are willing to take heed, and its commands make human
life easy. For instance, He does not hold the blind, the lame, or the sick responsible, and shows ways that |essen
His servants' burden during times of hardship and travel. He also states that He will forgive people, whatever
their sinsmay be, provided that they repent sincerely. One versereads:

We have made the Qur’an easy to remember. But isthere any rememberer there? (Surat al-
Qamar, 54:17)
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Meanwhile, Allah callsattention to thefact that believers can easily attain all forms of success:
We will ease you to the Easy Way. (Surat al-A‘la, 87:8)

Every ease that we feel or see is from Allah, for they all come from His glory. He is the Most
Compassionate of the compassionate, and He does not desire difficulty for His servants:

Allah desires to make things lighter for you. Man was created weak. (Surat an-Nisa’, 4:28)

Allah knowswhat we can and cannot do, and thus does not desire any difficulty for us. Thisisalso related
in“Allah desires ease for you; He does not desire difficulty for you” (Surat al-Bagara, 2:185). Even under
the severest conditions, He makes our tasks easy and shows us a way out. Allah reminds His servants of this
blessingsin thefollowing verses:

Did We not expand your breast for you and remove your load from you, which weighed down
your back? Did We not raise your renown high? For truly with hardship comes ease; truly with
har dship comes ease. (Surat al-Inshirah, 94:1-6)

Allah makesthe ways of attaining His good pleasure and mercy easy for believers. On the other hand, He
informsusthat Hewill pavetheway to difficulty for unbelievers:

But as for him who is stingy, self-satisfied, and denies the Good, We will pave his way to
difficulty. (Surat al-Layl, 92:8-10)

AL-MUZAKKEE
He Who Purifies His Servants (of all faults, shame, and spiritual impurity)

Do you not see those who claim to be purified? No, Allah purifies whoever He wills. They will not be
wronged by so much asthe smallest speck. (Surat an-Nisa', 4:49)

Infallibility and perfection are qualities unique to Allah. We may forget, become heedless, and make
mistakes, but Allah does not. Such traits indicate our weakness and need of Allah in every situation. Given this,
believers feel regret once they recognize their mistakes, repent, and are careful not to repeat them. Just
considering themselvessinlessand faultlessisagreat sininitself. One verse reads:

To whoever avoidsthe major sins and indecencies—except for minor lapses, truly your Lord is
vast in forgiveness. He has the most knowledge of you when He first produced you from dust and
when you were embryos in your mothers wombs. So do not claim purity for yourselves. He knows
best those who guard against evil. (Surat an-Najm, 53:32)
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Sincere believers are conscious of their mistakes and weaknesses. For this reason, they repent
continuously and pray for Allah’ smercy and good pleasure. In return, Allah coverstheir mistakes, forgivestheir
sins, purifiesthem, and enablesthemto attain asuperior position.
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AL-MUZAYYIN
The Adorner

Know that the Messenger of Allahisamong you. If hewereto obey you in many things, you would suffer
for it. However, Allah has given you thelove of faithand has made it pleasing to your hearts, and has made
disbelief, deviance, and disobedience hateful to you. People such as these are rightly guided. (Surat al-Hujurat,
49:7)

Loving faith, deriving pleasure from material and spiritual tastes, aswell as hating disbelief and seeing it as
evil, seemto be natural inclinations. However, they actually are blessings attained by Allah’ sfavor. Allahrelates
thismetaphysical truth in the verse quoted above.

In order to show the value of this great blessing and gift to believers, Allah creates the opposite situation
for unbelievers. Failing to see the beauties engendered by faith, unbelievers derive pleasure from the gloomy and
troublesome system of those who are far from religion. All of the evil and indecency found in the systems of
unbelief have been made to seem good to them. Thissecret isdivulged inthe Qur’ an, asfollows:

Is someone on a clear path from his Lord like those whose bad actions have been made to
seem good to them and who follow their own desires? (Surah Muhammad, 47:14)

Believers, who know Allah, notice Hiscompassion for them, recognizethat they exist only by Hiswill, and
that everything they like and take pleasure in come from Him. They attain the superiority of Allah’s love and
faith. Believers do not need to please anyone other than Allah, and so they ask for no other being’ s help. Indeed,
people find peace only in the remembrance of Allah. They consider doing good deedsin order to earn Allah’s
good pleasure, living by Hisreligion’ scodeof moral excellence, observing Hiscommandsand prohibitions, being
concerned about their fellow Muslims, and striving for the Hereafter as sources of joy and happiness.

AL-MUDHHILL
The Humiliator

Y ou may travel about in the land for four months and know that you cannot thwart Allah, and that Allah
will humiliate the unbelievers. (Surat at-Tawba, 9:2)

Humiliation is one of the punishmentsthat Allah sendsto unbelieversin thisworld. For unbelievers who
are devoted to ostentation and seeking others' approval, humiliation isavery severe punishment. In the Qur’ an,
Allah describesthispunishment, asfollows:

Those before them also denied the truth, and the punishment came upon them from where they
did not expect. So Allah made them taste disgrace in the life of the world, and the punishment of the
Hereafter isfar worse, if they only knew. (Surat az-Zumar, 39:25-26)
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Allah manifests this attribute through believers and especially through those of His Messengers. The
following versescall attentionto thisfact, asfollows:

... Allah will punish them at your hands, disgrace them, help you against them, and heal the
hearts of those who believe. He will remove the rage from their hearts. Allah turns to anyone He
wills. Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise. (Surat at-Tawba, 9:14-15)

The message Prophet Sulayman (as) sent to the unbelieverswas asfollows:

" Return to them. We will come to them with troops they cannot face, and will expel them from
it, abased and humiliated.” (Surat an-Naml, 27:37)

Ontheother hand, in many verses Allah givesthe news of adegrading punishment awaiting unbelieversin
the Hereafter, one that they deserve because of their arrogance and pride in thisworld. As stated earlier, one of
the unbelievers major goalsis to gain other peopl€e' s appreciation, and so they praise themselves rather than
glorify Allah. Thus, Allah makeshumiliationthe essence of their punishmentinHell, for their humiliationinfront
of other people will cause them to experience the greatest anguish. One verse reads:

On the Day when those who were unbelievers are exposed to the Fire: “You dissipated the
good thingsyou had in your worldly life, and enjoyed yourself in it. So today you are being repaid with
the punishment of humiliation for being arrogant in the land, without any right, and for being
deviators.” (Surat al-Ahqaf, 46:20)

Thehumiliation and abasement experienced in Hell isunprecedented and of variouskinds. Thishumiliation
will even manifest itself upon their bodies. For example, dust and debasement will darken their faces, as the
following versesreveal:

Some faces on that Day will be downcast. (Surat al-Ghashiya, 88:2)

But as for those who have earned bad actions—a bad action will be repaid with one like it.
Debasement will darken them. They will have no one to protect them from Allah. It isasif their faces
were covered by dark patches of night. Those are the Companions of the Fire, remaining in it
timelessly, forever. (Surah Yunus, 10:27)

While manifesting His attribute of al-Mudhhill upon unbelievers, Allah manifests His names of ar-
Rahman and ar-Rahman ar-Raheem upon believers. By granting His Paradise and mercy, our Lord purifies
them of all formsof evil. Contrary to theunbelievers’ humiliation, Allah will grant Hissincere servantsHisgood
pleasure, Paradise, and blessings.

AL-MUGHNEE
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The Enricher
That itisHe Who enrichesand Who satisfies. (Surat an-Ngjm, 53:48)

Allah, the true Owner of al wealth, tests some people with wealth and others with poverty. In His
capacity of al-Warith (the Inheritor), Allah is the sole inheritor of everything. When people die, they leave
behind all of their possessions. As for those who take pride in their possessions and wealth and thus fail to
remember Allah, the Qur’ an relatesthefollowing:

Do they imagine that, in the wealth and children We extend to them, We are hastening to them
with good things? No indeed, but they have no awareness! (Surat al-Mu’ minun, 23:55-56)

Allah may reward whomever He wills with great wealth. The Qur’ an calls attention to the great wealth
granted to such Messengers as Prophet Ibrahim (as), Prophet Muhammad (saas), Prophet Dawud (as), and
Prophet Yusuf (as). Prophet Sulayman (as), on the other hand, asked for unprecedented wealth, and Allah
answered his prayer.

One point deserves special mention here: Allah’s Messengers used their wealth to attain His good
pleasure by doing good deeds. However, unbelieverstake pridein their wealth and forget itsreal owner.

The Qur’ an gives a detailed account of the wealth that a few people, who deserve to earn Allah’s good
pleasure and thereby attain Paradise, will enjoy inthe Hereafter. Thisglory isdepictedinthefollowing verses:

So Allah has safeguarded them from the evil of that Day, has made them meet with radiance and
pure joy, and will reward them for their steadfastness with a garden and with silk. Reclining in it on
couches, they will experience neither burning sun nor bitter cold. Its shading branches will droop
down over them, its ripe fruit hanging ready to be picked. Vessels of silver and goblets of pure
crystal will be passed round among them, crystalline silver—they have measured them very exactly.
They will be given a cup to drink mixed with the warmth of ginger. In it is a flowing spring called
Salsabil. Ageless youths will circulate among them, serving them. Seeing them, you would think them
scattered pearls. Seeing them, you see delight and a great kingdom. They will wear green garments
of fine silk and rich brocade. They will be adorned with silver bracelets. And their Lord will give them
a pure draught to drink. “Thisisyour reward. Your striving is fully acknowledged.” (Surat al-Insan,
76:11-22)

AN-NASIR
The Helper; The Supporter
We supported them, and so they were the victors. (Surat as-Saffat, 37:116)

Allah isour sole helper and guardian. In al difficulties and situations, believers ask for His help and He
acceptstheir call. In order to establish justice, acquire property and recover from an illness so that they could
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pursue Allah’s good pleasure, the Prophets turned to Allah alone. In return, He answered their sincere calls and
guided them at all times. Allah promisesthefollowing in Hisbook:

Our Word was given before to Our servants, the Messengers, that they would certainly be
helped. (Surat as-Saffat, 37:171-72)

In this way, We have assigned to every Prophet an enemy from among the evildoers. But your
Lord isa sufficient guide and helper. (Surat al-Furgan, 25:31)

In“... it is Our duty to help the believers’ (Surat ar-Rum, 30:47), Allah statesthat He will help His
believing servants. However, among the most important prerequisitesfor earning Allah’ sgood pleasureisto help
Hisreligion, observe Hislimits meticulously, and strivefor thiscause. Inreturn, Healways helpsthem. AsAllah
promises, victory belongs only to those who believe in our Lord and struggle to attain His good pleasure and
consent. One verse reads:

Allah has promised those of you who believe and do right actions that He will make them
successors in the land, just as He made those before them successors; will firmly establish for them
their religion, with which He is pleased; and will give them, in place of their fear, security. “They
worship Me, not associating anything with Me.” Any who do not believe after that, such people are
deviators. (Surat an-Nur, 24:55)

Allah does not leave believers a one and helplessin thisworld. Rather, He promises to help them both in
thisworld and beyond. And, asHe states, He keeps His promises:

We will certainly help Our Messengers and those who believe both in the life of the world and
on the Day the witnesses appear. (Surah Ghafir, 40:51)

AN-NUR
The Light

Allahisthe Light of the heavens and Earth. The metaphor of His Light is that of a niche in which is a
lamp, the lamp inside aglass, the glasslike abrilliant star, lit from ablessed tree, an olive, neither of the east nor
of the west, itsoil al but giving off light even if no fire touchesit. Light upon Light. Allah guidesto HisLight
whoever He wills, makes metaphors for mankind, and has knowledge of all things. In houses that Allah has
permitted to be built and in which His name isremembered, there are men who proclaim Hisglory morning and
evening. (Surat an-Nur, 24:35-36)

Allah, the Light of the heavens and Earth, manifests this attribute upon people. As a blessing, He
illuminates His servantswho believein Him, recognize and appreciate Hisgreatness, turn to Islam (the only just
religion), and live by itsmorality:
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Is he whose breast is opened to Islam, and who is therefore illuminated by his Lord...? Woe to
those whose hearts are hardened against the remembrance of Allah! Such people are clearly
misguided. (Surat az-Zumar, 39:22)

For the unbelievers, however, thereis not asingle source of “illumination.” Moreover, they cannot find a
way out of the darknessinwhich they exist. Allah describesthisdarknessin thefollowing terms:

Or they are like the darkness of a fathomless sea that is covered by waves above, which are
waves above which are clouds, layers of darkness, one upon the other. If he puts out his hand, he can
scarcely see it. Those to whom Allah gives no light, they have no light. (Surat an-Nur, 24:40)

While Allah leavesunbelieversin thisdarkness, He guides Hisfaithful servantstothelight. Thefollowing
verserevealsthat these two groups are mirror opposites and believers are absol utely superior, for:

I s someone who was dead and whom We brought to life, supplying him with a light by which to
walk among people, the same as someone who isin utter darkness, unable to emerge from it? That is
how what they were doing is made to seem attractive to the unbelievers. (Surat al-An‘am, 6:122)

Allah sends down warnings to believers in order to guide them to the light. His Messengers and the just
Books that they bring are al sources of “light.” Those who comply with the divine message attain the true path
and are illuminated. The Qur’ an proclaims:

O Prophet! We have sent you as a witness, a bringer of good news, a warner, acaller to Allah
by His permission, and a light-giving lamp. (Surat al-Ahzab, 33:45-46)

He sends down Clear Signsto His servant to bring you out of the darknessto the light. Allah is
All-Gentle with you, Most Merciful. (Surat al-Hadid, 57:9)

O People of the Book! Our Messenger has come to you, making clear to you much of the Book
that you have kept concealed, and passing over a lot. A Light has cometo you from Allah, and a Clear
Book. By it, Allah guides those who follow what pleases Him to the ways of peace. He will bring them
from the darknessto the light by His permission, and guide them to a straight path. (Surat al-Ma’ida,
5:15-16)

Allah’strue servantswill live happily until they die, and will be recognized by their light. Unbelievers, on
the other hand, will remain in infinite darkness in the Hereafter as well, and will ask believers for some of their
light. Asthe Qur’ an states:

On the Day you see the men and women of the believers, with their light streaming out in front
of them, and to their right: “Good news for you today of gardens with rivers flowing under them,
remaining in them timelessly, forever. That isthe Great Victory.” That Day, the men and women of
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the hypocrites will say to those who believe: “Wait for us so that we can borrow some of your light.”
They will be told: “Go back and look for light!” And a wall will be erected between them with a gate
in it, on theinside of which there will be mercy but before whose exterior lies punishment. (Surat al-
Hadid, 57:12-13)

Allah isthe Protector of those who believe. He brings them out of the darkness and into the
light. But those who are unbelievers have false deities as protectors. They take them from the light
into the darkness. Those are the Companions of the Fire, remaining in it timelessly, forever. (Surat
al-Bagara, 2:257)

He calls down blessing upon you, as do His angels, to bring you out of the darkness and into
thelight. HeisMost Merciful to the believers. (Surat al-Ahzab, 33:43)

And Earth will shine with the Pure Light of its Lord, the Book will be put in place, the Prophets
and witnesses will be brought, and it will be decided between them with the truth. They will not be
wronged. (Surat az-Zumar, 39:69)

Those who believe in Allah and His Messenger s—such people are the truly sincere—andthe
martyrs who are with their Lord will receive their wages and their light. But those who are
unbelievers and deny Our Signswill be Companions of the Blazing Fire. (Surat al-Hadid, 57:19)

O You who believe! Have fear [and awar eness] of Allah and faith in His Messenger. He will
give you a double portion of His mercy, grant you a Light by which to walk, and forgive you. Allah is
Ever-Forgiving, Most Merciful. (Surat al-Hadid, 57:28)

Prophet Muhammad (saas) advisesbelieversto say thefollowingintheir prayers:

“Allahumma: Put light in my heart, light in my tongue, light in my sight, light in my hearing, light on
my right, light on my left, light above me, light beneath me, light in front of me, and light behind me. Put
light in my soul, and give me great light.” (Sahih Bukhari and Sahih Muslim)

RABBAL-"ALIMEEN
Lord of All theWorlds

All praise belongs to Allah, the Lord of the heavens and the Lord of Earth, Lord of all the worlds. All
greatness belongsto Him in the heavens and Earth. Heisthe Almighty, the All-Wise. (Surat al-Jathiya, 45:36-37)

Our universe contains many other worlds of which humanity is utterly ignorant. For example, each plant
and animal species contains numerous subspecies. Even such inanimate objects aswinds and clouds have many
different types. Just like people, all thingsmight be said to livein universesof their own.


http://www.clicktoconvert.com

This watermark does not appear in the registered version - http://www.clicktoconvert.com

Thisaside, Allah created theinvisibleworld of atoms, cellswith glorious systemsthat form our body, and
hundreds of other microscopic living beings. Heisthe Lord of a coral colony in the depths of the ocean, just as
He controls the infinite number of micro-universes of invisible organisms, to the macro-universes of celestia
bodies. He feeds al of their inhabitants and causes them to survive. The Qur’an, which proclaimsthat Allahis
theLord of al theworlds, states:

Allah made Earth a stable home for you and the sky a dome; formed you, giving you the best of
forms; and provided you with good and wholesome things. That is Allah, your Lord. Blessed be Allah,
theLord of all theworlds. Heisthe Living—there is no deity but Him—so call on Him, making your
religion sincerely His. Praise be to Allah, the Lord of all the worlds. (Surah Ghafir, 40:64-65)

Peoplewho ponder over the oceans and itsinhabitants, their lives and food, the symbiosisthey experience,
thedelicatebal ance, their reproduction and continued existence, appreciate Allah’ sinfinite power.

Allah, the Lord of the universes aswell as of the jinn and angelsthat exist in an utterly different time and
space, created all of these beings and made them submit to Him. These universes, all works of His artistry and
infinite power, are far beyond our wisdom and imagination. Faced with this greatness, we are obliged to turn to
Allah, as Prophet Ibrahim (as) did. When Allah called him to submit, he said: “... | am a Muslim who has
submitted to the Lord of all theworlds.” (Surat al-Bagara, 2:131)

After that, we should striveto devote our livesto earning Hisgood pleasure, for:

Say: “My prayer and my rites, my living and my dying, are for Allah alone, the Lord of all the
worlds.” (Surat al-An‘am, 6:162)

So the last remnant of the people who did wrong was cut off. Praise belongs to Allah, the Lord
of all theworlds! (Surat al-An*am, 6:45)

Your Lord isAllah, Who created the heavens and Earth in six days and then settled Himself
firmly on the Throne. He covers the day with the night, each pursuing the other urgently; and the Sun
and the Moon and stars are subservient to His command. Both creation and command belong to Him.
Blessed be Allah, the Lord of all theworlds. (Surat al-A‘raf, 7:54)

AR-RAFI*
The Exalter; The Raiser

Mention Idrisin the Book. He was a true man and a Prophet. We raised him up to a high place. (Surah
Maryam, 19:56-57)

People who are ignorant of religion lead alife that is far from Allah. Therefore, they neither observe His
commands and prohibitions nor appreciate the countless blessings He grants out of Hisfavor. Unableto think or
exercise spiritual intelligence, they cannot appreciate Allah’sglory.
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Throughout history, Allah has sent Messengersto all societiesto convey Hiscommands, prohibitions, and
recommendations. In thisway, He calls upon people who are far from religion to abandon their ignorance and
lack of knowledge and then grants them another opportunity to follow the straight path. These Messengers were
members of the nations to which they were sent, and were known for their moral excellence, wisdom, and
superior conscience. As the Qur’an states many times, Messengers are people chosen by Allah to warn their
people. They aredistinguished from their fellows by being thefirst to notice Allah’ s existence and greatness, and
the nearness of the Hereafter. These features reveal their superiority.

After being granted prophethood, the M essengers called their peopleto the right path and warned them of
the punishment of Hell. The difficultiesthat they faced, the hardshipsthat theinsolent unbelieversplaced intheir
paths, and even the attempts on their lives never diverted them from the right path. On the contrary, such events
deepened their faith. At times, Messengers met people who said: “We are Muslims submitted to our Lord,” but
then suddenly deserted them when they encountered some difficulty. But they persevered, for these chosen
servants of Allah were " on a sure footing with the Lord” (Surah Y unus, 10:2) and wholly submitted to Him.

Inreturnfor their sincerity and trust, Allah made them distinguished both in thisworld and in the Hereafter.
The related verses read:

This is the argument We gave to Ibrahim against his people. We raise in rank anyone We will.
Your Lord isAll-Wise, All-Knowing. We gave him Ishaq and Ya'qub, each of whom We guided. And
before him We had guided Nuh. And among his descendants were Dawud and Sulayman, and Ayyub,
Yusuf, Musa, and Harun. That is how We recompense the good-doers. And Zakariyya, Yahya, ‘1sa,
and llyas. All of them were among therighteous. And Isma'‘il, al-Yasa', Yunus, and Lut. All of them
We favored over all beings. (Surat al-An*am, 6:83-85)

AR-RAHMANAR-RAHEEM
The Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

HeisAllah—there is no deity but Him. He is the Knower of the Unseen and the Visible. He is the All-
Merciful, the Most Merciful. (Surat al-Hashr, 59:22)

Allah, the Most Gracious, manifests Hisinfinite mercy and favor upon whatever Hewills. We can survive
only throughthisinflux of visibleandinvisibleblessings, al of whicharesubmissiveto Allah.

Allah encompasses His creation every day through His blessings. He causes millions of seeds to sprout,
covers the earth's core with a temperature of 4,500° Celsius (8,132° Fahrenheit) with this fertile earth, pours
down tons of clear water upon Earth’s surface, simultaneously feeds countless living beings al over the world,
createsthe oxygen that circulatesin our lungs, and sends countless other blessingsthat givelife.

Allah creates every one of the 100 trillion cells that make up the human body and then teaches every one
of them their individual tasks; placesDNA, which comprisesinformationthat wouldfill amillion pages, inthecell;
makes this system operate through protein, fat, and water molecules that He puts in a cube far smaller than 1
millimeter (0.03 inch); and gives each person asoul and keepsthem alive until Hewills otherwise.
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From their birth to their death, each person receives and lives with Allah’s blessings. Some see these
blessings, grasp the purpose of their existence, and thereby devote themselves to Allah. Others do not, and so
remain ungrateful and reject serving Him. Despite this, however, Allah manifests His graciousness upon all
people, regardless of whether they are unbelievers, hypocrites, or polytheists. For example, He provides all
people with air to breathe, water to drink, housesto livein, children, health, beauty, and many other blessings.
ThismanifestsHisname*“the Most Gracious.”

Prophet Muhammad (saas) saysin ahadith:

“Allah is more merciful to His servants than a mother is to her child.” (Sahih Bukhari and Sahih
Muslim)

Inthislife, Allah also grants blessings so that people may turn to religion, think, use their intellect, and
thank Him. Those who turn away have only a short time, as short as the blink of an eye, to take advantage of
these blessings. In the Hereafter, however, all blessings belong to believerswho stroveto draw near to Allah and
earn His good pleasure while in this arena of testing. They give thanksto our Lord, for Allah isthe Most
Gracious and givesthe good news of Paradise only to His faithful servants.

Gardens of Eden, which the All-Merciful has promised to His servants in the Unseen. His
promise is always kept. (Surah Maryam, 19:61)

The All-Compassionate, the Most Merciful. (Surat al-Fatiha, 1:2)
Say: “Call upon Allah or call on the All-Merciful; whichever you call upon, the Most Beautiful
Names are His.” Do not be too loud in your prayer or too quiet in it, but try to find a way between the

two. (Surat al-Isra’, 17:110)

On that day they will follow the summoner, who has no crookedness in him at all. Voices will be
humbled before the All-Mer ciful, and nothing but a whisper will be heard. (Surah Ta Ha, 20:108)

Say: “Lord, judgewith truth! Our Lord isthe All-Merciful, the One Whose help is sought in the
face of what you describe.” (Surat al-Anbiya’, 21:112)

On the Day when the Spirit and the angels stand in ranks, no one will speak, except for him who
isauthorized by the All-Mer ciful and sayswhat isright. (Surat an-Naba, 78:38)

AR-RAQEEB
TheWatchful
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O mankind! Have fear [and awareness] of your Lord, Who created you from a single self, created its
mate from it, and then disseminated many men and women from the two of them. Heed Allah, in Whose name
you make demands on one another and also in respect of your families. Allah watches over you continually.
(Surat an-Nisa, 4:1)

Allah protects and watches al beings; controls, watches, witnesses, and supervises everything from the
stars and solar systems to atmospheric events and to the societies and plants covering this planet, and from the
human body’s complex and complicated systems to the micro- and macro-universes that are invisible to the
naked eye.

People may think that they are not responsible to anyone, and thus may live without a purpose. But
regardless of what they are doing, Allah sees them, for nothing can be hidden from His Sight. Allah repays
anything done with justice, for He has comprehensive knowledge. Many people think that Allah created the
universeand then left it toitsown devices. Y et thisisonly adelusion and an assumption.

Allahknowsevery invisible cell down to its minute details. While functioning in perfect harmony with the
trillions of other cellsinthe body, one day acell can nolonger control itsreplication and thus causes cancer. We
have no control over such developments, but Allah knows all of this and controls every phase. Just as a person
cannot take a step without Allah’ swill, that cell cannot function without Hiswill. Given that He isthe Creator,
Allah knows everything and isthe sole source of all knowledge. No being can do anything without Him knowing
it. One verse reads:

... Allah iswatchful over all things. (Surat al-Ahzab, 33:52)

AR-RA‘UF
TheGentle

In this way, We have made you a middlemost community so that you may act as witnesses against
mankind, and the Messenger [may act] as a witness against you. We only appointed the direction you used to
facein order to distinguish those who follow the Messenger from those who turn back on their heels. Thoughin
truth it isavery hard thing—except for those Allah has guided. Allah would never let your faith go to waste.
Allah is All-Gentle, Most Merciful to mankind. (Surat al-Bagara, 2:143)

All beingsowetheir existenceto Allah’ ssuperior creation and the ensuing complex structures. Thisisone
signof our Lord’ smercy and compassion, sinceno living beingisresponsiblefor itsown survival but must submit
to Allah’s Will. Allah has aready given every being whatever it needs. For instance, al living beings have
various means of self-defense, such as a startling appearance, poisonous or flammable gasses, high levels of
alertnessand the ability to outrun their enemies, strong shields, camouflage, or the ability to play dead.

Living beings did not acquire these features coincidentally or by themselves. Allah, Who creates
everything flawlessly and with great knowledge, reveal s His compassion by endowing them with attributes that
enablethemto lead their livescomfortably.
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Asidefrom these attributes, one notices that whatever has been created to serve humanity is also superior.
Indeed, people who ponder over the material and spiritual attributes they enjoy readily notice that they liveina
world that was created especially for them. The fact that our survival is assured is one of the greatest signs of
Allah’s mercy. However, apart from our five senses, Allah has enabled us to think, an ability that makes us
superior to all other living beings. Allah relatesHisattribute of ar-Rauf in the verses below, as follows:

On the Day that each self finds the good it did and the evil it did present in front of it, it will
wish that there were an age between it and them. Allah advises you to beware of Him. Allah is Ever-
Gentle with His servants. (Surah Al ‘Imran, 3:30)

Do you not see that Allah has made everything on Earth subservient to you, and the ships
running upon the sea by His command? He holds back the heaven, preventing it from falling to the
ground—except by His permission. Allah is All-Compassionate to mankind, Most Merciful. (Surat al-
Hajj, 22:65)

He sends down Clear Signsto His servant to bring you out of the darkness and into to the light.
Allah is All-Gentle with you, Most Merciful. (Surat al-Hadid, 57:9)

AR-RAZZAQ
The All-Provider

Truly, Allah isthe Provider, the Possessor of Strength, the Sure. (Surat adh-Dhariyat, 51:58)

Imagine that you open your eyesin aworld without mountains or oceans; with black, very dry and barren
land; without animals or food for human beings, except for grass; and with infertile soil and water located
hundreds of kilometers away. In order to survive, you would eat only that bitter grass and walk hundreds of
kilometersto drink water. And, after alife of hardship, youwould die. Interestingly, youwould never ask: “Why
can’'t we grow juicy, delicious fruits, vegetables, and various other cropsin this land?’ because you would not
even be aware that the land could yield such crops.

Allah, Who is very compassionate and merciful toward His servants, places people on fertile lands that
yield countless blessings. Indeed, even without tilling them, lands yield green crops and clusters of flowers.
Y ellow, red, green, and orange fruits and vegetables come out of the soil, and the blue oceans abound with tasty
fish. These aside, Allah places the meat of most animals and birds at our service, and gives them pure milk and
honey. All of these areall blessingsfrom Allah.

AsAllahinformsusin“Who is there who could provide for you if He withholds His provision?
Yet still they obstinately persist in insolence and evasion” (Surat al-Mulk, 67:21), if Hewills, lands do not
yield crops, rain does not fall, and soil turns barren. But since Allah is Most Gracious, Most Merciful, it is
impossibleto number Hisblessings. He commandsin the Qur’ an, asfollows:
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O mankind! Remember Allah’s blessing to you. Isthere any creator other than Allah providing
for you from heaven and earth? Thereisno deity but Him. So how have you been deluded? (Surah
Fatir, 35:3)

These blessings, which are granted in this world, have perfect counterparts in the Hereafter, as the
Qurantellsus:

No self knows the delight that is hidden away for it in recompense for what it used to do. (Surat
as-Sajda, 32:17)

The inhabitants of Hell, on the other hand, will have nothing to eat and drink but the tree of az-Zagqum,
boiling water, and bitter thorny bush for al eternity.

Say: “Who provides for you out of heaven and earth? Who controls hearing and sight? Who
bringsforth the living from the dead and the dead from the living? Who directs the whole affair ?”
They will say: “Allah.” Say: “ So will you not guard against evil?” (Surah Yunus, 10:31)

So that Allah can reward them for the best of what they did and give them more from His
unbounded favor. Allah providesfor anyone He wills without reckoning. (Surat an-Nur, 24:38)

AS-SAMAD
The Everlasting Refuge and Sustainer

Allah, the Everlasting Sustainer of all. (Surat al-1khlas, 112:2)

In the entire universe, all power belongs to Allah, the only One Who can remove a person’ s troubles and
difficulties, and meet hisneeds. Sometimes peopleforget our Lord and take other guardiansfor themselves, who
they believe can provide them with power, honor, and help. But thisisadelusion, for thereisno other deity other
than Allah. Unless He wills otherwise, no one can help or harm anyone else. Thisfact isrelated in the Qur’ an,
asfollows:

Do those who take the hypocrites as protectors, rather than the believers, hope to find power
and strength with them? Power and strength belong entirely to Allah. (Surat an-Nisa’, 4:139)

Our only refuge from distressis Allah, the Lord of power and honor, for He answers all of His servants’
prayers and eases, or fully removes, what is causing them hardship. Allah describesthis, asfollows:

He Who responds to the oppressed when they call upon Him and removes their distress, and
has appointed you asinheritors of the land. Isthere another deity besides Allah? How little you pay
heed! (Surat an-Naml, 27:62)
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This verse states that some peoplefail to recognize or forget Allah’s compassion and mercy and become
ungrateful. However, asAllah statesin “ Say: ‘Allah rescues you from it, and from every plight’...” (Surat
a-An‘am, 6:64), only He saves us from every distress. In return, He expects us to notice this answer, ponder
over itsimportance, submit to Him, and become Hisgrateful servant.

The Prophet (saas) advises believersto takerefugeonly in Allah:

"When you ask, ask from Allah; when you seek help, seek it of Allah.” (Hadith at-Tirmidhi)

AS-SADIQ
The True; The Keeper of HisWord

That isAllah’spromise. Allah does not break His promise. But most people do not know it. (Surat ar-
Rum, 30:6)

Allah created humanity and sent Messengers to enjoin good and forbid evil. He also sent Books to guide
humanity to the straight path. The Qur’ an, the last of these just Books, guides us from the darkness to the light,
to the right path.

In the Qur'an, Allah makes promises to both believers and unbelievers. Unless He wills otherwise,
unbelievers are promised a stressful life in thisworld and an eternal punishment in Hell. But because they have
no faith in this promise, they assume that they will never be punished. Allah addresses these deluded people in
thefollowing terms:

They ask you to hasten the punishment. Allah will not break His promise... (Surat al-Hajj,
22:47)

Meanwhile, Allah promises believers a blissful life both in this world and in the next, as thefollowing
verses state:

Allah has promised those of you who believe and do right actions that He will make them
successors in the land, just as He made those before them successors; will firmly establish for them
their religion, with which He is pleased; and give them, in place of their fear, security. “ They worship
Me, not associating anything with Me.” Any who do not believe after that, such people are deviators.
(Surat an-Nur, 24:55)

But asfor those who believe and do right actions, We will admit them into gardens with rivers
flowing under them, remaining in them timelessly, for ever and ever. Allah’s promise is true. Whose
speech could betruer than Allah’s? (Surat an-Nisa’, 4:122)

The Words of your Lord are perfect in truthfulness and justice. No one can change His Words.
He is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing. (Surat al-An‘am, 6:115)
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Say: “Allah speaks the truth, so follow the religion of 1brahim, a man of pure natural belief. He
was not one of the idolaters.” (Surah Al ‘Imran, 3:95)

ASSA'IQ
The Driver; He Who Drives to Hell

But We will drive the evildoers to Hell, like cattleto awatering hole. (Surah Maryam, 19:86)

Humanity was created to serve Allah and has been placed here to be tested. Allah meets all of our needs
and has granted us various blessings. Despite this, however, some people forget the purpose of their existence,
become ungrateful, and rebel against Allah. Such rebellion hasto be punished, for Allahisinfinitely just. In the
Qur’an, Herevealsthe end of those who grow arrogant, asfollows:

As was the case with the people of Pharaoh and those before them. They denied Our Signs, so
Allah seized them for their wrong actions. Allah is fierce in retribution. Say to those who are
unbelievers: “You will be overwhelmed and crowded into Hell. What an evil resting-place!” (Surah Al
‘Imran, 3:11-12)

Although granted countless opportunities and given many warnings to turn to the straight path, they
insisted upon turning away and becoming arrogant. Thus, onthe Day of Judgment,

...You will see the wrongdoers saying, when they see the punishment: “Is there no way back?”
You will seethem as they are exposed to it, abject in their abasement, glancing around them furtively.
Those who believe will say: “Truly the losers ar e those who lose themselves and their families on the
Day of Rising.” Thewrongdoersarein an everlasting punishment. (Surah ash-Shura, 42:44-45)

This situation manifests Allah’ sinfinite justice. In one verse, Allah relates that every person will receive
whatever he or she deserves, asfollows:

Allah does not wrong anyone by so much as the smallest speck. And if there is a good deed,
Allah will multiply it and pay out an immensereward direct from Him. (Surat an-Nisa’, 4:40)

As a requisite of this superior justice, Allah will host believers in infinite gardens abounding in
unprecedented blessings. Allah givesthisgood newsto believerswho devotetheir livesto our Lord:

Give the good news to those who believe and do right actions that they will have gardens with
rivers flowing under them. When they are given fruit as provision, they will say: “ Thisis what we
wer e given before.” But they were only given a simulation of it. They will have spouses of perfect
purity and will remain theretimelessly, forever. (Surat al-Bagara, 2:25)
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AS-SANI*
The Artificer; The Maker

Y ou will see the mountains you reckoned to be solid going past like clouds—the handiwork of Allah
Who gives to everything its solidity. Heisaware of what you do. (Surat an-Naml, 27:88)

Every being, whether living or non-living, teemswith signsof asuperior wisdom and an infinite knowledge.
No doubt, these manifest Allah’ s attribute of al-* Aleem. They aso have another very important feature: avery
delicate artistry. This attribute manifests itself in the form of an extraordinary appearance, flawlessness, a
delicate and uniqueartistry, harmony, and design.

For instance, we can see the human body’ sflawless design. All organs are placed in the most appropriate
place. For instance, the places of the eyes and the heart, the latter of which is protected by the sternum, are
entrusted with many divine purposes. The body’ s symmetry, which is designed according to the “golden ratio”
used by painters, is also strikingly beautiful. Indeed, each person’s eyes, nose, and mouth are put into their
individual placeswith great delicacy.

Inmany living beings, Allah created certain detail sto manifest Hisattributeof as-Sani‘. Asaresult, every
living beingisunique. A tropical bird’ swingsor aflower’ spetalsare dominated by phosphorous colors, whereas
a butterfly’ s wings contain several colors. Similarly, areptile, abird, and a marine animal are totally different
from each other.

Thisinfiniteartistry isalso visiblein the plant world. As“ And also the things of varying colors He has
created for you in the land. Thereis certainly a Sign in that for people who pay heed” (Surat an-Nahl,
16:13) tells us, Allah created millions of different plants and flowers with various odors, smell, colors, and
symmetry. For example, an orchid has hundreds of different appearances and colors. Similarly, arose has many
colorsof varying tones. Such uniquenessisaclear sign of Hisartistry.

Allah manifeststhisattribute by presenting all of these aesthetic living beingsto humanity. He could have
created just one type of every living being. But by creating many species, He has displayed an amazing artistry
that mere words cannot describe with full justice. Moreover, the examples of His artistry are wherever we ook
and are perfect.

AS-SALAM
The All-Peace

He is Allah—there is no deity but Him. He is the King, the Most Pure,the Perfect Peace, the
Trustworthy, the Safeguarder, the Almighty, the Compeller, the Supremely Great. Glory be to Allah above all
they associate with Him. (Surat al-Hashr, 59:23)

Allah gave the good news of an eternal Paradise to His believing servants. Y et one point is often missed
here: These servants are rewarded with a beautiful life not only in the Hereafter but in thisworld aswell, asthe
following versereveals:
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What iswith you runs out, but what iswith Allah goes on forever. Those who wer e steadfast will
be recompensed according to the best of what they did. Anyone who acts rightly, male or female,
being a believer, We will give them a good life and will recompense them according to the best of
what they did. (Surat an-Nahl, 16:96-97)

No doubt, theblissful lifein both worldsmanifests Allah’ sattribute of as-Salam upon Hisfaithful servants.
A believer who is devoted to Allah and does good deeds to attain His good pleasure will return to His Lord
“...well pleasing and well pleased” (Surat a-Fajr, 89:28). Allah describes what such servantswill find in the
Hereafter, asfollows:

And the garden will be brought close to the pious not far away: “This is what you were
promised. It isfor every careful penitent: those who fear the All-Merciful in the Unseen and come
with a contrite heart. Enter it in peace. Thisisthe Day of Timeless Eternity.” They will havethere
everything they want, and with Usthereis still more. (Surah Qaf, 50:31-35)

Allah’s attribute of as-Salam is also His greeting to those who enter Paradise. In Surah Ya Sin 36:58
Allah states: “‘Peace!” A word from a Merciful Lord.” Thisgreeting isthe greatest reward that believerswill
ever receive, for:

Such people will be repaid for their steadfastness with the Highest Paradise, where they will
meet with welcome and with “Peace.” (Surat al-Furgan, 25:75)

AS-SAMEE'
The All-Hearing

Certainly those who argue about the Signs of Allah without any authority having come to them have
nothing in their hearts except pride, which they will never be ableto vindicate. Therefore seek refuge with Allah.
He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. (Surah Ghafir, 40:56)

Aswell as seeing everything, Allah, Who is closer to us than our jugular veins, hears every noise in the
universe. For example, He hears each noise made by all of the galaxies, planets, and celestial bodies; those made
by thebillionsof invisibleliving beingslivinginthemicro-universe, for He created them; and the noise made by a
splitting seed, aflash of lightening, or aflying bird’ swings. Thisfactisrelatedinthefollowing verse:

Say: “My Lord knows what is said in heaven and Earth. He is the All-Hearing, the All-
Knowing.” (Surat al-Anbiya’, 21:4)

One sign of Allah’s greatness and power is His hearing every noise made by all living and non-living
beings. He hears—and answers—the prayers of al people who secretly turn to Him and call upon Him. Indeed,
in another verse Allah states. “If My servants ask you about Me, | am near. | answer the call of the
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caller when he callsupon Me...” (Surat a-Bagara, 2:186). Thisis quite easy for Allah, for Heis everywhere
at the same moment.

In addition, Allah also hears the rebels’ most delicate plots, for He encompasses all things in His
knowledge. No person has ever uttered a single word without Him knowing it. They will be confronted by all of
their wordsin the Hereafter, asthe Qur’ an reveals.

Say: “Do you wor ship, besides Allah, something that has no power to harm or help you when
Allah isthe All-Hearing, the All-Knowing?” (Surat al-Ma’ida, 5:76)

His Lord replied to him and turned away from him their female guile and deviousness. He is the
One Who Hears, the One Who Knows. (Surah Yusuf, 12:34)

ASH-SHAFEE
The Affectionate; The Healer

And when | amill, it isHe Who heals me. (Surat ash-Shu‘ ara, 26:80)

Allah usesillness to force peopleto realize just how feeble they are and how much help they really need.
Thus, the hundreds of diseasesin our world are created for both bodily and spiritual purposes. For example, they
are signs of a purposeful and superior creation and of His power, for how else can one explain the existence of
miCcroscopic viruses?

Only Allah can remove an illness, for He is the One Who created it. As a manifestation of ash-Shafee,
Allah removes a disease whenever He wills. If He does not will this, no doctor, advanced technology, or
innovative medication can help or curethe patient, for all medicineisonly meansof recovery. Eachillnessis sent
so that we may ponder upon it, eventually see our Lord’s infinite power next to our own feebleness, and seek
His help whenever we arein distress. Believers haveto be aware that Allahistheir only guardian and hel per.

The Qur’ an praises Prophet Ayyub (as) for hissubmission to Allah. The moral excellence, patience, and
trust he displayed in the face of devastating distress has become an example for all believers. The related verse
isasfollows:

And Ayyub, when he called out to hisLord: “Great harm has afflicted me, and You arethe Most
Mer ciful of themerciful.” (Surat al-Anbiya’, 21:83)

Allah answered his call and removed his distress, and Prophet Ayyub (as) earned the rewards of being
patient and turning solely to Allah.

ASH-SHAFI*
Thelnter cessor
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Or have they adopted intercessors besides Allah? Say: “ Even though they do not control athing and have
no awareness?’ Say: “Intercession is entirely Allah’s affair. The kingdom of the heavens and Earth is His.
Then you will be returned to Him.” (Surat az-Zumar, 39:43-44)

Those who have faith in Allah and yet associate partners with Him assume that these partners will
intercede for them on the Day of Judgment. According to their belief, such “guardians’ will take responsibility
for their followers or purify them. And so they undertake strenuous efforts to earn their approval and constantly
think of them. But thisis no more than ahuge delusion, for Allah statesthat He will be the only Protector on the
Day of Judgment, asfollows:

Abandon those who have turned their religion into a game and a diversion, who have been
deluded by the life of the world. Remind [them] by it [the Qur’an], lest a person isdelivered up to
destruction for what he has earned with no protector or intercessor besides Allah. Were he to offer
every kind of compensation, it would not be accepted from him... (Surat al-An*am, 6:70)

On that Day, no one will befriend another or bear someone’s sins. As Allah informs us, only those who
please Him will be allowed to intercede, and this person will surely say the truth. Unbelievers will find no
guardian or intercessor on that Day, and no support, protection, or intercession, for Allahistheonly Guardian and
Intercessor:

Allah created the heavens and Earth and everything between them in sx days, and then
established Himself firmly upon the Throne. You have no protector or intercessor apart from Him. So
will you not pay heed? (Surat as-Sajda, 32:4)

ASH-SHARIH
TheOpener

Is he whose breast is opened to | lam, and who isthereforeilluminated by his Lord...? Woe to those
whose hearts are hardened against the remembrance of Allah! Such people are clearly misguided. (Surat az-
Zumar, 39:22)

Theexistence of Allah and the Hereafter isobvious. Despitethis, however, the mgjority of people have no
faith. A person attains true faith only when Allah “opens on€e’ s breast to Islam.” This acquisition of faith isthe
greatest blessing from Allah, for if Allah had no mercy and favor upon His sincere servants, none of them would
attain salvation. While creating humanity, Allah gave every soul a lower self that would tempt each man and
woman toward evil. However, He also ensured that His sincere servants could attain the straight path by both
overcoming and avoiding such temptations.

Thisright path, which is attained by following one’ s conscience, is ablessing granted to sincere believers.
AsAllahinformsus:
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... However, Allah has given you love of faith and made it pleasing to your hearts, and has made
disbelief, deviance, and disobedience hateful to you. People such as these are rightly guided. It isa
great favor from Allah and a blessing. (Surat al-Hujurat, 49:7-8)

Those who forget how they were created and insist on unbelief, despite all of the signs surrounding them,
who follow the dictates of their lower sel vesand do not exercisetheir conscience, will experiencethefollowing:

As for those who are unbélievers, it makes no difference to them whether you warn them or do
not warn them; they will not believe. Allah has sealed up their hearts and hearing, and over their eyes
isablindfold. They will have aterrible punishment. (Surat al-Bagara, 2:6-7)

Have you seen him who takes his whims and desires to be his deity—whom Allah has
misguided knowingly, sealing up his hearing and his heart and placing a blindfold over his eyes? Who,
then, will guide him after Allah? So will you not pay heed? (Surat al-Jathiya, 45:23)

ASH-SHAHEED
TheWitness

Say: “Allah is a sufficient witness between me and you. He is certainly aware of and sees His
servants.” (Surat al-lsra’, 17:96)

Allah hasno beginning and no end, isthe sol e absol ute Being, and is not bound by such human conceptsas
time or space. Therefore, everything that ever happens, regardless of whether it happened in the past, the
present, or the future, are the same in—and are fully known to—His Sight.

He knows everything, whether it isdonein secret or in public, in darkness or in light, while alone or while
inacrowd. Being ignorant, people assume that what they do at night might conceal their sins and hide them as
well. But such hopes arefutile, for the Qur’ an states:

Do you not see that Allah knows what isin the heavens and on Earth? Three men cannot confer
together secretly without Him being the fourth, or five without Him being the sixth, or fewer than
that or more without Him being with them wherever they are. Then He will inform them on the Day of
Rising of what they did. Allah has knowledge of all things. (Surat al-Mujadala, 58:7)

Allahisfully knowledgeable of everyone' s intentions, thoughts, and deeds at every one moment. Each of
us will be called to account for al of these on the Day of Judgment. People who deny these truths will
understand their mistake on the Day of Judgment. As*“ On the Day Allah raisesup all of them together, He
will inform them of what they did. Allah has recorded it while they have forgotten it. Allah is a
Witness of all things’ (Surat al-Mujadala, 58:6) maintains, in the Hereafter we will be repaid for each one of
our deeds:
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You do not engage in any matter, recite any of the Qur’an, or do any action without Our
witnessing you while you are occupied with it. Not even the smallest speck eludes your Lord, either
on Earth or in heaven. Nor isthere anything smaller than that, or larger, which isnot in a Clear Book.
(Surah Yunus, 10:61)

But Allah bears witness to what He has sent down to you. He has sent it down with His
knowledge. The angels bear withess as well. And Allah suffices as a Witness. (Surat an-Nisa’, 4: 166)

Whether We show you something of what We have promised them or take you back to Us, they
will still return to Us. Then Allah will be witness against what they are doing. (Surah Yunus, 10:46)

We will show them Our Signs on the horizon and within themselves until it is clear to them that
it isthe truth. Isit not enough for your Lord that He is a witness of everything? (Surah Fussilat,
41:53)

ASH-SHAKUR
The Appreciative; He Who Is Responsive to Gratitude

If you make agenerousloanto Allah Hewill multiply it for you and forgive you. Allah is most Ready to
appreciate [service], Most Clement. (Surat at-Taghabun, 64:17)

Allah gives countless blessings to us and only asks each of usto be a grateful servant. Allah draws our
attention to the importance of being grateful in Surah Ibrahim 14:7: "...And when your Lord announced: 'If
you are grateful, | will certainly give you increase; but if you are ungrateful, My punishment is
severe."”

Onewho does not give thanksfor all of these blessingswill berepaid in the Hereafter, for Allah’sinfinite
justicerequiresthis. However, Allah isvery compassionate toward His servants, asthe Qur’ an states:

Allah does not wrong anyone by so much as the smallest speck. And if thereis a good deed,
Allah will multiply it and pay out an immensereward direct from Him. (Surat an-Nisa,’ 4:40)

Whoever does a good deed for Allah’s cause will be rewarded with what is better on the Day of
Judgment.

That is the good news that Allah gives to His servants who believe and do right actions. Say: “1
do not ask you for any wage for this—except for you to love your near of kin. If anyone does a good
action, We will increase the good of it for him. Allah is Ever-Forgiving, Ever-Thankful.” (Surat ash-
Shura, 42:23)

That He will pay them their wages in full and give them more from His unbounded favor. He is
Ever-Forgiving, Ever-Thankful. (Surah Fatir, 35:30)
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They will say: “Praise be to Allah, Who has removed all sadness from us. Truly our Lord is
Ever-Forgiving, Ever-Thankful.” (Surah Fatir, 35:34)

AT-TAWWAB
The Acceptor of Repentance

Except for those who repent, put thingsright, and makethingsclear. | turn toward them. | am the Ever-
Returning, the Most Merciful. (Surat al-Bagara, 2:160)

As stated earlier, humanity was created ignorant and ungrateful, and therefore is vulnerable to sins,
mistakes, and weaknesses. This aside, Satan constantly tempts people and strives to plant vain desires and
deviance in them. Y et, no matter how great one's mistakes and sins are, there is always a way out: sincere
repentance and His ensuing forgiveness. For thisreason, we should never |ose hope, regardless of what we have
done. Inthe Qur’an, Allah states:

Say: “My servants, you who have transgressed against yourselves, do not despair of the mercy
of Allah. Truly Allah forgives all wrong actions. He isthe Ever-Forgiving, the Most Merciful.” (Surat
az-Zumar, 39:53)

Meanwhile, thereisavery important point we need to keepin mind:

Allah only accepts the repentance of those who do evil in ignorance and then quickly repent
after doing it. Allah turnstoward such people. Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise. There is no repentance
for people who persist in doing evil until death comes to them and who then say: “Now | repent,” nor
for people who die as unbelievers. We have prepared for them a painful punishment. (Surat an-Nisa’,
4:17-18)

Clearly, Allah accepts the repentance of His sincere servants, for their regret and commitment to abandon
their sinful behavior is real. Even clearer is the fact that the death-bed repentance of an unbeliever is
meaningless. The Qur’ an givesthe example of the Pharaoh’ sinsincere repentance:

We brought the tribe of Israel across the sea, and Pharaoh and his troops pursued them out of
tyranny and enmity. Then, when he was on the point of drowning, he said: “I believe that there is no
deity but Him in whom the tribe of Israel believe. | am one of the Muslims.” What, now! When
previously you rebelled and were one of the corrupters? (Surah Yunus, 10:90-91)

And also toward the three who wer e left behind, so that when the land became narrow for them,
for all its great breadth, and their own selves became constricted for them and they realized that
there was no refuge from Allah except in Him, He turned to them so that they might turn to Him.
Allah is the Ever-Returning, the Most Merciful. (Surat at-Tawba, 9:118)
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Were it not for Allah's favor to you and His mercy ... and that Allah is Ever-Returning, All-
Wise. (Surat an-Nur, 24:10)

AL-WAHID
TheOne

Your God is One God. There is no god but Him, the All-Merciful, the Most Merciful. (Surat al-
Bagara, 2:163)

For centuries, peoplewho havefailed to grasp Allah’ sgreatness have worshipped what they considered to
be “superior” and “powerful” beings, such as the Sun or stars. Furthermore, despite all their feebleness, some
people even dared to declare themselves as deities. In the Qur’ an, Allah givesthe example of aman who argued
with Prophet | brahim (as) about Allah’ sunity and power. Prophet I brahim (as) responded inthefollowing terms:;

What about the one who argued with Ibrahim about his Lord, on the basis that Allah had given
him sovereignty? Ibrahim said: “My Lord gives life and causes to die.” He said: “I too give life and
cause to die.” Ibrahim said; “Allah makes the Sun come from the East. Make it come from the
West.” And the one who was an unbeliever was dumbfounded. Allah does not guide wrongdoing
people. (Surat al-Baqara, 2:258)

Setting up any other deity with Allahisnot uniqueto previous peoples, for we seeit evenin our owntime.
While modern people do not worship the Sun, particular stars, or similar items, they worship people who are just
as helpless as themselves or such concepts as beauty, wealth, and power. They devote their lives to acquiring
wealth and never once wonder if Allah is pleased with them. They consider people, other beings, or particular
objectsasequal to Allah and so clearly associate partnerswith Him.

Given that Allah is the Creator, no one can make the Sun rise from the West, stop the universe from
expanding, hold the heavens and Earth, or create ahuman being from nothing. Allah isthe only God, for nothing
that exists can be equal to the Creator. The Qur’an describes the weakness of those who associate partners
with Allah, asfollows:

O mankind! An example has been made, so listen car efully. Those whom you call upon besides
Allah cannot create a single fly, even if they were to join together to do it. And if a fly steals
something from them, they cannot get it back. How feeble are both the seeker and the sought! (Surat
al-Hajj, 22:73)

... Or have they assigned partners to Allah who create as He creates, so that all creating seems
the same to them? Say: “Allah is the Creator of everything. He is the One, the All
Conquering.” (Suratar-Ra‘'d, 13:16)
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... The Messiah, ‘Isa son of Maryam, was only the Messenger of Allah and His Word, which He
cast into Maryam, and a Spirit from Him. So believe in Allah and His Messengers. Do not say:
“Three.” It is better that you stop. Allah is only One God. He is too Glorious to have a son!
Everything in the heavens and in Earth belongsto Him. Allah suffices as a Guardian. (Surat an-Nisa’,
4:171)

AL-WARITH
The Inheritor

How many cities We have destroyed that lived in insolent ingratitude! There are their houses, never again
inhabited after them, except alittle. It was We Who weretheir Heir. (Surat al-Qasas, 28:58)

Throughout their lives, such people strive to accumulate more wealth. Some people are so committed to
thisend that this goal takes over their lives and leaves them no time to wonder why they exist. However, thereis
one fact these people disregard:

Say: “Shall | inform you of the greatest losers in their actions? People whose efforts in the life
of the world are misguided while they suppose that they are doing good.” (Surat al-Kahf, 18:103-04)

Indeed, until their last breath, they strivefor avain purpose. Y et one day, at atotally unexpected moment,
they will face the angels of death. Wrapped in asimple shroud, these people, who were widely admired because
of their wealth, will be buried in the ground and thus leave everything behind. All they can take with them into
their gravesistheir naked body, their fear, and their closenessto Allah.

Allah is the sole Inheritor of Earth, and His sincere servants are made wealthy by His favor. As we
mentioned above, al wealth, status, and respect enjoyed inthisworldistemporary. Allah, Who grantsall of these
blessings, takes each person’s soul whenever He wills. The Qur’an reveals how each person will be brought
before Allah’ spresence:

We givelife and cause to die, and We are the Inheritor. (Surat al-Hijr, 15:23)

And Zakariyya, when he called out to hisLord: “My Lord, do not leave me on my own, though
You are the Best of Inheritors.” (Surat al-Anbiya’, 21:89)

AL-WASI*

The All-Embracing; The Boundless

O You who believe! If any of you renounce your religion, Allah will bring forward a people whom He
loves and who love Him, humble to the believers, fierce to the unbelievers, who strivein the Way of Allah and do
not fear the blame of any censurer. That is the unbounded favor of Allah, which He gives to whoever He wills.
Allah is Boundless, All-Knowing. (Surat al-Ma ida, 5:54)
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Allah encompasses al universes. Asthe Creator of everything Who isnot bound by place, Heis above all
places. In many societies, people commonly believe that Allah residesin the heavens. Thus, while calling upon
him, they turn their facesto the heavens. The fact is, however, that “ Both East and West belong to Allah, so
wherever you turn, the Face of Allah is there. Allah is All-Encompassing, All-Knowing.” (Surat a-
Bagara, 2:115)

Allah informs us that He is the Lord of the heavens and Earth. Given this, He clearly settled Himself
everywhere and owns everything that exists. His blessings never end, His mercy isboundless, Hisforgivenessis
vast, and His mercy and compassion are infinite. Allah’s attribute of al-Wasi manifests itself especially on
believers. As His mercy and compassion are vast, He encompasses His faithful servants with His mercy and
protectsthem. For instance, some unbelievers seek to harm religion by imposing hardships, such asby saying, “ ...
Do not spend on those who are with the Messenger of Allah, so that they may go away...” (Surat al-
Munafiqun, 63:7). But all of these efforts are futile, for Allah gives His unbounded mercy and wealth to
whomever He wills, for He owns the treasures of the heavens and Earth. One verse mentions that He is All-
Encompassing:

[A group of the People of the Book say,] “Do not trust anyone, except for those who follow your
religion.” Say: “Allah’s guidance is true guidance. But you think it isimpossible for anyone to be
given the same as you were given, or to argue with you before your Lord.” Say: “All favor isin
Allah’s Hand, and He givesit to whoever He wills. Allah is All-Encompassing, All-Knowing.” (Surah
Al ‘Imran, 3:73)

AL-WADUD
The Loving

Heisthe Ever-Forgiving, the All-Loving. (Surat a-Buruj, 85:14)

Those people who understand that Allah created humanity to serve Him remain sincere to Him until they
die, while others deny His existence. Allah is very close to His loyal servants. He hears and answers their
prayers, iswith them whenever they encounter adifficulty, and supportsthem at every stage of their lives.

One of the greatest blessings that people may attain in this life is Allah’s love and friendship. Allah’s
bel oved servantslead honorabl e and di stinguished lives, and their moral perfection always earns great admiration
and appreciation. He admits His beloved servants into His mercy and lets them enter Paradise. Prophets and
sincere believers are very valuable people who have earned Allah’ slove, love Allah, and lead their lives only to
earn Hisgood pleasure.

Ask your Lord for forgiveness, and then repent to Him. My Lord is Most Merciful, Most
Loving. (Surah Hud, 11:90)

AL-WAHHAB
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The All-Giving

Or do they possess the treasuries of your Lord’s mercy, the Almighty, the Ever-Giving? (Surah Sad,
38:9)

Allah promised alife of infinite happinessin Paradise, which startsherein thisworld, for He also promised
a beautiful life in this world. Thisis why sincere believers see no limits when asking their Lord to meet their
needs. They can ask their Lord for anything that will draw them nearer to Him. Allah answersthese callsas He
wills, and Hisanswer isawaysthe best. One exampleis Prophet Sulayman’s (as) prayer: “Truly do | love the
love of good, with a view to the glory of my Lord” (Surah Sad, 38:32) and continued:

He said: “My Lord, forgive me and give me a kingdom the like of which will never be granted
to anyone after me. Truly You are the Ever-Giving.” (Surah Sad, 38:35)

Prophet Sulayman (as) prayed for such a kingdom because he knew that Allah rewards His sincere
servants both in thisworld and in the Hereafter. One verse reads:

Our Lord, do not make our hearts swerve aside after You have guided us. And give us mercy
from You. You arethe Ever-Giving. (Surah Al ‘Imran, 3:8)

AL-WAKEEL
TheGuardian

They have the word “obedience” on their tongues, but when they leave your presence, a group of them
spend the night plotting to do other than what you say. Allah isrecording their nocturnal plotting. So let them be
and put your trust in Allah. Allah sufficesasa Guardian. (Surat an-Nisa', 4:81)

Allah wants His sincere and faithful servants to trust Him in every circumstance. Indeed, al Prophets
encountered many difficulties and much enmity while spreading Allah’s message within their unbelieving
communities. And yet they always maintained their brave and resolute attitude for, seeking only Allah’s good
pleasure, they took refugein Allah.

Allah informs us that He helps those who help His religion. There will always be people who fight
believers and follow Satan. They may hatch plots to harm believers and strive to break their zeal with offensive
words and slanders. Y et they can never attain their goals, for their plans are feeble next to Allah’ sinfinite power
and wisdom. Allah, Who knows and sees all the detail s of every plot, helpsthe patient and resol ute believerswho
befriend Him and enables them to attain the best. This metaphysical phenomenon isincomprehensible to
unbelievers. In thisway, believerswho trust in Allah attain great spiritual and physical strength. Allah mentions
thisin the following verses:
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Those who submit themselves completely to Allah and do good have grasped the Firmest
Handhold. Theend result of all affairsiswith Allah. (Surah Lugman, 31:22)

Those to whom people said: “ The people have gathered against you, so fear them.” But that
merely increased their faith, and they said: “Allah is enough for us and the Best of Guardians.”
(Surah Al “Imran, 3:173)

Taking Allah astheir guardian hasawaysresulted intheir victory. Therelated versesread:

So they returned with blessings and bounty from Allah, and no evil touched them. They pursued
the pleasure of Allah. Allah’s favor isindeed immense. (Surah Al ‘Imran, 3:174)

Lord of the East and West—there is no deity but Him—so take Him as your Guardian. (Surat
al-Muzzammil, 73:9)

Say: “Nothing can happen to us except what Allah has ordained for us. He is Our Master. It is
in Allah that the believers should put their trust.” (Surat at-Tawba, 9:51)

AL-WALEE
The Protector

Allah isthe Protector of those who believe. He bringsthem out of the darkness and into the light. But
those who do not believe have fal se deities as protectors. They take them from thelight into the darkness. Those
arethe Companionsof theFireremaininginittimelessly, forever. (Surat al-Bagara, 2:257)

Both in thisworld and in the next, people have only onereal friend. This friend never abandons them, is
next to them, and helps them in the face of every difficulty. From the day they are born until they die, Heis
always with them and protects them against their enemies. He is more reliable than anyone else, and always
rewards them without expecting anything in return. This friend, of course, is our Lord, the believers' most
intimatefriend, Who purifiesall thosewho placetheir trust in Him and promisethem adistinguished life hereand
eternal wealth in the Hereafter.

Throughout their lives, people seek someone more powerful or wealthier upon whom they can rely in al
circumstances. Y et while seeking such people, they totally forget our All-Mighty Lord, Who created them and
meets al of their needs. They take Satan, who only leads them toward sin and hinders them from attaining
Paradise, astheir friend. Thisisthe beginning of agloomy world.

Peoplewho havefaith and sincerefaith in Allah, on the other hand, enjoy agood and honorablelife. Inthis
life, there isno room for failure, because Allah grants victory to believers as long as they remain committed to
their religion and their words. Meanwhile, the actual reward is waiting for them in the Hereafter. Allah is the
sole real protector of believers both in this world and beyond. His attribute of al-Walee is described in the
following verses
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Allah knows best who your enemies are. Allah suffices as a Protector; Allah suffices as a
Helper. (Surat an-Nisa’, 4:45)

And remember when two of your clanswere on the point of losing heart and Allah was their
Protector. Let the believers put their trust in Allah. (Surah Al ‘Imran, 3:122)

It isHe Who sends down abundant rain, after they have lost all hope, and unfolds His mercy.
He isthe Protector, the Praiseworthy. (Surat ash-Shura, 42:28)

DHU AL-JALAL WA AL-IKRAM
Master of Majesty and Gener osity

Blessed be the name of your Lord, Master of Majesty and Generosity. (Surat ar-Rahman, 55:78)

People enjoy countless blessings, for Allah has adorned this world with many details that are pleasing to
His servants. However, Allah will show Hisinfinite generosity in Paradise.

One of the most telling attributes of the Paradise is that believers will have all that their hearts desire,
without any limit. Therewill be gardenswith riversflowing underneath and cool, refreshing shade. By the grace
of Allah, devout believerswill be amid shaded gardens with spreading branched, flowing springs, and whatever
kind of fruit and meat they desire. In addition, they will have high-ceilinged hallswith riversflowing underneath,
where they will recline on couches ranged in rows and take pleasure from the surrounding beauty. Circulating
among them will be youths like hidden pearls, passing among them vessels of silver and goblets of pure crystal.
Meanwhile, “... they will be adorned with gold bracelets and pearls, and wheretheir clothing will be of
silk.” (Surat al-Hajj, 22:23)

No doubt, the Qur’ an’ s descriptions of Paradise are far more elaborate than what we could convey above.
Theversesbelow giveadetailed description of Allah’ sinfinite generosity in Paradise:

... they will have there all that their hearts desire and their eyesfind delight in. You will remain
in it timelesdly, forever. (Surat az-Zukhruf, 43:71)
Seeing them, you see delight and a great kingdom. (Surat al-I nsan, 76: 20)

AZ-ZAHIR
The Evident; The Outward

Heisthe First and the Last, theOutward and the Inward. He has knowledge of all things. (Surat al-
Hadid, 57:3)
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Thesignsof Allah’s existence, which are spread throughout the universe, are evident for all people of
understanding. Grasping Allah’ s existence demands no more than a careful scrutiny into one’ s surroundings, for
the universe abounds with signs of creation. From the simplest to the most complex ones, all systems revea a
network of miracles that present even more mysteries as one makes an in-depth analysis. In the Qur’an, Allah
givesthefollowing examplesof thesemiracles:

Have they not looked at the sky above them: how We structured it and made it beautiful, and
how there are no fissures in it? And Earth: how We stretched it out and cast firmly embedded
mountains onto it and caused luxuriant plants of every kind to grow in it? (Surah Qaf, 50:6-7)

Have they not looked at the birds above them, with wings outspread and folded back? Nothing
holds them up but the All-Merciful. He sees all things. (Surat al-Mulk, 67:19)

Allah splits the seed and kernel. He brings forth the living from the dead, and produces the
dead out of theliving. That is Allah, so how are you deluded? He splits the sky at dawn, and appoints
the night asatime of stillness and the Sun and the M oon as a means of reckoning. That iswhat the
Almighty, the All-Knowing has ordained. He has appointed the stars for you so you might be guided
by them in the darkness of the land and sea. We have made the Signs clear for people who have
knowledge. (Surat al-An‘am, 6:95-97)

No doubt, these are just afew examples. Elsewhere, Allah reminds His servants of His existence through
many examples. One of their most telling attributes is that they ponder over everything they see and gradually
comprehend Allah’ s existence and greatness. Aswe mentioned above, each detail in our universe makes usfeel
that we were created.

People of intelligence who recognize Allah’s greatness and power surely feel an inner awe toward our
Creator, Who will call each one of them to account for their deeds in the Hereafter. Therefore, they spend their
livesstriving to earn Hisgood pleasure. In oneverse, Allah saysthefollowing:

Those who remember Allah, standing, sitting, and lying on their sides, and reflect on the
creation of the heavens and Earth: “Our Lord, You have not created thisfor nothing. Glory beto You!
So safeguard us from the punishment of the Fire.” (Surah Al ‘Imran, 3:191)

THE DECEPTION OF EVOLUTION

Darwinism, in other words the theory of evolution, was put forward with the aim of denying the fact of
creation, but isin truth nothing but failed, unscientific nonsense. Thistheory, which claimsthat life emerged by
chance from inanimate matter, wasinvalidated by the scientific evidence of clear “design” in the universeand in
living things. In this way, science confirmed the fact that Allah created the universe and the living thingsin it.
The propagandacarried out today in order to keep the theory of evolution aliveisbased solely on the distortion of
thescientificfacts, biased interpretation, and liesand fal sehoods di sgui sed as science.
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Y et this propaganda cannot conceal the truth. The fact that the theory of evolution is the greatest
deception in the history of science has been expressed more and more in the scientific world over the last 20-30
years. Research carried out after the 1980s in particular has revealed that the claims of Darwinism are totally
unfounded, something that has been stated by a large number of scientists. In the United States in particular,
many scientists from such different fields as biology, biochemistry and pal eontology recognize the invalidity of
Darwinism and employ the concept of intelligent design to account for theorigin of life. This“intelligent design”
isascientific expression of thefact that Allah created al living things.

We have examined the collapse of the theory of evolution and the proofs of creation in great scientific
detail in many of our works, and are still continuing to do so. Given the enormous importance of this subject, it
will be of great benefit to summarizeit here.

THE SCIENTIFIC COLLAPSE OF DARWINISM

Although this doctrine goes back as far as ancient Greece, the theory of evolution was advanced
extensively in the nineteenth century. The most important devel opment that made it the top topic of the world of
science was Charles Darwin’s The Origin of Species, published in 1859. In this book, he denied that Allah
created different living species on Earth separately, for he claimed that all living beings had a common ancestor
and had diversified over time through small changes. Darwin’ s theory was not based on any concrete scientific
finding; ashe aso accepted, it wasjust an“assumption.” Moreover, as Darwin confessed in the long chapter of
hisbook titled “ Difficultiesof the Theory,” thetheory failed intheface of many critical questions.

Darwininvested all of hishopesin new scientific discoveries, which he expected to solve these difficulties.
However, contrary to his expectations, scientific findings expanded the dimensions of these difficulties. The
defeat of Darwinism in the face of science can be reviewed under three basic topics:

1) Thetheory cannot explain how life originated on Earth.

2) No scientific finding shows that the “evolutionary mechanisms’ proposed by the theory have any
evolutionary power at al.

3) Thefossil record proves the exact opposite of what the theory suggests.

In this section, we will examine these three basic pointsin general outlines:

THE FIRST INSURMOUNTABLE STEP: THE ORIGIN OF LIFE

The theory of evolution positsthat all living species evolved from asingleliving cell that emerged on the
primitive Earth 3.8 billion years ago. How asingle cell could generate millionsof complex living speciesand, if
such an evolution really occurred, why traces of it cannot be observed in the fossil record are some of the
guestions that the theory cannot answer. However, first and foremost, we need to ask: How did this“first cell”
originate?

Sincethetheory of evolution deniescreation and any kind of supernatural intervention, it maintainsthat the
“first cell” originated coincidentally within the laws of nature, without any design, plan or arrangement.
According to the theory, inanimate matter must have produced aliving cell as aresult of coincidences. Such a
claim, however, isinconsi stent with the most unassail ablerulesof biology.

“LIFE COMESFROM LIFE”
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In hisbook, Darwin never referred to the origin of life. The primitive understanding of sciencein histime
rested on the assumption that living beings had a very simple structure. Since medieval times, spontaneous
generation, which asserts that non-living materials came together to form living organisms, had been widely
accepted. It was commonly believed that insects came into being from food leftovers, and mice from wheat.
I nteresting experiments were conducted to prove this theory. Some wheat was placed on a dirty piece of cloth,
and it was believed that micewould originate from it after awhile.

Similarly, maggots developing in rotting meat was assumed to be evidence of spontaneous generation.
However, it was later understood that worms did not appear on meat spontaneously, but were carried there by
fliesintheform of larvae, invisibleto the naked eye.

Even when Darwin wrote The Origin of Species, the belief that bacteria could come into existence from
non-living matter waswidely accepted in theworld of science.

However, five years after the publication of Darwin’s book, Louis Pasteur announced his results after
long studies and experiments, that disproved spontaneous generation, a cornerstone of Darwin’s theory. In his
triumphal lecture at the Sorbonne in 1864, Pasteur said: “ Never will the doctrine of spontaneous generation
recover fromthemortal blow struck by thissimpleexperiment.” 1

For along time, advocates of the theory of evolution resisted these findings. However, asthe devel opment
of science unraveled the complex structure of the cell of aliving being, theideathat life could comeinto being
coincidentally faced an even greater impasse.

INCONCLUSIVE EFFORTSIN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

The first evolutionist who took up the subject of the origin of life in the twentieth century wasthe
renowned Russian biologist Alexander Oparin. With various theses he advanced in the 1930s, hetried to prove
that aliving cell could originate by coincidence. These studies, however, were doomed to failure, and Oparin had
to make the following confession:

Unfortunately, however, the problem of the origin of the cell is perhaps the most obscure point in the
whole study of the evolution of organisms.2

Evolutionist followers of Oparin tried to carry out experiments to solve this problem. The best known
experiment was carried out by the American chemist Stanley Miller in 1953. Combining the gases he alleged to
have existed in the primordial Earth’s atmosphere in an experiment set-up, and adding energy to the mixture,
Miller synthesized several organic molecules (amino acids) present in the structure of proteins.

Barely afew years had passed before it was revealed that this experiment, which was then presented as
an important step in the name of evolution, was invalid, for the atmosphere used in the experiment was very
different from thereal Earth conditions.3

After along silence, Miller confessed that the atmosphere medium he used wasunrealistic.4

All theevolutionists' effortsthroughout the twentieth century to explainthe origin of lifeended in failure.
The geochemist Jeffrey Bada, from the San Diego Scripps I nstitute accepts this fact in an article published in
Earth magazinein 1998:

Today aswe leave the twentieth century, we still face the biggest unsolved problem that we had when we
entered the twentieth century: How did life originate on Earth?®

THE COMPLEX STRUCTURE OF LIFE
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The primary reason why the theory of evolution ended up in such agreat impasse regarding the origin of
lifeisthat even thoseliving organismsdeemed to bethesimplest have incredibly complex structures. The cell of
aliving thing is more complex than all of our man-made technological products. Today, even in the most
devel oped|aboratoriesof theworld, aliving cell cannot be produced by bringing organic chemical stogether.

The conditions required for the formation of a cell are too great in quantity to be explained away by
coincidences. The probability of proteins, the building blocks of acell, being synthesized coincidentally, is1in
10950 for an average protein made up of 500 amino acids. |n mathematics, aprobability smaller than 1 over 1090
isconsidered to beimpossiblein practical terms.

The DNA molecule, which islocated in the nucleus of a cell and which stores genetic information, is an
incredibledatabank. If the information coded in DNA were written down, it would make a giant library
consisting of an estimated 900 volumes of encyclopedias consisting of 500 pageseach.

A very interesting dilemma emerges at this point: DNA can replicate itself only with the help of some
speciaized proteins (enzymes). However, the synthesi s of these enzymes can berealized only by theinformation
coded in DNA. As they both depend on each other, they have to exist at the same time for replication. This
bringsthe scenario that life originated by itself to a deadlock. Prof. Leslie Orgel, an evolutionist of repute from
the University of San Diego, California, confesses this fact in the September 1994 issue of the Scientific
American magazine:

Itisextremely improbable that proteins and nucleic acids, both of which are structurally complex, arose
spontaneously in the same place at the same time. Yet it also seems impossible to have one without the other.
And so, at first glance, one might have to conclude that life could never, in fact, have originated by chemical
means.6

No doubt, if it isimpossiblefor life to have originated from natural causes, then it has to be accepted that
life was “created” in a supernatural way. This fact explicitly invalidates the theory of evolution, whose main
purpose isto deny creation.

IMAGINARY MECHANISM OF EVOLUTION

The second important point that negates Darwin’ s theory is that both concepts put forward by the theory
as"“evolutionary mechanisms’ wereunderstoodto have, inreality, noevolutionary power.

Darwin based hisevol ution allegation entirely onthe mechanism of “natural selection.” Theimportance he
placed on this mechanism was evident in the name of hisbook: The Origin of Species, By Means of Natural
Selection...

Natural selection holdsthat those living thingsthat are stronger and more suited to the natural conditions of
their habitats will survive in the struggle for life. For example, in adeer herd under the threat of attack by wild
animals, thosethat can run faster will survive. Therefore, the deer herd will be comprised of faster and stronger
individuals. However, unquestionably, this mechanism will not cause deer to evolve and transform themselves
into another living species, for instance, horses.

Therefore, the mechanism of natural selection has no evolutionary power. Darwin was also aware of this
fact and had to state thisin hisbook The Origin of Species

Natural selectioncando nothinguntil favorableindividual differencesor variationsoccur.

LAMARCK’'S IMPACT
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So, how could these “favorable variations’ occur? Darwin tried to answer this question from the
standpoint of the primitive understanding of science at that time. According to the French biologist Chevalier de
Lamarck (1744-1829), who lived before Darwin, living creatures passed on the traits they acquired during their
lifetime to the next generation. He asserted that these traits, which accumul ated from one generation to another,
caused new species to be formed. For instance, he claimed that giraffes evolved from antelopes; as they
struggled to eat the leaves of high trees, their necks were extended from generation to generation.

Darwin also gave similar examples. In hisbook The Origin of Species, for instance, he said that some
bears going into water to find food transformed themselvesinto whalesover time.8

However, the laws of inheritance discovered by Gregor Mendel (1822-84) and verified by the science of
genetics, which flourishedinthetwentieth century, utterly demolished thelegend that acquired traitswere passed
on to subsequent generations. Thus, natural selectionfell out of favor asan evol utionary mechanism.

NEO-DARWINISM AND MUTATIONS

In order to find a solution, Darwinists advanced the “Modern Synthetic Theory,” or as it is more
commonly known, Neo-Darwinism, at the end of the 1930's. Neo-Darwinism added mutations, which are
distortions formed in the genes of living beings due to such external factors asradiation or replication errors, as
the* causeof favorablevariations” in addition to natural mutation.

Today, the model that stands for evolution in the world is Neo-Darwinism. The theory maintains that
millions of living beings formed as aresult of a process whereby numerous complex organs of these organisms
(e.g., ears, eyes, lungs, and wings) underwent “mutations,” that is, genetic disorders. Y et, there is an outright
scientificfact that totally underminesthistheory: Mutationsdo not causeliving beingsto devel op; onthecontrary,
they are always harmful.

Thereason for thisisvery ssimple: DNA has avery complex structure, and random effects can only harm
it. The American geneticist B. G. Ranganathan explainsthisasfollows:

First, genuine mutations are very rare in nature. Secondly, most mutations are harmful since they are
random, rather than orderly changes in the structure of genes; any random change in a highly ordered system
will be for the worse, not for the better. For example, if an earthquake were to shake a highly ordered structure
such as a building, there would be a random change in the framework of the building which, in al probability,
would not be animprovement.9

Not surprisingly, no mutation example, which isuseful, that is, which is observed to develop the genetic
code, has been observed so far. All mutations have proved to be harmful. It was understood that mutation, which
is presented as an “evolutionary mechanism,” is actually a genetic occurrence that harms living things, and
leaves them disabled. (The most common effect of mutation on human beings is cancer.) Of course, a
destructive mechanism cannot be an “evolutionary mechanism.” Natural selection, on the other hand, “can do
nothing by itself,” as Darwin also accepted. This fact shows us that there is no “evolutionary mechanism” in
nature. Since no evolutionary mechanism exists, no such any imaginary process called “evolution” could have
taken place.

THE FOSSIL RECORD: NO SIGN OF INTERMEDIATE FORMS
The clearest evidence that the scenario suggested by the theory of evolution did not take placeisthefossil
record.
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According to this theory, every living species has sprung from a predecessor. A previously existing
species turned into something else over time and all species have come into being in thisway. In other words,
thistransformation proceeds gradually over millions of years.

Had this been the case, numerous intermediary species should have existed and lived within this long
transformation period.

For instance, some half-fish/half-reptiles should have lived in the past which had acquired some reptilian
traits in addition to the fish traits they already had. Or there should have existed some reptile-birds, which
acquired some bird traitsin addition to the reptilian traits they already had. Since these would bein atransitional
phase, they should be disabled, defective, crippled living beings. Evol utionistsrefer to theseimaginary creatures,
whichthey believeto havelivedinthe past, as*“transitional forms.”

If suchanimalsever really existed, there should be millionsand even billionsof theminnumber and variety.
Moreimportantly, the remains of these strange creatures should be present in thefossil record. In The Origin of
Species, Darwin explained:

If my theory betrue, numberlessintermediate varieties, linking most closely all of the species of the same
group together must assuredly have existed... Consequently, evidence of their former existence could be found
only amongst fossil remains.10

DARWIN'SHOPES SHATTERED

However, although evolutionists have been making strenuouseffortsto find fossils since the middle of the
nineteenth century all over the world, no transitional forms have yet been uncovered. All of thefossils, contrary
totheevolutionists expectations, show that life appeared on Earth al of asudden and fully-formed.

One famousBritish paleontol ogist, Derek V. Ager, admitsthisfact, even though heisan evolutionist:

The point emerges that if we examine the fossil record in detail, whether at the level of orders or of
species, we find—over and over again—not gradual evolution, but the sudden explosion of one group at the
expense of another.11

This means that in the fossil record, al living species suddenly emerge as fully formed, without any
intermediate forms in between. Thisisjust the opposite of Darwin’s assumptions. Also, thisis very strong
evidence that al living things are created. The only explanation of a living species emerging suddenly and
completein every detail without any evolutionary ancestor isthat it was created. Thisfact isadmitted also by the
widely known evol utionist biologist Douglas Futuyma:

Creation and evolution, between them, exhaust the possible explanations for the origin of living things.
Organismseither appeared on the earth fully developed or they did not. If they did not, they must have devel oped
from pre-existing species by some process of modification. If they did appear in afully developed state, they
must indeed have been created by some omnipotentintelligence. 12

Fossils show that living beings emerged fully devel oped and in a perfect state on the Earth. That means
that “theoriginof species,” contrary to Darwin’ ssupposition, isnot evolution, but creation.

THE TALE OF HUMAN EVOLUTION

The subject most often brought up by advocates of the theory of evolution is the subject of the origin of
man. The Darwinist claim holds that modern man evolved from ape-like creatures. During this alleged
evolutionary process, which issupposed to have started 4-5 million yearsago, some*“transitional forms” between
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modern man and his ancestors are supposed to have existed. According to this completely imaginary scenario,
four basic “ categories’ arelisted:

1. Australopithecus

2. Homo habilis

3. Homo erectus

4. Homo sapiens

Evolutionists call man’s so-called first ape-like ancestors Austral opithecus, which means “ South African
ape.” Theseliving beings are actually nothing but an old ape speciesthat has become extinct. Extensive research
done on various Austral opithecus specimens by two world famous anatomists from England and the USA,
namely, Lord Solly Zuckerman and Prof. Charles Oxnard, shows that these apes belonged to an ordinary ape
speciesthat became extinct and bore no resemblance to humans.13

Evolutionistsclassify the next stage of human evolution as“homo,” that is*man.” Accordingtotheir claim,
the living beingsin the Homo series are more developed than Austral opithecus. Evolutionists devise afanciful
evolution scheme by arranging different fossils of these creaturesin aparticular order. Thisschemeisimaginary
because it has never been proved that there is an evolutionary relation between these different classes. Ernst
Mayr, one of the twentieth century’s most important evolutionists, contends in his book One Long Argument
that “ particularly historical [puzzles] such astheorigin of life or of Homo sapiens, are extremely difficult and
may evenresist afinal, satisfying explanation.” 14

By outlining the link chain as Australopithecus > Homo habilis> Homo erectus > Homo sapiens,
evolutionists imply that each of these species is oneanother’s ancestor. However, recent findings of
pal eoanthropol ogists haverevea ed that Austral opithecus, Homo habilis, and Homo erectus lived at different
parts of theworld at the same time.15

Moreover, acertain segment of humans classified as Homo erectus havelived up until very modern times.
Homo sapiens neandarthalensisand Homo sapiens sapiens (modern man) co-existed in the sameregion.16

This situation apparently indicates the invalidity of the claim that they are ancestors of one another. A
paleontologist from Harvard University, Stephen Jay Gould, explains this deadlock of the theory of evolution,
athough heisan evolutionist himself:

What has become of our ladder if there are three coexisting lineages of hominids (A. africanus, the robust
austral opithecines, and H. habilis), none clearly derived from another? Moreover, none of the three display any
evolutionary trends during their tenure on earth.17

Put briefly, the scenario of human evolution, whichis*upheld” with the help of variousdrawings of some
“half ape, half human” creatures appearing in the media and course books, that is, frankly, by means of
propaganda, isnothing but atalewith no scientific foundation.

Lord Solly Zuckerman, one of the most famous and respected scientists in the U.K., who carried out
research on this subject for years and studied Austral opithecus fossils for 15 years, finally concluded, despite
being an evolutionist himself, that thereis, in fact, no such family tree branching out from ape-like creatures to
man.

Zuckerman a so made an interesting “ spectrum of science” ranging from those he considered scientific to
those he considered unscientific. According to Zuckerman’ s spectrum, the most “ scientific’—that is, depending
on concrete data—fields of science are chemistry and physics. After them comethe biological sciencesand then
the social sciences. At the far end of the spectrum, which is the part considered to be most “unscientific,” are
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“extra-sensory perception”—concepts such as telepathy and sixth sense—and finaly “human evolution.”
Zuckerman explainshisreasoning:

Wethen moveright off theregister of objectivetruthinto thosefields of presumed biological science, like
extrasensory perception or the interpretation of man’sfossil history, where to the faithful [evolutionist] anything
is possible—and wheretheardent believer [in evolution] issometimesableto believe several contradictory things
at the sametime.18

The tale of human evolution boils down to nothing but the prejudiced interpretations of some fossils
unearthed by certain people, who blindly adheretotheir theory.

DARWINIAN FORMULA!

Besides all the technical evidence we have dealt with so far, let us now for once, examine what kind of a
superstition the evol utionistshavewith an exampl e so simple asto be understood even by children:

The theory of evolution asserts that life is formed by chance. According to this claim, lifeless and
unconscious atoms came together to form the cell and then they somehow formed other living things, including
man. Let us think about that. When we bring together the elements that are the building-blocks of life such as
carbon, phosphorus, nitrogen and potassium, only aheap isformed. No matter what treatmentsit undergoes, this
atomic heap cannot form even asingleliving being. If you like, let usformulate an “ experiment” on this subject
and let us examine on the behalf of evolutionists what they really claim without pronouncing loudly under the
name “ Darwinian formula”:

Let evolutionists put plenty of materials present in the composition of living things such as phosphorus,
nitrogen, carbon, oxygen, iron, and magnesium into big barrels. Moreover, let them add in these barrels any
material that does not exist under normal conditions, but they think asnecessary. Let them add in this mixture as
many amino acids—which have no possibility of forming under natural conditions—and as many proteins—a
single one of which has aformation probability of 10-990—as they like. Let them expose these mixtures to as
much heat and moisture as they like. Let them stir these with whatever technologically developed device they
like. Let them put the foremost scientists beside these barrels. L et these experts wait in turn beside these barrels
for billions, and even trillions of years. Let them be free to use al kinds of conditions they believe to be
necessary for a human’'s formation. No matter what they do, they cannot produce from these barrels a human,
say a professor that examines his cell structure under the electron microscope. They cannot produce giraffes,
lions, bees, canaries, horses, dol phins, roses, orchids, lilies, carnations, bananas, oranges, apples, dates, tomatoes,
melons, watermelons, figs, olives, grapes, peaches, peafowls, pheasants, multicol oured butterflies, or millions of
other living beings such asthese. Indeed, they could not obtain even asingle cell of any one of them.

Briefly, unconscious atoms cannot form the cell by coming together. They cannot take anew decision and
divide this cell into two, then take other decisions and create the professors who first invent the electron
microscope and then examine their own cell structure under that microscope. Matter is an unconscious, lifeless
heap, and it comesto lifewith Allah’ ssuperior creation.

The theory of evolution, which claims the opposite, is a total fallacy completely contrary to reason.
Thinking evenalittlebit ontheclaimsof evolutionistsdisclosesthisreality, just asintheabove example.

TECHNOLOGY IN THE EYE AND THE EAR
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Another subject that remains unanswered by evolutionary theory isthe excellent quality of perception in
the eye and the ear.

Before passing on to the subject of the eye, let us briefly answer the question of how we see. Light rays
coming from an object fall oppositely on the eye's retina. Here, these light rays are transmitted into electric
signals by cells and reach atiny spot at the back of the brain, the “center of vision.” These electric signals are
perceived in this center as an image after a series of processes. With this technical background, et us do some
thinking.

Thebrainisinsulated fromlight. That meansthat itsinsideiscompletely dark, and that no light reachesthe
place where it is located. Thus, the “center of vision” is never touched by light and may even be the darkest
placeyou have ever known. However, you observealuminous, bright world inthispitch darkness.

Theimageformed in the eyeis so sharp and distinct that even the technology of the twentieth century has
not been ableto attain it. For instance, look at the book you are reading, your handswithwhichyou areholdingit,
and then lift your head and look around you. Have you ever seen such a sharp and distinct image as this one at
any other place? Even the most devel oped television screen produced by the greatest television producer in the
world cannot provide such a sharp image for you. This is a three-dimensional, colored, and extremely sharp
image. For more than 100 years, thousands of engineers have been trying to achieve this sharpness. Factories,
huge premises were established, much research has been done, plans and designs have been made for this
purpose. Again, look at a TV screen and the book you hold in your hands. You will see that there is a big
differencein sharpnessand distinction. Moreover, the TV screen shows you a two-dimensional image, whereas
with your eyes, you watch athree-dimensional perspectivewith depth.

For many years, tens of thousands of engineers have tried to make a three-dimensional TV and achieve
the vision quality of the eye. Y es, they have made a three-dimensional television system, but itisnot possibleto
watch it without putting on special 3-D glasses; moreover, itisonly an artificial three-dimension. The background
ismoreblurred, the foreground appears like a paper setting. Never has it been possible to produce a sharp and
distinct vision likethat of the eye. In both the cameraand thetelevision, thereisaloss of image quality.

Evolutionistsclaim that the mechanism producing thissharp and distinct image has been formed by chance.
Now, if somebody told you that thetelevision in your room wasformed asaresult of chance, that all of itsatoms
just happened to come together and make up this device that produces an image, what would you think? How
can atoms do what thousands of people cannot?

If adevice producing amore primitive image than the eye could not have been formed by chance, then it
is very evident that the eye and the image seen by the eye could not have been formed by chance. The same
situation applies to the ear. The outer ear picks up the available sounds by the auricle and directs them to the
middle ear, the middle ear transmits the sound vibrations by intensifying them, and the inner ear sends these
vibrationsto the brain by trand ating them into electric signals. Just aswith the eye, the act of hearing finalizesin
the center of hearing in the brain.

The situation in the eyeisalso true for the ear. That is, the brain isinsulated from sound just asit isfrom
light. It does not let any sound in. Therefore, no matter how noisy isthe outside, the inside of the brain is
completely silent. Nevertheless, the sharpest sounds are perceived in the brain. In your completely silent brain,
you listen to symphonies, and hear all of the noises in a crowded place. However, were the sound level in your
brain was measured by a precise device at that moment, compl ete silence would be found to be prevailing there.
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Asisthe case with imagery, decades of effort have been spent in trying to generate and reproduce sound
that isfaithful to the original. Theresults of these efforts are sound recorders, high-fidelity systems, and systems
for sensing sound. Despite all of this technology and the thousands of engineers and experts who have been
working on this endeavor, no sound has yet been obtained that has the same sharpness and clarity as the sound
perceived by the ear. Think of the highest-quality hi-fi systems produced by the largest company in the music
industry. Even in these devices, when sound isrecorded some of it islost; or when you turn on ahi-fi you always
hear a hissing sound before the music starts. However, the sounds that are the products of the human body’s
technology are extremely sharp and clear. A human ear never perceives a sound accompanied by a hissing
sound or with atmospherics as does a hi-fi; rather, it perceives sound exactly asit is, sharp and clear. Thisisthe
way it has been since the creation of man.

So far, no man-made visual or recording apparatus has been as sensitive and successful in perceiving
sensory data as are the eye and the ear. However, as far as seeing and hearing are concerned, a far greater
truth lies beyond al this.

TO WHOM DOES THE CONSCIOUSNESS THAT SEES AND HEARS

WITHIN THE BRAIN BELONG?

Who watches an alluring world in the brain, listens to symphonies and the twittering of birds, and smells
the rose?

The stimulations coming from aperson’ seyes, ears, and nose travel to the brain as el ectro-chemical nerve
impulses. In biology, physiology, and biochemistry books, you can find many details about how thisimage forms
in the brain. However, you will never come across the most important fact: Who perceives these electro-
chemical nerveimpulses asimages, sounds, odors, and sensory eventsin the brain? There is a consciousness in
the brain that perceives al this without feeling any need for an eye, an ear, and a nose. To whom does this
consciousness belong? Of courseit does not belong to the nerves, the fat layer, and neurons comprising the brain.
This is why Darwinist-materialists, who believe that everything is comprised of matter, cannot answer these
questions.

For this consciousness is the spirit created by Allah, which needs neither the eye to watch the images nor
the ear to hear the sounds. Furthermore, it does not need the brain to think.

Everyone who reads this explicit and scientific fact should ponder on Almighty Allah, and fear and seek
refuge in Him, for He squeezes the entire universe in a pitch-dark place of a few cubic centimeters in a three-
dimensional, colored, shadowy, and luminousform.

A MATERIALIST FAITH

The information we have presented so far shows us that the theory of evolution is incompatible with
scientific findings. Thetheory’s claim regarding the origin of life isinconsistent with science, the evolutionary
mechanisms it proposes have no evolutionary power, and fossils demonstrate that the required intermediate
forms have never existed. So, it certainly follows that the theory of evolution should be pushed aside as an
unscientificidea. Thisishow many ideas, such asthe Earth-centered universe model, have been taken out of the
agendaof sciencethroughout history.

However, the theory of evolution is kept on the agenda of science. Some people even try to represent
criticismsdirected against it asan “ attack on science.” Why?
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Thereasonisthat thistheory isanindispensable dogmatic belief for somecircles. Thesecirclesareblindly
devoted to materialist philosophy and adopt Darwinism because it is the only materialist explanation that can be
put forward to explain the workings of nature.

Interestingly enough, they also confess this fact from time to time. A well-known geneticist and an
outspoken evolutionist, Richard C. Lewontin from Harvard University, confesses that heis “first and foremost a
materialist and then ascientist”:

It isnot that the methods and institutions of science somehow compel us accept a material explanation of
the phenomenal world, but, on the contrary, that we are forced by our a priori adherence to material causes to
create an apparatus of investigation and a set of concepts that produce material explanations, no matter how
counter-intuitive, no matter how mystifying to the uninitiated. Moreover, that materialism is absolute, so we
cannot allow a Divine Foot in the door.19

These are explicit statements that Darwinism is a dogma kept alive just for the sake of adherence to
materialism. This dogma maintains that there is no being save matter. Therefore, it argues that inanimate,
unconscious matter created life. It insiststhat millionsof different living species(e.g., birds, fish, giraffes, tigers,
insects, trees, flowers, whales, and human beings) originated as aresult of the interactions between matter such
as pouring rain, lightning flashes, and so on, out of inanimate matter. Thisis a precept contrary both to reason
and science. Y et Darwinists continueto defend it just so as*“not to allow aDivine Foot in the door.”

Anyone who does not look at the origin of living beings with a materialist prejudice will see this evident
truth: All living beings areworks of a Creator, Who isAll-Powerful, All-Wise, and All-Knowing. This Creator is
Allah, Who created the whol e universe from non-existence, designed it in the most perfect form, and fashioned
al living beings.

THE THEORY OF EVOLUTION ISTHE MOST POTENT SPELL IN THE WORLD

Anyonefree of prejudice and theinfluence of any particular ideology, who usesonly hisor her reason and
logic, will clearly understand that belief in the theory of evolution, which brings to mind the superstitions of
soci etieswith no knowledgeof scienceor civilization, isquiteimpossible.

As explained above, those who believe in the theory of evolution think that a few atoms and molecules
thrown into a huge vat could produce thinking, reasoning professors and university students; such scientists as
Einstein and Galileo; such artistsas Humphrey Bogart, Frank Sinatraand L uciano Pavarotti; aswell asantel opes,
lemon trees, and carnations. Moreover, as the scientists and professors who believe in this nonsense are
educated people, it isquite justifiable to speak of thistheory as*the most potent spell in history.” Never before
has any other belief or ideaso taken away peoples’ powersof reason, refused to allow them to think intelligently
and logically and hidden the truth from them as if they had been blindfolded. Thisis an even worse and
unbelievabl e blindness than the Egyptians worshipping the Sun God Ra, totem worship in some parts of Africa,
the people of Saba worshipping the Sun, the tribe of Prophet | brahim (as) worshipping idols they had made with
their own hands, or the peopl e of the Prophet M usa (as) worshipping the Golden Calf.

In fact, Allah has pointed to this lack of reason in the Qur’an. He reveals in many verses that some
peoples’ minds will be closed and that they will be powerless to see the truth. Some of these verses are as
follows:
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Asfor those who do not believe, it makes no difference to them whether you warn them or do
not warn them, they will not believe. Allah has sealed up their hearts and hearing and over their eyes
isablindfold. They will have a terrible punishment. (Surat al-Baqgara, 2: 6-7)

... They have hearts with which they do not understand. They have eyes with which they do not
see. They have ears with which they do not hear. Such people are like cattle. No, they are even
further astray! They aretheunaware. (Surat al-A’raf, 7: 179)

Even if We opened up to them a door into heaven, and they spent the day ascending through it,
they would only say: “Our eyesight is befuddled! Or rather we have been put under a spell!” (Surat
al-Hijr, 15: 14-15)

Words cannot expressjust how astonishing it isthat this spell should hold such awide community in thrall,
keep people from the truth, and not be broken for 150 years. It is understandable that one or afew people might
believeinimpossible scenariosand claimsfull of stupidity andillogicality. However, “magic” istheonly possible
explanation for peoplefrom all over the world believing that unconscious and lifel ess atoms suddenly decided to
come together and form auniverse that functions with aflawless system of organization, discipline, reason, and
consciousness; a planet named Earth with all of its features so perfectly suited to life; and living things full of
countlesscomplex systems.

In fact, the Qur’ an relates the incident of Prophet Musa (as) and Pharaoh to show that some people who
support atheistic philosophiesactually influence othersby magic. When Pharaoh wastold about thetruereligion,
he told Prophet Musa (as)to meet with his own magicians. When Musa (as)did so, he told them to demonstrate
their abilitiesfirst. The verses continue:

He said: “You throw.” And when they threw, they cast a spell on the people's eyes and caused
them to feel great fear of them. They produced an extremely power ful magic. (Surat al-Araf, 7: 116)

As we have seen, Pharaoh’s magicians were able to deceive everyone, apart from Musa (as)and those
who believed in him. However, his evidence broke the spell, or “swallowed up what they had forged,” as the
verse putsit.

Werevealed to Musa, “ Throw down your staff.” And it immediately swallowed up what they had
forged. So the Truth took place and what they did was shown to be false. (Surat al-A'raf, 7: 117-118)

As we can see, when people realized that a spell had been cast upon them and that what they saw was
just an illusion, Pharaoh’s magicians lost all credibility. In the present day too, unless those who, under the
influence of asimilar spell, believein these ridiculous claims under their scientific disguise and spend their lives
defending them, abandon their superstitious beliefs, they also will be humiliated when thefull truth emerges and
the spell isbroken. In fact, worl d-renowned Britishwriter and phil osopher Mal colmMuggeridgeal sostatedthis:
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I myself am convinced that the theory of evolution, especially the extent to which it’ sbeen applied, will be
one of the great jokesin the history booksin the future. Posterity will marvel that so very flimsy and dubious an
hypothesis could be accepted with theincredible credulity that it has.20

That future is not far off: On the contrary, people will soon see that “chance” isnot adeity, and will look
back on the theory of evolution asthe worst deceit and the most terrible spell in the world. That spell is aready
rapidly beginning to belifted from the shoulders of peopleall over theworld. Many people who seeitstrue face
arewondering with amazement how they could ever have beentakenin by it.

They said, “Glory beto You!
We have no knowledge except
what You have taught us. You are
the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.”
(Surat al-Bagara: 32)
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So, how well do you know our Creator, Who planned you and the entire universe with a delicate
equilibrium?

Many people have mistaken ideas concerning Allah dueto the effects of different culturesand information
of dubious origins. However, Allah introduces Himself to humanity through the Qur’an He sent down 1,400
years ago and informs us of His beautiful names.

Thisbook, writtentointroduceyou Allah, seeksto replacethevague, flawed, andinsignificant information
that you may have acquired over the years with the genuine faith described in the Qur’ an so that you may come
to know Allah, the All-Mighty, better and draw nearer to Him.
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