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PREFACE.

In placing before his readers the following historical sketch, relative to

the fortunes and the vicissitudes of the Clan O'Toole and other Leinster

septs, the author would ask them to remember that he does not present it

to them to be considered in the light of a regularly arranged and methodi-

cally planned history, because at such he has not aimed. The original

intention was to give an authentic pedigree of the clan from the earliest

period to the present day, giving a slight sketch of the most prominent

figures in the genealogical table, but, as he went along in his researches,

the O'Tooles figured so largely in the records before him—ia patents,

fiants, inquisitions, outlawries, and executions—that the idea suggested

itself to him that" some attempt at arrangement would prove of interest,

and, working that idea out, the following pages are the result of his re-

search and labour, and, crude as they are, and many as are their imper-

fections, he trusts they may afford some solace in their perusal to those

of, and associated with, the name of O'Toole, who can view the present

fallen fortunes of their ancient and noble house by the reflection of the
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brilliant lustre of some of its former glories, or, as the immortal Moore hath

it—
" Thus shall memory oft, in dreams sublime,

Catch a glimpse of the days that are over

—

Thus, sighing, look through the waves of time.

For the long-faded glories they cover."

Should he succeed in this, and arousing an interest in the further

pursuance of Irish history, he will consider himself -well repaid.

He first treats of the earlier history of the O'Tooles, when, as kings

of Leinster, they stood the proudest and bravest in the land ; on through

the chivalrous and patriotic efforts of the great St. Lorcan 0' Toole to

stem the tide of the Iforman invasion ; down to the days when Turlough,

the brave old chief of the clan, strode proudly into the presence of Henry

VIII., in his royal palace, and there, in the midst of his gaping courtiers,

put forth, in no uncertain tones, his rights and title to his patrimony of

Powerscourt, Fertire, and Feracualan; then, further, down through the

days of decadence of the power of the clan—through the treacheries,

butcheries, frauds, and plottings of their enemies, when free fight and

open battle failed to subdue. Through all these phases the author en-

deavours to give some idea of the deportment of the Clan 0' Toole and

other cognate clans, and with what indomitable valour they struggled for

their lands and homes ; and, coming down through the religious persecu-

tions of Elizabeth and the Stuarts, the bloody massacres and confiscations

of Cromwell, the penal laws of "William, Anne, and the first Georges, we

always find the O'Tooles foremost in the van, fighting bravely while a

shred of their banner held together, or a man left to bear the tatters of

that dear old banner up.
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"Witli what result? The loss of all! Lands confiscated; sons ont-

la-wed and exiled; and the descendants o£ The O'Toole reduced to the

position of toileife on the broad freeholds of their forefathers.

All, did we say ? No, thank heaven ; not all ! For they to-day, in

their comparative obscurity, can point to a record that few Irish clans can

P^ claim : that proud one, that, though castellated tower and humble home-

stead were alike razed to the ground, none could be found among the sons

^j of those who gave a Saint Laurence (a canonized bishop) to their Church

^c; who would be base enough to preserve their properties by the barter of
'-' their glorious faith. And the same spirit that animated them through

'i^ the long centuries of persecution still bums as brightly in the hearts of

.r the scattered members of the clan that remain to-day ; now, as ever, they

•C are no laggards when the cause of faith or fatherland requires their

V. support.

Aftef the subjugation of Ireland in the reign of Henry YIIL, the

Clan O'Toole became divided into families, the principal of which were
' _ the Powerscourt, Castlekevin, and Imayle branches, which have been

r\^ treated separately.

^^ At the end is an Appendix giving an account of the Seventh Cen-

tenary of their glorious protector, Saint Laurence O'Toole.

There is also added a short history of the O'Byrnes, and a genealogi-

cal sketch of the O'Kavanaghs and O'Donohues.

The reader will also bear in mind that the author had to depend

almost solely on the records of the enemy for his data, as he had no

authentic records of the clan itself to refer to ; no doubt, such existed at

one time, but were, ages ago, either lost or destroyed, while tradition has

nearly died out. However, this in itself is a sort of negative advantage.

^
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for it has thrown him back on resources that cannot be charged with the

displaying of any extravagant amount of sympathy with Irish hopes or

aspirations. While writing in a purely and admittedly Catholic spirit, he

trusts to have kept aloof from any exaggerations ; although he has had

to battle strongly against the uncharitable spirit of retaliation that the

base lies, the insulting language, and opprobrious epithets, applied to the

O'Tooles, and other Irish septs, set in motion in his breast.

He has compiled chiefly from the following sources :—(1) The Annals

of Ulster
; (2) the Books of Leinster, Ballymote, and Lecan

; (3) the

Four Masters
; (4) Keating's and other ancient Irish histories

; (5) the

State Papers, which are to be found in the Eoyal Irish Academy, the

Public Eecord Office, and Dublin Castle. He has also derived much in-

formation, and taken extracts, from more recent historical works, viz. :

—

Father Shearman's "Loca Patriciana," O'Hart's "Pedigrees," A. M.

Sullivan's "Story of Ireland," the Poems of T. D. Sullivan, "The

O'Tooles of Imayle," by the late learned Father Meehan.

Such, then, as it is, and trusting it may be read in the same spirit in

which it has been written, and that it may prove acceptable, and afford

some pleasure to the reader, it is submitted by

THE AUTHOK.

Dublin, July, 1890.
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51. Bresal Belach.

Sedna Crora Da:
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, ofTuirreff. N.B.
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I

Bruighde=

! mother of
: Strathfil-

died Jao.
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son of Cooaioff; h
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IOC), Culochar, ob
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MaeUoga

• Three

{"0T:I1

Duncadh, 17th K.L..
Ui Dunchada (O'C
and O'Keily); si. 7

'haorraill

ri.i
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. orFonh, byfediimidhRci
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I,
I

Hnj.ghean da Dorgha, a.m. 5001. Eitbnt eloped .uh Liidir Ara, the
chanoleer of Cucorb. and settled in Cliu Mail io Munster.

s Galgacm of Tacitus. Ho

AetKOla a. the Grampian Hills. lO'Halloran's •• Hi.u 01 I

'

Ul 'm*11, o( Ihu Gl'en 01 li

He slew the royal maidens at tbe Claenfert of Taia ; in renenge of wbich ti.elv<

inster princes were slam, and tbe Boromha eucted. Donlang hui eigbt son.

:

cbaid, Fergus, Dubbtacb, Letbderg, Angus, Delmcnd, Muioech, Uc.

I Briuin Cualann, in tbe
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°" " °
'"
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es. Fasiaa- 9j. Cairpre. lowl; ber son was Cairpre Liffecar,

96. Eocbiidh, sL i.D. ,176. ^•^'y-
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Oaned at Mjitren 1 Shilejaigb, la Hy Baircbe. of Magb Ailbe.

«. Fennis. a ,M Sil Fi

VE^~
hCualann. K:L: =
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CT- lollaic. King of Le
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j
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Killinane, and Tubberogan, near

icraC'M.F.-Tl.p.i

3 Forth uatha Laigbt
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'.os'. Dnibd^jyicb.
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:=.e^
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Branches of the Clan O'Toole.
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12V Theobald Ua Tuathail, Fcrtyre.
1215. Edroond, si. 148S by the sons oflady

Felimidb, Ae-

rlogh O'Toole, of Powerscourt,

z9;.Fclim O'Toole, si. 1599. Turlough, si. 1542

: Dublin Castle. 1582.

muUen Castle.

, Xijnouifh 0*T«ole, d. 1650, at Castlatoolc

J13. Dunlang.
113. Kachdonn, T.L..

!

1042 at Mag Mu
reith in Leix.

Xij. Gillacamghin, sl.=

of'LiL'
'""^''

13. P'rirtan, ^lain at
Clontarf. 1014.

13. Lungsercn, si. at
Clontarl, 1014.

13. Muiichcrtach, si.

by the Ossorians
in Ui Miiiredach

J of Ui = higkin Ni Brain of the Ui Faela

Ua Tuathal, St. Lai-
O'Toole, Abbot ofGlmda- f

127-IJ57; and. Archbishop ^

Kingof Ui Muiredagb. sl.=^
3 by the English at Wexford.

|

Iforcan (?), d.

^ jj.i :

Ew, O.C.C.

: O Toole, Mary = Farrclly

George O'T. J. Farrelly

1. Donoug-h O'Toole. si. 1^81. '
'

, Cahir O; loole. Ballyhubbock 1

Ti^ Patrick O'Toole = Mary Donohoe,
.

1520. :John 0'T"ol?; went to Fr incc in

^ched to the Cou -t *f Marie de L >rTaine, mother of
of Sco*.s ; his desc< ndants settled al

lame ; a gut Fran'iis O'Toole, Capt
73rd Grenadiers of Prance ; d. 385©.

X Dermot. d- 1626.

Cahir O'Toole, d. cir-,

i;oo.

The descendants ot this





r>5-o;in-tri MdlREDAIGH.
, SEQITEL TO THE UI DUNlAJs^G.

rJIuiredach. K..L.,d. 755. souof Mir.dilh »1 or d.=£iV*iW, d. otDomhnET^i Jblr-Ju; audherhusban
, KL., d. 689, a quo the Ui Muireiui,-a, wi 10 sjp- I slain A.D- 705. -May 4, b'- Fuuchta Catherdere, son c

c Ui Inechflais, the Laifrhis F and ! le For- lach. of Cill Cuiie duma, bd« Kilcoole. near Kewtnwi-

I

i jr,^i,i,„i, Mrs. biskop ; J»/<i>Io™'. Ike «ifo »' Col. Brran,





&QUEL TO THE UI DUNLANG.)

(TH
K.M. ; she was the widow of

f
received at the battle of Dun

raelan.

lAbhotofKUdare;

Huib, a Norseman

-Corm/laith, d. A.

Cearbhall Mo

;
dan. of Flann, K.I. ; widow

illinan ; after the death of
named Niall Glandubh, K.I.

Cellach.
Cearbhal

Felan

, Maelmordha. n^

ing from CI<

. Braen, blinded—

^™=5v "^ "In "*<: Faelan, made king of Ui FaelaGermany. ^^ ^^ Diarma.d mac Murrogh m 1.70,

Ik in the abbey ot Conal, 1203, found
„ I , ^ ller FitzHenry. After this period the

. Doncadh na Sa|„hscuri[v.

Cearbhall, si. at Kildare by the
Ui Failghe. A.D. - -defending
the Coarbsbip of St. Bridget."

Doncadh mac Faelan. eipelled from 1

Convention of Trachta m Meath,
Driven from Leioster H70, by Diarr ICX! 7"i2?2

iishop of Kil-

ns. Domhnall na S^

ri6. Doncadh Mor. 1

117. Dunlang of Dulelsechlii
i:3. OiUll aa Fiodao

Doncuan.
Lugaidh.
PhUlip.

Dailbacb, a quo GabaJ

Conchobar.
Murcacdh.
Thomas.

124. Murcadb, Lord of Criol

121. Ragnall, a quo Gabal Ragnall.
122. PhUlip.

124. Ragnall na Lamtuaighe.
125. Conchobar.
12O. Domhnall Glas.
127. Aedh, or Hugh.

129. Remuin =

Murcadb O'Brien,
surrendered A.u.

; Rathdmm, Nov. 131. Aedh, or Hugh, Lord of

Gerailt, of
i^: Kilti

p. 1702.
Taidg.

132. Fiacb mac Hugh, Lord of
Glenraalure, si. in Glen-
malure. May 8, 1597- I"

I ni Toole, second wife
s tirst wite the daughter
Cahir Byrne .')

132. Sean, or JTohn Sa-=
lach, slain by the

|

English, 1579-

133. Retimond mac Shane.
134; Edmood O'Bim, settled at =

Killaney, in Louth. t

Hugh,
outlaweti

1652.

Bnan CBitne, d. Nov. 10, 1°^ =

Gerald.

Thuriogh.
Luke.
Cahir.
Callogh.

Gerald O'Bim, died J6155.

Henry O'Bim, died 1761.

Henry Byrne ot Alardistown :

Elizabeth='io\i'a Byrne of Mullit

, Co. Wicklow.

Walter Rua<
Walter B

ngh.

Hugh O'Bira. John 1°

J'Byrae
:d Oct.

Edward O'Byme= Gertrude de St. Cery. Elizabeth M. Byrne, v. 1876.

133. Sir Gregory Byrne of T;

Daniel Byrne of Ty-
mogue, Bart., a quo
Lord de Tably.

his estate, but failed I

Z37. John, died id Germatiy.

Patrick, Six danghte

Dudley John.
Richard.

of Cabinteely.= Wlliam R. O'Byme ot

I

(_iibinteeiy,Co. Uub-
'

lin. -M.P. for Wick-

ighiers, deceased. ""'* ^'^'^"^ ^ 75-

3w/<? 1705, the wife of Jnhn Shearman,
f, who died in Rome, idib. son of John,
Granjjo, son of Robert of Grange, son
man oi Burnchurch, an Jingiish settler.

137. Anthony O'Bjrrne, died 1751

Thomas O'Byme. John. Edward. Four'daughi,

140. John. Hujjh- Edward. Anthony. A.

39. Anthony =J4M«*J/£'/ca/^ Donard.

Denis O'Toole, Donard.





j^Q lY—THE GEJ^ILAXOGY OF THE TJI FAELA^. (Sequel to the ui DimiANG.)

(THE CLAN O'BYRNE.)
105. Faelm, K.I. for ten •r^rt. son of Murcii ,

K-L.=7«aj!ixM, d. 470; dan. ofCathalmacFion^nioe. K.M. ; sben
. K.L.. "ho died *.D. 727 of won B battle ot Dun

Ruadraoh, K.L.. died A

DUrmaid. Lord of >
Draen, "Hero of I

108. Muiregaa, Lore
ned at Cillcorbon (Kill.

. Maelmordha, Lordc
Cearbhall Mor, K.L. for twenty.=Cormy7oiyA, d. A.D. 947 ; dan. of Flano, K.I. ; widow
four yeiirs; slain ».D. 000 by

|
of Cormac mac Cuillinan; alter tbo death of
Cearbball Mor. sbe married Niall Glasdubh, K.I.

, slain 940 " a praie" in Ossory.

1 ClocQ oi the Ui DcDcliada.

. Maelraordha. made K-L. a.d. iooo by Brian Born
. the- wife of Sithric, King

Gilla Baimne, at Drchid Dubhgal. "k.L.^ sl"i4.
mac Murrogh.

1052, a monk, at Co'u

Dunslicbhe, si. loi. Cearbhall. slain at Kildronal

Doncadh na Saga Dui
all. slain .030 jy I

ule, LordolFonhul

llutrogh in 1170, and died a

rFitiHenry. After t

. Domhn.ill na Scialh, v. 1

. Doncadh Mor.
. Dufilang of Dubh Cluain [Firbis." R.I.A.,

Edmond. d. 1466.

28. Braen, died I«36-

a* Taidg Mor, o7>Jei
^. ,488.

30. Gerald 1^

Murcadli.
Phillip.

Gilla Patraic:
Mclachlin.
Diarmaid.
Mclachlin Oge. a fm/
Melacblin Oge mac
Melachlin of Bally-
borech; hanged at

NewcasUe, County

II. Taidg Ore of Newragh,=
Lord olCriocb Bran,—''

Edmond.
Dunlang, T. 1578; died 1580; the

List linist of Crioch Branach.
Edmond mac Dunlang. a </m3 fhady

Jte^TouN B'yKN'E,°p'.P. of Castle-

Gerald, died 1490. L.)r

of Crioch Branach.
Caiir

atlhach..,.

;. Dr.lbach. A 1376 Doncuan.
^^^

lai. Ragtiall. a guo Gabal Ragnall.

124. Ragnall na Lamtuaigbe.
125. Conchobar.

127. Acdb, or Hugh.

130. Sean, or John ==

I«glun. the wife of Rory 132. Fiach mac Hugh,

O'Moore.LordofLeii,
'^' '— '

"An Loc. Ce."

•tom ni Toole, second wife Remum
Glenmalure. si. in Glen- I (histirstwifetbodaughter

of Cabir Byrne !)

: felim Buidh na Laura = IVinfred, d.

M.P. for Wicklow. I
O'Toole o Walter Reagb Fitigerald.

son of Gerald, son ofThomaa,
hanged in nublio a.d. 1595-

Murcadh. Edmond. Dunlang. Callogb.

Bnan O'Bime. d, Nov. 10, 1567. =

Brian Oge. Walter Ruadh.
CaUogb. Walter Buidh of Ne

Donough Cairecb.

Donough Oge=
133. Cabir Ogo, tie ancestor of Lord de Tably, the Bym» af=

Tymogle, of Byrne's Grove, and Kalmocar. Co. Kd-
|

tinnyT His wue was Grizle Bym

; Brian O'Bim of Ballina-^ Art. Hugh, Gc^i.^
cor. 00 a 5

•

j
^^^^ Thurlogh

135. Shane mac Brian O'Bim. a Colonel= glj^' ^.
in the Confederates, 1641.

--aiiogu.

of Killaveney, of Kiklogbn

Felim's daughter was marric<

^BsiSn





EALOGY.
G.

104. Alurcadh Mor,
. ^( ,|jg battle of Inisbreoghan.

Co.KiIdire|. fsoent life."

Congal, si. >

breogan.
Boirren

brother Faelan, and d

of his wounds, in 727;
Ui Donchada (O'Donohuo).

on, K.L.fort.i
un Aillinn arfy,

and died a w^;

n 727 ; a 7XO lu

105. Domhnal, living 752.

!

106. Thuathal, Lord ofAirthir
Uffe ; died A.D. 3l6.

Cellach, K.L., died July A.D. 771 ; was Hi i,5 abbot, July 7. A.D.
? descendants ott^ Church, and made offer

to St. Maelruan and to St. llichael, througHpd to the church of Fea
Cualan,

stipulated with Deiinot ilac Mucadh, Kin^'^y neither cow tributes, to be
bestowed upon foreigners or clergy, but in P;hadha, namely, an exemption
from furnishing either horse-boys, horse-pr<teede<i to the sovereignty of
Leinster, received from God two gifts, namn i^^ own line. It was Cellagh
who offered Tallaght to God and it. Micha^et„ee„ that and the sea, and
bestowed land on every church in Leinster. j^iy ,ti] .j, a„d „^ buried
at Tamlaght Maelruain. (See " Boot ot Le*

7. Z)ai/j/a<r<ra, =Ronan mac Ninnidh. of the

I

of Eoghan mac Niall.

Lassar, VvOf Acadh Beithe, No

LELAN, became Abbot of Kildare;= Etefsecol{?), Bp.
died May 8, or June 9, 799. I of Glendalach,

^1

d.8ia,«£-/e8o4.

Faelan : he drove the-
Ui Einecgiaish from
Inbher Deagha to

Doncuan, T.L.A. 027.

108. Bran, made K.L. by Niall CaiUe,=
K. I. A.D. 834; he died 839. I

he Ui Niall. 109. MnmsDACB, K.L., abdicated A.D. 872;=
died Abbot of Kildare, 882. I

no Faelan, K-L, in 924, a prisoner with bis son Lorcan with the Danes=
!

'

in Dublin. He died 940 by a fall from his horse at Aenech Col-
|

mainn. i.e. the Currach of Kildare.

> Mac GiUa Mochl^ng of Hy Kjjuelagh.

I
„«, „„ „„ns, Doncadh and

irchertach mac Gillacholmoc, K.L., si. aHjUa Caemghin, si. in 1075.

Cobha by the Ui Niall, Aug. 5, a.d. 1103^

113. Gilia Ceile, sL a.d. 993 by
Sitridt, son of Anileabh.

5. Cearbhall, Lord of the Don-

6. D( imhnall mac Gillamocholmoc, L. of Feara
Abbey, Dublin, and to the church at Clondl

From John FitzDermot are derived the FitzDerraonts

or FitiDermots of Fingal, who settled about Rush and
Luslc Of this race were probably Walter FitzDermont,

who died A.D. 1535. His tomb is now preserved in the

Catholic church at Lusk, Co. Dublin, and the Dermotti

ol Raheny, near Lusk.— J^. a.d. 1630, and of Baldoyle,

I
\

~, TTt „ .u4 Jblin, and the Exchequer lands in By^gotrath, were held by the Gillainocholmocs
;
the

3. John mac Gillamocholmoc, Lord of Rathdowrn ' mocholmoc Strete," near " GiUa Mocholmoc's Gate. In the htteenth century

He granted the salmon fishery ot the Liffeyf ,, ,
g^^ Michael's Lane. The territory of the Ui Dunchadha, or O'Dooohue, of

AU HaUows. the present diocese of Dublin and East Wicklow. Their castles were pnncipally three

istle Cellagh (Kelly), near Tallaght. and Rathdown Castle

I
City of Dublin and northern portion called Fingall. or the I

tl. JohnmacGill.-.mochoImoc.Ini302confirTned={;;5session of the southern portion alor - -
-

'^ •'•'-

his f.ither's grants ; witnessed a charter ot [^^ Carlow at the English invasion,

All Hallows monastery in 1298. rmers.

7. Diarmiad, gave Kjlrothery to Ri-^
chard Delafield. circa A D, 1207. I

[Kilrothery, i.e. Ecdesia Militis,

Lilruddery, near Bray.]

their descendants .

[ the Danes arrived, who
f the Whit

ch they wart





No. V.-TJI DONCHADA GENEALOGY.
SEQUEL TO THE UI DUNLANG.

. the silent, son of Conall, K.L.=

Mnrcadh Mor, K.L.;
fergal Mac Maeld-
Co.Tiildarel. He d

Faelan. K.I..; at the battle of Inii "^^

, r«aij/A, d. ofCathaln
Fioneuine, K.M. i

Faelan. and died A

Faelan. Atter the b

he* dfed "a. I

,
K.L. for 105- Domhna], living

100. Cellacb, K.L.. died July i8, a.d- 7 |jbo^^uIy7.AjD. 787- =

3 cbe lands act
foreieners o

HealsoobL

e desceadar
to St. Maelnian and to St. Michael, through whose intercession he became the father of an illustrious son, who was the source ot benefits to the pubi c and I

Cualan, who had been heavily oppressed up to the coming of Muircheartoch ; for, until his time the kings (Danish) who reie:ned in Ath-Cliath ( Dublin) used to
.leopleof Cualann, from whom they exacted the land, cows, boats, and stipends which were ot old paid to the chiefs and provincial Icinsrs of the

alated with Dennot Mac ilucadb. King ot the foreigners and Leinster. and with foreigners of Ath-Cliath, that the people of Feara Cualann should piiv n<
. " aid UiGabhla privileges similarly enjoyed bv the UiDunrhadha, namely, an exemption— - son. CeUagh (KeUy), who succeeded to the sovereignty of

— - ---. i as ruler of Leinster by tint,'S of his own line. ItwasCellagh
He gave 25 villages to St. Kevin of Glendalough, and 23 viUaj— ^" *u_. _-j .l .^j,

d was succeeded in the sovereignty by his son. Fin '

=Ronan mac Ninnidh, of the r

rents upon the people

bestowed upon foreigners or clergy, but in proportion to ttie lands actually occupietl
from furaisning either horse-boys, horse-provis ions, or soldiers, to the king of the fi „ .

Leinster, received from God two gifts, namely, the Kingdom of Heaven and the kingdom of this world, and hew
who offered Tallaght to God and St. Michael and Sl Maelruain in perpetual f

'

bestowed land on every church in Leinster. He then celebrated the fair of Caj
at Tamiaght Maelruain. (See " Book ot Leinster," fol. 245.

n— 107. MuiE . Abbot of Kil- . FiANACHTA, Catherderc, K.L.; became= Doocadh.
a monk at Kildare, 805 ; died 808. I

. Coiman, 3I. Coaal Gutbbine,

Riagban, d a.d. {

^^Half " K.L.

AELAN, became Abbot of Kildare ;=
died May 8, or Juno 9, 799. I of GlendaJac^',

. Flajjagan, Abbot ofKil-
. Ruarc, sl. 86d by the UI NiaU. , Mdirbdach, K.L.,

1 defeated the Danes
) Lorcao with the Duies=

t Fidh Cuillinn t . Cellach.TanistofLein-

Braio. K. of== 112. CeUach. Lord ofHy Don- =

I hj UaJarg,
Domhnall Qoen, E.L.,

I his uncle, the Abbot of Kildare.

Gilla CeHe fChrist). so ca)

I

of CiU Cede, Kilhei

Muirchertach mac Gillach
Cobha by the Ui NiaU

. Ceile Clirist,

„, sl. atMagh=

5. Cearbhall, LordoftheDon-t= 115. Doncadh, :

mac Gillamocholmoc, L. of Feara Cnalan,
,

MacMarrogb, KX.I]

to St. Mary's^ Dearforshiall, daughi
3.

I

MacMurcbard.

jr the Cinel Eogban.

Three sons, killed after plundering tl

- Diarmiad, gave Kilrothery to Ri
chard DelafieJd.«rcaA 0.1207.

[Kilrothery, i.e. Ecclesia MUitis,
ilniddery, near Bray.]

He granted the salmon fishery o
ifllS.

. of Gilbert Fitzgryffin, a q%to

Igryffih, m Fiugai.

lao. Rudolph.
121. John. Thomas's Abbey, 1

123.' John FitzDermot. Lord of
"

• M 1408.

e probably Walter F

In 1282 a hostelry in Dublin, and the Eichequi_ „=- -

hostelry was probably in " Gilla Mocbolmoc Strete," near " Gilla Mocholmoc's Gate."
the * Strete ''^began to be called St. Michael's Lane. The territory of the Ui \

Leinster. corresponded with the present diocese of Dublin and East Wicklow. Their castles were pnncipaJly t

castles near Bleasington. Cistle Cellagh (Kelly), near Tallaght. and Ratbdown Castle, till the Danes amved.
possessed themselves of the City of Dublin and northern portion called Fingail, or the Land ot the White Strang

leaving the O'Donolmes in possession of the southern portion along the Dodder, from which they were driven

tartbur back into Wi :klow and Carlow at the English invasion, where their descendants are still to be to

respected and respect





SrSELAGH.

Dea^b, et gun Ui Deag-ha

I

m Hy Cinsclach. "

05. AciKjns Brupach.

0^. Cairpre, slew Acngus
;i»d EithncatCcUos-
nad, A.u. 49S-

in at Graine

crtach mac
IS the victor.

Muiredach Mclbruffh. K
to St. Kinnian Achadh j

in HyCinselagh. *'A.:

raich. K.H.C. for o years, jlain at
the- second battle of Graine, or
Sratb Conalll, a.d- 492, by Eocbaid

OiliH. R.H.C- for 9 1

Aedb.

Dubdacro

103. Uiliiam.
J04. Echtipcm-
105. ClTMCth.
ic^. I>unlainf;.

FerfTus; he defeated Diar-
^ mid mac Cnarbhall, K.H.

54«i-?65, at Drum Laegli-
aire, by the side of Cais in

Hy Faelan, defending the

MurcadI

Maelsaran.
OncM, a que Ui Oncon.
Flann=

tochaidh ; he slpv

R.H.C.. at thi

battle of Grane,

Cuanfadach.
Faelan.
Airbertach.
Kectabr;i.
Thuachar.

Ailill. Mael Co#AEi- ERBDILG, R.H.C. for 3 years ;

Dubhlach. Gilla Coitc a monk atlClonard; ob.June2j,

Duibh. CosgradS52: the *r,end of bt. Lasrean,

Solamon. Cucoeir.f of Leighhni

GUla Christ. (of Baa
| .

Gilla Patrick I

Gilla Christ O'Dowlitigrtlarch .

iHishoi
There
|r Dim

tochadh.
Thorpacb
Dungailc
SnibDe.
Brian.

J"
I

l^

-, K.H. s6R

tand o{Bri£a.

Aed mac Aenmire, K.
585.508; si. at D
ietatf 66, January j

59«.

Etchkn of Clonfad. abbot, ob. Feb. li, 577.

ilAiDOc or Edan, Bp.
of Clonmore Maidoc,
vivens 598, ob. April

Fergrns, a fuo Sil Fcrgusa=

Colgu

= Cumaine, She was mother of

I

Guaire, King of Connaught.

03. .Aedh Jlend, K.H.C. for 3 years;=
slain at Ballyshannor in Kjl- I

dare, A.u. 733, bv Aedh Allen,
|

K. Hib. lie slew Elodach I

roll, K.H.C. for ;

Crichan (" Book of Lecan 100. Tuathn

loi. Andal.

102. Fergus. 102. Dublithath. 102. Dubdhatond.
103. Bresal. 102. jVIoncasach.

105! NeiU. a giio O'Neill of Farran O'Neill (Shillelagh;.

107. Cemacb, Lord of Ui Bairche tire, ob. A.D. 856, and 6f JIagh da Con
iloyacomb ("M'Firbis," p. 204).

HS. THE KIXSELLAGH.S, AND MAC DA.MOKS.

Domhnall ; died after t

cliathiDublm/."

Eva (Aife), the v

de Clare, Earl

ob. Jnnei, 117/

.\bbot of Ferns.

Diarmidli Lavdcrg, d.

Diarmidh.
Art liuidh.

C.abir mac Art, died i-

Brian, died 1572.

Morgan, died 1636.

Brian, died JO62.

Morgan, died 17G0.

Morgan, died I72u =

no. Brian Kavanagh, ob. 1741.

131. I'homas, died 1780.

132. Tfiomas, died 1837.

133. Arthur JVI'Murrough Kavanagh, of Borris, chief

of his name ; born March 25, 1831.

Donougb.
Edmund Cinnselagh.
Uurmid Duff, vivens 1580.

Ijuncadb.
Murchertach.
Doncadh na Cain.
Kemuin, or Kedmti
Eoghain, or bclnn.
ilagnus.
Dathi,
Mac Da^

Daxid.





No. YI.-THE GENEALOGY OF THE HY-CIISTNSELAGH.

I Beolach (91), ion of Fiach Baicbeda (c

. Buna Ccansala(rh.= Cortfli'«f. " Ke; . 33E. Enna defeated Eochaidh Muip R.H. circa 360. at Cniaichayicirca 360. at (

wv FciilWlTnidh. <! fo». Ci relmcl 1, exiled to Scotland by Nial .

by St. Patrick at Rat

GuiBCCbottlic'Hyllair'
fjsms.





THE HISTOET
OF THE

(ui tuataiL)

OR

THE CLAN O'TOOLE
AKD OTHEE

LEINSTER SEPTS.

PAET FIEST

PBECHRISTIAN PERIOD.

IN the beginning was the Word, and the Word was God, and by Him
all things were created.

He created Adam out of the clay of the earth, and out of a rib of

Adam he formed Eve. From these two sprung all mankind. Then
1. Adam.

2. Scth.

3. £nos.

4. Cainan.

5. Mahalaleel.

G. Jared.

7. Enoch.

8. Mathusela.

9. Lamcch.

10. Koah, who divided
the world amongst his three sons. To Shem he gave Asia, within the
Euphrates, to the Indian Ocean ; to Ham, Syria, Arabia, and Africa ; and
to Japhet the rest of Asia, beyond the Euphrates, with Europe, to Gades
or Cadiz, in Spain.



2 HISTORY OF THE CLAK O'TOOLE

11. Japhet y^as the eldest son of Noah. He had 15 sons, amongst

whom he divided Europe, and the part of Asia his father had allotted to

him.

12. 3fa(/off, his son, from whom descended the Parthians, Gadelians,

Amazonians, &c. ; also Bartholinus, the first planter of Ireland, about three

hundred years after the flood.

13. Bath, one of the sons of Magog, to whom Scythia came as his

lot upon the division of the earth by Noah, and subsequently by Japhet,

of his part thereof among his sons.

14. Phunius Farsa was king of Scythia at the time Ninus ruled

the Assyrian Empire, and being a wise man, and desirous of acquiring a

knowledge of the various languages which not long before had confounded

the builders of the Tower of Babel, employed able and learned men to go

among the dispersed multitude, to learn their several languages, who,

returning sometime afterwards well skilled in this knowledge, Phunius

Farsa erected a school in the valley of Senaar, near the City of Aeothena,

in the forty-second year of the reign of Ninus, wherein having continued

with his youngest son, Niulus, for twenty years, he returned home to

his kingdom, which, at his death, he left to his eldest son, Nenuallus,

leaving to Niulus no other patrimony than his learning, and the benefit of

the school he had founded.

15. Kudus, after his father's return to Scythia, continued sometime at

Aeothania, teaching the languages and other laudable sciences, until, upon

report of his great learning, he was invited into Egypt by Pharaoh, the king,

who gave him the land of Campus Eyrunt, near the Eed Sea, to inhabit,

and he also gave him his daughter Scota in marriage, from whom their

posterity are ever since called Scots. It was this Niulus who employed

Gaodhal (Gael) son of Eithor, a learned and skilful man, to compose, or

rather refine, the language called Bearla Tobbai, which was common to

the posterity of Niulus, and was afterwards called " Gaodh-ilg,'' from the

said Gaodhal, who composed and improved it, and for his sake also

Niulus called his eldest son '•' Gaodhal."

J G. Gaodhal, the son of Niulus, was the ancestor of the Clan-na-Gael

—
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that is, the children or descendants of Gaodhal. In his youth this

Gaodhal was stung in the neck by a serpent, and was immediately
brought to Moses, who, by laying the miraculous rod on the wounded
place, cured him, and, in addition to this cure, he obtained a further

blessing, which we enjoy to the present day—namely, that no venomous
beast can live at any time where his posterity should inhabit, which
privilege is verified in Candia, Getulea, and Ireland.

17. Asrut/i, his son, continued in Egypt, and governed his colony in

peace during his life.

18. Srutk, his son, soon after his father's death, was set upon by
the Egyptians, actuated by their former animosities towards his predeces-

sors, for having taken part with the Israelites against them, and which
animosities had, until then, lain raked up in the embers, but which now
broke out into a flame, to that degree that, after many battles and
conflicts, wherein most of his colony lost their lives, Sruth was forced,

with the few remaining, to depart the country, and after many traverses

at sea, arrived at the Island of Crete, or Candia, where he died.

.19. Eeber Scott, after his father's death, and a year's stay at Crete,

departed thence, leaving some of his people to inherit the island, and
where some of their posterity likely remain, as the islands harbour no

venomous serpents ever since.

He and his people soon after arrived in Scythia, where his cousins,

the posterity of Is'enuallus (eldest son of Farsa), refusing to allot a place

of habitation for him and his colony, they fought many battles, wherein

Heber, being always the victor, at length forced the sovereignty from

the reigning king, and settling himself and his colony in Scythia, they

contimied there for four generations. Heber Scott was afterwards slain

in battle, by Koemus, the son of the former king.

20. Bocmain,

21. Ogamain,

22. Tait were kings of Scythia, but in constant war with the

natives, so that after Tait's death his son

—

23. Agnail and his followers betook themselves to sea, wandering
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and coasting upon the Caspian for several years, in which time he

died.

24. Lamhfoin and his fleet remained at sea for some time after his

father's death, resting and refreshing themselves upon such islands as they

met vrith. It was then that Cachear, their magician or Druid, foretold

that there would be no end to their wanderings and travels, until they

would arrive in the western island of Europe called Ireland, which was

the place destined for their future and final abode, and that not only they

but their posterity after three hundred years should arrive there. After

many traverses of fortune at sea this little fleet arrived at last with their

leader at Gothia or Gethulia, more recently Libya, where Carthage was

afterwards buUt, and soon afterwards Lamhfoin died there.

25. Heber Glunfoin, his son^ was born in Getulia where he also died.

His posterity continued there to the eighth generation, and were kings or

rulers for one hundred and fifty years and upwards.

26. Agnon Fionn.

27. Fihric Glass.

28. Nenuallus.

29. Naudhad.

30. Allodius.

31. Areadh.

32. Deagha. Of these eight nothing remarkable is mentioned, but

that they lived and died as kings in Gothia or Getulia.

33. Brathans was bom in Gothia. Eemembering the Druid pre-

dictions, and his people having increased considerably during their abode

in Getulia, he departed thence with a numerous fleet, to seek out the

country destined for their final settlement by the prophecy of Cachear.

After some time he landed on the coast of Spain, and by the strong hand

settled himself and his colony in Galicia, in the north of that country.

34. Bro-ghan, or Brigus, was king of Galicia, Andalusia, Murcia,

Castile, and Portugal, all of which he conquered. He built Breoghans

Tower, or Brigantia, in Galicia, and the City ofBraganza, in Portugal,
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called after himself. The kingdom of Castile M'as then called Biigia
after him also.

"

35. Bile y^iis king of these countries after his father's death, and
was succeeded by his son Galamh, or

36. Milesms, who in his youth and during his father's lifetime went
into bcythia, where he was kindly received by the king of that country',
who gave him his daughter in maniage, and made him general of his
lorces. In this capacity Galamh defeated the king's enemies, gained
much fame, and the love of all the king's subjects. His growing great-
ness and popularity excited against him the jealousy of the king, who,
tearing the worst, resolved on putting Milesius privately out of the way,
tor openly he dared not attempt it. Milesius, having heard of the king's
intentions, slew him, left Scythia, and retired into Egypt with a fleet of
sixty sail. Pharaoh Nectonileus, then king of Egypt, being informed of
his arrival, and of his great valour, wisdom, and conduct of ai-ms, made him
general of aU his forces against the king of Ethiopia, then invading his
country.

°

Here, as in Scythia, Milesius was victorious. He forced the enemy to
submit to the conquerors' own terms of peace. 3y these exploits Milesius
found great favour with Pharaoh, who gave him (he being then a widower)
his daughter in marriage, and kept him for eight years afterwards in
Egypt.

_

At length Milesius took leave of his father-in-law, and returned to
Spam, where he arrived, to the great joy of his people, who were much
disturbed by intestine wars, and the intrusion of foreign nations, after the
death of his father and during his own long absence from Spain. He had no
sooner arrived than he set about extirpating the foreigners and restoring
peace to his distracted people, in which he soon succeeded.

He had but just attained this object when a great dearth and famine
occurred, which lasted for six-and-twenty years. MUesius looked upon
this as a just punishment from heaven on him and on his people for their
aegligenee in not seeking the country destined for their final abode, so
long foretold by theii- Druid, Cachear, as already mentioned, the time
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limited by the prophecy being now almost expired. To expiate his fault

and to comply with the will of his gods, Milesius, with the general appro-

bation of his people, sent his uncle Ithe, with his son Lugadius and one
hundred and fifty gallant men, to visit Ireland, and to bring back an
account of these western islands.

Tthe and bis companions having visited Ireland for the purpose of in-

spection, were honourably received and entertained by the native Irish,

who, finding Ithe to be a man of great wisdom and knowledge, referred

their disputes to him for settlement. His decisions having met with
their mutual and entire satisfaction, he exhorted them to practise the

virtues of forbearance, peace, and love, adding much in praise of their

delightful, pleasant, and fruitful country. He then took bis leave of

them to return to bis ship and go back to Spain. ]S"o sooner had be gone
than the chiefs began to suspect the object of his visit, and, to prevent

his returning with an army to invade their country, they pursued and
overtook him before he had time to reach his ship. They attacked his

party, put them to rout, and mortally wounded himself at a place called

Magh Ithe, in the County Donegal. His son having rescued his mangled
body, brought it back to Spain and exposed it to pubHc view, thereby

to excite his friends and relations to avenge his murder. The exposing

of the dead body of Ithe had the desired effect, for thereupon Milesius

made great preparations to invade Ireland, but before he could effect

that object he died, leaving the care and charge of the expedition to his

eight sons. Milesius was a very valiant champion, a great and fortu-

nate w;irrior, and prosperous in all his undertakings.

The eight sons of Milesius were not forgetful of their father's com-

mand, for soon after his death, with a numerous fleet well manned and

equipped, they set forth from Brigantia (now Corunna) in Galicia, and

sailed prosperously to the coast of Ireland, or " Innis Fail." This event

is beautifully commemorated by Moore in the following lines

:



AXD OTHEE LEINSTER SEPTS.

ADVENT OF SONS OF MILESIUS.

" They came from the land beyond the sea,

And noAV, o'er the "Western main,

Set sail in their good ships gallantly,

From the sunny land of Spain.

' Oh ! Where's the isle -we have seen in dreams,

Our destined home or grave? '

Thus sang they as the morning beams

Sweep o'er the Atlantic wave.

' And, lo ! where afar o'er the ocean shines

A spark of radiant green,

As though in that deep lay emerald mines.

Whose light through the wave was seen.

"Tis Inis-faii ! 'tis Inis-faU !

'

Eings o'er the echoing sea,

"While bending to heaven the warriors hail

The home of the brave and free.

" Then turned they unto the Eastern wave,

"Where now their day-god's eye

A look of such sunny omen gave

As lighted up sea and sky.

Nor frown was seen through sky or sea,

Nor tear o'er leaf or sod

When first on theii- Isle of Destiny

Our great forefathers trod."
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After many difficulties, and the loss of many of their ships and men
in a storm which arose, they landed and conquered the nati^^es of the

island in a pitched battle, in which they lost a great number of their men,
and six of the eight brothers, sons of Milesius.

37. Heremon divided the island with his only surviving brother,

Heber, and became the first of one hundred and eighty-three kings, who
ruled and governed Ireland successively for 2,885 years from the first

year of their reign. Anno Mundi 3500, till the invasion of the English
king, Henry II., in the twelfth century.

.

Heremon and Heber reigned conjointly for one year only, when they

quarrelled and fought a pitched battle at a place called Ai-dcat, now Geas-

hill, near TuUamore, in the King's County, where Heber was slain by
Heremon, who thus became sole monarch of the whole island, and from

him were descended one hundred and fourteen monarchs of Ireland, the

provincial kings, and the Heremonian nobility and gentry of Leinster,

Connaught, Meath, Orgiall, Tirowen, Tirconnell, and Clan-na-boy, the

kings of Dalraida, all the kings of Scotland from Fergus-Mor-Mac-Earca
down to the Stuarts, and through them the kings and queens of England
to the present day.

The following noble families are descended from Heremon, viz. :

—

Fitzpatrick, MacDermott, MacDonnell (of Antrim) ; MacLoghlin, Mac-

Mahon (of Ulster), MacMurrough, MacSweeney, Maguire, O'Byrne,

O'Connor, O'Donnell, 0'Flaherty,0'Hart, O'Eielly^ O'Melaghlin, O'Eeilly,

O'Xeill, O'Eorke, O'Felan, O'Cavanaghs, O'Donohoes (of Leinster), and

O'Toole (Ui Uuacail).

O'Caliaghan, speaking of the house of Heremon, says :
" That from the

number of its princes or great families, from the multitude of its distin-

guished characters as laymen or churchmen, and from the extensive terri-

tories acquired by those belonging to it, at home and abroad, in Alba, as

well as in Ireland, it was regarded as by far the most illustrious in the

country ; so much so that, according to the best native authority, it would

be equally reasonable to affirm that one pound is equal in value to one
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hundred i)ouuds as it Avould be to comirare any otlier line with tliat of
Iieremon."

Ilcremuu reigned singly for fourteen years after the death of his

brother Ileber, during -n-hich time a certain colony called by the Irish
" Cruthnig/' and iuEugHsh " Cruthueaus," or " Eetz," arrivcd'in Ireland
and requested Ileremon to give them a part of the country to settle in,

Avhich request he refused
; but giving them as wives the widows of tlic

Tuatha-de-Danans slain in battle, he sent them Avith a strong party of his

own forces to conquer the country then called Alba or Albion, but now
Scotland, with the condition that they and their posterity should be tribu-

tary to the monarchs of Ireland.

* Herenion died b.c. 1684, at his palace at Argoidross, near the river
" Feoir," now the " Kore." This royal residence was then called " liath

lieathach," and is now known as ' liathbeagh," near the town of Fresh-
ford, in the county of Ivilkenny. He was buried in a sepulchral mound,
which still remains at Eathbeagh.

Herenion was succeeded by his three sons, Muigne, Leigne, and Lagne,
who reigned jointly for three years, and two of whom were slain by their

Hermonian successor at the battle of Ard-Laahran. Muigne died at Magh
Urnachain. The fourth son of Heremon asserted his rights to his father's

crown, and succeeded in gaining it in the year 2755 a.m., in a pitched

battle. His name was

—

38. T?-iaI, ov Ein-ialiis, tenth monarch of Ireland. He was a learned prince,

and the reason of his entering into war with the sons of Heber Fionn was,

that they had basely taken the lives of his two elder brothers, who died

Avithout issue, so that the crown came to him by succession, and he
governed the kingdom for ten years. During this king's reign a great

part of the country was laid open, and freed from woods.

-' AtcordiDg to the Book of Ballymote, the River Liffe}- derived its name from the

circumstance of a battle having been fought near it by the Milesians against the Tuatha-de-
Danans

;
and the war steed of the Milesian monarch, Heremon (which was named " Gobber-

Liffe") having been killed there, the river was called " Liffe, " or " Liffey," or "Arohan
Liffe," and is now calkd Anna Liifc}-, or River Liffev.
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Triiil Aviis the victor in four battles : the first was that of Ardiumuth,

at Tcabtha, where Stirne, the son of Duibb, was sLiin ; the second was the

battle of Fornhoraice ; the third was the battle of Loch Muighe ; and the

fourth was that of Cuill Martho, where he overcame the four sous of Heber.

The second year after this victory, he died at a place called Magh Muagh,

where he was buried. These battles are recorded hj an ancient poet, in the

following lines :

" Trial, the youngest of the royal line,

Was king of Sliabh INIis and king of Macha

;

Success attended him where'er he fought,

And in four battles he was crown'd with victory."

39. Eithtrial, son of Trial, son of Heremon, succeeded to the govern-

ment of Ireland, in the year A.ii. 27GC, and reigned twenty years as

monarch of the whole of Ireland. This prince was distinguished for his

great learning ; he wrote, with his own hand, the history and travels of

the Gadelians ; nor was he less remarkable for his valour and military

accomplishments. After a long and prosperous reign of twenty years, he

was killed by Conraaol, the son of Heber Fionn, at the battle of Soirrecn,

in Leinster, in the year 2780 a.m., leaving one son after him, named

—

40. Fallachus, who was the father of—

4.1. Tighcrmas, who was the thirteenth monarch of Ireland, and

reigned fifty years. He was continually alarmed with the pretensions of

the Heber Fionns. He engaged them in twenty-seven battles, and had

always the victor\' over them.

During the reign of this king the first gold mine in this country was

found, near the river Liffey, by a person named luchadan, who had the

management of the ore. The exact position of this mine is not stated by

any historian I have read ; but, from my own knowledge of the country

bordering on the Lifiey, I would incline to the opinion that the glen

between Hollywood and Donard. now called Hollywood Glen, in the pre-

sent county Wicklow. is the place in which this discovery was made, as it

has all the appearance of having been, at a remote period, worked as a
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mine. Eveu at the present time a large siibtcrrauean passa2;o runs
from this glen for miles under the adjoining mountains, which was
evidently used at some rerj- early date by miners.

This prince died at Magh Sleactha, and three parts of his subjects

perished with him the same night, while worshipping his idol, Crim
Cruadh. He was the first to introduce idolatry into this country, about
one hundred years after the arrival of the Milesians in Ireland. He also

ordained that his subjects should have several colours in their apparel, to

distinguish their degrees or position ; so that every man's degree, trade,

or occupation was known by his dress. One colour- Avas used in the dress

of a slave, two in that of a plebeian, three in that of a soldier or a young
lord, four in that of a " crughiadh," or public victualler ; five in that of

a lord of a "tuath," or " cantred; " six in that of an " oUamh," or chief

professor of any of the liberal arts ; and seven in that of the king or queen.

This is supposed to be the origin of the Scotch plaid.

42. Enhrothius, who was the son of Tighermas, was the father of

—

4o. Smirngallus, who was the father of

—

44. Fiachadh Lahhniinc, who was the seventeenth monarch of Ii-e-

laud, and reigned twenty-four years. Some historians state that he
reigned twenty-seven. He was called Labhruiue because during his reign

the stream of Tubher Labhruiue began to flow, and hence he was called

after it.

This monarch had a son named Aongus Ollbhuaga, who was a prince

of great courage. He engaged the Picts of Scotland, and the Britons who
inhabited that country, and defeated them in every battle. The effect of

his victories was an entire conquest of the country. He compelled both

the Picts and Britons to pay homage to the croMm of Ireland, and also an

annual tribute to the Irish monarch. He engaged the family of Hebcr
Fionn in four pitched battles, called the battle of Fairge, the battle of

Culluig, the battle of Claii-e. and the battle of Bcalgadain ; in which last

action he fell by the hands of Eochaidg Mumho, the son of ]\rolfcibhis,

A.:\i;. 21J53. He had a son named

—

40. Aour/us Ollniuchach, because ho was famous for having a breed of
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swine of u much larger size tJiau any in Ireland, the words '•oil'' and
"mueca" signifying "great swine," which gave occasion to the name of

Ollmnchach. He was a valiant and warlike prince, and fought the fol-

lowing battles : The battle of Claire, the battle of ]\Ioigen Cgiath, in

Conacht
;
the battle of Glaise Fraochain, where Frachaiu Faiah was

killed
;
and fought thirty battles against the Picts, the Firbolgs, and the

inhabitants of the Orcades. He was slain by Eana Firtheach in the

battle of Coermaun, B.C. 1400. He had a son named—
40. 3Iaonius or Jlaoiu, Avho was father of

—

47. llotJieachta, who was monarch of Ireland for twenty-five years,

and was slain by Seadhna, son of Artri, at Faith Cuchain, in the year

2043 A.M. He had a son

—

4S. Dcnius, who was the father of

—

49. Siorna Saoghalach, the thirty-sixth monarch of Irelaud, who
reigned twenty-one years. He was called Saoghalach because he lived to

an exceeding great age. He was slain by Piotheachta, the son of Hoan,
at Aillin, now Allen, as the ancient poet gives ns to understand, in the

fuIloM-mg lines, quoted fi'om a poem which begins thus :

" Siorna reigned one-aud-twenty years,

And prosperously wore the Irish crown :

But though long-lived, he died a fatal death,

Unfortunately slain by Eotheachta
''

in the year 3240 a.m., or lOoO ];.c. He loft a sou named

—

50. Oliolla Okliaoin. Avho was the father of

—

51. Giallacha^ the thirty- seventh monarch of Ireland, who reigned

nine years, and was killed by Art Imlcach, at IMoige Muadh, in the year

S2-30 A.M., or 961 e.g. He had a son Avhose name was

—

52. Kuadha Fionn Faill, who sat on the throne of Irinn for twenty-

one years, and was slain by his successor, Breasrigh, the son of Art

linleach. He left after him a son named

—

5o. Ai.Jamm Cdas, who was father C'f

—

54. Simon Brcac, who wa>. fortv-fourth monarch of Ireland. He
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was slain by Duocli Fionn, who ordered his body to be torn to pieces, in

the year 3344 a.m. He left a son named

—

55. MidreadUach Balgreach, who was the forty-sixth monarch of Ire-

land. He reigned for four years, and was slain by Eadna Dearg, the sou

of Duach Fionn, in the year 3357 a.m., or 892 B.C. His son

—

5G. Feachiis TolcjracU was the fifty-fifth monarch of Ireland, and

reigned five years. His son was

—

57. Dirndl Lagrach, who governed the island ten years. He was
distinguished by the name, Duach Lagrach, by reason of his being so

strict and hasty in the execution of justice; that he was impatien", and

would not admit of a moment's delay until the criminal was seized and

tried for the offence; the word, "Lagrach," in the Irish language, signi-

fying speed and suddenness, which gave occasion to the name. He was
killed by Ludhaidh Laighe in the year a.m. 3490, or 787 B.C. He had a

son whose name was

—

58. Eochaidh Buaidhaig, who was the father of

—

59. Ugaine More, or Owen the Great, who obtained the crown, and

governed tlae kingdom for forty years. He was known by the name of

Ugaine More because his dominions Avere enlarged beyond the bounds of

his predecessors, for he was sovereign prince of all the western European

isles.

This prince had a very numerous issue. He had twenty-five chil-

dren : twenty-two sons and three daughters. He divided his kingdom

amongst all liis children, giving to each an equal part, with this condition,

that each one should be content with, and confine himself to, his own part,

and confine himself within his own territory. In confirmation of this

division we meet with the following lines in a very old poem :

"Ugaine, the monarch of the western isle,

Concerned at the oppression of his people,

Divided into equal parts his kingdom.

Between his five-and-twenty children."
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And, by the rule? of this divisiou, the iiublie taxes and revenues

n-erc collected by the king of Ireland for the space of three hundred years

after, down to the time in ^vhich Ireland -was divided into provinces.

Ugaine survived all his sons except two, Laogaire Lorch and Cobhthach
Caolmbreagh, by whom the royal line of Hercmon was continued, and to

these two princes all the future branches of the family owe their descent.

After a long reign this monarch was slain by Badhbhchadh, the son of

Eochaidh Buadhaig. He was buried at Cruachan, in the year 35S6 a.m., or

about '570 e.g.

CO. Laogaire, or Laogliaire Lnrch^ son of Ugaiue More, succeeded to

the throne, and reigned for two years. Ilis mother was a French princess,

named Ceasair Cruthach, a daughter of the king of France. This king

was distinguished by the uame of Laoghaire Lorch because he seized upon
the murderer of his father—Badhbhchadh, the son of Eochaidh Buadhaig

—and slew him, for the word, "Lorch," in Irish, means murder or

slaughter ; but he was most perfidiously slain himself by his brother,

Cobhthach Caolmbreag, afterwards, at Didhion Eiogh, near the river Barrow,

anciently named Bearbha. The circumstances of this inhuman act are

related in the records of Ireland.

The king, Laoghaire, was very kind and indulgent to his brother, and

settled a princely income upon him, but his bounty and affection met with

very ungrateful returns from the wicked Cobhthach, who, coveting his

brother's crown and kingdom, resolved to murder him. Accordingly, he

feigned sickness, and, when his brother came to see him, he stabbed him
with a poignard, and killed him. Succeeding his brother as monarch of

Ireland, but fearing disturbance on the throne, he also murdered Oilloll

Aine, the son of Laoghaire, and likewise designed to take aAvay the life of

the young prince, his sou, and the grandson of his brother ; but the child

becoming frightened, lost the use of his speech, which, when the usurper

perceived, he dismissed him with his life, because, having this defect, he

could never succeed to the throne of Ireland.

01. Oilloll Ainc^ son of Lacghaire Lorch, Avas slaiu by the unnatural

Cobhthach Caolmbreag, lest he should disturb his reign.
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G2. Lahruilh Loiiniseach, son of OilloU Aiiie, vore tlie CTO-«'n of Ireland

for eighteen years, but fell at last by the sword of Cobhthach Caolmbreag.

This monarch was a learned and valiant prince, and acquired much repu-

tation when he commanded the army in France. Ilaving become a great

general, and thoroughly skilled in the art of warfare, he resolved to vindi-

cate and prosecute his right to the crown of Ireland. Accordingly, he

communicated his design to the king of France, who approved of it, and
gave him 2,200 choice troops to assist him in his undertaking. He started

for Ireland with his brave warriors, and landed in ^Vexford harbour. On
his arrival he had information that Cobhthach, who had usm-ped the

throne, resided at the time at Didhion Eiogh, where he kept his court,

attended by his ministers and the nobility, who had submitted to his

t3Tanny. Labradh resolving, if possible, to surprise him, marched with

all expedition, and coming upon him unprepared, put the old usurper, and

all his retinue, to the sword. He immediately insisted on his hereditary

rights, and was proclaimed king of Ireland. After he had killed the

tyrant in his own court, surrounded by his nobles, the chronicles relate that

a certain Druid, surprised at the bravery of this action, asked "Who was this

gallant hero, Avho had the policy to design, and the courage to execute, so

great an exploit?" He was told that the name of the general was Loing-

seach. " Can Loiugseaeh speak ?" asked the Druid. He was answered

that he could speak, for which reason the monarch was called by the name
of Labradh Loingscach, because, in the Irish language, " Labradh" signi-

fies "to speak,'' and by this additional title was Moin always distinguished

in the History of Ireland, wherever he is mentioned.

This prince Avas the inventor of a sort of green- headed partisan, in

Irish called Laighnc, and gave orders that they should be used by his

whole army. From these military weapons the inhabitants of the pro-

vince were culled Laighne, and the province which was then called

Gailean is now called Leinster. The poet makes the following observa-

tions upon the various foreign alliances which the different Irish provinces

adhered to

;
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" Eacli of the provinces observed

A strict alliauce with the neighbouring nations.

O'Keills corresponded with tlie Scots
;

The men of Ulster with the English
;

The inhabitants of Munster with the Spaniards

;

Of Conacht, loved fiiendship with the Britons
;

Of Leinster, traded safely with the French."

In the ancient manuscripts of Ireland there is a tale to be met •v^'ith

regarding this monarch, which may be interesting to the reader. Of its

probability I will leave himself to judge. It is as follows :

THE EAES OF LOIXGSEACII.

This monarch, Loingseach, had ears of a very immoderate length,

which resembled the ears of a horse ; and to conceal this deformity from

the notice of his subjects, when he had his hair cut the person who served

him in that office was sure to lose his life, being put to death immediately,

lest he should discover this blemish in the king, and (hereby expose him

to the contempt and ridicule of his jieople. It was, therefore, a custom

among the haircutters of the Iciugdom to determine by lot who should

succeed to this desperate employment, which always became vacant once

every year, for once within that time the king was wont to have his hair

cut below the ears, and thus expose the length of them to his barber.

It so happened that the lot fell on a young man. the son of a widow,

and he was her only child. The sorrowful mother, apprehending the

loss ot her son, was overwhelmed with grief, and applied to the king,

lamenting her misfortune, and entreating the royal mercy to spare her only

son. This moving scene had the effect of Sctv::-)g the life of the young

man, but it was on this condition, that he would never divulge a secret

that would be committed to him, nor reveal what he should observe, under

the penalty of losing his life. The young man joyfully accepted these

terms, which he thought very favourable and easy to observe, and cut the

king's hair; but when he discovered his cars, he was somewhat surprised,
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or THE

CLAN O'BTENE
(UI FAELAN).

The Clan O'Byme being of the same stock as the Clan O'Toole, and
claiming the same descent, were for so many centuries of their history

so interwoven together, their territories in close proximity to each other,

and their mutual interests cemented together by intermarriage, that we
consider it may be of interest to our readers, if we supplement our

attempts at writing the history of the Clan O'Toole by giving as an appen-

datory synopsis the leading points in the fates and fortunes of the Clan

0'13yrne, who so often shared with the O'Tooles the victor's glory, iintil

by fraud, treachery, and the power of might over right, they became
fellow-sufferers in the confiscations and persecutions of the times. We
may rest assured, that whenever an O'Byrne was in straits, an O'Toole was
not far off ; and this rule had equal applicability when positions were

reversed.

The Clan O'Byrne were descended from Heremon. Heber and

Hcremon were leaders of the Spanish colony which, according to the best

authorities, succeeded in establishing itself in Ireland, and reducing the

30a
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possessors of tlie soil under its own dominion, about a thousand years

before the birth of Christ.

The country -was divided among the conquerors in the following

manner :—The fair provinces of the south •were allotted to Heber. Lein-

ster acknowledged the sovereignty of Hereraon. The rude coast and barren

mountains of Connaught were granted to the native tribes called Firbolgs,

who had assisted the invaders. One year, however, had scarcely expired

when Heber laid claim to the whole island, which was resisted by Heremon.

A battle ensued, in which Heber was defeated and slain, and Heremon,

like Eomulus, became sole ruler of the kingdom.

From the death of Heremon to the accession of Eochah, a period of

nearly one thousand years, Ireland was governed (with few exceptions) by

a single king, chosen from one or other of the royal houses. Heber,

Heremon, and Ir Eocha IX., however, raised the provinces into king-

doms, investing the chiefs of the several tribes with their respective

sovereignties.

In pursuance of this arrangement, the descendants of Heremon were

kings of Leinster ; those of Ir, kings of Ulster ; and the chief of the

Firbolgs kings of Connaught. There was, however, one king superior

over all, to whom the others were bound to do homage and to pay tribute.

Eocha IX. was of the race of Heremon, and the crown of Ireland

remained (with but two exceptions) in his family to the time of Cahir

Mor— Charles the Great.

This monarch was descended from Ugane Mor, a Heremonian, by his

son Laogare Lore, between whose issue and that of his brother Cobthac,

Leinster was in after times divided. Cahir Mor reigned over the entire

island in the second century of the Chi'istian era. His elevation from the

throne of Leinster to the supreme rule is dated a.d. 144. Three years

after, he was slain in a battle fought near Tailton, in "Westmeath. He
left thirty sons, of whom ten only had issue ; of these the most celebrated

were Eossa Failge and Feacha Baiceada. From the latter are descended

the O'Byrnes, the O'Tooles, and the O'Cavanaghs, and other of the chief

families of Leinster. The history of the O'Byrnes is the same as the
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O'Tooles, until we come down to Mureadh Mor, 104th on the O'Toole
stem, who was the common ancestor of the O'Tooles, O'Donohues of Lein-
ster, and the O'Byrnes. By his three sons, thus :

MuRCADH Mor.

Muiredach, K.L., Duncadh, Faelan,

<i- 'J'55, 17th king of Leinster, ISth king of Leinster,

from whom the d. 727, d!^ 737,

O'Tooles descend. from whom the from whom the

O'Donohues descend. O'Byrnes descend,
taking their name from their grandfather. Bran Mut, their tribe name
being Hy Faelan, their territory being situated in and about Naas, and
as far north as Maynooth, from which place they were driven into the
southern portion of the "Wicklow mountains by the Norman invaders,

about the year a.d. 1202.

^

Soon after the death of Mureadh Mor, who by his will divided his

territories amongst his three sons, Duncadh and Faelan quarrelled, and a
fierce battle ensued between them, near Eadstown, which lies between
Kaas and Blessington. In this battle Duncadh was defeated and driven
back to the present County Dublin, which his descendants continued to

possess until the arrival of the Danes, and subsequently the Norman
English, when his territories were divided amongst the English of the
Pale. Many of his descendants are still to be found in West Wicklow
and Carlow, decent, respectable people, but without any, or little, know-
ledge of their ancient lineage. Their pedigree is given by Mr. Gilbert,

in his history of the City of Dublin.

The Clan O'Byrne, or Ui Faelan, as it was known in Irish history,

can boast of many a noble and valiant warrior, kings of Leinster, down
to the English invasion. It was one of this Clan that held the sceptre of

Leinster at the battle of Clontarf, where he was nobly seconded by the
O'Tooles, of which clan five of its princes were slain. With the Danes
of Dublin, the O'Byrnes and O'Tooles were occasionally in alliance, but
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more commonly at vrar ; abundance of cause for quaiTel was always pre-

sent, owing to the proximity of their territories.

The O'Byrnes became princes of Lower Leinster, and were seated in

a district called Eanelagh, or the country of Feagh MacHugh O'Byrne.

According to Ptolemy, the ancient inhabitants of "Wicklow and the

present County Kildare were the "Cauci," supposed to be of Belgic-Gaulic

extraction ; but afterwards is chiefly celebrated as the country of the

O'Tooles and the O'Byrnes.

The O'Byrnes occupied the northern part of Elldare, and the O'Tooles

the southern part of Kildare and the northern part of Wicklow; as Glenda-

lough, which was the ancient city of the O'Tooles; also Fertire and Ferra

Cualan, on the eastern side of the mountain ; but after the Korman
invasion, the O'Byrnes and O'Tooles were driven into the moimtains.

By a long and heroic resistance they here maintained their independence

for over lour hundred years, after nearly all the other princes had yielded

submission to the English invader.

The O'Byrnes, driven from Kildare (a.d. 1202), located themselves

along the seaboard of "Wicklow, from Kewtownmountkennedy to Arklow,

whilst the Feagh MacHughs possessed the inland portion, called Eane-

lagh, or Glenmalure.

The two clans, affiliated in race and in blood, appear to have been

almost always on good terms with each other, and to have worked har-

moniously together against the common enemy.

Ko doubt, the O'Byrnes had this advantage over their neighbour,

they were more distant from the Pale, and not subject to the frequent

attacks that the O'Tooles had to be constantly on the " qui vive" to repel.

The O'Tooles, lying between them and the common foe, had to bear the

first of the onslaught and the brunt of the battle, while the O'Bp-nes

were never dilatory in filling up from the rear, and giving any of the

English garrison that might have succeeded in penetrating beyond the

O'Toole country a very hot reception. This fact of the O'Tooles being,

for such a length of years, almost incessantly engaged in the hot contests

of border warfare, will go far to account for their ranks being more
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thinned, as more of them fell in battle, and hence it is that the
O'Byrnes, in their descendants, are far more numerous than those of the
O'Tooles.

The Danes, prior to the twelfth century, had established themselves
in a district of the county Dublin, named Fingal], and so named appropri-
ately as the granary of their city. For their occupation of it the O'Byrnes
and OTooles demanded tribute, and this same tribute led to many bloody
battles. When the clans were successful, the tribute was paid, and host-

ages given, but when the fortunes of -war were reversed, and the Danes
gained a victory, they in turn carried fire and sword and a war of exter-

mination into the enemy's country.

The Danes of Dublin having been worsted by the Anglo-lSTormans,
the city and the surroimding country changed hands, and was to be hence-
forth known under the name of the " English Pale." The native Leinster-

men soon foimd out, to their cost, that this change did nothing to lessen

their troubles, as those new colonists possessed all the evil qualities of

their predecessors in more fully developed degree, and, in addition, had
several new ones of their own, among which was an inordinate ambition
and the spirit of cupidity. It was not long, then, until the O'Byrnes and
O'Tooles declared war against the inhabitants of Dublin, and the contest,

with only brief intervals, was carried on, with much bloodshed and devas-

tation, and with varying success, for many succeeding generations, the

particulars of which we have endeavoured to narrate in the History of the

Clan O'Toole.

In the year 1394 there was a battle between the O'Bp-nes and the

English, in which the former were defeated, and compelled to prostrate

themselves for the moment ; but it soon passed over, and they stood once

more erect, independent, and more defiant than over.

In the reign of Eichard II., Thomas Mowbray, Earl of Nottingham,
Earl-JIarshal of England, was entrusted with a commission from the

sovereign to receive homage and oaths of fealty from the chiefs of

Leinster, namely, The O'ByrnCj O'Nolan, O'Morough, O'Morca, Mao-

40
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Murrough, O'Connor, and others.* This homage was proposed and ac-

cepted upon very hard conditions. The chiefs were bound, under pain of

very considerable fines, payable at the Apostolic Chamber (to wit), for

O'Byme, 20,000 marks; for CNolan, 10,000 livres; and for others in

proportion. They were required, not only to persevere ia their submission,

but also, on a day specified, to surrender all their lands and possessions in

Leinster. and to place them in the king's bands, to be held by him and

his successors; and, moreover, to enter into his majesty's service, and to

lend him aid in war against their fellow-countrymen. To indemnify them

for the loss of their property, the king's pay was offered them, and pensions

were tendered to some of the chiefs. It was permitted to them to make

incursions on the lands of their countrymen in the other provinces, and to

appropriate to themselves all that they could win by force of arms.

The chiefs, however, after a short time, justly considered that a forced

submission and extorted oaths were in no way binding, again took arms in

1395, when Eoger Mortimer, Earl of March, was sent over as lord lieutenant.

Aided by the Earl of Ormond, the new viceroy laid the O'Byrnes' country

waste, and stormed their Castle of "VVicklow. The fortress was taken, and

in honour of the exploit, the lord lieutenant raised the seven following

gentlemen to the rank of knighthood, viz. : Ciu-istopher Preston, John

Bedlow, Edmond and John Loundres, William Nugent, Walter de la

Hide, and Eobert Cadell.

Shortly after, O'Byrne's old ally, O'Toole, came to his aid, attacked

the English, and defeated them, spiking 60 of their heads on the gates of

O'Toole's castle as a warning, and, following up their victory, the united

clans marched after the English, and overtaking them near Kilkenny, a

fierce battle ensued, in which the English were again defeated, their forces

* The reader may ask himsL'lf how it was that The O'Toole was omitted from this list,

and not iucluded among the chieftains invited to this sham conference. The reason is simply

this : that The O'Toole always spurned the idea of holding any parley with the English,

not only now, but whenever, in after times, they adopted that line of tactics
;

hence

Mowbray omitted his name, and it would have been better for O'Byme that his name bad

been left out also.
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totally routed, and Roger, Earl of March, heir-apparent to the English
crown was killed at Eenlis (Zells) in the year a.d. 1398.

^

In 1414, John Talbot, Lord Eurnival, marched an army through the
territories of the O'Byrnes and other Leinster chieftains, but without any
serious result to the peace and well-being of the clans, although high
praise was accorded to him by the English, for what we know not, except
that they wanted to compliment him upon his having the courage to
undertake such a march, and the good generalship to bring back his troops
with their lives. Anyway, he did not enlarge by his expedition the
boundaries of the English Pale, nor did he render greater security to life

and property in those parts of the province that were illegally wrested
from their lawful owners.

"^^'ithin no long space of time after this period the history of Ireland
begins to assume a new complexion. Jealousies and disputes, which were
not unfrequently referred to the decisicm of arms, arose from time to time
amongst the heads of the great houses of the English Palesmen, who
severally sought to strengthen themselves with alliances, cemented by
inter-marriages, and treaties for mutual assistance and defence with the
chiefs of the native Irish.

But of all the great Anglo-Hibernian houses, none were so closely

united to the Irish nation, whether by intermixture of blood, or community
of sentiment and feeling, as the noble race of the Geraldines. In all the
wars maintained by the people against English oppression, whether in

matters civil or religious, they always took so prominent a part that they
have been described in the chronicles of the period as " Hibernis ipsis

Hiberniores." With the O'Byrnes they were in alliance from an early

period, and, as will be seen hereafter, they, on more than one occasion,

were indebted to them for good services.

In 1521 the O'Byrnes and O'Tooles were again in arms. The Earl
of Surrey marched an army into their country, and, pitted against a force

their superiors in number, discipline, and appointments, the result was
naturally a temporary defeat for the clans. A brave resistance, however,

was maintained, and it is recorded that a regiment of cavalry, commanded
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by a knight named Bulman, was reduced to an infantry corps for haying

been too largely endowed, on their approaching the Irish steel, with that

virtue which, when properly exercised, is very laudable, and styled

" discretion," but when carried out to too great an extent (as upon this

occasion), comes under the non-euphonious heading of "cowardice."

On the 20th June, 1523, James, Earl of Desmond, on his own be-

half, and that of O'Brien, Prince of Thomond, and many other Irish

chiefs, entered into a treaty with Francis I. of France, offensive and de-

fensive, against Henry YIII. of England, whereby, amongst other things,

they bound themselves to make no peace with that monarch in which all

the contracting parties would not be included. During the captivity of

Francis, peace was concluded between England and France, without

allusion to the Earl of Kildare, then lord deputy, who was likewise a

Geraldine, Henry VIII. sent orders to have the Earl Desmond arrested

for high treason. The order, however, was not carried out, and remained

unexecuted. The O'Byrnes and O'Tooles appeared in arms to support

the Earl of Desmond, at the instigation, it is said, of the lord deputy, who

secretly supported his kinsman. In a short time the Earl of Kildare was

deposed and arraigned before the Privy Council of England, firstly, for

neglecting the orders of the king to arrest Desmond ; secondly, for having

formed an alliance with the Irish enemy ; thirdly, for having hung good

subjects, whose only crime was being attached to the Butlers ; fourthly,

for having maintained a secret correspondence with O'Neill. O'Connor,

and other enemies, and having incited them to make incursions on the

lands of the Earl of Ormond while lord deputy.

Kildare, notwithstanding the dangers that menaced him, escaped,

through the intercession of his friends, and on the downfall of Cardinal

Wolsey, the implacable enemy of the Geraldines, was restored to office.

Immediately on his reassumption he proceeded to strengthen himself

by Irish alliances. He gave his daughters in marriage to O'Connor, Faly,

and O'Carroll, and endeavoured on all sides to draw more closely together

those ties which of old mutually bound his house and the native chiefs.

He also entered into open war against his ancient enemies, the Butlers,
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ravaging the lands of the Earl of Ossory and his friends, and carrying off

considerable booty.

In consequence of complaints from the Butlers and others to the

English court, Eildare vras again summoned to England, and having first

appointed his son, "Silken Thomas," vice-deputy, he obeyed the summons,

and was, upon his arrival in London, incarcerated in the Tower.

Thomas, becoming exasperated by the news, falsely spread in Dublin,

that his father had been executed for high treason in London, flung away

the sword of state in the council chamber, and raised his standard against

the king. The Irish chiefs flew to his aid in great numbers. In the

neighbourhood of Dublin rebellion was general. The district called

Fingal was laid waste by the O'Byrnes and O'Tooles, and for a time for-

tune favoured Thomas Fitzgerald in aU his enterprises.

In 1535 Sheffington was appointed lord deputy, and Lord Grey was

sent to his assistance with a powerful army from England. It appears

from a letter addressed about this time to Lord Cromwell by Aylmer,

Lord Chief Justice, and Allen, Master of the EoUs, that they found affairs

in the worst possible condition. They stated that of the six baronies

which form the county of Kildare, five were utterly wasted by fire and

sword ; that the greater part of the County Meath had shared the same

fate; that Powerseourt, the building of which had cost 5,000 marks

(£3,333 6s. 8d.), had been destroyed by the O'Tooles and O'Byrnes ; that

Fitzgerald had taken Eathdangan ; that the plague raged in Dublin ; that

the deputy was ill, and unable to defend the castle of Maynooth; and that

no reliance could be placed on the fidelity of O'Neill.

Soon—too soon—however, a different hue came over the aspect of

affairs. The tide of victory which had so long flown in favour of the

enemies of English domination at length ebbed, and well-nigh overwhelmed

in its reflux all who were concerned in the revolt.

Thomas Fitzgerald, being closely pursued by superior forces, surren-

dered himself to Lord Grey on promise of full pardon. His five uncles,

who were still under arms, also surrendered on the same conditions, and

Grey sent them prisoners to England.
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"WTien on board the vessel "svhicli "was to convey them from the Irish

shore, they inquired of the captain what was her name, and upon being

informed that she -was called the " Cow," they yielded to despair, as they

remembered an ancient prophecy which predicted " that the five sons of

an earl should be transported to England in the belly of a cow, and should

no more return." They, together with their nephew, the young Earl of

Kildare, were tried for high treason, found guilty, and executed at

Tyburn.

The O'Bymes and O'Tooles were now left to fight out their own
comer, which they did right gallantly and well. They succeeded in

having Lord Grey recalled to England, a disgraced man, but, infortun-
ately, only to receive in his place a far worse type in the person of St.

Leger.

The new deputy was a wily and crafty man, who saw that the breed-

ing of internal dissension among the Irish was a far more efficacious plan,

and better adapted to forward the nefarious designs of the English garri-

son, than encountering them in open warfare, although he could place ten

to one in the field against them.

He soon commenced to set the Irish chieftains and the English nobles

by the ears, breaking up the bond of unity which existed between them.
He also sowed the seeds of contention among the clans by inducing some
of the chieftains to take their lands and hold them on fiants and letters

patent from the English king, instead of as heretofore, being elected thereto

by their clansmen, who naturally repudiated this change, and repelled

those English appointed chieftains, electing by popular voice chiefs of

their own choice in their stead.

We regret to have to acknowledge that the then chieftain of the

Clan O'Byrne was not an exception to the many chieftains who were weak
enough to succumb to the intrigues of the Castle, and who were either

browbeaten or bribed into accepting their lands from Henry Till.
We read in the State Papers of that period that Thadeus O'Byrne,

chief of the clan, having 'submitted, and accepted Henry's terms, entered

into a further compact with him on 22nd January, 1535, in which, among
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other things, he promised not to adhere to any Irishman against the king

or his subjects, or maintain any enemy or rebel of the king, especially

those of the nation of the O'Tooles fleeing into his. This is a sad record

to have to make against a chief of that gallant clan ; but vre are consoled

by the reflection that it was only the act of an individual, and the clan

hastened to wipe out the stigma by indignantly rejecting the terms, repu-

diating the chief that made them, and electing in his stead the famous

Feagh MacHugh O'Byrne, who shed so much lustre and renown on their

name, their clan, and their nation.

We have striven, in the history of the Clan O'Toole, which at this

period is so mingled with that of the O'Byrnes, to depict some of the

daring deeds and gallant exploits of this great chief, and to our reader,

who would wish to study what a brave stand Feagh made for his faith and

fatherland, we would invite him to peruse it.

The O'Bymes along the sea coast, who were followers of Thady,

became somewhat "Unionist" (to use a modern expression) in their

notions, and looked on their kinsman, Feagh, as a misguided and hot-

headed man, whose extreme notions were to be discountenanced ; they

also seem to have viewed him more or less as an usurper in his position as

chief of the clan; but this was an absurd notion, as the same blood flowed

through the veins of the Feagh MacHughs as through the MacTeigues,

although twelve generations had passed away since they parted from the

common stem, and since the sceptre of the Clan O'Byrne was wielded by

one of the branch of Clan Eanelagh.

In the reign of Henry YIII. a brother of Feagh MacHugh's, Thady

O'Byrne, a monk of the Order of St. Francis, was arrested and sent a

prisoner to Dublin Castle. Among his papers was found a letter addressed

to O'Iseill, Prince of Tyrone, and signed by the Bishop of Metz, from which

the following extract may be of interest :

—

" My dear O'Xeill,

" Ton have at all times, as likewise your forefathers, been faithful to

our Mother Church of Eome.
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" His Holiuess Paul, now Pope, aided by the Holy Fathers, has lately

a prophecy of St. Lasirian, Irish Bishop of Cashel, -vrhere it is foretold

that the Mother Church of Pome must fall -when the faith of the Catholics

of Ireland shall be subdued. Consequently, for the glory of Mother Church,

the honour of St. Peter, and your o-n'n safety, suppress heresy and the

enemies of his Holiness ; for, -srhen the Poman Creed shall be lost mth
you, the See of Pome must likewise fall.

" This is why the Council of Cardinals has thought fit to encourage

the people of Ireland (that sacred island), being convinced that the Mother

Church, having a worthy son like you, and others who will come to your

succour, can never fall, but that she wiU always possess, in spite of the

prophecy, more or less credit in Britain.

" Having thus obeyed the orders of the Sacred Council, we recom-

mend your royal person to the Most Holy Trinity, to the Blessed Virgin,

to Saints Peter and Paul, and to the whole Celestial Court. Amen."
The Earl of Desmond, after gallantly maintaining the struggle for

some years, now found his forces diminishing, while his enemies were

being daily increased by fresh reinforcements from England, issued circu-

lar letters to the principal noblemen of Leinster, with whose principles he

was acquainted, exhorting them to take part in the defence of their re-

ligion and country against the common enemy.

The following letter was addressed by the Earl of Desmond to Feagh

MacHugh 0' Byrne, chief of the O'Byrnes of Wicklow :

—

" Kewcasile, 29th. I^ovemh 67-, 1579.

" Mr DEARLY BELOVED Friexd,—I rccommcnd myself to you—as my
brother and myself have undertaken to uphold our Catholic Faith against

the English, who, not satisfied with overthrowing the Holy Church, wish

to possess our inheritance and reduce us to a state of bondage.
" We beseech you to take part with us in the defence of our country,

according to your conscience and the dictates of nature. If you fear being

abandoned when embarked in the affair, bear in mind :—That we have

undertaken it under the authorization of our Holy Father the Pope
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and Eiug Pliilip, "R'lio have engaged to assist us in this undertaking when

necessary ; consequently, you risk nothing in the enterprise.

"You may be certain vre shall never form a treaty Tvith the enemy,

vrithout your consent, for which this letter shall be a sufficient guarantee."

Whether it was in consequence of this letter, or that it served as an

additional stimulus to their own resolves, we find Feagh Mac Hugh, in

common with the other Leinster chiefs, up in arms in the following year,

A.D. 1580, in defence of the same cause which Desmond so vigorously

supported.

The English Court now appointed Ai-thur Grey, Lord Baron of

"Wilton, Znight of the Garter, as Lord Deputy for Ireland. The new

viceroy landed in Dublin in August, 1580.

Several noblemen, both of Leinster and the South, became indignant

at this time, witnessing the persecutions to which Holy Church was sub-

jected—the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass abolished, the clergy outlawed and

hunted, the chui-ches profaned, pillaged, and handed over to the new

conforming Protestant clergy ; seeing all this, and dreading the storm of

increasing strife, they united in one bond for their mutual support,

to check the inroads of the ruthless persecutions to which Holy Church

was being daily subjected.

Some of the principals of this laudable coalition were James Eustace,

(Lord Baltinglass), Feagh Mac Hugh O'Byrne, O'Toole, the brother-in-

law of Lord Baltinglass, and Captain Fitzgerald ; the latter of whom
had quitted the Queen's service for the purpose of striking a blow for

Holy Faith; but their intentions were discovered before theii- final

arrangements were made, and several of the promoters of the conspiracy

were arrested and put to death ; others fled the country, while some had the

satisfaction in a short while after, of seeing some of the flower of the

English army bite the dust.

So anxious was the new lord deputy to signalise his advent among

the Irish by some signal victory, that upon his arrival in Dublin, he would

not wait for the usual ceremonies of salaams and kotows from the hungry

hangers-on of the Castle, that were always enacted at the installation of
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a ne-w viceroy; he even postponed the investiture of the ''sword of state,''

and -wished to pose as the wielder of a sword to be used for far different

purposes than this ornamental bauble. His soul panted for the fray, and

by a lucky coincidence, the Leinster chieftains were just in the mood to

oblige him.

Feagh Mac Hugh O'Byrne, Lord Baltinglass, and The O'Toolc, occu-

pied the defiles of Glendalough, Glenmalure, and Glen Imayle, and from

these positions Lord Grey vowed to dislodge them ; but his lordship was
rashly premature. He assembled all the English troops, horse, foot,

and artillery, available in Leinster, and marched them to Glenmalure,

where he found his opponents quite ready and willing to receive him ; in

fact, the effusive and demonstrative natui-e of the reception was so warm
that it completely overwhelmed him.

This great battle of Glenmalure, proving as it did for the thousandth

time, the indomitable and unflinching bravery of the Irish soldier, was

commenced by Lord Grey personally posting the cavalry which he com-

manded so as to surround a wood in which a contingent of the Irish were,

and to so hem them in as to avoid any chance of escape. It was main-

tained with stern obstinacy and great spirit for many hours by both sides,

and terminated in the complete victory of Feagh Mac Hugh and his brave

compatriots ; the English soldiers were cut to pieces, and the vaunting lord

deputy and the remnant of his cavahy had to make a hasty and undigni-

fied retreat to the shelter of Dublin Castle,

The loss to the English was immense, and besides the eight hundred

soldiers slain on the field. Sir Peter Carew, Colonel Moore, Capt. Audley,

and many other distinguished English commanders went to swell the

roll of fatal casualties ; and here, too, at the hands of the clansmen, retri-

butive justice overtook the notorious Captain Cosby, the cold-blooded

murderer of Mullaghmast.

The details of the battle of Glenmalure are entered into at coasider-

able length in the History of the Clan O'Toole, to which we refer our

readers, and trust that it will be of interest to them.

In these wars of 1580, and following years, we find the Irish and
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Anglo-Hibernian chiefs, ancient and modern, -with the usual doomed

fatality of Irisli efiorts, disunited—some for, some against.

This war is sometimes known in historj- as the "Tyrone "War," the

Earl of Tyrone being the commander-in-chief.

It is also designated by Philip O'Sullivan, in his Catholic History, as

"Bellum quindecirn annoruni,'" because it commenced in the thirty-first

year of Queen Elizabeth, and continued until her death, which took place

in the forty-fifth year of her reign.

Hitherto, the wars with the English were for the preservation of

their hearths and homes ; but in this struggle, to make it still more

deadly, was added the freedom of their holy religion, which these Saxon

marauders wanted to deprive the Irish of. Hence it was that this war

was truly and really a religious war, and those Catholics who lost their

lives and theii- estates through it, sacrificed them nobly for holy Church

and conscience sake.

A short summary by provinces of those who fought on one side or

the other may be of interest : and we give, first

:

MODERN IRISH CHIEFTAINS IN ELIZABETH'S INTEREST.

MUNSTER.

Thomas Butler (surnamed Dhuv), the Black Ormond.

Barry The Great (Mor), Viscount Buttevant.

Mac Pierce Butler, Baron Dunboyne.

Courcey—Baron de Courcey.

Burke—Baron Castieconnell.

CONNAUGHT.

TJlick Burke and Ptichard, his son.

Earl of Clanrickarde, surnamed The Kaval, who disputed the estates

of Clan TN'illiams.

Mac Pheoris (Bermingham). Baron of Dunraorris.
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modern irish chieftains supporting elizabeth.

Leinster.

Henry, William, and Gerald Fitzgerald, Earls of Elildaro.

Preston, Viscount Gormanstown.

Kugent, Baron of Delvin.

Fleming, Baron of Slane.

Barnewall, Baron of Trimblesto'wn.

Plunkett, Baron of Killeen.

A^•CIE^T IRISH CHIEFTAINS SUPPORTING ELIZABETH.

MUNSTER.

Donogh O'Brien, Prince of Limerick, Earl of Thomond.

Murrough O'Brien, Baron of Inchiquin.

Mac Carthy Eiagh, Prince of Carberry.

Charles Mac Cartliy, son of Dermod, Prince of Muskerry.

CONNAUGHT.

0' Conor Don, Prince of Magherry.

Prince O'MelacMan.

ancient irish chieftains who supported faith and fatherland.

Ulster.

Hugh O'Is'eill, Prince and Earl of Tyrone, with his party, as follows:

Macgennis, Prince of Iveach.

Mac Mahon, Prince of Uriel.

Mac Guire, Prince of Fermanagh.

O'Cahane, Prince of Arachty.

James and Eonald Mac Donnell, Princes of Glynn.

O'Hanlon, Prince of Orior,
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O'Donnell, Prince of Tyrconnell, with his party, as follows :

Mac Sweeney, Prince of Tuach.

Mac Sweney, Prince of Fenid.

Mac Sweeney, Prince of Bannuch.

O'Dogherty, Prince of Innishowen.

The O'Boyles.

MrNSIER.

O'Sullivan, Prince of Bere and Bantry,

Daniel O'Sullivan Mor (The Great), whose father, Prince of Dun-
kerrin, was dispensed from taking part in the war, owing to his advanced

age.

O'Connor, Kerry, Prince of Arachly.

Donagh McCarthy Mac Donagh, son of Cormac.

• Dermot McCarthy Mac Donagh, son of Owen, both competitors for

the principality of Alia.

O'Mahony of Carberry.

O'Donovan.

O'Donohue of Onachty.

O'Donohue of the Yale.

ancient irish chieftains who fought for faith and fatherland.

Leixster.

Although the chief heads of this province espoused the queen's cause

and interests, there were, nevertheless, many noblemen of ancient clans

to oppose them, and to take up arms in defence of their religion, of whom
the most distinguished were :

The O'Bymes.

aheO'Tooles.

The Kavanaghs.

The O'Connors Faly.

The O'Mordhas, or O'Moraas, of Leix.
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CONXAUGHT.

O'Ruark, Prince of BrefEny.

Mac Dermott, Prince of Moylurg.

O'Kelly, Prince of Maineek.

Mac Geoghegans, princes.

In addition to the foregoing, we may give the names of the following,

among other noblemen of English extraction, who made common cause

with the Munster chieftains.

irCNSTEE NOBLES OF ENGLISH EXIRACTION WHO SYMPATHISED WITH THE IRISH

IN THEIR STRUGGLES FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM.

Eoche, Viscount Fermoy.

Eichard Butler, Viscount Mountgarrett.

Mac Morris, otherwise Fitz-Morris, Baron Lis;.an.

Thomas Butler, Baron Cahir.

Prince Patrick Condon, Condon and Clongibbons.

Eichard Purcell, Baron Luochny.

William Fitzgerald, Knight of Kerry, Lord of the Valley.

Edmond Fitzgerald, The White Knight.

Besides the foregoing, who were in possession of their estates, and

nobly risked them for conscience sake, there were others who, in addi-

tion to their risk, left the service of the Queen, and joined their lot with

those Catholics sti'uggling to be free. Among those were Florence and

Daniel Mac Carthy, who were for a considerable time possessors of the

principality of Clancanhoe.

O'Connor, Prince of Sligo.

James Fitzgerald, Earl of Desmond.

Mac William.

Owen O'Morrha.

Mac William Burke, Baron Leitrim.

Vide O'Sullivan, "Oath. Historicus," Vol. III., Lib. 11., Cap. 4.
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Unfortunately, we have not authenticated particulars of the many

battles fought during this fifteen years' war, except the few garbled and

distorted reports which we find among the State Papers in the Record

Office, and 0' Sullivan's "Catholic History," which is very meagre ; but

enough can be gleaned from them to convince us that these nobles, with

our forefathers, fought gallantly side by side, and made every sacrifice to

defend the glorious old faith handed down to them from St. Patrick.

"We also know that the inevitable result of the overwhelming odds

pitted against them by Elizabeth, was the loss of their estates and all their

worldly possessions ; but against the retention of the holy faith, all the

efforts of her hosts, and all the frauds, finesses, and legal chicanery of her

unscrupulous agents were as nought. That, thank God, they retained

unsullied, and transmitted it to us, to-day, pure and undefiled ;
sacred and

inviolable.

'• Thy rival was honoured, while thou wert wi'ong'd and scom'd

;

Thy crown was of briars, while gold her brows adorned

;

She woo'd me to temples, while thou lay'st hid in caves

;

Her friends were all masters, while thine, alas ! were slaves

;

Tet, cold in the earth at thy feet I would rather be,

Than wed what I love not, or turn one thought from thee."

Our immortal bard has well convoyed in the lines above the love of

our forefathers for their Church, and the temptations they had to resist,

the deprivations they had to submit to, consequcut upon their firm and

unyielding determination to avoid the seductive enjoyments and blandish-

ments of that new-fangled doctrine set up by their persecutors, and desig-

nated, forsooth, the " Reformation."

"We find, in the year 1594, that Feagh MacHugh O'Byrne, the sworn

enemy of the English, and young Edward Eustace, of the illustrious house

of Baltinglass, rescued from the Castle of Dublin, after seven years' cap-

tivity, the following Irish noblemen, viz., young Hugh O'Donnell, DaniLl

MacSweeney (surnamed Gorm), Huan O'Gallachur, Henry and Art (the
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sons of Shane) O'N'eill, and Phillip O'Eeilly. Having gained over the

gaolers of the Castle prison, Feagh and Edward sent to the prisoners a

piece of linen cloth, supposed to be for their personal use. This the

prisoners cut into strips, and knotted them so firmly together as to form a

rope, by means of which they were enabled to descend at midnight in

safety, with the exception of Art O'Xeill, who was so severely wounded
by a stone falling upon him that he died shortly afterwards from its

effects.

These noble captives, thus delivered from prison, quitted the city be-

fore break of day. It was the depth of winter, and the roads were in

desperate condition, and in consequence of the circuitous route they had

to travel, seeking all the bypaths and loneliest passes of the mountains in

order to evade the enemy, they were almost exhausted by fatigue, hunger,

and thirst, before they reached the sheltering welcome of Glenmalure.

Here they received the kind and motherly nursing of Kosa O'Toole, wife

of Feagh MacHugh, until they were able to make good their way to Ulster.

The young Hugh O'Donnell, Prince of Tyrconnell, thus timely delivered

from a gloomy fate, was one of the most powerful nobles of Ireland, next

to O'Neill. He was named by the Irish, Bal Dearg O'Donnell. Although

young, having barely attained his twentieth year, he had already distin-

guished himself in the exercise of warfare and field sports, and was alike

remarkable for his prudence and virtue, and not less for his zeal in support

of the holy Koman Catholic religion.

Upon his arrival at Tyrconnell, his father, who was now advanced in

years, yielded up to him his rights, titles, and privileges, and he was, by

the universal voice of a people who idolized him, proclaimed and crowned

Prince of Tyrconnell.

Hugh was not long in rekindling the flames of war in Ulster, and

this acted as a stimulant to the English of the Pale to renew their perse-

cutions in Leinster; and again we find Walter Fitzgerald, Feagh ]\IacHugh

O'Byrne, Felim O'Toole, Tirlagb, Felim, and Eaymond O'Bp-ae, sons of

Feagh MacHugh, all once more united in having recourse to arms,

and striking yet another blow for the old, old cause ; and though victory
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cro\raed their efforts on many a hard-fought field, the brute force of num-
bers told in the end, and many of the chieftains, amongst whom was
Walter Fitzgerald, sacrificed their lives in the support of their religion.

The English Government at this period, wishing to enter into a nego-
tiation with O'Keill and several of the other Catholic Confederate chieftakis,

effected a truce for about two months, i.e., from 27th of October to the
commencement of January. This is evidence in itself that the Irish were
ha^-ing the best of it, for then, as well as to-day, when the nefarious pro-
jects of the Government are progressing in accordance with their wishes,

we find no inclination on their part for parley or conference ; it is only
when stern necessity points out to them that their action is likely to end
in their own discomfiture that they ever dream of condescending to enter
into the field of debate or argument with the Irish.

In the meantime the castle of Monaghan surrendered to Conn (son of

O'Neill), aided by O'Donnell and MacMahon. When the time of trace

expired, a commission was forwarded by the English Government to Sir

Eobert Gardiner and Sir Henry Wallop, empowering them to conclude a
peace with the Catholics of Ulster. The commissioners engaged upon this

mission lost no time in proceeding to Dundalk for the purpose, but the
Irish, not having sufficient confidence in them, held a conference in an
open plain in presence of the two armies, which were close by.

The Catholics demanded three points—first, general liberty of con-

science
; second, general pardon for the past ; third, that there should be

neither garrison, sheriff, nor any judicial officer in their province, except
in the towns of Newry and Carrickfergus.

These articles not suiting the tastes of the English commissioners,

tlie conference terminated without coming to any conclusion, notwith-

standing the truce was prolonged to the 1st of April.

It having finally terminated, the deputy and General Norris hastened

to join the army at Dundalk ; but the jealousy which existed between
them as to who should take the command led to their immediate disunion.

The deputy, placing himself at the head of the troops, marched from Dun-
dalk in expectation of making himself master of Armagh ; but in this he

41
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was foiled by the forces under O'Neill, who was accompanied by Mac-

Guire, O'Cahan, and the two sons of O'Hanlon, and other noblemen.

The action which took place on this occasion between the rival armies

commenced at Killcluona with equal ardour, and after a severe contest the

English were forced to retreat upon Newry, leaving six hundred men slain

upon the field, while the loss sustained by O'lseill did not exceed two

hundred. The deputy's want of success in Ulster induced him to quit the

province, and resigning the command of his troops to Norris, he returned

to Dublin.

The Catholics of Leinster were again under arms. Feagh MacHugh
O'Byme, Felim O'Toole, and Donal Spaniagh (the Spaniard), chief of the

Kavanaghs, united their forces, and ravaged the county of Dublin, and up

to Wexford. The O'Connors did the same in O'Faley country. Con-

naught was in a state of combustion, the people there having been joined

by a corps of Scotch, spreading terror all roimd them.

Eussell, now lord deputy, marcbed an army into Connaught, and

laid siege to the castle of Losmage, which belonged to O'Madden. When
called upon to surrender, the assailants were indignantly answered

—

"that if their whole army was composed of deputies, it would not induce

them to yield, nor lower their flag one inch." The castle, liowever, being

weakly fortified, was, after a vigorous resistance, taken by the deputy,

with the loss of about forty men. Again, in this year, 1596, the

queen and council of England became desirous of establishing a peace with

O'Keill, and with this end two commissioners, viz., General Korris, and

Fenton, Secretary of State, were charged with the overtures.

They proceeded to Dundalk, wh-.-re they had an interview with

O'Neill ; but that prince not having sufficient reliance in their good faith,

and proposing as the first conditions the three points submitted on a for-

mer occasion, this, as well as former coufercnceij, came to nought.

Shortly after Sir Edtvard Moore was despatched by Elizabeth with a

pardon for The O'Neill, signed by the queen herself ; and thougli lack of

gallantry cannot be assigned to him, he upon this occasion was non-appre-

ciative enough to refuse the epistle. A more welcome present arrived at
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this juncture, in the shape of three small vessels laden -svith gunpowder,
and having two hundred men on board, consigned to O'Donnell, from
Spain, with a promise of much larger supply.

O'Is'eill wrote now to Fiach Mac Hugh O'Byme, O'Toole, and other
Leinster chieftains in terms of encouragement, escorting them to as ably
support him in the future as in the past, as allies in the common cause; and
he received from them the most favourable replies. He likewise maintained
a friendly understanding with the best disposed portions of the inhabitants
of Munster

; this he was enabled to do through the aid of Clan Shyhyes,
whom he sent expressly into the province with letters of credit signed by
himself.

O'Neill's letters to the nobles of Leinster produced a great effect.

Fiach Mac Hugh immediately recommenced hostilities. He took the for-
tress of Bally-na-Cor and demolished its fortifications. He then, in con-
junction with the O'Tooles, Xavanaghs, O'Moores, O'Connors, andButlers,
demanded, sword in hand, the immediate restoration of their several
estates unlawfully forfeited ; upon which, the deputy marched against
them. The Butlers were pursued by the Earl of Ormond (who,°after
renouncing his religion, sacrificed his nearest relatives), while the
O'Moores and O'Connors remained exposed to the insults of Sir Anthony
St. Leger. Connaught, also, was not less disturbed, Richard Bingham
being in arms against the Burkes, O'Eoui-kes, and the O'Tooles of Omey,
in the west of that province, and it was in this conflict that Tiboid, or
Theobald O'Toole, chief of his name then, was slain, a.d. 1596.

The King of Spain, knowing that the Queen of England had made
many and frequent overtures to O'Neill, O'Donnell, and other Irish nobles
who had recourse to arms in defence of their faith, sent them an express
exhorting them to maintain a steady perseverance, and renewing his
promises of material assistance.

In the interim Armagh was surprised by the English, who took up
their quarters there. O'Keill was sore distressed at finding this holy
town of Saint Patrick's own founding profaned by heretics, by whom
nothing was held sacred. The English placed a strong garrison there.
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and it was like\nse protected by an army encamped near the town, under

the command of General Norris.

The O'Neill, not conceivincj it advisable to undertake a siep^e, made a

movement with his army, which succeeded in its purpose of drawing ofi

Korris, and causing him to give battle to Tyrone's forces, near the church

of Killotir, where, notwithstanding the advantage of superior numbers in

the English army, O'Neill's vigorous troops overpowered them, and drove

them back upon Armagh, whither O'Xeill followed them and put many
to the sword.

Korris escaped, and leaving five hundred men in garrison at Armagh,

in command of Francis Stafford, retired with the remainder of his army

towards Dundalk.

O'Neill, who was now master of the situation, was enabled, from his

position to intercept all convoys of provisions intended for Armagh, by

which means a famine ensued, followed by a plague, which in a short time

carried off many.

The English in Dundalk, having been apprised of the wretched con-

dition of the garrison of Armagh, forwarded several waggons of provisions

for its relief, under au escort of three companies of infantry and a squad-

ron of dragoons. O'Neill being thoroughly informed of this manojuvre,

succeeded in surprising the convoy, putting every man of the escort

to the sword, and liis penetrating discernment enabling him to take ad-

vantage of all contingencies, favourable and otherwise, he advised and

arranged the following ruse de guerre, which was attended with the most

satisfactory results.

He ordered a portion of his command, both horse and foot, to equip

themselves with the uniforms and appointments of the skin escort, and

proceed with the supplies, in oue body, with the Engli:^h colours fi3'ing,

towards the ruins of a monastery which stood witiiin the range of the

guns from the walls of Armagh.

O'Keill himself, at the head of the remainder of his forces, pursued

this apparent English enemy, who made a feint of resistance, but at length

giving way, sounded a retreat ; all this under the eyes of Stafford, with
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his garrison stamng, and seeing tlie much coveted snpplies about to vanish

from before iheir very faces, was more than he could stand, so he ordered

an immediate sally from the garrison to go to the support of their supposed

countrymen.

With alacrity half of the garrison rushed out and hastened to the

scene of the mimic battle, •u-hen, to tlieir great dismay, they found not

only O'Neill prepared to meet them, but the very men they came to suc-

cour charged them on all sides, while, to cap the climax of their misfor-

tunes, Con, son of O'Neill, vrho, with some companies of infantry, had

been lying in ambush in the monastery, took them in the rere. The
English, thus hemmed in by enemies upon all sides, were cut to pieces in

sight of the remainder of the garrison ; and Stafford, finding himself with-

out any further resource, surrendered to O'Keill, who gave him liberty to

go join the Engli.sh army at Dundalk, and recount, for the delectation of

his superior officers, how The O'Neill dished them out of Armagh.

O'Neill nest made an attack upon the castle of Carlingford, in which

he was unsuccessful, and then sent his son-in-law, Henry Oge O'Neill,

with some troops into the English Pale for the purpose of creating a diver-

sion in favour of tlie Catholics of Leinster, who were then under arms.

The continued tyranny and the base cruelties of Sir Eichard Bingham

at length disgusted the throne and the English Privy Council, and though

they certainly were not over squeamish where the lives and properties of

the Irish were concerned, still, they were forced to " draw the line " at

Bingham, and dismiss this monster of iniquity from the governorship of

Connaught, replacing him by Sir Conyers Clifford.

The art of fortification being but little understood, they were obliged

to make up for their lack of engineering skill by having a larger number

of men, and for this reason O'Neill evacuated Armagh and Portmore,

which were immediately taken possession of by General Norris, who gar-

risoned them, and appointed Sir Eenry Davis to the command of the

former.

Norris endeavoured to make further inroads, but was again stopped

by O'Neill, whom he found encamped in his road, and occupied his troops
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in constructing a field work, wliich has since been called Mount Norris,

and is situated in the barony of Yews, between Armagh and Kewry.
It was some time, owing to the frequent attacks made by O'Neill,

before the fortification was finished, but being at length completed, it was
garrisoned by Korris, who, after appointing General Williams to the com-

mand, returned with the remainder of his army to Dundalk. During his

absence, however, he lost all the places he had taken; Mount Norris.

Portmore, and Armagh surrendered again to O'Xeill, who sent the diffe-

rent garrisons home. In vain did Korris return to the charge, with all

his combined forces; he was again completely routed by 0'ls"eill at

Malach Breac, in the territory of Orior. Korris, after having made three

inefiectual attempts to rally his shattered forces, was himself severely

wounded, and this was the last time he ever measured swords with O'Neill.

The generals under O'Neill, particularly MacGuire, who was in command
of the cavalry, distinguished themselves particularly upon this occasion.

In the month of May, 1597, one of those base, perfidious acts of

treachery for which the Castle authorities have been such adepts in the

past, as well as in our own day, was perpetrated by the lord deputy on

Feagh MacHugh O'Byrne, who, in accordance with an understanding be-

tween O'NeiU and himself, was in a quiescent state. Further negotiations

had again been resumed between O'Neill and the English government, and
Feagh was requested by O'Neill to remain quiet pending same, promising

that no terms would be concluded between him and the English in which

the interests of Feagh would not receive every attention.

Naturally honourable himself, and lulled into a false security by
judging others from the standpoint of his own manliness, Feagh did not

adopt those precautionary measures he would have done were he in

what may be termed his normal condition, viz., at " daggers drawn " with

the English of the Pale.

The deputy was not influenced by such a fine sense of honour or

good faith ; his creed was to get rid of a formidable enemy by any means,

knowing full well that he would never be reprimanded by the English

court for any violation of the law of treaties, or checked for any illegal
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acts committed in his zeal for the compassing of the death of The

O'Brrne. . ,

'The usual tactics \rore then employed, nor \ras the temptation ot

En-lish gold left out, and we sorrowfully have to piit on record, not

without finding one base enough to succumb to its influence.
_

One of

Fea^h's own followers betrayed bim (a base hireling known to history as

onc^^Duff) ; and Feagh MacHugh O'Byrne, the illustrious chief of his

clan and the glorious defender of his creed and country, was stolen

upoi in the quiet enjovment of his home, where he was taking a needed

rest from his warUke occupation, in the fancied security of a truce and

there, in the presence of his family, ruthlessly slaughtered, his body

hacked, and his venerable head sent as a trophy to the queen, that her

grinning sycophantic courtiers might feast their eyes upon it
;
but when

these sightless orbs were endowed with life not one among them would

have dared to smile within the radius of their fiery glance.

We have entered more fully into the details of Feagh MacHugh s

murder in the History of the Clan O'Toole, to which we would invite

our reader, rather than tire him with their recapitulation here.

Fea-h left two sons, Phelim and Kaymond, who inherited their

father's valour and zeal in the cause of their holy religion. Phelim left

the command of their shattered clan and hopes to Raymond while he

repaired to Ulster to seek at the hands of O'Neill, the bosom friend and

faithful ally of their butchered sire, some material aid that would enable

them to strike a blow to avenge the base and bloody death to which he

was subiccted. ,. ,., -i
• ^

O'Neill received him with the utmost cordiality; he sincerely

condoled with him on his sad loss, nor did he confine himself to that

too-often worthless sympathy of the lips-no, O'^edl was far more

practical. His sympathy took the tangible shape of three hundred and

fifty tried warriors, good men and true, commanded by a nobleman of

Leinster, Brian Pdach O'Morra (O'Moore). The.e were given to Pnelim

who was exhorted by O'Neill to make good use of them. He returned with

them to the O'Byme's country, and on his arrival there he proved to
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O'Neill's comfort, his otto satisfaction, and the utter consternation of the

Saxon " land-grabbers," that those strong-handed sympathizers from

TJlster were not thrown away upon him, as, aided by his own clan, they

fell upon those who had taken possession of the estates of his father, and
had no trouble in routing them out, as, after getting a taste of the quality

of the stuff in store for them, they, after being thoroughly defeated in a

few skirmishes, fled with their lives in their hands to the shelter of

Dublin Castle.

After this Brian O'Morra determined to do a little campaigning on

his own account; so to prevent his command getting rusty through

inactivity, he marched his troops towards Lochgarme, in the County
"Wexford, pillaging the English everywhere he found them, and aided by
four hundred Leinster auxiliaries, cut to pieces a large English force,

sent out to intercept and defeat him.

After the death of the celebrated Eory O'More, who was slain in an

engagement with the English, his two sons, Owen and Edmund, were

placed under the protection of Phelim O'Byrne, who had them educated

in a manner suitable to their birth and pretensions ; and upon Owen
attaining the age of twenty-one, he equipped him in good style, and sent

him to Leis to support his rights in that quarter. His claims were at

once acknowledged by the vassals of his father, and he was declared

" The O'Moore," i.e., the legitimate representative of the principality of

Leix.

In 1599. as we are told by Camden, the affairs of Ireland had

become most deplorable ; rebellion was extending throughout the length

and breadth of the island. "In rebellionem enim gens fere, universa

proruperat." In fact, the English in Ulster were limited to the possession

of a few strongholds, while a considerable portion of the Munster chief-

tains were up in arms.

The O'Byrne?, OTooles, O'Kavanaghs, Eustaces, O'Moores, and

O'Connors, with others of the Leinster chieftains, had leagued with the

MacGeoghegans and Terrels to support their rights.

The O'Euarks, with some of the Burkes, and other powerful leaderfi
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in Connaught, embraced the national cause, so tliat Elizabeth found
herself upon the xorge of losing all po-sver and authoritj- over the island.

She had no longer any one capable of governing it. Marshal Bagenal
had been killed ; Eichard Bingliam, who had been sent over immediately
to replace him, died soon after his arrival in Ireland. IS'orris, the
governor of Munster, and St. Leger, the prefect of Leix, had perished by
tlie avenging swords of the Irish Catholics. Lord Ormond was nominally
commander of the queen's forces, but his ability as a general not corres-
ponding with his loyaltj, Elizabeth was obliged to consult her council
upon the selection of a general more capable of suppressing the increasing
disorders of the day.

Charles Blunt, Lord Baron Mountjoy, had been chosen by the
majority of the council, when Eichard, Earl of Essex, whose ambition
was boundless, insinuated that Mountjoy was not a right or proper person
to be empowered with such a command, he not having acquired sufficient

experience in the art of war ; his habits, moreover, being of too studious
a nature. His lordship urged further, that it would be most advisable in

the existing state of affairs in Ireland, to select a commander from
amongst the richest of the nobility of England, one who had previously
commanded an army, and who would be a favourite with tlie troops,

thereby evidently bringing himself to notice as the fittest person for the
office, and he was accordingly appointed Lord Lieutenant of Ireland.

Shortly after his arrival, the O'Byrnes and O'Tooles gained a signal

victory over Sir Henry Harrington, whom Essex had appointed to the

chief command, in the glens of Wicklow, at which defeat Essex was so

exasperated that to punish the cowardice of the English troops who were
engaged in it, he caused them to be decimated. We have sho^vn in

the History of the Clan O'Tcole that when Essex himself personally

engaged tlie Irish he fared little better at their hands, and the account of

his downfall, recall, and death, are there recorded, and may prove of

interest to our readers.

In the month of December, a.d. ICOO, Lord Mountjoy, who had
succeeded the Earl of Essex as lord deputy, entered the County Wicklow,



30 HISTORY OF THE CLA.N o'bYRXE [a.D. 1600.

for the purpose of chastising the O'Byrnes and O'Tooles for the frequent

incursions made by them upon the lauds in the vicinity of Dublin.

After having vainly endeavoured to surprise Phelim O'Byme in his

own house, Mountjoy made prisoners of his wife and eldest son, devastated

the country round, burning houses, granaries, etc., etc., and laying waste

all before him. After garrisoning the towns of TuUagh and Wicklow,

the lord deputy proceeded to Monastereven, subsequently to Trim and

Mullingar, then to Athlone and Drogheda, from which latter place he

took his departure for Dublin on the 26th of the following April, having

previously ordered that troops should be marched to the several garrisons.

Upon his arrival in Dublin he received orders to invest Niall Garvo

O'Donnell with the principality of Tyrconnell, and Connor Roe MacGuire

with that of Fermanagh, in preference to their duly constituted legitimate

princes. Thus was Maguire recompensed for having made a prisoner of

Cormac O'Keill, nephew of 0'15'eill, and the tanist of his clan.

This plan of establishing opposition or queen's chieftains in the

clans was of more effect in ultimately promoting the queen's interests in

Ireland than whole battalions of English soldiers could be. By support-

ing the interests of the collateral branches against the legitimate heads

elected by their clans, the crown stirred up a division amongst them with

respect to hereditary and elective rights to the chieftainship and property

in land ; and, to our sorrow and their disgrace, it must be acknowledged

that some were found sufficiently cowardly and cringing to assist the

crown in this disastrous policy. The queen's prot^g^s w^ere named the

" Queen's Maguire," the " Queen's O'Donnell," etc., etc., to distinguish

them from the legitimate chiefs.

The year 1603 is the time at which we fix the almost entire reduc-

tion of Ireland under the English yoke. A historian, in his remarks

upon this subject, says

:

" The English pride themselves upon the subjection of this kingdom,

which was not effected until after four centuries of warfare, whilst they

will not agree as to the conquest of England, the fate of which was

decided in a single day at Hastings, by "William the Conqueror." Do
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they pretend that their couseut was then a condition, without which the

Duke of Nonnaudy could not have reigned over them ? It is this

imagination which renders them more vain. The Irish had fought for

their liberty, until the end of the reign of Elizabeth, their chiefs still had

their troops in the field, they were awaiting fresh reinforcements from

Spain, and only laid down their arms upon the terms of an advantageous

capitulation. Such then is the pretended and much vauuted, so-called

conquest of Ireland.

With regard to the immediate fortunes of the O'Byrnes, we quote

here again the following communication from Lord Deputy Mountjoy to

Sir George Carew. This is given already in the History of the Clan

O'Toole, but as it equally effects the O'Byrnes we re-insert it :

—

" Tradagh (Drogheda), 4th April, 1601. Phelim MacFeagh, having

heard that others sped no better than he, and yet are desirous to come in,

their countries being spoiled, seeing no hope to recover himself, hath made

his submission to the Council of Dublin, and put in his pledges."

" Phelim O'Toole of the Fartrie, and all thereabouts being now quiet,

we shall have time the more freely to apply ourselves to the services of

greater importance."

Ko doubt Phelim adopted this course as a " dernier resort," and also

as being the most prudent one to take ; no doubt he had his own mental

reservations, and also hoped that when the present storm was lulled, he

might be reinstated in his possessions. This time he was right in his

surmises, as we find later on in the State Papers, that on the accession of

James I, the following grant was made by royal letters to the O'Byrnes :

—

"On the 25th March, 1604, Phelim 6'Byrne, had granted to him,

pursuant to the Privy Seal, dated 26th September, 1603, the towns and

lands of Corballie, Ballinockin, Grenane, a moiety of Bally-Eustace, &c.,

&c., producing a rent of £100, payable by five tenants of said territory,

Panelagh, in money counted, or in cattle, at the selection of said tenants,

in manner following : A good ox at 15s., a mutton at 2s., a hog at 4s.

English—in lieu of divers Irish customs, callings, casualties, to the late

feagh MacHugh O'Byrne. belonging to said territory—all which war©
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the possessions of said Fengh, late of Ballinacor, slain in rebellion and

nnder the King's lands, and right of the Crown.''

"We may well suppose that the brothers, who were now in possession

of the patrimony of their father, were well satisfied to quietly enjoy the

same, and to cultivate their paternal acres in peace. They had had enough

of warfare, and by their manly and independent protest, maintained by

their swords, had thus procured from King James, letters confirmatory of

Elizabeth's grant to them of the estates held by their father. Naturally

enough, they now longed for repose, and, trusting in the written word of

two English monarchs, looked forward to the time when their children)

and their children's children, would hold their inheritance safe, guarded

by the Crown, in peace for ever.

And we must acknowledge, that so long as James lived they -were

not disturbed, although many attempts were made by his followers, who
hungsred after the estates of them and other outlawed Irish chieftains.

The plantation of the six northern counties acted as a powerfully

appetizing tonic on the land hunger of the needy Scotch and English

adventurers, "who hung around the council chambers at Whitehall, or the

halls of Dublin Castle. The good luck of theii- friends in the North

caused them to turn theii- anxious eyes upon, and set their greedy and

covetous hearts longing for the possession of the estates of the Leinster

chieftains as well.

There is not on record (and there is no lack of them) a more

flagitious and diabolical scheme than that adopted for the purpose of

ousting the brothers O'Byrne out of their properties. Begun in 1625, it

was con£umm.ated in 1628, by the joint machinations of the renegade Lord

Esmond and Sir William Parsons, who employed the most wicked devices

and the basest means that the devil himself could inspii-e or suggest, to

effect their purpose.

The official documentswhich we give in this sketch, anent this particular

plot, will show that the exterminators of our own day, even the very

worst of them, were angels of mercy when compared with the two

execrable %allains we have named above ; and when we consider that the
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O'Byrne's case may be taken as an index for -what -was occurring on the

estates of many another Irish chieftain, -we can form in our own minds a

pretty correct opinion of the purity of the original source from -which some
of the landed proprietors of the present day deduce their sacred, inalien-

able rights to the soil, and who so loudly cry out robbery and communism
if the rightful owners—the poor peasantry—the doscendants of these same

robbed and defrauded chieftains—have the hardihood to even demur
against the starvation and exterminations to which they have been so long

and so cruelly subjected. "Well may they cry out

:

"Tuquosque! Domine! Tu quosque."

Although active operations were not openly carried on until James I.

passed away, we have quite enough of proof to show that the scheme was
" a-brewiug," as we find in the following State paper :

—

February 20th, a.d. 1617.—" The king's warrant for a grant to Sir

Patrick Maule. On request made on behalf of the freeholders of the

Byrnes' country (Wicklow), the surrenders of their land have been

accepted, and grants made in fee-farm (notwithstanding the royal title to

many parcels of the land).

" As the inhabitants pleasinge themselves with their barbarous

customs of tanistry and gavelkind, and their petty cavills impede the

reducing of that country to that civility which other parts of that kingdom
have embraced. We have thought good to quicken them to passe their

lands, by demanding our right to their intrusions, concealed wardships, fines

for alienations without licence, meane proffetts, releefs, sumraes of money for

respite of homage. Sir Patrick Maule having offered to discover things of

that nature in the O'Byrne country, and in Glencap iu the O'Tooles' country,

and to make the title of them good to us— ' three parts out of four '—all

the benefit that shall be made thereof is bestowed on him. He further

orders :
' A grant to be made out to Sir P. Maule, and a warrant to be

given to the Lord Chancellor to issue commissions, to inquire of the

premises in the said territories, and to command that the BaroLj of the

Exchequer, Bar, His Majesty's Counsel, and all the other officers and
ministers are to assist Sir P. Maule, and before any letters patent be passed
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of any lands in the said territories, the composition shall be first made by

the possessors for their intrusions, after which the discharge may be given

to the inhabitants."

Here we have an example of the anxious desires of the followers of the

king to get the lands of the O'Tooles and O'Bymes, and the intrigues and

foul devices which they used in order to succeed in their unjust project.

In the above they only pretended to take possession of the lands forfeited

by the O'Bymes and O'Tooles by the non-observance of the unjust laws,

but this was a mere cloak, the thin end of the wedge, as subsequent events

fully establish. We have here, too, pretty tangible proof of that vaunted

purity of the unsuUied ermine of the judicial bench, and how indignantly

it is repudiated that they could at any time be guided or led by any Castle

hints, but the impartial reader can glean sufficient from the " command

to the Barons, Bar, and K.C.'s '' of that day how they were supposed to act,

and " verbura sap.''

We find, further on, Lord Falkland, the new lord deputy, anxious to

signalize his term of office, with repeating the Ulster plantation process in

the O'Byrne and O'Toole country.

He is reported to have suggested to the Privy Council

:

May 23rd. a.d. 1 623.—" Not twenty miles from Dublin, the territories

Eanelagh, Imayle, Glengap, Cosha, part of the Byrnes' country, Shillelagh

and the Dufirys, should be transplanted as was Ulster;'' and in order to

have a pretext to act on, and authority for acting, we find him writing to

one Conway in a short time afterwards.

He requests him to let his majesty " know that he is in pursuit of a

dangerous conspii'acy, which seems to have spread itself in Lower

Leinster, as far as from the Wyndegates, in Wicklow, to Eoss, in

Wexford, about by the walls of Kilkenny, into the Townesend of Car-

logh, amongst those fourc nations, as they term themselves—The Butlers,

the Birnes, the Cavanaghs, and the Tooles.

" Of the Birnes, two of Phelim Maepheagh's sons are accused, the

eldest and the youngest, Bryan and Tirlogh, the most civilly bred of all

his sons. He has them both in Dublin Castle, and pregnant proofs
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against them, though both of them stand stiffly to the denial, but that is

no argument of their innocence."

Whether Sir Pat Maule and the lord deputy succeeded in their little

plot to the acme of their nefarious designs, we cannot say, but one thing
is certain, that the O'Byrnes were despoiled and robbed of their estates,

and sent adrift on the world, as the following extract from Carte's*
" Ormond " clearly proves :

—

" One case in truth was very extraordinary, and contains in it such
a scene of iniquity and cruelty that, considered in all its circumstances,
it is scarce to be paralleled in the history of any age or country.

" Pheagh MacHugh O'Byrne, lord of the O'Byrnes' country, now
called Eanelagh, in the County of Wicklow, having been killed in arms
towards the latter end of the reign of Elizabeth, she, by her letters

patent to Loftus and Gardiner, then lords justices, directed letters to be
made out for Pheliui MacPheagh to his eldest son, to leave to him and
his heirs the countries and possessions of which his father died seized.

" King James coming to the crown not long after, and in the begin-

ning of the reign gave the like directions for passing the said inheritance

to Phelim. This Sii- Eichard Graham, an old officer of the army,
endeavoured to obstruct, and in order thereunto sued out a commission,

directed to Sir Wm. Parsons and others, to inquii'e into the said lands,

and upon the inquisition they were found to be the inheritance of Phea"h
MacHugh O'Byrne, father of Phelim, and -^ere then in Phelim
MacPhelim's possession.

"King James thereupon, by a second letter, directed that Eanelagh
and all the lands whereof Phelim MacPheagh and Bryan, his son and
heir, were then seized, should be passed to them and theirs by letters

patent. In consequence whereof another office was taken, on which the

lands were found as in the former. The first office -nas not yet filled,

Sir Eichard Graham having opposed it, and by his interest and the credit

* Carte Tras a distinguished divine of the Protestant Church, and therefore not likely

to exaggerate in favour of the O'Bvmes. Had he any prejudices, we should expect them
to tend to shield the English. Kee his " Life of Duke of Ormond," 1735-6.

—

Ed.
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of a general book wliich he produced, he got the possession of part of

Phelim's lands in virtue of a warrant from the lord deputy.

" Sir James Fitzpiers-Fitzgerald attempted likewise to get another

part of them passed to him upon the like authority, but Bryan, the son

in whose possession they were, complaining of it at the council table, Sir

James's patent^was stayed.

"Encouraged by this success, Bryan applied himself next to the

king for redress against Sir Pdchard Graham, complaining that, contrary

to his majesty's letters patent, part of his lauds had been passed to the

said Richard Graham. King James ordered the cause to be heard in the

council board in Ireland and certificate to be made of the truth.

"At the hearing Sir Eichard Graham alleged that the lands were

the inheritance of certain freeholders, and not of Phclim nor his ancestors,

and a commission was ordered for examining witnesses upon this fact.

The council certified the king of their proceedings, and Sir Eichard

Graham, or an agent duly authorized by him, were required to repair

into England. Sir^ Eichard sent his son, William, who thought to get

Bryan's appeal dismissed by the help of the Duke of Buckingham, and

preferred a petition to the king, which the duke seconded. But the

Duke of Eichmond being present and knowing the case, acquainted his

majesty with the true state of the matter.

" The king thereupon referred the hearing and determining of it to

the two dukes, who appointed Sir Dudley Korton, Sir Francis Annesley,

Sir Henry Bouchier, and Mr. Eichard Hardress, one of the king's learned

counsel for the afiairs of Ireland, to hear the matter and certify the

facts.

" When the case was heard before them, Sir William Parsons pro-

duced a book before them (a book written by himself) ; this was calculated

to prove tbe lands in question to be the inheritance of freeholders, con-

trary to the ofDce which had been found before Sir William himself and

the other office which had beea taken (as is said above) in virtue of the

second letter of King James.

" The commissioners giving more credit to those offices than to Sir
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"William's book, Mr. Graham and he (Sir "W.), seeing the matter was
likely to go in favour of Phelim, started an objection, which effectually

prevented a final determination of that suit. It was a far fetch indeed,

and one that could not fail of success, for they undertook, with the

assistance of Lord Esmonde and Eedmond MacPheagh, to entitle the king
to the lands, or the general part of them, and to prove that they were
really vested in the crown. This immediately stopped proceedings on

the part of the commissioners, who would give no sentence in the case

where the crown was concerned, the right whereof they had no authority

to determine.

" The propositions for the benefit and service of the prince are always

favourably received, and a commission was early obtained, empowering
Sir "William Parsons and others to inquire of the said lands. Bryan
acquainting the Duke of Eichmond of this, his Grace wrote himself to

the lord deputy, and engaged the king and council of England to send

directions to him to stay the commission ; notwithstanding which the

commissioners went on with it, and an office was found that all the said

lands were the inheritance of Pheagh MacHugh, Phelim's father, who
died in rebellion.

" But as Queen Elizabeth had afterwards granted them to Phelim

and his heirs, and the king had confirmed the same by his letters patent,

the finding of this office need not have hindered the passing of them to

Phelim and Bryan, who were by these letters entitled to Pheagh's whole

inheritance.

"This, however, could not be obtained, the lands being intended to

pass into other hands. Bryan acquainted the king with these proceedings

and intentions, and got his majesty's letters to lord deputy and lord

chancellor of Ireland, directing that none of the said lands should pass,

by letters patent, lease, or otherwise, till the matter was heard at the

council table in England.

" It happened unluckily for Bryan that the Duke of Buckingham

had left for Spain before Sir Dudley Norton and the other commissioners

42
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had made their report, and •was so taken up after his return that he could

not meet the Duke of Eiehmond to settle and decide the affair ; but he

had a much greater misfortune in the sudden death of Richmond, which

happened soon after, and left Phelim and Bryan without a patron in the

court of England.
" Their enemies soon turned this to their own advantage, and Sir

"William Parsons got the lord deputy's warrant to the sheriff of Wicklow,

to put him in possession of their lands. The sheriff accordingly gave

Sir "William possession of that part which Phelim enjoyed, but Bryan

still kept the other part, which was in his own hands. Lord Esmonde

thereupon sent for him, and would have him refer the matter to his

decision, which Bryan declined, knowing that his lordship was a con-

federate of his adversary, as appeared afterwards, when that same lord

and Sir William Parsons shared the lands between them. This refusal

Lord Esmonde resented, and Sii' William Parsons afterwards sued Bryan

in the Exchequer for the lands of which he still retained possession, but

his bill was dismissed. Lord Esmonde, however, persisted in troubling

him for these very lands, but Bryan, maintaining his rights, he and his

brother, Tyrlagh, were, by the practices of their adversaries, committed

close prisoners to Dublin Castle on March 13th, 1625, upon the informa-

tions of Thomas Archer, Dermot M'Griffin, Cahir M'Edmond, MacArt,

and Edmond Duffe, all three of the name of Kavanagh. This last had

plundered one of Phelim' s tenant's houses, and carried off the man's wife

and cows. Phelim being a justice of the peace and of the quorum, upon

his tenant's complaint, issued a warrant to apprehend Duffe, who fled

first into Carlow, from thence into Kilkenny, where he was apprehended,

and then, by way of revenge and to save his own life, accused Bryan and

his brother, Tyilagh.

" Archer did not so readily submit his evidence. He was first

miserably tortured, put naked on a burning gridiron, and burned with

gunpowder, and at last suffered the strapado until he was forced to accuse

the two brothers, and then he obtained his pardon.

"Dermot M'Griffin and Cahir MacArt were afterwards executed at
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Elkenny, and declared at the hour of death that they had accused Bryan
and Tyrlagh Byrne falsely.

" Such Tvere the -witnesses that deposed against them
;

yet, upon
their information, two bills were preferred against them, and several

grand juries in the County of Carlow, not finding the bills, were
prosecuted in the star chamber and fined.

"The two brothers, however, were still kept close prisoners till the

20th August following, when Tyrlagh was enlarged on bail to appear in

ten days' warning, and Bryan was allowed the liberty of the prison.

This still disabling him fi'om taking care of his affairs, he petitioned the

couDci], who, refeiTing the matter to Lord Aungier and the Lord Chief

Justice, Bryan was set at liberty on Christmas Eve, but bound to appear

in court the first day of the next term. He appeared accordingly, and
nothing was alleged against him, yet the Lord Chief Justice was for

binding him over to the term following. Bryan opposed this, urging

that it was the motion of his old adversaries, and intended only to keep

him from following his business, and desired he might be bound
over to appear in Michaelmas term, which would give him time to go to

England and prosecute his affairs there.

" This was still thought too much liberty for a man to enjoy who
was supported in his cause by two letters, which King Charles, by the

advice of his Privy Council and Committee of Irish affairs, had sent over

to the lord deputy for passing the lands of Phelim and his son ; but the

great person who got possession of them, still found means to prevent the

eft'ect of these letters.

" And therefore a new prosecution was set on foot, and Bryan and

Tp'lagh, appearing on summons, were again, on K'ovember 2nd, 1627,

committed close prisoners to the castle of Dublin, loaded with irons,

without any diet from his Majesty, or leave for any friend to visit or

relieve them, even in the presence of the constable or his son.

"This was done upon the information of Art Mac Cahir Kavanagh,

who, being condemned at Carlow Assizes, was prevailed with to accuse the

two brothers, but being afterwards executed there to his sentence, he
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declared at liis execution to the sheriff (Mr. Patrick Esmonde), Lord

Esmonde's brother, that he had accused them falsely, and desired him to

certify the deputy of it ; their adversaries, however, resolved to go on, and

involve the three other brothers, and their father Phelim,in the same common

accusation of relieving and keeping company with one Murrough Baccagh

Cavanagh, who had for his crimes been banished for seven years, and

returning before the term expired, was killed in making resistance against

those who attempted to arrest him for contempt in returning—but yet was

under the king's protection— so that it was neither treason nor felony to

speak to him, neither had Phelim nor his son ever known or seen the

man
;

yet, this in defect of another, was to serve for the matter of their

accusation
;
probably because it best suited the witnesses who were to be

suborned, and being of a private nature was the less liable to be refuted.

" Phelim and his sons had been zealous in apprehending Brian

Eavanagh (Murrough Baccagh's brother) and two others concerned with

him in the murder of Mr. Ponte, for which they were executed, which

rendered it not very likely that Phelim should correspond familiarly or

criminally with Murrough—but natm-ally enough led people to think that

the latter's relations might, out of a spirit of revenge, be the more easily

di-awn to swear anything that would do mischief to the former, esi^eeially

when it would be the means of saving their own lives. Lord Esmonde

had then in prison one of Murrough' s nephews, who was with his uncle

when he was killed and had been in rebellion.

" He (Lord Esmonde) sent this man to Dublin to accuse Phelim and

his sons, which the threats of being hanged, and the promises of life and

pardon, prevailed upon him to do. James MeElife, brother-in-law to Bryan

Murrough Cavanagh, was made use of for the same purpose. One I\ otter,

a notorious thief, had been prosecuted so hard by Phelim for stealing cows

and five garrons from his tenants, that he was forced to fly the County

Wicklow, where two indictments for those thefts were found against him;

and being afterwards condemned for robbery in the Korth, he was sent

back to Dublin to purchase his life by accusing Phelim and his sons, for

which he was likewise rewarded with apparel and other necessaries.
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Gerald MacFerderough, brother-in-law to Shane Banc (-n-ho, being in

rebellion, was apprehended by Phclim's son, Hugh, and executed), had been

at the last assizes prosecuted by Pliolim, for robbing his house, and being

put in irons in the Castle of Dublin for another crime which he confessed,

was yet to join in due accusation. Edmond Duffe had been prosecuted by

Mrs."^ Wolverton, Phelim's daughter, and condemned for burglary. He
was afterwards carried to the gallows, and being ready to be turned off,

promised to accuse Phelim, and was saved from execution. Lisagh Duff

MacLochlin, a common thief, had, at the Wicklow assizes, upon the

prosecution of Luke Byrne, Phelim's nephew, been condemned for stealing

a horse, but upon becoming an accuser, was set free.

" Such were the witnesses made use of in this affair, none of whom

were produced in person, and yet it was resolved to find a bill against

Phelim and his five sons, at iVicklow assizes, upon which (as the men

could only speak Irish) their evidence was taken on Sir Henry Belling's

and Mr. Graham's interpretation. The Lord Chief Justice, upon most of

the cases, expressed doubts whether the jury could credit or not, upon

which Sir Henry Belling pressed him to sign the bill, and said that he

would undertake that the jury should find it.

"Proper means, indeed, were taken for it, and Lord Esmonde

had got Piers Sexton, who had married his niece, and was a

tenant to Sir Wm. Parsons, to be made High Sheriff for the job, although

he had no such freehold as would by statute qualify him for that office.

A grand jury was empanelled ; Sir James Fitzpiers-Fitzgerald, a mortal

enemy of Phelim and his family, and who had a promise of part of Phelim's

estates, or an equivalent in lieu thereof, was foreman of the grand jury,

though he had no land in the country. Sii- Henry Belling, who had

actually got possession of the said estates, was the second, most of the rest

were not freeholders, and all of them were allied to, or dependent on,

Lord Esmonde, Sir "William Parsons, and others who had interests in

Phelim's estates.

" 'Tis no wonder that such a jury found a bill, which was followed

two days after by the death of Phelim's wife, who expired of grief to see
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her husband's and children's lives and fortunes put into such hands, and

exposed to such imminent danger. She was buried in Wicklow, and her

body dug up three days afterwards.

" Though the grand jury had found the bill, yet other witnesses were

necessary for the trial of the parties, and Sir Henry Belling, who never

stuck at any practice, however execrable, to caiTy his point, and "William,

son of Sir Richard Graham, who had got into possession of some of Phelim's

estates of Cosha, undertook the finding of them.
" They were both of them Provost Marshals, and exerted all the power

of their posts for that purpose. 'Tis almost incredible what a number of

persons they took up and detained in prison for weeks and months together,

soliciting them all the while with promises of reward, and threats of

hardship, even of death itself, to accuse the gentlemen whose inheritance

they wanted to seize. Some they put on the rack, others were tried and

condemned by martial law, at a time when the courts of justice were sitting.

Some of the latter, who were executed in Dublin, as Shane O'Toole,

Lachlin O'Clary, Cahir Glasse (O'Toole), and his brother, declared at

their death, in the hearing of thousands, that they were executed because

they could not accuse Phelim and his sons ; and similar declarations were

made by others who suffered in the country.

" Some friends of the persecuted gentlemen, learning by how
infamous and detestable methods their lives and estates were attacked,

made application on their behalf to the king and council of England, with

such success that a commission was sent over to inquire into the afiair.

The chief of these friends who thus interposed was Sir Francis Annesley,

aftei-wards Lord Mount Norris ; and this (as far as I can find) seems to

me the only ground of imputation, laid upon him by a noble historian, of

being an enemy to the deputies of Ireland, and attacking them for their

administration as soon as they left the Government.
" The commission was directed to the Lord Primate of Ireland, the

Lord Chancellor, the Archbishop of Dublin, the Lord Chief Justice, and

Sir Anthony Savage, who sat on it day after day for a fortnight together,

in the latter end of November and the beginning of December, 1628,
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taking the depositions of a great number of witnesses ; wherein the truth

of the above-mentioned circumstances of this prosecution fully appeared

by the testimony of Mr. William Eustace, of Castlemartyr (father of Sir

Maurice Eustace, afterwards Lord Chancellor), and other unexceptional

persons. This restored the gentlemen to their liberty, though not to

their estates, a considerable part whereof, particularly the Manor of Carrick,

in the Eanelagh, which had been, during their imprisonment, passed to Sir

William Parsons by a patent dated the 4th of August, 1628."

Comment upon this long extract from Carte would be superfluous.

We would merely remind our readers to note well its source. This is

not the venomed, bitter outpourings of one of the homeless O'Byrnes,

smarting under his bitter wrongs, neither is it the language of a writer

with Irish blood in his veins and warm Irish sympathies pulsating

through his heart ; no, it is the cool, measured language of a clergyman

of the new English faith, whose honesty of purpose cannot be doubted,

and to whom all the greater credit is due for being able to rise superior

to those prejudices of class and country that so sadly warp the minds and

darken the judgment of his fellow-countrymen, when poor Ireland is the

subject of their thoughts or the topic of their argument.

Apologizing for this digression, which the robbery and infamy, so

concisely put by Carte, has extracted from us, we now take up the sad

fortunes of Phelim and his five sons after their being snatched, as it were,

from the jaws of an ignominious death.

By this patent Parsons and his corrupt confreres obtained what they

long sought. True, it would have been far more congenial to the taste

of Lord Esmonde and Sii- William if Phelim and his five sons had been

turned ofi the drop some fine morning from the scaffold of Dublin Castle

;

there would be less chance of their ever turning up to trouble them

again ; but, as it was, they had reason to feel grateful for the broad lands

placed in their possession.

This wholesale robbery threw Phelim, in the evening of his life,

together with his five sons and their families, landless and homeless on

the broad waves of the world. Phelim did not survive it long; th<i
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weiglit of years and the accumulated misfortunes of his house were too

many for him, and he died broken-hearted a short time after, in 1630,
leaving his sons nothing but the bitter remembrance of his and their

wrongs. The two eldest went to the Continent, where they took service

in the army of Spain, returning to strike yet another blow for holy
Ireland, when Owen Eoe unfurled the green flag once again in the
Cathohc Hebellion of 1641. The other three remained at home, and
settled down amongst their clansmen and friends as ordinary members of

the farming class, having to share the same fate as their old allies, the

O'Tooles, were driven to, by similar reprehensible measm-es, a short time

before.

From these, as well as from the other children's children of Feagh
MacHugh, many of the O'Bymes of the present day are descended,

while another lineal descendant of Feagh's was a Franciscan Friar.

We find by an inquisition, taken ten years after the O'Bymes'
property had been fraudulently passed to Parsons and others, i.e., in the

year 1638, at "Wicklow, and now to be seen in the Eolls of Chancery,

that " the O'Bymes' country was found to consist of the Baronies of

Newcastle, Arklow, and BaUinacor, and the territory of Shilelagh, in the

County of "Wicklow, and all of which adjoins the County of "Wexford,

nearly half the countiy on the seaside."

We have now little more to say of the Clan 0'Byrne as warriors

and chieftains ; their power was broken and their estates in the hands of

the hated stranger ; the few holdings that they continued to possess in

the reigns of James and Charles were wrested from them by the rapacious

Cromwell, who, with a fiendish malevolence, put every one that offered

the slightest resistance to the sword. jS'or did the chivalry of his psalm-

singing plunderers spare the old and feeble ; the women and the children

of the garrisons and towns, all fell victims to his wrath. And with

brutal ferocity, those who were not actually caught with arms in then-

hands were exiled and transported as slaves, while their broad acres and
domains were handed over to his hireling soldiery, the ancestors of a

great many of those rack-renting landlords of our day, who so loudly
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complain that the tenantry (descendants of the original owners) are even
allowed to exist on the lands legitimately their own.

A full histoiy of the Clan O'Byrue must be wi-itten by hands more
competent than ours, and whoever undertakes it will find ample material

in the " State Papers," in the " Eecords of Continental Armies,"

especially Mr. O'Callaghan's " Irish Brigade," in the " History of the

Irish Civil Wars ; " all going to show that the descendants of Feagh

MacHugh O'Byrno, whether at home or abroad, on battle-field or in

council chamber, were worthy inheritors of the fame and chivalry of

their ancestors.

It is surpassingly strange that, notwithstanding all England did in

the past to annihilate the Clan O'Byrne, they are still more numerous

at home and abroad than any other Irish family ; instances in the proof

are, that at home, among their own lofty mountains and verdant valleys,

they are able to return a Member of Parliament, and one of their own
name, too, against the combined votes of every other name in the same

constituency ; while abroad, in the city of New York alone, there

are upwards of five thousand of the name. In this respect their old

aUies, the O'Tooles, are not so numerous, and our readers will remember

that we showed the reason why in these pages, as the O'Tooles, from

their proximity to the Castle of Dublin, had, through all the earlier

centuries of the Battles of the Pale, to stand the first, and therefore the

heaviest, brunt of the English attack ; and although they repaid all these

polite attentions, and sometimes with usurous interest, their own ranks

were being constantly decimated in the eternal struggle.

The O'Byrnes have never been backward in the several patriotic

movements which have taken place in their country from time to time

since they lost their property. When Ireland called they were always

amongst those who answered :
" Readj-—ay, ready;" whether the move-

ment involved a long pike and a bloody shroud in 1798, or the stoical

indift'erence to Balfour's prison cell in 1888, they gave their aid to one

as cheerfully as the other.

In the rebellion of 1798 their clan was well and nobly represented,
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and in an especial manner by Billy Byrne of Ballymauus, -whose deeds

are well known in connection \ritli tlie history of that unhappy period,

and who died, as many of his clan and kindred before him, a " traitor to

the crown."

Again, in 1803, in the attempt made by "Robert Emmet, the

O'Bymes were also well represented by young Anthony Byrne, of

Hamilton Lodge, Eathdangan, who, as a captain with Michael Dwyer,
led the "Wicklow men across the moimtaius to aid Emmet in his intended

rising and attack on the castle ; but M'hen, on their arrival at Eathfam-
ham, they found the attempt had been made before the time appointed,

and turned out a fiasco, they immediately returned to their homes " 'till

the storm is over."

The whole county of Wicklow was being well scoured by the military,

li\-ing with, and billeted on, the respectable people of the district, until

their exactions and the licentiousness of their conduct had again nearly

ruined the people, and driven them to desperation.

A company of them, billeted on Hugh Byrne, of Hamilton Lodge,*

Anthony's father, passing in and out every day, little suspected that

under the flagstone at the door, over which they passed, was a complete

suit of green belonging to Anthony, safely hid there, until an opportunity

would arise of wearing it on the battle-field, at the head of his men, in

the face of the English foe.

Many incidents are related by Dr. Madden, in his "Life of Captain

Michael Dwyer," the outlaw chief of the Wicklow mountains, in which

Anthony O'Byrne figui-es. One of them in particular, in which he saved

Dwyer, is worth relating here.

Dwyer was to attend Mass at Eilamoate on the next Sunday morn-

ing. The yeomen came to know it, and resolved to be there themselves

* This uas Hugh O'Errnc's residence since he -was driven from Comaun, on the brow

of Kegeen ^Mountains (ante, 1798), wlicre some of the family live still; namely, the

descendants of Hugh's brother, Edward.

Ve also find that this same Comaun was the residence of another fiugh O'Byrne (son

of Phelim M'Pheagh), as it is given down in the outlawries of 1641.
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for the purpose of arresting him. Accordingly, they arrived at the

chapel while the divine ceremony was being celebrated, and so arranged

their party as to guard all the doors and every possible means of exit.

Anthony Byrne at once saw into the desperate state of the case, and
resolved by stratagem to baffle the yeos, and save Dwyer. He whispered

Dwyer to remain quiet, and to hide himself amongst the congregation,

particularly among the women, who all wore long, ample cloaks, the

adopted dress of that day.

As soon as the congregation began to leave, Anthony and a few
other young men were to feign an escape up the mountain, and when
they should be half way up, the companions left behind for that purpose,

watching them, as it were, with momentous anxiety, were to shout out

:

" There they go !
" " There they are !

" " There goes Dwyer first !
"

" More power, captain !" These, with loud shouts of joy at the apparent

escape of Dwyer, so deceived the yeos that they started off in hot pur-

suit up the steep sides of Kegeen mountain. Anthony led them a gallant

run, until, finding at length that the yeomen's horses were closing on

them, they sat doAvn and waited until they came up. Needless to say

that, when the baffled yeomen found that Dwyer was not among them,

and that they were, in modern parlance, " sold," their ejaculations were

of a nature more vehement than prayer-like.

" Who are you, and what's your business ? " demanded their leader

in stentorian tones, to which B5'rne made answer :
" Anthony Byrne, of

Hamilton Lodge ; looking after our sheep, which have strayed away."

"Yes; we understand," said the yeomen, and they came down the hill

again.

In a rage at being so nicely duped ; looking crest-fallen, discomfited,

and chagrined, they returned to the chapel, not to find Captain Dwyer,

who, we may be sure, availed himself of the first oj^portunity to escape

from what must have been to him, though a safe, a rather undignified

place of concealment.

The writer of these pages (some twenty years ago) happened to

meet an old man from that part of Wicklow, named Tibbot O'Toole.
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He was a remarkably fine old man, upwards of eighty years of age,

of noble mien and majestic bearing ; simple and limnble as a cbild withal.

TVe asked him if he knew Huph Byrne, of Hamilton Lodge, Rathdangan?

"Indeed, I did," he replied; "and his sons, too. They were like

Chi'istian Brothers, they were so pious ; and each of them used to play a

different musical instrument, and were most entertaining. I also knew
their sisters. Two of them were nuns in the world; and I remember,"

said he, "one of those sisters dying (oh! it was long before Boney's

war), and all the young girls for miles round about the country came to

the funeral, all dressed in white. They walked in procession, singiag

hymns, and carrying the coffin in a sheet covered with bouquets of

flowers. Such a sight was not seen in the country since or before. They

buried her in Cranerin, near where I lived.

" But you must know," added Tibbot, " that they were the real

O'Byrnes ; that they were the descendants of the great Feagh MacHugh

;

they lost their lands because they would not conform to Protestantism.

Hugh's father was Anthony O'Byrne, who was nephew to Byrne of

Ballymanus, and son of Hugh of Derrybawn, Seven Churches, in which

latter place he was interred ; his great-great-grandfather was Feagh !Mac

Hugh O'Byrne."

"But what became of Hugh's sons?" we inquired. " WeU,"

answered our venerable informant, "John and Peter went to America,

about twenty years ago, and their children, I am told, are well to do in

one of the Western States, called Iowa; and Anthony, the patriot, he got

married to a Miss Metcalf, of Old Mile, near Donard, which took place

shortly after the rebellion, and when the troubles of '98 and Emmet's

attempt in 1803, had somewhat subsided, in both of which he took a

conspicuous part, particularly in the latter, in conjunction with the

renowned Captain Michael Dwyer, he settled down, and carried on

business in Donard, where he was very successful as a general merchant,

and amassed a fortune for his childi-en.

" But the brethren of Orange Donard (as it was then called) never

had any liking for Anthony. Opposite his house of business lived a
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gentleman named Heighenton, where the Orangemen used to meet, and

occasionally amuse themselves with a little ball practice at Anthony's

expense, hy firing in through his windows ; but no one was ever killed

by these shots.

" His son-in-law, Dsnis O'Toole, soon put a stop to that game when

he got married to his daughter, Anne, after the old man's death. AH

the other children died unmarried, and Anne fell in for nearly the whole

of Anthony Byrne's wealth ; and it was a similar case with her husband,

whose brothers and listers also died young, their fortunes falling to

Denis, the only survivor of seven. Denis was the terror of the Orange-

men of Donard, and never stopped tiU he silenced them, and drove many

of them out of the town.
« He got into trouble himself in 1848, with O'Brien and Mitchel;

and an old lady -of the Heighenton's could not sleep for the fear of him,

as he was supposed to be the intended leader of the people of that district

when the rebellion would break out.
• j «•

"His house was searched, and all the firearms found earned off,

and Government issued a writ for his arrest, which was not put into

execution after Smith O'Brien and the others were transported. How-

ever, it was still hanging over him, and might be put into execution at

any time ; therefore, his friends at home and the uncles of his wife in

America, joined in advising him to leave the country for a while, and go

out to them, where he could have freedom and plenty of land for nothing,

or next to nothing.

''Accordingly, he gave up his farms, and left for America, where he

intended to buy some lots, build houses and out-offices, and then retiun

for his wife and children. But a Divine Providence had otherwise

decreed.
'

On the voyage up the Mississippi he took cholera, and died the

same day, and was buried on the banks of that river, between Memphis

and Cairo, thus leaving his wife, the last surviving child of Anthony

O'Byrne, a widow. She, too, died in a few years after (18G4), and was

buried with her kindred, leaving a good famUy behind her, one of whom,

I heard, became a clergyman. Some other time, kind sir, I wiU tell you
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more about the country, and the old people that lived there, as I see you
take an interest in them, and I like it myself, too."

Thus farTibhot 0' Toole. When next we saw him he was "in
extremis," and we did what we could io smoothen his journey to heaven,

to take his place, we trust, beside his kinsman, St. Lorcan. For further

particulars see the "History of the Clan O'Toole and other Leinster

Septs."

Having brought this sketch of the history of the Clan 0'Byrne to a

conclusion, it only remains for us, in order to give it some semblance of

completeness, to refer the reader to the 0'Byrne Pedigree, commencing
-with Faelan, king of Leinster, third son of Murcadh Mor, also king of

Leinster, who was the common progenitor of the O'Tooles, O'Donohues
of Leinster, and the 0'Byrnes.

The O'Bymes named their territory Hy Faelan, after their father,

and took for their own name that of their grandfather, "Bran" (Bran

Mut), which, anglicized, has become Byrne or Bum.
"We give the two great branches, down to the great Catholic Con-

federate "War of 1641, leaving to each famUy the option of tracing their

respective families from either of these two great branches down to the

present time, which many have already done, as may be seen in Mr.
O'Hart's great work, " The Irish Pedigrees."

We are sorry to see the O'Bymes have allowed so many strange

Christian names in amongst them, such as William and Edward, &c.,

and that they do not generally use the patronymic " 0," which they have

a perfect right to ; however, they have kept a firm grip of their lands, at

least as tenants, which is, perhaps, more substantial.

Henry Grattan, in 1782, in speaking on the Declaration of Eights,

says :

—

"No history can produce an instance of men like you musing for

years upon oppression, and then upon a determination of right, rescuing

the land once yours," which has suggested the following poem :

—
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Breathe forth my soul in thrilling song,

Since fate may now decide,

If o'er our necks for ages long,

Our foe is stiU to ride

;

Or if, regardful of our sires.

We flaunt the flag they bore,

' And trace upon its emerald fold,

~ The land we've liad, the land we'll hold.

- Land of O'Donnell and O'Neill

!

Land of O'Byme and O'Toole !

Where faith inspires with fervid zeal.

And love and beauty rule,

Ah ! surely God decreed it not

That thou should suckle slaves.

To cringe and starve, to die and rot,

In unremembered graves

;

Not so, since now in hosts enrolled,

We've pledged our oaths—^the land to hold.

Dumb is the tongue, and deaf the ear,

That heedelh not that cry,

Which thrills the traitor's heart with fear.

And makes the dastard fly

—

A cry that rends the helot's chains.

And bids the feudal lords,

Eestore at once those broad domains.

Usurped by alien hordes,

For, doomed at length, their knell we've told.

In thundering tones—the land we'U hold.
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The dawn has come—oh, glorious sight

!

Of freedom's opening day,

And all the clouds of slavery's night,

Affrighted, shn'-nk away

;

. -

"While we, hke Eoman legions, stand,

Defiant, proud, and strong

;

Impatient for our chief's command, - •
"

To crush the powers of wrong.

'Mid shouts o'er all the nations roll'd

—

The land we've won—the land we'll hold.

THE o'dOKOHOES (oF LEINSTEE).

They belong to the same common stem as the O'Tooles and O'Bymes.

By Murcadh Mor's will (a.d, 7iJ6) they were allotted Feracualan, which

was afterwards known by the name of Ui Donehada, and comprised the

present Co. Dublin and East "Wicklow, from which they were driven by

the English invasion to South "Wicklow and the borders of Carlow and

Wexford, where their descendants iixe now located. (See their pedigree.)

the ocavanaghs.

The Kavanaghs belong to the same common stock. They have produced

many noble and gallant warriors, as Donnell Spainach Kavanagh and Art

Murrough Kavanagh, whose histoiy is well told by D'Arcy McGee.

Their pedigree, which we annex, is an epitome of their history.







AND OTHER LEIKSTER SEPTS. 17

though outwardly he took no notice
;

yet, when he came home, he fell

f >•.: - ' desperately sick, and was so oppressed with the weight of the discovery he
had made, that he would admit of no remedy, and was reduced to the

very brink of death.

His mother, sorely afflicted at this misfortune, applied for advice to

• - an eminent Druid, who was a physician, in the neighbourhood: He, on
,....

..
- visiting the youth, soon perceived that his distemper was not of a natural

- - cause, and that his recovery was impossible unless he was disburthened

^KS- -^
.

- of an important secret which lay heavy upon his mind. But even the

T remedy was as bad as the disease ; for, if he divulged the secret, he was
-"^'•'•- sure to lose his life. It was this miserable difficulty, and the apprehension

; -i,?- of death either way, which was the true occasion of his illness. The Druid
;.

••
, advised him to go to a neighbouring wood, and when he came to a meeting

- of four highways, to turn upon the right hand, and to whisper the secret

to the first tree he came to. He followed exactly the advice of the Druid,

and the first tree he met was a willow. He delivered himself of his

secret, and found immediate ease ; for he soon recovered from the distemper,

which began to leave him on his return home.

-- Soon after this it happened that the harp of the king's musician,

Craftine, was broken, and he came to this wood to cut down a tree proper

to make him a new harp, and by chance ho made choice of the willow to

which the young haircutter had whispered the secret. The musician

carried the tree home and made a harp out of it ; but when it was strung

and put in order, it would sound only one tune, the words of which, in

Irish, were, " Da hluais chapuil ar Labhradh Loingseachj," which is, in

English, " Labhradh Loingseach has the ears of a horse!'' This surprised

the musician, and the fame of this wonderful instrument was carried over

the whole kingdom. Others of the same profession attempted to touch it,

but it always played the same tune, which so amazed the king, that he

thought the hand of heaven was concerned therein, and that it was sent as

a punishment to him for the number of men he had put to death lest they

might divulge the secret. This reflection made so much impression on

o
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his mind, that he repented of the barbarity he had formerly used, and

openly exposed his long ears all his life afterwards.

Labradh Loingseach, after a long and prosperous reign, was slain about

the year 3666, a.m., leaving after him his son, named

—

63. Oliolla Beaccan, who was the father of

—

64. 'Aongus Ollamh, who was the seventy-third monarch of Ireland.

He reigned eighteen years, and fell by the sword of laran Gleofathach,

about the year 3698, a.m., leaving a son

—

65. Braessal, who was the father of

—

66. Feargus Fortamhuil. He was known by that name, because he

was a prince of great strength of body, and brave beyond any of his time.

He reigned twelve years, and was killed in battle by Aongus Tuirmeaeh,

about the year 3773, a.m., leaving after him a son named

—

67. Feidhlim Fortruin, who was the father of

—

68. Crimthaun Cosgrach, who was the eighty-fifth monarch of Ireland,

and governed it for seven years. He was distinguished by that name,

because he behaved with such bravery at the head of his army, that he was

victorious in every battle ' he fought; the Irish word, "Cosgrach,"

signifying "slaughter" and "bloodshed." He was slain by Eogerus, the

son of Sithrig, in the year 3850, a.m., leaving a son of the name of

—

69. Moglia Airt, who was father of

—

70. Airt or Arturus, the father of

—

71. 0/M, the father of—
72. Nuadad Falliodd, father of

—

73. Ferragh Foglass, who was father of

—

74. Olioll Glas, father of

—

75. Fiacha Fohhrec, the father of

—

7 6. Brassal Breac, who had two sons, between whom he divided his

country, viz., to his eldest son, Luy, who was ancestor of the kings,

nobility, and gentry of Leinster, he gave all the territories east of the river

Barbhra, or Barrow, to the sea, extending from Waterford to Drogheda
;

and to his other son, Conla, ancestor of the kings, nobility, and gentry of
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Ossory, lie gave the south-west part of the said river to the sea. His
son

—

77. Luy, succeeded him in the direct line. He was father of

78. Sedna, who built the royal city of Eath Alinne (now Allen, in

the County Kildare). He had a son named

—

79. Nugadh Neacht (Neass), after whom the royal city or town of

K'aas is called. He was the ninety-sixth monarch of Ireland. This prince

fell by the sword of Conaire, the son of Eidersgoil.

80. Fergus Fairge was his son. This Fergus had a brother named
Baisegne, who was father of Sualtach, who was the father of Cubhall (Coole),

who was the father of Fionn, commonly called Finn Mac Coole (Finn, the

son of Coole, or the Hound of Imail, who was a great sportsman).

81. Rossius was the son of Fergus. He had a son named

—

82. Fionn File, who was a poet, as his name denotes, the word
" File," in Irish, signifying a poet. He left a son named

—

83. Connor A hrudhruadh, who was the ninety-ninth king of Ireland.

He reigned but one year. He was so called because the hair of his eye-

brows was rod; the word "abrudhruadh " signifying in Irish, "red eye-

brows.'' He died in the year 4020, a.m., exactly twelve years before the

birth of our Divine Redeemer, and left after him a son named

—

84. Modha Corb, of whom history \s almost silent. He in course of

time died, and was succeeded by his son, Cucorb.

Here it will not be out of place to remark, that, about the time of

this king's birth, a great revolution was attempted, the object of which
was to overthrow the reigning kings and chiefs of the Milesian race. The
attempt succeeded for a short time, but finally collapsed, and the old line

of Milesian kings was restored to the thrones of their ancestors. The fol-

lowing is a concise account of the insidious and barbarous manner in which
the revolution was effected

:

The conspiracy was formed by the common people to overthrow the

reigning monarch, to murder the nobility and gentry, and by this means

to seize on the government. To accomplish this design, which was carried

on with the utmost secrecy, they resolved to provide a most magnificent
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entertainment, and to invite the kings, petty princes, nobility, and all the

principal gentry of the country to the feast, which was to be celebrated at

a place called Magh Cru, in the province of Conaght. "When everything

was prepared in great- splendour and profusion, the Ard High, provincial

kings, and the nobility and gentry of Erinn were invited, who accepted

the invitation to their own ruin. The feast continued for the space of

nine days, with great display and grandeur, when the plebeians and the

vilest scum of the people fell suddenly on their royal and noble guests,

and murdered not only the kings and chiefs, but the nobility and gentry

as weU. Three of the queens escaped, however, and fled to Scotland,

where, on their arrival, they gave birth to three sons, whose names were

Tuathal Teachtmar, Tiobrude Tirioch, and Corbulan.

The confusion which arose out of this massacre so distressed the

people that they were reduced to the utmost state of despondency ; the fields

lay untiUed and unmanured, and a most dreadful famine followed ; the

natural result of the people having no encouragement to pursue their agri-

cultural and other occupations. They then began to see, to their cost,

that tbey had made a mistake in murdering their lawful kings and princes,

and placing in power usurpers who tyrannized over them, and cared

not for their welfare nor the welfare of their coimtry. These were the

effects of the usurpation which at last opened the eyes of the inhabitants,

who began to inquire after the young princes, whom they were resolved

to restore to their just rights. Accordingly, they sent ovfer invitations to

the royal princes to return to Erinn and take possession of the thrones of

their murdered fathers. The princes, unwilling to rely wholly upon the

loyal tenders of the unsteady populace, would not accept of the invitation,

unless they bound themselves by an oath of allegiance to continue in their

obedience, which having willingly submitted to, the exiled princes returned

into Ireland, where they were received by the general acclamation of the

people. The tpants were destroyed, the country was restored to its former

state of plenty and happiness, and a final end was put to usurpation.

Here I may mention that Tuathal Teachtmar (angHce, Toole the

Prosperous), one of the thi-ee princes above mentioned, and who, on his
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return from Scotland, succeeded his father, the murdered monarch of

Ireland, -was the first who took the name of Tuathal, or Toole, and after

whom the IJi Tuathil, or Clan O'Toole, immediately adopted it, when
compelled to take one by Brian Boroihme, in the year a.d. 1001.

Tuathal was their own kinsman, descended with them from the great

Ugaine More. The same blood flowed through their veins; they had im-

bibed the same principles of honour and justice towards theii- feUow-man

as were to be found in him ; therefore, they thought well to adopt his

honoured name. He received the name of Tuathal, or Toole, from the state

of plenty and public prosperity which he settled over the whole kingdom,

by his wisdom, his prudence, and his even-handed government. Tacitus

speaks of this Tuathal in his " Life of Agricola." So, in like manner, does

Livy, when speaking of the Koman occupation of Britain. It appears

from these writers that Tuathal asked the assistance of the Eoman
general, then in Britain, to aid him in regaining the throne of his

murdered father, Fiachadh Fionluidh, the 102nd monarch of Ireland
;

but Tuathal regained his father's throne without the aid of the Eoman
general, and was crowned 106th monarch of Ireland in the year of our

Lord 76. He defeated his enemies in seventy-five pitched battles

—

twenty-five in Leinster, twenty-five in Conacht, and twenty-five in

Munster. When he had fixed himself firmly in the government of the

kingdom, he assembled the princes, chiefs, and nobility of Ireland around

him at Tara, after the example of his royal predecessors, to consult with

them on the future government of the kingdom. He reinstated the

petty kings in the possession of their thrones, and the princes and chiefs

in the lands of their murdered and expelled fathers, and formed a new

province from portions of the other four provinces, which he assumed to

himself, with paramount authority over all the other provinces. This

arrangement continued up to the time of the English invasion of Ireland.

Tuathal built four great palaces. The last and the greatest was the

palace of Temhair, or Tara, in which he and the succeeding monarchs of

Ireland resided up to the sixth century.

It was this prince Tuathal that first laid the tribute on Leinster called
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Boroimhe Laighean, or the tribute of Leinster, which was duly paid

every second year, during the reign of forty monarchs after Tuathal, till

Saint Moling, in the sixth century, obtained the remission of it. The
reason of the imposition of this tribute was this :

THE KING OF LEINSTEE AND TUATHAL's DAUGHTERS.

In the time of Tuathal, the accepted king of Ireland, a.d. 130, the

Xeinster king, Eochaidh Aincean, son of Eochaidh Domleun, paid attention

to Dairinne, the daughter of Tuathal. He was accepted by the king, and in

due course was married to his daughter. Eochaidh brought his bride to

Ms palace in Kildare, on the plain called Magh Luadhat. Hearkening to

the counsels of ill-disposed people, who were dissatisfied with his choice

—

they told him that he should have selected Fidere as his wife, in place of

her sister Dairinne—the weak-minded king grew dissatisfied, and con-

cealed his wife in an out-of-the-way place (supposed to be one of the

prisons of Lug-na-Cuillagh), and came back to Tara, saying that Dairinne

was dead, and asked to obtain her sister in marriage.

Tuathal gave him the second maiden, who, when she came to

Leinster, learned the true state of affairs. Both sisters having met, and
learning their mutual wrongs, were so filled with grief and shame, that

they fell victims to their outraged feelings, and both fell dead clasped in

each other's arms.

This melancholy accident is taken notice of by a very ancient poet in

this manner

:

"Two princesses, the daughters of Tuathal,

The fair Dairine and the lovely Fethir,

Fell by the lust of Eochaidh Ainchean.

The virtuous died with guiltless shame,

And Dairine, overcome with grief.

Would not survive her sister's fate.''

The monarch Tuathal summoned his tributaries, upon learning the

sad fate of his daughters. He invaded Leiaster, a.d. 3 34, and gave up
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to fire and sword Eatkimil, or Garbthanach, the residence of Eoichadh.

Naas, Allen, MuUaghmast, and MuUareelion were devastated, and burned
in this war. Eoicliadh. himself was slain and decapitated, and his brother

Ere placed over the men of Leinster, and an oppressive tax, called the

"Boroimhe" or "Cow-tribute'' was imposed on the province, which was
levied every second year,

*' As tribute for the death of the two princesses,

And in revenge of Eochaidh,

Hs- -Oi-rs: The men of Leinster were obliged to pay

To Tuathal, and aU the monarchs after him,

'-..- ::i::i.-.. Three score hundred of the fairest cows,

T-:=-r >; And three score ounces of pure silver,

„. . ,_ . And three score hundred mantles, richly woven,

; .- ..• . And three score hundred of the fattest hogs,

-= -i^ ,"fz And three score hundred of the largest sheep,

.. .... And three score hundred cauldrons, strong and polished.

r T»- '-' -r- This tribute was appointed to be sent

:

A third part to the inhabitants of Conacht,

. .;. :.:. Another part to Oirgiall, and the rest

To Jobh Neill."

This tribute was paid with extreme reluctance. Forty battles were

waged in enforcing it, during the five centuries it continued to be

exacted. It was remitted to the Lagenians a.d. 693, by the king of

Ireland, Finnachtha Fledach (or the Festive), at the earnest entreaty of

St. Molyng, of Hy Kinsellagh, who died Bishop of Ferns, a.d. 697.*

" To forty royal monarchs of the isle

This heavy tribute was exactly paid,

From the renowned Tuathal's restoration.

To Finnachta's happy reign."

This monarch, Tuathal Teachtmar, was slain by his successor, Mai,

son of Rughruidh.

* Vide Book of Leinster. Also OTlaherty'e Ogjgia, chap, 66, page 305,
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85. Cucorl, king of Leinster. He fought many battles, and was
slain in the battle of Cliach, in Idrone, or Forth, by Fedlimidh Reachtmhar,

son of Tuathal Teaehtmar, king of Ireland (from the year J 13 to 119,

A.O.), and Tvas buried on Mount Leinster. He was lamented by his wife,

the celebrated Meadhbh Leith-dherg, or " Meave the half-bred," daughter

of Conan of Cualan, in a beautiful poem preserved in the Book of

Leinster, which is kept in the library of Trinity College, Dublin. This

poem is so curious and ancient that I am induced to give it at full length

here. It was recited by Meave over her husband's grave as a funeral

oration. It runs thus, as translated fi'om the Irish by 0' Curry :

" Mocorb's son conceals renown.

"Well sheds his blood by his spears.

A stone over his grave—'tis a pity

—

Who carried battle over Clu Mail.

My noble king, he spoke not falsehood.

His success was certain in every danger.

As black as a raven was his brow.

As white was his skin as the lime.

Together we used to go on refections.

As high was his shield as a champion
;

As long was his arm as an oar.

The fork against the kings of Erinn, sons of chiefs,

He maintained his shield in every cause.

Countless wolves he fed with his spear

At the heels of our men in every battle.

Seven battles fought he for his land.

He swept over them like any razor.

"What battle of them—admii-able the deed

—

At which he warded not off a hundred in every danger ?

The three battles of the Finn Fail

;

The battle of Ath-an-Scall, of the bloody field.

The battle of Fossud—'twas the puissance of a hero

—
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"Was fought by the chief of Mogh Maein.*

The battle of Glaise Chriche he broke (gained).

The man who had the deciding of battles.

The battle of Bemas the Hound fought

;

His valour brought blood upon his spears.

He defended by his arms his lands

When he killed kings who were not weak.

To conquer Gailiant he raised a contest.

Alas ! that destruction has come upon the son !"

During Cucorb's reign Mononius and the Munsterraen made war on

Leinster, in the year 90 a.d, and conquered the province as far as the Hill

of Maistean, now MuUaghmast, in the County Kildare ; but Cucorb

having appointed Lugaid Laighis, a famous warrior, commander-in-chief

of his army, defeated the Munstermen in two pitched battles, one at

Athrodan, now Athy, and the other at Caihthine, on Mack Eiada, now the

Heath of Maryborough, in which the Leinstermen were victorious.

Having routed Ihe Mononians from the Hill of Maistean, across the

Eiver Bearbha (Barrow), they pursued the remnant of them as far as

Slieve Dala Mountains, or Ballach Mor, in Ossory, now Borris-in-Ossory,

in the Queen's County.

Being thus reinstated in his kingdom of Leinster, Cucorb, in

gratitude to his general, Lugaid Laighis, through whose valour and good

generalship the Munstermen were defeated, conferred on him a territory,

which he named Loighise, or the seven districts of Laighis, now called

" Leise " or " Leix," and hence Abbeyleix, the descendants of whom, in

after-years, took the name of O'Moore, princes of Leix. Cucorb was

succeeded by his son

—

86. Nia Corh, who was a most valiant and warlike prince, the

term " Nia " signifying a hero. His son was called

—

87. Cormac Gealthageath, and succeeded him after his death. He

* Kow Horeto-vm or llacmayne, County "Wexford,

f Another name for Leinster.
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was a great general, and led the Irish army into Scotland, to assist the

Picts and Scots against the Romans, who were commanded by Agricola.

The battle with the Eomans on the Grampian Hills, O'Halloran tells us,

in his " History of Ireland," was fierce and bloody ; but that the superior

discipline of the Eoman legions made it decisive in their favour. At his

death he was succeeded by his son, named

—

88. Feidlimiah Fionirlaiss, who was the father of

—

89. Cathair 3Ior, or Charles the Great, or Charlemagne, from whom
descended nearly all the kings of Leinster, down to the English invasion.

He had brothers—Bithne Tachfada, and Maine Mai. From the

latter came the Ui Tague (or O'Tighe), the TJi Ceallach (O'Eelly), and

O'Cuallan.

From this Maine Mail* the large tract of country known by the

name of Imail, in the present counties of "Wicklow and Kildare,

took its name. It was part of the patrimony of the Clan O'Toole, which

extended from the present Hill of Allen, on the north, to Shillelagh on

the south ; and from the sea on the east to Castle Dermot on the west.

It appears, from the history of Ireland (by O'Halloran), that immediately

after the death of Feidlimidh, monarch of Ireland, son of the great

Tuathal (Toole), the kings and princes of Erinn assembled at Tara, and

Cathair Mor, king of Leinster, was elected by them as monarch of

Ireland.

To support his election, short as his reign was, we find him engaged

in many bloody wars. In the third year of his administration, before he

led his troops to the fatal battle of Moigh Acha, in Meath, he made his

will, satisfied that he should not survive the day's encounter. Part of

the heads of this cmious Avill are quoted by Mr. O'Flaherty, from an

authentic copy, and will be found more minutely detailed in the Book of

Lecon. The heads of it, entire, are given below, not only as a piece of

great antiquity, but as a proof of the riches and splendour of the kings

* For the descendants of Maine Mail see the Genuulogical Pedigree attached to

this History.
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and kingdom of Ireland at even what may be termed the dawn of

Christianity.

THE WILL OF CATHAIR MOR, A.D. 153.

To his beloved son, Eossa, called FaUge, or, of the rings (from whoui

the Connors descend), he bequeaths his kingdom of Leinster, to which he

adds ten shields, richly ornamented; ten swords with gold handles, ten gold

cups, and wishes him a numerous and warlike posterity to govern Tara.

_ To his second son, Daire Barach, he bequeaths Tuath Laighean.

(This certainly means the present Fingal and part of the county of Dub-
lin.) He wishes him to become a successful hero, and always to rule the

Graileanglas (part of the ancient Belgoe). To this he adds one hundred

and fifty spears, ornamented with silver ; fifty swords, of exquisite work-

manship ; fifty rings of the purest gold, one himdred and fifty cloaks of

rich manufacture, and seven military standards.

To the thii-d son, Breasal, seven ships of burthen ; fifty shields,

richly ornamented with gold and silver ; five swords with gold hilts, and

five chariots with harness and horses. To these he adds the lands of the

River Amergin, and charges him to watch over the old inhabitants, -n'ho

will be otherwise troublesome to him.

To Cetach, the fourth son, he leaves no possessions, thinking it a pity

to separate him from his brothers, though it were on free lands (saorfobra).

To Fergus Luascan, the fifth son, he left nothing, but his brothers

assigned him ample possessions.

To Olioll, his sixth son, he left his backgammon-table and men, say-

ing that the possession of neither lands nor towns would be of any use to

him, as he never attended to any study but gaming.

To his son, Aongus, he gave nothing, but this defect was supplied by

his brothers.

To Eochaidh Timhin he left his benediction only, wishing his pos-

terity may adhere to their blood; and calls him " Treath-fear,'' or, "a

weak man," for he was so much imposed on as to give away a tract of

land, claimed as a promise in his sleep.
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To his son, Critnthane the ninth, he leaves fifty brass balls, with

brass maces to play with ; ten backgammon-tables of curious workmanship,

and two chess tables ; and

—

To his youngest son, Fiacha, the tenth, who was called " Baiceadh,''

or, "The Lame," and whom he praises for his bravery and spirit, and for

the imiversal love he gained, he leaves the covmtry about Wexford. He
recommends him to support his brothers, and bequeaths him, besides, fifty

large vessels made of yew, fifty drinking cups, and fiity pied horses with

brass bits.

To his nephew, Tuathal (Toole), he gives ten chariots, with horses

and harness ; five pairs of backgammon-tables, five chess-boards, with

ivory men ; thirty shields, embossed with gold ; and fifty swords, highly

polished.

To Mogh Chorb one hundred black and white cows, with their calves,

coupled two and two with brass yokes ; one hundred shields, one hundred

javelins, coloured red ; one hundred polished spears, fifty saffron-coloured

cloaks, one hundred horses of different colours, one hundred gold pins for

cloaks, one hundred goblets, elegantly finished ; one hundred large vats,

made of yew ; fifty chariots, curiously finished, ten of which were of ex-

quisite workmanship ; fifty chess-tables fifty playing-tables, of different

kinds ; fifty trumpets, fifty standards, fifty copper cauldrons ; with the

privilege of being a privy councillor to the king of Leinster.

To the Prince of Leis he left one himdred cows, one hundred shields,

one hundi-ed spears, one hundred swords, and seven spotted ensigns.

As he himself had foretold, Cathair Mor was slain in this battle, and

his army routed.

He had thirty sons, as an old poet gives us to understand in this

manner :

"Descended from King Cathair Mor
Were thirty, most renowned in arms,

Most comely personages, and heroes all."
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Yet we are assured that twenty of these princes died and left no issue

behind them. The remaining ten married and had many children.

Amongst these ten was the youngest son

—

90. Fiacha, called "Baichoadh," or, "the Lame," on account of a

wound he received in the battle of Moigh Acha, where his father was
slain. It is certain, says Keating, that this Fiachadh, though the youngest,
is, in many books of genealogies, put before the other nine sons of

Cathair Mor who survived
; and for this reason, because the province of

Leinster was governed by more kings of his posterity than by that of any
of his brothers. From him are descended the princely families of Mac
Murehadha Caomhanach (Mac Morough Cavanagh), kings of Leinster

; of

the O'Broin (0' Byrne), who were kings of Leinster, Also from him
descended the Ui Tuathal (0' Toole), kings of Leinster and chieftains of

Imayle and Fercoulan; and O'Donohoe of Leinster. He was a noble and
valiant prince, and, after having fought many battles and extended his

kingdom, he died, and was succeeded by his son

—

'

9L Bresal Belach, who, in course of time, was succeeded by his

son—
92. Enna Nia, a bold and valiant warrior, as his name signifies.

He, in turn, was succeeded by his son

—

93. Dunlaug, king of Leinster. He had eight sons: Eochaid Fergus
(a quo Sil Fergusa, between the river Liffey and Ferculan, in the present

county of Wicklow), Dubtach, Lethaery, Angus, Delmead, Muinech, and
a daughter named Eithne, who was fostered at Dun Buichet (now Dun-
boyke, Co. Wicklow) by Buichet Bruigh, the famous herdsman, who was
accustomed to entertain the nobility and gentry of Leinster coming to

Poul-a-fuca on pleasure parties, who, having wasted all his wealth in enter-

tainments, left the country secretly and by night, taking with him only
his wife and his foster-child, Eithne, the king's daughter, and retired to a

lonely place, in a wood, in Meath, near Tara, where he lived alone,

attended by his foster-child, who served him most faithfully, until one day
young King Cormac, passing by the way, observed the young Eithne,

admired her beauty, and, having made inquiries concerning her, found
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she was the daughter of Dunlang, king of Leinster. He sought her hand
in marriage, and was accepted, and she became the wife of King Cormac,

and mother of the famous Cairbre Liffeaehair, who was monarch of Ireland

for twenty-seven years.

It was Dunlang, king of Leinster, who slew the thirty royal maidens

at Clonfearta, at Tara, with their waiting-maids. In revenge for this

dreadful deed. King Cormac put to death twelve of the Leinster princes, and

exacted Boroimhe tribute, with an increase after King Tuathal. He was

succeeded by his son

—

94. Oiloll. Of him and of his son

—

95. Faelan, history says very little. Faelan had a brother, named
Cairpre, whose son, Eochaidh, was slain in the year a.d. 476. Faelan left

after him a son, named after his grandfather

—

96. Dunlang, wlio, like his predecessor, was elected king of Lein-

ster. He married Cuach, daughter of Chailbadh, son of Bloit, of Shil-

lelah, in the present County of "Wicklow. By her he had three sons, two

of whom became in course of time kings of Leinster. He died about the

year 460 a.d., and was buried at Mullaghmast, County Kildare. His

descendants, the O'Dowlings, are numerous, and inherit in fee some of the

estates of their forefather, Dunlang, near Shillelagh, County "Wicklow.

the contersion of the clan o'toole and the other leinster septs

to christianity by st. patrice.

After Dunlang's death his whole family were converted to the faith

by St. Patrick, which blessing his descendants, the O'Tooles, retain

to the present day, and hope to preserve to the end of time, by the grace

of God, the prayers of St. Patrick, and the protection of their patriotic and

holy patron, their own Saint, Lorcan O'Toole, of whom, further on, special

mention shall be made. Dunlang was succeeded in the throne of North

Leinster by his eldest son

—

97. loUian, the first Christian king of Leinster, was baptised by

Saint Patrick at Isaas about the year a.d. 460, along with his brother,

Oilill and other members of his family.
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An incident here occurred, as related in the "Life of St. Patrick,"

wluch may be interesting to the reader. When St. Patrick was on his

way to baptise the sons of Dunlang at their palace at I^aas, while passing

through the city, a group of idle men standing at the corner of a street,

perceiving his chariot approach, and having heard of the saint's wonderful

reputation for working miracles, resolved to play a joke on him. Accord-

ingly, one of them purposely dropped down as if dead, whilst the others

stopped the chariot and besought him to raise the dead man to life. The
saint, perceiving theii* insincerity, passed on, merely saying, "The man
is really dead;" which turned out to be so, to the horror and fear of these

wicked men, who afterwards became converted to the faith, as well as the

young princes and all the people of Leinster.

Their good example had a salutary effect upon the Leinster people,

who soon hearkened to the preaching of Saint Patrick, and, following the

good precedent set them by their king, they flocked round the standard

of Christianity in large numbers. He died about the year i.e. 506, and

was buried at St. Bridget's Church. loUian lived 120 years, and was suc-

ceeded by his brother

—

98. Oilill, a valiant warrior and virtuous man, who was present at

the battle of Cill Osuach, fought at Maigh Pea, in the County Carlow,

four mQes eastward of Leithlin. In this battle Aongus the son of Isa-

fraoch, who bad been king of Munster thirty-six years, lost his life, as a

poet of sufficient credit informs us in the following lines :

" The martial prince Aongus, son of Is^adfraoch,

Fought in Cill Osnach's bloody field, and fell

By the victorious sword of Oilill, son of Dunlaing."

Of King Oilill it is stated in the second life of St. Bridget, published by

Colgan, that after his death the nephews, or race of "IsiaU of the Kine

Hostages," led an army into Leinster, and proceeded to devastate the

whole province. The Lagenians, placing the body of their king, who had

just died, on a chariot, marched against them and defeated them with
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f»reat slaughter. Oilill died a.d. 526, and was buried in the Church of

Saint Bridget in Kildare. loUian left two sons, named

—

99. Ntaidboidh and Muredach.

100. Bruighde, son of Ntaidboidh, was the father of three sons

:

~' 101. Muiredeach, Ainmire, and Eoghan.

Ainmire's son was Colman, who became abbot of Glendalough,*

and died on the 12th December, a.d. 639, and is buried there. Eoghau's

son, whose name was Aedh, or Aedan Mac Hi Dunking, of Glendalough,

-became bishop of Glendalough about the year 598. Muiredeaeh's son

was

—

102. Bran Dubh, king of Leinster. He lived at Eathbrau, near

Stratford, in County TVicklow, and at Ferns, Co. Wexford.

To Bran Dubh's reign properly belongs the account of the battle of

Dunbolg. The occurrence that led up to this battle is as follows

:

" Camuscach, son of the king of Ireland, was guilty of some very

wicked and improper conduct, for which Bran Dubh, king of Leinster,

was resolved to have revenge ; so he set fire to the house in which the

young libertine was. Camuscach, dressing himself in the clothes of one

of the satirical poets, climbed to the ridge-pole of the house, and, making

his way out, escaped the flames, and fled to Monaidh Cumuscaigh, at the

end of the green of Cill Eannairech, now Kilranelagh, where Loichine

Loun Erenagh of that church, and of the family of O'Lonain, discovering

who he was, cut off his head, and carried it to Rath-Bran-Dubh, where he

presented it to the king of Leinster, who for this signal service granted

perpetual exemption from custom, or tribute to the Chiu'ch of Cill-

Eannaisech.t

THE BATTLE OF DUNBOLG—I.E., FORT OF THE SACKS.

This place is described in the historical tract called the "Boroimhe

Laghean," as situated to the south-east of Dun Bachat (now Dunboyke)

* See Colgan's MSS. f Notes—Four Masters, p. 29.
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near Ilollyvrood, in the County Wicklo^v, not far from the church called

ICilbalet, near Douard, in same county. The following is a brief account
of the battle of Dun Bolg, as given -vvith varieties most curious in this

ancient historical story

:

" When the monarch Aedh, the son of Aenmire, heard at his palace

of Ailech, in Ulster, that his son Camuscach had been killed at Dun Buchat,
he assembled his Liath Chiunn, and marched at their head to the Eiver
Eigh, on the confines of Meath and Leinster, and proceeded then directly

to the place '^vherc his son had been killed, and pitched his camp at Baeth-
Eabha, close to Dun-Bolg. When Bran Dubh, king of Leinster, who
was staying at a place called Scadhain, in the south of TJi Ceamsealargh,

heard of the monarch's arrival with his army at the Eighe, he marched
northwards for his principal fort of Eath-Bran-Dubhe, now Rathbran,

neai- Bealach-Cenglais (uow Baltinglass), and passed over to Mon-
teach, Muinchin Daimnha (the deeps) Etar, Ard-ChoUiah, and Ard-na-

Brestha, and, crossing the Eiver Slaine (Slaney), proceeded over the

land of Fe to Bealaeh-Dubthaii-e, or Baltinglass Hill. Here he was met
by Bishop Aidan, the monarch's half-bi-other, who infonned him that the

monarch of Ireland had pitched his camp near Dun-Bolg.
" Bran Dubh despatched him thither to request an armistice from the

monai-ch until he should muster his forces, when he would either come
upon terms of peace or give him battle. The bishop went on this em-

bassy, but the king refused to comply with the request, and addressed the

bishop in insulting language, which the latter resented by predicting his

doom. The monarch then marched with his forces to Bealach-Dun-Bolg,

which evidently extended along Hollywood Glen, and over the great flat

rocky surface called Lee Connaich-cuimh (Flag of Broken Bones), and on-

ward through Beama-na-Seiath (Gap of Shields) at Kilbelat, where he

pitched a. fortified camp in a strong position.

"Bishop Aidan returned to Bran Dubh, and informed him that the

monarch of Ireland was encamped in Kilbelat, and that he had treated

him with indignity. The king of Leinster then asked the bishop what

was best to be done, and the bishop advised him to have recourse to

4



3-1 msTonT or tfte cl.v\ o'toole

stratagem, whicli lie planned for him, and whicli ultimately proved suc-

cessful. Bran Dubh and the bishop then set out to reconnoitre the royal

camp, and they arrived, accompanied by one hundi-ed and twenty

heroes, on the side of Sliabh Xechtain, a mountain, which then received

the name of Sliabh Cadaigh, now Church Mountain, and they perceived

what appeared to them to be a numerous flock of birds of various colours

hovering over the camp. These they soon recognised to be the standards

and ensigns of the Ui Keill, floating from spears and poles over their tents

and pavilions ; and the bishop, after encouraging the king of Leinster and

his attendants by recounting the mighty deeds achieved by their ancestors,

departed for his church.

"After this Bran Dubh saw a great multitude of people on the

mountain of Sliabh Nechtain, near him, and, being reinforced by his

household and some of the men of Leinster, who were now flocking to his

assistance from every quarter, he surrounded the midtitude and took them

prisoners. These were the men of TJlidia, with their king, Diarmid, son

of Aedh Noiu, who, being the hereditary enemies of the race of Conn-ced-

Catha, were glad to desert to the enemy, and they formed a solemn

ti-eaty of friendship with the Leinstermen, in commemoration of which

they erected a cairn on the mountain, and changed its name from Sliabh

Kecthain (Kecthain's Mountain) to Sliabh Cadaigh (Mountain of the

Covenant), which name it retains to this day, but is better known by the

peasantry as Church Mountain, from a church erected here by St. Kevia,

though somewhat disguised under the name of Slieve Gadaigh.

"Then Bran Dubh told the Ulidians to separate from the monarch,

and they retired to the insulated piece of land, ever since called Innis

TJladha (i.e.), Island of the Ulidians. After this the king of Leinster

asked :
' Who would go to spy the camp of the monarch of Ireland ?' and

Eou-£err, son of the chief of Imail, undertook the diflieult task in the

garb of a leper. He rubbed his body and face all over with rye-dough,

moistened with the blood of a calf, fixed his knee into a socket of a wooden

leg, which he borrowed fi-om a cripple, and put on an ample cloak, under

which he concealed his sword, and, to complete the deception, he carried
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^ith him a begging wallet. In this plight he repaired to the royal camp,
and presented himself at the door of the monarch's pavilion.

^

He was
asked for tidings, and he replied, 'I came from Elbelat this mornin-- I
went to the camp of the Leinstermen, and in my absence some persons
(certainly not Leinstermen) came and destroyed my cottage and my chm-ch
and broke my quern and my spade.' The king himself made answer that
should he himself survive the expedition, he would give him twenty milch
cows as ' Eric,' or reparation for the injury, and invited the leper into his
pavilion, asking him what the Leinstermen were doing ? The leper dis-
guising his manly voice, and martial expression of eye and features, as
much as he could, said, that they were preparing victuals for the monarch,
and his army.

" The monarch, however, suspecting from the eye of Eon-Kerr, that
he was not a real leper, but a warrior sent in disguise to spy the camp
despatched Dubhduin, chief of Oirghialla with the force of his territory to
Bun-Ai£fe (Bunff) and Comaidhabhall, to prevent the men of Leinster from
surprising the camp. Now Bran Dubh had all things arranged for the
stratagem which Bp. Aidan had planned. He had three thousand
six hundred oxen carrying hampers, in which armed soldiers were
concealed, though they seemed to be filled with provisions. He had also
one hundred and fifty untamed horses for a purpose which will
presently appear, and a large candle, the light of which was concealed
under the regal chaldron. With these he set out in the depth of the
night for the monarch's camp. When the Oii-ghialla who were posted on
Bun Aife, heard the din and tumult of this host, the neighing of horses
and the lowing of the loaded oxen, they started to arms, and asked, * Who
are the party advancing?' The others made answer that they were
' Calones

'
of Leinster, who were conveying victuals for the entertainment

of the people of the king of Ireland. The Oirghialla, on examining flie

tops of the hampers, felt the dressed provisions, and their king, Dubh'duin
(or Beg Mac-Cuanach), said :

' They are telling the truth; let them pass.'

"The Leinstermen advanced to the centre of the monarch's camp,
and there on a hill, called ever since ' Candle Hill,' they removed the
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king's chaldron off the great candle, and its light was seen far and -wide.

They were followed by the Oirghialla, who wished to partake of the king

of Leinster's hospitality. ' What great light is this we see ?' said the

monarch to the leper, to which the leper replied :
' The Leinstermen have

arrived with their provisions, and this is their light.' The stratagem was

now effected. Small bags filled with stones were fastened to the tails of

the wild horses, which were let loose among the tents of the men of Ire-

land. The oxen were disencumbered of their burdens, and the Leinster

soldiers, issuing from the hampers, grasped their swords, raised,their shields,

and prepared for fighting. The leper also cast off his wooden leg, and

handled his sword.

" The Kinell-Conall and Kinell-Owen, perceiving the camp was sur-

prised, sprang up, and forming a rampart of spears and shields around the

monarch, conveyed him on his steed to Beama-na-Sciath. The quondam

leper, Eon-Kerr, pursued the monarch with a select party of Leinstermen,

and after much desperate fighting, unhorsed him and cut off his head on

the first rock, called Lee-Comiagh-Conamh. He emptied the wallet of the

crumbs he had got in the royal pavilion, and [put into it the head of the

monarch. He then passed iinobserved in the darkness of the night from

the confused fight which ensued, into the wild recesses of the mountain,

where he remained till the morning. The Leinstermen routed the IJi Neill

and the Oirghialla with great carnage, and slew, among others, Beg, the

son of Cuanach, chief of Oirghialla. On the following day, Eon-Ken-, son

of Dubhanach, chief of Imaile, presented Bran Dubh with the head of the

monarch, Aeodh, son of Ainmirc, and he obtained from the king the privi-

lege of dining at the royal table, and his paternal inheritance to be fi-ee of

tribute, to him and his representatives for ever." Shortly after, Bran

Dubh, having abdicated the throne, retired to a monastery, and became

Bishop and Abbot of Kildare. He died without issue, and in the odour

of sanctity, about a.d. COO.

In the very ancient Life of St. Aidan, or Hardocus, published by

Colgan, at 31st January, we find the following passage, which very euri-

ouslv agrees with this historical tale :
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Oeiginal. Teanslatiox.

Iste (Bran Dubh) vir astutis- This (Bran Dubh) was a man
simus et valde probus in militia erat, most sbi-ewd and expert in warfare,

''
" et agens astute, intravit audaciter in and acting cunningly, be boldly

castra inimicoiTim, et occidit ipsum entered the enemy's camp, and slew

: ^- .... regem Hibernia?., Aedum filiura Ain- Aidan, son of Ainmirech, monarch

mu-ech, et maximam caedem nobilium of Ireland, and effected the grcat-

gs '.•tr?5'-t^» jT' vii'orum totius Hibemiae cum eo fecit- est slaughter of all the Irish nobles

Teias Thau^. with him.

p. 211.

_ ,
The "Annals of Ulster" record the Battle of Dunbolg, under the year

. :r _5.Vii. A.D. 597, and the '-Annals of Tighernach" under 598, which last is the true

year.

TJssher states that after the fall of Aeodh I., son of Ainmire, king of

= -.. Ireland, in the battle of Dunbolg, Bran Dubh, king of Leinster, is said

to have bestowed his seat at Ferns upon Bishop Aidan ; also, that he made

it the metropolis of all Leinster.

—

Prmordia, p. 965.

And vide IS'otes to "Annals of Four Masters," under the year a.d. 593.

"With Bran Dubh, this branch of the O'Tooles appears to have died

out, and iu order to come in again on the direct Hue, we must go back to

Oilloll, second son of Dunking, king of Leinster, iu a.d. 460, and Xo. 98

on the stem.

Tliis Oilloll succeeded his brother lolliau on the throne of Leinster in

the year 506. He was baptized by St. Patrick, at Xaas, in the year

460; and iu the year 480 he fought at the battle of Ocha, where

Oilloll Molt, monarch of Ireland, was slain. He left after him four

sous, namely,—(I) Caii-pre
; (2) Cormac, who was king of Leinster nine

years, after which time he abdicated and became a monk, a.d. 567
; (3)

Feidlim ; and (4) Hugain, both of whom Avcre baptized by St. Patrick, at
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Kaas. They resided at Cill-n-ans-Ingan, Killanane, and Tubberogan, near

Dunlavin.

104. Cormac, the second sou, succeeded him on the throne of Leinster.

Previous to his putting aside the crown for the monk's cowl, he had been

married, and had five sons, whose names were— (1) Cairpre, who suc-

ceeded him on the throne of Leinster
; (2) Feidlimidh, who was the father

of Cormac, who lived at TuUac, now Tully, County Zildare
; (3) lolladain,

priest of loUadoin, now called Castle Dillon, and also of Achad Finnech, or

Kilnamanagb, near Tallaght. The fourth son was Eithne of Tullac-mic-

Feidlimidhe, or Tullge Cormac, now Tullow, County Carlow. The fifth son

was Derchartain, of Ulachter Ard, near Lyons, County Kildare.

105. Cairpre Dubh, the second son of King Cormac, succeeded his

father on the throne of Leinster, and reigned eleven years. He died in the

year 546, leaving after him seven sons, namely—(1) Muinchain (a quo

Mainchin, between Cinelnacha and the Liffey)
; (2) Cillen Mor (a quo Ti

Kemii in Uachter Fini (Oughteranny). See. 96, c, Firbis, p. 233
; (3)

Cellen Bee (a quo Sil-Aedha-Croin
; (4) Colman, king of Leinster for thirty

years; (5) Coman, who became a bishop
; (6) Sodealbh ; and (7) Cumaine.

So early as the sixth century, the daughters of the Clan O'Toole devoted

themselves to the religious life at Kilnais, called "Inghena Baithe," or

"Daughters of Ardent Charity," nowDonabate.

Well may the O'Tooles be proud of their ancestors, both as church-

men and waiTiors. In every battle their warriors signalized themselves

for their valour, and generally came off victorious ; and, although they

were not elected to the supreme monarchy of Ireland since the time of

Cathair Mor, yet they retained within their clan the crown of the kingdom
of Leinster till the eleventh century. As churchmen, they were not

excelled by any other clan. The moment the Gospel was preached to them

by Saints Palladius and Patrick, they received it cordially, and became most

ardent Christians ; and we see them at this period of their history supply-

ing priests and bishops to the Church, building monasteries throughout

thcii- kingdom, richly endowing them with lands and money, and supplying
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them with abbots and monks from their clan. Indeed, so numerous -were

the vocations to the religious life among the Clan O'Toole, that many
branches of it died out. And was it not better that they should die in the

monastery than on the battlefield, as so many of their ancestors died in

the days of the pre-Chi-istian ei-a. Nevertheless, when called on by their

chieftains to repel the enemy and defend their kingdom, they were as fear-

less and valiant upon the battlefield as they were pious and saintly in the

cloister
; and one reason that they arc so comparatively few at the present

day is, that when either religion or country called upon them, they were
no laggards, and their blood was too freely poured out on many a battle-

field in defence of both—at one time in repelling the incursions of neigh-

bouring chieftains, at another, warding off the attacks of the Danes, whom
they kept at bay for two centuries ; and finally the English, the worst of

all, who endeavoured to rob them, not only of their country but also of

theii' precious faith. Against this last enemy they held out for fom- hun-
dred years, never submitting to the Saxon foe till at last, overwhelmingly

outnumbered, decimated, and exhausted, they were compelled to lay down
their arms. But when those evil days came upon them they never wavered
in their adherence to their holy faith, as implanted in theii- hearts by Saint

Patrick. They preferred to follow their Divine Master in His poverty and

sufferings, rather than yield that precious inheritance, without which there is

no salvation. Of these trying and gloomy periods there will be occasion

to write more at large in the futui-e pages of their historj'.

106. Colman, the fourth son of Cairpre, king of Leinster, succeeded

his father in the year of our Lord 54 G, on the throne of that then

prosperous kingdom. Prosperous in every sense of the word. Peace

and plenty prevailed throughout, from the Iliver Barrow to the Irish

Sea, and from the Hill of Allen to Shillelagh. All over the kingdom
monasteries and schools, both for males and females, were to be fuund.

Glendalough, Kildare, and Tallaght, not only flourished, but were crowded

with students, not alone of Ireland, but from other countries as well, so that

Ireland, which, along with the kingdom of Leinster, had in the use of arms,

and the pursuit of conquest, previously earned the name of
'

' Island of
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Heroes," had now, for its devoted piety justly earned tlie title of *' Island
of Saints and Scholars."

There can be very little doubt that it was this ITing Colman who gave

Glendalough to Saint .Eevin, as he was the king of Leinster and lord of

the soil at the time St. Kevin founded his celebrated monastery at

Glendalough. As to the legend of St. Kevin, and " King O'Toole and
his goose," I would not like to vouch for its complete accuracy,

but there is no doubt that King Colman (O'Toole) and Siint Kevin were
on intimate terms of fi-iendship, as is evident from the Life of the Saint

;

and we know from the same source that King Colman sent his sons to

Glendalough, to be educated by the Saiut. It is, therefore, not improbable

that there is, at least, some foundation for the legend.

King Colmau, although a Christian, was not the most happy in his

domestic circle. He died of grief, and was buried on Mount Leinster, in the

yeai'A.D. 576. He had many brothers, whom I have already named, and

the names of his two sisters, called " Inghana Baithe " (daughters of ardent

chai'ity), were Sodealbh and Cumaine, at Kilnais, and at Domnach Inghen

Boithe, now Donabate, iu Fiiigal. King Colman left after him a large

family, the eldest of whom succeeded him on the throne of Leinster. His

name was

107. Sen Faelan. He was educated at Glendalough, with his six

brothers. During his time at school there, it appears that his father's

second wife was jealous of him, fearing he would ascend the thi'one of

Leinster at the death of his father, to the prejudice of her own children.

She resolved to put an end to him by means of -witchcraft. Accordingly,

Cainech, accompanied by her witches, crossed the mountains, and arrived

at the monastery of Glendalough, where she intended to perpetrate her

dark deed. She and her witches began their incantations on the summit

of the mountains called Eanach, overlooking the monastery, but througli

the prayers of Saiut Kevin, she lost her sight, and fell over the precipice

of Cassain, now called Glendassain (that is, the valley of the pass or path),

and broke her neck. Hence, doubtless, the origin of the legend of

Cathlecn and Saint Kevin, so beautifully versified by Moore, commencing

—
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'' By that lake whose gloomy shore,

Skylark never warbles o'er,

Where the cliff hangs high and steep,

Young Saint Eevin stole to sleep."

The children of King Colman grew up under the care of the saint,
and lour ot the sous reigned successively as kings of Leinster. By the
Holiness of their lives, and the just and impartial treatment of their
subjects, they showed the good training and instmctions they had
received from their good preceptor, the samted Abbot of Txlendalough.
Ihe eldest son, Sen Faelau, man-ied Huaisle, daughter of Suibhne, son
of Colman ]\Ior, king of Meath. The second son was Cobhtach, from
whom Rathcoffey, near CJane, in the County Eildare, took its name, and
in which place he had his castle. The third was Feidliniidh (Felim),
who was the 1.3th Christian king of Leinster. The foiu-th son of Colman
Avas Eonan, the 11th Christian king of Leinster, who succeeded on the
resignation of Aedh Dubh, and reigned for nine vears. His son
(Maelfogarthach) by a former marriage was slain by his orders, at the insti-
gationof his wicked stepmother. Eis wife's name was Catail, daughter of
Loohaidh Jarhath, son of Fiona Lurgau, king of Dunsobairchc, Dunseve-
nck, m County Antrim. Eochaidh was slain by the foster-brother of
Maelfogarthach, in a.d. CC2.

The fifth son was Aedh-Dubh, or Aeidh-Ceir (Eigh Escop Laigheu,
M.F. ap. A.S.S. p. 14, Xo. 29G). He was king of Leiiistc'i- to 59

1
, and then

retired to the monastery of Kildare, where, after his wife's death, he be-
came a bishop, and died a.d. 038, Jan. 4tb. His wife's name was Muirbain,
the daughter of Fcachna, king of West Munster.

The sixth sou of Colman was Eoahfin, whose son Aengus became
abbot of E:ildare, and died there in the odour of sanctity.

The seventh son was Crimithan Cualau, the twelfth Christian king
of Leinster, who reigned for 2S years. He was educated by St. Iveviu,
at Glendalougb, and was slain at the battle of Ath Goan, in larther Liffe
(now known as Xilgowan, in the County of Kildare), in the year 628,
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and was buried there, a long stone, with an incised cross, marking his

grave on the " Drummond."
The eiglith and last son of King Colman was Molumha, of whom

histoiy is silent, except that his descendants are given down to the

fifth generation in the "Book of Leinster."

This appears to be the most prosperous period in the history of the

Clan O'Toole, since the time of Cathair Mor. Kaas was their principal

city, and in it was the chief of their many sti-ongholds, the foundation

and ruins of which remain to the present day. They had other castles in

various parts of their temtories, namely—at Castledermot, Castleruddery,

in Glen Imaile, Ballymoon, Allen, Tully, near Zildare, Castlekevin, near

Glendalough, Mullaghmast, MuUaghreelion, Fesseroe, Garbh Thannach, in

Xildare, and in many other places, where members of the family lived and
ruled as chiefs over their respective disti'icts, promoting and encotu-aging

industry in times of peace, and in time of war collecting their people

together, and with them rallying round their king, to repel the attacks of

the common enemy; having discharged this duty they returned to their

homes and former avocations of tilling the ground and rearing cattle and
sheep.

No standing army was required, as all the male population, above
and iinder certain ages, were prepared to don the soldier's coat, and, with

sword and spear, do battle for theii- kiug when need required. The
manner of choosing a king was partly hereditary and partly elective.

The eldest son generally succeeded his father on the throne, but if he

were not considered a fit and proper person to be made king, on account

either of his age or of some mental or bodily defect, then the clan

assembled, and elected another member of the family to fill the throne.

The ceremony of the coronation of the king of the Clan O'Toole was
as follows : Standing on an eminence, in the midst of his ofiiccrs of state,

and surrounded by his clan and subordinate chieftains, accompanied by
neighbouring chieftains and friendly kings, Ua Ceallagh, sword-bearer,

and M'Kehoc, royal burd of Leinster, proclaim him kiug in the following

manner

:



MacKelioe, ancient Olav and liaril to tlie OTooles and O'Byrnes.
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MODE OF INSTALLATION OF THE o'tOOLE, KING OF LEINSTER.

" His Brehons around him,

The blue heavens o'er him,

His true clan behind him,

His broad lands before him,

While grouped far below him.

On moor and on heather.

His tanists and chiefs

All assembled together.

They give him a sword,

And he swears to protect tliem
;

A slender white wand,

And he vows to dii'ect them

;

And then in God's sunshine,

0' Toole they all hail him.

Through life, unto death,

Ke'er to flinch or to fail him.

And eai-th hath no spell

That can shatter or sever

That bond from their tnie hearts—
" The O'Toole for ever !

"

High Chiefs of O'Murtha !

Proud Lords of Imaile !

How broad stretched the lands

That were ruled by your call

!

What eagle would venture

To wing them right through

;

But would droop on his pinion

Ere half o'er he flew ?

From the hill of green Masteu

To the town of Ai-kloAv
;
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And from Is aas of the Kings,

To the shore of Wicklow
;

From Allen Hill, the ancient,

To the woods of Shillelagh
;

From Lugnaquilla's prisons,

•"••
.

• To rocky Sliebh CoiTagh;

From Glendalough, the famous,

To the banks of the Liffey
;—

. - „ From Ban-ow's smooth waters,

To Dublin, fair city

;

... " - From high Keageen Mountain,

To lowly Sliebh Eue
;

All echoed the war-shout,

' The O'Toolo Aboo !

'

"

Of the junior branches of this long family of Eing Colman little is

mentioned in history. In the pedigree of the Clan their descendants are

given to many generations. Some of them were raised to the throne of

Leinster, and many more became bishops and abbots, and held other

high positions both in Church and State ; but as it is not proposed to

give an account of each individual member of Clan O'Toole, I M'ill confine

myself as nearly as possible to the linca recta, or the direct line. The

eldest son of Colman (Sen Faelan) had an only son,

108. Conall, who, as far as I can find, did not ascend the throne of

Leinster ; but his son,

109. Bran Mut, did. He was the fourteenth Chiistian king of

Leinster, and reigned eleven years. He had four sons—namely, Murcadh

Mor, who fought a great battle with Fcrghal Mac Malduiu at the Hill of

AUeu, and defeated him, putting his array to flight, 13th December,

A.D. 722.

The second son of Bran Mut was Cougall, who defeated the men of

Cualan, at the battle of Innisbreoghan, on the Eiver Beoii-renn (Bun-en)

A.D. 727.
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The tHrd son of Bran Mut Tvas Faelan, who died a.d. 733, 'lifter a
well-spent life

''—(Annals, Four Masters).

The fourth and last son of Bran Mut was Fomcadh, of whose history

we know nothing. Bran Mut was succeeded by his son,

110. Murcadh Mor, who was renowned for his valour and bravery,
hence his name, " Mor " signifying " gi-eat '' or '' powerful." As already
mentioned, he fought a great battle with Feargall (Farrell), son of Moel-
duin (now Muldoon, or Meldon), monarch of Ireland, at Allen, County
Eldare. The royal army raised by the king of Ireland consisted of 2 1,000
choice troops, while Murcadh's army amounted only to 9,000, supported
by eighty-nine distinguished and valiant champions of hardened and
seasoned courage, and the troops of his household, inconsiderable in number
but of undaunted bravery. Both armies entered the field, and a most
bloody and desperate engagement followed. In the beginning of the
action the provincial troops made so di-eadful an impression that they
pierced the king's army, putting them into utter contusion, and making
an incredible slaughter ; so that, notwithstanding his great superiority of

numbers, Feargall was forced to give way, and victory was declared for

the king of Leinster, while 3,300 of the enemy were left dead on the
field. Some historians say that as many as 7,000 of the king of Ireland's

troops were killed on the spot. The misfortunes of Feargall on that day
are to be attributed to a sacrilegious act committed by him as he was advanc-
ing to fight the king of Leinster. Some of his forces, it is said, during
the march, broke into a church called Cillin (now Xilcullen), and carried

away the sacred vessels of the altar. They also violently drove away a cow
belonging to a hermit of that place, which sacrilege and injustice were so

resented by the pious old man that he laid dreadful imprecations upon the

king, and appealed to heaven for exemplary vengeance upon him and
his army. The prayers of that holy man prevailed, and occasioned the loss

of the battle, wherein Feargall, king of Ireland, and his sacrilegious forces

lost their lives. Murcadh Mor lived for many years afterwards to govern
his subjects in peace and prosperity, and ended a happy reign by a peaceful

death. It would appear that he divided his kingdom among his three sons.
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To Hs son, Muiredeach, he gave Ui Muiredaigh and Imaile, wHch
nearly correspond with the present South Kildare and County Wicklow.

To his second son, Duncadh, he gave nearly all his territory

east of the Liffey, which nearly corresponds with our present County

Duhlin.

To his third son, Faelan, he gave that part of his territory which

corresponds with the present North Zildare, from Naas (where his royal

palace was situate) to Maynooth and Eilcock, which afterwards was known

by the name of Ui Faelan.

"With this division of territory commenced the weakness and down-

ward tendency of the Clan O'Toole. The old adage, " United we stand,

but divided we fall," was verified in their case. Muiredeach was now

chief of Hy-Murray, Duncadh of Ui Dunchada, and Faelan of Ui Faelan

;

so that, instead of one strong, vigorous clan, presenting a bold front to

any enemies that might arise, there were now three clans, rendered com-

paratively weak by the division. United, the Clan O'Toole held para-

mount control over Leinster ; divided, it became a prey to its greedy

neighbours—to th e Danes on one side, and to the Mac Murroughs on the

other. Of the evil effects of this partition, the subsequent history of the

Clan affords us too many painful illustrations. Duncadh became king of

Leinster, and was slain in battle in a.d. 727, and his clan driven in further

towards the sea, where they became a prey to the Danes on their first ar-

rival at Dublin. Faelan also became king of Leinster after the death of

his brother, Duncadh. His descendants called themselves in after-years

the Ui Brins, or the O'Byrnes, after Faelan's grandfather, Bran Mut.

He died in the year a.d. 734, after laying the foundation of a posterity

which, at the present writing, exceeds in number any other clan in

Ireland (except the O'Murphys), the gi-eat family of the O'Byrnes, which

amounts to upwards of twenty thousand souls at the present day,

111. Muiredeach, from whom the territory of Ui Muiredaigh (now

Hy-Murray) took its name. This territory includes the present parishes of

Castledermot and Karraghmore, and was the territory of the father of the

great St. Laurence, who possessed it up to the time of the English
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Invasion. From this prince are descended St. Laurence and those who are
known to-day bj- the honoured name of O'Toole. He died in the year a.d.
755, and was succeeded by his son,

112. Bran Ardchean, king of Leinster, grandson of Murcadh Mor,
and great grandson of Bran Mut, from whom are the Ui Muii-ediagh, who
supplanted the Ui Gabla, the Ui Enechglais, the Laighis-Fin, and the
Earthar Liffe, he was defeated at Cuirrech Tjffe, by Eandrach Mac Faelan
in the year 777.

Bi-an Ardchean was man-ied to Eithne, daughter of Domhnall
Medeach. She and her husband were slain by Finachta Catherdere, son
of Cellach (O'Helly), at Cill Cuille, now Kilcoole, in the county of Wick-
low, on the 4th May, a.d. 780.

113. Muirdeach, of whom history is silent, died a.d. 818, leaving
four sons, namely Bran, who was Tanist of Leinster, and was slain in
battle at Dunbolg, now Dunboyke, in Hollywood Glen, county Wicklow,
by Cearbhall, king of Ossory, in the year 868.

The second son of Muiredeach was Dunlang, king of Leinster, who
laid aside the crown for the cowl, in the monastery at E:ildare, that he
might the more easily strive to gain a crown of glory in heaven. This
was in the year 867, and he was called, let us hope, to his eternal
reward two years after, in 869.

The third son of Muiredeach was Arthuir, who died in the year a.d.

815, leaving one son, named Garbeth, who was Tanist of Leinster, and
died in the year 881.

The fourth son of Muiredeach was Maelbrigte, who had one son, whose
name was Tuathal (Toole), who was king of Leinster, and was slain in

the year 852.

114. Dunlang, king of Leinster, who, previous to his becoming a

monk, was man-ied, and had three children, namely, Aillill, who was slain

by the Danes, in the year 869; Cairpre, who was king of Leinster,

and a hostage to Cearbhall, king of Ossory, and who died in a.d. 881.
Cairpre had a son named Domnhall, who was Tanist of Leinster, and died

in the year 864, leaving a son named Muiredeach, who was also Tanist of
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Leinstei", and wlio "was slain a.d. 906. The third son of Dunlang was
Domnhall, Tanist of Leinster, who died in the year 862.

115. Aillill, the eldest son of Dunlang, had two sons, Caellech (Kelly),

who became abbot of Kildare and Sky in 854 and 863, and died a holy

death in Pictland. His son,

116. ZTj/fliVe (Hugh), who was king of Lcirster. • He was slain at

Confuit (Confey), near Leixlip, County Kildare, by Sitric, grandson of

Imhar. He had a son named

117. Twa^M (Toole), which is derived from the Irish word, "Tuatha,"

and means in English, "Territory," or one possessed of large landed pro-

perty. He was called Tuathal after Tuathal the Legitimate, the 78th

monarch of Ireland, of whom the poet wrote :

,.,,.,. " Tuathal, for whom the land was fair,

. .., :

-

Chief of Meath—of a thousand heroes

—

' :v. r. Wa^ wounded; that chief of fair Freamhainn,

On the side of the hill of Gleanman Ghabhainn."

TJa Tuathal (O'Toole) was a valiant warrior and a great man, and

added much to the territories and the prestige of the Clan O'Toole in

Leinster.

He made war twice on the king of Hy Ceansallagh, as is stated by

the Four Masters, as follows

:

" Bruadar Mac Duibhahilla, Lord of Hy-Ceansallagh, was slain by

Tuathal (Toole), son of Ugaire." This king, Bruadar, had his residence at

Eathvilly, and we may suppose that it was then Tuathal added to his

territory of Imaile that part south of the glen of that name.*

Again we find him making war on the O'Moores of Laighis, and gain-

ing a great victory over them, as is related thus:—"In the year 950 a

victory was gained over the people of Laighis and the Ui Faii-chiellain,

(FercuUen) by Tuathal, son of Ugaii-e, in which many were slain, Cuilen,

son of Gusau, was taken prisoner.''t

* Four Masters. f Four Masters, 950.
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Again we find liim at war with the O'Couuor Faley, as related

thus :
" Murcadh, son of Finn, was mortally wounded by Tuathal in the

year 928. He was of the O'Connor Faley family."*

Under the year Qolf is recorded the plundering of "Inis Deimhlo
and Inis Ulladh by Amhlaibh Cuaran, and Tuathal, son of Ugaii-e."

And again, " A battle was gained by Tuathal, son of Ugaire, over
the Hy-Ceansallagh, in which many Avere slain,"+ This battle must

.
have almost annihilated the Ui-Ceansallagh, as they are scarcely heard of

in Irish history after that period till Dermo 1 McMurrough's time.

The Four Masters do not tell us what was the cause of these wars
between the 'Toole and his neighbouring chieftains; whether 0' Toole

was on the offensive or defensive ; nor do they tell us the full particulars

of these battles, nor the exact places in which they were fought. Perhaps
it was that he found it necessary to repel the encroachments of his covetous

neighbours, or to repossess himself of what had been unjustly wrested

from his fathers. Of these particulars we are ignorant, o'A'ing to the

wholesale destruction of Irish literature and Irish documents by the Danes
and English at various times, but most signally and extensively in the

reign of Queen Elizabeth.

This great warrior died, leaving his clan in a more prosperous position

than it had been since the time of their great ancestor, Murcadh Mov,

X.L., A.D. 72C, and leaving after him a name that shall be known and re-

spected in Ireland till the angel shall sound the last trumpet for all to

come to judgment; because, soon after his death it was that Brian

Boroimhc, monarch of Ireland, enacted that all the descendants of Milesius

should adopt a name by which they should be distinguished from others,

leaving it at the option of each one to take either the name of their im-

mediate father, or the name of any great man or hero of their family line.

Those who Avould take the name of their father would use the prefix,

'• Mac " (sou of), as MacDonucll, the son of Donuell ; while those who

"' Four Masters, 937 f Four Masters, 'Jol.

1 Foul- Masters, 055.

»J



50 HISTORY OF THE CLAN o'tOOLE [a.D. OoO.

chose to select the other, would take the prefix, "Ua," or "0," as

O'DonueU, that is, of O'Donnell, or of the line of, or desceuded from, a

great man of the name of Donnell ; and thus it was that the descendants of

Tuathal called themselves after their great chief, Tuathal, or, as it sounds in

English, Toole, which, by prefixing the " Ua,'' or " 0," the name becomes

Ua Tuathail, or O'Toole, as it is now known by.

From this name, Tuathal, or Toole, several places in Ireland have

taken their names. Thus, Glasthule, in the County of Dublin ; Cam
Tual, in the County Kerry, the highest mouDtain ui Ireland; Listowel, in

the County Kerry, meaning the camp of O'Toole, and several other places

in the Counties Wicklow and Eildare, called Ballytoole and Toolestown.

Tuathal was king of Western Liffe (that is, that part of Ivildare and

Wicklow lying immediately west of the present Eiver Liffey), and had

his palace at Allin, near Old EilcuUen.

" O'Toole of the fortress famous for mead,

Is chief of the valiant tribe of Hy-Murray,

As far as Almain of melodious music.

Of verdant, grassy, fertile plains."*

Ua Tuathal left four sons, namely, Dunlaug, Domhnall, Duncadh,

and Augaire. Dimlang fought at Clontarf in a.d. 1014, and died at

Glendalough in the same year. Domhnall died about the year 990, a

prisoner of Duucadb, king of Leiustcr, son of Domhnall Elocu. Duncadh,

the third son of Tuathal, was Tanist of Leiustcr, and died a.d. 964.

Augaire, the fourth son of O'Toole, was also Tanist of Leinster. lie Avas

slain, with many others of his kinsmen, at the battle of Clontarf. He left

one son, named Acdh, who was living in the year 1034. It is not recorded

how or where he died.

Piefereucc being made so often in these pages to the Tanist, it may
not be out of place if I here insert a short explanation of the

* O'Hccrin.
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LAWS OF TAXISTKY.

The system of the Brohoii Laws relating to the tenm-e of lands, the

election of chiefs, and other regulations of policy, was tenned "Tanistry."

Tauist (in Irish, Taniste) was the terra aj^plied to the successor-elect, or

heir-ajjpareut of the king, prince, lord, or chief, and who succeeded im-

mediately after his death. There were about thirty of these tanists, or

heirs-apparent to the throne in Ireland. They were generally princes,

the sons of the reigning kings, and comprised the first class of the Irish

nobility, holding a rank equal to that of princes, dukes, marquises, &c.,

in England and other countries. The second class of Irish nobility was
called "Tiama," or "Tighearna," from the word, "Tir," a territory or

country. Each of these " Tiarna " possessed a territory equal to one or

two baronies, and itinked as barons, and there were about two hundred of

them in Ireland. The thu-d class of nobility Avere called "Taviseach," or

chiefs, each of whom held tracts of land varying in extent, genemlly in-

cluding one or two parishes, and comprising from about ten to thirty

thousand acres. Of these chiefs there Avcre about six hundred or more, all

heads of clans, possessing considerable power in the state, and holding the

rank of the principal gentiy and landed proprietors of modern times, such

as knights or members of parliament of the present day.

" Brughaidhi" was the name applied to large fanners, Avho had large

holdings of land under the chiefs, and thej' were very numerous and

wealthy, possessing great flocks, much corn, &c.

By the law of gavelkind, at the death of a chief his lands were

divided among his sons only, with the exception of the mensal lands,

Avhich Avere free from the law of gavelkind, and descended to his eldest

son, or tauist, Avhile the goods and chattels of the chief Avere divided

amongst his daughters.

Various crimes Avcro punished or compounded fur b}- a fine called

"Eric."
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MILITARY V\'EAPOXS, ETC., OF THE IRISH.

The weapons, ai'mour, banners, and battle-cries of the Irish were the

following : The weapons were swords, battleases, spears, lances, or jave-

lins, bows, arrows, and darts, with a bag or pouch for holding same

;

skeans and daggers for close combat, and the ancient slings.

The armour consisted of a coat of mail, shield, buckler, target, and

helmet.

The banners consisted of bratach and standard.

The bard attended the battlefield, and raised the war-cry, or wai--

song.

The Irish rushed into the battle with fierce shouts of defiance. Their

chief cry was '' Farrah I'' " Fan-ah !" which means to fight valiantly.

They also shouted " Aboo," which means " for ever," as " O'Neill Aboo I"

" O'Donncll Aboo !" " O'Toole Aboo !"—that is, " The O'lTeill for ever,"

or " Victory to the O'^'eill," " The O'Donnell," or " The O'Toole." The

O'Toole had also the war-cry of " Feniann Aboo !" because the ancient

Fenians were of this clan.

THE IRISH ARMY.

The kerns were the light foot of the Irish army. They Averc armed

with long spears or pikes, javelins, darts, skeans, and daggers, bows and

arrows, and in the earlier ages also with slings. The Irish soldiers were

admittedly great and valiant warriors ; they were remarkably strong and

active, and so swift of foot that they could overtake an English horseman in

full gallop, jump up behind him, aud pull him off his horse. The kerns were

diAdded into bodies of spear-mcn, dart-men, slingers, and archers. The

archers were very expert in the use of their bows, made chiefly of ash aud

yew.

The gallowglasscs were the heavy infantry of the Irish, a sort of

grenadiers, being select men of grcut strength and statui-c, armed with

sword and battlease. They also wore coats of mail, composed of a network

of small iron rings, helmets, and brcast-jDlates. Sometimes their armour

was made of strong leather, and their shields and bucklers of wood, M'hich
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was sometimes covered with skins of animals. The Irish commanders all
wore armour, coats of mail, shields, &e., &c.

The cavalry of the Irish might be considered as mounted kerns, being
chiefly a kind of light horse.*

THE DANISH Hs'VASION,

From the beginning of the ninth century Ireland was infested by the
Danes and other adventurers from Denmark, Sweden, and Korway. These
marauders, hearing of the dissensions amongst the Irish princes, considered
Ireland an easy prey, and consequently landed on her shores, sailed up
her navigable rivers, and defeated the" Irish in many battles, razing the
cities and towns, robbing the monasteries and churches, and then setting
them on fire, thus laying the whole countiy waste, and spreading sorrow
and desolation all over the land. Nor could it be expected that Leinster
would escape their desolating hard. So we find the Leinstcrmen, in the
year 837, arming themselves and preparing to oppose the progress of
these marauders into their country. They met the invaders at Drum-
condra, where a bloody combat ensued. The fortune of the day remained
doubtful for a time between both armies, but finally the Leinstermen gave
way and flsd, which gave occasion for a dreadful slaughter of them by the
Danes in pursuit, and left Dublin in their possession. The Danes then
invaded Imail and Ui Muireadheadh, which latter was set on fire, with
the monasteries of ICildare and Desert Dermidhda (now Castle Dermott),
Glendalough, and Tallaght.

The pious bishop of Glendalough, the venerable Bishop Eochaidh,
son of Ceallaigh (Eelly), of Tallaght, and Eochaidh Ua Tuathail, Bishop
of Luigh iloigh, died about this time, and thus was Leinster, as well
as the other parts of Ireland, allowed by Providence to be chastised and
punished for the dissensions and sins of its people. At last, Cormac, king
of Munster, succeeded in uniting the Irish kings and princes against the
common enemy. The Danes, after having been defeated in a few important

* Vide Xotes to Connellan's " Four Masters."
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battles, and seeing the princes united against them, withdrew to the

seaports, and many of them hoisted their sails and left Ireland altogether,

for the Isle of Man, "Wales, and England.

No sooner had they gone than the Irish princes began to war among
themselves again. King Cormac of Munster was persuaded to make war
on Leinster, and compel the Leinsterraen to pay tribute or chief rent to

him, which the Leinstermen refused, on account of which a fierce battle

was fought on the borders of Leinster. The Mononians encamped at

LoughUn, and the Leinstermen at Ballymoonan. The battle was won by
the Leinstermen. Eing Cormac and the greater portion of the Munster
nobles were left dead on the field.

The following Leinster princes held command, and signalized them-
selves by their valour on that day : Carroll Muircagain, king of Leinster

Teigeini Feolan, king of Hy-Censeallagh ; Teimeinean, king of Deagadh
Ceallach and Lorcan, the two kings of Cinncal; Ineirge, the son of Dubh
gioUa, king of Idi-ona; Fallomhar, the son of Oilloilla, king of Foitarthafea

and Tuathal, son of Ughaire, king of TJi Muireadhaigh, with many other

nobles, under the monarch of Ireland,

For further particulars of this battle, which is very interesting, see

Keatiug's History of Ireland, or the Battle of Ballymoon, Co. Kildare.

The Danes, seeing the Irish princes again quarrelling, returned

and became as troublesome as before, when Malachy, monarch of Ireland,

gave them battle, defeated, and drove them back to the sea, after a

gi'eat slaughter of them ; on which event our truly national poet, Moore,

wrote his famous poem :

'• Let Erin remember the days of old.

Ere her faithless sons betrayed her,

When Malachy wore the collar of gold,

"Which he won from the proud invader
;

"^"heu her kings, with standards of green unfurled,

Led the Pied Branch knights to danger,

Ere the emerald gem of the western world

"Was set in the crown of a stranger."
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Brian (Boroimhe) became king of Muuster about this time. He
drove the Danes down the Shannon to the sea, and, having defeated them
in many battles, he drove them from the south of Ireland; but, being an
ambitious man, he was anxious to get control over Leinster, levy a tribute

on it, and finally assume full control over all the princes of Ireland.

Here it may be interesting to take a glance at Irish politics, and
the state of the nation immediately preceding the battle of Clontarf,

and also to take a short review of the immediate causes which led

to that memorable event. Indeed, such a retrospect will be found

necessary to the more lucid understanding of the subsequent history

of our country, and to the fathoming of that seemingly inexplicable

mystery presented in the astounding success of a petty foreign invasion

of a countrj' where so many previous and incomparably more formid-

able invasions had signally failed. Such a review will furnish a key

to this vexed problem, and enable the student of Irish history to answer

more satisfactorily that sigaLficant query of the immortal Moore

—

" How hands so vile could conquer hearts so brave ?"

and will go to show that in disseminating, propagating, and intensifying

discord, disunion, and contention, Brian Boroimhe was no mean factor.

Before entering on the battle of Clontarf I intend here to place before

the reader an authentic account of another battle that was fought, a.d. 998

;

a battle that was most important in its results as bearing upon the subse-

quent one of Clontarf. The site of this battle -was as follows : On the

left of the great highway called Beallach Dimbolg lies the famous Glen

Mama (now called Lammastown), where a great battle was fought between

Brian Boroimhe on the one side, and the Danes and Leinstermen on the

other, in which the latter were defeated with great slaughter, and out of

which sprung indirectly the great battle of Clontarf.

THE BATTLE OF GLEX MAMA. *

'' The people of Leinster, refusing to pay the tribute imposed on them

* Four blasters.
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by Brian Boroimhe, confederated mth. the Danes of Dublin ; and their com-

bined forces, under Harold, the son of Aulaf , son of Etigen, Trith the nobles

of Dublin, and the men of Leinster, under theii- king, Maelmordha, fought

a great battle at Glen Mama mth the troops of Munster, under Brian

Boroimhe and his son Murrough, aided by Malachy, monarch of Ireland,

and the men of Meath.
" The Danish forces and their Lagenian allies were totally defeated,

and according to some accounts five thousand of them, and by others*

six thousand, were slain, together with Harold, the son of Aulaf, Coilen,

the son of Etigen, and many other chiefs."

The following passage from an ancient author concerning this battle

is also quoted:

"They came to the valley of Mama, and, having no water convenient,

they were compelled to drink of the unhealthy pools, and fought with

stones towards the end of the battle.

"The victory was gained triumphantly by the kings (Brian and

Malachy) as far as the northern woods, and they burned ' Dublin the

Beautiful,' after laying waste Leinster. This battle was fought, a.d. 999

(Four Masters, 998), at Glen Mama, a valley near Dunlavin, on the borders

of Wicklow and Dublin. After the victory, Brian and Malachy came to

Dublin, where they remained a week, and took from the Danes great

quantities of gold and silver, with many captives. They burned the for-

tress and expelled Sitric, son of Aulaf, king of the foreigners."

HOW THE BATTLE OF CLONTAEF CAME TO BE FOUGHT.
1014.

Brian (Boroimhe), having succeeded in compelling Malachy to resign

the monarchy of Ireland, and accept the title of king of Meath, assumed the

chief monarchy of Ireland himself on the plea that Malachy was not able

to cope with the Danes, and he retiuiied to Ivincorah.

In "Wars of the Gaedhill with the Gael," we read that

—

* MacGeoffhcMn's History of Ireland.
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''The Leinster chieftains were, at this time, exasperated by the con-

duct of Brian Boroimhe in invading and oven-unning their province, and

attempting to re-enforce the Boroimhean tribute, which had not been levied

for nearly six hundred years previously.

*' The king of Leinster having gone down to Eincorah on a visit to

Brian, brought with him a present of some very tall trees, which Brian

had asked him for, to use as masts of ships, and also as a sort of tribute, and

acknowledgment of Brian's supreme monarchy over Ireland.

"The king of Leinster, on his arrival, got a severe scolding from his

sister (Brian's Avife), for his subserviency to Brian, and being also insulted

by Brian's son over the chess-board, he left the castle early next morning

in high dudgeon, and refused to return with a servant who had been sent

after him to bring him back, and who overtook him just outside the draw-

bridge leading from the Palace of Kincorah,

"ATaelmordha arrived that night at Sen Leall Abainor, in Ui-m-

Buidhe, reaching early next morning the castle of Dunlang, son of

Tuathal, king of lartha Lephi, at Garb Thanach, and the nobles of Laigen

were assembled to meet him at that place in convention. The king told

them that he had received dishonour, and that reproachful words were

applied to him in person, and to the whole province of Leinster.

"The decision that they came to thereupon was to turn on and defend

themselves against Brian. They sent messengers to Flaithbertagh, son of

Murchertach O'Neill, i.e., to the king of Ailech, exhorting him to make

war upon Maelsechlainn and Uladh, and other messengers were despatched

to Fergal Ua Euarc, king of Breffni, and to Uailgary O'Ciardhal, king of

Cairbre, and these all consented to turn against Brian.

"Thus began the great battle of Clontarf, a.d. 1014, in which

Boetan, son of Dunlang O'Toole, king of Western Liphi, and Dunlang,

son of Tuathal, king of Liphi, and four other princes of the Clan O'Toole,

held command, under Maelmurdha (O'Byrne), king of Leinster."

THE BATTLE OF CLONTAEF,

where the king, and many princes of the house of O'Toole were killed
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and which is such a memorable epoch in the history of Ireland, is regarded

by many u'ho possess but an imperfect and superficial knowledge of the

subject, as of immense advantage to Ireland, and who also esteem Brian

Boroimhe as a mighty hero, and a great benefactor of his country, while

to my mind his usurpation and tyranny were the commencement of

Ireland's disasters.

The battle of Clontarf was the first great revelation of the widespread

and unnatural internal division which was the consequence of that

usurpation ; and his selfish ambition -was the fruitful generator of those

elements of discord and contention, which, ari*ayiug prince against prince,

and cbief against chief, finally eventuated in the downfall of his country

as a nation. That he was a great and successful general, and a valiant

soldier, I concede; and that in driving the Danes out of Ireland he

performed a very creditable and desirable achievement, I also acknow-

ledge ; although it must be borne in mind that he had himself given

them a recognised standing in the affairs of the nation, when he solicited

and utilised their alliance to dethrone Malachy ; but that he was a tyrant

and a usurper I most positively affirm, and that by such tyranny and

usurpation he so disorganised the Irish nation, that it became an easy

prey to the English and Norman invaders, I also maintain. In fact,

while he drove out one batch of invaders, the Danes, he, by the seeds

of dissension which he sowed, and by the apple of discord he set rolling,

opened out a sure and facile way for the success of the Anglo-Norman,

under whose galling yoke Ireland has been groaning and suffering for the

last seven hundred years.

Brian Boroimhe (Brian of the Cow Tribute), after the death of his

brother, Mahon, king of Munster, ascended to the throne of that kingdom,

and, after having revenged himself on his brother's murderers, by putting

them to death, his ambition urged him to become monarch of Ireland; and

in order to attain his object, he joined with the chiefs of Munster and

Connaught and a number of D.uies, as his allies, and marched to Tara,

and compelled Malachi to abdicate, leaving him, however, the title of

king of i\Ieath. Thus, the sceptre of Ireland, which had been swayed
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bj kings of the house of Heremon, and particularly by the descendants
of Xiall the Great, since the reign of that monarch in the fourth century,
was thus transferred in the beginning of the eleventh century to the
house of Heber.

Having received the abdication of King Malachi, he was declared
monarch of Ireland, at Atlilone, a.d. 1002, under the title of Brian
Boroimhe, or Brian of the Cow Tribute, because, having previously made
war on the Leinster jjeople and defeated them, he exacted from tliem the
cow tribute which had been originally levied on them by the monarch
Tuathal in the second century, but in the seventh century had been
remitted, through the intercession of St. Mogue, of Ferns. He made
war again on the Danes of Dublin and the people of Leinster, and
the battle came off at Glenmama, near Dunlavin, on the borders of
Xildare. As already recorded, he defeated their combined forces, leaving
G,000 of them dead on the field, and marching to Dublin, he laid waste
Fingal and the country round about. Having sacked the city, and placed
on the throne of Leinster Maelmordha Mac Murcadh, he retired to ICean-
Coradh, in Munster, on the banks of the Shannon. It was here, through an
unfortunate act of imprudence on the part of the king of Leinster, that
the battle of Clontarf was brought about. It happened in the following
manner : i\Iaelmordha, the king of Leinster, paid a visit to his sister, the
wife of Brian, at Eean-Coradh, and during the entertainment given in his
honour, a game of chess was being played by Brian's eldest son, Murrough,
and his cousin Conaing. Maelmordha was looking on, and suggested a
move, by which Murrough might have lost the game. "That was like the
advice you gave the Danes which lost them Glenmama," exclaimed the
prince. Maelmordha replied, "I shall advise them again and they shall not
be defeated." "Then, you had better remind them to prepare a yew-tree*
for your own rocoption," was the bitter rejoinder.

And this was the " casus hellW The king of Leinster proceeded lo

organize a revolt against Brian, and succeeded; several of the Irish chiefs

* Maelmordha vas said to ha-\-e escaped at Glenmama, bv hiding in a vew tree.
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flocked to his standard. An encotmter took place in Meath, where the
eldest son of Malachi was slain. Malaehi marched to the rescue, and
defeated the assailants, with great slaughter, a.d. 1013. Fierce reprisals

now took place on each side, sanctuary was disregarded, and Malachi
called on Brian to assist him. Brian at once complied, and after succes^r-

fuUy ravaging Ossory, he marched to Dublin, where he was joined by his

son Murrough, who devastated Imail and Glendalough (the O'Tooles'

counti-y), burning, destroying, and carrying off captives, until he reached
Cill Maighnenn (now Kilmainham). They blockaded Dublin from the 9th
of September until Christmas Day, when Brian, for want of provisions, was
obliged to raise the siege and return home.

The most active preparations were now made on both sides for a

mighty and decisive conflict. The Danes came fi-om Norway, Sweden,
Denmark, Isle of Man, Wales, and Cornwall, both land and sea forces, to

assist the Leinstermen, and make a determined stand against Brian
Boroimhe the ruling, and Malachy the deposed, monarch of Ireland, and
now king of Meath. A powerful fleet, with the combined forces of

foreigners, arrived in Dublin Bay on Palm Sunday, the 18th April, a.d.

1014, under the command of Brodar, the Danish Admiral, to the number
of twelve thousand men, who, with their allies the Lagenians or

Leinstermen, nine thousand sti-ong, amounted in all to 21,000. When
Maelmordha, king of Leinster, found all the foreign allies assembled, he
sent a herald to Brian Boroimhe, challenging him to battle on the plains

of Clontarf.

Brian, with all the men of Ireland who obejed him, met Maelmordha
and the Danes at the time and place ajipointed. The battle took place

at the mouth of the river Tolka, near where Ballybough Bridge now stands.

Malaehi of Meath came with one thousand men, and, according to

Keating and O'Halloran, O'Xeill, Prince of Ulster, made an offer of his

troops and services, which was declined by Brian. 0' Can-oil, Prince of

Oriell, Prince Felim O'Neill (called Felim of the Silver Shield), Sitric,

Prince of Ulster, and Mormaors, or great Stewards, Mar and Lennox,

with their forces from Scotland, all fought on the side of Brian Boroimhe,







A.D. 1014.] AND OTHER LEIKSTER SEPTS. 61

whose army, consisting in the main of the provincial troops of Munster and

Conuaught, amounted to about twenty thousand men, so that the two

armies were about equal.

The battle now commenced. The Danish and Leinster forces were

disposed for action in three divisions. The army of Brian Avas also

arranged in thi-ee divisions, and Brian himself, with a crucifix in one

hand and a sword in the other, harangued his forces, and retired to the

rere to await the result of the conflict. It was a conflict of heroes. A
hand to hand fight. Bravery was not wanting on either side ; and for

a long time the result seemed doubtful. Towards evening, however, as

many of the Danish leaders were cut down, their followers began to

give way, and Brian's forces prepared for a final effort. The Northmen

and Leinstermen were now flying—the former to their ships, the latter

towards Dublin, but as they reached the Tolka, they found it swollen

by the incoming tide, and thousands who had escaped the sword perished

by water.

Brodar, on his retreat to his ship, coming upon the camp to which

Brian had retired, and finding him unarmed, sIcav him, and also cut oft' the

hand of his page who had stretched it out to save his king. He then cried

out, " liOt it be proclaimed fi-om man to man that Brian has fallen by the

hand of Brodar."

According to the Four jMasters, Maelmordha, the king of Leinster,

and numbers of his chiefs, among whom Avere many of the O'Tooles,

Avere slain, and Dimlaug, second in command of the Lagenians, was so

badly Avouuded, that, having retired to Gleudulough, he died from their

effects in the same year.

It is stated in the ancient MS., called Leabhar Oiris, as given by

Keating, O'Hallorau, and others, that Avhen Malachy returned to Meath,

he described the battle as follows :

"It is impossible for human language to describe that battle, nor

could less than au angel from heaven relate the terrors of that day. As
spectators, aa'c were separated from the combatants at no greater distance

than the breadth of a ditch and afalloAV field, the high wind of the spring



62 HISTOnY OF THE CLAJs" o'tOOLE [a.D. 1014.

blo-vring towards where we stood. Xot for longer than half an hour after

the conflict commenced could the combatants be distinguished from each

other. JTot even a father or a brother could recognise each other, except

by theii- voices, so closely were they mingled together. When the wamoi-s

engaged and grappled in close combat, it was dreadful to behold how their

weapons glittered above their heads in the sun, giving them the appearance

of a numerous fleck of white sea-gulls flying in the air. Our bodies and

clothes were covered over witli a red rain of blood, borne from the battle-

field on the wings of the wind. The swords, spears, and battleaxes of

the combatants were so cemented and entangled with clotted blood and

locks of hair, that they could with difficulty use them ; and it was a long

time before they recovered theii* former brightness. To those who beheld

the slaughter as spectators, the sight was moie terrible than to those en-

gaged in the battle, which continued from sumise until the shades of

evening, when the full tide carried the ships away."

As already mentioned, Brian Boroimhe fell that day. He was re-

markable for his majestic stature, and highly distinguished for his personal

prowess, bravery, and feats of arras in various battles. There are still

some remains to be seen of the great earthen ramparts that surrounded

his palace of Kcan-Coradh, on the banks of the lordly Shannon.

I have gone thus far into the history of Brian Boroimhe and the

battle of Clontarf to show the reader that the O'Tooles of the period were

justified in taking the part they did on that memorable day in which

their king Dunlang was second in command. The battle was not, as is

generally supposed, entirely between the Irish and the Danes, in the first

place ; and secondly, not having possession of the crown of Leinster, they

were bound by the law of Tanistry to obey Maeliuordha, the king of

that province, who entered into the war.

Brian Boroitnhc, having upset the normal state of Irish government,

which had been established by Tuathal the Legitimate in the second ccu-

tiu-y, and which provided four provincial kings, one for each province,

and a fifth to be kiug of Meath or Tara, and supreme monarch of

Ireland, his usurpation so disorganized the state of things in Ireland,
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that when lie wds removed by death, nothing but disorder and confusion

reigned among the petty kings and princes of the country, and this con-

tention, disunion, and disorganization continuing, prepared the country

for, and made it an easy prey to, the Anglo-Norman invaders who took

possession of Ireland in something more than a hundred years afterwards,

and continue to hold it to the present day, to the great detriment and im-

poverishment of the Irish people. And thus have we been justly punished

by Almighty God for the dissensions of our forefathers.

" 'Twas fate, they said, a wayward fate,

: Your chain of discord wove
;

For while your tyrants joined in hate.

You never joined in love."

118. Dunking, king of Liffe, was eldest son of Tuathal, who lived at

Grarbthanach, near Mullaghi-eliou, in Mach LifEe, and it was here that the

great battle of Clontarf was agreed upon at a meeting of the kings and

princes, held at Dunlang's palace, on the return of the king of Leinster from

a visit to Brian Boroimhe at Eean-Coradh, a.d. 1 1 3. Dunlang fought vali-

antly at Clontarf, and subsequently retired to the secluded retreat of Glenda-

lough to prepare for the close of the great battle of life, where he succumbed

to the many Avounds he had received, and died peacefully in the same year

as the battle, a.d. 1014. He was buried at Glendalough, witli six oth'u-

kings of the house of O'Toolc, M-here theu- graves are still pointed out.

Until lately this grave was marked by a tombstone, which has been

gradually removed by tomists and foreigners visiting Glendalough, and

taking away with them as relics to theu- friends in distant lands pieces of

the tombstone of King O'Toole, till nothiug now remains of it.

This tombstone is mentioned by Archdall as follows :*

"The Ehefcart church, literally the sepulchre of kings, is famous for

haviug seven princes interred Avithin its limits. In the church is the tomb

* Ai'cliduU's "Monasticon Hibcrnicum," ISctcu Cliurchi;f, Glciidtiluugli.
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of M'Mthuil, or O'Toolc. the ancient chieftain of the country, -vrith the

following inscription in the Irish character

:

"JESUS CHEIST.

" Mile deach feuch corp re M'Mthuil.

" See here the resting-place of the body of Xing M'Thuil, who died in

"Christ, 1014."

Many others of the family are said to be interred here, where a

stone cross elegantly canned is still preserved.

Dunlang, king of Ui Muiredeagh, who died at Glendalough, as

already stated, is thus mentioned in the Four Masters

:

"Battle of Clontarf, 1013: Fell, Tuathal, son of Ugaire, royal heir

of Leinster, and a countless slaughter of Leinsterraen along with him." *

lie left a numerous family of children, namely :

(1.) Domhnall, who blinded the Coarb of St. Kevin in a.d. 1029.

(2.) Murcadh, M-ho slew Domhnall Ehcamer, king of Hy-Cinnsellagh,

at Cillnalappoy, County Carlow, in the year 1041, andAvas slain himself in

battle by Mac GiUapadi-ic in a.d. 1042.

(o.) Doncuan TJa Tuathail, who assumed that siu-uamc by order of

the monarch, Brian Boroimhe, who was the third son of Dunlang, and

Avas called the " Simpleton,'' for what reason does not appear, as he seems

to have possessed better sense than any of his brothers. He Avas made
king of Leinster by Malachy II. in a.d. 101 C, and Avas slain by Mac
Gillapadraig, A.D. 1018.

* " Tuathal, son of Ugaire." Tliis is a mistake, because Tuathal, son of Ugaire,

died in 9oG.' It should be, as in the "Annals of Innisfalien," " MacTuathal," i.e.,

Dunlang, the son of Tuathal, son of Ugaire: This Tuathal was the progenitor of whom
the Ui Tuathal, or O'Toole, of Ui Muiredach, Ui Mail, and Fera Cualan, in Leinster, im-

mediately took their hereditary surname. See O'Donovan's notes to ' Four blasters."
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(4.) Augaire or Ugaire,* 1021. A victory was gained by Ugaire, son

of Dunlang, over Sitric, son of Amhlaribh, and tlie foreigners of Ath-

Cliath (Dublin), atDerg Mogcrog, in Ui Bruinn Cualann, vrlicre be made

a dreadful slaughter of the foreigners (the Danes at Delgany).—(Four

^Masters). He was himself slain in battle with Dunsleibhe MacMaelmor-

dha, lord of Hy Faelan, at Dubhloc, in Leix Cuille, a.d. 1024.

Donnsleloibhe, son of Maeltnordha, lord of Hi Faelan, set out on a

predatory excursion into TJi Failghe, and the lord of Hi Failghe and some

of the TJi Muiredeagh overtook and slew him as he was pluudering Cill-

dare (Four Masters) 1037. Gillacomhghin, son of Anhalghaidh, lord of

TJi Ceallaigh Cuallan, was slain by the son of Aedh, son of Tuathal.

(5.) Doncadh, who was blinded at Castle Dermot by Duncan Mac-

Gillapadrig, King of Ossory, in the year 1037. The event is thus re-

corded f:
—'"1037—Dounchadh, son of Dunlaing, lord of Leinster, was

blinded by Dounchadh MacGillaphadraig, and he died at the end of the

week." And again, under 103S— "Dunchadh, son of Dunlaing, king of

Leinster, Avas taken prisoner at Desert Diarraada (now Castle Dermot) and

blinded by Dounchadh MacGillaphadi-aig, and he died immediately

after."

(6.) Dunlang, who migrated to lar Connaght, married the daughter of

O'Flaherty, king of lar Connaght, with whom he received the Island of

Omey as a dowry, and founded the Connaght branch of the clan O'Toole

in the beginning of the 11th centuiy.

(7.) Murcadh, who was elected tanist of Leinster, and was slain at

the battle of Magh Mulceith, in Leix, in the year 1042. The event is

recorded thus J :
—" Murcadh, son of Dunlaing, king of Leinster, and

Dounchadh, son of Aedh, lord of Ui Balche, fell by Gillaphadraig, son of

Dounchadh, lord of Osrighe, 1042.'

"' Colgan, iu liis "Life of Saint Canocus," says: "A.D. 1026. Augarius filius Dunking,

Ilex Lagoniae, in conflictu liabito, ad Dergnian S. Muvouci, in rcgione Hy Brian chicalanc,

contrivit Sitrium, filium Amlai et Kortmannos Dublaniensis usque ad intcrnaeionem longe

Cruentam.—(O'Douovan's ]S'otes to Four Masters.)

t Four Masters. + Ibid.
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(8.) Gillacaemgliin, son of Dunlang, son of Tuiitha], royal heir of

Leinster, was slain by the Leiustermen themselves

—

i.e., by the people of

Laighis (the Ui Moores), 1019. He left a daughter, who married Cathal,

lord of Cellagh CuaUan, who was slain in the year 1034.

(9.) Boetan, who was slain at Clontarf, 1014.

(10.) Longseach, also slain at the same battle.

(11.) Muirchertach—"1027. A plundering army was led by the

Osraighe into Ui Muireadhiagh, and they obtained great spoils, and

mortally wounded Muirchertach, son of Dunlaing.''* "1027. The Ui

Muireadhiagh went into Osraighe and plundered Tealach Domain (now

Tullamaine, near Callan, County Eilkenny), and slew the vice-abbot."

t

It would appear that the O'Tooles and the Fitzpatricks of Ossory were

continually at war about this time. Of all the sons of Dunlaing not one

died a natural death, but were all slain in battle, either at Clontarf, or

afterwards by the king of Ossory or other petty kings. But they were

all brave warriors, and met a soldier's death.

119. Doncuan Ua Tuathal, who was slain in 1018, as stated above,

was the third son of Dunlaing, the king of Ui Muireadhiagh, and was made

king of Leinster by Malachy the Second, and the first to put the "Ua," or

"0," before his name, and assume permanently the name, Ua TuathaU,

by which name all his descendants are known and called, which was in

after years anglicised into O'Toole. He left a son named

120. Gillacomghall Ua Tuathal. "1041. Gillacomgball, son of

Donchuan, son of Dunlaing, was forcibly carried away from CiUdarra by

Murcbadh, son of Dunlaing, when the successor of Bridget was violated."^

He left a son named

—

121. Gillacacmghin Ua Tuathal. " 1056. Gillacaemghin, son of

Gillacomghall, and Maelmordha, gi-andson of Faelan, were slain by Mur-

cadh, sou of Diarmid, through treachery and guile." ISTote.
—

" Gilla-

caemghin"

—

i.e., servant or client of Kevin. He was Gilla Kevin O'Toole,

son of Gillacomghall, who was living in 1041, who was son of Doncuan,

* loui Masters. f l^id. J Hid.
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son of Dunlaing, son of Tuathal, the progenitor of the O'Tooles, who died

AJ). 956.

122. Doncuan Bacagh Ua Tuathal. In 1075 he slew Doncadh and
Gillacaemghin, sons of Ugaii-e Ua Lorcan, of the Ui Doncadha. The event

is thus recorded by the Four llasters :
'* 1074. The two sons of Ugaire

Ua Lorcan, namely, Donchadh and Gillacaemghin, were killed by the grand-

son of Gillachomghaill Ua Tuathal in contesting the chieftainship of Ui

Muvchadha for then- father. In 1076 his people were slain by the Ui

Lorcan, and sixty-three heads were carried to a hill south of Castle Dermot
(Knocpatrick). The year of his death is not recorded, probably 1076,

He left one son named

—

123. Gillacomghall Ua Tuathal., who succeeded him in the lordship

of Ui Muiredeagh, and was slain in battle, a.d. 1119. He left after him
five sons, namely

—

(1.) Gillacaemghin. (2.) Ugaire, slain by the Ossorians. "a.d.

1134. An army was led by the son of MacMurchadh and the Leinster-

men into Osraighe, and the Osraighi resisted and slaughtered them, and

slew Ugaii-e Ua Tuathal, the royal heir of Leinster, with many others."*

" Same year a slaughter was made of the Osraighi and of the foreign-

ers of Port Lairge (now Waterford) by the sons of MacMurchadha, in

revenge of the slaughter aforesaid. ''f

(3.) Gillacomghall, who became Abbot of Glendalough, "was killed

by the Forthuatha; he was the successor of Caemghin, a.d. 1127."J

(4.) Murchadh was taken prisoner by the unlucky Diarmid Mac
Murrough, who caused his eyes to be put out in the year 1141. Under

114r, we find : § " Murcerteach Mac Gillamacholonoy, king of Leinster,

Avith the two Ua Lorcains, i.e., Murchadh, king of the Ui Muii-edeigh,

and his brother, defeated by the O'lSTeills, who invaded Leinster, and

slaughtered the Leinstermen." And from the same authority, under a.d.

1133|| :
" Dermot MacMurrough exercised great tyranny and cruelty upon

* Four Masters. f l^id- % lbi<^- % lf>'^-
II

^^i^-
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the Leinster nobility. He kiUed O'Foylan and Murrogh O'Tuhail, mth
others." (5.) The fifth and strongest son of Gillacotnghall was

—

124. Muirehertaeh Ua Tuathal,* 'W'ho succeeded his father in the posses-

sion of his princely patrimony, was elected king of Ui Muiredeagh. He
slew the king of Ennechglais, now known as Arklow and Ovoca, and the

surrounding country. Mac Cuir-na-g-Calpach-Ua Tuachnach, lord of

Feanachglais, was slain by Muirehertaeh Ua Tuathal, Lord of Ui Muir-

eadhaigh." "1164. Muirehertaeh Ua Tuathal, lord of Ui Muireadhaigh

and chief of Leinster, in hospitality and prowess, died after penance.

He was the father of the celebrated Saint Laurence O'Toole (Lorcan),

Archbishop of Dublin."t
This prince, after his election to the chieftaincy of his clan, lived at

Garbh Tanach, near Mullagh Reelion, and Castledermot, and he must also

have had a residence, or as it would be termed in modern parlance, a

"hunting,'' or "shooting-lodge,'' at Brittas, in the Glen of Imaile,

where Saint Laurence was nursed, and where his descendants continued

to live after they were driven by the English from the fertile plains of

Eildare, and from which they were further driven in after years by

Cromwell and his freebooters.

Muircertagh married the daughter of his kinsman Bran Ua Faelen, or

O'Byrne, King of Ui Faelan, by whom wad born to him one who in after

years became the greatest ornament, not only of his family and clan, but

of his Church and nation, as a saint, a hero, and a patriot. This son was

the great, the illustrious, and the patriotic Saint Laurence 0'' Toole,

who has shed more lustre and renown on the house and name of O'Toole

than all the royal ancestors of his line, though that line be ti-aced to the

valiant Cathair Mor and Ugaine Mor, and even to Milesius.

For, while the memory of these brave kings and noble heroes, eminent

as they were in their day for their prowess and magnanimity, has almost

* It must be borne in mind by the reader ttat in futm-e wliuuever be meets with

Ua Tuatbail and O'Toole in the coui'se of this work, they mean the same name, and are

sounded in the same way, the th in the former being silent, or nearly so, the latter being the

English -way of spelling the name. f Four Clusters.
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passed away, and their exploits and feats of arms nearly forgotten by their

countrymen, the name of Saint Laurence O'Toole remains enshrined in the

grateful memory of all Irishmen, and he is regarded as a shining light,

illumining the dark pages of the history of their unfortunate country,

and will be revered and venerated as long as self-sacrificing patriotism,

unbounded charity, and heroic saintliness are dear to the Irish heart.

A short sketch of the exemplary, chequered, and wonderful life of

this most illustrious scion of the house of O'Toole will not, I trust, be

deemed out of place hero.

SAINT LOECAN UA TUATHAIL, OE LAUEENCE O' TOOLE.

Saint Laurence O'Toole was bom in the year of our Lord, 1127, at his

father's castle, near Castledermot, probably MullaghEeelion, or Garb Tan-

nach, near Castledermot, in the County Kildare. His father, Maurice (Muir-

certach), was prince or king of Hy Murray and Imaile, a district comprising

about half of the present County Eildare, namely, the baronies of Zilkea,

Moone, Narragh, Rhebau, and part of the barony of Connell. His mother

was a daughter of O'Byrne, prince of Hy Faelan, a district including a

great part of the north-east of the County Eildare. Saint Laurence was

the youngest of eight children, seven sons and one daughter, named

Mor, who was espoused to Dermot MacMurrough, king of Leinster, who,

notwithstanding, proved the saint's persistent and relentless enemy.

The infant was sent by his parents to the Church of St. Bridget,

Xildare, to be baptized, with orders that -he should be named Conchobar, or

Cornelius ; but the attendants were met on the way by a holy old man,

esteemed a prophet, whom they informed of the object of their journey,

when he immediately cried out: " This boy will be magnified on earth,

and be glorified in heaven ; he shall rule over many, rich as well as poor,

and his name shall be Lorcan ; thus I require him to be named." The

attendants hesitated at fii-st to disobey their master's orders, until the holy

man guaranteed his seeing, and satisfying, the parents of the child at

once, and they then yielded ; the bishop of Eildare baptised the infant

Lorcan, or Laurence, which means "greedy" or " voracious," to signify
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his future zeal and avidity for the glory of God. His childhood evinced

the most amiable and happy dispositions, and he gavo early promise of those

graces of mind and person which attracted the interest and affection of all

connected with him.

When Laurence was but ten years old, he was delivered by his

father as a hostage to Diarmid MacMurrough, king of Leinster, who
evinced towards him the most malevolent hostility, and who, on the

present occasion, having made an unprovoked war on the territories of

the saint's father, the latter agreed to deliver his son Laurence as a

hostage, for the purpose of arresting the cruel rapacity of the tyrant, and

securing the tranquillity of his harassed people. Once in the power of this

unprincipled and savage man, the holy youth was treated with the greatest

harshness and severity, being confined in a wild and desert place, allowed

insufficient food, and that of the coarsest kind, and restricted to clothing

of the most wretched description, treatment calculated to destroy his

health, and undermine his constitution for life. For two years he had to

endure these hardships and privations ; but he bore them with heroic

fortitude and uncomplaining patience, and; no doubt, made them the

foundation of that wonderful abstemiousness, mortification, and spirit of

contemplation and prayer, which so distinguished his after life.

The saint's father, Maurice, hearing at length of the deplorable

situation of his son, captured twelve of Diarmid's soldiers, whom he

threatened to put to death if his son was not restored. MacMurrough
thought it prudent to compromise the demand by agreeing to transfer

the youth to the custody of the bishop of Glendalough. By the care

and tenderness of his new custodians, our saint's health and strength

were speedily restored, and under the tutelage and direction of the

bishop and abbot of Glendalough, he engaged in a course of study with

the greatest ardour. After some time, his father, desirous of evincing

his gratitude to the bishop for the care bestowed on his son, as well as

in accordance with a custom prevalent among the Irish nobility and

gentry, of dedicating at least one of the family to God's service, paid a

visit to Glendalough, and signified his intention of devoting one of his
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cliildren to the service of the Church ; but either that all were equally

dear, or wishing to act -with strict impartiality, he desired to make the

selection by lot. This proceeding was strenuously, but respectfully,

:. .c.-.-^. :,~.,-
.

opposed by Saint Laurence, who proclaimed his earnest desire and firm

detennination to devote his services and talents fo God and His holy

. «=-,. v^^.^: Church, and besought his father not to oppose his wishes, upon which
'-'!*: -7 -r-"t?-j- Maurice delivered his son cheerfully to the bishop, to be prepared for the

priesthood. The holy youth then pursued his studies with renewed

sst. -rs; r^x vigour, received, the habit, was professed as a monk, and in due course

.. .r-:^ ^ . was ordained priest, while he was yet young.

,'4ti^ss.^^,i3i=^' In the year 1157, Gilda daNaomh, abbot and bishop of Glendalough,

.?ssr .•:;«S£?5r died, and our saint was unanimously elected abbot, and would have

-«,^ ^_..„ .^.^^ been elected bishop also, but that he strongly objected his own ineligi-

^--.:i '--i^--- bility, as being under the canonical age of thirty. The holy abbot, by his

^^Tr.,-^'t^ J exalted virtue, strict observance of religious discipline, and zeal in reform-

ing abuses, incurred the censure and opposition of some of his unmorti-

-¥* sssD.-K^- fied brethren, who even slandered his reputation. But by meekness and
.i-v-a r- patience the saint won over the most violent of his adversaries, and was

„ir-- -... enabled effectually to carry out his reforms. During his government of

y^ir-^e;?--.-:-
— the abbey, a grievous famine afflicted the poor of the district, and the

-...,_ charities of the holy abbot were almost incredible, devoting not only a

great part of the riches of the abbey, but also of a treasure deposited with

.-- :s--;-. - him by his father, to the relief of the famishing people.

On a certain occasion four ecclesiastics, under the rule of Saint

.

•-' Laurence, were bearing the Blessed Eucharist in procession along the pub-

. lie road to the sick, accompanied by many persons of the neighbourhood,

. -

.

when they were assailed by a band of robbers, who had been lying in wait,

by whom many were grievously wounded, and by whom also a most

impious sacrilege was perpetrated. The holy abbot, on being informed

of this terrible outrage, retu-ed to the church, and prostrating himself in

prayer, implored the Lord to deliver his people from these terrible evils.

After eight days all the principals in this horrible outrage were appre-

hended, and subsequently executed on the scene of the sacrilege.



72 HISTORY OF THE CLAN O'tOOLE [a.D. UCl.

Gregory, the first archbishop of Dublin, died on the 8th October,

A.D. 1161, when our saint was thirty-four years old ; he "was imme-
diately elected, almost unanimously, to the yacant bishopric. Owing
to the difficulty of overcoming the objections raised by his own humility,

he was not consecrated till 1162, when the ceremony was performed by

Gelasius, Archbishop of Armagh, and Primate of Ireland, assisted by
several other prelates, in the Church of the Holy Trinity, now Christ's

Church.

In the year 1163, having obtained the Pope's sanction, the arch-

bishop took the habit of the Canons Eegular of Arouasia. He wore the

garb of the brotherhood under his episcopal robes, and v/as most exact in

observing the religious regulations prescribed by the rule. He observed

the regular hours of silence, and assisted at the midnight office, after which,

when others retired to rest, he remained in the church absorbed in fervent

prayer, and before daybreak he repaired to the neighbouring cemetery, to

meditate on death, and to pray for the repose of the souls of those who
had been interred there. As he took his meals in the common refectory,

it was remarked by all that he appeared to take his food without relish or

enjoyment, and to eat only what was absolutely necessary to support life.

He never used flesh meat, and on all Fridays, remembering the holy Pas-

sion of our Divine Redeemer, fasted on bread and water, and frequently

went without any sustenance whatever on that day. And yet, this model

of mortification was hospitable, courteous, and affable. His exalted posi-

tion imposed on him the obligation of entertaining distinguished visitors,

but while most attentive to the wants and wishes of his guests, he studi-

ously avoided all delicacies himself, and while at table used water merely

coloured with wine to conceal his abstemiousness. He wore a rough hair

shirt constantly next his skin, and used the discipline to correct the slight-

est faults of which he supposed himself guilty.

On the elevation of Saint Laurence O'Toole to Ihe archbishopric of

Dublin, an unworthy ecclesiastic was, through the influence of Dennod
MacMurrough, appointed abbot of Glendalough ; but, in a short time, on

account of his reprehensible conduct, he was compelled to resign, and a
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pioiiG aud zealous young clergj-man, named Thomas, uephew to the arch-
bishop, was elected in his stead. Trom the time his nephew undertook the
governmeut of Glendalongli, St. Laurence juade frequent visits to this be-

loved aud peaceful retirement. Dying from the uoise and tumult of men, ho
withdrew to u lonely cave, spending days in prayer and contemplation, sub-
sisting only on bread and water, and sweetly and uninterruptedly commun-
ing with his beloved Lord. It Avould seem that, during one of these retreats,

(.Tod was pleased to reveal to his holy servant the dreadful calamities about
tu be visited on the Irish people, in punishment of their murderous feuds
and other crimes. Coming out of these retreats he appeared like another
Moses, full of heavenly fire and divine light from conversing with God.

The archbishop every day entertained thirty poor persons at table,

and frequently twice that number, besides relieving in private houses many
families who knew not the name of their benefactor ; also, during a dread-
ful famine which for three years continued to afflict the country, he put
himself under an obligation of feeding, every day, fifty strangers and
three hundred poor persons of his own diocese, besides many others whom
he furnished with clothes, victuals, and tlie other necessaries of life.

Several mothers, unable to keep their children, left them at the bishop's

door, or where he would be sure to see them, aud the saint took care of

them all, having sometimes as many as three lunulred of them together
to provide for.

It is, indeed, hard to pass over in silence tliis important period of

Ireland's history M-itliuut at least refen-iug tn it in a general and passim;'

way, and the more especially as the Clan O'Tnole and Uu- (itlier Leiuster
septs were so mucli mixed up with it, and who, jierhajir:. if tlicv had acted
with less honourable motives, and been les-; inibnod witli love for virtue
and justice, might have saved Ireland from the evil roprnach of an Aiiulo-
Xorman invasion aud the cousecpient suSerings; but I inay say of tlie Irish
in general of those days, they were not diplomatists or politicians, but
soldiei's, aud knew lirtlo of tlie intriirues and stratagems of oilier nations.
and es])eeial]y of tl-os,, of the Ihi-lisli king. Henry II. and Iiis Xnrman
followers.

<1



\ 74 HISTORY OF THT CLAN o'tOOLT: [x.Ti. TIGS

THE EXGLISH INYAslOX A\D THE IEI?H IIISFORTUXE CAME ABOUT IX THIS WAY:

The wife of Tieghernan OTionrke, king of Breffoi, eloped with

Diarmuid ^MacMurrough, king of Loinstor, while her husband was making

a pilgrimage at Lougli Derg. On O'Eourke's return, he, hearing of

what had happened, was resolved to have revenge on Mac^Murrough, and

complained to the Ard Righ, Eoderick O'Connor, and asked him to inflict

condign punishment on the king of Leinster for his wickedness and in-

justice to him. The A.rd Eigh hearkened to his request, and summoned
the other petty kings and princes to assist him in iDunishing MacMurrough
and seeing justice done to O'Eourke. Diarmuid MacMurrough soon heard

of these military preparations against him, and summoning the nobility of

Leinster about him. the principal of whom wore O'Toole, king of Imail,

and Ui Muiredbeah, and O'Byrne, king of Hy Felan, and others, he laid

before them the formidable strength of the confederate army of the Ard
Eigh, and with great earnestness implored their help to scatter the im-

pending storm, that would not only overwhelm himself, but involve th°m

in the common ruin, and bring destruction on the whole country.

But the application had not the desired effect, for the OTooles and

the O'BjTues, with the other Leinster nobles, had conceived such a violent

resentment against their king for the abominable crime and injury he

had committed that they absolutely refused to support him in so wicked a

cause, which no excuse could palliate, and nothing but repentance and

restitution could atone for; and to secure themselves from any violence

that Diarmuid might purpose, they renounced his authority and put them-

selves under the protection of Eoderick O'Connor, the Ard Eigh of L"e-

land, for the king of Leinster had incensed liis subjects by many former

provocations, and by his improvident and tyrannical goverumont had so lost

their affections that they left him in his distress, and abandoned him to the

power of his enemies. Tlio ]cing of Ireland, encouraged by tliis defection

of the nobility of Leinster. marched his army into the territories of that

proN-'ince, and plundered tlie country of those who had continued firm in

their allegiance to Diarmuid, for lie met witli no opposition. The king nf
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Leinster being compelled to fl}' -with a few foUo'^'ers, aud leave the pro-

vince without defence, the confederate army raged with all the terrors of

fire and sword, and among other devastations they marched to Fearnn,

plundered and demolished the royal palace of Diarmuid, and drove that

unfortunate prince out of the island, and immured the unliappy -wife of

O'Eourke in the Convent of St. Bridget, at Iviklare, to do penance for her

sins for the remainder of her life, whilst Mor OTuathail, his lawful wife

faccording to some authors) had left him aud fled to her brother, St.

Laurence O'Toole, A.rchbishop of Dublin, Avho provided a place in the Con-

vent of Our Blessed Lady, which stood on that part of the city of Dublin

DOW called after it. Dame Street, where she remained unknown to Diarmuid

till his death, when she appeared at his funeral service at Baltinglass Cis-

tercian Monastery. The exiled king, thus forced from his dominions, was

bent upon revenge, and, giving full loose to his passions, determined to

punish his rebellious nobility at all hazards, though the happiness of his

country was to be sacrificed in the attempt. For this purpose he fled into

France, and implored the protection of Henry IT., king of England, who was

carrying on his conquests in that country. The English monarch gave him

letters of introduction to some of his jMinisters in England, recommending

that those of his subjects who were willing should be at liberty to go to

Ireland and assist Diarmuid in regaining his kingdom. Upon Diarmuid's

arrival in Bristol he delivered his commission to the magistrates of that

city, where the letters were publicly read ; aud to encourage men to en-

gage in his service he made ample promises of lands and estates to those

who offered themselves, and would assist him in the expedition against

his enemies, Avho, he said, had iuvadedhis jjroA'ince and robbed him of his

crown. In this city he met with Pilchard MacGilbort, son of the Ea:-1 of

Strangwell, afterwards known as Earl Strongbow. to Avhom bo engaged

that if he would appear in his cause, and raise a body of men for his service,

he would bestow on him his daugiiter Aoiffe (Eva, who was heir-apparent,

according to English law, to his dominions, his two sons being illcgitiniate),

and as a dowry would confirm to him and his heirs the crown of Leinster

after his decease, which proposal Strongbow joyfully aequiesced in, and



7G nLSTo;:',- or TTFE CLAN o'toole [a.p. noo.

promised he would proceed to Ireland M'lieu lie bad a sufficient number to

assist ill the enterprise. Diannuid MaclMurrougli linving enlisted Enlpli

Griffin, l^ihert Fitz-Stephcn, ^Maurice Fitz-Gerald, and a few others of less

note, and successfully managed tlie 'ndiole jilot of invasion, returned

with great privacy and with a very small retinue into Ireland in order

to be ready to receive the assistance and succours he expected. lie came

to Ferns in disguise, where he lay concealed in a monastery till the fol-

lowing summer. At length the fatal hour struck. Early in May, 11 09,

a small flotilla of strange vessels, favoured by a dark night, was piloted

safely by a trusty convoy, set by MacMurrough to watch for their appear-

ance, into a little creek near Bannow, on the Wexford coast.

This was the advanced guard of theAnglo-Norman invasion—a band of

30 knights and GO men in armour and 300 footmen, under Eobert Fitz-

Stephen. IS'ext day, Maurice do Prendcrgast, -with an additional force,

disembarked from his galley, The Bun. -which lay alongside the fine

barque T/ie Lcinstcr King, now changed to the name of The Bag, in which

Fitz-Stephen and his party arrived, and which was left by Diarmuid for

that purpose in Bristol. They at once communicated their arrival to

Diarmuid MOInrrough, who, at the head of uOO horse, went to meet them.

After a council of war they at once besieged and took Wexford without

opposition. Diarmuid, in compliance with his engagement, bestowed

Wexford and two cantrids of land upon Ptobert Fitz-Stephen, and likewise

conferred the next two cantrids on IIe<'mou Murty. Diarmuid, having

rewarded his auxiliaries, made a general muster of his forces, and found

upon review that his force consisted of a body of 5,000 men.

lie then gave orders to decamp, and marched towards the territories

of 0>sorv Avith a design to plunder and reduce tlic king of that country to

obedience. The king of Ossory, finding himself not in a condition to give

opposition, submitted to him. andpromi-^cd to pay the annual taxes to him

as usual.

I'v this time the whole kingdom was alarmed with the fuccess of

Diarmuid MacMurrough and his Anglo-Xorman auxiliaries ;
and to pre-

vent the dreadful calamities of a civil war, the P.igh Begs, the chiefs, and

fe^
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nobility of JrulauJ besought the ArJ Pu-li, lioderiek O'Connor, to .stoj. the
ambitious de^igus of tlie king of Leiustor, and scatter the iiupcuding
storm before it grew too formidabh^, and iu a rapacity uf o\-crNvheluuug the
island iu blood and eonfusion. A contention of the estates M-as there-
fore, assembled, at which St. Laurence OToole attended, counselling
nioderatiou and peace

; but without avail, for, after many debates, it wa's
agreed that every province in Ireland should be obliged to supply the Ard
liigh with a certain number of men iu order to confine the king of Lein-
ster within the bounds of his province, and drive the English out of the
country. This resolution Avas quickly executed, and every province raised
their quota of men, who were sent to the place of rendezvous with the
utmost expedition. When Eoderick found his army complete, he began
his march, and directed his course toward Jobh Ciucealach, with full de-
sign to give battle to the king of Leiustor, and fight him at all adven-
tures. But Diarmuid, being much inferior in the number of men, deter-

mined not to stand the shock of this formidable army, so, as Eoderick
approached, he retired, and withdrew with his troops into the woods and
wildernesses which at that time stood near Ferns, and afforded him a secure

retreat. The king of Ireland, perceiving that the enemy would not abide
the issue of a decisive battle, but hu'ked in tlie woods where he could
not be attacked, sent to llobert Fitz-Slephen, the commander of the Eng-
lish, with orders that he should immediately leave the country with all his

foreigners, for the cause he was engaged in was unjust and dishonourable,

and he had no right to a foot of laud throughout the island. But Eobert
despised this proud command, and i-eturned for answer that he had no in-

clination to quit the country, and would never forsake the king of Leiu-
stor, but prosecute his right as long as he had a man left. Lod'erick. en-

raged with this reply, divided his army into small bodies, and gave orders

to his officers to enter the M'oods and attack the king of Leiustor in his

fastnesses, and he commanded them to give no quarter to native or fureiguer,

but to pu'' them all to the sword, and by that means to bring the Avar to

a liual end. But the clerg-y of Leinstcr, with St. Laurence at their head,

foreseeing that these commotions would be of fatal consequences to their
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country, and that these iiitestiue broils -were destructive to the peace aud
established revenues of the Church, resolved to use their utmost efiorts in

recouciliug the two kiugs, and secuiung the two kingdoms from bloodshed

aud other miseries that the continuation of the war made unavoidable. For
this jiurpose they assembled in a body with the holy Archbishop of Dublin
at their head, and marched towards the army of the king of Ireland.

'\Vhen they arrived tliey M-ere admitted into the king's presence, aud pros-

trating themselves before him as humble suppliants, they besought him to

commiserate the distressed state of their native country, and prevent the

effusion of Christian blood by ceasing hostilities and entering into treaty

with the king of Leiuster. The conditions of peace were agreed upon,

which established that Diarmuid should enjoy the government of Leinster

in as full extent as any of his predecessors did before him, but he was
obliged to send hostages of the first quality to the king of Ireland as a

security for his future obedience, and that he would not embroil the king-

dom in new troubles.

The conditions were accepted by Diarmuid, who sent his youngest and

favourite son, whose name was Art-na-Xgiall, as a hostage to Roderick.

But this happy state of things did not last long, for the following summer
Maurice Fitz-Gerald landed in Ireland with a contingent of 10 kuightsand

lUO foot, whom he set on shore in the port of Wexford. They urged

Diarmuid JMacMurrough to again break the compact aud the peace entered

into a short time previous. They laid close siege to Dublin, for the iu.

habitants of that place had always sho'mi themselves great enemies to his

father and himself. Thej' first overran Fingal, aud then sat down before the

city of Dubliu. The citizens of that city were so terrified that they com-

missioned their holy archbishop, St. Laurence 0' Toole, to meet the

enemy and offer him any terms he would ask, aud save tlieir city frum

plunder. They sent to Diarmuid iu his camp outside the walls a large

(juautity of gold, silver, jewels, silks, aud uther \alual(le present^,

and surrendered themselves to his mercy, imploring hiui to spare a de-

luded aud unfortunate people, aud to accept of hostages, Avhom he should

receive us an evidence of their loyalty, and a security for their future
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obcdieucc. They promised likewise that tliey avouU pay whatever tribute
lie would thmk well of levyiu- on them, and atone for their former mis-
conduct by a double share of duty and fidelity. These articles were
accepted by the king, and Dublin was spared fuV the present, Diarmuid
returning home.

This continued course of success animated MacMurrough to more
ambitious designs, and retlecting that many of his ancestors had worn the
crown of Ireland, he now entertained hopes of becoming monarch of
Ireland, and resolved to make an attempt upon the throne. With this
intention he wrote to Earl Strangwell, reminding him of the agreement
entered into between them a few years before, that he, Earl Stran<-well
would come over to Ireland with an army to assist him to regain his
kingdom, and that in return he Avas to get Eva, Diarmuid's only daughter
in marriage, and with her the kingdom of Leinster, at Diarmuid's death'
as a dowry. To this renewal of Diarmuid's request and offer Earl Strang-
well, or Strongbow, as he is usually called, acquiesced immediately, and
sent over Eaymoud de la Grose and William FitzGerald with a small body
of forces to inquire into the posture of affairs, and to assure MacMurrough
that he himself, with a large following, would come over to assist him the
followmg summer. The 3 ear following, upon St. Dartholomew's day, in
harvest, the Earl Strangwell landed in Ireland, and brought over a str'ono-
body of forces, consisting of 200 valiant knights and 1,0U0 esquires, that
were bowmen, whom he set on shore at the port of Waterford. Diarmuid
j\IacMurrough and his English auxiliaries went to meet them, and it was
agreed thai they would immediately lay siege to and attack AVaterford
which they did, and captured it with much slaughter, its king, Maolscach-
luin O'Eaolain, narrowly escaping, through the generosity of Diarmuid
Mac:\Iurrough. Kow, it was MacJIurrough who felt himself bound to fulfil
his part of the contract, disgraceful as it was, and so he sent fur his daughter,
Eva, and had her married, reluctantly, to Earl Strangwell, in A^'atcTford'
on the scene A Strongbow's first great victory in Ireland.
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'• Louely sLe stood, in Ijcr muuruiul eyes

L;iy the clear inuluijilit of soutlieru skie?.

And the drooping fringe of their Lashed 1 ..\v

Half veiled a depth of unfuthomed Avoe.

' Stately she stood, though her fragile frame

Seemed struck with the blight of some inward tiaiue,

And her proud, pale brow hud a shade of scurn

Under the M'aves of her fair hair worn."

Thus was Eva, daughter of ]\Ior(or Maiy) O'Toole, and niece to the

great and saintly archbishop of Dublin, St. Laureiice OToole, made a

pawn of by her wicked and unscrupulous father. After the accomplishment of

the nuptial ceremonies the earl left his wife and the city of Waterford under

the care of a strong guard, and with MacMurrough at the head of his troops,

directed their march towards Dublin, south of the "Wicklow mountaiuo,

to avoid Roderick O'Connor, who had encamped at Clondalkin, and by Gleu-

dalough, which city they burned and laid in ruins as a punishment of the

O'Tooles.Avho would wA join MacMurrough, or give him any assistance in his

nefarious work of ruining the country by inviting the strangers and handing

it over to foreign rule. After demolishing Glendalougli, they marched

towards Dublin, by the Scalp and Eathfarnham, and encamped at Dolphin's

Barn, outside the walls of the city of Dublin. Xever did the approach of an

enemy ever make a more terrible impression upon a distressed city than the

advance of the Irishand English upon the inhabitants of Dublin, who, it must

be borne in mind, were for the most part Danes, now converted to the Catholic

faith for upwards of a hundred years. Kor could a victorious general

lav siege to a town with more fury and resentment than then raged

in the breast of Diarmuid IMac^Iurrough, king of I,cinstcr, against the

"people of that city, wlm had killed his father, and u^ed him in an ignomi-

nious manner after his death, fni' tliey buri'-d in tli'.' saiiic L;ra\e M'itli him

a dog. a> a teslimony uf their hatred, and elfered such indignities tu him

as historv can scarcely parallel. These affronts were fresh in the memory of

the king of Leiuster, who resolved to wreak ample Aungeauee on these vile
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citizens; and so convinced were they of what usage thej had to expect
from him that thoy immediately met in council to debate on the necessity

of their affairs, and avert the impending storm before tliey were over-

whehned by it. In this assembly it was unanimously agreed to send
their archbishop, St. Laurence O'Toole, with a commission to treat in the
most submissive manner with the king of Leinster, and to prevail with
him, upon any conditions, to spare a distressed city, that was now so sen-

sible of the indignities she had offered him and his father. But, while

the archbishop was interceding for the acceptance of these conditions and
adjusting the capitulation, it happened that Miles de Cogan and Eaymond
de la Grose, with a strong body of English knights, were posted on the

other side of the town, and carried on the attack with such vigour and
success that they made a considerable breach in the walls and forcibly

entered the city. The citizens and whomsoever the soldiers met, in their

fury, were put to the sword, without exception. The news of the entry of

Miles de Cogan and Eaymond de la Grose into the city put an end to the

parley between St. Laurence O'Toole and Diarmuid JlacMurrough, and
the holy and warlike archbishop ran to the rescue of his people. As a

father, he heard his children cry, he burst forth crozier in hand; foremost

he wins his way through the wild stampede, pressing to the scene of strife

;

borne along in the promiscuous whirl of friend and foe, he gained the

streets of the city, already choked with carnage, and at the hazard of his

life he flies through javelin showers, and crossing brands, and tlashin"-

scimitars, and jilashes through the rivulets of blood, to administer to the

dying the last consolation of religion, and snatch writhing victims from
the hands of human fiends; exhorting, entreating, and commaudin"-, his

voice is heard wherever the conflict is thickest and demoniac rage is at

its height—commanding as a general, encouraging as a father, absolvin;?

and anointing them in their dying moments. Some historians go so far as

to say that Archbishop O'Toole was dressed in military costume, and com-
manded as a general (<n tlie battlements and walls of the city. But all

was in vain, the day was lost ! Dublin fell into the hands of her enemies !

The gates of the city were seized, and the city secured for the king of
7'
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Leinster, avIio, after lie had left a stroug garrison to defcud it, drmv out

liis men and led them in pursnit of further conquests. Tlie king of

I3refiui at the time was O'Eoiu'ke, with whom he liad an old quan-el, and

wlio ahvaj's professed himself an enemy to the Icing of Leinster. Diarninid,

therefore, attended by hi-? confederate English, entered the country of

Breffni Trith fire and sword, and committed incredible barbarities upon
the inhabitants. O'Ptoui-ke was reduced to great extremities by this in-

vasion, and the king of Leinster was so elated by a constant course of

success that he made no disguise of gratifying his ambition for the monarchy
of Ireland, for his very name was a terror throughout the kingdom, and

victory followed him in all his undertakings. Laden with spoil from

Dublin and Breffni, MacMurrough and Strongbow, having appointed

De Cogan governor of Dublin, retii-ed to Ferns to enjoy themselves and

prepare for further conquests. The indefatigable archbishop of Dublin.

St. Laurence OToole, whose warnings and entreaties would not be listened

to by the Ard Eigh and the other Irish chieftains, now, for the last time,

went round to all the Irish chieftains and petty kings, and to the Ai'd

Eigh himself, preaching a crusade against MacMurrough and the Anglo-

Norman invaders, who, he forewarned them, would be the masters and

owners of Ireland before long, if they did not unite and rise like one man,

and drive them from the country. They at last hearkened to his admo-

nition and forewarnings, and uniting as they never did before, marched,

00,000 strong, and set themselves down before the walls of Dublin,

demanding its evacuation by the jSTornians ; but fearing tliat the English

would carry o\it a threat wliich tliey had made, of putting to the sword

every man, woman, and child, if tlii\v v/crc not allowed fa-\nui'ab]e terms

of capitulation, as tliere were nuly (jiid i,i them against On.Hiio r.f the

Irish army outside the walls, they liesitati^d. I'ur two inontlis thi- huge

Irish army remained outside the walls of I)nli]in. whilst >lurtlia ami Felim

OToole keiit guard at Dunleary. and C)'r.yrm' at Di.lkcy. i^narding the

southern mountain passes between Dublin nnd Ily (Je"iiselai:li. whilst the

mouth of the harbour was blockaded by a Danisli ficet. nml'T .AbTorcal

aTid Asculph, to prcA^ent assistance coming to them by sea. hoping by that

means to starve the garrison out.
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BATTLE OF FIXGLAss.

At last, matters becoiniug desperate with the Xorinan garrison, their last
biscuit hayiug been eaten, they held a council of war as to what they should
do, when it M'as resolved to make a sortie as a forlorn hope of escape from
their dreadful position. Raymond le Grose, with 200 knights, led the
vanguard; "I will keep the centre," said Miles de Cogan, "with 200
knights, and Fitzgerald, at the head of 200 more will hHng up the rear,
leaving a few to keep the city, as they best may. Should McTorcal essay
it in our absence, which I trust will be brief, you, de Eiddlesford, we
make our seneschal, assisted by the good knight Hartpole

; and fare you
well until we meet again in a more auspicious hour.'' The sortie suc-
ceeded. As the clock in the tower of Holy Trinity Church struck twelve
o'clock they marched out by the northern gate of the city, across the river
by the bridge of hurdles towards Finglass, where O'Brien, the Eighbeo- of
Thomond, with his Munster army, was encamped. The night was dark
and stormy; the Norman knights came on the vanguard of the Irish unper-
ceived by them, and found them asleep, wrapped up in their greatcoats in
the shelter of their tents. The GOO Norman warriors put the greater part
of O'Brien's troops to tlic sword, and caused a panic in the whole camp.
Early in the morning, when the report came to the Ard Righ, lie was
engaged in taking his usual morning bath, and Archbisliop Laurence was
preparing to say Mass. The former took no actiou, nor did he order
any pursu.t of the bold Norman adveutiu-ers ; but the latter, St. Laurence,
rushed to the scene of the recent conflict to attend and comfort the wounded
and dying. When the Righbeg of Thomond. O'Brien, who had been
absent during the niglit, arrived on the scene, and found his army sur-
prised and slaughterod, and that the Ard Righ had taken no action, not
having even ordered a pTU'Suit of the flying enemy, he at once be<,'au to

suspect treachery on the part of the Ard Righ, Avho he suspected would
be very glad to bo rid of him and the :\lunstcrmcn, between whom and the
Ard Righ an ill-Avill and a jealousy of long standing existed. Accord-
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ingly, lie upbraided liim -with eoimi\iug at the suii:>rise and slaughter of his

men, and threatened to leave the camp and return home to Limerick -n-ith

the remnant of his army that escaped the slaughter, which he immediately

did, in a state of high dudgeon. Ko-n-. Eoderick appeared thunder-stricken

"with the ^vhole thing, and did not know what to make of it. It Avas true,

it was rumoured in the camp the previous day that Diarmuid MacMurrough

and Sti-ongbow were coming to the rescue of the starving Korman gar-

rison of Dublin ; but he knew that the port of Dublin was well guarded

by the Danish fleet, in command of ]\IcTorcal, and the O'Tooles and

O'Bynies guarded the roads and passes fi-om Hy C'eonselagh, from Dalkcy

to Baltinglass, and that if theii- lines were forced, or attempted to be

forced by MacMurrough and Sti-ongbow, thev would have immediately

reported it to him. He knew, too, that the Korman ganison in Dublin

could not hold out much longer, and that his efforts should be of necessity

crowned "with success, if he had but a little patience; but it sti'uek

him very forcibly that O'Brien of Thomond had departed in a very bad

spirit, and that he intended revenge by raising an army on his return

home, and making war on his province of Connaught, laying Avaste his

country with fire and sword ; and further, that it was his duty to

be there to defend his people and his country fi-om the enemy, and that he

would at once raise the siege and return. Having made kno"tt-n his intention

to the Eigh Begs and other chieftains, who were astonished at such a resolve,

and opposed the idea—especially O'Hanlon and the Xorthern princes, who

asked was he going away, leaving the r)"Tooles and tlio O'Byrues, and

the other Leinster princes, who had all through remained faithful to the

cause and to the countiy, to the mercy of Diarmuid ^rac!Murrougli and his

Anirlo-yonnan auxiliaries ?—Piodorick answered that he had his own

c.-juntry and people to protect, and that the O'Tooles, the O'Eyrncs, and

the other Leinster princes should shift for themselves as best they could ;

and so he ordered the siege to be broken up. and all returned home to

then- respective principalities and kingdoms—fled away like a flock of

birds ; thus leaving the OToolcs, the O'Bynies, and the other Leinster

princes to fight out the battle by themselves alone. Of the manner in whicli
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tlicy did it tlieii' futiu-e Listuiy will show, aud it A\-ill be for tue uni)reju-

diced reader to judge and give Ids verdict.

jMcTorcal. the Danish commander of the fleet, Laving ventm-ed too

far up the river Liffej-, and not being able to return in a Ioav tide, was caught

in the net and made prisoner, with the whole fleet, and thiLs ignominiously

ended the siege of Dublin, a.d. 1171.

The holy j^relatc, St. Lam-enee, having been engaged on the battle-

held with the wounded and dying, went from that to his cathedi'al to

chant the Requiem for the repose of the dead, from the towers of which

he saw, with astonishment and regret, the Irish army taking then- departiu-e,

leaving him the sole mediator and arbitrator between Diarmuid and the

Leinster princes.

On the English becoming masters of the city they attempted to

deprive the native clergy of their benefices, and to substitute English, but

this was successfully resisted by Saint Laurence. In May, 117 J, died

Diarmuid MacMurrough, at Ferns, of a mysterious and putrefying disease,

and without the sacraments, leaving the invader, Strongbow, who had

married his daughter Eva, heir to his possessions.

Henry II. now becoming jealous of Strongbow, summoned him to

England, but was so well satisfied with the declaration of the latter, ''that

he only conquered in his sovereign's name," that Henry confirmed him in

his possessions.

On the ISth October, 1171, King Henry landed at T^'aterford, at

the head of 400 knights and 4,000 men. The kings of Desmond and

Thomond submitted to him ; and during his progress to Dublin many chiefs

tendered their allegiance. This general defection was very unaccept-

able to Eoderick O'Connor, the Ard Eigh, who, finding himself abandoned

by his countrymen, who rather chose to submit to a foreign yoke than

attempt to repel these foreigners, thought it prudent to make a virtue

of necessity, aud submit likewise to the king of Eugluud; for he was for-

saken by most of the princes of the island, and was in no circumstances to

oppose the king of England's arms, aud therefore he thought that the con-

dition of his afiairs required (hut he shoidd rather acknowledge an autliority,
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however unju.st, tbau opiiose it to lii.s o^vu destnictiou. Under these cir-

cumstaufcs he received from the' king oi Eiighmd, liy tAvo principal noble-

m.^n, named IIugM de Lacy and T^'illiam do Aldelmel, a kind invitation to

Avait upon their master, who hiy witli his army on the bank of the river

Shannon. The kin^"^ of Ireland was obliged to comply, and accordingly

he met the monarch at the appointed place, "who received him with the

greatest generosity and friendship, and after mutual compliments an

ignoble peace was concluded before the nobility of both kingdoms, making
King Henry II. the Suzerain Lord of Ireland.

"The fatal chain was o'er them cast,

And they were men no more."

And thus was the Irish nation cast into bondage, where she remains

ever since, and is likely to remain for years to come.

In the beginning of 1172, Henry convened a Synod at Cashel, at

which Saint Laurence and other Irish prelates assisted, and at which the

spurious Bull of Pope Adrian lY. was presented by the English king, and,

in the following April, he sailed for England, leaving behind him, as

chief governor, Strongbow.

After the departure of Henry, St. Laurence erected additions to the

Church of the Holy Trinity, and a steeple, choir, and two chapels were
added, the archbishop bearing his proportion of the charges.

St. Laurence O'Toole, Catholicus, Archbishop of Armagh, and Concors,

Abbot of St. Brendan, were deputed by Eoderick O'Connor, as ambassadors

to the English court, for the completion of a treaty with the king of Eng-
land, and, after an audience with the English sovereign at Windsor,

Michaelmas, 1175, a treaty was concluded between Eoderick O'Connor and

King Henry II.

Eeturning to Ireland after this event, the holy prelate attended the

obsequies of liichard do Clare, or Strongbow, who died a most miserable

death in May, 11 70, from a virulent cancer, which, spreading from his

foot upwards, so ate away his body that it almost fell in pieces. He had
slain his son with his own hand, and his daughter, Isabella, by Eva, was
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Ifft ]i(iiress tu his ill-iiutteii pus-e^sioiis. Tbu> wejc tliesr twu great

eueiiiies of St. Lauroucc O'Tuulc ami lielaud .sumiuaiily uuil mysteriously

imuisheLl by the Almiglitv God; ev<Mi in tin's world the malediction seems

to have fallen on tliem.

Daltou, in his "History of the Archbishops of Dublm," says, that in

the year 1177, when (Jardiual Vivian presided over the Council of Dublin

as Papal Legate, when the riglit of the king of England to the sovereignty

of Ireland, in virtue of the Pope's authority, was further inculcated, there

is no positive evidence that Suiut Laurence O'Toole, the Archbishop, was
present, or took any part in the proceedings, although he appears in other

transactions conjointly with Cardinal Vivian, during his stay in Ireland,

by which it appears certain that the holy archbishop never consented

to the yielding up of his country to the English, but only held himself

passive when he could not prevent it.

Saint Laurence, with five other Irish prelates, assisted at the Council of

Lateran, held at Pome, in 1 1 7 9 ; Henry II. warning them, before theii' depar-

ture, to say nothing at the Council detrimental to his Irish interests. But our

saint, even with the martyrdom of Saint Thomas a Becket fresh before his

eyes, and with the prospect of a similar fate in store for himself, was not to

be intimidated from discharging the duties of a vigilant and loving shep-

herd of Christ's flock, by revealing to th.e common father of tlic faithful

tlie sufferings and oppressions of the Irish Church, from the greed, in-

justice, and rapacity of Henry's unprincipled followers. The Pope, Alex-

ander III., treated Saint Laurence Avith special favour, and granted him a

Bull, confirming the rights and privileges of the archiepiscopal see of

Dublin ; and he ;dso appointed him Legate of the Holy See for all Ireland.

Henry could ntit conceal his annoyance at the noble and independent con-

duct of the saint, and his success in securing the privileges for the Irish

Church. Distasteful as he had already been to the English monarch, by

rca>ou of his acknowledged and unpuvchasablc jiatriotism, he became now

doubly obnoxious to him. On the ucca^ion uf the archbishop's next and

final mission to England, Ilcury is.-ucd orders to all the English maritime

ports to deny him a reUiru \oyage to his native land ; and aflci- tor drain



SS Ki'<Tn];Y (.r Tin; ci.AX (I'Tnni.r, [a. n. 1170.

<'f tlichuly prelate, lie kept the see vucaut for twelve iiiuiitlis, and, as wa:>

Ins custom \nth other sees, appropriated its revenues during the vacancy.
The sons of TJodcriok O'Connor having rebelled against him, and, in

violation of the treaty between 'Roderick and Henry, having been aided
by the English deputy's troops, Roderick defeated them, and he immedi-
ately despatched Saint Laurence as ambassador to the English king, for a

renewal of the treaty which had been thus shamefully violated by Uenry's
deputy. In the autumn of the year 1180, Saint Laurence, accoininmied by
a son of Eoderick, and David, the prince's tutor, sailed for England

;

but on his arrival he found the English king inexorable in his anger, and
deaf to all his appeals for peace. The saint then retired to the monastery
of Abingdon, where he fell ill. In the meantime, Henry passed over to

Xormandy, having, as already mentioned, issued orders to block Saint

Laurence's return to Ireland from any of the English seaports.

On this occasion of his journey to England, the saint made a pilgi-im-

age to the shrine of Saint Thomas a Becket, and was about to offer the

holy sacrifice, robed in pontificals, and standing at the foot of the altar,

when he was felled to the ground by a violent blow on the head by a

supposed or pretended maniac. All present supposed the holy bishop to

be killed, but becoming conscious in a little time, he called for water,

which, having blessed with the sign of the cross, he ordered the wound to

be washed with it. This was no sooner done than the blood was stanched,

and the holy prelate was able to celebrate Mass. The fracture remained in

the skull after death, and is yet visible, which I have myself seen at Eu.
The good bishop was so deeply anxious about the fate of his beloved

country, that, withoutwaitingfor his perfect recovery, he sailed forXormandy
from Dover to make a final effort with tlic king in its behalf; and landing

on the coast of Xormandy, near the town of Eu, he was descending a hill,

since named after him. when he me" a shepherd, of whom he demanded
the name of the town beneath tliem. and of the chui-ch M-hose pinnacles

rose before them, and being trJd tliat it was the town of Eu, and the

abbey, that of Saint Victor, he replied: •• This is my resting-place for ever

;

in ihis place will I dwdl, because I have chosen if." He proceeded to
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tlio ubbej', tiucl was received Avith rcvcreiitiiil tciulei-ucs.s by Abbot Osbert.

The lioly prelate, (lioiigU tottoriug- from Aveiikues^s, before taking rest, first

repaired to the cburch. to thank Crod for liis prosperous \oyagf, aud to pray

for the suecess of his missiou.

His illness increased; his exhaustion aud Aveakuess became extreme; his

pilgrimage was drawiug to a close. Still his patriotic heart could not rest

without a final struggle to avert the horrors of war from his native land.

He dcs2)atched fJavid, the prince's tutor, to King Henry, Avith messages of

touching aud earnest pleading for the ratification of peace with his ma-
jesty's Irish subjects. Tlie dying words of the sainted bishop were at length

successful, aud in four days David returned with the consoling intelligence

of the king's acquiescence to his entreaties. The saint fervently thanked
God for this most happy result, and now, with soothed and tranquil mind,

he prepared to close his holy life by a most edifying and happy death.

A short time before his decease he was reminded to make a will. " Of
what do you speak ?"' said the dying saint, with a smile of heavenly sweet-

ness. " I thank my God I have not a penny left in the world to dispose

of.'' How, indeed, could he, for whatever he possessed became at once the

treasure of the poor ? He made his last confession to the abbot, and with

sentiments of sublime fervour and ardent love, received the last sacra-

ments. And now, at the last moment, the loving shepherd would cast

one lingering look of pity on his dear flock about to lose their truest

friend. How earnestly and devotedly had he laboured for them ! How
zealously and tenderly had he protected them ! How nobly and unflinch-

ingly had he defended them from the oppressions and exactions of their

tyrant masters ! He was at once their champion and their father. "Well

may his compassionate heart breathe out its pitying Avail, in the expres-

sive language of his native laud :
" Ah, foolish and insensible people 1

"What now shall become of you ? 'Who will relieve your miseries ?

"Who Avill heal you Avhen I am gone ?'' These A\-ere his last Avords ; and

tlius, on the 14th Xovember, a.d. USO, at tli" age of fifty-three, ];ias>ed to

immortal bliss one of Ireland's most illustrious :?ons and the last of her eauon-

ized saints.
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At the moineut of tLr saint's deatU, the abbey Avas so flooded with
celestial li^ht aud euviruued with su -r.Mt brilliancy that it was thought
at tiist to be ou tire.

^^aiut Laureuee is represented as being tall aud graceful in stature,

of a comely presence, and in his outward habit grave but rich.

Among the many munificent charities which signalized the adminis-

tration of Saint Laurence, was the support of hundreds of destitute orphans.

AVheu the boys amoug these attained a sulficient age, each Avas provided

with a wooden cross, aud sent through the provinces, aud Irish proverbial

benevolence was not appealed to in vain by these poor houseless wanderers,

bearing the symbol of man's redemption, while the sainted prelate was
thus enabled to entertain the more urgent claims of the helpless infant

orphans.

The miracles of Saint Laurence during life were numerous; but
owing to the anti-nationality of bis successors and early biographers, we
have but a scant and meagre record of them. As to the miracles operated

through bis intercession since his death, the relation of them would fill a

moderate volume.

Two men guilty of sacrilege had, by Divine judgment, lost their

reason, and being brought before the archbishop in irons, he, moved
Avith compassion, ordered their chains to be struck off, and gave them bis

benediction
; when, falling prostrate before him, they remained motionless

for some time, then rising up in restored sanity, fervently thanked the saint,

M-ho said that " not to him, but to God alone, were their thanks due."

An officer of the archbishop's household Avas afflicted with a frightful

tumorous disease, aud despaired of by the physicians, when he ^vas brought

to the saint, who laid his bauds on him aud prayed, saying afterwards

:

" Let him return to his hospice, and when he shall lun'c been healed let

him resume his duties." The following night the putrescent matter of

the tumours was carried off. and in ci^ht days, Avhcu in perfect health, he

returned to thank the saint, who, with deep humility, said to him :
" Piecol-

lect, that not to man. but to God alone, must your thanks be given."

Gallivedius was a priest of St- Martin's Church, beloved by the arch-



A.U. 11 SO.] AXl) OTIIEl! LEINSTEI! SEPTS. 91

bishop, wlio, after suffering from a grievous illues.s, appeared to have

suecuiubed, Init whose burial was delayed for thri'i'. days aud Diglits,

owing to the want of absolute certainty of his deatli. when the arch-

bishop approached the inanimate body, aud said :

'' If you are able, dearly

beloved, you will now speak to me; but in all things be the Avill of God
done." lie then knelt down aud prayed, when the priest opened his eyes

and said: ''My soul was separated from my body, aud while the angels

were about to receive me, I saw the Blessed Virgin, and Uishop Laurem-e

entreating for my restoration to life.'' The saint strictly cautioned Gal-

livedius not to disclose this miracle during his (the saint's) life.

A servant of St. Laurence was condemned to death, and led to execu-

tion, when word was brought to the archbishop, who hastened without

delay to his rescue
; but the cruel executioner noticing the archbishop's

approach, at once struck off the prisoner's head. The holy prelate struck

with horror, denounced the wicked inhumanity of the deed, and that same

night the executioner broke his thigh bone by a fall, and the fracture

caused his death.

In 11 8 G, the body of Saint Laurence, after lying five years and

five months in the grave, was exhumed, and found as fresh as on the day of

sepulture, and exhaling a pleasant odour. It was then placed before an

altar in the church of our Blessed Lady at Eu ; aud from that time the

miracles were so numerous and striking that applications were made, first to

Pope Celestinc III., and afterwards to Pope Innocent III., for his canoni-

zation. At length Pope Ilonorius III., in the year 1225, forty-five years

alter the saint's decease, published the Bull of his canonization, to the great

joy of the people of Eu and the surrounding districts, to whom his relics

had proved a most wonderful and inestimable treasure.

In the year 122G, the remains of St. Laurence were again exhumed,

and on the IDth May, in the same year, were solemnly translated, the

Archbishop of Piouen, the Bishop of Amiens, Guido, Prior of St. Victor,

and several other erclesiastics being present. The shrine enclosing

the saiut's relics A\-as carried in procession through the town, accompanied

by a vast multitude, aud at the close of tlie procession the shrine was placed
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befoi-e tlie great altar. The auuivcrtsaiT of the saiut'b death., and that of

the trauslation of hi.s relics are observed as festivals iu the to^VIl of Eu.

In the year 1824:, a chui'chwas built iu the Count}- of Kildarc, and

archdiocese of Dublin, by the Eev. Mr. Lenliam, P.P. of Castledermot,

which is supposed to be the first iu Ireland dedicated iu huuuur of St.

Laurence since the Eeformation.

On the 24th June, 1S50, the new church of St. Laurence O'Toole,

Xorth Strand, Dublin, was solcmuly detliuated by the Mu>t Picv. Daniel

Murray, Archbishop of Dublin; and on the 7th October, lS-53, the Kev.

Michael Farrington was appointed first pastor uf the newly erected church

and parish of St. Laurence O'Toole.

In the year 1855, in the city of St. Louis, in Missouri, United States

of America, a church was dedicated in honour of Saint Laurence O'Toole,

and in 1S5G, a parish was constituted in connexion -with said church.

The following extract is taken from the Bull of his canonization :

—

" From the deposition of these witnesses, it plainly appears that the

holy life of this man has been proved b}' miracles so numerous that they

should make a goodly sized history were they all committed to writing

seriatim. iNot to speak of the lame, and the deaf, and the leprous who have

been cured by the invocation of his holy name, we will here record, that his

intercession restored seven dead men to life, one of whom was three days

in the grave." i

In appendix form, at the end of this history, I have placed on record
}

a full account of the celebration in Dublin of the seventh centenary of St.

Laurence, and trust it may be of interest to the reader, proving, as it does,
;

that the memory of the great saint is still green in the hearts of his country-
j

men in general, and among the members of Clan O'Toulo in particular.
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ABBOT THOMAS TOOLE AXD GLENDALOrGH.

In the foregoing biograpliical sketch of the great Saint Laurence, the

election of Abbot Thomas O'Toole, the nephe\y of the holy iDrolate, on the

deposition of the nominee of MacMurrongh, has been already noted, as

Avell as the frequent retreats, during his episcopacy, of St. Laurence at

Glendalough, whore he retired to gain new strength and courage for his

glorious victories over the enemies of Christ and His holy Church.

The two circumstances above referred to, namely, the close relation-

ship of the holy bishop to Abbot Thomas, and the long connection of the

saint with the abbey, and the sweet attractiveness it ever had for him
during life, renders the following record of Abbot Thomas and Gleudulougli

an appropriate sequel to the sketch I liave given of the life of the sainted

archbishop. But Glendalough lias this additional claim on our attention,

besides its connection with the illustrious prelate whose sanctity and
patriotism shed undying lustre on the name of O'Toole. "\Ve have the

fact of its being originally part of the patrimony of the Clan O'Toole, and
conferred by King Cohnan (the King O'Toole of the legend) on Saint

Kevin (Caemghiu), its first abbot. And here I may say that it was this

gift of the valley of Glendalough itself to Saint Kevin that formed tlie

direct property of the monastery of Glendalough, and was the only terri-

torial possession the monks had. Several gifts and endowments were made
to it from time to time, in days subsequent to King C'ulman's grant, and

certain tithes were paid to it from tlie diocese of Glendalough, Avhieli cor-

responded in area to the extent of territory that was apportioned to his

son, jMuiredoaeh, on the partition rjf his kingdom by Miircadh ^lor. In a

word, Mdien Saint Laurence OToolc was elected bishop, all the patroiniii-o,

all the endowments, and all the prcstiixo as a seat d learning' fli;it llio

diocese of Glendalough and its monastery enjoyed, had been eoiif('rr<'(I on it

by his royal ancestors.

1173. Earl Piichard, the lieutenant of Kincr Iloury in Ireland, granted

(or rathor attempted to grant) to Thomas OToulc. liis clerk (as lie calls
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])ini), the aLbej-and parsocage of Gloudalough, and the lands and dignities

tlicreunto belonging, and situate in the city, with the churches and land

without the town. He also attempts to grant to the monastery lands and

possessions over which he had not the sliglitest control, and to bestow

territories into which he or his dared not put a foot. Commend us to this

for a piece of barefaced impudence I But, apart from this, the proceeding

was the outcome of a most crafty policy, adopted in order that the ap-

parent acceptation of them from him would be at least a tacit acknow-

ledgment of his authority; but it was rather late in the day to confer lands

and endowments on the see and abbacy of Gleudalough, that were already

enjoyed by them for many hundred years, through the munificent charity

of the Clan O'Toole.

Strongbow appears to ha^-e assumed that because he was married to

Eva, the daughter of Derraot MacMurrough, he should, at his death,

inherit, through her, a right to all Leinster, her father being king thereof,

a ground for the claim to succession quite unheard-of up to that time in

Ireland, where the laws of Tanistry everywhere prevailed, and where,

according to these laws, onl// the male issue succeeded to tlie lands of the

father, much less to the whole kingdom. The election of his successor

also depended on the members of his clan, or the clans of which the king-

dom was composed. Hence Strongbow had no right whatsoever to offer

this patent to Abbot Thomas O'Toole, as Gleudalough lay on the nncon-

quered portion of the Clan 0' Toole's territory, nor were the O'Tooles

going to allo^v him to exercise any right over it, as the sequel will tell.

The fullowinc: is the patent or charter which Earl Itichard offered to

Abbot TJinmas O'Toole, and is written in the old cnutracted Latin of the

time :
—
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Concessio Abbatiae ile GleDdohnip;lie

per Eieardum Comitcm Pembro-

cliiae facta.

Cir. A.D. 1173.

An. 20 Hen. II.

Ex Alan I! eg..

f. 21, (].

penes Avcliicp.

Dnblin.

Sciant presen-

tes et futuri quod

ego, E. Com vices

Regis Anglie in

hibnia, agens

omibus dedi et

concessi et bac

mea carta pnti coufirmavi Thome
(O'Toole) ctieo meo delecto et

spiali abbatiam et psonatum de

Glendelaughe intcgre cum omni-

bus suis ptinontiis et terris et dig-

nitatibus in ipa civitato et in omni-

bus ecctiis et villis ejus extra civita-

tcm in ppetuam eleemosiuam. Ilae

sunt tcrro que pertinent jure antiipio

et jiredictam abbatiam Si;ilicz ffertcr

ct Magmersa ct Umail cum omniluis

suis ptiucnciis circa ipain ('ivilafcin

ct terra de Wyiitn. C'onmolil)bij,

Evcdmocliao. Glrfitadli. Ihibasclage,

AcLad, Caracarje. iiilicrncali cum
suis pertifiriis, (/ullcnn, '.'cllbrittnu,

CcUmaecnbuadan, cum suis ptin bae-

cuaseri, Cnocloiguseclianc et in terra

deArcln Piallinmeill, C'arraccochaiil,

riiAKTEr; OF ^^T^•II.Fr;Es and

Immi'xitiks.

Ch-ant made by Eicliard, Eail of

rembrokc, of tlie Abbacy of

Glendaloudi.

About .i.D. 1173. Ec it known

In the 20th rear itliat now and

of Henry IE 'lienceforth, I,

I

E a r 1 Eichard,

From the Alan'^i^eroy from

Eedsters,6,21,:^°s!f^'l' '''^^S

, ".
. I m all matters m

d., m possession i ^ , , ,
^ Ireland, have

of the Arch.|gi^^^ ^^^
b^slK)p_ofDublin.

/gj..^ut(,j^ .^^J ^^.

these, my present deeds, have at

present confirmed to my specially

beloved Thomas (O'Toole) (cleric)

the entire Abbacj' and personalities

of Glendalough, -with all their ap-

purtenances of lauds and dignities in

that peri)etual free gift. These are

the lands which of ancient i-ight be-

long to the aforesaid abbey—namcl v,

Fertire, Mageany, and Imail, with

all appurtenances around tliat city,

and in the district of Wirklow,

Ccllmolibbo. Ercuiochae. (ilcncaly.

Eubascolagc. Aunahcunagh, Eniier-

iclly.with its appurtenances; Cnllcn,

Kilbride, with its appurtenances
;
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Cellbicsip'i, Cellniodicn, CellfiiTi-

nagi, Ccllnnpodi, Cellcassaillo, Cly-

reachane, Cennturc, Achad, Crua-

chanc. In terra do DucoiTiselaigc.

Cell Acliad ct in terra ifidalbaig-.

Teg Lnbeocliaire, In tra de Uraure-

tliairge, dimediampaitem de Uniaill,

Scilicz, Lesonainusen, cum omnibus

suis ntenenciis, Cellnamanache, bali-

tarsna, Domnaclimore, Monisuli,

Hicotlud, dimediam partem de loche

leigh raffaun, Ardnicrcbane, Cluam-

darcada, et in terra de Ufelafi, Ballin-

cutlane, Dundaemane, Piaitliedagain,

Lathrache, Kabroon, Cellchenulli,

Tegmochna. In arusna et in terra

Magillamochalmoc, Tegdologa, Cel-

ladgair, Glenn, Muneri, Deirgin, Cell,

maccabinru Cell, Dologa, Cell, mo

mothense ecu suis ptenenciis et A'illa

undunetlia Cell, escoib, Silleam,

Ballivodram, et ex altera parte Mou-

tiu, Dunbuoei, olpi Ardmeicbrcin,

llallclumau, Cell Belat, Achadbudi,

Doiiavde, r.alinenaig, Cellcliuachi,

ri;itb-allai-lie. IhinmeiUobam, lialliu-

tnail. Topor. cum suis pcrtincnciis

balli Inguubmm, Cellfrenne, Balli-

uncnnendiii'. Ci'lHu uluirair, tota terra

rmcilgillf. iKiliudak'hiii'^a. Caliamc-

lain. IjalliiilarTuanc Lallindaliiig.

Cell boedam, Cell Ugarreon, cum

Buis plenciis.

quare volo ct firmiter prccipio

Derrylossery, Cnoe-Loiguseclianc

;

and in the district of Arklow, Bally-

uimail (or Ballymoyle), Camck,
Oghil, Kilbixi, Ivilmocoo, Kilmagig,

Cellnupodi, Ivilcaslial, Clerihau,

Centura, Acliadbrocbane. In the

district of Cronsallagh, Cell Achad,

and in the district of Tndalbeg,

Teg Imboechaire ; in the territory

of Vi Muerdhaigh (or Hy Murthiej,

the half-part of Imail—viz., Less-

nahrausen, -u-ith all their appurten-

ances ; Kilnamanna, Balitrasna,

Douochraore, Munisuli, Hicothud,

the half-part of Lougheleig, Eafian,

Ardnicrebane, Cluamdarcada ; and

in the district of Ui Felan, Ballin-

cutlane, Uuudaemane, Eathangan,

Lathrachenabroon (now Laragh-

bryan), KilcuUen, and Teg-Moone.

In Arusna, and in the district fo

]Mae-Gillamochalmoc, St. Dolough's,

Killegar, Glenn Humeri, Delgany,

Cell 3Iaccabiurin, lulmafanuc, mth
its appurtenances ; and the village

Adunetha, Bishopswood Church,

Ballivodram ; and on tiio other side

of the mountains DunboykcCrehclp,

Ardmacbrien, Ballylion, Ivilbelat,

Atbuov. Douard, Ballvnionev, ivil-

cuok, ilatlisalkigh, Diinlavin". Bally

Omail, Tubbor, with its appurten-

ances; Balhnngunbram, Freynstown.

Ballvuiiouuondig, Colliuuluo-air
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qtiuus i-)reacs, Abb LuLeat prenoi-

atas terras intcgrc ctlibcrCjethonori-

fice, iu tcrra,iDmariiuboseo, in piano,

in aquis, inmolendiuis, in piscatm-is,

in pascuis, iu pratis, in clemosinis ct

silvis, in venationibus, in foro ct

elcniosiuis ct oblaciouibus ct suam
curiam j usticiam de omnibus pteneti-

bus ad prcdcani abbatiam et sine

tribute et judicio et hospitatu et

omniscrviciolaiealis ^isone sicut m' iu

verbo veritatis diarmicius Eex.

Teste tcstatus

—

L., Arcliiepo. Dubtin,

Eva, Cometissa,Pianri const

Eobo de Brumardc,

Waltero de Eidct]",

Meilero filio Ilcurici,

Jobe de Clohall,

Adam de [SJherell, et

Donmall iTigell,

Machomoc ct

Kicbo clico

qui liauc cartam sigillavit.

(now Killeen Cormac), and the

whole district of Umeilgilic, Ballv-

udlehinsa, Baliumelan, BallYlackeen,

Ballydowling, Templebodau, Kilu-

garrcon, with appendages.

"Wherefore I desire, and strictly

order that the aforesaid abbot hold

entirely, freely, and honourably, the

lands already designated on laud, by

sea, in wood, plain, or water ; the

right of mills, of fishing, of hunting

;

iu pastures, meadows, woods; the

rights to alms and oblations ; and to

hold his own justice court regarding

all things appertaining to the afore-

mentioned abbey, and without pay-

ment of tribute, adjudication, enter-

tainment, or any sort of service

rendered to any person. As a con-

firmation of this true deed King

Diarmuid openly asserted in the

word of truth.

"Witnesses

—

L., Archbishop of Dublin,

Eva, Countess of Eannelagh,

Eobo de Brumardc,

"^'altero de Eidell(sford),

Mcilcrc FitzHenry,

Johe de Clohall,

Adam d [S]herifE,

and Doumall, M'Gell,

Mochomoc, and Nicholas Cleric,

Who have to this Charter set

their seals.

8
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In the folloA\ iiig year a letter from King Henry II. confirmed the charter

granted by Earl liichard. of which the following is a copy, with trans-

lation :

Oeigixal.

Hex concessionem Abbatiae de

Glendalaehe per Comitem Pembro-

chiae factam confirmat.

Teaxslatiox.

Circ. A.D. 1174.

An. 2 1 Henry II.

Henrieus Eex
Anglic, Due Kor-

manie et Aquit,

et Com And,

Arehiepis, Epis,

Abbatibus, baro-

nibus, justic et

et fidelibus suis

Hiberniensebus

Ex Alani Picg.

f. 18, d.

penes Archiep.

Dublin,

omnibus ministris

Franc, Angt, et

saltm Sciatisquod egodediet concessi

et hac mea carta confirmavi Thome
(O'Toole) dnico mco clcrico digiiitatc

que decitur Abbatia de G]eudalai;he

et psonatu intus et exf oes res et

possessioues et holes et redditus in

eclis et oblacionibus ct dccimis et

terris et aquis et molendinis et silvis

et venaciouibus et villis ubicunq sint

et in olbz aliis Eebus ad Abbatiam

illani ptiuentibz hnppctuam elimosi-

niam sicuti melius IJichardus Comes

sua carta confirmavit ct igitur maudo

ct firmitcr peipio quatinus pdes

Thomas (O'Toolc) habcat suam cu-

The king confirms the grant made

by the Eail of Pembroke of the

Abbey of Glendalough.

About A.D. 1174.^ Henry, King

21st year of '

<^f E^e^'^^^^; ^^^^

Henry H.
j

«f ^'ormandy and
'_

j
Aquitaine, and

From the Alanl^onnt of Anjou,

Pegistcrs, f. 18.

d., in the posses-

1 the arch-

bishops, bishops,

abbots, barons,

justices, and all

his faithful ser-

/ yants in France,

and Ireland saluting

:

that I have siven

sion of the A.rch'

bishop of Dub'

lin.

England,

De it kno^yn

and granted, and by this my charter

liaye confirmed to Thomas (O'Toole),

my noble cleric, the digni'y ^vhich

is called abbot of Glendalough,

and jurisdiction within aud without,

aud all things and possessions,

foes, revenues in churches, in ob-

laticms, and tenths, and lauds, and

waters, and mills, aud forests, and

hunting, and in towns, wheresoever

Ihcy may be, aud in all other things
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riam et justiciam de oiuibus ptemen-

tibz ad pdeam dignitatem et oiTies

res alias de quibus Carta Eichardi

Comitis loquitur. Et tos omes

res ejus et possessiones et liomi-

ucs ubicumque sunt et libcr-

tates et liberas consuetudines omni

oceasione ]'emota eutn habere fa-

ciatis eiisq libere et pacifice in-

tegre et houoritice sine laicali ser-

vicio custodiatis et jirotigates ita

quod nulla ci A'cl bominibus suis

iujuriam vl coutumeliam faciatis nee

fieri permittatis. Et siquis ei super

hoc in aliquo forefacere presumpserit

pleuarie ei inde justiciam sine dila-

cione faciatis Teste magistro.

Waltero de cout

OxiTi Arcliidiacono

Eegin de Curten

M^'IIugouc de laici

Willo de braosa

Ilugcaic de Gundevllla

Willalmio filio Aldclmi.

dapifcro Apud Gildeforde.

in the abbacy appertaining, free for

ever, just as has been established

by Earl Eichard in his charter

;

and therefore I order and strictly

command to the end that the afore-

said Thomas (O'Toole) shall ha^-ehis

court and jurisdiction of all matters

belonging to aforesaid dignity, and
in all other thiugs of which the

charter of Earl Eichard speaks. And
all things of his and his possessions

and men, wheresoever they are, and

liberties and free customs, on every

occasion when taken aAvay you shall

make him to possess, and you shall

keep and protect them freeh", and

peacefully, entirely, and honourably,

without lay service, in such manner
that you shall do no injury or con-

tumely to him or to his men, nor

permit same to be done. And if

anyone after this presume hereafter

to act in any such way to him, j'ou

shall then cause justice in full to be

done tu him without delay.

"With magisterial witness by

Walter de cont, Archdeacon of

Oxford.

Ecginald do Curten.

I\lcIIugo do Lacy.

AVilliaui dc liraos.

Ilughe de Gundcville

'William, Fitz .lldelm.

I make this grant at Guilford.
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The O'Toulcs refusing to accept tlie proffered boon of Strongbow, the

Engb'sh resolved to enforce it on them, and so, according to the annalist,

^ye find them invading Glendalough, as reported b}- the Four Masters.

117G. Glendalough was plundered by the English adventurers ; but

not succeeding, even then, in having their authoritj recognized, they deter-

mined to call in the Pope's authority. Meantime, vre are told that in the

year

—

1177. An astonishing flood ran through the city, by which the bridge

and mills were swept away, and fishes remained in the town, even in its

most central part, as recorded in the "Annals of Leinster.'' Thomas, the

abbot, being, as it were, between two stools, was undetermined what course

to pursue. He had the Clan O'Toole, Avho had founded and endowed the

monastery and bishopric, on the one side, insisting on the recognition of their

authority, and that he should retain the abbey, with all its rights, dignities

and possessions, in virtue of the grants and endowments made to it by them

from time immemorial. On the other side, he had Earl Eichard claiming

authority over the abbey by virtue of his wife, Eva, and in right of his

king, Ilenry the Second, who, he (Thomas) supposed, had just conquered the

country, and who Avas offering him a charter, re-granting to him and con-

firming all the rights, lands, aud possessions of the monastery, and to the

bishop of Glendalough those possessed by him. In this critical position

in which Abbot Thomas was johiced, he a^^tpears to have acted most wisely

and prudently, for he sought counsel from the Pope, and delivered up the

monastery and all its possessions to his Iloliness.

It would appear from the letter of Alexander IIL, that the bishop of

Glendalough had, under similar circumstances, placed his possessions at

the disposal of the Sovereign Pontiff.

1 179. Py a letter, dated 12th May, in this year. Pope Alexander III.

confirmed to Malchus, bishop of Glendalough, the whole of that city, and

its appurteuauecs, reserving only to the abbot all his rights and privileges.

The following is a copy of the Pope's letter, with translation :
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Origixal.

Bulla Alexandi-i III., Papae dc

Civitate Glcndalachaneusi et omni-

bus aliis possessionibus Abbats

ejusdem.

Traxslatiox.

13 Mali, A.D.

1179.

Ac 2G Hen. II.

f. i. d.

penes iirelncp.

Dublin.

Alexander ejis

sen-US serroru Dei

veuerabili fratri,

!Malclio Glendalacli-

anen epo ejusq sue-

eessoribus canonice

substituendis iuppetuu. In emi-

nenti aptice sedis specula disponente

dno eonstituti fres et coepos.iiros tarn

vieiuos quam longepoitos debemns

caritate diligere et eccliis sibi adco

coiTiissis patna solicitndine pvidere.

Eapptervenerabilin xpo frat epe tuis

justis a postuleionibus elementer an-

nium et Glendalaclianeii, eccliam cui

anctoredeopressc dinosceri? subboati

Petri et nra ptect-one suceipimus et

psentis scripti privitto coiTiuniiTi Sta

tuentis i;t quascumq possones que-

cumq bona eadO eeclia in psenciarum

juste etcanonicepnssidctaut infuturu

cessTuioe pontifiiu largieiono Degum
velprincipfi oblacoo fidoliu sou aliis

justis modis pstantc clnopoti"t adipsei

firnia tibi tuisq successoribus et illi-

bata pmaneant. In quibus baec pp'is

Bull of Pope Alexander III., cou-

cerning the City of Glendaloeb and

all other possessions of the Abbot

thereof.

12ih May, A.T). Alexander, Bi-

1170. 2Gthyear shop, servant of

of Henry 11. theservauts of God
f. 1- d. ho the A-enerable

in possession of brother Malchus,

Archbishop of Bishop of Glenda-

Dublin. jlocli, and to his

successors for ever canonically ap-

pointed. Beholding from the emi-

nence of the Apostolic see our

brethren and co-operators duly ap-

pointed by the Lord, we arc bound

to love them with fraternal charity,

and to provide with paternal solici-

tude for the churches committed to

them, whether adjacent or remote.

For this reason, venerable brothers in

the episcopate, "We graciously accede

to your just requests ; and that you

may acknowledge the ruling of the

Deity bv his agent, we take the

church of Glendalongli under St.

Peter's and our protection, and by

those present Avritings "We confirm

by privilege standing possessions,

and whatever and what goods soever
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duxiimis Gspimenda Tocabulislpam

Glondalacliaueii civitatt in qua Ca-

thedral sedes est cfi ccclis ct aliis

pteueuciis siiis salvo jure abbatis

ipius Glendalacbeu'ecelib cu terri t orio

suo adulgen usq Tegfledi Oathcarr,

iisq Adhuudelieun, eontiuue Dis.^cr-

diarmada.eusuisptinenciis, Conueclie

Magna, cu suis ptincnc, Eeban eu

suis ptiuen, Cluandaananair, C'luan-

dartada, Maeu cu omnibus suis

ptinenciis fforaclia eccliam Cellcu-

lind cu oinibus suis ptinenciis.

Domnachmoranateehda, Domneclii-

meleche cu oiriibus ptincc. Cehcheli

cu Oinibus suis ptinenciis, Cellu-

sailli ecclia, Techtna cu oiTiibus

suis ptinenc, Laehrachbruin cu

oinibus suis ptinenc, Tecbcumni cu

obus suis j)tinenc, Letconfi cuoiTiibus

suis ptincn, Gragias Gaellincemgin,

CoUguoc, Ccllepscupedam, Athichip,

Sencbel, Ealinrodacb, Balliufind,

Thehugonail, Acbadcloinmalcchaiu

Erman, Disert cellaig cu oiTibus suis

ptincn. Inisliboothiu cu oinibu^> suis

ptincn, Lcelipadric cu oiTibz suis

ptnen, C'cllmautan Cclloclitair. Ccl-

Icsqucdiccca.C'clpiclii eeca, luvcrdcle

cu ptooefi suis. Cell Cassill, cccli,

Cellbiesigi ecclia, Domnichrignagi,

Celltamlaniclia, CcUfumuacgi, Ccll-

gormayne cu oiTibus suis ptincn,

are canonically and justly possessed

at present by same clmrcli, or that

in fulurc may be obtained by grant

from the Pope, by bounty from the

king or prince, or by oblation of the

faithful, or by gift made in any other

manner. Tiiat such may remain

firm and inviolate to you and your

successors, We have conveyed these

declarations to the places named,

—

Glendaloch itself, the city in Avhich

is the seat of the Cathedral, with its

churches and other appurtenances,

saving the rights of the abbot tliereof,

the church of Glendaloch with its

territory and adjuncts, Tegfled,

Oathcar, as far as Ardhundchenn,

adjoining Disserdiarmid, Avith their

appurtenances ; Conneche Mugna,

Avith its appurtenances ; Eoban, -with

its appurtenances; Cluindainanair,

Cluandartada, Maen, -with all their

appurtenances ; Domnaehmoruna-

techda, Domuachimclechc, -with all

tlieir appurtenances ; Ccchcli. with

all its appurtenances ; Cellasuill

church. Tci'htua,Avit]i all its aiipurte-

nauces ;
Lachraichbruin, with all its

appurtenances ; Teehcumui. with all

its appurtenances; Letcenti, Avitli all

its appurtenances ; the granges of

GacUcncamgiu, Cellefnoc, Cellefe-

scupedam, Athichip, Senehel, Bal-
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ciisluismoeliolnioc cu omibusptinen,

suis CcUcagaiu, Loelicluaua, Moir-

medoc ct Doinuachmoruniail ccclia.

Deceruimus ergo lit nuUi ouio lioiiu-

fas sit p'fatam eccliam temc ptuvbare

aut ejus posSones auferre tx allatas

retinere miuue seu quibuslibu* vcxa-

ciouibus fatigare szqoiTua Integra

conservcutur eorum pro quoru gub-

nacione ac susteutacloue coucessa

sunt usibus omnnodc? pfutura salva

sedis apiece auctoritate et DubliDen

ArcliiepT debita reverencia. Siqua

igitur ia f iituru ecetesiastica (secula)

risve psona haue iire constituconis,

paginani scieus contra earn temere

venire teptavit sedo tercove coiTio-

nita nisi reatum suu digna satisfac-

cione currexit potestatis lionorisq sui

dignitate careat reaiiiq se divine

judico existeredeppetrate iuiquitate

cognoscat et a sae'tissimo eorpore ct

sang'ne Dei et diii redemptoris iiri.

Jhu-xpi aliona fiat atq in extreme

examine divine uicoi subjaccat

Cunctis arut eicle loco sua jura i-cr-

vantibus sit pax dni uri Jliu xpi

Quatenus et hie fructu bone aeconis

peipiant etap di-triclu judice pmia

ctcrncpacis iuveant. Ajji;n.

Dat laterau pmanu Alberti tee

riomanc ecce pbri Card et C'aucett,

iii id Maii Indiccone xii. Incarua-

linrodracb, Ballenfena, Tliebugenail,

Archadcloinnialecliaiu. Erinan, Di-

sert, Cellaig, with all its appurte-

nances ; luishboethin, M'itli all its

appurtenances ; Lecpadric, with all

its appurtenances ; Cellmantan, Cel-

laclitair, Cellesqiiidi church, Cel-

pichi church, Invcrdale, its appur-

tenances ; Cellcassill church, Doni-

uachrignali, Cclkitnlamcha, Cellfum-

naigi, Cellgormaifne, Avith all their

appurtenances; C'ellagain, Lochlu-

aua, Moirmodoc, and Domnachmori-

numail churcli.

We, therefore, decree that no

man shall have the right rashly to

disturb said church, or to take away

its possessions by force, or, being

taken away, to retain or diminish

same, or for anyone whatsoever to

harass it with annoyances ;
but that

they should preserve all things of

theirs for whose government and

sustentation these grants are made

for their future use in all ways, save

the reverence due to the Apostolic

Sec and the authority of the Arch-

bidiop of Dublin. If, in future,

therefore, any ecclesiastic, or other

person shall, at any time, knowingly

and, being admonished, rashly, and

in-idiously try to come into this see,

a gainst this our written order, let him
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cionis dnice Anno MCLXXIX" pen- know that, unless reacting lie shall

tific domiui. Alexandri pp. III. pass over liis dignity of power and

Anno XX". honour with becoming satisfaction,

but failing in ^yhich, that for his

days he lives under the divine justice, from the iniquity perpetrated, and

let him be deprived of the most lioly Body and Llood of our Lord aud

liedeemer Jesus Christ, and in his last examination he shall be subject to

tlie Divine anger. But to all persons preserving its lawful rights to same

place, may there be the peace of Our Lord Jesus Christ to the end that

they may know the fruit of good works here, and at the end of a brief

trial, may come to the reward of eternal peace. Amen.
Given at the Lateran by the hands of Albert, Eoman Secretary, Car-

dinal Priest of the Church, and on the Ides of ]May, the 12th of the Indiciion,

in the year of the Incarnation of Our Lord, one thousand one hundred and

seventy-nine, in the twentieth year of the Sovereign PontilT Alexander III.

IISO. Saint Laurence O'Toole having died, and an Englishman being

appointed as his successor, it was considered a favourable opportunity to

renew the attempts already made by Strongbow, to force an acknowledg-

ment of the authority of the king of England over Glendalough, by

craftily endeavouring to assume powers he did not possess.

Though the Xormans were actively engaged in fortifying T^'atcrford,

Wexford, Drogheda, and some other towns of which they contrived to

get possession, Dublin was their chief stronghold, and, along with

a colony from Bristol, they brought thitiier Johu Comyn, a native of

England, and favourite of Henry tlie Second, who, in a.I). 1181, was con-

secrated Archbishop of the ^Metropolitan See, which had been governed by
Saint Laurence O'Toole for a period of eigiiteen years. C'umyn was the

first Englishman who held tliis important position, and among the iirclatos

who succeeded him, by the '^favour of the Crou'n.'''' I cannot name one of

Irish blood.

A year after Comyn's instalment in the See of Saint Laurence O'Toole,
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rHncc John, son of IlemT II., at the head of a large body of troop?, and

accompanied by a brilliant retinue of ecclesiastics and la-^yers, landed at

AVuterford, M'hcre he was coldly received by the natives, many of Avhose

chieftains, after being grossly insulted by his followers, retired to their

fastnesses, and resolved, if possible, to expel them. John's enterprise was

most unsuccessful, and, after a sojourn of some seven or eight months, he

had to withdraw, without obtaining either tribute or hostage from the

Irish nobles.

In the suite of Prince John was the Archdeacon Girand de Barri,

better known as Giraldus Cambrensis, who, during this ill-starred expedi-

tion, collected the matter M'hich he afterwards published as " Topographia

Iliberniae,'' and "Hibernias Expugnata." A very distinguished scholar,

although somewhat garrxilous and egotistic, was this archdeacon; and my
reason for introducing his name at all is to show that he has not sufficiently

done justice to our beloved patron. Saint Laurence 0' Toole, Avhom he

mentions with faint praise, as " vir bonus" (good man), a term in itself com-

prehensively eulogistic, but one that might be bestowed by him on many

another in nowise remarkable for those characteristics which so brightly

distinguished that sainted prelate.

Sj^aring, however, as Girand Avas of encomium in this instance, it is

but fair to state, that in his fau^ous sermon, preached in the Church of the

Holy Trinity (now Christ Cliurch, Dublin), before Archbishop Comyn and

Felix O'Donnally, bishop of Ossory, he has left us a most admirable pic-

ture of the moral excellence of the native Irish priesthood, which contrasts

very strongly and (to them) favourably with that which he has drawn of

the Welsh clergy in his book, "De ]\Ieuevensis Ecclesiae Stater."

" The Irish priests,'' he tells us, "were exemplars of chastity, punctual

in performing the Divine offices, but overmuch given to conviviality

when the night set in."' As for their bishops, the self-suffieicnt archdeacon

regrets that "they were not selected out of the body of the working

clergy, but taken, as they were, from monasteries, where they had made

but little acquaintance with the everyday life of the outer world and the

requirements of their flocks.''
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To tliis lie attributes the turbulence of the Irish in his day, and their

reluctance to submit themselves and their fortunes to the rule of the vicious

Prince John, and his equally wicked father, Henry II. But was this archi-

diaconal superciliousness unreprimanded ? Let us hear Girand hiuaself

:

" Xext evening, whe-i the bishop of Ossory was supping with the arch-

bishop (^Comyn), the latter said :
* 3Iy lord, what did vou think of the

sermon ?' ' Some of it,' replied Ossory, ' was commendable enough,

but there were passages downright bad. I declare to your grace that I

could hardly refrain from flying at him and answering him to his beard."

Peace to your soul! brave Bishop Felix; would it >vere in the power of

the -writer to prevent your tomb from lying neglected and grass-gru-wn

among the niins of the once splendid Jerpoint, -which Donald, prince of

Ossory, erected in honour of the ever-blessed Maiy.

I -will not attempt to portray the feelings "with which the Clan

O'Toole regarded the accession of the English stranger to the archiepiscopal

chair of their dearly beloved Saint Laurence ; and when they saw rising

on tbe spot where Saint Patrick is said to ha\'e baptized the people of Ath

Cliath(tlie Celtic name for Dublin), the stately cathedral that Comynhad

there erected, -we fear much he was looked on only in the light of a

usurper, and this feeling was still more strongly accentuated when it became

known that the baronial archbishop had received a writ authorising the

building of a strong stone castle on the high ground hard by the old

cathedral of the Holy Trinity. It would appear as if they had pre-

monitory presentiments as to the evils to be wrought upon them through

the instrumentality of that same Dublin Castle in the days to come; pre-

sentiments of gloom, persecution, and sorrow, alas I too fully verified in

the dark future that lay before them.

Such facts were suggestive of the probability of aggressive measures

in days not far distant, and the OTooles of that day were not the men to

rest on their oars -when there was prospiT-tively such cogent reason for

them to be prepared for emergencies. The rude Aveapojs of the period,

pike and pole-axe, could be easily forged in the mountains ; and as for the

bow, they had yews enough on every hill-side from Fassaroe to Glenda-
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lough, and round by Soilcabgli to Imaile, to supply tlicm in abundance; and
apart altogether from what new oppressions the English might be preparing

to inflict on them, early as it was in theii' unhappy arrival, they had bitter

wrongs to avenge, wrongs and outrages of which they were the victims at

the hands of Strongbow's followers. These and the well-grounded appre-

hensions of hostility with wliich the colonists of Dublin regarded them,

prompted the Clan to be ever ready, either to repel the attack, or, if

favourable cliance offered, to lead the foray.

Bnt it may be here asked, were there not religious influences to

counteract sentiments of tliis nature, which, strictly construed, may appear

to savour of feelings of revenge? To this it can only be answered, that

however much the Clan OToole may have reverenced Archbishop Comyn's
ecclesiastical dignity, he must have felt himself utterly powerless to recon-

eoncile them to that portion of his flock which had nothing in common
with them but the same religious belief; while locality, language, and
usages singularly peculiar, patriarchal, and primitive, helped to confii-m

estrangements, and to perpetuate mutual antipathies of the most enduring
character.

Besides, the Clan would have nothing to do with an English arch-

bishop
; they would not be governed in things spiritual, any more than

temporal, by the foreigner. And so they continued for four hun-
dred years longer to exercise that proud privilege, which they had enjoyed

for six hundred years before, namely, the nomination and appointment of

their own bishop ; and their elected choice was always ratitied by the

Supreme Pontiff. It is unlikely, indeed, that any of the clergy of Arch-
bi;<hop Comyn ever risked their personal comfort and safety among the

hills of Fcrcualan, Fortire, or Imaile for the discharge of their sacred

functious. "What effect would their preaching have upon a people when
delivered to them in a tunguc tliey did not understand, and associated in

their minds with everything that was galling and oppressive ? And the

English clergy cared not tu acipiire a language in which they could reach

the minds of the people ; this would be paying a tribute to their nationality

which they as Engli.':hnK'n pci-<?onal]y detested. And we must not foreet
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that the last canonically instituted abbot of Glendalough did not die until

two years after the death of Archbishop Comyn, when the union of the

two dioceses was again attempted to be established by Papal and regal

authority.

"This fact notwithstanding, it would appear,'' says '^Yare, "that

many bishops (Celtie, of course) lield the see of Glendalough, either by
usurpation or Papal proniDtion, long after the aforesaid period, who were

supported by the clans of that country not yet amenable to English law."

" TVadding," says the same learned authority, "states that Ivo Piussi

(probably a Latinized or Italianized form for an Irish name) Avas advanced

to this see, a.b. 1401, and that on his death the next year, one John, a

Franciscan friar, was promoted to it by the same Pope. The last bishop

who, we are told, held the see of Glendalough ' ly usurpation,'' was a friar

named Denis White, who surrendered in May, a.d. 1497, to Archbishop

Fitzsimons."

1192. In this year Prince John, who had been created Lord of Ire-

land by his father, and who was at this time ruling in England for his

brother P: chard (who was engaged in the Crusade), made another effort

insidiously and quietly to get possession of Glendalough and the lands and

appurtenances belonging to it, by granting to the abbot, Thomas O'Toole

(that is, if a man can grant what he does not possess), the abbacy of Glen-

dalough, and all the lands and possessions which it already enjo^yed
;
pos-

sessions held by virtue of gifts and grants made to it in the past by the

kings and individual members of the Clan O'Toole, recently confirmed by

the Sovereign Pontiff, and the encroachers or disturbers of such enjoyment

of these possessions subjected to anathema by the powers of the Bull of

Alexander III.

John's action in this matter was directed to the one end, namely, to

try and ^ai the abbot. Thomas O'Toole, to accept the grant at his hands,

as he would thereby be acknowledging his sovereignty, a light in which

the abbot refused to see it. Ileuee we have Prince John issuing his grand

patent, by which he gives to Thomas O'Toole, abbot of Glendalough, for

the use and support of that monastery, the abbey and the appurtenances
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thereunto belouging, situate iu the lauds of Fertuathal (uow Fertire or

Yartiy), Magauiens (now IMagaue}'), Umail, coutiguons to the city ; and

in the lands of ^yick^uglo (uow Wicklow), IvcLuolible, Eredmoghae, Gien-

dalogh, Bastologa, Achadh, Carrachane (now Carrigeen), Ibernoli, CuUen,

liilbi-itten, Kilmacubuodan, Bachaneseri, and Crochlomfachau ; in the

land of Arkdo, Baliniucilin, Carrochill, Celbichfegi, Ivillmodien, Filfiiu-

nagi, Kelunredi, Ivillcassavell, Creocuan (now Croghane mountain), Kin-

cievelt, and Achadlicmaichain ; iu the laud of Ukenfellig, Kellachadh,
;

in that of Magdalbaigli, Tegunbeochaire ; in the land of Ui Muireadhcigh,

in the moiety of Uinailc, to wit, Lcfnehcusen, Ivilmanache, Ballytarsna,

Donnachmore, and Muuefulchadlud; and the moiety of Lochlech, to wit,

Eaffia, Armacrenan, and Glendarchad ; in the land of Uffalau Ballynent-

lane, Drumdadwen, Eadangan, Xaterach, Aabrone, Ivilkellmoli, and Trog-

mohi, in Aresia ; in the land of Mac-GiHcholmoc, Tregdeloge, Keladgerne,

Glenrauner (now Glenuialure), Dergiu (qow Delgany), Kilmahabeme, and

Kilmakanoc ; in the town of Udinoghta, Killbescopsillan, Ballnideran, Kill-

belet, Achadbudi, Dunaide (now Donard). Ballinaroe, Kilinahe, Eatissal-

lech (now llathsallah), Dunmaleen (now Dunlavin), and Kilmaluyer ; and

all the lands of Umcrgill, Balliudacursa, Helmolau, Ilalinlachua, Ballindaly,

Kilbolane, and Killugarten.*

By a document dated the same year, Prince John confirms to the

archbishop of Dublin the bishopric of Glendalough. This document, it is

needless to say, possessed neither power nor validity, any more than the

grant made to Abbot Thomas O'Toolc.

The following is his letter to the archbishop of Dublin from John :

* The spelling of tlicse towulands is quite incorrect, being neither Irish, English,

nor Latin, and many of lliese places have become so obscure and forgotten that it is quite

inHiossible to point them out, or give the correct spelling of them;
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OrJGlXAL. Teaxslatiox.

A.D. 1]92.

An. 4, Hie. I.

Ex. Alani Eeg.,

f. 21., d.

penes Arcliiep.

Dublin.

Confirmatiodona-

tionis episcopa-

tus de Glenda-

laughe Archi

episcopoDubliu.

Ji amies donii-

nus llibenic
comes MorTiton

archiepis epis,

abbatibus, justi-

ciar, bai'oiiibus

militibus, et oiTii-

bus fidelibus suis

totius bibnie

saltm. Sciatis me
divine pietatis in-

tuitu et ad hono-

remDeiet Dublin

ecce et jn-o salute anime mee ad

preces venerabilis pris Jotiis l)ei gra

dubliuiii archiepi, consilio barouu

meiz concessissc et hac mea cbar ta con-

firmasse ecce dublin et prefat JohT

arcbiepo dc dublin et oiTiibus succes-

soribus suis donaciojiein epatus de

Glendalaughc imppetuti ita scilicet

quod cum cathcdralom cccliam de

Glendel vacarc continget archieps

de dublin epatum tenebit in mauu
sua alisc}; onmi responsione quam
mihi vel liercdibus mcis iudc faciat

donee epi cpatui pro voluntate sua

de pastorc assensu meu uo expect

o

scdin diTi pvideret et quud ops

Glendel capellanus sit dublincn Ar-

cbiepo et vicarius quare vulu ft fir-

mitcr pcipio quod conla banc mcam

A.D. 1102.

Fourtb year

Eicliard I.

Jobn, Lord of

From Alan IJegi.-

tors, f. 21, d,

of Ireland, Count of

Moreton, to bis

arcbbisbops,
bisbops, abbots,

justices, barons,

^ kniabts, and tom possession of, ^^^^^^ ^^.^^^^^
Arcbbisbop of

servants in all

Dublin. Ireland, bealtb.

,, „ ~r , Know ve from me
Ooniirmation ot

tbc gift of tbe

bislioprie o f,

Glendalouiili tc

rliat. in regard of

buly piety, and to

tlic bonour of

,, , , .

, I

God and tbe
^^^^^^^^^'l^iCburcbofDublm,

and for tbebenltb
of Dublin.

of my OTvn soul, and at tbe request of

the A-enerable fatber, Julm, by tbe

grace of God Arcbbisbop of Dublin,

and member of tbe Council of Darous,

I have confirmed by tbis my cbarter

my grant to tbe Church of Dublin,

and to the said John, Archbishop of

Dublin, and to all his successors, fur

cvei', the transferred liishopric of

Glcndaluugh. And be it known,

tiiat the arclibidiop of Dublin shall

freely take possession of the calhe-

dral church ufGleiidalough, and bhuU

thereM-ith hold in his possession the

bishopric in his own hands, and
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concessioncm ct diguitatem Deo et

ecclie dubliu a me coUatam uemo de

cctero eidcin Archiepo Johi vel

cuiquam successorum siiorum inde

molestiam iufcrat vel impediment u.

Testibus

:

liiig- Coueiig Abbm ferneuse

epis,

S. Eidett, Cancett meo,

EotJ de Mellent,

TMfto de vein Comitibus,

Jolie de Curcj',

Gerard de Camutl,

Pctro Pipard,

Theot Walti,

Philipp Wigorri,

TMtto de "Wenevaft,

"Witto de Bromeardc,

Eogero Tirell,

Die teati Jotus evangeli&te, in

natali Eegni Eegis Eici anno quarto

apud Xotingbaui,

which, with every other responsibi-

lit J-, he shall henceforth render to me
or my heirs, until he, of his own will,

and of his own pastoral assent, shall,

witliout my desiring it, provide a

ruler for the seat of the episcopacy,

and that he shall be a chaplain and

vicar for the archbishop of Dublin.

Wherefore I wish, and fii-aily com-

mand, that against this, my grant,

and honour to God, and to the

Church of Dublin, by me conferred,

no one shall in future offer molesta-

tion or impediment, to the same

archbishop, or to any of his suc-

cessors.

Witnesses :

Hugh Cunningham, bishop and

abbot of Ferns,

S. Eidellsford, my Chancellor,

Piobert de Mellen, Count,

William de Yem, Count,

John de Courcy,

Gerard de CamuU,

Peter Pipard,

Theobali Walt,

Philip Wigar,

WilliaD\ de Wcnvall,

William dc Lromarde,

Eoger Tirell.

Given at Nottingham, on the

Feast of Saint John the Fvaugelii^t,

in the beginning of the fourth year

of the reign of Xiug Eichard.
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1199. Seven years after the date of the above grant, Pope lunoccnt

in., apparently in reply to a letter of tlie abbot, Thon.as O'Toole, received

the church and monastery into his protection, thus rendering abortive the

repeated efforts of the English rulers to assume dominion over it. The

following is a copy of the Pope's letter, as given in the charters. &c., of

Ireland, 12th ccnturv

:

Oeigixai.

Innocentius III. Papa, ecclesiam

possessiones que conventus Glen-

dalacensis in suam protectionem

recipit.

22nd December.

A.D. 1199.

An. 1, John.

Ex Alani Picg.

f. 3, d.

Penes Archiep.

Dublin.

Innocentius

Eps servus servo-

rum Dei dilectis

filiis T h in

(O'Toole) Abbti

et c on vent 11 i

Glendalacefi
saltm, ct aplicam

^ benediceone cum

nobis, petitur quod et justum est

honestum tani vigor equitatis quam

ordo cxigit racionis ut id per sollici-

tudenem officii vri ad debitum

pducatur cffectum Eapptcr dilecti

in dno filii devoconem quam erga

beatum Pctru ct nos ipos habere

noscimini attcndentes cccliam ct

psonas vras cum oiuibus bonis tani

occlesiabtici.s qua mundanis que im-

prcscnciarumrationabilitorpossidcti.'s

Tr>AXSLATIOX.

Pope Innocent III. receives the

church and convent of Glenda-

lough into his protection.

From the Alan

Pegisters, f. 3, d.,

in possession of

the Archbishop of

Dublin

!nd December,
"j

Innocent,
A.D. 1199. bishop, servant of

First year ofJohn, the servants of

God, to his be-

loved son, Thomas
(O'Toole), and the

convent of Glen-

dalough, health

and apostolic
benediction. Seeing that it is sought

from us, as being just and honest,

as well for the strengthening of

justice as that reasonable order re-

quires it, that, through the solicitude

of men in offico, it may be carried

out Avith due eflcct. Fur this reason,

we l)cing reasonably impressed M'ith

the dcvotedness of our beloved son

in the Lord towards blessed Peter

and ourselves which you arc known

tu possess, attending to Ihc church
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caut ill futunim justis modis deo

ppitio poteritis adipisci sub beati

Petri et iira pteccone suscepimus

specialiter autem niaguain eccliam

beatoruiii Petri et Paiili Glcndalaeen

cum ptineuciis suis scilicet Glenda-

laclia totaliter cum suis ptineciis

desertuni sci Comdiui cum cella sua.

Scelet cum ptiu suis, Fartur mac-

mohet sem Uuia] cu ptin Eredonohoe,

Celmuliban Glenadlcu, Eubaiu,

Scolagen, Acadgiragcn, Cebuacam-

moadan, Baccnasser, Invernoele, cum
ptiii suis Carracouc, Balunoel, Ccl-

bicb'gi, Celunoge, Celcassil, Crc-

chaue, Centuirc, Accadcerrochaue,

cum ptin suis, Lcsmobuusceync,

Celiomanac, Dunacmore, Muthalam-

godlad, Aobadbudc, Acbadbudi,

Duuarde, Celoclet, cum ptineuciis

suis, Erausahie, Piafanc, Duuocloun,

Tubar, cum ptiuenoiis suis, Ardmec-

ceronane, Ckiandartah, Duuuoci,

Elpi, liaUimore, cum ptineuciis suis

Tubbcr et totam tcrram, rmoelgida,

Dimdacmau, Celfrcu, Laleucudlaue,

Larrachmibruou, Cclciamelli. Ballcu-

inenigan, ]5alleiimoclanc, Ballanda-

laeg, Cellugarcoii, C'clbudauc, cum
ptineuciis suis, Tcthdodga Celadi-

gair, Clcuiumiarc, Dergiu Lcrgi,

ISalcudcut'clula, Celmacabirc, Elmo-

fccuoc, cum ptiucuciis suis, Celep-

aud its various charges, -svith all

goods, as Avcll ecclesiastical as tem-

poral. That you may possess them,

aud also that you may be able, in a

just maimer, by the favour of God,

to fulfil them under blessed Peter's

protection aud ours. "NVe, indeed,

specially receive the great church of

Saints Peter and Paul, at Glenda-

lough, M'ith its appurtenances, known
as all Glendalough, -with its appur-

tenances ; the wild place knoM'n as

Comden, -u-ith its cells ; Scelet, with

its appurtenances ; Fartur, Mocmo-
hetson, Umail, with their appurten-

ances, Eredenohae, Celmuliban,

Glenadlen, Paibain, Scolageu, Acad-

giragan, Cellmaccamoadan, Buccna-

soer, Invernoele. with their appur-

tenances ; Carrucoue, Balunoel,

Celbiclege, Celunoge, Celcassil, Cre-

chane, Centuire, Accadcorrochane,

with their appurtenances ; Lesmo-

hunscefue, Celivomanac, Dunac-

more, Muthalamgodlad, Achadbude,

Achabudi, Dunard, Celbelet, with

their appurtenances ; Erausahie,

Piafane, Dunaclouu, Tubar, with their

appurtenances ; Ardniecceronane,

Cluandartah, Dunruci, Elpi, Ually-

more, with their appurtenances;

Tubber, with all its land ; rmoel.u'ida,

Bundaeman, C'cllfivn, Balcucudlane,

9
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scoibsilleii Balleniodranc, cum ptiii

suis eceliam Chelmotihenoc, qua

habet in epatu Fernen cum oinibus

ptiuenc suis decimas eciam et ten-as

quas nobilis vir 16 dominus HTbnie

vobis in eleemosinam contulit sicut

ca juste ac pacifice possidetis vobis

et p vos ecclie vi^e autoi'itate apti-

ca confirmamus etpntis scripti patro-

cinio c5munimus. Kulli ergo om-

nino hominu liceat hanc paginam

lire ptecconis et confirmationis in-

fringere vel ei ausu temerario cou-

traire siquis vo hoc attemptare pro-

sum pserit indignacionem omnipo-

tentis Dei et beatorum Petri et Pauli

aplorum ejus se noverit incursurum.

Dat Lateraii XT.".,

Kalendas Januarii,

Pontificat nri,

Anno p' mo.

Larracbmibroon, Celciamelli, Ballen-

menigen, Ballcnmoelane, Ballau-

dalaegjCellagarrconjCellbodanejWitli

their api^urtenauces ; Tethdoelga,

Celadagair, Cleninmiare, Dergin,

Bergi, Balendanechda, Cehnaca-

bime, Elmosenoe, with their appur-

tenances; Celepseoibsillen, Ballimo-

drane, with their appurtenances

;

Celmohonoc, which belongs to the

episcopate of Ferns, with all its ap-

purtenances, tenths, and also the

lands which the noble John, Lord of

Ireland, conferred on you in gift.

That you may justly and peaceably

possess them, we coniirm by our

apostolic authority, and by these

present writings, we fortify with

our patronage, to you and your ec-

clesiastics. Therefore, let no man
infringe this document of our pro-

tection and confirmation, or rashly

dare to act contrary thereto. If any

one shall presume to attempt such

towards you, let him know that he

incurs the indignation of the omni-

potent God, and of His blessed

apostles, Peter and Paul.

Given at the Lateran, the eleventh

of the Kalends of January, in the

hrst year of our pontificate.
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1214 Ehig Johu, by auathei- pat.^nt, doited 30th July, rene^'s tlie
grant to the archbishop of Dublin, and hi. successors, of the episcopal see
of Glendalough, and the land thereunto belonging, together with the abbey,
resernng to Thomas OToule, the abbot, his tenement-to wit, half a can-
tred- le tohold tlie same during his life from the archbishop of Dublin

_

rins, like a great many other patents to be hereafter granted—in
which disposition was made of the lands and territories of the OTooles—
bearing the sign manual and royal arms of England, was treated with scant
courtesy by those '^ unapprcciaiivc;' ^^stuhhorn'^ clansmen, who defied Kin-
John and his mandates, and refused to pay to the archbishop of Dublin any
of those tithes which they had always, and would still continue, to pay to
the bishop and abbot of Glendalough, and we cannot be surprised if the
abbot Thomas and the Clan OToole looked on it as an endeavour to lessen
their ecclesiastical prestige very much by asking them to ofier any obedi-
ence to the see of Dublin. They would very naturally form a comparison
in their own minds as to the antiquity of their abbey and diocese, founded
since the days of Saint Kevin, and the modern archdiocese of Dublin only
brought into existence since the Danish invasion—Donatus bein- its first
bishop, then Gregory, then Saint Laurence O'Toole; and up to St
Laurence's time the diocese of Dublin only took in the seaport, and the
land immediately bordering the seashore, from Dalkey to Balbri--an
]3esidss this, since the death of their own beloved St. Lorcan, now°that
his chair was filled by a I^orman stranger, it was not likely to cause any
Avariner feelings of submissive obedience to an alien, particularly when
they were confirmed in the enjoyment of their ecclesiastical rights by the
Supremo Pontiff himself.

King John now had mjro important matters to occupy his own
attention at this time, as it was in a.d. 121-3 tliat the barons "of Eudand
frightened him into signing :\Ligna Cliarta at Runuvmede, and dying ii

the following year, 12 IG. lie was saved further humiliation from thekrnd.
of Clan O'Toole, by endeavouring to enforce upon them his ecclesiastical
enactments at the point cf his Xonnan sword.

John was succeeded by his young son, nem-y III., Avho was only nine

in
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years old at tlie time, and avc find him in the year 122S, that is, twelve

vears after his accession, or "when he himself was about reaching man's

estate, reversiP-g the patent his father had granted tlie archbishop of

Dublin in 1214. "With reference to Gleudalough, wc thus find him, on

his accession, following the earlier policy of Strougbow and his father, and

through his Lieutenant, Earl Eichard, he grants to Thomas 0"Toole (his

clerk he calls him) the abbey and parsonage of Gleudalough, together

with all its appurtenances, lands, and dignities, situate within and without

the city of Gleudalough, in pure and perpetual alms.

This ''f/rand restorative^^ seems to have extracted no exuberant ovei-flow

of gratitude from Abbot Thomas or the Clan. The/ seemed to take the

restoring patent -with the same calm equanimity of temperament as they did

the depriving one. In fact, parchment deeds of any kind were ever treated

by them with the greatest possible ''nonchalance;" they looked beyond

the vellum for the actual coming of the uew possessors, and they generally

managed, no matter how limited their resources, to treat the patentees

to a welcome so warm as generally to prove overwhelming.

The " patent" game was endeared to the English from their earliest

settlement in Ireland. The Bull which they, by lying misrepresentation and

false pretences, swindled from Pope Adrian, had made them look on all such

instruments as powerful aids in the base and interested motives of the

colonists. This feeling was not at all shared in by the Clan, who totally

and entirely repudiated their right to grant deeds or patents of their pro-

perty—either church or tribelands ; and though the O'Tooles of this

day were not skilled diplomatists, they were sharp enough to be able to

discern the motives of a Strongbow or a Henry, who, by having their

patents accepted, considered there would be in that act itself a " quasi ''

acknowledg:nent of the rights of a suzerain.

Ilence the O'Tooles would have none of them, and for the remainder

of Henry's reign they seem not to have been importuned further with

reference to Gleudalough. About tliis time, too, the abbot, Thomas O'Toole,

died, at an advanced age. He had lived through stormy and troubled times,

and had never wavered in maintaining those indisputable rights coufcrred
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iqion his mouastery and diocese by a long line of princely ancestors.

Sliielding himself under the affectionate and protecting authority of the

Holy Father, he succeeded daring his time in -n-arding off the covetous

aggrandizement of the Xornian invader. AVith him died the glory and

splendour of the great abbey and monastery, after six centuries of pros-

perity and usefulness, tlirough which the brilliancy of its sanctity and

learning was not confined to Clan Ui Tiiathail, or even to Ireland, but

•n-hose effulgent rays had dispelled the clouds of ignorance and paganism,

in the persons of its saints and missionaries, through the remotest corners

of the then kno-«'n world.

It struggled on for some years still, but owing to the frequent incur-

sions of the English, and the ravages they made on it from time to time,

the churches and monastery of the city of Glendalough were changed into

those heaps of ruins which to-day stand forth, silent but expressive monu-

ments of the vandalism of England.

The summer of a.d. 1398 saw the forces of King Eichard performing

one of the last acts of sacrilegious barbarity to which the sacred buildings

were subjected, as they then burned and destroyed them. Kor did Ilichard

have the better luck for this cowardly barbarism, for his expedition to

Ireland ended in defeat. And while he was lighting the fires of ruthless

destruction in the sacred city, another and yet fiercer fire had been ignited

in his own kingdom of England. The flames of insurrection and revolt had

broken out there, and when, in a short time after, he left Ireland to quell it,

he left Glendalough behind him in ruins, to land in his own country, to be

jeered and scoffed at by his own people, and to enter upon a fruitless

struggle that cost him his crown and his life.

" The mills of God grind sloAvly,

But they grind exceeding fine.''

Eichard may then have remembered, Avhen it was too late, that had he

remained in England to consolidate his interests and defeat conspiracies in

the bud, and had he left alone the two fruitless expeditions to "Watcrford

and the Leinster chieftains and the city of Glendalough, he might have

continued to preside over the destinies of England.
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As a fitting supplemout to tlic foregoing sketch of tlie ecclesiastical

histoiy of the diocese of Glendalough, I submit the following short

description of its abbey and of the seven churches

:

THE ABBEY OF GLEXDALOUGH.

The ruins of this abbey, being the first which the traveller perceives,

are situated in the bottom of the vale, and consist of two buildings

parallel to each other (the larger one, on the south side, being the church).

On the cast end of the abbey is an arch of extremely curious workman-
ship

; the colunms on the sides recede one behind another, and are very

short, but do not diminish ; the capitals are ornamented in a singular

manner, most of them with human heads at the angles and dragons or

other fabulous animals at the sides ; the heads have much the appearance

of those in Egyptian sculpture, with large eyes, long cars, and the tresses

of the hair straight ; the ring stones of the arch are indented triangularly

in imitation of the Saxon style of architecture, and in some parts human
heads and other ornaments are within the triangular mouldings.

On the removal of some heaps of rubbish from under the ruins of

this arch, a few stones, beautifully carved, were found, many of tnem

belonging to the arches, and some to the architraA'es of the Avindow. The
architrave is twelve inches broad, and a panel is sunk on it, ornamented

lozengewise, and of an oval form ; tlie Lizenge, Avith a bead running on

each side. The centre of the lozenge is decorated on one side by a bas-relief

of a human head, with a bird at each side picking at the eye, and on the

other side by a dragon twisting its head mund. and the tail turned up

between its legs nito tlie mouth. Here is another stunc, apparent! v the

capital of a column ; tAvo sides of it are visible, bdth of tliem orna-

mented Avith a pattern, liut each side in a different manner. One consists

of a fioAver of sixteen large leaves and fifteen smaller ones, relieved the

one-eighth of an inch, and the otlier of six leaves branching from the

centre, AA'ith another leaf extending betAvecii their points.

In describing the other ruins of this desolated city of the past, Avhich
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appears to have been built iu au elegant style of Grecian architecture, I

in some measure, outstep the bounds originally prescribed ; but their

contiguit3' to the abbey "which we have just uo-vr quitted, induces me to

proceed to the next erection, called

THE CHURCH OF THE TUIKITY.

It stands on a rising ground north of the abbey, and as the inhabitants

say, -was dedicated to the Holy Trinity. In the front of the chm-ch is a

circular building, upon a square base, -which e^•idently -was intended for a

belfry, a sufficient space being left for the rope to come do-wn. Hence,

let us come to the

SEVEN CHURCHES.

(1). The Cathedra] Church,

(2). St. Kevin's Kitchen,

(o). Our Lady's Church,

(4). The Ehoafeart Church,

(5). The Priory of St. Saviour,

(6). The Ivy Church, and

(7). Teampull-na-Skellig.

These are the churches for -which Glendalough has been for many
centuries remarkable, and for -which it Avill be celebrated even -v\"hen the

vestiges of them noAV remaining arc no more. The entrance to the area

on -which these churches stand is on the north-east side, tlirough the

ruins of a gate-way, IG feet G inches long, by IG feet -wide; the arches,

vhich are still entii-e, are 9 feet 7 inches -wide, and 1 feet high ; and the

ring stones, Avhich are of mountain granite, are the full depth of the vail

;

the outside arch is composed of twenty-four stones, and the inside one of

twenty-seven, which are 2 feet G inches in depth.

The Cathedral Church ranks as first, and owes its origin to Saint

Kevin, by whom it was dedicated to the patron saints of the abbey.

Under a small window of this church, at the south side of the choir, is a
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tomb of freestone, omamented, and in the cemetery stands a roimd to'wer,

one linncbed and ten feet higli, iiucommonly built, and in a fine state

of preservation, the roof alone having suffered thi-ough time; but that

has latcl}- been cajiped. At the bottom it measm-es 52 feet in girtlu aud

the Tvalls are four feet thick. The remains of several crosses may still

be seen among the ruins, and that situated in the cemetery of this church

particularly merits notice, being one entire stone, 11 feet in height.

Saint Kevins Kitchen (its vulgar appellation) was undoubtedly one of

the seven churches, and is still almost entire, having suffered alone in the

ruin of a -svindo-n-, the only one in the church. This -was placed about 8

feet from the south-east angle, and -was ornamented -with an architrave

elegantly -wrought, but, being freestone, it was conveyed away by the

neighbouring inhabitants, and brayed to powder for domestic use.

Our Ladij-s Church,—The most westward of the seven, and nearly

opposite to the Cathedi-al, is now almost in ruins ; but from the doorway

and the few remakis of walls, it aj^pears to have been built with more

Iniowledge of the art than the other buildings.

The Rhcfcart Church (literally, the Sepulchre of Kings).—In this

church, as given earlier in these pages (see under Duulauig, in the 11th

century), is the tomb of McM. Thuil, or O'Toole, with its quaint antique

superscription. Many of the other chieftains of the sept have been interred

here, where a stone cross, elegantly carved, is preserved.

The tombstone referred to by Archdall in the "Monasticon Iliberni-

cum,'- has been (particularly since his notice of it appeared) taken away

bit by bit, by tourists from England, America, and the Continent, who
were anxious to have it to say on their return home, that they had visited

Glendalough, and producing as proof of the hona fides of their ^isit a por-

tion of the tomb of King O'Toole ; thus many an Irish home across the

broad Atlantic has been cheered by so ancient a souvenir, with the result

that nothing of the tombstone is now to be seen.

The Priori] of Saint Saviour (commonly called the Eastern Church).

—

Of this buildiag little can be said, the foundations only remaining ; but

som? yo.irs sine 3 a quantity of stone, remarkably well wrought, was dis-
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covered hero, and, in remo\ing a hcaji of ruLbisli. the accnmnlalion of

many centuries, two clusters of cohunns -were found, Avith curious cm-
lilematic decorations, Avhich liad sujiported a great fretted arch, composed

of the above-moutioned stones, -which led to the discovery.

The Iv)j Church is situated somewhat to the -westward, and has large

breaches in its walls, long since overgro-wn with ivy. Isothing noAV

worthv of remark is to bo found in this building, which is eutirelv un-

roofed.

TcawpitU-na-Skcllij], situated in the recess of the fom-th mountain,

was the ancient Priory of the Rock, and was also called the Temple of

the Desert, both expressive of tlie Irish appellation.

The Bed and Cell of Saiiil Kevin.—Tha celebrated Bed of Saint Kevin,

on the fourth side of the lough, is a cave hewn in the solid rock on the

side of the moimtain, exceedingly difficult in ascent, and terrible in jiros-

pect, for it hangs perpendicularly over the lake, at an alarming height

above the surface of the water.

'• "Where the cliff hangs high and steep.

Young Sa-nt Kevin stole to sleep."

At a small distance from the bed on the same side of the mountain,

are to be seen the ruins of a small stone building, called Saint Kevin's ('(Al.

And noAV, in the Avords of Mcrvyn Archdall (himself a Protestant),

in his great work already referred to, we shall bid adieu for the 2iresent

to the ruins of this once illustrious seminary, which (in the language of a

late -\ATiter) '• was once the huninary of the AA-estern Avorld, from Avhencc

th(^ savage septs and roA'ing barbarians of olhei' lands deri-^-cd the benefits

of knowledge and the blessings of religion.''

The romantic shape of the suirounding mountains, many of which are

covered Avith a fi'csh s}>ring of Avo(jd. and otlicrs, tlmugh of a surjirising

altitude, rctainiii,!:' a]iiii>st to tlicir suimiiits tlic livelic-t verdure tlie A\-holc

year round; tlicsc, added to the Avindiiig foria of a very fertile valley,

Avhich terminates in a beautiful lake of considerable extent, increase our

veneration and exalt our spirits. In a Avord, on vieA\-iug such a scene, to
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abstract the mind from all local emotion •would be imijossible, if it were
endeavouj-ed, and -would be foolish, if it Avcre possible. AVhatever "with-

dra-ws from the jiower of our senses ; •whate^•cr makes the past, the dis-

tant, or the future predominate over the present, advances us in the

dignity of thinking beings.

Far from us, and from those avc -would call friends, be such a frigid

philosophy, as may conduct us Avith steps indifferent, and feelings un-

moved, over any ground -which has been sanctified by virtue, or dignified

by -\A-isdom. That man is little to be envied -^^-hose piety and patriotism

"will not gro-w more ardent, and become more -warm, -when he permits him-
self to reflect on the countless number of kings and chieftains, bishops

and abbots, holy priests and ascetic monks, gallant -warriors and simple

peasants, -n-hose commingled dust lies beneath his feet, as he reverenth-

steps among those shado-ws of the hallo-wed ruins of Glendalough.

And if the jocund laugh of the tourist and the plcasiu'e-seeker be
hushed, the mien become more thoughtful, and the step of merry youth
less buoyant, as they gaze in silent veneration at those symbols of the

ecclesiastical glories of C^atholie Ireland, dating from the earlier ages of

Christianity ; if even those Avho have not the happiness to share Avith us

in our belief in that glorious old faith, that grovs stronger by persecution,

are here impressed by the sacred solemnity of their siuToimdings, and
can find no place in their thoughts even for those sly, irreligious quips

and jokes that arc elsewhere ever ready to their lips ; if this be ti-ue

—

and Ave all knoA\- it to be true—Avhat must be the feelings of the descend-

ants of those over A\ho»c bones they stand, and A\'ho can claim common
ancestry Avith those i-)rinces and prelates Avho rendered brilliant and holy

the ages in Avhich they lived ?

IIoAV quickly rushes the life blnod tlirongli the vein«, hoAV uncon-

sciously tlu' eye becomes obscured Avith moisture, and the throat-valves

checked by uncontrollable emotion, Avhcn even the strongest of xis, stand-

ing in this sacred sjiot, alloAvs his mind to indulge in meditative reverie

on Avhat the OTooles Avere in those days Avhose glories have departed 1

Aye ! and may Ave ever be susceptible of such feelings ; for, trust me, the
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heart from -wliifli tlioy spontaneously and voluntarily arise is, and ever

shall 1)0, tiiie to the host and highest impulses of our nature.

Of those venerated remains in Glendalough's silent shade, "\ve may
veil quote the words of our truly national jioet

:

"All, all arc gone—but still lives on

The fame of those who died,

But true men, like you men,

Eemember them -with pride."

And during those days, while the ancient ecclesiastical endowments of

the Church were being plundered, and every effort made to secure for the

English archbishoi) of Dublin the endowments and tithes of the see and

monastery of Glendalough, or Gleuade, as it was known by, before Saint

Kevin built his monastery there ; while the successors of Henry 11.

and the Xorman barons were proving to the Christian nations how much
truth there was in their representations of the Irish Church needing re-

form and the correction of abuses, while thej" convinced the Supreme

Pontiff himself that their reform meant not rohhenj, and their censorship of

morals personal agfirandiscmcnl ; how fared it during these days with the

temporal affairs of the OTooles?

"Wo have seen elsewhere that despite everj' malignant effort,

tlie see of Glendalough preserved its indejjendence, and maintained its

rc]a:ions direct with liomo. up to the closing years of tlie fifteenth cen-

tury. And as it was in thiiigs spiritual, so was it in their temporal

affairs also : the Clan O'Toole had just as little regard for a r.>yal warrant

depriving th'-m of their lands and homos as tliey had for the king's fiat

oonnnanding them to transfer their spiritual allegiance (and with it the

I'evenues) from thobi'^hop of Glendahmgh to the arehdincesc of Dublin
;

and they treated both with an ('(|nal measure of respect (y), and though

sometimes (Icfcated. Avcro ne^^'or subdued.

Glendahmgh, tno, suft'orcd in these burnt -offerings that were made at

the shrhi"s nf hor^'sy and igmrane:', by plundering baron, bigoted fanatic,

and m^reomrv liireling; but the total destruction of the monastic literary
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treasures was reserved for the refiued barbarity of Sir Charles Cootc, "who

in the 1 7th centmy burnt the toA\Ti of AVichloAV, and among other fiendish

acts, he enjoyed the hellish luxury of seeing Irish infants tossed high in

air, and received on the points of his soldiers' halberts, there, -vvi-ithing in

tortured agony, to die a miserable death, while those demons in human shape,

emulating the example of their cowardly commander, these wi-etehes

—

disgrace to the name of soldi?r—danced round their lieli^less imiocent victims

with exultant shouts and horrid imprecations—another of the methods for

the civilization of the ^'barbarous Irish.'''

But the reader may naturally ask, was not the great seat of learning,

Glendalough, laid in ruins by the English in 1214 ;* And how, or where,

then, were theirpriests and bishops educated and consecrated? I willtellyou.

The O'Tooles and the O'Byrnes, seeing their great abbey and educational

establishments destroyed, and robbed of their income by the English,

invited the Franciscans, who had lately come to reside in Dublin, to found

a house of their order in Wicklow, about a.d. 1 222, where they could

educate their sons, and consecrate to the Lord their priests, necessary to

minister to the spiritual wants of the people throughout the districts of the

diocese of Glendalough.

Here, then, in a sweet secluded spot, near the present town of Wick-

low, was founded by them the monastery and college of the Fi anciscaus

(the ruins of which are still visible), for the good estate of their own and

their posterity's souls.t This fact is especially worth remembrance, for it is

a proof that no matter how English prejudice may misrepresent and vilify

them (and, dear knows, they have done both with no niggard hand), these

hardy mountaineers must have had a keen perception and due appreciation,

not only of the essential principles of their holy religion, but also of the

arts and sciences in some of their finest details.

* For further particulars concerning this famous Monastery of Glendalough see

" Monasticon Hibernicum," by Archdall, where a history of it is given, with the names of

its abbots, from St. Kevin, the founder, down to its last abbot, Thomas OToole.

t
" A monastery was founded here for Franciscans by the O'Byrnes and O'Tooles in

the reign of Henry III."—Arch. Mon.
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Tlic colonists may liavo been justified iu styling Ihem the "Irish
enemy" (a name they often strove hard to merit) ; but assuredly the
founders of religious houses, such as the abbeys of Gleudaloush, Castle-
dermolt, Kildure, Baltiuglass, Sheltou, &c., and the monastery ofVicklow,*
did not desen-e to be called either "rude,'' or "barbarous,'" epithets be-
stowed on them by the poet Spenser, and others, in times much nearer to
our own.

Ilerc, then, within the sanctified cloisters of the mouasterv, and at the
schools of this college, were the young scions of the noble houses of the
O'Toule and tlie O'Byrue educated in secular, hand-iu-hand, as it ever
should be, with that religious training and spiritual guidance so cai-efully
given by the sons of St. Francis. From here, too, as from the central
focus, radiated those lights of religion and knowledge that difiused their
genial and cloud-dispelling warmth far and near, the whole country round.
We may rest well assured that these good fathers were jealously conser-
vative of the ancient language and primitive usages of their country and
clans, and carefully preserved them from any at^empted intermeddling,
innovation, usages, and customs for Avhich the English archbishop and his
clergy had very little respect. Here, too, many an O'Toole and O'JJyrne
took the cowl in these sacred cloisters, and I need hardly say that here, "as in
Glendalough, the holy and learned monks strove to perpetuate, in goodly
tome and illuminated manuscript, the warlike achievements of their royal
and noble ancestors, as well as the most remarkable incidents in the
lives of their descendants.

Where now is all the labour of the pious monks ? And do we recog-
nise sufficiently what even the arts and sciences have lost by the destruction
of their labours? But, alas! they were sacrificed by tlie ignorant bar-
barity of the first prcaclicrs of the so-called hcformation, who, in their

* "Dci-mot O'iloore was the last warden, and ihe inrpibition taken lOih May, 5tli

Xing Edward, finds, that at liis suiTendcr, be was seized of nine aeres of arable land' and
one acre of meadow; annual rent, besides reprises, 2G.',. 10(/." "liSthJuly, 17tli Queen
Elizabeth, a lease of said fiiary was granted to Sir Henry Harrington for a term of 21
(twenty-one) years, at the annual rent of £3 12-s. Ot?."—(Xotes from Archdall's interestin"-
work on Glendalough, &c-

)

"
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enligliteued zeal for our licnigbted souls, made bonfires of those invaluable

treasures, the ]\[SS. of the monastic institutions of Ireland. And tlien -we

are told, and told seriously, hy men in the full possession of their faculties,

that these things -were done, tolerated, and commended, even from the

Invasion to the Reformation, all -with the one puqiosc, namely, the civiliza-

tion and better governing of the people of Ireland.

And while the brilliant lustre of their spiritual authority was being

dimmed, as far as the efforts of Henry II. and Strcmgbow, and the fiats

and grants could obscure it, so in mundane affairs also, had the Clan

0' Toole to contend with the plundering barons of England, by whom
they were ultimately deprived of the fairest portion of their tribe lands

—

the verdant plains of Ui Muiredeagh.

And as it was with the Church, though her patrimony may be

curtailed and sacrilegious hands laid upon her revenues, there was a limit,

beyond which the irreligious robbers dare not go ; that limit set up by

Christ the Eternal, when He made Peter the rock upon which He built

His Church, against which, in vain, the waves of persecution may dash

fcr ever.

So was it Avith the worldly affairs of Clan O'Toole. Xo doubt they

may have often sighed, when they looked down from amongst their new

barren, bleak mountain homes upon the fruitful plains of Ivildare, from

which they had been driven by fraud and force ; but, too proud to sit idly

bemoaning their loss, they devoted themselves to the prevention of a fur-

ther disturbance. How they succeeded the subsequent parts of tliis history

will endeavour to show.

'• Tliose fertile plains, that softened vale,

The birthright of the sons of Tuathal,

Tiie stranger came with iron hand.

And from our fathers "reft the land.

"Where dwell we now '.' See I rudely swell,

Crag o'er crag, and fell o'er fell.

Ask we this savage hill we tread,

Eor fattened steer or household bread
;
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Ask -R-e for flocks those shingles diy,

And M-ell the mountain might reply.

" To you, as to your sous of yore,

Belong the target and claymore.

I give you shelter in my breast.

Your o-\vn good blades must win the rest.

Pent in this fortress of the south,

Thiukest thou we'll not sally out.

To spoil the spoiler as we may.

And from the robber rend the prey."

And the caluminated O'Toole, who had no Scott or Moore to fling

the halo of their genius round his efforts, would have added :

'•The Holy Faith by Patrick taught,

Which long by force and fraud you've sought

To cruish—or sap, shall still command
The fealty of ray heart and hand.

Shall have such aid as may afford,

Whate'er betide—my father's sword
;

And well the Clan Ui Tuathail's steel

Will fence the altars where they kneel."

As a concluding chapter to this Part I. of "The History of Clan
O'Toole," I submit here a short

TOrOGRAnilCAL SKETCU OF IMALE.

In attempting to give the reader an idea of the most prominent
points of interest in Imailc, I have not strictly limited myself to what may
be termed the simple topographical features. It has been more my aim to

endeavour to interest the reader, and hence it is that M-heu I have come
across any entertaining item bearing on the particular locality of Avhich I

am at the time treating, I have recorded it. Mayhap I have not been as

j)articular as I ought ia my classification of the different notes I have
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taken, and that tlic topographical is sometimes not sufficiently distinguished

from tlie descriptive, while facts, civil and military, may ajipear tu trench

unceremoniously on domains ecclesiastical ; all I csk is, whenever the

reader begins to find hiinsslf inclined to ceumre me for lack of systematic

arrangement, let liim charitaLly remember that I have, by apology, anti-

cipated him, and present my facts thus crudely rather than affect the

more ambitious authors by inflicting on the reader either appendices or

glossaries, -which I know from experience are hardly ever read.

Imail, or Imayle, a5 it is generally spelled in the State papers, takes

its name from Mai, the brother of Cathair ]\Ior, monarch of Ireland in the

second century :
" ]\Ianius Mai Catherii regis frater Inulae regioni uoraeu

dedet ex quo O'Kelly Cualan in Weckloensi argo.'' *

"We thus see Imaile simply means, when applied to territory, the

lauds or territories of Mai, who was king of Leinster during the minority

of Cathair IMor, and possessed this part of Leinster, which included tlie

greater portion of the present counties of Kildare and Wicklow, and as we

see by the Book of Eights, it extended nortliward into Glenrigh (valley of

the king's river), Xorth Lobhauu and Table Mountains, and so far east as

Glendalough and Fertii-e and Feracualan, east of the range of mountains

which run from Kippure to Balliuacor, and thence to Keageen moun-

tains, over Glen Imayle, in which the old name is still preserved.

The valley or glen Imayle is one of the most extensive of the "Wicklow

glens, as well as one of the most beautiful and picturesque, justly earning

for itself the name by which it is known, ''The Garden of "Wicklow,"

although we learn it was barren and bleak when the OTooles were

driven into it by the rapacity of the Xormau barons. It extends east and

west about six miles, and north and south five miles. According to

the measurement on the Ordnance Survey maps, a line drawn from the

top of Lug-na-cuillagh to the top of Cnoc-na-carriga (or Park Ilill, as it

is now called) measm-es Gj miles, while a line from the summit of

E-eageen mountains to 'he top of Kelcuagh mountain, over Suugborough,

* Ogygia, Loudon, IGSJ— p. 0., C'iip, lex p. CIO.
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measures o]- miles. Across the gap, on the west, a line from the top of
Brusselstown Hill to the summit of Park Hill, over Donouffhmore Church
is over 2 miles. These hills slope abruptly to the river^ Slaney, which
takes its rise in the glen, and rushes through a gorge not wider than half-
a-mile across, sweeping by that ancient and ruined castle of the O'Tooles
called Castle Euddery (Knights' Castle), where the younger sons of the
Ptuyal House of Ui Tuathail kept watch and ward.

" The livelong night in branksome rang.

The ceaseless sound of steel.

The castle hell, with the backward clang,

Sent forth the 'larum peal.''

And on and on swiftly rolled the river, laving on the opposite side
the foundations of that other old castle, called Castle Sallagh, the residence
of an TJa Tuathal, long before a Korman dared set his foot in their
territory. The fosse of this castle was so situated as to be capable of bein"
flooded from the river at pleasure ; but now what a melancholy change ha's

come over these once two great fortresses, and among the ruins of the
latter, a whole farmstead has been built up within its crumbling walls.

" A ruin noAV—the castle shows.

The ivy clothes its mouldering towers.

The wild rose on its hearthstone blows,

And roofless stand its sacred bowers. ;

Close by the long abandoned hall

The narrow tide is idly straying,

"\IMiile ruin saps its tottering wall,

Like those who held it—fast decaying."

A little further down, iu Balliutruor, on the bank of the river, is the
ruin of another old castle of the O'Tooles, still iu the possession of an
O'Toole, a sailor on the mighty deep, who keeps it for the sake of auld
lang syne.

10
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Looking eastward from Caoc-na-Carriga, Lugnaeuillagli, the higliest

mouutain in Leinster, attains an elevation of 3,031 feet. On the south-

west, Balliuedden {i.e., Baill-an-edden, the place of the streams, which

are numerous and refreshing) attains the height of 2,498 feet. The

eastern gap of Imaile passes between this mountain and Slieve Eeagh, a

spur of Keageen, which rises up in a bold abrupt outline from the plain

to au altitude of 2,145 feet, to the north of which is the famous Kilrana-

lagh hill, on the brow of which are the ruins of an old abbey surrounded

by a graveyard, in which are buried the greater number of the O'Tooles

of Imail, and in which, according to popular tradition, a Protestant has

never been buried, nor a worm ever seen. Here, too, is the old well of

St. Brigid, the waters of which are said to be an infallible cm-e for head-

ache. The abbey is thus described in an old poem :

"Not far from Tubber-na-Brigid, and nigh to a shelt'ring wood,

The mouldering remains of an abbey, in tottering majesty stood
;

The ivy was over the ruins—the freshness of life with decay.

The ivy will floui-ish for ages, the walls will soon moulder away.

" Ai-ound are the graves of our fathers, they sleep in the sanctified dust,

With the saints and the martyrs beside them, the bones of beatified

just;

They sleep where no sorrows can reach them, and under the emerald

sod,

They rest 'neath the grass of Old Ireland, and near to the temple of God.

This ancient abbey was founded shortly after the advent of Saint

Patrick, and flourished for many a centurj' ; and in the dark days of the

religious persecution of our country, when Donoughmore and the other

churches in the valley Avere taken from the people, it often served the

O'Tooles' tiu-n, to attend the holy sacrifice of the ]\Iass in the old church

of Kilranalagh. From the gi-aveyard on the hill can be seen TJi ^luire-

deach, MuUaghmast, Mullarelion, Knoc-Patrick, and almost the wliolo of

the OToolcs' ancient territorj- in the present county of Kildare ; and on
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the other side, to the south, we have the old ruins of 0' Toole's castle in
Castle Quarter, formerly called Ballymacledy, near TalbotstoMTi ; and here,

too, is another very ancient graveyard of the O'Tooles. The "-round

round and about this hill of Eilranalagh is endeared to the memory of

those who have made themselves acquainted with the history of its

neighbourhood. From the very earliest periods it has been the arena in

which many a bitter, bitter struggle has been waged between the OTooles
and the Englisli plundering freebooters; one of the last acts in the bloody
drama being fought out at its base between Tirlogh O'Toole and Piers

Talbot, in which the former was defeated and slain, after which Talbot got

possession of a large portion of his lands, and from whom the barony of

Tulbotstown derives its name.

On the western side of Glen Imaile, is Brusselstown hill, rising to a

height of 1,32G feet, crowned with the remains of an ancient Celtic

stronghold or Cathair of very extensive proportions. The mountains on
the north side of the glen slope away from Lugnacuillagh to Table Moun-
tain, over 2,000 feet high; westward from this is Lobhaun, 2,095 feet

high ; Ballinclay, double-peaked, abruptly approaches on the glen and
lifts its summit 1,817 feet on its western and 1,911 feet on its eastern

peak, between which and Lugnacuillagh an elevated ravine, forming an
old road or bridle-path, leads to Glenmalure, and another to Aughavanna
Lobhaun mountain slopes westward to Kilicugh, which is 1,G30 feet high

and slopes down to Drumreagh and Cnoc-an-darragh, 919 feet high, at

foot of which lies the town of Donard, where the Paladian missionary, St.

Sylvester, laboured, died, and was buried. On the opposite side is Cnoc-

na-carriga, 1,023 feet high.

On the north and south sides of Lug-na-Cuillagh are two wonderful

excavations, almost in the shape of "lugs,'' or " ears," which are called

the north and south prisons. Those very remarkable precipices near to

the mountain summit, may have been the craters of an extinct volcano,

from which the north and south sides fell away. In one of them (the

northern) rises the river Slaney, and sweeps onwards through the Glen of

Imavlo, fed on its route bv a thousand tributarv streams, some of wli'ch
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are of considerable volume. The term "prison" seems to have been given

them from the allegation that the daughter of King Tuathail -n-as detained

here by her husband as a prisoner in these weird and gloomy recesses.

The legend is given in our earlier pages.

Donoughmore lies about two miles south of Donard. It was at

Donard that St. Paladins (who was sent, a.d. 431, by PopeCelestine to the

Scots as their first bishop) erected one of the three churches which owed

their foundation to his labours ; the second was on the borders of Kildare

near Narraghmore, and was called Zilleen-Cormach ; and the third at

Ovoca, in the county of Wicldow, on the Avonmore river, known as

Tech-na-Eoman, i.e., Domus Eomanorum, now Tigroney. The church of

Donoughmore was founded by St. Patrick himself when he visi .ed Imayle

and the surrounding country ; and there is a " holy well" there dedicated

to the saint, and called Tubber-na-Corriga, immediately above the church,

at which (until it was lately discontinued) a " patron" was held annually.

The parish of Donoughmore includes the greater part of Glen Imayle, and

covers an area of twenty-three thousand four hundred and twenty-eight

(23,428) acres, and is now called the burony of Upper Talbotstown, in ttie

county of "VYieklov^^ It extends southwards by the Iveageen mountains

and Ballyhubbock and Spinans, adjoining Kiltegan and Baltinglass. The

old patrician church, from which the parish has its name, is situated in

the mouth of the glen, on the western side of Park hill (Cnoc-na-Corriga)

where the gap or entrance to the glen opens to disgorge the waters of the

Slaney. On the southern side of tliis hill a new and beautiful Catholic

church has been erected lately, through the exertions of the late lamented

curate of tlie parish, the Eev. Thomas Lynch, a native of Carrick-on-Suir,

who, it may be said, killed himself by las labours and toil in the building

of this church, and in the faithful discharge of the other duties of his

sacred ministry.—II. I. P. "We read in the '' Life of St. Iveviu," that,

" hearing a foray into the Glen of Imayle was contemplated by cattle-

lifters, he sent a blind man across the mountains between it and Gleuda-

lough to warn his frie.nds of their impending danger."

From Duuard we pass along the ancient highway called Beallach
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Dunbolg, -where the great battle was fought between Bran Dubh and the

monarch of Ireland. The scene of this battle was near the entrance to the

glen ; and passing on the right the spa-hole and the yellow lough, we are

in front of that curious natural phenomenon, the mouth of the glen itself.

Before leaving the spa-hole, I may here remark, that I have been informed

by a professional friend, who is an expert in the sciences of engineering

and metallurgy, that it and its immediate siuTOundings present very

strong evidences of the existence of valuable mineral stratum, which, if

energetically worked, would most probably well repay its promoters.

The mouth of the glen itself bears resemblance to there having been

taken out of it by some supernatural agency, a large portion of the solid

rock, and of course, so ample a field for the " seanachies' " legend could

not remain uncultivated. The stoiy goes, that the devil, in one of his fits

of ill-humour (you see, he has his little failings, like people of kss note),

took a bite out of the mountain, and the incision that he had thus made
caused that opening into the glen. Whether it was that his passion was

cooled by the process, or that he hesitated to subject his masticatory and

digestive organs to so trying an ordeal as to chew and swallow such

an adamantine mouthful, the record sayeth not, but he spat it out any-

way, and it can still be seen further up the glen, where the most

sceptical can convince himself of the truth of the legend by seeing for

himself how closely this scalp would fit into the mouth of the glen, were

it shifted from its present position and placed there. Should he find this

impracticable, let him go his way without further cavil.

High up on this scalp is Saint Eevin's bed, which he occupied prior

to his establishing himself at Gleudalough, to which he retired for still

further seclusion; and pursuing the road which, no doubt, the saint travelled

on the occasion of his removal (and -which tradition has it that he himself

made), we are struck with the wild solitude of its surroundings. Its

bleakness and barrenness, to-day, is as visible as ever. So poor and

desolate is it, that in its whole extent from Slievc Gadoc to Tonlagee

mountains, a distance of nearly ten miles, there is not at the present

writing a Protestant to be found in its immediate neighbourhood ;
such is
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the instinctive horror with which the sous of the Pieformation viewed those

portions of the country that yielded not milk and lioney. This road (of

St. Kevin's) continues through Glenreigh (through which the king's river

flows), and thi-ough Wicklow Gap, down into the vale of Glendalough,

between which, and the scenery of the glen, we find much similarity and

many features in common.
K"or must we forget that we passed on the left from Donard, Slieve

Gadoc (Church Mountain), on the top of which is an old church in ruins.

Anent this church, tradition again steps in, and informs us that it was
built by St. Kevin in the one night ; in its centre is another holy well,

resorted to by many pious persons, and remarkable for many miraculous

cures.

On the left of the great highway, called Beallach Dunbolg, lies the

famous Glen Mamma (now Lammanstown), where the great battle was

fought between Brian Boroimhe and the Leinster men (aided by the

Danes). Of this battle, and its bearing on the battle of Clontarf, I have

akeady treated.

Iso attempt at giving a sketch of the Glen of Imaile, however imper-

fect, should omit making reference to Brittas, because of the very

interesting local traditions associated with it. To this place was the

young Lorcan Ua Tuathal sent by Diarmid MacMm-rough and kept as a

hostage. It is an out-of-the-way comer of the glen, surrounded by lofty

mountains, with rugged sides, and of a cheerless, uninviting aspect. In it is

one spot of natural beauty, being a large field, bordered on eveiy side by
venerable ash-trees of luxuriant and refreshing appearance. This place is

called Saint Lawrence's Park, from the current tradition that he was

nursed here. When he was taken away from Brittas to the monastery

of Glendalough, his nurse was wont to climb up one of those high trees,

and there set up a "caoin" or lament, keeping a sharp look-out for the hajipy

consummation of her hopes—the return of "her Daltha" (foster-child).

Some of the verses of her lament were in the memory of old inhabitants

of the glen of the present generation.

Having thus cndcavoui-ed in this cui'sory sketch to make the reader
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acquainted with a few of the more salient points or natural landmarks of

the glen and territory of Imaile, I will further trespass on his forbearance

while putting him in possession of the relationship existing between the

territory and the Clan.

In the earliest account we have of this part of Leinster, the central

portion of Wicklow was Imown as the Forthuatha, from which Tuathal

(O'Tools) took the name, the meaning of which is proprietor of a territory.

In course of time, as the historical Lagenian families jn-ogressed, a tribe

named Dolmesincorb established themselves on the eastern sea-board,

from whom are descended Saint Kevin, and many other Leinster saints.

On the west of Imaile the Ui Gabla, a cognate race, were settled, who in

course of time had to give way to Cathair Mor, monarch of Ireland, and king

of Leinster. This monarch was slain at Magh Agha, between the rivers

Borne and Blackwater, by Conn-Ced-Catha, monarch of Ireland, a.d.

177-212.

Maine j\Ial, the son of Fedlimidh Fiourglas, and brother of the

Lagenian king, Cathair Mor, was the founder of a race whose tribe name
was Ui Mail, or the descendants of Maine Mai. They subsequently branched

off into the families whose names were Hi Taidg, or Tighe ; the TJi Maelcon

(the standard-bearers to the O'Tooles) the MacKeohces, bards not only

to the O'Tooles, but also to the other Leinster kings ; the Ui Ceallach

Cualan (O'ICellys), the sword-bearers to the OTooles, who dwelt between

the vale of Glendalough and the sea. There were also the O'CuUens of

Cualan, O'Cosgraves of Glencree, and other minor septs. Of the descend-

ants of Cellach Cualan, their pedigree is preserved to Gilla CJaemghin

(client of St. Kevin), who was slain a.d. 1037, by the sons of Aedh,

son of Tuathal (prince of Ui Muiredcagh), who lost his life at Clontarf.

Cathail, king of Ui Cellach Cualan, was (with his wife) slain by the same

prince, and from that time forward the Clan O'Toole possessed undisputed

right and control over that portion of Wicklow from the sea to Glenda-

lough as well as the western territory.

Soon after the decease of St. Lawi'ence, and after the defeat of the

Ui Muii-edeagh by "^'alter de Eiddlesford, the Clan O'Toole (whose tribe
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name of TJi Muiredcagh will not appear so often in these pages) had to

retire into their mountain tcmtories, and being forcibly dispossessed of

theii- rich and verdant plains in Kildare, had to content themselves ^vith

more rugged homes among the fastnesses of '^'icklo'w ; an exchange that,

among many disadvantages, had one point in its favour, that it brought
forth, in glowing colours, that latent spirit of independence that main-
tained itself proudly at all hazards, and against all odds, for nearly six

hundred years of constant oppression, persecution, and intrigue.

This may be the most opportune time to prove to the reader that the

Ui Tuathal (as we shall henceforward designate them) were the supreme
lords of Imaile, contemporaneously with therr occupation of the fair lands

of Ui Muiredeagh, and that they held feudal rights over all that part of

Leinster, now known as the County "Wicklow, long before its soil was
stained by the foot of the Dane or the IS'orman invader. I say prove,

because, through lack of proper research, some writers would appear to

convey the erroneous opinion that they (the O'Tooles) were strangers to

Wicklow prior to their evacuation of Kildare.

Among these, O'Heerin, in his topographical poem, assigns the

princedom of Imaile to O'Tiegue. Xow, in this, even if I admit the

accuracy of the statement, there is no inconsistency with a tributary priuce

holding a certain territory under his suzerain, which must have been the re-

lationship between the O'Toole and O'Tiegue, and, of course, when the former

wanted the tenitory for their own immediate occupation, their paramount
claim extinguished, as it were, the tenure of the lessee's, and the O'Ticgues
gave way. This highly respectable clan is represented at the present day
by several important families, and among others, Colonel Tighc, of Wood-
stock, Innistioge, Co. Kilkenny, and also of Wicklow.

Besides the primary and all-important fact, in treating of this matter

—of its being by an O'Toole (King Culman) that the first grant of Ihc

valley of Glcndalough Avas made to St. Kevin, and that it was by con-

tinued grants and endowments of the O'Tooles that the monastery and
diocese were founded and enriched—I subjoin, in addition, a few extracts
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from authentic sources, removing this question beyond the regions of

doubt.

First, take that battle at Delgany, a.d. 1021, -vrhere Aughaire Ua
Tuathal sle-w six thousand (G, 000) of the Danes by -vvay of reprisal for

their treatment of TJran, son of the king of Leinster. This was a pretly

practical proof that the O'Tooles were (to use an American term) " round ''

that neighbourhood pretty early in the eleventh century. I venture to

say the Danes thought so anyway.

Second, Myles O'Eegan (private secretary to King Diarmid
MacMurrough) in his " Conquest of Ireland," written in a.d. 1172, in

his account of the great houses of Leinster, mentions

:

" O'Tohin (O'Toole) of Imayle."

And in the Book of Howth, about the same date, he is called :

" O'Toyll of Imayll."

Again, Maurice O'Eegan, under date a.d. 1169, records in his history:

" After a number of engagements, Dermot [i.e.., MacMurrough),

with his English troops, marched towards Glendalough, to chastise the

O'Tohills for refusing to come to him. TMien he came into the countr}-

he found no resistance. He destroyed Glendalough, and left it in ruins."

This not only proves that the O'Tooles owned Glendalough and Glen

Imaile at this time—otherwise Diarmid could have hardly meant their

punishment by harassing it—but it goes further, for it shows that in the

treacherous betrayal of his country by Diarmid MacMurrough, he had no

allies or confederates among the Clan O'Toole.

We, therefore, see that the translation of the Clan from one of their

territories, which by the fortunes of war they had to give up, to another

already occupied by their kinsmen and brethren, was not such a hasty

" stampede" after all. Warm was the welcome and open the portals of

Castle Piuddory for them, where, according to custom, the younger sons of

the Clanhead, with several knights, were in the habit of residing to guard

the pass to the glen. Castle Sallagh, Ballyhubboch, on the other side of

the. Rhiney, sought to outrival their opposite neighbour in the exercise of
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their hospitalirj-, while the Castles of Macledey, CarTie\r, and Kevin, -^rith

several others, proved by the cordiality of their reception that thcii- hon-

oured guests were no strangers.

Kor must we forget that King John, in gi-anting the territories of

TJi ITuiredeagh to Sir Walter de Paddlesford, gave him a similar grant of

the territory of Ui Mailc, the lands of the sons of Ui Tuthail, as the State

papers of the time tell us. Sir Walter, it seems, ro-granted or let the

Ui Maile portion to one De Eesus ; whoever De Eesus may be wc know
not, but let us charitably hope that the conveyance of the Imaile property

to him did not involve him in any serious pecuniarv consideration by way
of purchase-money, for, indeed, all the profits that ever accrued to him out of

the lands of Imaile would not pay for the parchment upon which his

conveyance was made.

He seems to have had no particular fancy for cultivating a close

acquaintance with the O'Tooles, or else he must have been in dread of

incurring the odium of the "land-grabber;" for though "boycotting" was
not then in existence, we may rest assured that these hardy mountaineers

had some very strong ideas of a " land league,'' the severity of whose

summary jurisdiction would put completely in the shade the milder pro-

cesses of more modern times.

While on this part of the subject, and as we will in our future pages

hear very little more of De Eiddlcsford, we will now dispose of him. He,

after having defeated the O'Tooles in Kildare, and caused them to retire

into Wicklow, built a castle or stronghold at Desert Diarmid, since called

Castle Dermot, and took the title of Baron de Bree, from a place of that

name near Athy. He does not appear to have left any male issue, and

his estates (or rather those of the O'Tooles) fell into the hands of the

ancestors of the present Duke of Leinster in the following way :
—

" Gerald, third I-ord O'Faley, who died July 20th, a.d. 12SC, was
married to Eliminia, daughter of the Lord Justice of Ireland, Stcjihen

de Longuc Espee, who Avas married to Eliminia, daughter of Walter de

Eiddlcsford, Baron of Bree, to whom King John granted the lordship of

O'Murthy and Imaile. His grandmother, Eliminia, died a.d. 1291 ; she
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was the mother of Thomas Fitzgerald, fourth Lord of O'faley, the

ancestor of the Duke of Leinster."

With this, the conchision of Part I., I leave the Clan O'Toole

endeavouring to conform to the more straitened possessions to which thev

were confined, owing to the vicissitudes of overwhelming odds.

In the succeeding portions it shall be my object in this history to

place before my readers in a simple and concise form the unremitting per-

secution to which they were subjected by the English and the Palesmen,

and to show how nobly those plundering marauders were repelled, ana
how gallantly, for over five hundred years, the O'Tooles preserved their

independence in the mountain homes of Imailo, as well as in the

sylvan glades of Fertii-e and Fericualan.

End 0? Part I.
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PAET SECOND.

After the Conquest the Clan O'Toole were driven by the Anglo-Norman
barons from the fertile and verdant plains of Kildare into the bleak and
barren mountain fastnesses of Imiile, Fertire, and Feraeualan, where
they heroically and gallantly defended themselves, and defied the barons of

the Pale and the united powers of England, for upwards of five hundred
years.

St. Lorcan O'Toole, archbishop of Dublin, as we have seen, died in

1L80. Forty-five years afterwards he was canonized by Honorius III.

Some time, however, previous to that at which the saint Avas raised to the

honours of the Cliristian altar, his kinsmen were driven by Walter de

Eiddlesford, one of Strongbow's knights, out of their ancient principalitj',

called in the " Irish Anuals" Ui Muiredaigh, or O'Murthie, which lay

along the Barrow, northwards, as far as the present Ilill of Allen, and
comprised a goodly tract of the southern half of the preseut County
Kildare, whilst Fitzgerald took the northern half, called Ui Faelan, the

patrimony of the O'Byrnes, their kinsmen, who had, too, to take shelte;-
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behind the "^'icklow mountains, along the sea coast, and in Glenmalure.

We have also seen that the father of the glorified archbishop had died

king of his territory, in 116-4, as the Donegal annalists have his decease

under that date, thus: " Murtogh O'Toole, lord of O'Murthie, and chief of

Leiuster in hospitality and prowess, died after penance." If we may
believe the bard of the period, who, doubtless, experienced Murtogh's hos-

pitality, and had due respect for his prowess, the district of 0'j\lurthie

was a sort of paradise, whose atmosphere Avas laden with the odours of

perpetual spring—a land teeming with yellow corn, milk, and honey

;

where the herds were all the year round knee-deep in rich pasture ; a

region irrigated by sweet, fertilizing streams, and crowned by the "festive

fortress '' of MuUaghreelion, whose earthen ramparts may still be seen a

few miles south of Athy. It is worth noticing here, that Strongbow died

four years before St. Laurence, and that his kinsmen were not disturbed

from O'Murthie till he had found an exile's grave beside the Korman

princes in the church of Eu, where his tomb was restored some few years

ago by the command of King Louis Philippe. ISTeed we remind our readers,

that The archbishop assisted at Strongbow's obsequies, and saw his remains

deposited in the vaults of the old Danish cathedral of the Holy Trinity ?

Ought we regret that he, too, was not buried there, the conquered beside

the conqueror. Perhaps not ; for it is likely enough that his relics would

have been treated badly by the apostate. Archbishop Brown, who, in 1538,

sacrilegiously destroyed St. Patrick's staff, and other objects of religious

veneration long preserved in Christ Church.

Eeverting to the bard's description of UiJMuiredaigh, we need hardly

observe that it was somewhat overcoloured;but, whether or no, Walter de

Eiddlesford thought it a district worth getting into his possession, and now

that Archbishop Laurence was dead, and his brothers, having been drawn

into battle with the Anglo-jS'ormans of Wexford, whilst following

the enemy up the Slaney, were killed at '\^'exford by them, he thought

it a good opportunity to make war on the O'Tooles of Ui Muiredaigh,

and possess himself of their territory, which had just been granted to him

bv Ivinfr John ; and so, with the aid of his Korman friends and followers,
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he overran theii- countr}-, besieged their castles, and drove them into their

mountain fastnesses of Imail, where the O'Toolcs defied him to folio ;7

them. Ousted from their tcrritor}- h'ing along the Barrow, the O'Tooles

were not slow in finding a district where they could plant and maintain

themselves against any other de Eiddlesford who might be inclined to

molest them. Glen Imail, senlinelled by its six majestic mountains,

among which Lugnacuillagh stood like a giant warrior, "panached'' with

aged oaks, and appreciable for a considerable area of naturally good soil,

was at the period of which we are writing a secure fastness, into which the

Norman cavalier had never ventured to ride. Here, then, was a desii-able

location for the O'Tooles, and all the more so because Imail was connected

on its eastern border with Glenmalure, in which the O'Byrues had taken

shelter, who, with their neighbours, the O'Kavanaghs, were then much
respected, or, in other words, greatly feared by the Anglo-Xorman colony

recently settled on the banks of the Lift'ey.

Amid such scenes, and surrounded by those endearing associations,

historical and traditionary, that threw a lustre on the names of their fore-

fathers, did the Clan O'Toole settle, after being driven from their more

fertile territories of the O'Muirediagh in Xildare to their mountain homes

of Imaile, Fertire and Peracuallan, now Co. Wicklow.

" These scenes—their- storj- not unknown,

Ai'ise and make again your own.

Snatch from the ashes of your sires

The embers of their former fires
;

And he who in the strife expires

'^Vill add to theirs a name of fear

That tyranny shall quake to hear,

And leave his sons a hope of fame

Tlicy, tou, shall rather die than sliamc."'

It shall be my object, in the following pages of this hifetor\- of the

Clan 0' Toole, to place before my readers in a simple and concise form, the

unremitting persecutions to which they were subjected by the English and
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the Palesmen, and to sliow how nobl}- those phindering marauders were

repelled, and how gallantl_y, for over five hundred years, the O'Tooles

preserved their independence in the mountain homes of Imailc, as well as

the sylvan glades of Fertire and Fcracualan.

• I propose to chronicle the principal events in the due chronological

order of the regime of their own chieftains, and my historical data and

extracts cannot be attacked on the score of national tendencies, as they

will be mostly all derived from sources that were under the control of the

English, which ought to be sufficient guarantee that they will not savour

too sweetly of an Irish relish.

OETHOEPY OF THE NAME o' TOOLE.

The reader, who may be naturally surprised at the various modes of

spelling the name O'Toole occurring in the State Papers, will have to

attribute it to its legitimate cause, viz. :—The ignorance of the Irish lan-

guage on the part of the English scribes employed at Dublin Castle,

who merely attempted to represent, by English characters, the sound of the

word Ua Thuathail as it fell on their different ears, by what is known now
as the phonetic svstem. Hence w'c find the following : Ui Tuathal, Ua
Tuathail, O'Tole, "O'Toyle, OTowle, O'TohiU, Ua Tuathal, O'Thaille,

O'Tohyle, O'Tohill, O'Tothil, O'ToUes, O'Toole, and, lastly, Toole.

The old Irish was simply Ua Tuathal in the singular, and Ui Tuathail

in the plural, the "th" in the middle of the word being almost silent,

sounding simply O'Toole or O'Tuall. generally spelled now-a-days O'Toole.

The Kerry branch spell it Tuohil and Tuthil. The Four Masters spell St.

Laurence O'Toole, Lorcan Ua Tuatail, the second " t
'" being silent.

The brothers and sisters of St. Laurence were all either slain in battle

or otherwise paid the debt of nature before the Clan retired to the mountain

districts of their territory, Gillacomghall, Ua Tuachail, Paiadth, Aodh or

Ugaire, and Dimlang, slain by the English at Wexford, a.d., 11 78, were the

last of their lace to hold in fee the rich lands of Ui Muiredhaih, because

though Lorcan, son of Dunlang, held nominal control over them, he died



A.D. 121S.] AND OTUEli LEI.VSTER SEPTS. 145

A.D., 1214, but we may say from the time of his uncle's, (St. Laurence's)

death, the lordship of the Clan Avas past in Ui Muirediagh. This Lorcau

must have been the brother of Thomas, last abbot of Glendalough.

lis. Gillacacmrihin Ua Tiiathull.—To attain noAV the direct descent

•we go to Gellacaemghin Ua Tuathail (O'Toole), eldest son of Gillacomghall,

and brother of Muirchartach, the father of Saint Lorcan. "With his name
the descent in the direct line is resumed, and henceforward the succession

to the chieftancy of the Clan will be designated by the name of the elected

chieftain being placed at the margin, the small figures over it referring to

the order in the pedigree.

119. BaUhair Ua Tuathail.—This chief seems to have taken up his

residence in Castle Ptuddery, but we have no account of any of his exploits.

120. Balthaii- Ua Tuathail (Walter O'Toole), his son, succeeded him,

A.D., 1218, and we are equally barren of any records of his reign. He
was, however, contemporary with Lorcan and Thomas, nephews of St.

Laurence. "We cannot err far in placing it about the year of our Lord,

1218. He was succeeded by his son,

121. Gillacaemghen na Faithe, who defied "Walter de Eiddlesford and

his Xorman companions to force their way into Glen Umaile and the

mountainous districts surrounding.

The following extracts from the State Papers go to show how
early the liberality of the Xormans was exercised at the expense of the

tribe lauds of the Clan, as about this time the following grant was made

:

" Grant to the Church of Dublin, and to Luke, Archhishop-elect

thereof, and his successors, that all woods in the folloMing lands be dis-

afforested, viz.:—Sanf KcAyn (St. Kevins), Ferchir and Coillac, all of

the demesne of the see of Dublin, and formerly of the demesne of the see

of Glendalough. These lands extend on the east towards the k—s land

of Obrin (O'Byrne), and Othcc (O'Toole), on the south of Wy-Kiugelow

(Wicklow), laud of Baron do Xas, thence to Arclow (Arklow), land of

Theobald Pincerna, tlience to Omail, land of Philip Fitz Ptieus, of the

demesne of Walter do Eiddlesforde, ou the west to the laud of Xas, thence

to Pathmore, land of Maurice FitzGerald.

11
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" Oa the north to the k— s land of Tachsagard, thence to Balach, land

of "Waltor de RiJdlesforde, thence to Cvanack, land of Eichard de St.

Michael, thence by brow of the mountain to Senekili (Shaukill), laud of

the Archbishop of Dublin.

" Mandate was given to Eichard de St. Michael, Justiciary of Ireland,

that the lands be disafforested accordingly.

—

Xokthamptox."

(State Papers, close EoUs of King Henry III., 1229 or 1230.)

These were the nominal owners, the O'Tooles were the real owners

and possessors.

Gillacaemghin na Faithe strengthened his position and that of his

clansmen in Umaile and Fertire, and, no doubt, troubled himself very

little about the disafforesting charters granted to Luke, Archbishop of

Dublin. They elicited as much respect from the Clan O'Toole as

those other formidable parchments that purported to convey their lands

to the De Riddlesfords and others of that ilk. Let the Kormans issue

their deeds and patents, but before they take possession of the mountain

homes of the Clau, they have to conquer and subdue an indomitable

and "allant race, on the accomplishment of which all the martial energy

and corrupt trickery of England and her Irish government, both executive

and administrative, Avere concentrated for the next four hundred years,

with what result we shall see in the sequel.

The date of Gillaecamghin's death is not fixed by any authentic re-

cord but forming my judgment from contemporary events, 1 should not be

far wrong in assigning it to be about a.d. 1250. He was succeeded as

chief of the clan by his son.

122. Felimidh Ua Tuathail. I have above given an instance of the early

interference by deed and parchment with the property of the OTooies

;

and I now iuvite the reader's attention to the fact, that as far back as

A.D. 1209, the clan were not inclined to be supine while the Xorman free-

booters drove off' their cattle and pillaged their lands. They made retalia-

tion for a series of outrages committed upon them in the fuUowing way

:

South of the city of Dublin, then the capital of the Pale, lay an

extensive wuud, the name uf which still survives—Cullenswood— whither
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the Palesmen were wont to betake themselves for pastime and recreation
on Easter and Whit-Mondays, and m accordance with which, the citizens

and Palesmen were enjoying themselves on the Whit-Monday of 1209.
The Clan, deeming it a good opportunity for making requitals and reprisals,

and thereby compensating themselves for the damages done by the incur-

sions of the Barons of the Pale, came down from the mountains like a
torrent, and attacked the merrymakers, who, in the battle that ensued,

suffered heavily. If we may credit Hanmer, "no fewer than three hundred
of the chiefest of them were slain." Many of the survivors, men,
women, and children, were carried away as hostages to the mountains; and
the anniversary of that day was for centuries called " Black Monday,'' by
the mayor and citizens of Dublin, " who," Hanmer tells us, " observed it

with feast and banquet, and pitching up of tents in that place, daring the

Clan O'Toole upon their peril to be so foolhardy as once more to approach

near the feasting-place." The scene of this battle is ever since known as

the "Bloody Fields," and we may mention in passing that on the same
ground, in 1649, Jones, the lieutenant of Cromwell, defeated the Irish

under Lord Ormond.

The prisoners here taken by the O'Tooles were ransomed by their

friends at a very heavy price, and there can hardly be a doubt that

ujion this occasion some composition was made, and some arrangements

entered into by which the citizens and Palesmen, unable to pay all at

once, agreed to the payment of an annual sum; this, then, was partly

the origin of tlie tax, or black-rent (as the Palesmen called it) which

was levied off the burghers of DiibUu by the Clan O'Toole, and aneut

which so many battles Avere fought and so much blood was spilled, from

1209 till late in the reign of Henry YIIL, when its discontinuance formed

one of the articles of a treaty between King Henry, on the one part, and

Tirlogh O'Toole, of Powerscourt, head of the sept, on the other.

I here insert a few extracts from the State Papers at Dublin Castle,

showing that already the O'Tooles were becoming objects of the hospitable

attentions of the authoi-ities ; for at page 178, Treasury Polls, a.d, 1253,

we have;
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" O'Totliill (O'Toole) made a hostage of, and tlie cost paid for Ms
maintenance, 18s.

" Paid to William Do Castro, justice itinerant, in part payment of

385., for maintenance of 'William, son of Gerald O'Bren, hostage, and of

John, hostage for O'Thothal (O'Toole) from Sunday next after the feast of

St. Dunstan, O.B.L., May 26th, 1273, till Friday, in the Guinyaine of

Michaelmas nest ensuing, by unt, 20s.—(See State Papers.)

1253. " The Leinstermcn imprisoned Avere made to pay their ransom

tvice." (See letter of Walter do Burgo.)

" Walter de Bm-go set them free by paying 100s. and giving up their

harness to him."

"Maintaining Stephen Eayard, Conewor O'Thothail, Donough

O'ThothaU, (Denis O'Toole) and M'Lawelin O'Brin (O'Byme), hostages,

from the Feast of St. James the Apostle, a. v. 53, 25th July, 1271, tiU

St. Stephen's Day, December 2Gth. following, 57s. 9t?."—S. P.

" Maintenance of Simon O'Thothal (O'Toole) from St. James' Day,

25th July, till the feast of St. Is'icholas, 6th December foUo-n-ing, lis.

" Maintenance of Magnus O'Thothal and Done-^ich M'Lawelin,

O'Thothal, hostages, and of a nurse, from St. Patrick's Day, a. v. 5, till

Michaelmas follo-wiug, 48s.

" Paid to Ulpan de Bemeval (BarnAvell) Constable of the Castle of

Dublin, for custody of the same, and food for the son of Thomas O'Brin,

Conor, brother of Lorcan M'Philip, Eobert and William O'Thothal

(O'Toole), hostages, for 15 weeks by unt, 22s. 2d.

" From Henry Hocostaff, for having respite by Pdchard O'Tucle, 1\

mark.''—S. P.

We thus see that the O'Tooles were not idle during the thii-teenth

century, and that they had many battles with the English, ending in

various results. It is clear that their j^risoners were considered note-

worthy when they retained them as hostages in Dublin Castle ; but the

accounts of the events of this period are very meagre, indeed.

The successor of Gillacaemghin-na-Faithe Felimidh died A.D. 1259, or

1260, and he was succeeded by his son,
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123. Daive Ua Tuathail, who had a very long and active reign.

This is the manner in which the O'Tooles -were accustomed to par-

take of the hospitalities of Dublin Castle. Felimidh's brother, Balthair

or Walter, was the father of that Adam Diibh 0' Toole who met with so

sad and tragic an end in College Green, which we record later on. It is

right to mention that it is said by some that his claim to the name con-

sisted merely in his mother being an O'Toole, that his father was Duff or

Dubh, and not Balthair Ua Tuathal, but into that question we will not

enter.

Before entering on the very stining events that we will have to re-

cord during the long reign of Davie Ua Tuathail, let us pause and make

a resunid, enabling us to see how the Clan O'Toole and Ireland stood then.

This period of the history of the Clan transcends in importance both

to itself and Ireland at large the events of any other portion of her records,

having regard to the ulterior consequences arising from it, consequences

that had their gloom of disaster, rendered still more sad and funereal by

the melancholy fact of their being bordered round with the sombre hue of

endurance. A clear and concise sketch (as far as our resoiu-ces permit) of

the precise position the Clan and the country then occupied will furnish

a key to the very confused history of this troubled period—a period of

such wild, constant, and chaotic struggles that the most painstaking stu-

dent of its history would be hopelessly bewildered in the effort to keep its

incidents minutely and consecutively arranged in his memory. The scope

of our historical sketch does not aim at attaining any such almost impos-

sible result, nor does it permit us to linger longer amid those scenes of the

earlier struggles ; but what it proposes is, to endeavour to make our read-

ers acquainted with the general character, course, and progress of the

struggle, the aspect it presented, the different phases or mutations through

which it passed, the issues it contested, and the manner in which the

Clan O'Toole bore themselves throughout, as each century rolled on,

dwelling or commenting only on such events as were of comparative im-

portance to Ireland in general, or to Clan O'Toole and their cognate clans

in particular.
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A hundred years had now passed away since Henry the Second

landed in Ireland, and the Clan O'Toole banished from the rich and ver-

dant plains of Kildare to their mountain homes of Wicklow. In that

century let us see what did the Kormans achieve, and how fared it with

the Clan. The jS'ormans required but one year to change the dynasty of

England, to conquer that country, and to so completely subdue the Saxon

inhabitants as to leave them little better than serfs—mere hewers of wood
and drawers of water— for their more polished Norman masters.

Surely, then, judging either by analogy, or reducing it to an ordi-

nary calculation, if one year was sufficient for so thoroughly subjugating

England, one hundred times that duration would be more than adequate

to bring that lesser nation, Ireland, to its knees ; and yet here they were, as

far away from attaining that object in the middle of the thirteenth century

as they were in the corresponding years of the twelfth.

The nature of the struggle waged by the Anglo-Normans against the

Irish was convincing proof that they had studied well the feelings and

idiosyncrasies of the nation they -ndshed to conquer. At no time did they

openly avow that they meant to conquer Ireland as they did England,

though as a matter of fact the military force engaged against the Irish far

exceeded that which had sufficed them in the total subjugation of their

Saxon neighbours.

Xing Henry and his chief advisers knew right well that did he pre-

sent himself and his designs in hostile guise, or make open declaration of

his inwardly-intended object, he M"Ould have roused the spirit of the Irish

to such a pitch that in the overwhelming fury of their indignant patriot-

ism they would never lay aside their arras until every freebooting baron

and mercenary hireling of them were cast headlong into the sea. He and

they had intuitive knowledge that such a declaration would have caused

the Irish clans, broken and split, disorganised and weakened, as they were,

by internecine warfare, to be united as one man by the appearance of a

nakedly hostile invasion, and, with their serried fragments welded into one

compact mass, so shatter the Norman forces brought against them as would

leave the history of Ireland's conquest still unwritten. But an inscrutable
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Provideneo had ordained differently. Ilenry was too astute to risk the

consequences, knowing it was easier to conquer a dozen Englands than to

overcome that nation of soldiers when once united against a common foe-

An Anglo-Saxon colony was early planted in the south-east corner of

the island, in immediate proximity to the territory of the O'Tooles, well

sustained by England, under whose fostering care it was expected to be-

come the arbiter of its own destiny, and to push forward its fortunes as

rapidly and extend its influences as widely as such cheering influences

would warrant the parent country to expect.

To it were given ample excitement and sustainment, and for recompense

they had before them the rich lands of the Irish, which were to be theirs

prospectively.

The planting of such a colony, composed as it was of able, skilful,

and desperate military adventurers, and the endowment of it, so to speak,

with such a rich prospect of plunder, was the establishment of a perpetual

and self-acting mechanism, sure to work effectually its intended object

—

the gradual reduction of Ireland.

Against this colony the Clan O'Toole and the other Irish clans,

warred in theii- own desultory way, very much in the same way that they

disastrously warred against each other, and in those fierce internal

struggles among the Irish princes, we have the Anglo-Korman colonists

siding now with one, now with another—nay, very frequently in such

conflicts, Anglo-Normans were to be found among the combatants at both

sides.

Ah, but the colonists had what the Irish so sorely lacked, and to

the want of which their ultimate subjection may be mainly attributed.

They had cohesion ; they had a supreme authority ever guiding them in

the one purpose, helping in the hour of need, counselling and advising in

moments of danger, acting as a reserved battalion in the struggle, and

inspiring a sense of the confident consciousness that at their back lay

England with all her power, even if they were worsted, while in front

of them lay—not the Irish nation, God help them 1—no, but tlie scattered

fragments of that once great and glorious power, before whose conquering
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arms, in days not so long gone by, the armour-j)rotected Korman would

have bit the dust.

Eut the Irish princes fought away as usual, expending that strength

that should have been so jealously hoarded against the day of the enemy's

discomfiture, and weakening their own right arm when they wanted to

strike the blow. It is a pleasing duty to record, that amid the strife and

through the dark days of trouble that were in store for them, the O'Toole

and the O'Byrne kept well altogether, and together well against the

common foe ; and on, and on, for over five hundred years, in the van

of the fight, or leading the foray, wherever the banneret of the O'Byrne

fluttered in the breeze, the same air current would waft the cry of " Ui

Tuathail aboo !

" upon the car. And then, as well as now; the battle was for

the soil ; and towards the close of the nineteenth century, as well as in the

twelfth, the shibboleth is still the same—Land or Life.

But the English power of that day, no more than now, did not con-

fine itself to one mode of action in dealing with the clans ; their versatile

talents in the arts of finesse, intrigue and chicanery, would be much at

fault if confined within so narrow a limit. As long as the rapacious free-

booting of the barons was working profitably, not only for themselves,

but leaving a margin for the king—it was all merry as a marriage feast.

But when that policy had the effect of arousing the Irish into successful

resistance, and the freebooters were being routed all along the line ; or,

when the barons had learned to think too much of their own aggrandize-

ment and too little of the king's interests, then his Majesty took the
'• role " of the magnanimous friend, protector, or suzerain of the Irish

princes, and the angry punisher of the naughty Korman barons. And
this farce was played time after time, and always with success.

Thus we have seen that Henry's first visit to Ireland was(pretcndedly,

at least) to chastise his own subjects—the Korman settlers. When next

an English Idng thus highly honoured (?; us, it was professedly Avith the

same benignant design towards us. In 1210 King John arrived, and

during his entire stay in this country he was engaged, not in wars and

conflicts with the Irish, but in. chastising the most powerful and pre-
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sumptuous of the great ^'orman lords. So well and so real-like -was the

acting in this piece of English comedy, that it is no wonder that the

simple-minded Irish princes, judging by their own standard of straight-

forward truthfulness, were confirmed in the idea, now an old one, and
impressed upon them hy the words and actions of King Henry, that

though in the Xorman baron? they had to deal Avith savage and merciless

spoliators, yet, in England's king they had a friendly suzerain.

And, as a matter of fact, the Irish princes who had fought most

stoutly and victoriously against the Xormans up to the date of John's

arrival, at once joined their armies to his, and at the head of this com-

bined force, the king was enabled to overthrow the most piratical and
powerful of the barons.

Again, in the succeeding reign of Henry III., we find a like impression

existing, and encouraged among the Irish princes. The king of Connaught
complained of the unjust and rapacious conduct of the barons, and we
find Henry only too glad to order substantial redi-ess. Writing to his

Lord Justice in Ireland, !Maurice Fitzgerald, he tells him " to pluck up by
the root " the powerful De Burgo, who lorded it over all the west. There

is still in existence a letter written by the king of Connaught to Henry II.,

thanking him for the many favours conferred on him, but particularly for

this one.

Was not this successful acting ? Though long before the days of

Shakespeare, it was equally true that " All the world's a stage."

IS'ow, with the foregoing in our mind's eye, as we go along over the

succeediiig pages, we can the better understand the fortunes of the Clan

O'Toole, cast in as they were, ever and always, in the cause of old Ire-

land, sharing in her adversity, and enjoying with her those transient

brightenings of the gloomy clouds that once, in a while, lifted a corner of

their silver lining, in the brief days of her j^rosperity ; but for weal or

for woe, wherever a blow was to be struck in the sacred cause of liberty,

the banner of the O'Toolcs Avas never among the absent, and may ahvays

be found, well foi-ward to the front, where the fight was the thickest.

Daive Ua Tuathail (O'Toole), was all this time, from 1259 or CO, chief
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of the Clan. He was the son of Fedlimiah IJa Tiiothail (O'Toole), and

Felim -was the last who styled himself Lord of Ui Muirediagh.

This David was one of the boldest and most courageous princes

that was ever installed chief of Clan Ui Tuathail. He took every oppor-

tunity of attacking the English, and defeated them in many battles, but

the recommendation most in his favour, will be given fm-ther on when we
come to treat of his death, as copied from those encomiums passed on

Irish heroes by the scriveners in the State papers of his time.

We find in 1291, the Xorman barons endeavouring to get possession

of the eastern side of the O'Toole country, as in a report to the king the

judiciary states

:

"The land of Othe (O'Toole) is a land of the king's in Ireland, in

the marshes of Glendalurg (bordering on Feracualan), which the Irish in-

habitand hold of the king at twopence an acre. As the Irish often mis-

apply and retain the king's rent, John De TJfford asks the king to enfeoS

him of the laud, rendering the above rent, customs and services." This

John De TJfford was the king's justiciary, and the answer from the king

was :
'• Let the justiciary be directed to give him the land for the king's

profit, and give it to John, or another, as he may think fit to be done."

We again find the Earl of Ormond asking and obtaining from the

king, grants of Bray and the towns of Wicklow and Arklow, and

though, unlike De Efiord, who was never able to obtain possession of his

grant, De Butlier succeeded in getting hold of the toTcns of Wicklow
and Arklow, yet for all practical purposes the end was equally unfruitful,

and although he built castles there (ruins of some of which are still visible),

he was beaten out of them over and over again by the Clans O'Toole and

'Byrne.

At this period of their history, the Clan O'Toole was never at rest.

They were, so to speak, wedged in, and their territories completely encom-

passed by foes : Kildare and De Burgo here ; Ormond and the Palesmen

there. Strictly on the defensive to-day ; retaliating on the offensive to-

morrow. Is'ow hardly pushed to protect the sanctity of then- homes from

the ruthless freebooters ; again bearing fire and sword to the very gates
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of Dublin. In such, times, and amid such scenes, we sometimes

llnd them accepting of such protection as is A-ouchsafed in the following

extract from the "Eepertorium Tiridc," p. ] 19, a.d. 125G.

^' Bond by Adam de v7audeford to Fulco, Archbishop of Dublin, to

pay £20 annually during the minority of Agatha, daughter of Meyler

O'Tothil for her wardship and marriage." This Agatha Avas the grand-

daughter of Lorcan. last chief of the TJi Muii-ediagh."

In A.D. 1297 :
" Theobald le Bottiler, ancestor of the Earl of Ormond,

after accompanying Edward I. in his exj^edition against Scotland, pur-

chased the manor of Bray, and the estates of the O'Byrnes."—State papers.

The only footing he got was in Ai-kloAV, and how that resulted we
haA-e seen, for, as the State papers record in a.d. 1301, the Fitzgeralds

in "Wicklow, and the Butlers, in Ai'klow, Avere routed out of the castles

they had built, by the O'Tooles and the O'BjTues.

Here are two extracts from the State papers that are very sugges-

tive of the state of afPau-s at the time

:

In A.D. 1312. " The ToUes, Bimes, Aspols, and Harols confederated

together there, and bui-ned WycloAv and all the coimtry there.

Again, 1313: '-'Piichard Lawless was Mayor of DubHn, and in 1313

Hugh Lawless and others, his adlierents, were commissioned to jjarley

A\'ith the Irishiy of the south-eastern parts of the Pale, the O'Tooles,

O'Byrnes, and MacMurroughs."

This is an indication uf the state of the political barometer, and is

equally suggcstiA'e, and AA'ith this addition, that wherever you find the word

parley occur in the State papers, erect your ears, and keep a sharp look out,

as there are breakers ahead ; either some ncAV treachery is being concocted

to AA-hich the Irish are invited to give countenance by thcii- presence, and

by then- shortcomings in the diplomatic art, become accessories to their

OA^Ti discomfiture ; or there is danger in store for England, a danger

that thi-eatcns her from some extraneous soui-ce—and then parley, and

pet, and promise
;
promise, parley, and pet ; but once the danger is past,

a bitter and a long experience tells us what becomes of the loving over.
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tures that she made to poor Ireland, •^hcn the fi-ight had near scared her

o-vra craven soul to death.

The latter was now the parent of this newly-created wish to parley,

but what the danger was we must not anticipate.

Early in the fourteenth century, the third century of the Norman
settlement, we find the Irish, for the first time, apparently, realizing their

true position in relation to England. Farther back, we have shown the

pains taken to convince them that it was the Norman colony that was

their enemies ; but the scales were now beginning to fall from their eyes,

and they began to perceive the fact that it was England itself, and not the

Norman colony, they had to combat, and that recognition by them of

the English meant loss of liberty, loss of honour, loss of property, aliena-

tion of the soil, and a severance of those associations so dear to their

hearts, and rendered sacred by the time-honoured custom of centuries.

Oh ! that they had awakened sooner to these facts. It is quite possible

they might have exerted themselves, and combined in one grand national

struggle against the fate thus gloomily presaged. But they awoke to

them, alas ! too late.

" The fatal chain was o'er them cast.

And they were men no more."

But before the lines of the poet were to be applicable in their case,

they would yet make one gallant bid for freedom. They saw Bobert

Bruce, king of Scotland, making a determined stand against the English

king, and defeating him at Bannockburn, through the instrumentality of

their own aid. This success very naturally inspired them Avith courage,

and they resolved, once and for ever, to rid themselves of the Normans,

and shake off the disgrace of the English rule in their country.

Utterly unused as the Irish princes were for hundreds of years to

either union or combination, the readiness with which they now gi'asped

the idea, and the success with which they carried it into execution, forms

so bright a picture amid the dark and bloody pages of our country's his-

tory, that our readers will kindly bear with us if we confess that we
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would wish to prolong our gaze on it with admiration. In order to pre-
vent any jealousy among the chiefs, as would inevitably have been the
case had they put forward any one of themselves for that distinction, they
very wisely chose as leader, Edward 13rucc, brother of Eobert Bruce,
king of Scotland, a valiant warrior and an able general, and gave to him
the supreme command.

^

They wrote to Pope John XIJ. a document which is still extant.
In it tlie Irish princes acquaint the Pope Avith their national desiga, and
having referred to the bulls or letters of Adrian and Alexander to Henry
II., they proceed to justify their resolution of destroying the hated
English power in their country, and point out to his Holiness the fraudu-
lent and false pretences upon which these documents were obtained by the
king from the pontiffs named. The sovereign Pontiff appears to have
been profoundly moved by the recital of the facts in this remonstrance or
memorial, for, not long after, he addressed a letter to the English king
(Edward III.), forcibly reproaching the English sovereigns, who had
obtained these bulls from Popes Adrian and Alexander, with the crimes
of deceit and violation of their specific conditions and covenants.

"To the objects of these bulls," his Holiness says, "neither king
Henry nor his successors paid any regard, but passing the bounds that
had been prescribed for them, they had heaped upon the Irish the most
unheard-of miseries and persecutions, and had, during that long period,
imposed upon them a yoke of slavery which could not be borne."

The Irish themselves were now. however, about to make a brave
effort to break that unbearable yoke—to terminate their miseries and per-
secutions—and to establish once more a national throne in the land.

On the 25th May, a.d. 1315, Edward Eruce, the invited deliverer,

landed near Gleuarm, in the County of Antrim, with a force of six
thousand men. The native Irish flocked to his standard, while
the Anglo-Normans in dismay hurried from all parts to encounter this

truly formidable danger. They induced the Prince of Connaught to join

them, but he afterwards saw the error of his ways, retracted, and threw
in his lot with Bruce.
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A dreadful engagement ensued at Connori-, on the banks of the river

Bann, near to the town of Ballymena, County Antrim, -where the great

Norman army -was defeated, ths haughty Earl Pachard -was obliged to seek

personal safety in flight, his brother, '^''illiam, with quite a number

of Norman knights and nobles, being taken prisoners by that soldier

chief -whom he had arrogantly undertaken to capture and present, dead or

alive, "within a few days, at the gates of Dublin Castle. The remainder

of the Anglo-Normans retreated south-wards as best they could. The Eed

Earl fled into Connaught, Tvhere, for a year, he -was fain to seek safety in

comparative obscurity, shorn of all po-wer, pomp, and possessions. The

Irish army marched south-ward in pursuit, capturing all great to-wns and

Norman castles on their -way. At Loughs-weedy, in T\'estmeath, Bruce

and O'Neill -went into -winter quarters, and thus ended the fii-st campaign

in this the fii'st really national -war undertaken against the English po-wer

in Ireland.

" The termination of his fii'st campaign on Irish soil," says a historian,

" might be considered highly favourable. More than half the clans had

risen, and the others -were certain to follcw their example. The clergy

-were almost -wholly -with them, and Eobert Bruce, king of Scotland, pro-

mised to follow and assist them in the spring."

In the early spring of the succeeding year (131G) Bruce opened the

campaign by a march to the southward. The Anglo-Norman armies made

several iueifectual efforts to bar his progress. At Kells, in the present

Count}' of Meath, Sir Eijger Mortimer, at the head of fifteen thousand

men, made the most determined stand. A great battle ensued, the

Irish utterly routing this the last army of any proportions no-w op-

posed to them. Aheady it seemed that the liberatiou of Ireland was

complete.

Having -wheeled in the direction of Dundalk, the national army rested

there, and preparations -were raide for the election and coronation of a king

to rule over all Ireland. The Irish princes -waived tlieir claims to the

crown in favour of Edward Bruce, -^N'ho was accordingly chosen and
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crowned with great pomp and solemnity at Dundalk, a.d. 1 31 6, and Ireland
hud her own Ard-Bigh again.

The Clan O'Toole was well represented at those victories and at those

ceremonies, and to the present day some of their descendants are to be
found among the inhabitants of Dundalk, Armagh, and the neighbouring
country. Amongst them are the respected and venerated priests, very
Rev. Arthur O'Toole, P.P., Creggan ; and the Very liev. Daniel Toule,

P.P., Ballymore, in the diocese of Ai'magh, wh(;re their forefathers

settled down after these battles.

The Anglo-Irish power was now almost extinct, and the few remain-

ing blows necessar}- for its complete annihilation could have been too easily

administered by the Irish were the issue between themselves alone. The
probabilities are that the newly-revived national power would have in-

creased with its growth, and, as it strengthened until it had spread itself

like the spirit of protection all over the land, its influences permeating

through every interest, until the baneful effects of the Norman occupation

would become extinct, and the fair land of Erin would know them no more
;

but, as we have already noted, behind that broken aud ruined colony were

all the resources of a great and powerful nation. Kow did England's king

gather about him his Anglo-Irish and English barons to consult with them

what was best to be done to save Ireland from being rescued from their

gi'eedy grasp. It was unanimously agreed that, in the fii-st place, there

should be a compact union among themselves ; secondly, strong reinforce-

ments from England ; and thirdly, the equipment of an army of great

magnitude for a ncAv campaign in Ireland ; these, and these only, were the

means that could avert the complete and final extinction of the English

power in that country. Preparations were accordingly made on a gigan-

tic scale for placing in the field such an army as had never before been

assembled by the Anglo-Irish colony.

Kmg Edward of Ireland, on the other hand, was fully conscious that

the next campaign Avould be the supreme trial, and Irish as well as Eng-

lish prepared to put forward their utmost strength in the struggle.

True to his promise. King Eobert Bruce of Scotland anived to the aid
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of his brother, bringing -with him a small contingent. The Royal brothers

soon opened the campaiga, marching south-ward at the head of thirty-

six thousand men. They crossed the Boyue at Slaue, and -were soon

beneath the walls of Castleknock, at that time a powerful Anglo-Norman

fortress, barely three miles from the gates of Dublin. Castleknock was

assaulted and taken, the governor, Hugh Tp-rell, being made prisoner.

Here the Irish and Scotch kings took up their quarters, and the Anglo-

Xormans of Dublui, gazing from the city walls, could see between them

and the setting sun the royal standards of Ireland and Scotland side by

side floating proudly in the evening breeze, whilst the O'Tooles and

O'Byrnes hemmed them in on the south side of the city.

Dublin was then a walled and well-fortified city, and its inhabitants

were resolute, and determined 1 o defend it to the last man. The Irish

armv had no siege materials, and could not then afford to sit down before

a fortified city for the pui-pose of reducing it by cutting off the communi-

cation ; besides, they would require to invest it from the seaside, and for

this a fleet of vessels would be necessary, Avhereas they had none at all

adapted for the purpose. They were, therefore, reluctantly compelled to

turn away from Dublin, and again, facing stiU south, they in due time

reached Limerick. Again, as before, victory followed theii- banners ; their

southward march was literally a succession of splendid achievements, the

Xormans never offering them battle that they were not scattered like so

much chaff.

The full strength of the English, however, had not yet been made avail-

able, but beyond this a foe more deadly, more formidable than all the

power of England, was about to fall upon the devoted heads of the Irish

army. The reader has but to glance at any epoch of his country's history

prior to or subsequent to the period of which we ^^Titc, and he will find

numerous instances of those calamitous concurrences that recur so very

unerringly at some critical point, and always -when affairs look brightest

—

alwavs wiien the dark night of her bondage seems about to be illumined

by the briglit beams of that morning of freedom which shall shine on her

vet, some clouds obsciu-e, some mists o'ershadow, the halo of its coming
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gloiT. But kuowinp;, as vro do, that tlic Almighty in Ilis all-scciug wis-

dom has designed those disappointments for lier ultimate good, -we re-

siguedlj' submit our fervent aspirations to Ilis divine Avill.

In Ireland, then, this year (1317) a famine of dreadful severity fell

upon the land. The crops had entirely failed the previous autumn, and

novr throughout the length and breadth of the laud the dread conse-

quences Averc sjireading desolation. Soon it became apparent that hunger

and privation were destroying and demoralizing the army of Ireland ;
alung

•with this a want of discipline and a disregard for the sacredness of the

churches and monasteries evidenced by the Scotch allies (who pillaged

these places ^^'ithout scruple), so anuoyed the Irish soldiery, who were

thus assailed in one of their most cherished affections, their love and vene-

ration for God's holy places, that serious internal dissensions were brood-

ing; and now a vague but all-poAverful belief gradually spread

throughout the country, that the dreadful scourge of famine was a visita-

tion of heaven, called down upon the land by the presence among them

of the ii-reverent Scots. Sad position this for an army to be placed in.

Bitter dissensions, aroused by their religious feelings being insulted, was

the trouble among theui. Gaunt famine stalking through the land on

every side of them, while in their front the English army, thirty thousand

strong, fully equipped and provisioned, Avas being massed, ready at

any moment to bar their progress, Avhile another tremendous force Avas

close enough in their rere to harass their AA'asted ranks. But such Avas the

Avholesome and salutary fear in Avhich they were held by the English,

through the lessons administered in a scries of thorough Avhippings, that

neither Avas the rere attacked, nor did the army that lay in their path in front

bar their progress ; they Avere permitted to pass unmolested, Avhile if even

only one of the English armies had attacked Avith spirit, such Avas their

Avorn-out condition, they must have been defeated, and if a combined as-

sault had been made they Avould have been completely annihilated.

The famine noAV raged Avith intensity all over the ishind, and ueitlier

party could provision an army in the field until the harvest was galhered.

The Vield of the crops Avas found fairly abundant Avhen it was collected,

32
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and botli armies now sprung to arms again
;
but, alas I imder very different

auspices. The Irisli Avere decimated b}- famine and reduced by sickness,

while the English were reinfurced by new levies from England, and had

a still further advantage in the skill of their eounnauder, Jolm de

Bermingham, a Avise strategist and gaUant general.

The two armies met on the 1 4th of October, 1-318, at the Hill of

Faughhard, near Dundalk, -\\-here Bruce had been cro-wned a year before.

The Irish fought with their usual bravery, but their gallantry was all in

vain in face of the vastly superior numbers of the English, so ably com-

manded bv de Bermingham, and to fm-ther theii' misfortunes, King Edward

was sought out in battle and slain by one John de Malpas, who himself

lost his life in the act.

The Hiberno-Scottish forces dispersed in dismay, and the head of

King Edward Brace was carried to London, as a right welcome trophy to

the English king, while his body was interred in the churchyard of

Eaughhard, where within living memory a tall stone pillar Avas pointed

out by the peasantry as marking out the spot, beneath Avliich lay the

remains of Ireland's short-lived king, the soldier monarch, Edward Bruce.

Thus ended this grand effort on the part of Ireland, as an independent

nation, to throw off the insulting, galling yoke of the foreigner. We
have seen their success in the first instance, and Ave knoAV the uncontrol-

lable influences that changed these successes into disasters, and it Avill

noAv be our painful duty to point out hoAv the cruel Anglo-Xormans made

them smart under and feel their defeat. AVe have Avritteu thus fully of

tliis bold and gallant effort of the united clans ; and comprised in that

account is the history of the Clan O'Toole. for the same period ; for AA'here

the Irish armv Avas, there Avere they alMi as lonuiug an integral part,

and that not the least distinguished, of that valiant host.

"We have st'en how the efforts of Sir Ilugli LaAvless, and others com-

missioned to parley Avith the 0"Toole,> in the hour ol the Talesmen's

d.mger, proved fruitless; that the bait of proffered frieiid>hip failed to

allure, and the overtures made tlieiii were scornfully repiuliated by their

gallant chieftain Daive, Avho, by Avay of more strongly accentuating his

indiii'uant refusal to betray the cause, nuide a strong diversion in favoui'
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of Bruce's army on the goutli side of Dublin, Avliile the king's troops -were

engaged at Castleknock ; and when the Irish army sa-\v tlie impracticability

of besieging the city, and retired sonthAvard, the Clan O'Toole had to

bear unaided the concentrated attack of the entire forces of Dublin, "who,

we may be sure, did their best to niake rej^risals for the heavy losses the

English had been lately sustaining at the hands of tlie ^•ictorious Irish

army. The O'Tooles -were encamped on the scene of one of their former

victories (CullensAvood), -when the citizens attacked them in great numbers,

and caiised them to retire to their mountains with some loss.

The folloAving authentic account of both the engagements at the

Bloody Fields lea-\-es the balance of the ti-ansactions very much in favour

of the Clan.

" In 1316 the OTooles again encamiDcd in the 'Bloody Fields,- in

Cullenswood, on the southern side of the capital, where in 1209, on

Easter {query Wliit) Monday, they sIcav three hundi-ed of the chief citizens

of Dublin, and carried away many more captives into the heart of the

mountains. In 1316 the O'Tooles got the Avorst of the encounter with

the people of Dublin, led on by "William Comyu ; seA^enteen of them Avere

slain and their heads sent to ornament the castle gates of the city."

A poor rejn-isal, after all, for the slaughter of 1209.

Kow that EdAvard Bruce Avas no more, the Irish army disbanded, and

the national movement collapsed, the colonists had full and ample time

to devote to the punishment of those clans Avho so harassed them in Avhat

Avas so close to their final overthi'OAV ; and from the geographical position of

the territory of the O'Tooles, beuig at the threshold, Ave may say, of the

city, it AA-as resolved that they should be made signal examples of, and

tliat if in the course of future events in Irish history any similar efforts

Avere to be made in the cause of freedom, the O'Tooles Avould be debarred

from lending a helping hand, as steps Avere to be taken to eradicate them,

root and branch, out of the land. Their homes and hearths \w\\' tn be

dcA'astated, the passes of their mountains guarded aud bldrkcd, so that

none could escape, aud that neither the intirmities of age, nor the babbling

innocence of childhood, nor the distinction of sex, should be respected
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iu this wliolosale slaughter and extirpation. The followinp; extract from

tlio State i^apers Avill act as an exemplification :

—

1325. ""William Compis had. a ti-easmy order for seventy jwirnds

on account of his expenses in the marches of Leinster, explormg the jiasses

of the Irish of the mountains, and doing service to the State, as well as by
slaying Mm-certagh Oge O'Toole, the son of Aedli O'Toole, and taking

prisoners snudry others of the mountain septs, and delivering them into

the Castle of Dublin." " Eoll Pat. 13. Edward in C:ane Hib."

This Murcertagh Oge O'Toole was the grandson of the chief of the

Clan, Daive, and must have been little more than a child -s^-hen he was
slain by Comyns. Young as he was, he was tanist of Leinster, and as such

was de.stined one day to succeed his fathers in the sovereignty of

Imayle. lie had also been raised to the dignity of knighthood, and was
fi'om these combined causes so obnoxious, though not yet so very formidable

an enemy, that his tender youth had as little effect on the brutish hatred of

those English hii-elings, as the innocent bleatings of the lamb in the grip

of the butcher. Lest it may appear strange to the reader, when mention-

ing his extreme youth, while at the same time being an invested knight, I

may remark that the Irish nobles received the title at a much younger

age than the other Chiistian nations, the qualifications necessary in those

days being: noble blood, unblemished body, healthful constitution,

dexterity iu casting the dart and spear, ability in managing a horse, and

that he should be seven years of age.

Young Murcertagh Ua Tuathail was not long after attaining his

juvenile majority and receiving his spiu's when his bright young career

was thus ruthlessly ended.

He was the pride of his father, A^•ho superintended personally his

feats of arms.

" And ever as the bright boy grcAV in strength and size

i\Iade him perfect in each manly exercise.

The salmon in the flood,

The dun deer in the wood,

The eagle in the cloud,

To suiijrise.
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With the yellow knotted spear shaft - "witli the bow,

With the steel prompt to deal shot and bloAV,

He taught him from year to year,

And trained him without fear

For a perfect cavalier,

ISTow laid low.''

TKAGIC DEATH OF ADAM DUBH UA TrATHAIL.

I have to place in order of datC; another chapter of horrors, the

miserable death of Adam Dubh O'Toole, the alleged son of Baethaii-, the

kinsman of David.

Adam Dubh, taken by the English, a.d. 132G, arraigned for heresy,

and after a sham trial convicted thereof, and sentenced to be burned, which

sentence was canied out in all its dreadful barbarity on Hoggin's Green

(now College Green), in the city of Dublin.

0' Toole and heresy ! Attuned in any chord, pitched in any key, there

is a dissonance in the sound that fails to harmonize iipon the ear. liurn

an O'Toole for heresy in the fourteenth century, and bum, ravage, and

destroy then^, for their stubbornly refusing to be made heretics of, in the

sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth centm-ies ; ostracize and disqualify

them from equal rights A\-ith their fellow-citizens, in the days of the

vaunted liberality of tlu' nineteenth century, because they so rigidly keep

aloof from any tamperiugs with heretical doctrines or teachings! And, oh,

you English Defenders of the Faith ! You zealous burners of misguided

heretics I AVhat little encouragement you receive from these non-ap-

preciative, ignorant Irish, who could not, and would not, make weather-

cocks of their religious principles to please you. and keep pace with you

in your various attempts at ]iiety from the days of Henry and ye virgin

queen to those of General Booth of the Salvation Army I

Tlie English records of the time are silent as to the peculiar nature of

this heresy; very naturally so upon a non-existent circumstance. iS'eed we

doubt that if the proofs which satisfied his executionerjudges, at thcmockciy
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of a trial, could bear the light of clay, hnvr ostentatiously they Avould have

beeu 2)aradecl before the world, aud how the SoA-ereign I'ontiff would
have been sho-\m how unworthy of his sympathy these heretical Irish

wore? And centuries later, when in the long, long night of religious persecu-

tion, when the full strength of the armed hosts of the Anglo- Irish and the

English nation were let loose upon the homes, altars, liberties, and lives of

the O'Tooles. a single instance cannot be pointed out, where, cither to save

his head from the block, or prevent himself fi'om becoming an outcast fi-om

the halls or homes of his fathers, the name of the sept was ever dishonoured

by its most humble member forsaking God for Mammon, rejecting the

teachings of Saint Patrick and theii- own beloved pati'on. Saint Laurence,

for the more easy fitting doctrines of Heniy and Luther. So if they could

show Adam Dubh O'Toole to be a heretic, they had a " rara avis,'^

indeed.

But, judging from the subsequent history of our country, even from

Avhat is passing round us as I wiite, we begin to tliinlv that the modem
"treason-felony,'' or the more ancient "high treason," would be more
within the contines of truth in describing his crime on the calendar than

heresy was. It was very probable that Adam had can-ied arms in the

days of Bruce, and the unpleasant memories of the disasters the English

suffered in these quite recent campaigns, were likely enough to runldc

sorely in their breasts, and to make them display their brute power upon
the individual that fate threw into their hands.

Praiseworthy as was the cause of the clans uniting in their- efforts

to free the fatherland, there Avere noM' even more cogent reasons for theii-

strengthening one another for mutual protection, as to Avipe them out,

once and for ever, was now the " summiim honiun '' of the Xorman
colonists' wislies. and Avith tliis laudable intent we find that in .4.I). 131^7,

theclan^ O'Tonle. O'liyme. and KavanaLdi, a-seinbled togetlier and elected

Donald Mae:\Iurr(aigh ICavanagli to be kin^ nf Leiuster, in order the bi'tter

to be able by their united action to Avard off the attacks of the Anglo-
Xormans.
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HOW THE VALIAXT OLD -WAIiltlOr;, PAIVE TA TIATIIAIL, MET HIS BJCA'JII.

Daivc, the vouerablo chieftain of Chni O'Toolc, was now verv okl ; he
was nigh three score and ten rears in the chieftancy of his nohle chin, and
the warlike spiiit of his youth, and the bokl un(hiunt(Hl spirit of his manhood,
were existent qualities still ; not. indeed, so fiery as the Talesmen had hitter

experience of, when half a century ago he made many of their proudest
bite the dust, but to-day as valiant and as unbending as ever. AVe now
ai^proach the time when the fire of his eye was to be quenched for ever.

We have seen already that the three clans, O'Toole, O'Bp-ne, and
Kavanagh, had effected an alliance, and we regret not being called upon,
as chronicler of the leading events of the Clan O'Toole, to record a longer
history of their united prowess

; but it was otherwise ordamed, for in the
same year (a.d. 1.j27) Donald MacMurrough Kavanagh was captured in

battle, and brought to Loixlip, where his captor, receiving £100 for the
king's ransom, allowed Donald IVIac^Murrough to escape, himself falling

in for those demonstrative favours that were intended for the king, viz.,

hanging, draM-iug, and quartering. In the same battle, Daive O'Toole, of

Imayle, Avas captured by Sir John Welleslcy, who then commanded a mili-

tary outpost at DunlaA-in against the Clan O'Toole. Less lucky than hit

brother king, MacMurrough, O'Toole was conveyed a prisoner to Dublin
Castle, in the dungeons of which he was confined imtil the following

year.

In 1328, Daive Ua Tuathail (O'Toole), of Ima3de, was led fortli from
his dungeon in the castle to his trial. Daive' s character had preceded

him. He was well knoAni as a bitter enemy of the English, and the con-

clusion was a foregone one. Tli(> age was more of the rough and robust

nature than our more modern civilized times, and h'ss trouble need be

taken to guard against the criticisms and uncharitable remarks about the

unsullied purity of the judicial ermine. When the ultimate results come

to be considered, there is not sucli an overwhelming amount of difference

in the modes of procedure after all. Surely five centuries of constant
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practice -will have made the legal fuuetionaiy less bluut, more suave, but

with the same peep-hole in the bandage, thi'ough which they can keep an

eye to the English interests.

The State papers in custody of the Master of the Eolls thus officially

record Daivc's trial, death, and character, from their standpoint

:

" 1328. Daive (David) O'Toole -was led fa-om the Castle of Dublin to

the Tholsol of the city, and there, before Nicholas Hastocke and Elias

Ashbourne, vrho judged that he should be di-aTva thi-ough the city after a

horse's tail to the gallons, and after being there hanged, to be di-aTvn and

quartered, which was done. He was looked on as a strong thief, the king's

great enemy, and the destroyer of liis people."

This was the English encomium passed on him, which was fully

equal, when rendered into the Clan O'Toole phi-aseology, of ^vliting him
do'wn as a valiant, com-ageous, and warlike prince, the saviour of his

peoi:)le, the avenger of thcii- wrongs, and one of the most gallant chiefs

that ever led the Clan to battle. And, oh ! chivakous England, when you

had the aged, indomitable chief caged up within your walls, you merci-

lessly wi-eaked that vengeance on him, which, in the open fight and fair-

field, he, at the head of liis Clan, so often defied you to take I Imagine,

sixty-nine years a ruler of the destinies of the O'Tooles, and judge Avhat

his age must now be I Could the most foul -wi'etch that ever disgraced

the name and dignity of manhood be subjected to such pitiless and such

degrading brutality?—dragged at the tail of a horse I And "when the

spu-it was broken that never could bend"—before even the fire of that

eye, which so often in life had made these executioners quail before its

owner, was dimmed for ever—before the rigidity of death had qiiitc stif-

fened that strong right arm, that sent so many of them reeling to the dust

—

while yet the life-blood flowi'd on sluggishly for its la.st final coiu-se, and

while the troubled soid was before the judgment-seat of the Eternal King
—the body of the veteran chieftain of the O'Tooles was loi)ped and muti-

lated with less regard to common decency than the cutting up of a sheep

in the shambles

!

This death was of a piece with the miuiler of his grandson, Mm-ccr-
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tagli, aucl the biiruing of his kiusman Adam Dubh. With -what a con-

tinuous and jicrsistont perversity England Avill go on, lieapiug outrage

npon outrage upon the peopk^ of this nation, driving v^'ith a A'engcancc

disaffection beneath the surface ; aye, and often in-igatiug it freely with

the blood of some of her best sons ! Industriously solving her crop of

dragon's teeth, -n-hich sooner or later Avill repay her -with too super-

abundant a harvest.

Unmarked is the grave of Daivc, unchronicled are his many brilliant

deeds, but green is his memory preserved in the hearts of his clansmen

—

" Oh ! names like his bright beacons are

To realms that kings oppress
;

nailing Avith radiant light from afar

Their- signals of distress."

—

Spirit of the Nation.

\Ve find, apropos of this Sir -Tolm Wellesley, that Sir- William

Wellesley, of Dangau, a lineal descendant of Sir Jolm's, man-ied Matilda

O'Toole, having, as then required, first obtained a royal license,

"whereby she and her issue became entitled to the privileges of English

hnv. iio mention of this alliance is to be found in the printed pedigrees

of the Duke of Wellington, Avhose ancestor this Sir William was.

Matilda O'Toole surviA'ed her husband, and married Patrick Hussey, AAdio,

in A.i). 15(JC, got a pardon from the English king, Uemy the Seventh, for

his marriage "with :\Iatilda (/Toole (lately the wife ot Sir William

Wellesley, of Dangaii), A\ith<)ut a I'nyal license. Thus we see that some of

the O'Toole blood coursed in the veins of the hero of Waterloo.

But, verily, tlie Ui Tuathail ^^•ere nut a forgiving people, fur M'e hnd

sliorth- after the tragic death of Daive O'Toole, in A.u. 1328 :

12:,;. Aedh Ua Tuathail (Hugh O'Toole) succeeded his father,

Daive, as king of Imayle and cliief of the Clan. Daiv(; left tlure

other s(ms after Imn, n;niicly, 1 •(.inliiiall. llic manner or thne of wIk.sc

death is not recorded; David, ^laiu in battle x.h. DIGS, wlio>e son,

Domhnall, died in the year J 431 ; and Jolni huadli, who was killed by

a clown in the vear A.n. 1388, as is recorded by the Torn- Masters.
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Hu,C!;h liad very little brcatliiug time afforded him after assuming the

oliieftaincv of his clan, for Ave find that several forays on his people's

flocks and herds having abont this time been made, the O'Tooles resolved

to do something in the Avay of reprisals. He accordingly carried tlie Trar

into Tallaght, Avhere the English had lately Iniilt and strongly fortified a

castle as a country residence for the archbishop of Dublin. They SAV(^oped

doAvn from the mountains, surprised the guards, Avi-ecked the castle, and

carried off the cattle and sheep from the Avell-stockcd bawns of his lord-

ship, to compensate themselves for the many liftings they had to suffer

at the hands of the English. He also stripped the roofs of the castle of

a large quantity of lead ; this, however, he subsequently returned, but

whether it was intended as an act of restitution, we much doubt. Such

good actions are usually performed with little shoAV, and as quietly as

possible, Avhile the return of the lead taken off Tallaght Castle, in the shape

of bullets among the Palesmen, Avas bruited about so noisily as to make the

recipients wish they had kept the lead intact, and never ti'oubled them

by sending it back.

It Avas a strong, grand edifice, this castellated summer residence of

my Lord Archbishop Bichnor, in style half monastic and half baronial,

and it formed one of a chain of fortified residences such as Drimnagh and

Timmon, AA'hich the Palesmen Avere feeling the necessity of erecting as

checks on the predatory incursions of their troublesome neighbours

beyond the hills, the O'Tooles. To the hardy clansmen these banners

must haA'c been a great eyesore ; hoAATA^er, as the rich pastures round

them AA'cre abundantly stocked with flocks and herds, roaming about along

the Dodder's banks, from Eathfarnham to Templeogue and Tallaght, the

semi-defiance of the castles, combined AA'ith the temptation of the horned

booty, was too poAvei-ful a temptation for them to Avithstand, so avc find

them from timo to time rushing doAvn upon them Avith sparth<^ and skean,

and alAA-avs returning to their mountain homes Avitli some of the CA-illy-

obtained riches of tlio ralc-iiicn, simply recouping thomseh'es of Avhat

they had been previously robltcd.

The State Papers give the folloAring record of it :
—

•' The year of
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our Lord 1331, Lord Hugh Do Lacy, Tritli the king's liccuso, came to

Ireland ou the 9th April. The Castle of AYickknv was takeu bj- treason

by the Irishmen (the O'Tuoles) on the 21st day of April same year. On

the same day (St. [Mark the Evangelist) even the O'Toole came to Tallaght

and drove away from Alexander, Archbishop of Dublin, of three hun-

dred sheep, and killed Uichard "\Yhyte and other men of the country,

whereof came news to Dublynge, and Sir William Bret, kuight, and

Moricli Fitzgerald, of the Order of St. Johu, of Kiimaiuham ; Hainond

Hankms, .lohn Cliainerlcn, Eicher Terrell, and two sons; Ituprald Barnc-

walls, and many others and diverse of the bishop's house which followed

the prey, were slain by the O'Tooles by stratagem at Galrogh. Where-

fore Sir William B(>nningham assembled an host of men, and invaded the

said Irishmen (the CUau O'Toole), and did them much hurt, and much

more would they have done if they had not been deceived by the said

Irishmen.''

We consider that last sentence as very refreshing : "if they had not

been deceived." What consummate masters of the art of deception these

O'Tooles must have been ! They saw concentrated against them the forces

of Bermingham, with the sting of their recent defeat fresh upon their

minds, and seeing from their overwhelming numbers that they could not

cope with them in the open, they " led them into an ambuscade, where

many of them lost their lives.''

Glyn's Annals of A.D. 1331, referring to this same encounter, says :

" The O'Toole shnv Philip le Bret and his son, and a Knight Templar

of Kilmainham, of the Geraldines. and thirty others, strong men of the

Pale."

How exasperating it must have been to the Clan to see the Knights

Templars of Kilmainham espousing the cause of plundering Palesiiien, and

taking up arms against men avIio were fighting only for their lives and

land ; arms that should be used only in defence of Christian men, and for

the greater glory of God ; and that in place of attacking, had they suc-

coured suchcft'orts as the O'Tooles and others made to protect their right.s,
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thoT would havo never brought a stain to blusli at on tlie fluttering penons

of their standard.

In the following year. x.d. 1 332, the Abbe MacGeoghesan tells us

that:

" The O'Tooles of Leinster took Xcw Castle, in the County of Wick-
low, and reduced it to ashes." This Kew Castle was built on an old one

belonging to Teige O'Bp-ne.

A rear after, a.d. 1333, Murcadh iN'icol O'Toole, of Imayle, was mm--
dered in Dublin while a parliament was being held in the convent of the

Carmelites in that city, which stood then on the joresent site of the eon-

vent and church of the Carmelite Fathers in Whitefi-iar-sti-eet. The
Annalist, Glyn, adds

:

" Et hoc Dei justo judicio qui multos male ipse fideles occiderat

ante."

But M'o must estimate at its proper value Glyn's opinion of an Irish

chief, as his sympathies were all in favoui' of the English barons, as evi-

denced by his wi'itiugs.

In the annals of James Grace, we find another very cmious incident

ancnt these O'Tooles. He tells us that

:

"In 1316, the Irish of Imail (the O'Tooles) made an attack on

TulloAV (query Tallaght. county Dublin), and lost 400 men, whose heads

were brought to Dublin Castle, and a marvellous thiug occuiTcd: the dead

arose again and fought Avith one another, shouting their war-cry after this

fashion : ' Farrah aboo I'"

Apart from the authenticity of the foregoing, Dublin Castle must

have been in those times a i)lace of horrors, reeking Avith the odours of

Coomassic. and filled with spectacles equally homble A^'ith those witnessed

in Dahomey, or any other arena Avliere the savage tliirst fur blood Avas

satiated.

But a slight change for the better came in a.ij. 1335. The "• English

Interest" lost its chief guide and strongest adherent in the death of "William

de Burgo, the Bed Earl of Ulster. From StrongboAv's days to his oaati, no

barou had combined more of the energies and vices of the jS'orman
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character—brave, quick-witted, cruel, and treacherous. He had rebuilt
John ])(' ('oiircy's castles iu Ulster, fixed the -waverinc; Palesmen iu their
alleg'ianci", and subdued a great part of Connaught. Ilis death was the
signal for an extraordinary reaction. His omti sons assumed Irish names
and adoi)ted Irish customs and manners. The exami^le of the Mac^Villiams
Avas infectious

; MaeWatten and MacGibbon became as usual in the
south and west, as O'Donncll or O'Xeill in the north, or "Toole or
O'Byrne in L(>iuster. The latest iuiiiortation from England took the hue of
the soil; the Graces shouted " Grasha aboo !"' the liutlers, " Butler abool"
the Fitzgeralds, " Crom aboo !'' and their Desmond relatives, "Shannet
aboo !'' quite as loudly, and just as naturally as the old native sejDts, Avho
traced th(>ir ancestry far back into the misty antiquity of the pre-Christian
ages

;
and by the middle of the fourteenth century, the Irish language and

Erehon law, native customs and usages prevailed universally anion o- the
Anglo-Normans in Ireland. Marriage and fosterage, too, were noAV
becoming quite common between the noble families of each race. Each
earl or baron among them kept his bard and his brehon, like the native
princes, and in every Avay became as Irish, if not more, as the Irish

themselves.

During this time of comparative peace, the Clans O'Toole, O'Dyrne
and Ka^'avagh, under the leadership of jMaurice Kavanagh, whom they had
elected king of south Leinster. secured themselves in many of those ancient
territoi-ies that were temporarily Avrested from them, and -wTuuii- from ICin"-

Edward III. a tribute of 80 marks a year for their toleration of the Pale
(See Lucelles " Memoriam Publicorum," vol. I.)

This tribute they afterwards so rigorously exacted, that it was called

by the Pulesmen the "]31ack Kent." or "Plack Mail," and led to almost as

many battles as the Borohomean Tribute, levied by Tuathail, the monarch
of Ireltuid, in the second century.

In A.ij. 135G, Ave find Sir Thomas Piokeby, the then viccrov of

Edward III., entering into a comjiact Avith Hugh, chief of the Clan O'Toole
Avhereby the latter, Avith forty horscnieii and forty armed foot, undertook
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to defond tho "Marches," from Tallaght to Windgates, against the incur-

sions of thoir countrymen.

Tho poAver of that " most puissant monarch,'' as the phi-asoology of

the English court -would style him, must have been at a pretty Ioav ebb in

the territory of the O'Tooles, "wheu his Lord Deputy was forced to treat

for the i^rotection of his '-Marches" with their chief. The O'Byrnes

were equally independent in the south-eastern portion of Wicklow, and

through Carlow and Wexford, thelvavanaghs. under the leader.'Oiip of Donald

and Art (Avhom the- united elans elected in succession, as kings of south

Leinster). took right good care that the English king's writ did not run in

their principality. They all united in defying the English viceroy and

his supine master, Edward III., Avho seemed to rouse himself in a.d. 1358,

bv calling a parliament of his barons to be held in Castle Dermot, in n^hich

Art and Donald Ivavanagh were declared rebels by the deputy, Sancto

Amando ; and the said Art Ivavanagh was further branded with deep

ingratitude to Edward III., who had acknowledged him as The Mac-

Murrough, king of Leinster.

To cany on a war against the MacMurroughs. the O'Tooles. and the

O'Byrnes, the whole English interest Avas to be taxed to its utmost far-

thing. Louth contributed £20 ; Meath and "Waterford, tAvo shillings

on every carrucate of land tilled ; Kilkenny the same, AA'ith the addition

of sixpence to the pound on chattels.

As further evidence of England's Aveakness at this period of Hugh
O'Toole's chieftaincy, we give tho folloAving extracts from the State

papers

:

' In 1319, the abbot of tho religi(ms house of the B. Y. M., Mary's

Abbev, in Dublin, on his pai-t. fi'ccly and voluntarily consented to find, at

his 0A^^l cost and charge^. Uvu complete lidrsemen and six hobbilers, to

assist the Idng's Avardras at Ih-ay in iu'ot('cti]ig the Pale from the raA"ages

of the O'Tdolcs and the (Jliyi-ncs ; the king declaring, and it being nn-

dersteiid. that such voluntary act (if the abbot shn\ild not be draA\-n into a

preeedout. to the prejudice of future abbots.''

Abbot liuttler. of the King's Ilospitallers at Ivilmainham, acted in a
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similar Avay, and several instances arc on record -vA'here services were

offered to keep -watch and -ward aloup; the line from Bray to Tallaght, and

along the borders of the IVilc, services that -were of little avail iu

Avarding off the incursions of the O'Tooles and O'liyrucs.

In A.D. 13-jG, in consequence of au expected invasion (by the O'Tooles

and O'Byrnes) of Dublin, John, the son of Geoffrey de Brett, was " com-

manded to defend the Pale at his manor of Ratlifarnham, with his men

well armed and appointed."—(Chancery EoUs, Dublin.)

And "we find in the same, Itot-in-Cane, Hib.

:

" Eustace Ic Peer received pardon from the king for a slight fault

he had committed, on account of the great services he had rendered to the

king against the O'Tooles and O'Byrnes."

Prom the same authority Ave extract

:

" 1359, "William and Walter Harold received a rcAvard of one him-

di'ed shillings, for manfully rescuing some spoils Avhich the O'Tooles and

O'Bp-nes Avere carrying from Saggart, and for slaying five of the

enemy."

The carrying on of this desultory Avarfare on the borders of the

Pale land did not prcA^ent the clans from carrying out more serious

operations against the enemy, and hence Ave find them cajituring in suc-

cession, the castles of Ivilbelle, GalbarstOAni, Rathville, and other strong

places, Avhich succumbed before the united clans, AA-ith Kmg Art Mac-

jVIurrough at their head.

But noAV strong effurts Avere about being made by the English to re-

cover their lost prestige, and to regain a usiu-ped autliority that AA'as

ebbing fast. In a.d. loGT, Linnel Duke of Clarence came over to Ire-

land, to claim the doAvry of his Avife, daughter to the Bed Earl of Ulster,

and to di'clare Avith all that Aveight and autliority his exalted position as

brother to England's king gave him, that all Avho did not couturm at

once in Unvs, customs, dress, and opinions, Avith the English by birth, on

either side of the Irish sea, rebels and outknvs. Tliis formidable step iu

the usuri)ed legislation Avhich he claimed to exeicise over the country he

gallantly carried out—that is, "on parchment"—by the famous statute of
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Elkcnny, which prohiliitod the Palosmen all intercourse with the native

Irish in marriaire ; buvinir or selling with the " cneniie " to be treason
;

that English names, fashions, and manners, should he resumed, xuider

penalty of being declared delinquents, with loss of their lands; that March

laws and Brehon laws were illegal, and that there should be no law ex-

cept the Pale or English law. These enactments were to be violated, not

alone at peril of land and life, but under the threat of excommunication.

There was a direct declaration of perpetual social warfare, or, to use a term

of modern coinage, " Boycotting " the Irish with a vengeance. "V^Tiether

the English intended this legislative effort as a challenge, we much doubt,

but as such it was looked upon by the united clans, who accordingly

rallied their forces, and with Art Kavauagh at their head, and in concert

with other Irish forces, marched against the legislator. They fell upon the

colony on all sides, drove in the outposts, destroyed the castles, hunted

the barons, and re-occupied the whole country very nearly up to the walls

of Dublin.
" O'Connor of Connact, and O'Biu-n of Thomond," says Hardiman,

"laid aside for the moment their private feuds, and united against the

common foe." The Earl of Desmond, Lord Justice, marched against them

with a considerable army, but was defeated and slain in a sanguinary

engagement, fought a.d. 13G9, in the Count}' of Limerick. O'Farrell, the

chieftain of Annaly, committed great slaughter in Mcath. The O'Moores,

Kavanaghs, O'Byrnes. and O'Tooles, under the command of Hugh O'Toole

and Art Kavanagh, pressed upon Lciuster, and the C)'Xcills and O'Donnells

raised the red hand in the north.

The English of the Pale Avere seized with consternation and dismay;

terror and confusion in their ranks, doubt, hesitation, and fear in their

councils; while success crowned the etturts of the Irish in every direction.

It was one of those hinging puints in tlie fate of nations that, had it been

grasped by some successful leader who could secure for himself the active

co-operation of the other Irish princes, and divert them from that fatal

mania of internecine warfare, the fate of the English colony was sealed,

and their occupancy of their plundered territories Avas not Avorth a year's
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tcnm-c. But it -R-as otlionnse ordained. And as for the obnoxioTis statu! u,

it wa? rendered a dead letter, at least nutil sneli time as through the suc-

cess of their disturbance-ereating machinations, its enactments cuuld he
more safely ventured on.

The united clans continued throughout this time to offer a resolute

front and bold defiance to the Duke of Clarence and the English barons.

Lionel appears to have retreated from Kilkenny, according to Froissart,

•who says :
" Both armies met A"cry near the city of Leinster—that is,

Dublin. Many -were slain at both sides, and several prisoners cajituredby

the two armies ; but, the English gaining the day, the Irish ^vere forced to

fly. The king of Leinster, Ai-t MacMurrough, escaped, and so did Hugh
O'Toole, king of Imail ; but his brother, David O'Toole, of Imail, Avas

slain on that memorable day."

" David, brother of The O'Toole, lord of Imail, was slain by the

English, A.D. 1-809." ( Vide "Annals of the Four Masters.")

The Leinstermen carried off their prisoners into the mountains, and

amongst them the historian himself, Froissart. ( Fide Johanes Froissart,

vol. xi. page 58. Ld. 180G).

This battle is said to have been fought on the slopes of the Three

Eock Mountain, and some of the peasantry of the neighbourhood go so

far as to say that the graves of the dead can be noticed to this day by par-

ticular tufts of grass, -which can be distinguished from its surroimdiugs by

its brighter verdure.

Matters must have quieted down a little after this encounter as re-

gards any regular fixed battle ; but the usual harassing cf the marches

and lifting of the Palesmen"s flocks and herds by the O'Tooles -was at-

tended to -with punctillious I'cgularity. Though never (at that time) re-

ceiving, or indeed deserving, the character of good business people, they

had sufficient respect for the sign manual of King Edward, granting them

annual tribute, to make those I'alesmen, no matter how uu-SA-illiug. honour

his draft, and, if they would not, Avhy then the O'Tooles, rather than Avit-

ness the disgrace of the royal wan ant being set at nought, must needs

drive off their cattle in lieu.

13
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From the State papers iu the Royal Irish Academy vre extract the

follovin^: :

—

''In A.D. 1373 Ii(jbert Ilallywood had a grant of seven hundred

and forty pounds for his services in the wars of the County Kilkenny

and Carlow with the OTooles and the O'Byrnes, and was knighted by

the Duke of Clarence; and in a.d. 1377 was again required to march

against the O'Tooles and O'Byrnes.''

Somewhere about a.d. 1373 Lionel Duke of Clarence was recalled

to England, and a few years after Hugh O'Toole closed a successful though

stormy life.

'• Hugh O'Toole, lord of Imail, was slain a.d. 137C."
(
Vide "Annals

of the Four Masters.")

The details of this particular battle, in which Hugh Avent over to the

majoritv, have not come under oui- notice in oiu- researches among the

archives and State papers of the time, but the Four Masters' account of it

is sufficient evidence that he died the death which seemed to have

been established by the precedent of his ancestors as the regularly legiti-

mate one of the kings of Imayle, and that was, sword in hand, with his

face to the English foe. And this was the end (no doubt, if in his power,

the end he would have chosen) of the brave and valiant Hugh O'Toole,

worthy son of his worthy fathei-, Daive, and brave lather of his equally

brave son, Diarmid, who for forty-eight years after him Avielded the sceptre

in Imavle, and headed as its chief the Clan OToolc in many a victorious

battle.

Thus passed away full of years and honour Hugh OToole, king of

Imavle, and chief of his clan, who, during the long years of his reign, had

preserved the prestige of his dynasty, maintained the independence of his

clan helped to secure that same indeiiendencc for others, and ever had his

standard well to the front wlit-rc a blow could be struck in the interest of

his nation.

Immcdiatelv after the ub.-equies of Hugh were concluded, in the old

romantic burial ground of Kilrauelagh, the Clan elected and crowned as

kiu"' of imayle and chief of the Clan L'i Tuithail, his eldest son,
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124. Diannid Ua Tuathail, who was crowued and installed \ritli all

the imposing ceremonies customaiy to such solemn occasions in the year
of onr Lord 1.370. The festivities wore celebrated at Castle Euddery, on
the brow of Cnoc-na-Carriga, now called Park Hill, in the month of Glen
Imayle.

On his accession he found the Clan in a comparatively prosperous

state, their territory extending from Carnew to Donard, and from Kiltegan
to breezy Bray; but tliey had not regained the rich plains of Ui ]\Iuirediagh,

which had passed into the Fitzgerald family, through the marriage of one
of them ^vith De Riddlesford's grand-daughter. But in theii- Wicklow
territories they had sufficient, if permitted to enjoy it unmolested, and it

was always looked upon as a sacred duty by the Clan to punish severely

any attempt at molestation, a duty for the faithful discharge of Avhich

even their English chroniclers give them credit, and never once attribute

to them any lack in the -willing exercise of such duties when called on.

Before the death of Hugh, the Clan O'Toole and their allies had
fixed themselves firmly in the possession of their territories. Diarmid's

standard floated overuofeAver than six castles, viz., Castleruddery, Castle-

sallagh, Kiltegan, Carnew, Castlekevin, and Powerscourt, while in distant

lar Connaught, a branch of the family was governed by O'Toole from his

castle of Omey. The O'Mores felt as secure in Leix as Dimamase itself.

The river Barrow was banked for many miles of its course by the

O'Dempseys. The O'Tooles and the O'Byrues kept the glens and hills of

Wicklow inviolably sacred from the hated foot of the Saxon ; the

O'Kolans lorded it in Forth ; the IMacGilla Phadrings in Ossory, while

the MaclMurehos, O'Dorans. and, though last not least, the MacMurroughs

of Wexford, were ready as ever to take their stand in the cansc of

national freedom.

Trained nnder such a valiant father, associated with so bra-\-e and

warlike a court, heading a clan having such a brilliant record behind them,

and allied with chieftains equally gallant, and with clans no less powerful,

it is no wonder that at his coronation bright auguries were made for his

future, A brilliant career was allotted him and the Clan O'Toole by the
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loviug acclamations of his kiusnicn, in those days that lay before them,

and, personally, the youthful prince, who combined in a powerful frame

a mind of the most amazing activity and comprehension, gave ample

guarantee, that the success prognosticated would not be dimmed by any

failures or shortcomings on his part. The annalist says: "To his enemies

he appeared very fierce and terrible, but to his friends as gentle as a

child."

Under a.d. 1388 the Four ]\Iasters. writing of Diarmid's uncle, say :

" John Roe Ua Tuathail, lord of Hy Muirediagh was slain," and in

a note under the same year it is stated, " Hy Muiredaigh was the tribe

name of the O'Tooles, which they derived from Muircadach, the son of

Murcadh, son of Bran Mut, son of Conall, the tenth in descent from

Cathaii- Mor, monarch of Ireland."

O'Flaherty, writing of the incident, says—H. 2, 11 : "That this John

Eoe O'Toole was lord of Fera Caalan also, and that he was hosjiitalissimus

Hiberniae."

Wliile in MacGeoghegan's translations of the Annals of Clonmacnoise

the passage is given as follows :

—

"A.D. 1388. Shane Eoe OTwohaile, prince of O'Morie in Lynster, a

man of wonderful prowess and bounty, and went far beyond all others of

his kindred in those and many other good parts, was killed by a ehurle

of his own house. The chui-le was afterwards killed by (for) him immedi-

ately."

These were not the times, nor were Diarmid and his clan the people

to permit the rust of idleness to corrode their weapons, and Ave find that

on the first occasion he measured swords Avith the English jiower after

his accession, Avhere the united clans of Leinster, under Art Ivavanagh,

suffered a chock at the hands of James, third Earl of Ormond, at Tiscoffin,

near Shankhill, County of Dublin, in a.d. 1392, six hundred of the

A-aliant Irish Avere left dead upon the hill-side; but their blood ciied

not in A'aiu for A-engeanee, as Ave shall see in the sequel.

After a breathing space Ave find the O'Tuoles, O'Byrnes, and

Kavanaghs resuming hostilities, and this time acting on the ofl[ensive,
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canying the -war to the soiithwanl. M-hore tliey attacked the English of

NcAV Ross, and took the town, whic-li was well guarded b}- one hundred
and four crossbowmen, twelve hundred longbowmen, tAvelve hundred
pikenien. and one hundred and four horsemen, a force that in point of

military strength seemed to place it second to Dublin. "We can form
some idea, even though a remote one, of what the great resources and
military proM'ess of the united clans must have been, when able to

subdue such a very formidable force as tliis, fighting, moreover, from
behind their battleraented walls and entrenched positions.

The capture of Xew Eoss was a cheering omen to the Leinster clans,

and having razed its walls and towers to the ground, the victors retired

to their own territories, bringing with them gold, silver, and hostages,

thus solacing to a certain extent the widowed and orphaned hearts of their

people for the losses they liad sustained a short time before.

Just then the vainglorious king of England, Eichard II., made
his fii-st vi.'^it to Ireland, with a great display of pomp, power, and royal

splendour, such as had not been seen in Eui-ope for a long time. This, he

concluded, would fully enable him to accomplish the subjugation of the

Irish nation completely, forming his estimate, Ave suppose, after the

manner of the Eoman genei'al, who came, saw, and conquered ; and lest

the brilliancy of his train and the pomp of the pageant would not be

entirely able to bewilder and dazzle these stubborn Irishmen, he was not

without stronger and more conA'incing arguments also.

Early in October he lauded at AVaterford AA'ith an army of thirty

thousand bowmen, and four thousand men-at-arms. This Avas a force

that, from its numerical strength, AA'ould severely strain the military

resom-ees of England, had she to concentrate them on any given point at

a short notice, even in those present times, and AA^as considered in the days

of AA'hich we Avrite of such gigantic magnitude as to be sufficient to

overrun and conquer the strongest kingdom. This vast army AA'as trans-

ported across the sea in a fleet of three hundred ships or galleys;

and to administer greater eclat to the expedition, the king AA'as accom-

panied by all the chief nobles of England : his uncle, the Duke of Gloster,
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the youup: Eavl of !Marcli (heir-aiipareut to the tliroue), and of carls and

lords a goodly attendance, besides several prelates, abbots, and other

ecclesiastical dignitaries, and a vast number of attendants and servitors in

the royal train.

We all recollect that monarch of France, who, in the ballad, "Just

marched up the hill with thirty thousand men, and then marched down
again."

King Eichard's expedition differed from this in some particulars, that

while the poet recordeth not any casualties among the legions of the

French king who exliibited such a taste for pedestrianism, we may sur-

mise that the thirty thousand he took up returned with him ; but king

Eichard, whose taste lay seaward, was not as lucky in his aquatic excui"-

sion, for though he sailed over with far more than thirty thousand men,

he did not by any means "re-ship them all again."

On his arrival the king issued invitations to the Irish princes, which
were declined by the Leinster chiefs, whose clans refused to hare themselves

represented at the parley. King Art MacMun-ough would not come to

"court" to reason over the matter with the English king. Eichard sent

his Earl-Marshal to Ai't to point out his eiTor, and to give him an oppor-

tunity of reconsidering the matter; but this only made things worse, as

the chiefs of the clans O'Toole, O'Bp-ne, and Kavanagh, refused to

acknowledge the Earl-]Marshal at all, and sent him back to inform his

royal master that if they were to treat at all, it should be with the king

himself, as they could not self-inflict such an outrage on their own status

and dignity as to ti-cat with an inferior.

The receipt of this message at the English court, accompanied by the

brusque dismissal of their duly accredited envoy, did not tend to restore

the equilibrium in an atmosjihere that alreadv gaA^e positive indications of

'• stormy'' in the political barometer, and Eichard's rage Avas boundless,

lie. l]i(- mighty and tlic puissant monarch of England, at the head of his

sjilendid Cdhorts, surrounded by the elite of his nation, and, in a mood of

condescension, inviting these chieftains to enjoy his hospitality, and what
was his return ? Ecfusal—point blank refusal ! To be thus insulted by
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a handful of mountaineers ! Why, it was impossible they could be so infatu-

ated; but if it Avere really true, then let the kingly fiat go forth, that, in

reparation of this outrageous iusult, and as a prohibitory monition to un-
born generations, tliere shall not be left alive within the confines of

Leinster an O'Toole, 0' Byrne, or Kavauagh, Avho, in days to come, may
be able to point out this gloomy insult offered England's king. To arms!
To arms! therefore, proud yeomanry of fair Britain, and show these

liaughty, misguided clansmen the disastrous results of their own temerity

in thus bearding the British lion

!

And as the hungry SAvash-bucklers girded up their loins, and enjoyed
themseh-es in anticipation, both in the overwhelming slaughter of the

Irish, and the future enjoyment of their homes and lands, we make no
doubt they each and individually apportioned between themselves their

aggi'ieved monarch's wi'ongs, and wrought themselves into a white temper

of rage that was to fall so um-elentingly on the devoted heads of the

clansmen.

And how did the O'Tooles, O'Byrnes, and Kavanaghs demean them-

selves, with all these cumulative horrors being piled high as their own
mountain -tops above them? Did they seek shelter in flight? Did
they make overtures of pacification ? Did they exhibit any symptoms of

swallowing the leek ? Oh, no ! Diarmid O'Tuole and Art MacMurroxigh

were tbe -wrong men from whom to expect a display of the white feather.

And let the English hosts divert themselves by that imaginary consterna-

tion they were going to inflict upon them, tliey, "good, easy men, full

surely," simjoly solaced themselves by saying, "Let them come on; sure

we can only try and prevent them as well as we can." Whether they

succeeded or held their own the following pages endeavour to show.

King Eichard now, with his vast army, "on murderous tlioughts in-

tent,'' entered upon his tedious march, and he soon discovered, to his

chagrin, that the very vastness of his army—the necessary cumbersome-

cess of his camp equipage—Avas a source of actual weakness to him more

than of imposing strength. "\'\Tien he came among the Leinster bogs and

mountains, he found it almost impossible to advance. The country was
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strange aud most expressively hostile ; the commissariat arrangement for

sueli an enormous force was not only difficult, but was becoming abso-

lutely impossible ; every day made a M'ider gulf between the English and
their base of supplies

; there were no food depots on their route, nor
could any be obtained from the peasantry. The choice for the advancing
legions was far more varied —was far worse—than tliat celebrated one of

Hobson's, for with them it was either cut through impenetrable forests

without a vestige of a roadway—pass through impassable bogs, where the

semblance of a road was convincing proof of the vanity of human belief

—

only, perliaps, to emerge upon a mountain defile, defended with Spartan

lieroism by the fearless clansmen, who neglected no opportunity of treat-

ing their English visitants to a mountain hospitality worthy of their

errand.

jSTow, the weather broke with unwonted severity, and its rigours

were awful to endure. Food for themselves and fodder for their horses

now became the sole object of each day's labour on the part of King
Pilchard's "grand armee," and the procuration of these necessaries was
attended with so much difficulty that the military ardoui- and the spiiit

of combativeness completely gave way, yielding their places to the

more Aiilgar and non-politic cry: "Let us have food, lest we perish."

Aud M-ell might they rail at their hard fortunes. The Lagenians swept
oil everything in the way of food from their line of march ; they took

advantage of their knowledge of the coxmtry to swoop down on them at

the least expected moment, and in the most trying and disadA'antageous

positions; to give them sudden surprises by night, to entrap them in

ambuscades by day; to separate the cavalry from the foot; and by many
other stratagems and devices to thin their ranks and harass the stragglers.

In hue, King Eichard's splendid army lay a wreck among the Wicklow
bogs and mountains, where they were stuck fast ; while the vengeful and
victorious O'Tooles, CUyrnes and Kavaoaghs hovered round them, now
making a descent upon them to satisfy the individual cravings for revenge
by the outraged members of the clans, aud again, groA-\ing more daring

as each succeeding sally sped well, they ever and anon poiu'ed down upon
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thcni iu their united wrath, sweeping all before them iu a wild avalanche

of fury.

The proud and haughty Richard was now constrained to supplicate

those Lcinster elans he came to exterminate, and accordingly a deputation

of the English and the Lcinster Irish of the Tale waited on Ai-t Kavanagh,

Diarmid O'Toole, and The O'Bp-nc, tendermg to them their humble

apologies, and inviting them to a conference with his Majesty in Dublin,

where, if they would thus honour liim, he would be glad, as theii- royal

host, to extend his hospitality towards them, and they would learn from

him how highly their prowess in arms and valoiu- in the field were esti-

mated by England's sovereign.

Though we do not believe that the chiefs swallowed all this " soft

sawder," they permitted Eliug Eichard to make his way in peace to

Dublin, where he arrived, crestfallen and defeated, with the bare relics

of his grand army, the tattered rags of the gilt silli banners, the tawdi-y

finery of the crimson canopies, and other regal properties, with all the bril-

liant, imposing paraphernalia of glorious war that were trusted to have

dazzled the eyes of the septs, and frighten them into immediate submis-

sioQ, and that now, alas ! lay stained and weather-beaten in one confused

heap, resembling the cast-off finery of an itinerant showman's booth.

A few months afterwards Art :\lacMurrough Kavanagh followed

Eichard to the city of Dublin to enjoy that hospitality that was so lavishly

pressed upon him and his brother-chieftains. Diarmid O'Toole, upon this

occasion declined to accompany his faithful ally; and it would have been

well for Art, also, if he had refused to hold communion or intercourse with

them, save that unsocial friction which is obtainable by the crossing of

swords. Eichard had surrounded himself with some semblance of his^

former grandeur, and when Art arrived he found himself in the hands of

a treacherous and faithless foe. lie was seized and imprisoned on a charge

of conspiracy against the king of Eugland. ^severthelcss, Eichard did

not think if prudent to pursue his hatred to the extreme bitter end
;

lie

fought shy of putting Art to death, and, retaining three of liis ueighbour-

ing^'fellow-chieftains, who accomnanied him, as hostages, he eventually set
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Art at liberty, thus for ever disgracing his name by the cowardly and base

violation of tlie sanctity of tliat hospitality to which the noble, kingly

nature of Art had so freely and so frankly trusted. It is said that before

his release Art had to submit to some form of an apparent submission, and

to promise that in the future he would be more circumspect; but promises

made under such circumstances by Art included, no doubt, some mental

reservations of his own, and we fear he must appeal to the charity of his

countrymen for not having spared the English in his future no more than

in his past, for which we forgive him.

On a subsequent occasion the Leiuster chiefs narrawly escaped being

made the victims of another fearful example of Norman treachery. In

the guileless simplicity of their own open-hearted natures, Diarmid O'Toole,

Art Ivavanagh, and others of the Irish chieftains, accepted the invitation

of the barons of the Pale to attend a banquet to be given in their honour

in one of the Xorman castles borderiug on their territory.

Received most courteously on their arrival, the honoured guests were

treated -with every mark of respect, their English entertainers vieing with

each other as to who would be most attentive. Ushered into the banquet

hall, and as they were about to take their seats at the board, the quick

eye of one of their bards detected in the movements of some of the troops

in the court-yard outside, sufficient reason to cause him to suspect mischief

a-brewing. Hiding his emotion, he took up his '' clairscach,'' and as an

improvised air, he began to sing in their native Gaelic :
" Irish chieftains,

mind yourselves!" " Irish chief tains, mind yourselves 1" Suddenly the

chiefs catch the burden of the minstrel's lay, the horrors of their situation

flash before them, and they live their whole lives over again in the next

few minutes ; but su inured are thoy to danger, and so firmly strung their

nerves, that not by a twitching of the lip. an anxious glance of the eye, or

the slightest ruffle of the calm dignity of their demeannur. did they reveal

to their intended assassins that anything was suspected. Eotrnd went the

pre prandial goblet, and still as the soldiers ranged themselves behind them,

awaiting ouly the murderous si2:nal to fall on their defenceless foes, the
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cliieftaius sat ou, calmly circumspect, resolutely defiant, yet anxiously

ready to avail themselves of the slightest chance to escape.

Seizing a favourable pretext for reaching the court-yard, the -^vhole

of the Irish party rose as one man. So sudden and unexpected was their

movement, that they were on their horses before the baron and his attend-

ants realized the real state of affairs ; and those that strove to bar their

egress were in eternity before they had well put themselves in fighting

attitude, being cloven to the chine by the broad blades of the chiefs and

their followers, who, thi-ough the dead bodies of the soldiery, fought their

way almost from the graA^e to life and freedom.

We would imagine that Diarmid O'Toole and Art Ivavanagh would

have hardly needed any fresh lessons to convince them of English perfidy

)

as they had, particularhj Art, some very strong practical experience of it

already
; however, they could not now help plainly seeing that they were

dealing with faithless foes, upon whom the laws of honour and the sacred

rites of hospitality had as little binding effect, and were treated as de-

fiantly and violated equally with their imchristian non-observance of the

command in the Decalogue :
" Thon shalt not steal."

They then determined to declare war "a la mort," against the

English settlers of the Pale. And it was no idle bombastic declaration they

thus made ; nor was it any light struggle they thus inaugurated, the

proofs of which lie in the history of the Clan O'Toole and their gallant

allies during the next twenty years. The ablest generals of England

were sent against them, but their tactics were defeated and their general-

ship outmanoeuATcd by the strategy, valour, and intrepidity of these hardy

sons of the mountains, who dared and defied the full strength of England,

and proved themselves the victors in many a dearly-bought victory, and ou

many a bloody field, when bravely led by such commanders as the valiant

Diarmid OToolc, king of Imayle, and the bravu and fearless Art :\Iac-

MiUTOugh Kavanagh, king of South Lcinster.

Tlie " Four Masters'" tell us of a great battle fought about this

time.

"A.D. 139G. A great battle was fought, and a victory gained uy
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O'Toole over the Anglo-Irish and Saxons of Leinstcr, in Avliich the

English wore drcadfuU}' slaughtered, and .six score of their heads were
carried for exhibition before O'Toole, besides a great many prisoners,

and sjioils of arms, horses, and armour."

Tills must have been a complete victory for the Clan OToule, but the

historian does not locate the site of the battle. And a horrid, ghastly spec-

tacle was presented to Diarmid at its close, and one the revolting nature

of which Ave would be the first to condemn ; but, while so doing, we must
remember the peculiarly strong invitations for reprisals, for recent and con-

tinual outrages on the part of the English, which were offered to the Clan,

llevolting a sight as it was, the clansmen would liave told you that it was no

more than the barbarity that enabled the Dabliners to sit round the stake

and enjoy the writhing agony of Adam Dubh O'Toole, as the flames licked

round his twisting limbs, while they piled on the faggots that burned him to

death on a false charge.

It must have been painful to the princely natui-e of Diarmid to wit-

ness such a sight ; but did he exhibit any feelings of commiseration, his

rougher toned kinsmen would soon point out to him, that these were of the

men Avho dragged his kingly grandfather at a horse's tail, and mangled

his hoary head and aged Hmbs on the slaughter-block in their Dublin

shambks. They woiild not have failed to remind him of the worse than

murder thatAvas perpeti-ated on his young kinsman, the child-knight Mur-

certagh, and though shuddering at the hideousness of the sony show,

memory would bring before his mind in a gloomy and retributive retrospect,

where hundreds of the heads of his clansmen, from the spiked pedestals

of the Castle of Dublin, made mute appeal to him for revenge.

]!ATTLE or KELLS IX KILKEXXY.

In the next year avc find the allied clans attacking and taking from

the English the strongly fortified town and cnstle of Carlow, and in a.b.

1308. a short time after, the great battle of Keulis (Kells), in Ossory, was
won by the O'Tooles and the O'Byrucs ; and what appears strange in
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connection witli this great battle, that though "vve have accounts from foiir

authentic sDuvces, which we submit below, mention is made in none of

them of Art Kavanagh or ]iis clan boiug present at it, which is made stranger

still bj- the fact that the site of the battle is ver^- close to the Kavanagh
territories.

The Four Masters merely state under the year a.d. 139S, a battle was
given to the English by O'Byriie aud O'Toole at Kenlis (Kells), in Ossory,

in which the Earl of March was slain and tlie English were shiughtered.

In "Ware's "Aunils of Ireland," it is stated that in a.d. 1398,

"Edraord, Earl of March, the king's lieutenant, was slain, with divers

others, on St. Margaret's day, at Kenlis, in Leinster, by O'lirien and other

Irish-nen (the O'Tooles), and that Eoger Gray was then elected Justice of

Ireland.

The passage is given in the Annals of Clomacnoisc, as translated by
Macgeoghan, as follows :

" A.D. 1398, O'Broyn and O'Tnahall fought against the Englishmen,

where they killed the young carle, Avith many other Englishmea."

Another historian describes the battle in the following I'oseate way :

" It was midsummer, and the woods along the Ikirrow and the Xore

Avere green in their summer glory. All the natives of the forest looked

upon his march ; there grew the kindly oak, the melancholy yew, the

sujiple ash, the stately fir, the delicate aspen (g)od for staves), with their

secondary kindred, the elder, the ^^illow, the blackthorn, the witch hazel,

and the birch. Droves of swine herded under their boughs, feeding on acorns,

mast, and other wooden fare; the birds fluttered in the branches, and, un-

frightcncd by the hawk or falcon, sung their artless songs at the bidding

of beneficent Xature. Prince Eoger, Earl of ^Mareh, andheir-apparont to tlie

English throne, too, Avas full of strength and in the heat of youth, and so

he held upon his reckless way even over the Darrow aud into tlie ancient

Cameopulis (Kilkenny) itself. Uu liis march it seems hv was followed by

the O'Tooles and the O'Eyrnes, and their "Wicklow alli(^s.

The English, either in acceptance of a challenge, or in pursuit of the

Irish, who, perhaps, led a march in turn, were advanced into the district of
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Keulis, no-n- tlio barony of KcUs, beyond the Xore. Here, on the banks of

the stream called the King's Eivcr, the two armies met face to face, in

an open field, for the first time in this var. The numbers must

have been bet-vreen ten and tAvelvc thousand on each side. With Roger

(Earl of March), were Ormond and Grey ; with the O'Tooles and

the O'Byrnes and other Leiustermcn were Dermid O'Toole and O'Byrne.

It was the 20th of July, the Feast of Saint Margaret the Virgin. The

armies of the combatants were nearly equal, but the English had greatly

the advantage in armour. The Leinster princes were ' equipped at all

points ' in a manner that excited the admiration of the French cavalier

who has wi-itten the account (Froissart) of Richard the Second's expedi-

tion ; but the use of defensive armour had not been universally obtained

bv the Irish.

" The battle was long and bloody, but decisive
;
great numbers fell on

both sides, and among them the Earl of March, heir-apparent to the

English throne (who was disguised as a hobiler), and then in the twenty-

fourth year of his age."

Thus passed away the heir to that throne for which so many of his

ancestors bad sighed, the royal sceptre almost within his grasp, when

death, at the hand of an O'Toole, waved it away, and claimed him as his

own. In truth, an untimely eclipse of the rising sun of Eagland.

Great was the consternation the result of this battle spread through " the

Pale." The scattered remains of the army cowered for shelter under the

walls of Dublin, like so many sheep that a storm had suddenly blown

from a bare hill. Roger Grey was elected Lord Justice, and Archbishop

Cranley, despatched messengers to England, whither King Richard had

some lime previously gone, to gently break to him the sad tidings.

What a humiliation for proud England ! And how different an ending

to the hopes of her disappointed king I The Leinster septs found them-

selves now, in the spring of ]3'jy, masters of the situation, with their

nation as great as it had been in the days of their ancestors, or since the

sea kings established their Pale in Leinster in the ninth century; and

thev resolved that if it did not become greater, it should not become less.
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And how fared it with Euglaud ? Upon receipt of tiie disastrous intelli-

gence, the British lion howled forth as oulj- a member of the canine

species can hoMl, ^\hen any sad accident befalls its caudal appendage.

Eichard now swore a royal oath, that nothing less than the complete

annihilation of these O'Tooles and their allies would half appease his

wrath ;
but this failed to frighten the clans to any great extent—m fact,

if the process was to be anything like their former annihilation, the

O'Tooles rather enjoyed it, and Mere quite ready for more.

KING niCHAItn's SECOND INVASION OF LEINSTEP..

Another gi-and invading army was now embodied, and accompanied

as before by all that was grand and imposing in Church and State,

King Richard, at the head of thirty thousand men, arrived in "VYatprford,

on the 1st June, 1399. Six days after ari-iving he advanced in close

order to Kilkenny, and on the 23rd Jime, the very vigil of St. John, a

saint to whom Eichard was much devoted, he started towards CarloAV by

Leighlin bridge. He sent a message to Mac!Murrough to come in and

submit, and Art returned him for answer, that he denied his right to in

any way attempt to exact submission or obedience from him ; that he, as

king of south Leinster and chief of his clan, knew no master ; that the

wish of Eichard to deprive him of his kingdom by conquest Avas unlaw-

ful ; that he would only cease the defence of his clan, his kingdom, and his

allies with death, and that tliat was his final answer. Lravc words, Art,

true son of Cathair !Mor I

To back this i)ruud defiance which Art Mac]\Iurrough hurled indig-

nantly at the English king, he had three ihousand men of his own clan

in the field. The inunbers of the O'lSyrnes or the O'Tooles, with Diar-

mid at their head, that jonied him is not given. ISo doubt, though re-

spectable, they Avere nuuierieally far l)elow the Eniilish. Cretonne, says :

" They did not appear to be much afraid, but were resolved not to

give battle in the open."' Tiiey removed the cattle and corn, the women
and children, into the interior fastneisses, while they aAvaited him at Idrone.

His route was onwaids towards^ the eastern ccatt. Ai't and his confe-
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d("ratos retreated before him, hai'assing him fearfully day and night, carrying

off from his route evervthing edible for cither man or beast, and repeat-

ing, " (Je noi-r^^' all the tactics pursued by thorn with so much success in

the first expedition, so unlucky for Eichard. Ever and anon the English

archers got occasional shots at the clansmen, and some went down. This

was assuredly followed by an attack in the rear, and the Irish threw their

darts with such force, that haubergeon and plates Avere pierced through

and tlu-ough, and many a brave knight and man-at-arms fell to rise no

more. The uncle of MacMurrough having submitted, Eichard may have

hoped that the Leinster chiefs would follow ; but he was disillusioned on

the return of his second messengers from Art, who defied him more bitterly

than before.

The English king shaped his course for Dublin, while the allied

clans fell back on Wicklow as their great fortress. The horses of the

English now began to succumb. They could find no fodder but a little

green oats, and the exposure by night and day began to tell severely.

The general discontent now made itself audible, even to the ears of

royalty. For whole weeks five or six men had but a single loaf; knights

and squires, gentle and plebeian, fasted for days and nights together
;
daily

deaths made the camp a continual place of mourning ; but at last they came

in sight of the sea, where sone vessels laden with provisions sent from

Dublin were awaiting them, and so eager were the famished men for food

that they rushed madly into the waves to reach the ships.

The scene of this extraordinary incident we conjecture to be at or

near Arklow. The morning after the arrival of the stores, Eichard again

set forward for Dublin, determined to penetrate Wicklow by the Vale of

Avoca, and the other eastern vales that lead from the upper meeting of the

song-famed waters to Bray. He had not proceeded far on his march when

a Franciscan friar reached his camp as an ambassador from the Leinster

camp. This unarmed messenger, whose cowl history does not raise, en

the part of King Art, Diarmid O'Toole, and The O'Byrne, expressed a Avish

to treat with the royal head of Clan London through some accredited

agent, some nobleman that might be relied on, so that their anger, that
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had long been cruel, might be extiiiguishoJ. This announcement we may
well conceive, spread u:rcat joy in the E iglish camp.

A hair was ordered—a cuiiicil convi'ncd—when it was resolved

that De Spenser, Earl Gloueestur, diould be emp.Avered tu treat with tlie

Leinster princes. Do Spenser know something of the Gaelic cu-toms and

tongue, and was captain of the rcar-guurd upon this expedition, and now,
with 200 lances and 1.000 arcliers. all of whom Avere chosen men, lie set

out for the conference. Our guidt- also went M'ith them, as he liiraself

relates:

"Between two woods, at some distance from the sea (the Yale of

Avoca), I beheld ^1 ic^Iore and a body of the Irish, more than I can re-

member, descend the mountain. lie had a liorse without housing or

saddle, which was so fine and good that it cost him, tliey say, four hun-

dred cows, for there is little money in the country, whereas their usual

traffic is with cattle. In coming down it gallopeii so hard tliat in my
opinion, I never saw horse, deer, sheep, or any other animal (I declare to

you for a certainty) run with such speed as it did. In his right hand he
bore a dart which he cast with much skilL His people drew tip in

front of the wood, and these two, i.e., Gloster and King Art, like an out-

post, met near a little brook. He was a fine, large man, Avondrously

active. To look at him, he seemed very stern and savogc, and an old

man. He and the earl spake of their doing—recounting the evil and in-

jury 3Iac!More and his allies had done the king at sundry times, and how
they a!l foreswore their fidelity, when wrongfully, without judgment, they

most mischievously put to death the courtenus Earl t,f March at Ivculis.

Then they exclianged much discourse, but did not come to any agreement.

Tliey took short leave and hastily parted, aul the earl rotiinio,!. ti;wards

King Ilichard."

This interview soiaiis to have tal^en pi ice at an (ipeiiiiiLf of the Tale

of Arklow (at the Vale of Avoca), now called Glcu Art, from that

incident.

The ambassador returned to King Kichurd, who was impatiently

awaiting him, and the iniormation he had to give him of tlie failure of his

14
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mission was not likel3- to improve the sweetness of his temper. His face

gi-ew pale with anger, and lie swore in great wrath, by Saint Edward, tliat

he would never depart from Ireland until, alive or dead, he had Kavauagh,

O'Toule, and O'ljyrne in his hands. "Swear not at all" is a Scriptural

exhortation, equally applicable to the monarch and the peasant, and

Richard's oadis on the i)resent occasion did not come to much, as subse-

quent events will disclose.

Before finally leaving this interesting conference between the Earl of

Gloster and Art, Diarmid, and O'Byme, we place before our readers the

following description of the interview, as taken from an old painting ( Vtde

Strut, Ilegal and Ecclesiastical Antiquities of England, p. 17):

" MacMurrough has a light pink robe over his shoulders, and the

figure next him (O'Toole) is in a red robe and white cap, and the thii-d

(O'Bvrne) is in a blue robe with a red cap."

The'vignette of the scene in Moore's " Ireland," vol. iii., is engraved

from an illumination to Creton's Chronicles.

King Eicliard continued liis march to Dublin, where he arrived,

crestfallen and fatigued, vowing the direst vengeance on the O'Tooles,

O'Byrnes, and Ivavanaghs, reserving a special vial of his wrath for Art

MacMurrough Eavanagh, who was the commander-in-chief of the allied

lA'inster clans during' the late engagements. He swore roundly he M'ould

not leave Ireland until lie would chastise these haughty clans; and as for

Art MacMurrough, as a iu;irk of special attention, he offered "a hundred

marks in pure gold"' to auyono who would bring him to Dublin Castle,

" dead or alive." Art must have felt a jiroud man to be thus publicly

r.^ndered such an appreciative mark of the English king's wishes iu his

respect ; liut the defiant prince of Lcinster took little notice of those pnw

I lamations. Moroover. the English forces had commenced a new cam-

iiULi'n. Tiieir nrinv. divided into three attacking corps, was sent out to

liarass and pi'cv np'iu the neiu-lihourins: chiefs; but with no greatci' success

than the burning and laying iu ruins what remained of the city and

rhurclies of Glendalougli.

Their revelries and rejoicings over this slight victory were ruthlessly
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interrupted by the arrival of sinister news from England, -where a formid-

able rebellion had broken out, headed by the banished Lancaster. Eichard
|

marched soutliward with all speed to take shipping at AVaterford, from !

whence he embarked for England, but arrived too late. His campaign
|

against the O'Tooles, O'Byrues, and KaA'anagh> had cost him his croAvn, !

and GA'cntually his life, had changed the dynasty in England, and seated
j

the house of Lancaster upon the throne ; while the invincible Ai't Mac
Aliirrough, upon Avhose head he had set a price, reigned over his territory,

preserving it inviolate, and maintaining the brilliancy of his fame to the

very last, ignominiously defeating every expedition sent against him and

his gallant allies. He died at Xew Eoss on the 12th January, a.d. 1417,

in the sixtieth year of his age.

"He -was," say the Four Masters, "a man distinguished for his hos-

pitality, kno-wledge, and feats of arms ; a man fi;ll of prosjierity and

royalty ; a founder of churches and monasteries by his bounties and con-

tributions."

In fine, our history enumerates no braver soldier, no nobler character,

than Art MacMurrough Ivavanagh, Prince of Leinster.

But how fared it with the O'Tooles since Eichard's departure and

death ? It mattered little to the Clan O'Toole, and indeed to the Irish in

general, in those days, as well as now, who reigned in England ; for

quarrel thej' ever so bitterly among themselves, they agreed most cordiallj^

in uniting in their hatred to Ireland, and always managed to spare from

their internal wars a contingent to maintain the persecution of the Irish,

especially the Chins O'Toole, O'Byrne, O'Xeill, and O'Donnell ;
and so we

find them at their work acrain in 14U2. and recorded in the btate papers that:

''The Mayor of

armed citizens, marcl

countered in battle

Avliere four thousand

heads spiked on the g.ttes of Dublin Castle.

"Tor this service the citizens re-elected Drake their mayor for the en-

suing year, while Daniel O'Byrne (chief of his se^jt) tendered his alhgi-

Dublin,
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aucG and liis castle of MacKinigau to the king." Probably the English

settlers in Dublin liad dishoiiourod their ougagenicnts to pay the O'Toolos

their annual tribnle. and tliat the O'Toules Avere over deinou^trative in

gutting them to liqnidate their dishonoured acceptances, and hence tlie re-

taliation on the part of the citizens ; and we do not at all -wonder at the

compliment paid Drake, as far as tlie mayoralt}* was concerned, because it

Avas so very seldom such a success had to be recorded iu their favour tJiat

the exuberance of their spirits found a very mild vent after all. Eight

years after this event, encouraged, no doubt, by the success of Drake,

says Ilairis :

'• Thomas Butler, Prior of Kilmainham, then Lord Deputy to the

Duke of Lancaster, marched into the country of the O'Tooles with LoOO
kcriis, and was strengthened by the citizens under the command of Piobert

Galan, then Mayor of Dublin. Upon their approach to the encmj e'glit

liundrcd of their kerne deserted to the Irish, so tliat if the garrison

had not b(jen at hand it might have j^roved fatal to the Lord Deputy, who
by that means made an orderly retreat."'

A sore humiliation for the prior, Avho, doubtless, hadbeen more fittingly

engaged at his prayers with the Knights Temidais at Kilmainhani, if

English statutes had not tauglithira that a mere Irishman Avas little better

t!iau a heathen Turk.

Tin: iiATi'LL ur atii croe, a.h. 14 1G.

liut the Clan OToole was not o-oing to let the matter rest here,

and niustoi-ing their strength they swooped down on the Dubliners,

and I'ncinnpL'd in vt'iy di-^aeroeahlr proximity to poor Prior DutJer

at Kilm:iiHh;im. Fruni here they ]icnetrated into the jdains north

I'f the city, making repri^al^ by preying' on the sheep and cattle of the

citiz^'us, tlins applyiuL: ihc duftrin of self-compensatiuu for the non-pay-

lacnt nf tlieir 'axes, and ri'turning with interest the injuries that hadbeen
infiic ed by the E;igli-h of the Pale in their recent raid on the territories

of the clan. The English and Anglo-Insh, under the eye of their prince,
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marched out to intercept and dislodge them on their rccrossino; the Liffey

at Inchicore. The Euu;Ush troop? were marihallod in four division?. The

first was led by the Duke of Lancaster in person ; the scsonl by the

veterin knii^ht Jcnecao D'Artois; the tliird by Sir E hvard Porrers, an

English knight (Kilmainliam) ; the fourth by Sir Thomas Butler, Prior of

the Order of St. John (afterwards created by Henry YL, for his distin-

guished services. Earl of Iviluiain).

With the O'Tooles were allied the O'Byrues to oppose this formid-

able array ; but we ha^-c no mention in the State papers of the time of Art

Kavauagh or his clan being engaged in this battle. The numbers on each

side could hardly fall short of ten thousand men, and the action may

be fairly considered as having been one of tlie mast decisive of those

times, ending in a complete Adctory for the O'Tooles and 0"Byrues. The

duke was carried back to Dublin wounded ; the slopes of Inchicore and the

valley of the Liffey were strewn with the dead and dying ;
the river at

that point obtained from the Leinster Irish the significant name of " Ath-

Croe" (ford of slaughter), while the widowed city was filled with lamen-

tation and dismay. The victorious clans retired to tiicir mountain homes

carrying with them much prey and booty, and were allowed to live in

peace unmolested by the English for a long time after, such was the re-

spect with which their would-be assailants had learned to treat them.

Diarmid O'Toolc, prince of Imaile and chief of the clan, was com-

mander-in-chief at this great battle, his brothers Fclimdh and John, Lord

of Imaile, being co-ordinate leaders (his brother Aedh had died a few years

before of a dreadful plague). Of this period of the history of the clan a

very enlightened writer of the present day says :
" The facts hoav laid be-

fore the reader Avill, it is presumed, convince him that the Clan OToole

was one of the bravest that ever disputed the advancement of the English

power in Ireland. Indeed," he adds, '• when we consider the proximity

of their country to the metropolis, and the incessant efforts made by the

English to A\Test it from them, m'C cannot but admire the persistent hero-

ism they exhibited, and the loving tenacity with which they clung to their

native "lens and mountains. In the course of a few years after the first ar-
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rival of tlic Anglo-Xormans they parcelled out aiiioug themselves the rich

laud lying irarafidiatoly on the banks of the Liffey ; but. as Ave have seen,

neither they nor their descendants had the same good fortune south of the

Dublin mountains, -whore the O'Tooles held their otvu during the reigns

of nine English sovereigns, -who styled themselves 'Lords of Ireland.'"

This is especially noteworthy when we call to mind the resources of

the colonists, their more enlightened policy, their better military system

—

in a word, all those superior advantages which ought, but yet did not. make
the subjugation of the tribes of the Leinster highlands a matter of com-

parative ease. And still we find that more than two centuries had yet to

elapse before that long-desired end could be obtained—centuries of un-

lawfiil hostilities only interrupted by treacherous subterfuges still more

base, and thi-ough which the O'Tooles bravely and proudly bore them-

selves, casting no discredit on the fair fame of their forefathers, and hand-

ing down from sii'e to son, as the dearest memories that an untoward fate

had left them, their glorious records of the past, and theii- imbroken and

never-dying hatred of their English plunderers.

Here it may be opportune, while the O'Tooles arc left in the com-

paratively peaceful enjoyment of the beauties of their native glens and

valleys, and the solenm grandeur of their majestic moimtains, to put the

reader in possession of some of the vicissitudes of Castle Kevin, which for

many centuries was the residence of the lords of the Fertire (Tartry).

This historic edifice, ruins of which are still well kno-\ATi, stood hard by

Ath-na-moe (/.c, the coav's ford), and is in close jiroximity to Gleuda-

lough, and the lakes Dan and Tay. Of the exact date of its erection we
are, unliappily, ignorant, but there is good reason for assigning it to

the beginning of the twclith century. Avheu the O'Tooles Avere driven out

of the I'i Muiredhagh. or. as it is now called, O'Murthc. Further on avc

I'cad in the State papers that in the year 130S the Ticeroy "\^'ogan, Avith

a strong force, attacked the O'Tooles in this idace. but Avas shamefully

put to flight after losing some of his best knights. In the same year of

our Lord, Pierce Gaveston, Earl of Cornwall, and favourite of EdAvard the

Second, Avas appointed Lord Deputy. Avith most ample powers for remov-
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ing offici;:ls, aud tlie presenting eeclesiastics to benefices ^vitliin the king's
gift. His deputyship avus brief, not quite a year, but during it lie had
some hard fighting M-ith the Clan, and succeeded in marching as far as

Castle Kevin, Avhich, it is said, lie rebuilt. He has also got credit for

having cut passes through the woods from Castle Kevin to Glendalougii,

and for having made a thanksgiving in the Cliurch of St. Kevin for his
" insignificant victories."

'Tis likely enough that he assisted at the '• Te Doum'' in that beauti-

ful little oratory "svhich a stupid and persistent ignorance M-ould have us

believe was the saint's kitchen, but wishing to steer clear of the disputed

paths of antiquarian lore, and granting that the earl did join in the an-

them of rejoicing, we have it on the best authority that a short time after,

the O'Tooles and O'Byrnes, totally ignoring his tastes for pious intona-

tions, drove him ruthlessly forth, and. if he would chant, let him sing the
" De Profundis" as plaintively as he list on his way back to Dublin.

We shall not at present dwell more diffusely on the history of Castle

Kevin, but inform the reader that in this Castle Kevin Theobald OToole,

eldest son of Diarmid, the hero of Atlieroe, took up his abode, and it con-

tinued to be the stronghold of the O'Tooles of Fertire until the confisca-

tion of James I., in the seventeenth century, when it was demolished by

Ihe guns of Mountjoy, and at a subsequent period had the honour of re-

ceiving some of those polite attentions so lavishly bestowed by Oliver

Cromwell on our Irish fortresses. Xothing remains of it now but the

buttresses, and even these were lately undermined by a gentleman of the

name of Keogh, who was impressed with the idea that great treasures l.iy

hidden beneath the ruins. Success not crowning his efforts he caused the

excavations to be discontinued, and it now stands a melancholy monument
of the once powerful clan that possessed it and the surrounding country.

But it answers another and more useful purpose besides being a memento

of the mournful past— it is to the loA'or of Ireland and tlie hater of her

oppressors as a beacon that casts its lurid liglit far back over the blood_y

pages of his country's wrongs ; it reminds him of the ruthless persecution

of that and all the other noble clans, and it stimulates him to go forth, and,
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in that walk of life <o wliicli the Almiglity has allotted him, to cheerfully

perform a man's part in the noble struggle of placing his beloved country

once more '• among the nations of the earth.''

"U'ell may the reader of B3-ron, as he passes beneath the noAV lonely

buttresses of Castle Kevin, be reminded of Childe Ilaruld, and exclaim

:

" Clime of the unforgotten brave !

"Whose laud from plain to mountain cave

"U'as freedom's home or glory's grave.

Shrine of the miglity ! can it be

That this is all remains of thee ?'"

The district of Fertire consisted of over fifteen thousand acres

in the upland regions of the present barony of XeAveastle, and was
subsequently erected into the manor of Castle Kevin. Eut there was an-

other tract of country called Feracualan, adjacent to Fertire, which had
special charms for the lord of Imaile. who, no doubt, combining his love

of the picturesque with his appreciation of the goodly nature of the soil,

resolved that it should henceforth be part and parcel of his principality.

Fertire and Imaile were to a certain extent rugged, iiuinvitiug regions

—

mere mountain fastnesses—but Feracualan was beautiful as a poet's

dream. It stretched over an area of five miles long by four miles broad,

from BaruacuUian, by east and south of Glass-na-mucky brakes, to Pal-

callion, by west of "Windgates, near Delgany, and contained within its

limits Kilpeter, Kilcoolyu, Onagh, Ballycarty, Temple lieggan, Kilgaran,

Ath-na-crewc, Ballinbrone, Kiltegar, and Monastery. Above this district

stood up like lifted spears Bcanagh Mor and Bcanagli Beg (the great and
little peaks), for so were they called till in recent times some imaginative

sugar refiner named them after the staple of his craft. Singularly re-

markable features are these two mountains in this loveliest of landscapes,

and witli truthful application did the Irish call them spears—''The Golden

Spears"— for when the setting sun pours his last rays on the purple heather

that clothes their sides they do present a strikingly close resemblance to

those burnished weapons which the Celts used in warfare. But the chi^'f
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and most exquisite attraction of the district was and over slrall be that

delightful, that lieautiful. ravine whose prinr.tivc appellation has happily I

escapsd modoruiziug debasement, and is still preserved in the Celtic name
i

" Dargle'' (Gleu of^Oaks). !

If a man were to bo held excusable for feeling proud at the beauty of

the things of this vain and transitory world, Avhich the beucticenee of an

all-wise Providence had placed at his disposal, the entertaining of such a

thought were i:)ardouable on the part of The O'Toole, lord of Imailc, For-

tire, and Feracualan when first he wound his way adown the basky slopes

which overhang that sweetest of dells, where Dame iN'ature seemed to have

selected a site for her special boudoir.

"What pleasing contrasts and novel beauties reveal themselves to him

at every step. Masses of jagged rock, in. whose crevices the forest king

had struck his gnarled roots, now flooded with sunlight, now softened with

sombre hues, anon glowing with the richest tints—bloom and verdure

sweetly commingled with ferns and wild flowers in all their native luxuri-

ance, while the air was rendered balmily refreshing by the delicious cool-

ness M-afted round from the spray of that graceful cataract, while it leaped

from crag to crag, and, finally, tiring of its gambols, flashed across its

rocky bed towards the mighty ocean.

In this part of the O'Toole territory was the tribe of the O'Cosgraighs;

but they had to give way. and either amalgamate themselves with the

sept (as did the O'Teigues in Glen Imaill), or seek a settlement elsewhere.

There can be no doubt, therefore, that long before the English invasion

the Clan O'Toole held undisputed possession of Feracualan, and justly re-

garded it as one of the choicest appendages of their principality, a striking

proof of which occurs to us in passing: that, in the year of our Lord 1031,

the Danes were defeated at Delgany by Augaire, or Hugh Ua Tuathail

(O'Toole).

\Ve know that De la Poure (or I'ower. as it is spelled), one of Strong-

bow's companions, settled down here and built a castle, after whom the place,

to the present day, is called ; but we also know that The OToole soon

drove him out, nor did the fact of De la Poure's only having recently brought
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;i Touiig wife home to grace his castle cause The 0' Toole of that day to stay

the eviction. This apjoarent lack of gallantry can only be excused by the

exigencies of a man -wanting to get possession of his own. O'Toole took

up his residence in the new castle, probably finding it more commodious

than his ancestral home at Fassaroe, although it certainly did not com-

mand such a beautiful aspect. It may, indeed, be easily supposed that The

O'Toole considered himself just as hajipy and secure in his mountain fast-

nesses, with such beautiful scenery round him, as did his forefathers ere

they were driven from their verdant lauds of O'Murthie by the strong

hand of Walter de Eiddlesford.

Standing within the shadow of that mysterious cromlech-tomb of primi-

tive warrior, or rude sacrificial altar, whichever it may have been, what a

splendid panorama lay spread out before him I In the glorious summits of

the mountains on his right; the Golden Spears on his left; those huge masses

of rock upheaved, as it were, by some terrible couA^ulsion of the infant world

which the Celts called '"Skelligs," the etymon of "scalp," at his back.

Casting his eyes downwards were primeval forests; glades musical with

the voices of many waters; a chain of raths standing out against the

clear blue sky, and in close proximity to each other ; thickets affording

the red deer abundant covert, and verdant fields, where countless herds

could pasture, or the tiller of the soil might reap the golden grain without

much sweat of brow. And to enhance the loveliness of the landscape

(perhaps it were more correct to write, to consecrate it), on either side

were ancient oratories, almost coeval with the first preaching of Christi-

anity in Ireland—rude structures, it is true, but hallowed b_\ hermit and

sage, who could nowhere find spots more sequestered for a life of prayer

and contemplation. Almost within sight of that immense bold ruck, said

to have been the dwelling-place of Ollager, one of the Ossianic heroes,

stood the cell or oratory of Egar, of whose life, unhappily, we have no

record; a shoit dist:incc ihcnco. Cill-Tcrnan; but the most venerable of all

those sacred edifices was Cell-^Ioehonoc, of which we shall liave occasion

to write more fully Avhon we come to speak of the confiscation of The

O'Toole's lands of Glencap. or Glen oi the Downs (us it is now callctl).
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But Diavmuid was uot to rcmaiu in peaceful possession of these lands,

the beauties of whicli we have made a poor attempt at portraying, and

at Avhich the English citizens of Dublin and Palesuien of the ]\Iarches

often threw wistful and covetous eyes ; so preparations were made on a

large scale for a grand descent upon the peaceable inhabitants of the

O'Toole country, as we see by the State papers. Rot. in Cane. Ilib.

:

"In the year 1412 the king appointed John Walsh, Thomas Wallace,

and others, to prevent the exportation of grain on the (Wieklow) coast,

from Bray Ilead to the Xanny "Water." Boycotting, this, with a ven-

geance I

A.D. 1414. Henry T. sent Lord Furnivall as his lieutenant to Ireland,

"who brought the O'Tooles, O'Byrnes, Ivavanaghs, &c., &c., to live in

peace."—(See Bed Book of Exchequer.) How that was accomplished it

is not stated, but the natural deduction we draw from it is that they -were

at peace because they were let alone, and perhaps Lord Furnivall lacked

not that very useful quality of prudence [verhum saj)).

Now that peace prevailed along the whole line of The O'Tooles' terri-

tories through that beautifully-diversified country from Glen Imaile to

the strand of breezy Bray, can we sujipose that The O'Toole regretted,

either for himself or his posterity, the loss of his ancient patrimony by the

Barrow ? Assuredly not, for he must have felt that among these moun-

tains he had founded a home from which it would be difficult, if not im-

possible, to expel him. In tlic loM-lauds once owned by his fathers he

would have now been little better than a nomad ; for it is notorious that

the inhabitants of extensive plains always exliibit a nomadic tendency, and

are never overmuch attached to the place of their birth. Better soil, in-

deed, may be had in this desci'iption of country, but they lack those fea-

tures that render m(n-e diversified land so endearing, and Avithout which it

is impossible to love them, their other good qualities notwithstanding.

For instance, let an army lay waste a tame, flat district, burning down its

Avoods and thatched dwellings, Avhat remains to the peasant of this level

country ? Literally nothing. But let the land of the mountaineer be

subjected to the same ordeal, and how fares it with those palpable and
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iudestructible forms that incct liim at every point? The e-raecful outline of

the hill^. tlie relieving; shade of tlie plons. the mnsic of the stream mur-
muring througli the verdant meado-\v, the cataracts' crash, as it tumbles it-

self down the slieor sides of the cliff, the path I hat wiuds round some huge
hhick of CT'iiiite to Lis mountain home—all these preserve their unchang-

ability amid the din of strife and hoiTors of '.rar. Such surroundings from

childhood become graven on a man's memory, haunt him in his dreams,

and become jtart, as it M-ere, of his individuality ; and to such a man the

monuments of a city, no matter hoAV grand, how ancient, will never re-

''.ompense him for the loss of those cherished associations of his native

nook in the hills. Ask him how does he account for this peculiar feeling,

and all he can offer in explanation is that those mighty wonders of nature

have impressed themselves more vividly and lastingly on his remembrance,

and are dearer to his affections than the suLlimest works of man's genius

ever could be.

Kow the lands comprised in Imaile. Fertire, and Feracualan were des-

tined to be not only tlie home of The O'Toole, but the country of his child-

ren's children in the strictest sense of the word. A love of the territory

was to be perj^etuated from sire to son, not alone by local associations and

reciprocities, which wore a consequence of their partial isolation, but by
the far more potent influences of those ancient laws, language, and usages

to which they clung with undeviating fidelity for more than five hundred

years, despite the efforts of eighteen English monarchs, who left nothing

untried to accomilish their aboliticn.

This country, which shall in future be known a? the O'Toole country,

was in after years (during the reign of Queen Elizabetli) created into a

slure or county, and called ^Yicklow, which word is but another form of

" Wigginge Louglr'—that is, " Ship Lough," a Scandinavian compound,

for the Northern pirates often moored their galleys there in the eighth,

tenth, and eleventh centuries, when they came to anticipate the ruffians of

the En:^lis]i iJefurmation, in despoiling the temples of God, and laying

waste the monasteries.

Cravinir the indulircnce of the reader for this digression, we return to
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the fortunes of the OToolos, avIio Avere enjoyin- a comparative peace

while the ZuulLsli wore ti-litiu- amouizst thoMisolvrs aiioiit the resp-etive

beauties of the red and Av'uite roses, the insignia of the rival houses of

York and Lancaster.

Thi'se inteinal M'ars of England, histiiig as they did quite a century

(from A.D. 1420 to a d. lG20j, during Avhieh time the English people were

puM-orless to ut'tor any tangihle r-'si-tmee, afforded the grand opportunity

for Ireland to shako oft' their yoke, an opportunity neglected then, as it has

often been since; and, Avitii nations as with individuals, Ave fear that the

repeated iguornsg of such gulden chances leads to the non-possibility of

their again recurring. AVith England distracted, torn, Avasted, and para-

Ivzed by a protracted civil war—with the lords of the Pale equally dis-

united and comparatively helpless—had the Irish princes united and made

an eft'ort, they might easily have swept from the land every vestige of

foreign rule. The chaiu which in after years was so tightly strained as to

raukle and fester the limbs it bound, now hung so loosely around them as

but to rcquii-e the slightest rousing from their lethargy to shake it oft'

for ever. Literally, indeed, they had but to v/ill it and they were free.

But alas '. it was not so. liut no practical good can be no\v attained by

our idly lamenting over it ; better turn attention to current events, and be

ready to take advantage of such opportunities as they aft'ord, and, though

they be not as favourable now as they were in the days of which we \vrite,

let us hope that by exhibiting a q\iick intelligence to grasp and a ftrin

tenacity to hold them, such as they are, we M-ill ultimately be able to

achieve that loug-defi-rred but sure-to-bc-altained h<'pe of eacli true Irish-

man's heart, the independence of his country.

In tliMM' days the (.'lau O'To.do enj.ax.d the blessings of " Home

Lule" in their fullest and widost extent, but the record.- ol their parlia-

ments, with their other archives, have all pori-hod in the common coutla-

giMtions and destruclioii of their castles, monasteries, and conAciits, Avhich

followed in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Tiieir country was

in the true sense of the term a tcr/'u au-of/)iil(t as far as hi.-tuiian> of

the present day are concerned, and whatever intormatiou we can get must
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of necessity be obtained from sucli iioUuted and prejudiced sources as the

archives of their enemies, preserved in ihe BermiuL,^ham Tower, Castle of

Dublin, the Public Eecord Office, Dublin, or Fetter Lane, London ; some

lately published, some still in manuscript, all possessing this advantage,

that Avhen presented to the impartial reader verbatim, and -without being

subjected to any dilution or process of filtration, they certainly will not

be open to the charge of having been written with any great tendency to

show forth the character of the Irish in the most flattering terms.

Lest the Clan O'Toole may be thought by our readers to have spent

all this time in the effeminate arts of peace, to relieve them from what

they would, no doubt, have considered the obloquy of such an accusation,

and to show that they had a few affairs with the English by way of keep-

in 2: their hands in practice, -we again have recourse to the State papers.

We find them, in 1419, swooping down on the Palesmen, and lifting

a prey of four hundred cows. Whether this was to make reprisal for

some injury done, or to enforce payment of the tribute to which they were

entitled, we do not laiow. The State i^apers merely say: "In 1419

O'Toole .... took four hundred cows belonging to Ballymore, thereby

breaking the peace, contrary to his oath."—(Sec Marlborough Chronicles.)

A blank is left after OToole, so that we are left in ignorance as to the

cau.'^e of O'Toole breaking his oath of peace.

Wc also find by the same State papers that a short time before the

Wwz had ordered a strong ward to be placed here to guard the marches

Irom the O'Tuoles and the O'Byrncs. lie also commanded Maurice Earl

of Ivildare, to strengthen and maintain his possessions at Kildare, Eath-

iiiore and Lallvmore, under jicnalty of forfeiting the same and other

estates granted to his grandlathor (see lint, in Cane. Ilib.), so that at

bej-t the'peace betwoeu O'Toolo and the I'aksmen was only superficial.

In 1422 the C>iuncil of Dublin Castlo directed that on account of the

jiotorious vnr wa-cd by tlio (J'Toulos on the liciiciuen of the counties of

Dublin and Ivihlaro. the f-anie fuiccs of mcn-at-anns and archers should

be continued as licrotofore to ojipnsc them, and the same subsidy raised.—

(See Hot. in Cane Ilib.) And again, in 1420, by writ reciting that
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Sir John Sutton, Lord Lieutouant of Ireland, had hitcly made a successful

incursion on the O'Byrnes, of the County of Wicklo^v, at his o-wii ex-

pense, for -which the sheriff of this county and its crosses Tvas ordered to

provide one hundred carts of victuals, eight hundred men Avitli axes and

bundles of wood; one hundred men with iron tools (not O'Tooles), and
two hundred men with caltrops, together \\ith victuals for six days, under

penalties wliich had been ineurred by liis neglect in that behalf ; all said

penalties were by the king directed to be forthwith paid to the said Lord

Lieutenant.—(See Eot. in Cane. Ilib.)

This was an effort on tlie part of the Viceroy to make a road through

the O'Toole country, from Bray through the Glen of the Downs, to the

O'Byrnes' country, castle MacIIioegan (now Xewtowumouutkennedv), the

O'Byrne of that place having lately submitted to English rule.

The O'Byrnes of that period do not appear to be as valiant—any -way

they -were not as successful—in thoir -wars -with the English as tho

O'Tooles, or as the O'Byrnes of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries,

as -we shall see -when -we come to that period—when they were led by the

brave and valiant Feach McEugli O'Byrne, chief of the Clan Ranalagli.

The O'Byrnes being further away fnnn the Pale than the O'Tooles, did

not come into close contact with the English so often, and the brunt of the

battle having to be borne by the O'Tooles, its fiercest edge -was tempered

before it reached the O'Byrnes" length, which may account more or less for

the latter's effeminacy. ]\Iany M'cre the fierce and bloody battles the

Clan O'Toole had -with these same ralesmeu up to the time of Henry VIII.

and Elizabeth, especially M'ith the Fitzgcralds and Talbots, in whieli

the O'lU'rnes took no part, these Talbots seeming to keep a partieidar eye

on the O'Toole and his territories, till they succeeded iu getting aliiin.st

complete possession of them.

Soon after the English invasion of Ireland, branches of the Tallxit

family obtained cousid'-'rable grants in the eonnties of Lublin and I\Ieath,

and their chivalrous spirit could not select (says M. Dalton) a theatre more

calculated for its constant develojnnent than Belgard. It -was the border

fortress of the Pale—the great barrier against the incursions of tho moun-
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tain clans, the O'Tooles and the 0'13\-mes—and often in these deep glons

and -wild passes that intervened, did tlie lords of Belgard and tlie chief-

tains of Imaile and Powerscourt moasure their strengrh in alternate tri-

umphs. Sometimes the sudden encounter and the furious onset would

prevail against orderly array and disciplined valour, and the cr( sshow -u-as

cloven do-wn by the battleaxe. On the other hand, and on more frequent

occasions, the garrison of the castle -would penetrate the defiles of the

hills, and carry desolation by fire and sword into the fastnesses of tlie in-

domitable Irishry of ^ieklo-w.

In truth, the history of Belgard, and its Avars -with the O'Tooles, if

rescued from the dust in which the reaords of Ireland are suffered to

moulder, -would furnish one of the most interesting pictures of the State

government and of society in Ireland from the twelfth to the sixteenth

century. "SVe find so early as 137G that Eichard Talbot, of Malahide, was

at the Parliament, or rather Council, convened at Baltinglass for the pur-

pose of treating on terms of peace with the O'Byrnes, O'Tuoles, O'Xolans,

and Mae^Iurroughs. lie was afterwards Sheriff of the County of Dublin
;

and from that time the Talbots never ceased to throw covetous eyes on the

territories of the O'Tooles, and by constantly harassing them, and waging

unjust war on them, thej^ succeeded in obtaining a foothold among them.

Having themselves first appointed Seneschals of the 0' Byrnes' and part cf

the O'Tooles' country, they subsequentl}' got possession of more of the

(•l;ra>' t.n-rit )ry from the king, naming it, after themselves, the Baronies of

Upper and Lower Talbotstown, which name it bears to the present day.

Th'^y went so far a-> to have themsclvos named guardians of the young

O'Toolr. when he became a ward in Chancery, as was the case of young

Arthui- ( )"Tuole, of Castle Kevin. They ke;)t these estates in their possos-

si:)a uitil t'.iG time of the Cro-.n-vellian suttleni'Mit, wiicn, not being able

to swallow th-' poisouDUS pill of conforniing to Protestantism, they had to

disgorge these l.nids of The OTooles, with others, till at last they have

dwindled down to one family of n')to, anJ even that one has lost the faith.

During the reiirn of Henry Y. of England we hear comparatively

little of the Clan oTuole, who, we make no doubt, alwavs gladlv availed
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themselves of acy lull in the storm, as affording them an opportunity for

preparing the usually \varm reception for the incursionists of the English

Pale on their nest unwelcome visit. Twenty-one years, however, after

the accession of Henry tlie Sixth, or a.d. 1442, William Wells, then Lord
Deputy, led a strong force into the Wicklow mountains, '• where," say

the Four Masters, " they commitled great depredations."

" But the O'Byrnes and O'Tooles overtook the English, defeated

and killed eight hundred of them, and stripj^ed them of countless

spoils.''

This, it would appear, was one of the most signal successes the clans,

when united, ever achieved, for in the interval of fifty-one years that

elapsed, and which comprises the reigns of four English "Lords of Ire-

land," we have no data to prove that the O'Tooles and then- confederate

clans were molested by the English garrison of Lublin. But, alas ! this

did not leave them without enemies, and the next disaster that it becomes

our painful duty to record as having befallen the clan reached them, not

at the hands of the English, but from those whose duty as Irishmen it

should have been to preserve with their own lives that blood they so ruth-

lessly spilled.

While the old and valiant Diannid held the reins of government we
see how well-behaved the English of the Pale had remained, treating his

clan and that of O'Bj'rne with that respectful courtesy begotten of fear.

But ]i()w the time had come when the indomitable old chief must, even in

the course of nature, shortly " shuffle off the mortal coil;'' the Aveight of

eighty winters pressed upon him, and he began to make arrangements for

tlie government of his territories and ehildi'cn after his death. lie accord-

ingly decreed that his brother Shaiif (JoJjii) s'lduid ^ucricd him as l.axl

of Imaile, and pMsS'jss that pirti.iu we t of lii.: iiio-iMtaiiis, w.iih' iiis nwn

scms should possess that portion cast of the iDOuntain— viz., rrrlire and

Feracualan—and reside in tiie Castles of Powrrscdurt or Fassarue and

Castle Kevin, which arrangi'mcut Avas carried out ailcr he v.'as laid witli

his lathers, an arraui'enicnt tliat proved fatally detriuioMial to tlic interests

of the Clan 0' Toole in the future. Diarmid might have remembered the

15
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very disastrous results arising froin a similar division in the ease of an

ancestor. Murcadii Mor, king of Loin>tcr, who died cir. 720, made a will

dividing his territory among his three sons, thereby renderiug each of

them so individually weak that tliey were not able to contend with the

neighbouring princes, so that the crown passed into the hands of the

sti-onger sept (the Kavanaghs), at least, much oftener than they were ac-

customed to have it before. He did not stand by the truth of the old

adage, " United we stand, divided we fall," and his case is one that

shows, even in the limits of his own clau, how histor}' repeats itself, as the

sequel will show.

Eevorcnco for his memory, and sympathy for his untoward end. forbid

us to criticize too minutely the action of Diarmid in this matter of the

succession, more particuharly when we firmly believe that he Avas actuated

by the purest motives, according to his lights, in the threefold inte-

rests of his children, his clan, and his country, for the furtherance of

which he had spent a long life in scenes of activity, enterprise, and danger,

and at the evening of which he may have naturally looked forward to a

calmer and more peaceful end than death by the sword at the hands of his

own fellow-countrymen.

The "Four Masters" record his death iu this way under the year

A.D. 1445.

"Diarmid O'Toole, lord of Clan Tuathail, was slain by the grandsons

of Tomaltagh O'Dempsey, in the eightyth year of his age, and while in

pursuit of pre}'."

This passage is given in the "Annals of D. F.," in F. II., as follows:

" A.D. 1445. Diarmid OThuthail, king of Clan Thuthail, being slain

( recti'—was slain) pursuing a prey, by the sons of Tomaltach O'Dimasv,

after he was eighty years of ago, vel jdus, and according to the testi-

miiny of self, the self Lagcnions (/.f., the Lagenians themselves) he was

the best horseman and the b^'^l flosh-kilicr or slaughterer that was in his

own cuigrdh or province." "His uncle, Domlmall, son of David, liad

died in 1431," say the " Four Masters."
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In Conncllaus translatiou of llie " Four Masters " it is given as

follows, under the year 1445 :

"Dermod O'Toole, lord of Clan Toole (in Wicklow) was slain while
endeavouring to recover a plunder taken from him the same day by the

sons of Toraultach O'Denipsey, being at the time eighty years of age."

The latter translation places the matter before us in a different light

:

"endeavouring to recover a plunder," and '"pursuing a prey,'' striking the

reader as being two very different things.

Did the duties of one writing history only consist in recording those

traits of virtue and bravery in the character of the people or nation he may
admire, the following extract might have been omitted; but though by no

means likely to reflect credit on our countrymen, still thinking it better,

even at the risk of touching the susceptibilities of my readers, than to

leave myself open to the slightest suspicion of indulging in the " sup-

prcssio veri" I give it in full.

And under this year of D. F. contains the folloi;\-ing entries omitted by

the " Four Masters :" " O'Dimasy, king of Clanmalura, quievet :"

" Great warr acted by Gerald Caenihanach's son against the English

of Munsterand Lciuster, that he hired many great bands to himself out of

Connacht about Torlach MacDubgail, so that he preyed, burnt many of

both English and Irish; and Gerald's son went to the faire of the Feaste

of Holy Cross in Claun Tuathail, so that they had killed, taken, and stripped

all to their own pleasure in the town first; and they took now O'Tuothail

prisoner, and they stripped him, an unworthy dealing done to one of his

name and dignities, and they set him at libertie, he being not so good a

prisoner for ransom, and for his ould age, and after that they sat him

downe in the towue, and consumed the towne"s proA'isions in meate, and

they drank its drink, and beer and wine ; and two or three of those

that fled into the church as a refiuge, were choaked, one of which was

OTuathail's daughter ; and they went to the church after that and took

out by tiie pules all men therein, and so Gerald Caciuhauach's son lefte

Clan Tuathail.'"

It was not to be expected that Diarmid, no more than his fathers,
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sliould ]):iss away surrounded by the luxuries of a soft couch, and all those

accessories to comfort that tend to diminish the pang of parting ;
hut it

may have been naturally hojiod by the clan, that if he Avcre destined to

die by the sword, it should be a death Avorthy of himself and of his sept,

in the van of the fight, Tvith his face to the foe, and his dying moments

brightened by the cheering intelligence that his English enemies were in

retreat ; but to be carried off in a miserable squabble over cattle, and that

by countrymen of his own, was a bitter memory to his children and clan

;

aiid long and sincerely was he bewailed by them among the hills and glens

of Iraaiie, Fertire, and Feracualan. Sad and solemn was the procession

that accompanied his remains to Glendalough, on whose southern shore

ihoT hollowed his graA'e beneath that historic flag-stone which up to a few

years ago marked the last resting-place of the earlier princes of the Clan

O'Tcole^

Peace be to your ashes, Diarmid ! The news of your entombment

must have lifted a heavy luad off the minds of the Dublin colonists, who

often felt the weight of your battleaxe in many a bloody fray.

Tlae clan, immediately on the coaclusion of the obsequies of their

departed chief, proceeded to elect his su'-ce-sor. Their clioice, guided by

the wishes of their late A-aliaut leader, fell upon Diarmid's eldest sou, who

liad been tanist of Lcdnster, Theol'ald Ua Tuathail. Theobald was the

name of this prince, and he was in due course inaugurated and crowned

eliicf of Clan Ui Tuatliail. Tiie ceromony of inauguration, as carried out

in tliose davs. was. thnu^ih siin; h\ cxct-tdingly imjio^ing. Standing on that

"•rand old rath that so promlly rise's ab.ive the castle of Castleruddery, in

the midst of the whnle Clan Vi Tua*!iail. and surrounded by the neigh-

bdurin'^ princes witli llnir retinues, r\lcXchr]e subjects him t(j the usual

(lueries as forniulated tor such solemn occasions. The elected chief makes

th'j necessary promises, and ^icKehoo. placing the crown upon his lioad,

and O'Kellv. the sword in his liand. the air was rent with vociferous

>]inuts of "L'a Tuathail abuo :" (O'Toole tor ever !) This ceremonial, with tlie

v.ide canopy of tlie blue skies above him, and the demesnes of liis clans-

meu. Avhich he had sworn to preserve inviolate, spread out before him.
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was more in accord with the aspirations and usai:;Gs of the people, and
more likely to render sacred the obligations i.nposcd upon the ciaicf, than

all the bowings and scrapings of j'onr gold and silver sticks and black-

rods-in-waitiug of our nineteenth ceuturj- civilization. And though, no

doubt, our exquisites of the present day may endeavour to sneer slyly at

the lack of spectacular display, we find that at the coronation ceremony

of the King of Huntrary in 18G7 many of the usages of our forefathers

were brought into conspicuous prominence at Pesth. True, there were no

idle pageants for oppressed bumpkins to admire, but neither were hosts

ot military required to protect the monarch, nor prying " moucbards " to

ferrit out the secret plots of the Xihilists and the Dynamiter. Such a

sceui'—the crowning of an elected chief by the acclamations of his clan

—

must have been present to the poetic vision of Moore, when he wrote those

soul-stirring lines:

. ,
" Oh ! for the kings that flourished then,

And oh ! for the pomp that crowned them,

,,. ,, . . ,
When hands and hearts of true-born men

;,,.,,
,

"Were all the ramparts round them
;

When safe built on bosoms true,

The throne M-as but the centre,

Round M'hich love a circle drew,

,'>-. That treason durst not enter."
. ,

Here I may inform the reader that as I now go on in my historical

sketch. The O'Toole is mentioned in the State papers as O'Toole of

Powcrscourt. This title always means the head of the sept, and though we

sometimes find mention of O'Toole of Imaile, O'Toole of Fertire, O'Toulu

of Camew, from this up to the end of Elizabeth's reign, it will be well to

remember that these titles M-erc held by subordiuates or the lieutenants of

The O'Toole, most generally his uncles or brothers, known by the term,

"uruights,'' and as such they owed sundry duties to their chief, a few

of which duties I mav enumerate here.
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They were bmmd to follow their lord in all his martial expeditions,

without once questioning whether he had right or wrong at his side. In

this respect the military nature of the chiefs relations to his clan were

paramount Lo the patriarchal ties otherwise existing, and as in more
modern times they merely acted as soldiers.

" Theirs not to reason why ?

Theii-s but to do—or die."

They were furthermore obliged to entertain him and his retinue of

armed followers whenever he went amongst tliem. This hospitable

custom frequently proscribed by Acts of Parliament was called " coshering,"

a custom we regret to write is now obsolete. " Spend me but defend me ''

was the order of the day, but in later times the latter part of the contract

has in many instances been supplanted hj another word which I shall

not now write. In return for these the chief relieved his subordinate

lords and the sept in general from the labours of mental exertion ; they

had not to think or annoy themselves in balancing the merits or demerits

of any subject that was calculated to provoke hostilities or invite friend-

ships; they committed these exercises to him, and accepted his decision

with obedience and alacrity. This mutual reliance and familiar intercourse

rendered the relations between the chief and his sept kindly, nay cordial

and endearing. The chief may visit his poojjle at stated periods, and the

exercise of the rites of hospitality on these occasions becomes a labour of

love. But should he be tempted by the weakness of our common nature,

either through cuiiidity or from any other reason, to thiow a covetous

eye on homestead or possessions of his " uraight,'' he was debarred by

the very stringent provisions of the Pirehon law from any arbitrary

exactions. The mutual knowledge of the existence of this law on the

part of chief and clansman established their relationship on a firm basis.

Another prevailing custom was that called "fostering" when a son

was born to the head of the sept, the wealthiest and bravest families com-

peted amongst themselves for the honour of fostering the child, who might
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one day succeed to the chicftaiiiov, and to render that succession possible

there were certain conditions that -n-ore imperatively essential, among

them being the following : he must be robust, litho of limb, proficient in

military science, free from bodily blemish, and exempt from any symptoms

of imbecility.

Under the benign rule of Theobald, who lived in Castle Kevin, the

Clan O'Toole does not appear to have entered into many conflicts with the

English enemy, as his name does not occur in the State papers of the

day. I^either have we any records of his being engaged in any of those

warlike contests with his neighbours. He lived in peace with all, and as

a consequence he passed out of the world in peace, and amid surroundings

of spiritual comfort that very few of his predecessors or successors were,

through the turbulence of the times, permitted to enjoy. He was interred,

we may presume, with all the pomp and ceremony of holy Church, in

the family tomb of Teampul-na-llhefeart, on the south side of Glen-

dalough, there commingling his bones with those of his noble father and

his valiant ancestors to await the morn of the resurreciion. The year of

his obiit is not given by the annalists ; he was succeeded by his eldest son,

126. Edmoud Hi Tuathail, who appears to have had a misunder-

standing with the 013} rues, the old kinsmen and valued allies of Clan

O'Tuathail. This misunderstanding appears to have arisen about the

boundaries or mearne between their respective countries. He was slain

in 1488 by the sons of Tadgc O'Byrne, of Kew Eath, near Wicklow. The

" Four Masters " mention the circumstance in this way :

" A.D. 1488. O'Toole {i.e., Edmond) was treacherously slain by the

sons of Teige O'Byrne ; they sent him away without shrift or unction,

not even ia open battle."

He, too, was laid to rest with his fathers ia Tempul-na-Ehcfeart, and

was succeeded in the chieftaincy of Clan Hi Tuithail by his son, .-\j-thur

Ua Tuathail. Some very jealous bad feeling must have sprung up be-

tween the O'Tooles and OHyrnes at this time, and very inimical it must

have been to the interests of both clans to ha^-e these internal dissen-

tions exist in the face, and ta the inexpressible delight of their common
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pneiny. This was one of the evil effects of the arrangements of Diarmid's

n-ill, ^vhere the tripartite divisions of the territor}' rendered each of the

chiefs so -weak that I make no doubt that imaginary gi'ievances on the

parts of the neighbouring clans sprung up, and quarrels vere picked f(ir

such trivial causes, as in the undivided state of the clan, before the demise

of the indomitable old chief, Uiarmid, -n-ouldhave been allo-wed to pass by
unnoticed.

Again, I have not the slightest doubt that the same evil agencies of the

Castle of Dublin were ever secretly at work in the creating and fostering

discord and contention among those gallant Leinster chieftains, that I bring

so guiltily home to them from over theii' own signs-manual in the docu-

mentary cA'idence that I will submit to the reader, as I go fui-ther on.

" Out of their own mouths shall I condemn them." Apart from these

much-to-be-regretted feuds among two such old allies the reign of Arthur

was not distinguished by any remarkable struggles in the field. The
English of the Pale seemed to preserve a very quiet demeanour (no doubt

from very potent reasons) during the eleven years of Arthur's reign, at

the end of which, a.d. 1499, he was gathered to his fathers. To him, also,

was vouchsafed the luxxuw of a peaceful deathbed, and ceremonious obsequies

in Teampul-na-Ehefeart. He left two sons, Turlogh, or Terence, of

Powerscourt, Feracuulan, and Arthur Oge, to whom he left Castle Kevin,

in Fertire, both of whom subsequently played a prominent part in Irish

history, nobly bearing aloft the proud standard of their clan, which, by the

way, is a noble lion pursuing an onward and fearless course, without stoi»-

piiig—on red grounds—which being translated from the flowery imagery

of heraldry, means : that the Clan O'Toole always pursued a noble, straight-

forward, and indepcudcut course, without stopping to intrigue, or descend-

ing to subterfuge, although their own course was often red with their

blood, freely spilt in defence of clan, country, and religion. Their motto

was, ' Semper et ubique fidelis,""

—

i.e., "They Avere ever and everywhere

faithful." Another branch had for theii- motto, "Yii-tute et fidelitate,"

—

i.e., " Courage and fidelity"—courage in battle, and fidelity to chief, clan,

country, and faith ; and in later times another branch adopted " Spero,"
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or, "I hope,"

—

i.e., I liope to regain my territories, to keep the faith, and

to gain eternal life. Such have been the mottles and aspirations of the

O'Tooles, and such we hope they \?i\\ be to the end.

The calm enjoyed by the clan, if ceasing to have the opportunity of

measm'ing their swords with their English enemy, can be designated an

enjoyment, was soon to be dispersed by the storms of warfare. If any

rust had accumulated on their battleaxes and claymores during the chief-

taincies of Edmund and Arthur, it would soon, under their new chief, the

redoubtable Tirlogh, be afiorded every opportunity of being washed out

in gore.

We will not anticipate further than to remark that with the new

century, almost opening with the reign of Tirlogh, the clan entered on a

stormy disastrous time ; the reader, whom we have thus far induced to

bear with our shortcomings, and to look with an eye of charity on our

manifold faults, will see in the chequered history of Tii'logh's reign, end-

ing, though it did, in sorrow and dismay, that the clan fought its way

bravely and gallantly ; that though it were outside the pale of feasibility

to have their heroic efforts crowned with success, they were never routed

Avith dishonour ; the finger of reproach could never be pointed at them,

and they di-agged from their very enemies reluctant admiration of their

valour.

Before we enter on Tirlogh's inauguration let us see how the clan

was at this time represented. There were five great houses, all, of

course, owing allegiance to "The O'Tuule of rowerscourt" as the recog-

nized chief

:

O'Toole of Castle Paiddery, residing in Glen Imaile.

O'Toole of 0' Toole's Castle, Eallymacledy, now Talbotstuwn, Glen

Imaile.

O'Toole of Carnew Castle.

Art Oge O'Toole of Castle Ecvin, Fertire.

Tirlogh O'Toole of Powerscourt, Fcracualan.

OTode of Omey, lar Connaught, with other minor houses of the

family such as OToole of Ballineddnn and Brittas. in the Glen Imaile;



218 insroRT of the clan u'toole. [a.d. 1499.

O'Toole of ToolestoAVD, near Dunlaviu ; O'Toole of Glengap, or Glen of

the Downs (as it is now called) ; and a fe-n- others. The leading branches
of the clan vrere to a certain extent indei^endent of each other ; they were
all bound to protect themselves ; but in matters afiecting the whole clan

(as, we may say, in imperial affairs) they were bound to obey the head of

the sept.

Thus stood affairs at the early dawn of the sixteenth centun-,.with
England, notwithstanding her four hundred years of incessant striving for

a foothold, as far away from it as ever. True, her monarchs styled them-
selves "Lords of Ireland ;" but as for any effect this had on the O'Tooles

they might as well have claimed, with the celestials, to be first cousins to the

moon. The laws of Tanistry and Gavalkind were in force throughout the

country ; the CJeltic tongue was spoken and sung from Carnew to Slieve-

rue, and from Eiltegan to breezy Bray.

Up to this time they maintained and exercised the right of nominat-
ing their own bishops of Glendalough, and Eome sanctioned the nomina-
tion of the O'Tooles, so that their country was entirely free from the con-

taminating influences of English rule either in Church or State.

In a word, we might call it a " Patria Intacta," or a " Terra Incog-

nita,'' as far as the English rule or the English king was concerned.

But future events belong to the reign of Tirlogh O'Toole of Powers-
court.
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PAET THIED.

THE FINAL OVERTHKOW OF THE IRISH NATION, AND WITH IT THE CLAN

o'toOLE and the OTHER LEINSTER SEPTS—ATTEilPT TO ESTABLISH THE

REFORMATIOX BY HENRY VIII. AND ELIZABETH—OPPOSITION "a LA MORt" OF

THE CLAN o'tOOLE,

1499. Scarcely had the old chieftain been laid at rest with his fathers

in Glendalough when the Clan O'Toole assembled and elected his eldest

son, Tirlogh Ua Tuathal as its head, and M'Kehoe was called on once

more to inaugurate the Ua Tuathal, or O'Toole, chieftain of Clan O'Toole,

Lord of Imaile and Feracualan, or Powerscourt, as it is now called,

in the presence of his clansmen and neighbouring chiefs, whom he

entertained and banqueted with that right regal hospitality for which

the chieftains of Clan Ui Tuathal were always proverbial. The fatted

beeves of Imaile, the venison of Fassaroe, were laid under contribution,

and mutton in galore was provided in lavish abundance. The chiefs

and clansmen came with appetites in full accord with the good cheer
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provided, aud the gublot^ aud Euwiug bowl went rouud, filled to the
brim with the rosy wines of Spain, or the more potent native Uisque-
bagh, while the Iicalth of their young chieftain M'as drank and toasted

to their hearts' content.

" Oh ! to have lived like an Irish chief, when hearts were fresh and
true,

And a manly thought, like a pealing bell, would quicken them through
and through

;

And the seed of a generous hope might soon to a fiery action grow,
And men would have scorued to talk and talk, and never a deed to do.

Oh ! the iron grasp,

And the manly clasp,

And the laugh so loud and gay
;

And the roaring board,

And the ready sword.

Were the types of that vanished day."

The festivities being over, Tirlogh Ua Tuathal, or Toole, as he

is called in the State papers of the period, had to see to the advance-

ment and protection of his clan.

Though peace reigned around, and England's king appeared to have

enough to occupy his mind with his English subjects, whilst he left

his Irish Palesmen to be governed by his deputy, the Geraldine, yet

had Tirlogh q\iite enough to do to protect his territories from the

greedy "Earons of the Pale,'' and especially from the Fitzgeralds, who
frequently made raids and preyed on him, possessing themselves of part

of his lands, and killing some of his clansmen. Upon the whole, Tir-

logh had a stormy time of it, which tested to the utmost his skill,

valour, and endurance, as we shall see in his future history, which, if

wi-itten in full, would fill a fairly large volume.

His younger brother, Art Oge O'Toole, was left in possession of

Fertire and Gleudalough, and his residence was Castle Kevin ; at this

same time Shane O'Toole was chieitain of Gleu Imaile, and all the
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O'Toole territory west of the mountain range. Both of tliese princos,

Ji*: -well as OToole of Carucw Castle, yvcve tributaries and uraights to

Turlogh O'Toole of Powcrscourt, and as such were bound to assist liini

in all his conflicts and wars with his enemies; or, in other words, they

enjoyed "Home Rule."

" The history of the Clan O'Toole during the reign of Henry tlie

Eighth," says a contemporary writer, ''is indeed singularly remarkable,

and the State papers of that monarch's reign enable us to present it to the

reader vividly and amply in some of its most interesting phases." It is

well, however, to bear in mind that this cannot be done so amply as may
be desired by the writer, because, for this period of their history, only

one side, and that the English side, can be given ; indeed, as regards the

Clan O'Toole, this holds good during the whole of their chequered histoiy,

fi-om the date of the English invasion until a very recent period. Being
a conquered people, their archives and records were destroyed or lost, so

that iu writing a history of them we must peep into and have recourse to

the State papers and documents of the enemy, which we must take '^cum

gram sails" for what they are worth. The history of these gallant and
warlike sopts, compiled from such sources, will have this advantage at

least, that no one cju say that tlie writers of these State papers were

likely to give these septs credit for imaginary virtues, or to say the Avorst

of themselves.

About this time, according to a French writer, "Shane O'Thole de

Itnayle was chief Capytaine of his Xation in Glen Imavle, and TurLnigh

O'Taole de Powersoourt was the head of the Clan O'Thole, and Prince de

Tmayle."

In 1509 Henry the Eiglith had himself proclaimed King of England
and "Lord of Ireland," and signified bis intention to pursue in future a

more rigorous and deeidel coarse towards not alone the Irish chicf-

tain=!, but also towai'ds those Englis'i barons in Ireland avIio liad been

gradually witlidraAving themselves from under English control, and

uniting themselves with the Irish chieftains, and were fast becoming

more Irish than the Irish themselves. Henry was resolved to put a stop
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to this, and as one of tlio preliminary steps he issued the proclamation,

"Lord of Ireland," which -we have already referred to above; also, to

have reports made to him as to the state of Ireland, and ho-n- it could be

completely subdued and conquered. In compliance with these wishes,

and for this purpose, we find, in a.h. 1-515, one Baron Patrick Finglasr-e

writing a report encouraging the king. Concerning the Eefnrmation of

Ireland, among other things, the Baron writes: "The Kavanaghs and

the O'Tooles took possession of the country from Carlow to the sea, thirty-

eight miles, shortly after the year 1200. and hold it still. If the kinge

propose a thorough reformation of this land he should begin at Leinster,

which was not these 500 years so likely to be conquered, for the

Xavanaghs, the Byrnes, and the O'Tooles are but few in regard to the

strength they have been in former times, albeit if he propose to make a

general reformation, yet it is very fit that he should reform Leinster,

which will be no gi-eat difficulty, for there is on one side the County of Kil-

dare, and on tlie other side the County of Kilkenny, and the sea on the

third side. There are many abbeys near the said borders where tiie

rebels dwell, which are a great succour to the rebels than to the hinge's

subjects, and should be suppressed. It might please the kinge to give

them to divers individuals the following jjlaces : The Abbey of Dun-

breythe and Tyntenie, in Wexford ; Duske, in Carlow ; and Baltinglass, in

Kildarc ; Old Eosse, with its Fassaghe of Bentry ; the Castles of Femes,

Kevyno, Wicklow, Eathdo-\vue, Powcrscourt, and Arklow. i^U these are

round about the rebels, and for the most part are possessed by English-

men. Touching the inhabitants, as it might be dangerous to depeople the

relm of England, the lands might be inhabited by some sort of Irishry as

at the first conquest, fur there be no better laborers than the poor Com-

mons of Ireland, nor suoner tu brought to good fame, if they be kept

under a law.

"(Signed) " Pati;ice Fixglasse, Bakox."

It is evident from this report of the Baron that he had an eye to

his own and his friends' interests in tliis recommendation to Eing Henrv
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to reduce the Leinster septs and to dissolve the abbeys, and to give tliem
to Engb'sh settlers. It is also evident from the above rejjort that Baron
Finglasse had a knrnvlcdge of Henry's weakness aud anxiety for the sup-
pression and confiscation of abbeys, wliicli took place iu a ftnv years after,

as well as almost the total subjugation of the Irisli race and the confisca-

tion of their estates and tribe lands. And so, about this time we find the
Ticeroy, Gerald, the ninth Earl of Kildare, instructed by Ileni-T to at-

tack the OTooles, who, he said, recently committed some outrages on the
'•English Marches;" but according to the OTooles' noti(m of the trans-

action, "attempted to enforce and collect their just taxes as a le"-itimate

right from the English Palesmen, according to agreemeut.'' Tlie Earl of

Ivildare accordingly forced his ysax into Glen Imayle in the night-time,
where he slew Shane O'Toole, Prince of Imayle, wliile in his bed, in 1516,
and sent his head for a present to John Ttoehford, Mayor of Dublin, who
seat it in turn, as a present, to London, to King Ileurv, who liad it

spiked on London Bridge, Avherc the Earl's o^\ti head aud those of his three

brothers, and his son's (Silken Thomas) were placed in a few years after-

wards. See " Four Masters." The following year the Earl's party
made another raid on the O'Tooles of Imayle for the purpose of previn"
on their lauds, but not with the same success ; f(jr when his men had
collected all the borses, cattle, and siieep they could find in the Glen, aud
were driving them away towards Kildare, Shane Oge O'Toole as.'^cm-

bled liis clansmen and overtook them iu Holly wood Glen, c;ave tliem

battle, and defeated them, killing them all, with the exception of a fcAv

who escaped by flight, and di'oveback his flocks and herds into the Glen.

Tlie following year the Mayor of Dublin, Cliristopher Uslicr, would try

his baud, and had the temerity to attempt to imitate his predecessor and

the Ticeroy in their attacks on the O'Tooles, and, Ave mav suppose, lo se-

cure an OToole's head for himself as a present for his Majesty. So we
flnl him making a dash into Feracualan, Avhere he was met by Tirhi2;li

O'Toole at the head of his noble clan. A pitched battle ensued, wIkmi tlie

Mayor was completely routed, and a great portion of his army slauglitc red.

The survivors sought, Avith great ha>te, the citv walls.
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Keating, iu liis History of Ireland, relates this event in the follow-

ing manner :

" A.D. 1516. A desire for plunder induced the inhabitants of Dublin

to collect in bodies at the time. They went out of the city well armed to

revenge the territory of Imayle, in the County Wicklow, but were soon put

to flight by the sept of the O'Tooles, who pursued them to the very gates

of the city of Dublin. The coldness of the weather caused hostilities:

to cease for some time. The frost was so intense that rivers were frozen

over, and supported the heaviest carriages, which seldom occurs in Ire-

laud."—See page 434.

Thus we may see that the Earl, the Mayor, and the Dubliners got

a cooling in more ways than one; but Ave must remember that the citizens

of Dublin then were not as they are now, for the most part of Irish race

and blood.

Shortly after this we read in the "Four Masters," under a.d.

1523 :
" Hugh O'Toole, son of Art O'Toole, the most celebrated of his

tribe in his time for hospitality and nobleness, was slain by the

O'Byrnes." This was Hugh OToole of Castlekevin, with whom the

O'Byrnos of Eathnue had some dispute. Another domestic event

occuri-ed about this time, which may be recorded here as interesting to

the rt-ader.

In A.D. 1532, we find Shane O'Toole of Imailc marrying a

daughter of Sir James Fitzgerald of Lcislip, Zuight of Eliodes. One

WDiild imagine that the O'Tooles had got quite enough of the Fitzgeralds,

and more especially as Sir James Avas a near cousin of the great Earl of

Kildare who did so much injury to the O'Tooles ; but the fact Avas, that

Sir James of Lcislip was an outlaAV, Avliicli was no doubt a strong recom-

mendation to Sliuiie 0"T()iilc"s syiniiathy, and tended in a degree only

t^econdary to Iho clianns of the fair Goraldine lierself. from Avhom the

name CnTald is continued in tlje 0"Toole family to tlie present day.

In the ''Hi-tory uf the Fitr'goralds,"" by tlie late Duke of Leinster,

this event is set down as having taken }ilaec in the year 1530, and is

recorded thus :
" Sir James Fitzgerald of Lei.-lip, Knight of Rhodes and
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St. John of Jerusalem, became an outla-\r. He married the daughter of

the White Knight, and had by her a daughter, Avbo was married to

O'Toole of Imail."

In 1530, Sheffington was appointed Lord Deputy, and came to

Ireland, accompanied by the Earl of Kildare, who we have already seen

was most inimical to the O'Tooles. During his absence in England it

would appear that the O'Tooles preyed the Earl's lands, and carried off

whole flocks of sheep and herds of cattle, to recoup themselves in some

measiu-e for the depredations he had made on them while he was Lord

Deputy of Ireland.

On being made aware of this he was annoyed and irritated, and

resolved to have revenge, and chastise them. He immediately went fi'om

Dublin with two hundred archers to punish the O'Tooles, who met him

fearlessly, and compelled him to retreat in hot haste, the ultimate result

of this being the defeat of the proud Earl. It is thus recorded in the

State papers of that period as follows :
" December, 1533, the Earl of

Kildare was shott through with a gonne, and hardly escaped the deth.

His three brothers also, James, Eichard, and Walter being in the marches

in one house, part of the O'Tooles one night burned it, and James did

escape by the swiftness of his horse ; his men slayne, and both his

brothers escaped in the clothing of women."

A sad humiliation was this for the proud Earl of Kildare, called

(ironically) by Cardinal Wolsey, " the king of Ireland," so great was

his power in Ireland at the time. We have a con-oboration of this event

in a letter written about this time by Sir William Brereton to Cromwell,

dated May the 17 th, and runs thus :
" While I was at the said Parliament,

O'Connor, with a great number of horsemen and gallaghglasses with

Kerne, did burn in Bermyngham's Country. The Lord Chancellor and

Master Treasurer were then in Kildare raising, to keep upon the

O'Tholes', the Kavanaghs' and the O'Connors' Country, and burned

divers towns. I made haste and took some cattle, this caused O'Connor

io return, I made haste to the border, and have concluded an hosting to

go upon him." (See State Papers.)

16
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The O'Tuoles did not stop at the earl's discomfiture, for we read further

ou in the State Papers, that, in 1535, in a letter to Cromwell, from the

Lord-Chancellor of England, dated December 13th, it is stated, amongst

other matters, that " six out of the eight baronies of Kildare had been

burned; that the O'Tooles had retaken Powerscourt castle, one of the finest

garrisons in the country, which had cost the Earl of Kildare and citizens

of Dublin between 400 and 500 marks ; and that the people on the lands

which belonged to the Earl of Kildare were slow in taking their farms.''

For this last grievance the remedy suggested was to pass an "Act of For-

feiture" against the O'Tooles. But no—not yet. Henry VIII. would try

another remedy. He had no great wish for the Earl of Kildare, and was

not sorry to see him defeated and humbled, even by the 0' looles ; and we
find Brabazon, in the next year, rebuilding Powerscourt and Fassaroe

castles, in the hope of possessing them himself. The latter had been set

to one Talbot during the short time that the Earl of Kildare held possession

of that part of the territory of the O'Tooles.

Xow, for the first time, we find Brabazon, the forefather of the present

family of that name, interesting himself about, and anxious to possess

himself of some of the lands of the O'Tooles, a project in which his

descendants were, unfortunately, too successful at a subsequent period,

as we know that his present descendant possesses a great portion of

the territory of the O'Tooles and the O'Byrnes, from Bray to Ballinacor.

Let us hear Brabazon, Yice-Trcasurer, in his letters to Cromwell. In one

bearing the date of 10th September, 1535, he says:

" The Chief Justice and I ride about the king's lands, which of all

others be now the worst and most neglected, but, God Avilling, it will

amend. If it now stand with the king's pleasure, the land of Ireland

may be at commandment, if his Grace will have it quicklie handled,

and in especiall to banish the Tooles, and Burnes, and Cavanaghs, which

with the Mc^Murgh's (O'Murphy) and his secte, which is easie to be done,

and to proceed farther into other parties."

In another letter, from the same to the same, we find the following:
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" The lands of Ireland may be at your Lordship's command by
banishing the O'Tooles, Byrnes, and Cavanaghs inhabiting the countries
betwixt Dublin and Vaterford. They require reformation, and unless the
same be achieved effectually his Majesty will never be able to keep the
same without continual charges." To which the Lord Deputy adds, in
his letter to the king: '-Neither your Highness nor youi- heirs can e'ver
have your dominions defended from Irishmen, unless you conquest the
0'Toole.s, O'Byrnes, and their kinsmen."

Highly complimentary and very agreeable recollections are these for
the Clan O'Toole, and with good reason may they plume themselves when
they reflect on theii- forefathers presenting such insurmountable obstacles
to the political and religious reformation of Eing Henry VIII. They can
afford to forgive Brabazon, Vice-Treasurer, for thi-owing a covetous eye on,
and ultimately possessing some of their lands, as they forgave the Earl of
Kildare, and sympathised with him and his in their difficulties, assisting
them in their revolt, and aiding and affording hospitable shelter to Gerald'
the only member of that once great family who escaped from its vn-eck,
and from_ whom the present great house of Leinster has been raised,'
phoenix- like, from the ashes of their sires.

This was a failing of the Clan O'Toole, which its members, even
to the present generation, have inherited—namely, that of sympathising
with and assisting their persecuted neighbours, even if up to that these
same neighbours had beou their enemies. I doubt if they ever find their
neighbours treat them in like manner. Experience teaches that the con-
trary is the rule

; however that may be, the O'Tooles appear to lack in
this respect the prudence of the serpent.

About this time the great Geraldines got into disfavour with Kino-
Henry VIIL, who suspected them of treason—viz., James Earl of Des°
mond was suspected of inviting Charles V., king of Spain, to invade Ireland,
while the Earl of Kildare, Henry's deputy in Ireland, was suspected of
conniving at his kinsman's treason. He was called over from Ireland, and
accused by Wolsey to the king of this connivance, and thrown into the
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To-wer of London. Prior to his departure from Dublin he nominated as

his deputy during his absence his son Thomas, known in history as

" Silken Thomas,'' a hot, impetuous, brave, daring, and chivalrous youth,

who, having heard a false rumour that his father had been murdered,

threw up the sword of ofhce, and declared open war against the king,

whom he accused of having ordered his father's murder. The O'Tooles

espoused the cause of '' Silken Thomas," and gave him the aid of their

services; and Harris states that: " Fingal, then the granary of Dublin,

was exposed to their incursions, and that the citizens of Dublin, sallying

out to intercept them at Kilmainham Bridge, were signally defeated after

losing four-score of their best men, and the rest made a hasty escape into

the city.'' When " Silken Thomas" had failed in his rebellion, he was,

with his uncles, brought to London, where he, they, and his aged father,

were all put to death, leaving none to represent the Geraldines save one,

a brother of Thomas, a boy of twelve years. His lands were forfeited to

the Crown, and he himself eagerly sought for and hunted, in order to be

put to death, that the Geraldines might be annihilated and wiped out root

and branch.

Yes, in that same Glen Imaile, Feracualan, and Glendalough, and

amongst those very Wicklow mountains, where a short time before Gerald,

Earl of Kildare, Henry's Lord Deputy of Ireland, entered with fire and

sword, preyed and plundered all before him, and put the beloved chief-

tain of their clan, Shane O'Toole, to death, and to the ignominy of

mutilating his body by sending his head as a present to the Mayor of

Dublin—it was here now, amid these scenes and to those people, with the

memory of that outrage fresh upon them, that Gerald, the youngest son

of that same Earl, appealed in the hour of his sore need for succour

and protection ! Nor did he appeal in vain ; the clan remembered not

against the son the wicked deeds of the father, and stood by the young

outlaw nobly, as we find from reference to the State papers, and "The
History of the Earls of Kildare,'' by the late Duke of Leinster, from

which we take the following extract

:

"Confession of Connor More O'Connor concerning Gerald Fitz-
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gerdd, brother of Thomas Fitzgerald, commonly called 'Silken Thomas,'

the outlaw.

"Connor More O'Connor, servant and messenger to young Gerald,

son of the late Earl of Kildare, made before the Chancellor and others

on the 17th day of April, a.d. 1539, a statement in which he says

:

"That he was servant of the Deputy, and had been sent two years

before to Gerald, with whom he had remained ; that by the advice of

O'Tscill and O'Donnell he was sent by Gerald to O'Toole, of Wicklow,

to inquire what he would give him; that the chief replied that he

would assist Gerald, and that the Earl of Desmond, the O'Byrnes, and
Kavanaghs would do the same ; that Gerald would have come to the

Deputy, but O'Xeill would not allow him, and that Art Oge O'Toole,

of Castle Kevin, had sent to Gerald before Christmas,

" A safiirn shert, dressed with silke, and a mantle of Inglish cloth

fringed with silke and certen moneys." (See State papers, Yol. III.,

p. 139, E.I.A.).

Well done, O'Toole. This was, indeed, practically carrying out the

grand Christian maxim, " Iicturn good for evil," but your history shows

that you too often got in return " evil for good.''

In this day of trial and hour of need the Clan O'Toole held out a

helping hand to young Gerald, and, with other friendly nobles, sheltered

him and protected him from his enemies until they got him away to

Eome, where he was beyond the power and free from the machinations

of the wicked king. Here the poor young hunted Irish prince remained

in safety until after the death of Henry, and when Maiy came to the

throne the young Gerald came back to Ireland, his estates were restored

to him, and at the hands of the Clan 0'Toole he received the most cordial

congratulations.

I have only to mention the name of Ijord Edward, the descendant of

this Gerald, to make the pulse of the true Irishman beat faster in sym-

pathy for the sufferings of that bright example of pure patriotism and

heroic devotion to his native land.
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" These Gcraldines, these Geraldines I—raiu -wears away the rock,

Aud time may wear away the tribe that stood the battle's shock
;

But ever sure while one is left of all that honoured race,

In front of Ireland's chivalry is that Fitzgerald's place.

And men will say of valour's rise or ancient power's decline

—

'Twill never soar, it never shone, as did the Geraldine."

I quote this poem with the more pleasure because the spirit of

Maurice still survives in many true Irishmen who bear this honoured name.

The Geraldines of Desmond staked and lost all for Ireland and her faith.

Deep in her heart Ireland treasures the names of " Silken Thomas," James

Fitzmaurice Fitzgerald, and of the good Lord Edward. The first, to re-

deem his country and to avenge his father's wi'ong, dared the tyrant,

Henry the Eighth. He lost his rich earldom, and expiated in the gloomy

Tower of London the crime of loving his country. This accomplished

nobleman—the very cream of Norman nobility—was treated more ruth-

lessly than any modern prisoner, even under Balfour's coercion code. He
was left without clothes during the cold winter in his English prison until

a collection of rags was made among its inmates to cover him.

The cori'espondence of the period, however, gives us a clearer in-

sight into the state of Ireland at this time, and proves conclusively how
much the O'Tooles were dreaded by the authorities in Dublin Castle, as

we shall presently see. Meantime, it may here be opportune to remind

the reader that the scope of this history does not permit us to enter

minutely into the general history of the nation, it being simply an

effort to show the side which the Clan O'Toole took, and the part that

they played in the several stirring events comprised in the history of

their country 's struggles. And while doing so I do not mean to set up
for the O'Tooles any proud pedestal of pre-eminence distinguishing

them from the other faithful clans, nor do I for one moment wish to

throw the slightest shadow on that brilliant lustre Avhich the fair fame
of such names as the O'Keills, O'Donnells, and O'Byrncs have so de-

servedly earned for them. I would have the reader look on the valour
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and noble bearing of the Clan O'Toole as a sample of -wliat the other gal-

lant elans did in defence of their creed, country, and race. One circum-

stance, which in our days would be considered by many as an advantage,

tended very much to augment the troubles of the clan— this was, that

owing to the close jiroximity of their territory to the Castle of Dublin they

were too often made objects of the Viceregal attentions, which were not in

the shape of invitations to a levee. Bordering so close on the Pale, almost

overlooking the Castle, and under the very nose of their enemies, with
this vexed question of the territorial tax always as a bone of contention,

the Clan O'Toole was of a necessity, I may say almost always, engaged
in continual warfare with the English garrison. They had to bear the

brunt of the attack from the Castle, and Avere always to be found in the

van of the battle ; and so it was that so many of them bit the dust and
sealed with the last drop of their blood their devotion to their country's

cause. They were, as it were, a bulwark between the English Pale and
the country of the O'Bp-nes and O'Kavanaghs, and it was only when the

lines of the O'Tooles were forced that the O'Byrnes were compelled to

give battle, as we shall see further on ; and hence it is that their ranks are

so thin to-day, and that they are so few in comparison with the O'Byrnes

and other clans.

Here we may mention in passing, whether it may be looked on as an

ill omen or not, the sad death of M'Keohoc, the hereditary bard of the

O'Tooles, accidentally caused by some of the clan. The Four Masters re-

cord it thus under " a.d. 1535. Mulmurray Maelveohoe, intended OUav
of Leinster, in poetry a learned man, Avho kept a good house of hospitality,

was killed accidentally by his mother's brothers, the sous of O'Toole."

The Four Masters do not tell us by what manner of accident it hap-

pened ; but we may be quite sure tliat no one was more sorry for the sad

affair than the innocent cause of it, his maternal uncles.

In the twenty-sixth year of Ileury the Eighth's reign, this proud and

dissolute monarch proclaimed himself Head of the Church in England and

Ireland, and in that same year the See of Dublin was disgraced by being

presided over by an apostate Augustinian friar of English birth, who may
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be st^'led the First Protestant 13isliop of Dubliu. He writes :
—"At the

hazard of his life he had endeavoured to induce the nobility and gentry

of Ireland to o^irn the king as their supreme head as well spiritual as

temporal, and devised the calling of a Parliament to pass the Supremacj,

as the people did not much mind the king's commission."

Little, indeed, did the Irish people care for Archbishop Brown's

attempts to force them into schism by Acts of Parliament, and we can

easily imagine with what scorn they must have regarded his project. The

O'Tooles, surely, had peculiar views of their own on the subject, pre-

ferring, as they did, to take their chance of hell with their own St.

Lorcan, than accept a guarantee of heaven at the hands of George

Brown, whom they knew, despite his purple and ample revenues, to be a

wanton, avaricious miscreant, mere gilded clay ; knew him to be, in fine,

what the Protestant Deputy described him: "A poll-shorn knave."

What ! Convert an 0' Toole to Protestantism ! Three hundred years of

preaching against the Pope, the spoliation of their lands, the direst perse-

cution that the most devilish ingenuity could invent, ending often in a

miserable death, and the countless millions squandered on an alien church,

forsooth, by law established—all these combined have not been able to

convert or withdraw one decent member of the Clan O'Toole from his

allegiance to Home and the religion of his fathers.

But let us do justice to Brown. He did not care for the souls of the

O'Tooles. His only concera wasfortheirbodies,whichif he could, he would
certainly have gibbeted on every tree from Boher-na-breena to Terenure

;

and what else did they deserve at the hands of him or his ? For, as he him-

self "would say of them, neither night nor day did they give him rest, in

that magnificent palace of his at Tallaght, within Avhose moated walls he

usually dwelt. A beautiful prospect lay before him, Avhenever he as-

cended its tower; but the pleasure he derived from contemplating a land-

scape of such surpassing loveliness must have been dashed, when he re-

membered (as he too often got cause to do) that beyond that line of the

Dublin bills lay the country of those marauding O'Tooles, who thought

more of his sheep and herds than they did of himself, or bloated Harry the
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newly constituted Head of his brand new Churcli. According to the un-

fortunate bishop, the sufferings of all the martyrs were " trifles light as

air'' in comparison with what he (liroAvn) had to endure at the hands of those

"ferocious, unbelieving mountaineers," " who," he tells us, " were his

mortal enemies, daily oppressing his poor tenants." ''If," continues his

Grace, "I am enforced to Heat Tallaght, I shall be in the same case with

the Tooles that my predecessor was with the Geraldines. How I am
wrapped, God judge. If I repair- to Tallaght, then am I assured right

to my confusion; thus on every side am 1 invaded with sorrow."

Poor fellow! And to render his distress more poignant, llenry YIII.

cared not a copper coin how Brown fared, so that he succeeded in his

own pet project of being recognized as supreme Head of the Church, and,

as such, to be enabled to grant himself dispensations to divorce his law-

ful wife and marry whom he pleased, and also possess himself and his

needy barons with the spoils of the churches and monastic institutions,

at his pleasure.

Kor was Henry without counsellors, who, having an eye to

their own interests at the expense of their neighbours, would fain

suggest to him the total subjugation, and annihilation, of the O'Tooles,

under pretext of promoting their master's cause, while in reality

they were only studying tlieir own aggrandizement, by hoping to acquire

their forfeited lands. Thus we find Brabazon, the War Treasurer in Dublin

Castle, writing to Cromwell, in the following strain, in 1535 :

"If the O'Toylles and Burnes and Cavenayghes (which is Mac-

Murgh) and his sect were banished and destroyed, and it (their country)

inhabited witli Englishmen, then the king would have here a good coun-

try, and no Irishmen who could make war against him."

But Henry was not prepared to go so far as yet. He had, as regards

the chieftains of clans, another project in view, which was to allow

them to retain their positions over theii- clans, and the possession of their

territories, if they would but receive them from him, and acknowledge his

authority. And in furtherance of that end, we find his deputy (Lord

Grey) and the Council writing to the king on the 2Gth June, 153C, and
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recommending him to grant the forfeited lands, and the conquests

of MacMurrough, O'Murroughoe (O'Murphy), O'Toole, O'Bjrne, and
their kinsmen, inhabiting between Dublin and Waterford, to them.

About the period of which we are writing, Turlough O'Toole was head
of the sept, and his brother, Art Oge (young Arthur) kept state in

Castle Kevin. These princes had been harassed by a succession of lord

deputies, the last of whom, the ninth Earl of Kildare, having got tem-

porary possession of Pnwerscourt, had leased some of the lands to one

Talbot, before he (the earl) was imprisoned in London Tower. The pre-

sent deputy (1537), entered into an armistice with the brothers Turlough
and Art. Hostilities were to be suspended for three years, till an under-

standing could be arrived at, and an arrangement made with King
Henry.

One would now be forced to smile at finding the chiefs of a moun-
tain tribe negotiating with the representative of English Majesty, who
was only too glad to accept the following terms :

Tjjrms of Armistice bet'^'een Turlough O'Toole and Lord Grey,

THE Lord Deputy of Ireland.— (State Papers).

"1st.—This susi^ension shall last till May, Lj40.

"2nd.—Turlough shall possess all the territory owned by his father,

Arthur O'Toole, forty years before this date,

"ord.—In all hostings, Turlough shall attend the deputy with two

horsemen, and two common soldiers, who shall receive diet

from the deputy.

"4th.—Art Oge shall be bound by these terms, or else forfeit all

right to the land of Fcrtire.

"5th.—There shall be a general amnesty for all injuries inflicted on

either side during the late hostilities.

"6th.—Lord Ormond and Ossory and his brother Lord James Butler,

shall enter into recognizances for carrying out terms of truce.
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''7th.—Xeither said Turlough, nor his brother, nor any of his name,

shall levy on the king's subjects, within the English Pale, any

tribute except such as they have been in the habit of receiving

the last forty years.''

One would almost imagine they were the terms of a treaty

between two great powers, such as France and Germany, instead of

between the king of England's lord deputy, and Turlough or Terence,

the intrepid chief of Clan O'Toole. The truce did not, however,

last very long, for ia a letter written by the lord deputy to the king,

bearing date June 4th, lu37, he says:—"O'Toole has entrapped Kelway
the constable of Eathmore ; " but not a word writes the deputy of what
the constable had done to the O'Tooles. He omits to write that he had

hanged without trial two of the O'Tooles, whom he found collecting their

usual just tribute, in accordance with the terms of the agreement just

concluded between the lord deputy and Turlough. A. contemporary

writer thus describes the whole affair

:

''One Kelway, constable of Eathmore, took some of O'Toole's

people on a charge of sheep-stealing within the English border, and

forthwith hanged them (without trial). Hearing this Tui-lough O'Toole

and Ai-t O'Toole felt offended, and their agreement with the lord

deputy violated, and resolved to be at quits with Kelway, who fled

to Three Castles, near Blessington, on the borders of the O'Toole country,

and took shelter in a thatched house there. The OTooles set fire to the

house, and when they had smoked out Kelway, hanged him, slew sixty

of his company, and made prisoners of many others, among the rest one

Eiehard Aylmer, of Lyons."

The deputy fumed at this cncrgcticconductofTirlogh and Art O'Toole,

and wrote to King Henry as I have already slated. He further wrote

:

"Kelway, the agent, was a very hardy gentleman as any could be, that

he (the deputy) was likely to get the prisoners Avithout ransom, and

Avould hold Turlough O'Toole to stand to the order of the Council in

Dublin Castle."
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As bearing further upon this incident, I append the following letter

from Sir William Brabazon, to Gerald and John Allen, as taken from the
CareAv State Papers

:

*'Asto the 'occurrens,' there be nothing so fretful as they were
at your departure. On Friday last past, Mr. Kclway had parliament with
Tirlagh O'Thoyll and Art O'Thoyll, beside the Three Castles, who had
assembled to him certain his bondmen and freeholders of Rathmore, TsTew-

ton, the parish of Kill, and others, and would needs chase Tirlogh O'Thoyll

and Art O'Thoyll up the high mountain. They had their kernes there

ready, and turned back and set upon Kelway, and drove him to

the Three Castles, and others with him, and set fire on the top

of the castle, so that they yielded, wherein was taken Kelway and
your kinsman, Mr. Justice Richard Aylmer, young Flattersbery, Long,
and divers others, and such husbandmen as the kerne met with they slew

them, for they had no horses to flee, and as I am informed there

were slain sixty householders. Thomas Long and Mr. Aylmer remained
with them and some others, and that they had Mr. Kelway. Within a

while, they killed him and such of the soldiers as was with him. I have
never seen like handling.''

Here, however, his lordship was deceived, fur, anxious to get

O'Toole into his grip, he (the Lord Deputy) appointed to meet him near

Ballymore, on Slieverue, in the County of Kildare, on the borders of Wick-
Lw (u place now o%vned by one Shane O'Toole, a descendant of the same
Turlough), where he was encamped with the 0' Byrnes and Kavanaghs.
On his arrival the deputy found that, after a short parley, Turlough and
his confederates retii-ed into Glenmalui-e, whither he followed them and got

such rough handling that he was glad to escape with his life to Dublin,

"after," as he himself tells us, "making some roads where deputy never

was before." Soon after this a rumour reached the O'Tooles that

Deputy Grey had been recalled, and they immediately descended into the

pasture lands about Dublin, from which they lifted preys of cattle, and,

what they prized more, a considerable quantity of arms. Supplies of this

sort enabled them to set the government at defiance, so much so, that the
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deputy thought it expedient to invite them to a conference for the purpose

of renewing the truce.

The account of this scene hy Sir William Brereton is so graphic that

we quote from the State papers, verbatim, hoping it will prove of interest

to the reader

:

"His lordship appointed a meeting with Turlough O'Toole, upon
the borders of the County of Dublin, to which resorted the Chancellor,

the Treasurer (Brabazon), Lord Ivilcullen, with many of the nobility of

the country. Turlough sent word to the deputy, that the Chancellor, the

Treasurer, and two chief judges, should come to the water-side as safe

conducts, to commune with him, which when he did, he spoke to Turlough

very gentilly, saying he would kill with his own hands, any that would

offer him hurt. Withal Tirlogh, perceiving the deputy's men to draw

down fast in plumps, did find default at it, saying he was in fear. The
deputy answered, ' Fear nothing, gossip. I will go myself and put them

back,' leaving the council communing with Tirlogh. As soon as the

deputy came to his men, he caused the trumpet to sound, and ran in chase

after Tirlogh, till daylight took the sight of him from them, which was

the greatest shame and rebuke to him (the deputy) and all the council

that ever was heard in Ireland. Such treachery as this discredits the

king in all Ireland, amongst Irishmen, who, they say, be more in security

in time of war than peace, for, in time of peace they be robbed, and never

esteemed for good services."

This unprincipled Deputy being recalled in 1540, was succeeded by

Sir "William Brereton, appointed to act as Lord Justice ''ad interim^ A
few days after his arrival in Dublin he wrote the account of this to the

king. He also notified to the king that the O'Connors were up in the

west ; that the Tooles and Ivavanaghs were burning in the marches of

Dublin ; and that for want of troops he was unable to stay them. In

July of same year Lorfl Ormond (sleeky Lord Ormoud) informs the king

that O'Toole, he thought, was ready to make peace, now that Grey, who

had always acted falsely by him, was withdrawn.

July, 1540, Sir Anthony St. Leger was constituted deputy, and in
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September, shortly after his arrival in Ireland, he -wrote to the king,

" that if the O'Tooles would not submit, he must proceed to their utter

banishment (or, as the poet would say it

:

' To tame that proud and haughty race,

Or drive them from the land '),

which is more to be done with piins (excessive difficulty) than with any

good result."

Here it may be well to acquaint the reader Adth the deep scheme

which St. Leger and Ormond had laid for the complete subjugation of

the Irish princes and the thorough establishment of Henry the Eighth as

king of Ireland as well as Head of the Chui-ch.

THE WAT I\ WHICH ST. LEGER HOPED TO SUBJUGATE IRELAND.

Soon after his an-ival in this country the wily and crafty deputy,

St. Leger, invited all the Irish chieftains and Anglo-Norman lords to

meet in Dublin and hold a Parliament there, to settle the affairs of Ire-

land, which were then, and had been, in a very indifferent state, owing to

the almost continuous wars which for a long time previously had been

waged with the English. And it was not to this alone, but also to those

unfortunate intestine warfares between the Irish themselves, caused by

that family piide which Avould not permit an O'Brien to follow an O'Neill,

nor pn O'Cuunor to grant precedence to cither. It was this same over-

punctilious honour that would not permit O'Toole to strike a blow at the

deputy, whilst that worthy was engaged in a conflict with the O'Neills

and O'Donnells, on the principle that it would not be fair play ; but to

wait until their struggle was decided, and then have a slap at him

singly. This may be quite in accordance with the laws of knight-

errantry, but the O'Tooles had too many practical illustrations of the

lack of chivalry in their English enemies to permit themselves being

prevented by any quixotic notions of honour from availing themselves

of every opportunity to harass and annoy them.
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Never before bad an Englisb monareb sucb an opportunity as tbe

state of Ireland now presented for im] .roving bis bold on tbe countr}-,

and bis Aviiy deputy, -\vitb tbeir pliant " Fidas Acbates," the treacber-

ous Ormond, were not tbe men to permit tbe golden ebance to slip.

Tbe Irisb princes and cbieftains, utterly broken down in spirit, 'reft of all

hope, and weary of tbe struggle, seemed to have at length yielded them-
selves up to tbeir inevitable fate. Abroad there was no hope of an alli-

ance sufficient to counterbalance tbe imm9use resources of England. At
home life-wasting wars, the conflict of wars of language and of titles to

estates, bad become unbearable. Tbe Irish chiefs and the lords of Englisb

descent bad been reduced to a state of deplorable misery and exhaustion

and bad begun to entertain the idea of submission ; while, on the other side,

the English party endeavoured to make it appear that they were in tbe

mood for concession, and anxious to conciliate the Irish princes and chief-

tains. So well did St. Leger take advantage of this state of things that

be succeeded in assembling bis Parliament in Dublin on tbe 12tb June
1541, at which, besides all the principal Anglo-Norman lords, there at-

tended Donogb O'Brien, Tanist of Thomond ; Tbe O'Eeilly, O'Moore,

M'William, Fitzpatrick, and Kavanagh, son of MacMurrough, who bad
previously " submitted," renouncing the title of MacMurrough, adopting

tbe name of Kavanagh, and undertaking on the jiart of his sept that no
one henceforth would assume the renounced title. Keither O'Keill nor

O'Donnell nor O'Toole would attend this Parliament ; they held out sullenly

for a time, but the next year O'Xeill and O'Donnell came in.

The speeches in the English language were translated into the Gaelic

tongue to the Irisb chiefs by the Earl of Ormond. The main business

was to consider a Bill voting the crown of Ireland to Henry the Eighth,

Avhich was unanimously passed—registered rather—for, as far as tbe native

legislators were concerned, tbe assemblage was merely that of conquered

and subdued chieftains, who could not du otherwise than consent to the

proposal. They severally yielded up tbeir Irisb titles and received Eng-

lisb instead, and in many instances, if not in all, they consented to receive

from Henry royal patents or title-deeds of tbeir lands. Theirs from the
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English standpoint, but, according to the views of their clansmen, not

their lands, but the tribe lands.

The acceptance of these patents, much more than that of their Eng-

lish titles, was a complete abrogation of the Gaelic relation between clans-

men and chief, and, this being done without the knowledge or consent of

the different Irish clans, they, when the matter came within their ken,

very n;iturally repudiated it, declaring that their chiefs had received from

them no authority or power to enter into any such compact with Clan

London, and that in the absence of such deputed authority from them the

action of their chiefs as regards their tribe lands was null, and ceased to

be obligatory upon them ; but to no use.

We have entered thus far into the history of the time in order that

the reader mav at once understand the position, and the bold and defiant

attitude assumed by Turlough O'Toole upon this trying occasion ;
" for,"

continues St. Leger, in his letter to the king, " these same O'Tooles in-

habit the mountains, Avhere they have no habitation but the woods and

marches, and yet do more harm to your English Pale than the most part

of Ireland."'

A marked compliment this to the prowess of the O'Tooles ; but St.

Leger had made up his mind that they must be subdued, and in the No-

vember following we find him issuing a proclamation to the O'Tooles, in

which he commands them to quit their mountains and seek locations else-

where. Tliis monition, he tells us, they clearly denied to follow, where-

upon his Excellency, with a strong force, entered their country, and, being

joined by the Earl of Ormond with a company of COO horse and foot (who

came at the rere, whilst St. Leger attacked them in front), they cun-

tinued about the fastnesses for four weeks, pursuing them and slaying

some of the sept, till at last they almost annihilated Turlough's army in a

fierce and bloody battle at a place now called the War Hill, near Powers-

court Waterfall, when for the first time his indomitable courage began to

fail.

Before proceeding to further describe the nature of the parley be-

tween Turlough and St. Leger, we may here state that this last great
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battle is to us supposed to have taken place on and around "^^'ar Hill, on
which Turlough and his clan were encamped. O'Curry, in his ''Manu-
scripts," speaks of this hill thus: "There is a rock in Glencree, called by the
natives 'Castle Toole,' but wliy, they do not know. Kear here, too, is a

hill which the natives call "War Hill. A battle was fought here between
the English and the O'Tooles. The killed were buried in a graveyard
near this hill, now called 'The Graveyard,' of which there is not at "pre-

sent (1839) a vestige but the name."

Here, then, it was that Turlough 0'Toole made his last stand against

the overwhelming forces of the English, under St. Leger, Brabazon, and
Ormond, and here it was the gallant old warrior was brought to bay,
although not yet finally conquered. On and around this hill were the
dead and dying strewn as the sun went down on the evening of that fatal

day.

ATTEE THE BATTLE WITH ST. LEGER AXD OEMOXD.

" Kight closed around the conqueror's way,

And lightnings shew'd the distant hill,

Where those who lost that di-eadful day

Stood few and faint, hv^ fearless still.

The soldier's hope, the patriot's zeal,

For ever dimmed—for ever crost

!

Oh ! who shall say Avhat heroes feel

"When all but life and honour's lost ?

" The last sad hour of freedom's dream.

And valour's task, moved slowly by,

While mute they watched till morning's beam
Should rise and give them ligbt to die.

There's yet a world where souls arc free

—

Where tyrants taint not nature's bliss

—

If death that world's bright opening be,

Oh! who would live a slave in this ?"

17
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But vre must return to Turlough and the deputy, and their parley at

tlie castle of Fassaroe. Turlough saw before him the vast powers and re-

sources of Henry, while his own were all exliausted. He saw marshalled

before him thousands of mailed warriors, with every improvement in arms

and their appointments, fulh" versed in the improved mode of warfare

;

whilst nearly all his own men were slain in the many and long-continued

contests with their English enemies.

What did it avail that though every one of the few of his gallant

clansmen that were left survivors was a match for every twenty of the

hired assassins of England ? Still, even with this odds, numbers will

o'erwhelm, and what would his few gallant knights and gallowglasses be

when compared with the tens of thousands that Henry could bring into

the field? Add to this the knowledge that Tui-lough had of the other Irish

chieftains having given way, or being about to accept terms ; the

Ivavanaghs had accepted them, the O'Byrnes had followed suit, and so

had the O'Xeills and O'Donnells, and many other great Irish chieftains.

All these causes must have formed in the mind of Turlough a gloomy

prospect, strongly urging him to accept the inevitable ; and we may rest

assured that the crafty St. Leger and slippery Ormond lacked not in

pointing out the alleged advantages to be gained by submission to Eng-

land's king. Submission ! Aye 1 here was the drug that embittered the

alrcadv bitter cup of the poor chieftain's shattered fortune. " Oh !"

soliloquized he, "was it for this that the chieftains of my clan, for over 400

years, defied the power of the English might ? Had they submitted to the

>'orinan conquerors they might have enjoyed the pos.session of their fat

acres and wide demesnes on the rich plains of Kildare. But, no ; they

preferred liberty among their wild and barren mountains, from Avliose im-

pregnable strongholds they could proudly hurl defiance on the Xorman
freebooters in the valleys below, and, ever and anon descending like a de-

stroying host, make those same plundering ZS'ormans disgorge large por-

tions of their wrongly- acquired wealth.

'•Bitter, unrelenting fate ! Has it been reserved for me to surrender



AXD OTHEU LKINSTEE SEPTS. 243

these fortresses that for over four hundred years have been the protection
of my clan ?"

" 'Tis little we'd heed their father's sons,

The marehmen of the Pale,

If Irish hands and Irish hearts

Had Spanish blade and mail."

Hereupon, Turlough, finding himself unable to cope -with such strong

array, and seeing the inutility of continuing such an unequal strife—par-

ticularly as the Kavanaghs, O'Byrnes,* and the other chieftains had made
theii- submission—reluctantly signified, tlirough Ormond, that he would
parley -with the deputy St. Leger. The proposal was eagerly accepted

by the deputy, and the parley was held in the old castle which stood at

Fassaroe—that old stronghold of the O'Toolcs which commanded a view
of the beautiful scenery of East "Wicklow. But the beautiful and en-

chanting diversity of wood and glade spread out before them had little

charms for either Turlough or the deputy, who, upon this solemn occasiou,

had more important matters to occupy theii- minds. Ko doubt, the ii-on

must have entered the soul of Turlough when he saw he had no alternative

but to submit to the deputy of Henrj-.

We can form but a weak conception of the anguish this great chief-

tain, the lion of the Wicklow mountains, the hero of a hundred battles,

must have suffered before he could bring himself to pronounce his ac-

quiescence in the plans and arrangements of the deputy. We may well

imagine how often his proud spirit was tempted to close the parley, to

scout their proposals, and, gathering the small remnant of his clan around
Lim, either fight his way to a mountain retreat, or, 'mid further deeds of

daring, die. And could Turlough have foreseen what the consequences

* As far back as a.d. 1535 \re find :
" Thaddeus O'Byme entered into an agreement

Tvith Lord Deputy Grey, on tlie 22nd January, a.d. 1535, and amongst other things he stipu-

lated not to adhere to any Irisliman, or any other, against the king or liis subjects, or

maintain any of the rebels of the king, especially those of the 'nation' of ' O'Tholes ' fleeing

into his country."— ( T'ide Carew State Papers.)
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of this one moment of weakness and vacillation were to be in the future

to his clan he would gladly have suffered his own and their annihila-

tion before he acceded. But, though a great warrior and valiant

champion, he was a bad diplomatist, and to this must be added his

lack of knowledge of the English language, while the English king was

represented at the conference by accomplished adepts in the arts oi

finesse, lying, and treachery.

So at last the Clan O'Toole were about to become ''Tiuglisshe" sub-

jects ; but Turlough was resolved thus far: he would dispute his rights,

inch by inch, though he was to submit ; the terms for himself and his

clan should be of the most honourable kind, and the terms to be entered

into must be arranged between himself (Turlough O'Toole) and the king

of England direct.

St. Leger was only too happy to agree to this ; in fact, as long as

his submission was accomplished, the deputy cared little for the details,

and promised to facilitate in every way the completion of a treaty between

Turlough and King Henry.

O'Toole demanded that at least he and his should be allowed to hold

their lands on the same terms as the Zavanaghs were allowed to hold

theirs. This St. Leger refused to listen to, but offered them other lands

within the Pale, " where," says he, " they should not have occasion to

do loyal subjects so much harm." But the hills and glens, the crags and

peaks of their beloved Wicklow were dearer to the O'Tooles than any

possessions they could get elsewhere, and they resolved to dispute the

wholesale evictions. Seeing this, and knowing that he had stern and de-

termined men to deal with, who would shed the last drop of their blood

sooner than part with their dear mountain homes, St. Leger relaxed

somewhat in his demands, and hinted that the king might think it better

to give them the lands they claimed as their omti than any other.

" Considering,'' says the deputy, in his letter to the king, "the same

be all waste, and hard to make Englishmen inhabit same without great

loss to his Highness."

But it occurred to Turlough that it would be more in conformity with
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liis owu rank for him to treat Avith Hemy the Eighth direct than to have

an inferior like St. Leger, through -whom the communications should pass,

Avith so much to say to them. He, therefore, determined to prefer his

claim to the king to have and hold his territory from the Crown the same

as the other chieftains. St. Leger appeared to think this fail- enough, as

he Avished for a settlement at any cost, and immediately took Tui-lough and

his brother, Ai-t O'Toole, of Castle Kevin, to peace, on condition that they

should leave the challenge of their lands and all tributes which they had

of his Majesty's subjects (three hundred or four hundred marks per an-

num) until Henry should finally settle the matter in dispute.

These preliminaries having been arranged, the deputy returned to

Dublin and -wi'ote to the king that Turlough "was able to raise two or three

hundred soldiers, and had done more hurt to the English Pale than any

man in Ireland, and would do so agaui, if he be not clearly banished or

restored to youi- Majesty's favour.'' He also advises that the lands claimed

by " Turlough be given to him, seeing that it would be hard to maintain

same Avithout excessive charges to the king ; that he (Turlough) should have

a grant of Powerscourt, lately passed to someone else who was entitled to

recompense; and that Art Oge O'Toole (a sober fellow and good captain)

should get a grant of Castle Kevin, with the lands thereunto belonging,

called Pertur, to be holden of his majesty by such service as might stand

with the royal pleasure."

" On these conditions," adds the deputy, " Turlough and Art have

promised to put in pledges of the best they have for good behaviour to

your Majesty's subjects, and also to pay yearly to your Majesty, after

two years, five markes by the year for PoAverscourt(.\ Avith Feracualan,

and other five markes by the year to the archbishop of Dublin, for his

interest in the said Castlekevin and Fertur afuresaid."

Great must have been the rejoicings at Dublin C&stle, and self-con-

gratulatory must have been the chucklings of the happily assorted trio—

the cunning diplomatist, St. Leger, the treacherous, deceitful Ormond, and

the sleeky, servile Fitzwilliam ; how very cordially they must have compli-

mented one another on their success in bringing the A\arlike and haughty
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chief of the O'Toolcs to acknowledge the sovereignty of their royal master.

Ormond -RTote at once congratulating the king, and special couriers were

despatched with his and the deputy's letters. In these, as we have shown

by the extracts given above, we see St. Leger's anxiety that the king

shjuld by all means accede to the terms of the OTooles, and to make sure

of Henry's acquiescence, he forewarns him of the evil consequences sure

to be attendant on his refusal, lie writes of the three or four hundred of

the clan available at any moment for war purposes, the infertility of the

soil, the difficulty and expense of settling Englishmen on it, and, lastly,

that the brothers both are right good fellows, whilst Art Oge falls in for

his especial commendation.

I fear the anxious zeal of St. Leger to have the O'Toole difficulty

off his hands must have actuated him to attribute to them many qualities,

the possession of which, did they tend towards their good name, he would

have denied them in private, trumpet he ever so loudly in his letters to

the king. But he may have spared himself any anxiety about Henry's

raising any difficulties as to the details of the O'Toolcs' submission ; far

too glad was he that there was a chance of Turlough's acknowledging him
as his sovereign master for him to spoil it by any higgling over the terms-

Certainly not ! The O'Toole would be granted anything he asked of him,

and the joy of the English monarch at the thought of receiving the sub-

mission of so troublesome an enemy asTurlough O'Toolehad proved himself,

was as full and as complete as the bitterness of soul and heartfelt pain of

that proud chieftain at making it.

Towards the end of the same month in which the deputy and Tui'lough

held their parley, the latter made some preparations for his journey (which

was not then as easy a matter as it is now). "When starting he was accom-

panied by a few of his faithful knights, and forming one of the party was

Fitzwilliam, who was to act as interpreter between King Henrj- and the

chieftain in their conference, which was to come off at Hampton Court,

Avhither they were destined, and where the king was then residing.

Three hundred and sixty-five years had passed since the great St.

Lorcau Ua Tuathail waited on Henry 11. at 'Windsor, on a mission
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soinjAvliat of a similar nature. It is reasonable to suppose that this fact

must have occurred to the memory of Turlough, and taught him that he was

not th3 first of his famil}' who approached the majesty of England ;
and it

must have buoyed up his spirits when he remembered that he was but

walking in the footsteps of that great patriot, his kinsman. Turlough being

personally and favourably known to the Duke of Norfolk, determined to

wait upon that distinguished nobleman, en route, more particularly as he

brought a letter of recommendation from St. Leger to the duke. Wc pro-

duce this document in all the freshness of its quaint phrases and peculiar

orthography. The reader will see that its tenor is in keeping with those of

like import, in which an example is given of how sleeky and servile cour-

tiers, especially those sent over to Dublin, were accustomed to address

their superiors at the London Court, and particularly the king. It will

also show the style and manner they adopted when writing of the people

of this country, either with premeditated untruthfulness, or with an as-

sumed pitJ that is near akin to contempt.

Out on it ! Oh, if Turlough had but known the contents of this so-

called letter of " recommendation "
(?) he would have thrown it indignantly

in the teeth of St. Leger, and put him to the challenge of mortal combat.

But what matter? The stout heart can smile down complacent sugges-

tions of this kind, and as it were more or less the custom of the age, and

the men were Castle sycophants, basking for the time in the sunshine of

roj-alty, we can understand it, and so understanding, we can estimate such

attempts at lessening the moral character or social status of men like Tur-

lough at their true worth. iMere State puppets these, prepared to write or

to say— ay, to swear—whatever their master wished
;
poor, pandering, pro-

fligate slaves to a licentious tyrant's whims.

The "worthy" letter of recommendation runs thus :

"Mv Most Gracious Good Lord,—It may please your grace to be ad-

vertised that concerning his Majesties high commandment concerning the

reformation of Laynster, whiche, as your grace knoweth, restith in reform-

ing the O'Berns, "the O'Tooles, and the Ivavanaghs, whiche, thankes be to

God, are now contented to be as others of his highuessc's subjectcs. And,
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for beca-wse I knowe your Grace shall se the Kinge's letters, u'herin T,

M-ith the cownsell here, have expressed at large our procedinges, I leave

to vryte the same to your grace. But the speciall cawse I "wryte to your

grace is, first, considering how miche I am bownd to love and sarve your

blood, -with whom I have hadde my bringhing up, and also for that I knowe

no noble man in Ynglande hath such knowledge of the qualities of this

land, and the people thereof, as your grace.

"And therefore I shall moste humbly beseche your grace, when ye

shall sc and peruse the same our letter, sent to his Majestic, that ye will,

according your accustomed goodnesse set forthe the same, and, wher it

lacketh good matter to pardon our rudenes and accept our good

willes.

" And as concerning Tirlough O'toole, your old servante, his only

confidence, next tbe king, is in your grace, apon wliose only favour he is

now repaired into Yugland; and as your grace knoweth, altho' he be but

a wretohe, yet he hath done more harme to the Ynglisshe-Pale than any one

man in Irelande, and could never before this tyme be brought to that poynte

that he now is.

"And it is verely thought, that, if it may please the hinge's majestic,

to enti-eate this symple person in good sorte, that shalle meane not only to

reduce the grete parte Laynster, but also encourage other Irishmen to like

obedience. Your grace knowith well that the centre where the O'Tooles

inhabitte, is all wast and ther lyving is only upon the hinge's subjects by
stelthis bodragges and tributes whiche they have yerely of the

hinge's subjects to the valew of 4 or 500 markes which they have now
clearly realised.

" And for becawse this Tirlogh namyth hymselfe your servante being

mynded, as I before have said, to repair unto Ynglaud to the hinge's

majestic, and lacking money for his forniture I have given hym of myn owne
purse 20 £ towardes his charges, and he wold nedis that I shuld wryte to

your grace that he shuld lackc nothing when he cam ther, for he said he

was suer that if I wold wryte to your grace, that your grace wold

se that he shold lacke nothing, andtho' your grace knowe hiswretchidness
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of lyve yet his corege is grete, for wlieii O'Neill, O'Donnell, O'Chonnor,

and all the grete lordes of Ireland were bent ageinst the Ynglisshe Pale, he

sent word to the Lord Deputie and said :
' Sens that all these grete lordes

were against bym, that he wold suerly be with hym, and do no hurtc to the

Ynglisshe Pale in his absence ; b\it when so ever that all they were .at

peace, then he alone would be at warre with hym and the Ynglisshe

Pale. Whiche promies he truly kept, for, assone as O'Neill, O'Donnell,

O'Chonnor, and all the reste were .com to submission, then this Tirlogh

began to make warre and not before, and your grace knoweth ryght

well that ther is more honestie to be gotten ageinst O'Neill than agayn

such a one as Tirlogh, who may do mich harme and hath nothing to lose,

whiche considered I dowt not but your grace will thiuke it good to wynne

suche a person to goodnesse whereby as miche centre may be manewred as

will fynd 2 thowsand persons, and now is waste without come or

cattel. I remitte this to your Lordship's wisdom, I shall desii-e the same to

command me and ye shall fynd me redy to doo it with as hartie will as

any poor man may.
" And thus I pray God send your grace long liffe to lEis pleasur.

"From Kilmaynan, the 16th of November, in the 32nd yere (1541)

of his Majesties most victorious reign.

"(Signed), " Your Graces to command,
" Anthony Sentleg.

" To his Grace the Duko of Northfolk."

Anyone after reading and studying the life of Turlough O'Toolc, his

noble and chivalrous bearing, his self-sacrificing and patient character,

would at once stamp the aforesaid letter as one continuous tissue of false-

hood, deceit, and fraud, inasmuch as St. Leger evidently had one object

in view—namely, to obtain the goodwill of his royal master ; and no

artifice, however mean, nor no lying treachery, however base, would he

for one moment permit to stand between him and this his darling desidera-

tum. Here St. Leger's plan was to get the Duke of Norfolk, whom he

knew to be a particular friend of Turlough's, aud all-powerful with the
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king, to use his influence vith Henry to secure for Turlough a favourable

reception at the hands of that monarch, that he may extend to him his

friendship, and restore to him under his royal patent his Irish territories.

Keedless to say, all this trouble and manoeuvring on the part of Sentleger

was not for any friendship he entertained for Turlough—quite the con-

trary—but he very astutely wanted to establish the principle of receiving

their lands from the hands of the king among the Irish chieftains, his

success in any one case proving as an inducement for others to do the same
;

thereby obtaining the thorough subjugation of Ireland, and bringing the

Irish chieftains one by one to acknowledge their allegiance to England's

king. lu the ultimate attaining of this object we have the best proof of

the success of St. Loger's tactics, in the pursuance of which he was very

little troubled about the view that might be taken of his actions from a

moral standpoint; neither paused he to inquire "Does the end always

justify the means ?" or to consider that evil cannot be done even if good

come from it. These questions were too abstruse for St. Leger. lie

wanted to secure himself in the arch-confiscator's good graces by his liish

policy, and he succeeded but tuo well.

That Turlough O'Toole was somewhat eccentric, with a strong dash

of originality in his composition, is certain ; that he was brave, noble, and

generous there is no doubt ; but that he was impolitic is unquestionable.

When O'Xeill was harassing the northern limits of the Pale, Turlogh

folded his arms and would not strike a blow at the deputy, because he

thought much honour could not be gained under such circumstances. He
had, indeed, an exaggerated notion of "fair play," and deemed it beneath

him to take advantage of Saint Loger's difhculties while that personage

v.'as engaged with the Ulster clans. Tirlough Avas jealous of his laurels,

and too confident of his own prowess. He courted no alliance with either

O'Neills or O'DonnoUs, but was perfectly satisfied Avith the resources which

his own clan and those of the O'Byrnes and Kavanaghs placed at his dis-

posal. If the Dubliners demurred to their agreement, and refused to pay

the O'Tooles the tributary tax, Turlough would have no assistance in the

forcible collection of it, and as they did so demur on every possible occa-
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sion, tlicy thouglit the others were not in a position to enforce it. Wc
can casilj- see that the maintaining of this levy was an incessant source of

warfare. TMietlier Turlough's constant war in support of it was impru-
dent or not, to him must be accorded the possession of that spirit of

chivalry that would not permit him to abate for a moment any of the tri-

butary rights of his clan, or permit to be curtailed during the time of his

chieftainship any of those privileges to which they were entitled, and
which had come down from his predecessors. This heightened, indepen-
dent conduct of Turlough caused him to be much feared by his enemies,

and by none more than by the deputy-.

But methinks that the deputy had said too much for Turlough in his

letter of recommendation to the Duke. By what process of transforma-

tion they were to make an " Ynglissheman" of Tiudough is far beyond
our comprehension. Would he be so impressed by the sights of London,
and the obese proportions of the bloated, licentious king as to induce him
to part with all the grand qualities that distinguish the character of the

Celtic chief ? C'ould all the splendour of Greenwick and Hampton Court

make him forget the hills and glens of Fcracualan and Imaylc ? Or would
the glories of Westminster Abbey make him a whit more devout than the

unadorned little oratory of St. Machonoc, or the grand old ruins of Glen-

dalough? Above all, could he forget the -sn-ongs and outrages that he and
his had endured for long centuries at the hands of a succession of English

pro-consuls, whose aim was to wrest from them their lands, and tlieir

hearts' desires gratified when they succeeded in throwing them homeless

and penniless on the world ? Perhaps Henry thought he might be able to

effect tliis supernatural change by some artifice or stratogem. But, no

—

the thing was impossible ; the king might induce him to learn the English

tongue, to don the English apj)arel, but were this to make of him an

"Ynglissheman" we might deny the adage which maintains "that the

habit does not make the monk," excejit outAvardly.

Since 1307 the Englisli executive in Ireland had striven to bring

about this homogenity, but with what result is well known. And, indeed,

it is hard to imagine how so crafty and sensible a fellow as St. Leger
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undoubtedly was could have counted on changing the nature of such a

man as he knew from bitter experience Turlough to be. But have not all

England's deputies, from St. Legers time even to the present day, in

pursuing the same fatal policy, been rewarded by the same barren results?

As the centuries rolled round, and as the different tp-annical methods

were adopted in interminable succession, each wave of persecution, as it

passed over, left its surviving victims bereft and desolate, but unchanged

and unchangeable in their undying fidelity to their God and country.

Yes ; undoubtedly, the Irish people may laudably boast of this ; for

neither the rack nor gibbet, the pitch cap, and free quarterings of earlier

days; the famine pestilence, or the bitter exodus of our people in more

modern times; the scaffold or the patriot's prison cell of our own genera-

tion ; aye, dovrn to the Balfourian application of liberal England's "re-

sources of civilization," have tended for one single moment in ttie

reconciling of the people to the sway of England. On the contrary, they

have acted as incentives to the more zealous preservation of their nation-

ality ; and, profiting by experience, they have carefully made sound the

weak points in their armour, thi-ough which they were formerly so suc-

cessfully assailed, and now present to the world, after all their sufferings,

one solid, unbroken front of undying patriotism.

Ai-e we not still an unconquered race ? Go where you will, at home

or abroad—even to the very extremities of the earth—and will you not

find the Clan O'Toole, and not only the Clan O'Toole, but all Irishmen,

fervently retaining their marked characteristics: love of native land, gene-

rous ardour, tenderness, vivacity, hatred of oppression, and devotion to faith

and fatherland? And in the possession of all these qualities Turlough

O'Toole need have yielded to none. Little apprehension, then, need be en-

tertained of the success of St. Leger's project to anglicize him; for, though

Turlough was soon to be a mover amid strange scenes and brilliant page-

ants, his heart would be far away amid the native glens and valleys which

he loved with a passionate love, second only to that he bore his God and

his holy religion.

Accompanied by a few of his gallant knights and a guard of honour,
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Turlouj^h now set out for the Eaglish court. He ^risked to maintain that
style and dignity on his journey, both on account of the self-respect due
to his clan and himself, and the exalted position of the kin"' with whom
he was going to have audience. We make no doubt that the reception
afEorded Turlough and his knightly companions by his old and esteemed
friend, the Duke of Norfolk, was cordial and sincere ; that the hospitali-

ties were extended to him and his train more in the light of an honoured
and welcome guest, equal, if not superior in rank to that of his noble
host, than in the spii-it of the lying, cringing letter from St. Leo'er of

which Turlough was the bearer.

The duke, no doubt, also promised his friend, Turlough, the exercise

of his good offices in inti-oducing him to the king, facilitating his business

and furthering his cause, and that he would strive and make his visit to

the English metropolis as pleasant as could be expected under the peculiar

circumstances.

Henry was staying at his palace at Hampton Court, and thither went
Turlough and his knights attendant. They were attired in the costumes of

the Irish nobles of the time, viz., saffron shirts (or tunics, somethin"- after

the style of the Eoman toga), trimmed with silk and gold, and mantles
trimmed in like manner, together with all the insignia of knights. In
the tall, erect form of that old warrior, whose seventy and odd years were
borne as lightly as if he had not yet commenced to coimt his years by
scores, one would fail to discover any of those symptoms of the era vino-

suppliant that St. Leger would fain have him considered. There was
certainly very little quailiag in the glance of that eagle eye, as it was
thrown from time to time amid the ranks of the inquisitive Saxons, and
it acted as an unmistakable extinguisher in repressing the too eager curi-

osity of any impertinent courtier.

The Duke of Norfolk introduced him to the king, and how it fared

with Turlough and King Henry his Majesty himself tells us :
" That

he treated the mountain chief hospitably and with kindness," and

we have no reason to think that he did not, nor failed to show him
that respect due him as the head of the Clan O'Toole. There was one
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great difficulty in this interview, and that was the difference of language.

They knew not the Irish tonkas ; superfluous to add that Turlough was

equally ignorant of the Saxon jargon, and though St. Leger made provi-

sion for partially surmounting this difficulty, by sending over in Turlough'

s

train one Fitzwilliam as interpreter, yet the parley must have been one in

which Turlough's interests were likely to suffer, in evidence of which, -we

find that while St. Leger had an instrument already prepared to lay before

the king, in the form of a petition, Turlough laboured under the hallucina-

tion that he was formulating the basis of an agreement which -was to be

executed between himself and the king.

It runs as folloAvs, substantially, as copied from the State Papers of

the time

:

" That the territory of Feracualan, which his ancestors had, and

which he (Turlough O'Toole) had, until expelled by the Earl of Kildare,

extending five miles in length and four in breadth, now desolate, except

only Powerscourt, Kilpeter, Kilcoolyn, Barnaghbeg, Barnyglimore, tlie

Owenagh, Ballycarty, Templebeggan, Kiltagaran, Cookstown, An.iacreve,

Ballynbrow, Ivvlleger, and the Monastery ; and that these lands should be

divided between him and his sequelle (that is, his followers or clansmen

\

on condition of their obedience to the king, use English apparel, and per-

formances of such services as the gentlemen of the Welshes and Harols do

or use in the Marches of Dublin. The said Turlough to have the premises

divided between him and his brother, and after division made, each party

to have letters patent of their portion.

"The said Turlough to hold the seignory of the king, by knight's

service and payment of five marks yearly. On behalf of his brother. Art

Oge O'Toole, he further prayed that he might have after like form and

sort the manor of Castlekerin, with the lands of Fertire of the king, reserv-

ing yearly five marks to the archbishop of Dublin and his successors."

This was the substance of the memorial presented to the king in the

name of Turlough, but in reality it was St.Leger's, and in it was contained

everything which he knew Henry desired, and even more. It M'as formally
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handed by ritzwilliam to the king, and the king's wcrds in reply were
interpreted by that individual to Turlough.

We can form some conception of the reluctance of Turlough to

acknowledge Henry as his king, or to agree to accept the patent of his

lands from his hands ; but " needs must," he had to accede to the inevit-

able, and become an illustration of the adage that " Prudence is the better
part of valour ;" and so the old " warrior bowed his crested head, and
tamed his heart of fire."

Henry was quite overjoyed at the successful issue, and entertained

Turlough and his knights most sumptuously, and wrote in gleeful haste

to St. Leger, his well-beloved deputy in his kingdom of Ireland, from
Hampton Court, 27th January, saying that he had entertained the memo-
rial of Turlough O'Toole favourably, and that lie had "not only used him
well," but had thought fit to grant to him and his brother Art all the

lands as were contained in the schedule remitted to the deputy
; and fur-

thermore, authorised the chancellor to make out to him and his brother

Art Oge O'Toole, and their heirs, Letters-Patent under the Great Seal of

Ireland, of the same, to have and to hold said lands upon conditions which
" "We send you." The year in which this grant was made was an epochal

one, because in it, after solemn Mass had been sung in St. Patrick's Cathe-

dral, Dublin, by the schismatic Archbishop Brown, Henry Till, was duly

proclaimed king of Ireland.

"We here extract from the State Papers :

" Letterfrom King Henry Till, to Lord Deputy St. Leger and Council.

"Hampton Court, January 2~tli, i542.

"Grant to Turlo O'Tholeand his brother, A.rt O'Thole, all such lands

as were contained in the schedule forwarded by the Lord Deputy, and
directing him to call before him Piers Talbot, who had alreadv ])ossession

of the lauds of Powerscourt, and in 'a gentle sorte' to get from him a

surrender of those lauds and give them to O'Thole; and Fitzwilliam, who
came as interpreter, informed his Majestic that the Lord Deputy had pro-

mised him the lands of Imaile, which were then in an Iri'^liman's hands,
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The king commanded the fulfilment of this promise, for the full winning

of Turlo and the better alluring of others by his example, enjoining him

to have a vigilant eye to Turlo and his brother, and if they should hap-

pen to return to their old kind of life, ' so pursue them, as they may as

well in their punishment be example to others.'
"

These are the conditions upon the avoidance letters patent to O'Toole

shall depend

:

''He shall keep the Castle of Powerscourt stanch and formidable.

He and the inhabitants shall use the English language to the best of their

knowledge, and they shall use the English habit and manner. They shall

bring up their children after the English manner, and in the use of the

English tongue. They shall keep such of their lands as shall be suitable

for tillage, manurance, and husbandry.

"They shall impose no cess or charge upon the inhabitants, nor keep

any gallowglasses but such as shall be permitted by the Lord Deputy and

Council.

" They shall not exact black rent, coyne, or livery on any of the

king's subjects in the counties of Kildare, Dublin, or Katherlough.

"They shall permit paths or roads to be made by the deputy through

their possessions.

" They shall be obedient to the king's laws, and answer his High-

ness's writs and commandments at the Castle of Dublin, or where his

court shall be kept, or his laws administered.

" They shall attend the Lord Lieutenant on all hostings when fore-

warned, in such form and in such company as the marches of the county

of Dublin.

" Tliev shall not maintain nor succour the king's enemies, rebels, or

traitors.

" They shall hold their lands by one whole knight's fee and five

marks rent, and O'Toole shall give one of his 'best sonnes' for pledge.

" (Henky Till., Hex).

"Given at Hampton Court, January 27th, 1542."
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Henry might impose conditions, and subject Turlougli to certain obli-

gations, and even if the latter had succeeded in combating his natural

reluctance to abide by them, the diabolical chicanery of St. Leger started

fresh obstacles in his path. Apparently struck with a scruple, the deputy
refused to make out the patents to the king's order, besause he had dis-

covered in the interim that Turlough's children were all bastards, that is,

"bom of parents not married according to the order of his Majestie's

laws." " Till your Highness' farder pleasure signifies" (writes this con-

summate scoundrel) "I staye to make and delyvor any graunte to them."

In reply to this, however, the king writes, July 4th, 1542

:

" Concerning the grants made to Turlough O'Toole, for as much a.^

when the said grant was made unto him, his son Avas taken for his heir,

though some objection might have been made as to his condition, whereof

we then heard nothing ; in case young Turlough will be bound to the

conditions M'hich his father had promised, we be pleased that you shall,

by warrant hereof, cause letters patent to be made unto him and his

right heirs of the same.

'

But this royal mandate was unheeded, for St. Leger informs us that:

"Young Turlough was slain before his Majesty's will in that regard

took perfection."

What a thoroughly hypocritical knave was this ! How punctiliously,

scrupulously anxious he was for the Act of Parliament legitimacy of

Turlough's children ! Well in his heart he knew that Turlougli had been

lawfully married according to the rites of the Holy Koman Catholic

Church, although he nor his had not, nor would they ever, conform to the

rites of the new church established by Henry and Elizabeth.

It has seldom fallen to our lot to be able to record anything honour-

able of England's eighth Henry, but his action in this matter of Turlough

CToole goes to show that even in what may be termed his own special

line of business, viz., robbery and confiscation, he was but a mere appren-

tice when compared with that barefaced plunderer, his Iri:sh Lord Deputy.

Even as it was in 1542, so is it to-day; the little good that may from

time to time be wrung from the English Government, is, in passing

IS
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through those channels of corruption in Dublin Custlc, become so impreg-

natccrwith the noxious germs of that fetid atmosphere, as to be rendered

completely useless.

However, St. Legcr did not succeed in preventing the king from in-

sisting on the patents being made out, Avliich at leugth were done, and

having been signed by St. Leger and the Council, by Eenry's command,

were handed to Tuilough O'Toolc.

The following are the letters patent, and on account of their quaint-

ness and style, we will give them to the rotider, as they may be interest-

ins; to him:

Piaut j
FiantLreDni

Henry Till. )
Uegis patentes

'

'

in debita forma

tcuore verbos sequen Rex. etc., omni-

bus ad quo?, etc.. saltm, sciatis q* nos

de gfa nra speciali ac excerta scientia

ct mere motu nris.

Kecnon in consideracione veri et

fidelis servicii, quod dictus subditus

noster Tercntius O'Toole genosus

jam dudu nobis dc rebclliono sua re-

eonciliatus in dies nubis inipostcru

impeudct Dediinus concessiiiius ac

pntes damns et concediimis eid Tei'-

cntio maneriu ct caslriiin iidiTi dc

rowoi-scoTirte. in CmTi inn iMdilin.

iS't'Ciion OrH I\li;;, terras, rcddit,

leiicucs et scrvir. jiraf, ii'ax"-. pastur,

lidsc. sub-lio<r. iiiok'ndifi, a(|Uas,

stagfi, vivar, iii>cai

alia liei-cditamcnt;

\ibus buis jiditin

Oi

a (|Uicii(|

it! et hnii

Let it be done as"! Have made, by
commanded by I letters patent of

Henry Till.
) our lord the

King, in due form set out in the

following words : The king and so

forth, to all to whom, and so forth,

saluting. Be it known that wo, of

our special grace, and from certain

knowledge, and moved by our gcne-

rositv ; also in consideration of the

true and faithful services which our

said noble subject, Terence O'Toole,

lately reconciled to us from his

rebLdlinii. daily inclines to us for the

future, we liave given and granted,

and we do give and grant, to the

s.inie Terence our manor and castle

ot Power-eoiirt, in our county of

Ihiblin.

Also all messuages, lands, re-

venues, rents and services, U-cadows,

pasture, pasturage, woods, under-
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do PoMcrseourto, Ivilpotcv, Kilcolyii,

ISeanagiibogo. licanaglmuire, le

C)vonaglie, ])allyoartv, Temple-

lii'gnn, Ivillagnrau, Cokoston, Ana-

crew, Kilinolyny, Ballin\)rowc, Kil-

leger et Mayuster, in Fcrcolen, in

cciTi, nfo, ])'dict Henc ct tenened

pMict mafiiu et Castri nccnon. Oia

p'redict, mes, terras, teii ac Oia alia

cetera premises cu, ptiii, p'fat, Ter-

entio et Hered, mascut de corpe suo

legittie, proereat. Tenend de nobis

hered et successoribis nostris in

capit p servicniTi unins feudi milit.

Kecnon reddend nude nobis hered

ct success, nris, annuatim idem Ter-

entins et hered sui p'dict, ad scdd

miirm Ilibernia ad festa Pasche et

St. MicTiis Archis cqnis porcionibr.s

quinq marcas h^g- monette terre nre

Hibernie predict p oiTiibus s'vieiis

quibus cnq absq compote se aliquo

aleo p endc nobis hered vol success

nfis reddend proA^iso semp quod

p'dict Tereutius hcrcd ct assign sui

p'dict et qui let eof p tcnqio existcn

iinnitcr dbscrvabit ji foi'inabit et

n'limi>lob-t ol:i siiigut (dndicocs

priii>- pact ct conATUcinncs stMpK'fi.

viz . quod diet Tcrcntius ]icr( d ct

a^si^fi siii rcpabuut, sustciitabunt,

inanutenebunt et custodicnt ct quilit

cor p tcmpc, existcn, repabit, sus-

n-oods, mills, still and running

waters, fisheries, mountains, and all

'"'ur other hereditaments whatsoever

lying in all his portions in tlie towns

and hamlets of Powerscourt, Xil-

peter, Ivilcolyn, Beanaghbege,

Beanaghmore, le Ovenagh, Bally-

carty, Templebegan, Kiltagaran,

Cokeston, Anacrew, Xilmolyny,

Ballinbrove, Killegar, and Mayn-
ster, in Fercolen, in our county

aforesaid, to have and to hold afoi'e-

said manor and castle. Also all

aforesaid messuages, lands, tenures,

and all other the rest of the premises

lying in that portion by grant to

Terence and his heirs masculine of

his body lawfully begotten, to hold

from us and our successors as head

by service of one knight's fee. Also

the same Terence and his heirs

aforesaid, succeeding to the manor

in Ireland, to pay from thence to us,

our heirs and successors, annually,

at the feasts of Easter and St.

]\Iichacl the Archangel, in equal

portions, live marks lawful money
of our land of Ireland aforesaid

;

and by all services by whatsoever

cr from whatsoever agreement, or

by any other claim to us, our heirs

or successors, to be rendered, dis-

charged, or practised; provided
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tentabit, manufenebit, et custodiet

castru p'dict de Powerscourte firmu

soli du cooptuet defensible. Ac quod

p'dict Terentius hered et assigii sui

et eor quitit ac Tenent et inhabi-

tantes DiTiinii de Powerscourte

p'dict ac cujmslit inde p'cett et oiiTi

aliar traf, et tent in bis nris tfis

patente, viz., speceficat et p'dict Ter-

entio concess intentur habitu ser-

mone et moribz Anglicanus p suo

posse et prolis suas educabunt et

educar facieut similiter et q"* diet

Terentius hercd et assigii sui et

tevz quitit tios p'dict que p'cultura

fuint in et ad usura culturponent et

custodient ac domus edificid necess

p'cultonbz trar p'dict edificar facient

infra tempus quo convenienter fieu

patent.

Et q* nee p'dict Terentius nee

hered vel assigfi sui capient ponent

aut Assidebunt vel capi poni out

assideri facient ofia out imposiciones

aliqus deant sup cultoribus aut

tenent terra? p'dict ultra et joreter

custuiTi, et annales roddit a eoloui:-;

et tenent solvi debit et consuef, nisi

de consensu et voluntate locu tenent

aut dcputatc firi p'tempe existen et

q'' ncc ipe diet. Terentius licrccl

ot assign sui so evz aliquis liebunt

aut tonebunt, aliquos scotieos

always that the aforesaid Terence,

his heii's and assigns aforesaid, and

whosoever of them for the time

being shall firmly observe, perform,

and fulfil all and singular the con-

ditions and covenants following al-

lowed and contracted, viz., that said

Terence, his heirs and assigns, sh.all

keep in repair, uphold, maintain,

and keep, and whatsoever of them

for the time being shall keep in re-

pair, uphold, maintain, and keep the

castle of Powerscourt aforesaid

strong, substantial, covered, and

defensible ; and that Terence afore-

said, his heirs and assigns, and

whatsoever of them, and tenants and

inhabitants of the demesne of

Powerscourt aforesaid, and whatso-

ever portioned from thence, and all

holders of other lands in these our

granted patents specified and given

to Terence aforesaid, shall use the

English di-ess, speech, and manners,

and shall educate their children, and

cau-c them to be educated, as far as

possible, in like manner. And that

said Terence, his heirs and assigns,

and whosoever of them that shall

subsist by cultivating the lands

aforesaid, shall appoint and keep a

tiller for and to that use, and shall

build requisite houses for the tillers
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vol turbai-ios uisi tot ct tales jux

forma modu ct tempus p'deputatu

out locu tcucnt ct cousiliu urm,

limitand et assignand. Ac q'' idem

Terentius neq hcred vel assign, sui

neq eos aliquis capicnt recipient

levabunt out petcnt aliquem reddit

ngiui Anglie voc "blacki-ent" nee

coyne nee liv'ye out aliquam exac-

tionem seu ullu onus de et ab abam
subdit nostr iufra, Com Dublin,

Kildar et Catberlagbe. Et quod

diet Terentius, liered et assigii, sui

et e^'z quilet toUerabunt et p mit-

tent omiod vias semit et passag

fieri scindi et planar in quolit loco

tras p'dict et in sih'is bosc marisco

et mont de mont de tempo in tem-

pus quotiens auq deputatus out loco-

tenes nostr p tempe existeii, voluint

assignabunt et limitabunt. Ac q'^

p diet Terentius hercd, et assign

sui ct eos quitit et omes alu tencnt

et inbitaut trar p'dict cruut nolis

hered etsuccess nrs et rcspondcbunt

brib p'cept p'ccss ct mandat nrs

iufra castru Dublifi out alibi ubi

curie nre costodicnter ct leges nrc

minis-trabunter. Et q'' idem

Terentius, bored ct assign sui et eos

quiitt [et omncs alu] tenent ct in-

hitant trar p'dict p'tcmpc cxistcn-

quoticns et quando p'moniti fuint

of tlic lauds aforesaid, and that they

cause them to be built within such

time as can be made convenient.

And that neither the aforesaid

Terence, nor his heiis nor assigns,

shall take, impose, or assess, or

caused to be made, imposed, or

assessed, any burdens or impositions

from or upon the cultivators and

holders of tbe lands aforesaid,

beyond and except the accustomed

and annual rent payable, due, and

customary from inhabitants and ten-

ants, unless with the will and consent

of our rejiresnetative or deputy for

the time being. And that neither

said Terence himself, his beirs and

assigns, or any of them, shall have

or hold any scot or turbary, except

such and so much according to the

form, manner, and time, said

deputy or locum-tenens and our

Council shall limit and assign, and

that neither said Terence, his heirs

or assigns, or any of them, shall

take, receive, raise, or ask for any

black revenue called in English,

black-rent, nor coyne, nor livery, or

anv other exaction, or ar.y burden

of and from any of our subjects

Avithin the counties of Dublin, Kil-

dare and CarloM'. And that said

Terence, his heirs and assigns, and
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rc'.>:;j)oudebuut cxurgcut ct trausibunt

cu lacu tenent ct dcimtati nostrl p'

tempe existen ad oia itinera viag-

regia excursus ct invasion contra in-

imicos ct rcbellcs noros eisd modo ct

forma et tali uumo lioiin cu cquis

curribus et-victuat in comitiva sua

put inliitant jMchie com Dublin et

Eildar respondcre ct transire-sole-

bant. Et q"^ nee diet. Terentius

hered vel assigii sui neque evz

aliquis tenebuntar juvabunt, sup-

portabunt suo uUo modo receipinnt

aliquem inimicos rebett vel p'dit

uostroz hered vel success nfos alu-

quim p'sens concessio vacua sit et

nuUius vigoris in lege.

Eo quod exp is mcnce etc aliqno

statute etc in cnjus rei etc. Teste,

etc.

Fiant consimilcs trc patentes,

Arthuro Juviui O'Tlioll, dc et sup
castro et Villa de Castlckevvne et

Ic ffcrter p cosmit redd et s'vic.

Anthony Sent Leger.

Johannem Alen Cane.

Thomam AValsli.

Jobann Wynne.
AVilliam C'avendyssj.

"whosoever of them, shall alloM' and

permit all manner of i-oads, path-

Avays, and jias.sages, to be made, cut,

and levelled in whatsoever place in

the lands aforesaid, and in the

forests, woods, seacoasts and tops

of mountains, from time to time as

many times as our deputy or locum-

tenens for the time being shall wish,

appoint, and limit. And that aforesaid

Terence, his heirs and assigns, and

"whosoever of them, and all holders

and inhabitants of the lands afore-

said, shall be and appear before us

at the command, process, or mandate

of our sheriffs, at our Castle of Dub-

lin, or other place "where our courts

are held and our laws administered.

And tliat same Terence, his heirs

and assigns, and whosoever of them

(and all others), holders and inhabi-

tants of the lands aforesaid for the

time being, as often as and when
forewarned, shall be, shall rejjly,

rise up, and pass over, for our

deputy or his locum-tcnens for

the time being, to all journeys,

royal stations, excursions and inva-

sions against our enemies and rebels

in tlie same manner, and from and

witli sueli number of their men,

horses, wagons, and provisions in

their company, according as the in-
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liabitants of t;ic marches of tlie counties of Dublin and Kildarc are accus-

tomed to ausAver with or pass over. And that neither tlio said Terence,

his heirs and assigns, nor any of them, shall hold with, assist, support, or

in any other manner receive any enemies robels to u-;, as aforesaid, our

heirs or successors; otherwise the present grant may be void and of no

force in 1ua\".

To Avhiuh declared resolution, sofurth.any other statute, and soforth.

In Avituess of which matter and soforth.

Ilave made also similar letters patent to young Arthur O'Toole, of

and upon the castles and toAvns of CastlekeA-yue and Ffertur, by similar

pay and scrA'ice.

Anthony St. Leger.

John Alen, Chancellor.

Thomas Walsh.

John Wynne.
William CaA^eudyssy.

Thus it Avas that, as far as a fcAV skins of A-ellum and the redundant

phraseology of the legal scribe could do it, Turlough and the Clan O'Toole

AA-ere changed from rebellious "lyrisshe" to laAV-abidiug " Ynglisshe," but

Ave fear there was as much reality about the grand transformation scene,

as Avhen in our youthful days we witnessed the magic wonders of the

pantomime-stage, Avhen a tumble-down house in Exchequer-street be-

came at the wand of the harlequin "ye grotto in ye valley of diamonds."

The " modus operandi " adopted in the case of the Clan O'Toole

may be taken as a sample case, showing how Henry and his deputy suc-

ceeded in filching from the Irish chieftains the territories of their fathers •

and the rights of their clans. Several of the chiefs yielded up their

Irish titles and receiA'cd others instead. This Avas one point on Avliich

Turlough Avould not give in. lie Avas satished Avith, and gloiied in, his

OAvn title of "Chief of the Clan O'Toole,"' and his not bringing back from

London any English title Avould, \vc make no doubt, have secured for him

the fealty of many of his clan, AA'ho, otherAvise, Avould have repudiated his

authority.
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OBricn was uow created Earl of Thorn ond ; Uliek Mc"UHliam, Earl

of Clanricarde, and Baron of Dunkellon ; Hugh O'Donnell was made Earl

of Tirconnc'll ; O'Neill, Earl of Tyrone ; Ivavanagh, Baron of Balljaun ; and

Fitzpatrich, Baron of Ofsorv. Most of these titles had been conferred by
Henry liimself, at his palace of Greenwich, the recipients having been

specially invited for that purpose, and the investiture was made the

occasion of great formal display, and was carried out with extravagant

pomp and impressive ceremony, sums of money having been given to the

chiefs to defray their expenses and furnish the necessary adornments for

their equipment. In many instances (if not all) the chieftains consented

to receive royal patents for their lands.

As we pointed out in an earlier portion of this history, this reception

of letters patent, or title-deeds, at the hands of the English monarch, by
the heads of the several septs, was the surest, the most concise, and the

most effective plan that could be adopted for completely abrogating the

Gaelic relations of clansmen and chief. But neither Eing Henry nor St.

Leger seem to have given due consideration to a very important factor in the

disposition of these tribe-lands, and that was, that the clansmen concerned,

and whose interests were even more vital than those of the chiefs them-

selves, were never consulted, and the whole arrangements were made as

if they were totally non-existent.

And, hence, we need not wonder that while the newly-created barons

were displaying their new-fangled honom-s and airing their dignities in

London, and while they were being feted and flattered by Henry and his

parasites at Greenwich, the clans at home, learning from dark rumour that

their rights and privileges were being treasonably chartered away across

ihe water, were nursing their wrath and bitterness in their hearts against

their whilom chieflains, and they were already making preparations that

when their full-fledged carls and barons would have come home to them
again they must rest content with their English titles, as the love and respect

of their clansmen were gone, and as " heads of their septs '' they would

know them no more.

There was another, and by no means the least indifferent of the many
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evil influences working against 1he interests of the Irish, and great must
be the inward rejoicings of tlie plotting St. Leger Avhen he realized to the

full the powerful instrument of evil this new estrangement could be made.
Chief against chief, and clan against clan, was as old as the bicter

memories of the first Kovman invasion; but the clan against their

chief was new, indeed, to poor Ireland, and too well the wily deputy
knew that it would lead to results more disastrous than all the power
of the king's troops, and that it would ultimately end either in their

own self-annihilation or in their becoming so weakened by internal dis-

sensions as to become an easy prey.

O'DonncU, on his return, found most of his clan, headed by his own
son, up in arms against him.

O'Brien was confronted by the like circumstances. McWilliam was
attainted by his people, and another McWilliam put in his place. O'Neill,

" the first of his race that accepted Euglish title," found that his clansmen

had formally deposed him, and elected as "The O'Neill," his son John,

suruamed "John the Proud," the celebrated "Shane O'Neill.'' On all

sides the septs repudiated the acts of their representatives, and took

formal and practical measures to disavow, and as far as they could, reverse

them. The hopelessness that had broken the spirit of the chief found no

part in the heart of the clan.

This was the beginning of a now complication in the already tangled

skein of Irish affairs. Hitherto, the clans themselves were intact though the

nation was shattered ; henceforth, the clans were split into fragments, and

from this period we hear of a king's or queen's O'Eeilly, and an Irish

O'Eeilly ; a king's O'Neill, and an Irish O'Neill; a king's O'Donncll, and

an Iiish O'Donnell. Here the deputy's talent for chicanery was again

brought into requisition, and by a wily trick he strove to effect a com-

promise ofi'cring them a chief of the native family stock, but requiring

that they should hold their lands from the English crown. In many
instances the Euglish nominee was able to rally to his side a considerable

number of the clan, and even without external aid they were able to hold

the chosen chief in check. By the internal feuds thus incited, the clans
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were utterly riven, aud were giveu over tci a sclf-actiiiuf proc-vs of extinc-

tion. Occasionally, indeed, the croM-n iinniincc, once ho Avas tinally

seated in the chieftaincy, tijrew off all alh'uianc" to his forciLrii master, de-

clared himself au "Irish chief," cast awav M'orufiilly his En<;lish '"earl-

ship," and assumed proudly the ancient ti'le tliat named him "head of

his clan.'' In this event the i;overnment simply dcelaicd him " deposed,"

proceeded to nominate another chief in hi< ]tlace, and sent an army to

install the new nominee on the nocks of the stubborn clan.

We have entered thus far into the history of Ireland of that eventful

period, in order that the reader may more easily understand the history

of the O'Tooles, and account for the event -which took place in Imayle

and Feracualan at this epoch, because, henceforth, the clan became divided

aud weakened, and took a downward tendency.

In the Clan O'Toole the brave old -warrior ruled as of yore, notwith-

standing all the parchment restrictions and conditions imposed by Henry's

royal letters patent. These latter gave Turlough very little trouble ; he

knew very -well that Henry gave him—nor had he power to give him—no

stronger rights to the teriitories of his clan than Avhat he possessed prior

to his London visit. He -was beloved as ever by his clan, Avith a fe-w ex-

ceptions on the west side of the mountains, who were disjileased with

him, and by means of these few St. Leger contrived to get rid of him in a

summary manner of which he has left a succinct account. Before sub-

mitting it to the reader, mt may premise that the dc]uities of that and

subsequent reigns were instructed by the London cabinet to foment

those rivalries and discords among the heads of the Irish, as such would

tcua to their more speedy cffacemcut.

Unfortunately, the Clan O'Toole wore not altogellier free froiu this

spirit of discord. Those on the east side of the mountains, under the

mmediatc control of Turlough and his bi'ollun' Art Oge. joincnl Avith tlieir

chiefs in accepting the inevitable, aiul to a certai:i extent ratified Tup-

lough's action, 'as they knew he had no other alternative ; but it Avas not

so with those on the west side of the mountains under the chieftaincy of

MacShane O'Toole, whoso sou, Turlouirh IMacShano O'Toole, had been
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lately elected tanist of the clan, and as such, was, of coiivsc. the next to

succeed to tlic govcrnmeut of tlic whole clan after Tiirlougli's death. Mac-
Shane, whether right or wrong, would repudiate any arrangement made
with the English king, and rose in rebellion against Turlough, no doubt urged

on by the secret agency of the treacherous and wily St. Legcr. Ko sooner

did Turlough of Poworscourt hear of the rebclliou of his haughty uriaght,

than he resolved to crush it in the bud ; and assembling his noble and

gallant knights, his faithful keraes and gallowglasses, he told them of tli3

iufidelity of MacShane OToole, and that part of the clan beyond the

mountains, and his intention of chastising him, and bringing him back to

his subjection.

Away started Turlough with '* horsoracn and kerne," across hill and

dale, mountain and glen, in order to chastise his haughty lieutenant ; but

here Turlough met his match, or as the old adage hath it: " When Greek

meets Greek—then comes the tug of -war.'' After travelling all day over

rugged mountain and fertile valley, through bog and morass, night closed

roxmd them as they arrived on the borders of Imayle, where they halted

and put up for the night, fearless of danger. MacShaue, learning of Tiir-

lough's arrival, and of his hostile intent, -went forth to meet him, surprised

him in the night, surrounded the house in which Turlough and his knights

were quartered, and attacked it. In the battle which ensued, the noble

and gallant old Avarrior and many of his knights were slain.

The exact spot where this last sad tragic scene took place is not men-

tioned in any book tliat I have read, but it must have Ijeen in one of the

ravines leading into Glen Imayle from Feracualan, probably Glenreigh,

which lies on the other side of the mountain, as they passed out from

Glendalough and dropped down into the glen in Avhieh the Inver-reigh, or

king's river, rises, and floAvs doAvn till it meets the Liifey at I'.urgage, near

Phoul-a-phooea. Wc are nut luld the iiiihiIrt of knights (except Turlmi-li

Oge jMcTurlough and Turhmgh McArt ()'To„lr, uf Castlekcviu. heir-

apparent to the Lciuster chieftaincy) or kernes that Avei'e slain of Tur-

lough's forces ; but of one thing Ave are certain, that there must have been
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positive neglect ou some of tlieii' parts, else tlicy could never liave been

so sm'2)rised.

A dark, sad, and evil night it was for the Clan O'Toole, wlien one of

its greatest and bravest chieftains thus met "vrith au inglorious death at

the hands of another of her valiant sons. It was tlie outcome of the evil

policy of the lying and double-dealing St. Leger, who first made war on

Turlough, after harassing him and preying on him for two months ; who
next invited Ormoud, with six huudi-ed fresh men, to assist him in devas-

tating his country and slaying his clansmen, thus weakening him to such

a degree, as that he was constrained to accept his terms ; terms that, had

the redoubtable Turlough been able to show any kind of a front, he would

have died rather than accept ; and here, with the dead body of Turlough

before him, the acme of his villainous machinations was attained; or, in the

parlance of those days, he " compassed" the death of Turlough.

The death of Turlough O'Toole, lord of Powerscourt (as the " Four

Masters" call him), and the debarring of MacShane O'Toole from the seig-

niory of Imayle for ever ; this was, indeed, killing two birds with one stone.

The latter, however, was not put into force for some time by St. Leger.

Such was the melancholy end of this grand old warrior chieftain,

hero of a hundred battles, who, imaided, had maintained for so many years,

against many viceroys, and all the barons of the Pale, the independence of

his clan.

Those of Turlough's knights and followers who escaped the slaughter

gathered round the body of their dead chief, raised him gently, and carried

hira home to Powerscourt Castle. To add further to the misfortunes of

the night, it was found that his eldest son, Tiu'lough, as well as young

Turlough, son of Art Ogc of Castlekevin, and tanist of the clan, were also

numbered among the slain. Amvcd at Powerscourt, the body of Tur-

lough was allowed to lie in state for some days, and his clansmen and fiiends

passed round the catafalque, casting loving, but sorrowful eyes on the now
stilled featm-es of their grand old chief, who had so gallantly led them

against their enemies for over forty-two years. Slowly and sadly they

bore the beloved remains to the church, when, after solemn office and
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Mass de E-equiem, they were at last consigned to the grave. Loud were
the sorrowful wailings of the Clan Ui Tuathail for the loss of their departed

chief; deep and heartfelt were the regrets felt and expressed by the neigh-

bouring clans ; and, indeed the whole nation mourned his loss, for at such

a critical period of her history there were many who could have been far

more easily dispensed with. The annalist records it thus :

"This year. 1542, was slain Turlougli O'Toole, lord of Feracualan

and chief of Clan OToole, one of tlie greatest heroes the world ever saw.

Had I the tongues of angels and men I should never be able to narrate

his merits. The mighty defender of his kindred and his clan, the avenger

of tyranny and oppression, the safe refuge of the weak and the distressed,

thy glory and chivalry are gone I Poor Clan Toole ! When, alas ! will

his equal return ?''

"We venture to say tliat among the many pious prayers offered up for

Turlough, in order that his soul may share the mansions of the blessed with

that of his sainted kinsman, Lorcan, there were none more from the heart

(though actuated by base motives) than the Deo Gratias that escaped

from the polluted lips of St. Leger, when first the (to him) joyful

tidings were communicated to his ear; and we may safely premise that he

lost no time in making his royal master a hapjjy participator in the good

news; and from the experience King Henry had, from his personal inter-

course with the late chief, at the Greenwich Palace interview, he must have

inwardly congratulated himself on the fact of one of his most formidable

obstacles in his path being so easily swept from it.

As a corroboration of our surmise that our arch-plotter, St. Logor,

was the prime mover of unwily MacShane O'Toole against Turlough, we
now find liim furnishing the same MacShane with a safe conduct to

Limei'ick, where the Council was tlien sitting, to give an explanation of

the matter ; and when it came before tlio Lords of the Council, the deputy

pleaded MacSbane's case so well, that he obtained for him a free pardon.

"Considering," say the Council, "the said Turlough O'Toole gave occasion

of his own death, MacShane should have his pardon."

Thus, according to our mind, clearly proving the prior complicity of
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the deputy in secretly fomenting tlieir quarrels and exciting the jealousies

that led to it ; luit look at the handi\vork of the douljle-faced St. Leger in

these further remarks of the Council's order :
" Lest Irishmen might

imagine that Ave favoured or dissembled liis death, we took order for

detestation of the ofience, that MacShaue should not ouly forfeit all his

lands to the king, and he harredfrom the seigniory of Imailo for ever, but

in recompense for the death of said Turlough, pay to his wife, children, and

kinsfolk, thirteen score kiue, Avith all such horses and harness as he took

from them the time the act was committed.''

Neither of these orders were carried out, nor indeed were they intended

to be cnrried out. The deputy here had recourse to the old Celtic law of

compensation for murder, but surely all the cattle that ever grazed in the

valleys of Glen Imayle were not an '• eric '' for him who was killed by

St. Leger's intrigues, and with his connivance. MacShane, he tells us,

was not able to levy the stipulated number of kiue, and so the matter fell

through ; and we may be sure that he was not pressed too sorely by his

friend, the di>puty, who must have felt infinitely obliged to him for

happily ridding him of Turlough.

Without Avishing for a moment to be considered as apologists for

MacShane's action in this uffair, Ave only deem it right to place before the

readers a foAV facts in relation to it, leaving it to them, if they see anything

in our statement that may be construed iuto an extenuation of the crime,

to follow the bent of their charitable impulses.

MacShane O'Toole, of Imayle, had good and ample reasons for being

displeased Avith Turlough's treaty Avith the English king, because by its

adoption the legal rights of his own son, Tirhigh. avIio had been recently

elected tanist of his clan, and Avas. as such, to succeed Turlough himself, Avcre

completely sacriliccdand set at nought. lie Avas drbari-cd from enjoying that

honour, Avhicli Avas so laudably sought lor. and he and his clansmen made

subjects of the Saxon king, liesides. Piers Talbot, Avho was in possession

of part of rowerscourt, was to be dispossessed, and get instead part of

Shane's tcri'itory of Imailo. These conditions, Ave must remember, Avere

imposed upon him Avithout his being afforded any option, Avithout his
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consent, or without his lieing consulted. Of course, we arc well aware

that to Turlough the aceoptauce of the terms was inevitable—he having no

further resources, lie could liold out no longer ; but the question is : Did

MacShane know exactly cither how ho stood, or how sorely he was

jn-essed ? And add to the soreness of this question in his mind, what we
may presume to be the fact, that St. Legcr, or some of his satellites from the

Castle, was not far from him, to pour into his car the insidious treachery

at which they Avei'c such adepts, and no doubt to point out to him that

hy the execution of this agreement between Turlough and the king, he

(Turlough) had bj' his own act severed the ties between the head of the

sept and his " uriaghts," and that he (MacShane) was fully entitled to

repudiate the authority thus yielded up. With this we leave him, and

hope that he expiated his oficuce by a hearty and siucere repentance for

the heavy blow he inflicted on his clan and country.

But though Turlough was gone over to the majority, the clan was not

conquered yet, nor was it going to submit tamely to the dictates of the

English king, a? originally jiromptcd by St. Leger; for among others,

young Tiu-lough MacShane O'Toole of Glen Imayle, and Luke O'Toolc of

Castlekcvin, Avith Feagli Maellugh O'Byrnc, the gallant chieftain of

Uallinaeor, tock up the I'ole vi battle, and bade defiance to the English

poAver for many a year, and defeated them in many a hard-fought and

bloody battle amid the hills and valleys of their beloved "Wicklow.

Turlough was slain in llioyear a.i>. 1-342. and in the succeeding May.

St. Leger mcnuirialcd the king, that llryan. eUh'st son of the deceased

Tnrluugh, might have a grant ni' siu-li lands as were given to his father.

(1 ordered St. Leger to make out

nf Iheiv father's land, it struck

in llic May, and for this jmrjioso

lat 'J'lirloiidi ()'Toolo's ehildrcD

not Avoi'tliv his iiiaj<'sty's favour,

0-ln„]r 1,11,1 m^-vy coiifunm^l tn Pro-

r.f tlic CliMirli. :,,i,l M-a- iiuin-icl liy his

Eimli-li ];uv
' ill.-itiniatL' 'I'uiiuUKli's

Henry having acceded to tl
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to wliicli Henry leplies (apparently indignant) :
" Inasmuch as we heard

nothing of the illegitimacy of Turlough's children in the petition, let the

title deeds be at once made out and the grant made, B.ian's eldest son,

Arthur, being sent here as hostage and a pledge for their good conduct:"

which vras done, when the title-deeds of Powerseourt and Feracualan were
given to Brian and Felim 0"Toole. He wanted Bryan to be in

the position of holding his lands direct from the king, and thus, while

ignoring to a certain extent the letters patent granted to his father, Bryan

would be established in the immediate relationship of "subjection to the

king. The deputy says, in his letters to the king, that :
" Brian is a

right toward young man, and must be put to great expense if compelled

to repair to your majesty's presence for obtaining the gi-ant."

129. Bryan Ua Tuathail (O'Toole), surnamed the warrior, having suc-

ceeded to the estates and honours of his father, had an opportunity of exer-

cising that prudence and foresight which experience had already taught him
was so necessary in holding his own, and through the lack of which his

father and predecessors had so often suffered. And it is necessary to ob-

serve caution in judging his action at this time, lest that "discretion which

is the better part of valour " may be misconstrued, for neither craven

nor coward was Bryan (as he had merited for himself the title of warrior

or Brian-an-Chogaigh, as he was called), for he had all the courage and

bravery of his father, but he could not shut his eyes to the weakened

state of his clan ; he knew that breathing time was necessary for them to

recruit their strength, and to gain this time and avoid collision with the

English he had to assume an apparent and cordial acquiescence with many
things repugnant to his feelings, but, by swallowing his ire, his elan

acquired much of tlie strength they so much needed.

^Ve thus find that about this time Bryan filled the office of high

sheriff for the county of Dublin, which then included the present countv

of "Wieklow as well as the county of Dublin. This, we suppose, was another

of the deputv's moves in the direction of the new chieftain, but Brvan's

memory was too strong, and the deterrent causes too palpable, the ruthless

persecutions and the bloody shrouds of his clansmen too recent for much
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suece.5s iu that quarter. As well (17 aud change the spots ou a IcojoarJ's

skin as change an O'Toolc into an •' Yiiglisshuuuic.''

In the year 1547 the Fitzgeralds, after ravaging the whole cauntrj^,

attacked JJiyau and made war on his country and clan.

The Four Masters briefly describe it as follows :

—

"A.D. 1547. The insurgents (the Fitzgeralds) suffered a great defeat

at the town of the Three Castles by Bryan-an-Cliogaigh (Bryan of the AVar),

sou of Turlough O'Toole, in which the two sons of James, the son of the

Earl of Kildare, namely, Maurice of tlie Wood; and Ilcnry, together Avith

fourteen of their peojile, were taken prisoners, and afterwards conveyed to

Dublin by the English soldiers, and all cut iu quarters except ]\[aurice,

who Avas confined in the ICing's Castle, until it might be determined by the

Council Avhat death he should receive. These ithuiderers and insurgents

were thus scattered and put to flight after that manner, and although

their power Avas of short continuaac3 (only oas year), yet they committed
great depredations."

So far the Four Masters ; but it will be well to remember that in this

business Bryan acted purely on the defensive, and having cleared his oavti

territory from the marauders' attack, pursuing them no further, they then

fell into the hands of the English. It is more than probable that the

cessation of Avarfare on the part of the clan led the Fitzgeralds to count

upon their becoming an easy prey ; but they reckoned Avithout their host

that time. This same year (lo47) Sir AVilliam Brabazim, Vice-Treasurer,

Avas a third time aiipointcd Lord Justice, and carried on a campaign against

Caliir MacArt KaA'anagh and other Leiuster chiefs. " Brabazon died,'' says

Bolase, " on the 7th of the Ides of July in the tents of Ulster, and A\'as

buried in Trinity C^hureh (uoav Christ's Church), iJublin, and his heart

carried to England.''

In his death tlie r)"Tooles had one cnoniv 1h(> less to contend Avith,

as he had lu-OA'cd himself theii' bitter foe. lie ahwiys liail a very covetous

eye on their territory, an optical leiulency t]i:it was Lauded doAvn to his

descendants, the cultivation of AvLieh, Ave I'ei^ret to say, did not end in an

optical illusion—far from it—as tlicA' ultinialelv became jtossessed of

10
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goodly slices of the O'Toole's country, which they have held a firm " grip

of " to the present day. Not that we have any peculiar " penchant " for

the retaining of his heart in Ireland ; indeed, were our tastes consulted,

we would gladly dispense not only with his Jieart, but also with his bones,

and the whole bag and baggage of his seed, breed, and generation ; but to

avoid inconsistencies, he should have left it in Ireland, if for nothing else

than to prove the truth of the saying, " Where thy treasure is, there also

is thy heart." Oh ! but if England had never deprived us of anything

more dear to us than Brabazou's heart, what a very slight struggle it

would cost us to forgive her !

About this time Henry YIII. died, and was succeeded by his son,

Edward YL, who, thi-ough his advisers (the lad being hardly respon-

sible for his own actions), wished to have the Irish chieftains understand

that theii' lands were held direct from the king. Hence we find him

granting fi-esh patents to them, and among the rest to Bryan O'Toole of

Powerscoui't, and Feigh (or Luke) C 'Toole, of Castlekevin, whose father,

Art Oge, had previously been slain by the O'BjTnes, and whose eldest

son, Tui'lough, also shared death with his illustrious namesake in a.d.

1542.

The Clan O'Toole do not appear to have been over anxious to acknow-

ledge Edward as king. They, no doubt, sought in the change of kings an

opportunity for emancipating themselves, and we thus find that again the

cry of " Ea Tuathail Aboo I" resounded among the glens and mountains of

Imayle, Feraciialau, and Eertii'e.

A.D. 1547. The following extract from the Abbe MacGeoghegan

throws some light on this period :

"Edward the Sixth ascended the throne in 1547 and confirmed

St. Legcr as deputy or viceroy of Ireland. The O'Tooles and the

O'Byrues. onger to take advantage of the change that occurred in the

fovcrumcut, took the field in the month of IMay, to recover their freedom.

The viceroy marched with a powerful army to oppose them and others,

killing their chief (TurloughMacShauc O'Toole), and forced them to retreat

to their fastnossos. but was unable to subduo them. At the same time he
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combat O'Toolo was slain, A.u. 1J47.
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had hvo noblcmon of the houf e of Fitzgerakl arrested, Tvho, being pro-

scribed for the cause of the Earl of Kildarc, had joined the O'Tooles.

They were sent, with other ])risoners, to Dublin, where they were all put

to death."

The government now saw the difficulty they had to contend with,

on account of their attempts to reduce the Irish, and establish the new
religion, and thoy were resolved to meet the emergency by sending over

additional soldiers, which they accordinglj- did.

We find from other State Papers of the early years of Edward's reign

further particulars with reference to the eftorts of the clans, anxious as ever

to thi-ow off the galling yoke. Thus we find Turlough O'Toole, of Imayle,

assisted by one Eeating and Maurice Fitzgerald, rising in rebellion, and
declaring war against the English of the Pale. They burned and destroyed

Ballymore, and other places, which at this time had got into the possession

of the Talbots. The English forces, commanded by Sir Reginald Talbot,

one of this same family, encountered the forces of the O'Tooles of Imayle,

at Ballymacledy, where O'Toole had his castle (which is now known as

O'Toole's Castle, while the adjacent townlands are called Talbotstown),

and owing to overwhelming odds, the Irish were defeated, and Tuidough

slain. The father of Turlough, Shane O'Toole, still lived at Castleruddery,

the ruins of which only now remain, but which even in their crumbling

decay still present positive traces of its former splendoiu'. This is plainly

indicated in the remains of its terraced gardens and artificial lakes, with

its deer park stretching along the side of Cnoc-na-Carriga, bounded for a

length of five miles by a massive stone wall ten feet high. This

bore no resemblance to our "drawing-room " deer enclosures of the pre-

sent day,

Sul)joiucd we give the reader in chronological order a icw of the

free pardons granted by Edward, as found among his " fiauts" of tlio period

in IJie Stale Papers, having proclaimed a general amne>ty for all political

offences on his accession to the throne

:

'•A.D. 1548. II. Edward VI. -Pardon to Shane :\rcFeagh OToole

of Castleroderv, hoi'semen and othei-s.""
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"II. Edward YI., 12tli February, 1548.—Pardon to Tyagli McShane
O'Thole, of Omale, Gent., and twenty others of the same place (Bally-

macledy aud Talbotsto^ATi Castle).

"A.D. 1549. III. Edward YL, 2ud April, 1549. -Pardon to Brian

O'Thole, alias O'Coggy, of PoAverscoiirt, County of Dublin, Gent.

"III. Edward YL, 1st April, 1549.—Pardon to Gerald McFeagh
Byrne, and others of TuUo ; alsu of Shane McFcagh O'Toole.

"A.D. 1519. III. Edward YL, 1st April, 1549.—Grant of English

liberty to Gerald MacFeigh 0' Byrne, of TuUo, Gent., Mare ny O'Toole,

his wife, James, Charles, Edmond, aud Morgan, or Morghe, his sons,

theii- issue.

"III. Edward YL, 10th July, 1549.—Pardon to Morghe Malaghlvn

O'Tweyll (O'Toole), Brittas, Glen Imayle.

"III. Edward YL, same date.—Pardon to Luke O'Toole of Castle-

kevin, and several others, his kernes and servants.

"A.D. 1550. lY. Edward YL—15th February, 1550.—Pardon to

Mathew O'Thuathayll and kerne.

"A.D. 1551. Y. Edward YL, 20th February, 1551.—Livery to Luke,

alias Feagh, O'Tole, Gent., son and heir of Arthui- O'Tole, late of Castle-

kc-\'Tn.—Fine, 20s.

"A.D. 1551. Y. Edward YL, 20th February, 1551.—Pardon to

Sawbina, daughter of Arthur ny O'Toole, Avife of Hugh O'Byrne, aud her

daughter, Ounyua. [\Ye thus see that the mother of the famous Feigh

McIIugh O'Byrne, " The fire-brand of the mountains" (as the Euglish

were jileased to call him) was an O'Toole.]

"A.D.1552. YL Edward YL, 5lhFebruary,1052—Pardon to Charles

O'Thole, of Ballyhobbiege, in Imayle, Gent, Couatus McFarrell O'Thole,

Feagh MacShanc O'Thole, Gout., of Imayle; Arthur MaeShaue Oge
O'Tliolc, of Coylreadere ; and Donald M'Giljjatrick, kerue.

'A.D. 1552. YL Edward YL, 20th Xovembcr, 1052.—Pardon to

Donagh McShane McFeagh O'Toole.

" YL Edward YL, same date.—Pardon to Feagh McShane. McTeylyn
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O'Thole, Gcut., O^ra :\rcCaliir McDouogho OTlioolc, Gent., of Kiltcgan,

Eichai-d Cullagli Fitzwilliam O'Thole, of C^arrigbralvc, and several otheiF,

servants and kernes of the said Feagli MacShane O'Tlioole.

"A.D. 1552. YI. Edward VI., 20tli Kovember, 1502.—Pardon to

Philii-) MeG^lpatrick O'Thole, of ro-\verscourt, kern, and Donagh McSbane
M'Feagh O'Thole."

It mnst not be imagined from these pardons, granted as above, that

they were the ontcome of any solicitation upon the part of the grantees
;

nn such thing—they were purely and simply issued by the advisers of

the king as a formal conclusion to the war just ended, and as the natural

sequence to the peace about to be established, for how long, none could sa)\

The names wore entered in the records of the Castle, and the parties most

intimately concerned with their so called pardons cared nought about

them. They woiild have managed to hold their heads as highly, and the

jiure air of heaven would have played round their locks as freely, if King

Edward's scribes had never troubled themselves about their pardon or

their liberty. For one reason were they prized, and for that only : they

would show to succeeding genci-ations of admiring O'Tooles who those

of their clan were that rendered tlicmselves conspicuously prominent in

fighting to the last for the independence of their clan and country.

It also acts as a correcting proof to that already given of the status

of the several branches of the sept, viz. :

—

Feagh MacShane O'Toole, of Castleruddery,

Charles O'Toole, of Castlesallagli, Ballyhuidock,

Turlougli MacShane O'Toole, of Ballymaeledy Castle, now

called O'Toole's Castle (in ruins), Talboistown.

Murrough M'Lachlan O'Toole, of l>nttas.

Felim and Bryan O'Tooh', of Powerscourt.

Luke, or Feigh, O'Tooh', Castlekevin in Fcrtirc'.

Sawbina O'Toole, Avife of Hugh O'Byrne, of Balliuaeir.

The O'Tooles of Carnew, or Omcy, don't appear in this list.

We then hud King Edward instituting Sir Junius Cioft I-ord Deputy

of Ireland, in 1551, and the first instruction he gave him on coming ever:
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"To rediice Leijister to order, -wLiereiii tlie Kavanaghs, Tooles, and Byrnes

do inhabit."

The Kavanaghs ajipear to ha^-e tried their fortunes in the old game
of -war once again about this time, but the inevitable consequences

arising from overwhelming numbers and superior appliances Avore as

usual against them. "Under the command of Art Kavanagh, they attacked

and plundered the country south of Dublin. Encamping at Powerseourt,

they were vigorously attacked by Sir George Stanley and Sheriff Bulkely,

who compelled them to surrender. A few days afterwards eighty-two of

the " rebels " were hanged in the courtyard of the Castle of Dublin, and

their heads spiked on the gates thereof.

The English, with a chivalrous magnanimity towards a fallen foe,

worthy only of themselves, made use of this occasion to satisfy a venomous

spleen by exhibiting in a caricature, the "rebel army,'' as composed of a

number of half-dressed and gaunt-looking men, mounted on despicable,

shaggy ponies, and fleeing before theii* English victors.

But we know how to receive this piece of English intelligence, as the

calumnies of theii- corrupt press of our own days must be taken with the

usual reservation of saHne matter.

In 1553 the youthful King Edward VI. died, and was succeeded by

his sister Maiy, Hitherto, the change of English sovereigns, whatever

import the feuds and plottings of the English nobles, always had the same

programme for the Irish nation. It was ever "subjugate them."

With the advent of Mary's reign, though the cry for reduction and

subjugation was loud as ever, yet it lost more than half its poignancy by

the fact that it was not accompanied by those religious persecutions which

had now become so galling to the Irish people. The first orders transmitted

to her lord deputy in Ireland after her coronation were :

" First.—To restore the old religion.

Second.—To survey Ireland.

Third.—To reduce Leiustcr, and make Cahir McArt Eavanagh a

Baron.



A.D. l->34.] AND OTHER LKINSTEE SEPTS. 270

We will find that through Mary's reign, while never losing sight of

that " desideratum " of her father, namely, the complete conquest uf IreL.nd,

she never permitted herself to be swayed by those cruel and savage pas-

sions to which he was a slave—passions so fatally inherited and so magni-

fied in his other daughter, her half-sister Elizabeth, as sometimes in read-

ing the history of her reign to make us pause, and question were it

possible that so black a heart could have throbbed within the breast of

woman.

Mary liberated the aged chief of Offaly, O'Connor, who had lain long

in the dungeons of the ToAvcr of London. She also restored the young

Geraldine to his estates, and the O'Tooles began naturally to entertain

high liopes of being allowed to cultivate their valleys in peace, and that

time would restore the ravages, and cuablc them to retrieve the loss 33

of the wars and exactions to which they had been so long subjected.

A general amnesty was granted for all political offences, and here we find

the following O'Tooles released from durance vile on the fiants of Philip

and Mar}^

:

"A.D. lo54. II. Philip and Mary, May, 1-554.—Grant of English

liberty (whatever that means) to Edmond Murrogh O'Toole, of Rashallaght,

County of Dublin, gent.

"11. Philip and Mary, 25th October, 1554. Pardon to William

Dunmore, vice-constable of the Castle of Dublin, for the escape of Hugh

McFoaghe O'Toyle.

"ll. PhilipandMary, 18th July, 1554.—Pardon of MuiTOghe, Fon

of the late Arthur O'Thole, gent. Donat and Edmond O'Thole, gents,

and forty others, their followers.

'•nil. Philip and Mary, 8th June, 1557.—Pardon to Luke O'Towll.

Hugh O'Towll, and twenty others, their horsemen and kerns."

On the principle that something must be done on the part of the

O'Tooles to merit such close attention on the part of two successive

monarchs of England, and that it was not for sitting idle in their castles

those fiants were issued and pardons granted, we must congratulate those
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named iu them, for at least moviug iu good society, and ou making an

impression (of what nature we won't say) on the minds of royalty.

A return showing the noble families of Ireland at this time was called

for and sent iu ; it was entitled :
" What Ireland is now."

After enumerating the noble houses of Ulster—viz., The O'Neills,

O'Donj'U, &c., &c., comes

Leixsteu :

" MacMurc'Iio, of Idrone.

O'Byrne, of Ivylranagh.

O'MuiJGiio, of lifeline.

O'ToYi.L, of Imayle.

O'NoLAN, of Foghyrde.

MAcGii.rATEicK, of Ossory.

0' Moore, of Liex.

O'Connor, of Faley.

O'DEiirsEY, of Glynvebyry.

O'DoYNE, of Irysane."

These were the noble houses or families of the " old blood " of

Leinster, who, notwithstandiug the phiuderings and persecutions to which

they had been subjected, had still, on the accession of Mary, retained j»os-

scssion of their faith and iiroperty ; the former only rendered dearer by
their beiug called on to suffer for it, and the latter not, as yet, materially

encroached upon. It must, therefore, have been a source of the most in-

estimable relief to them to find that, under the new regime, they were to

be permitted to practise not only I he duties of their holy religion unmo-

lested, but to enjoy the luxury of being permitted to live iu peace at the

same time.

What halcyon days these must have been for the harassed members

of the Clan O'Toole, and how grateful they must have felt for those few

years of brealhiug time, that were so sadly needed after all their incessant

strife. Their present condition was so quiet and pastoral, and differed so
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Avidely from Avliat had become almost their normal condition—a state of

warfare—that Avell might the humbler members of the clan have seriously

doubted their o\\ti identity. During this interregnum of peace, the castles

and churches of the territory received that attention n'hich a series of hard

knocks had rendered essential. The sounds of husbandry Tvere borne on
the breeze from the valleys below, while the independence with which the

grazing grounds were covered with numerous flocks and herds showed that

there Avas no fear on the part of their owners of the booty -lifter or cattle-

raider
; while the youtliful and more ardent spirits had recourse to the

hunt and the chase, in order to get rid of the excess of their animal sjiirits

;

and as hunting is the art of war in mimicry, to keep their hands iupractice

for what by them was hoped for as better times—an opportunity, in real

battle, of emulating the military fame of their fathers.

The country of the O'Tooles afforded them the most ample oppor-

tunity for cultivating all sorts of field sports, for a full account of which
the reader is recommended to a little work published nearly a century ago,

and entitled " The Bride of Imeal."

So peaceable and hnj^py were the relations existing at this time be-

tween Mary and her Irish subjects that we find her "s^Titing a letter of

congratulation to her lord deputy, thanking him for the contented state

"of the people of her kingdom of Ireland." In ecclesiastical affairs, too,

what wonderful revolutions were effected in the most peaceful manner

!

On Easter Sunday, a.d. 1550, the liturgy was, for tlie first time, read in

the English tongue, by tlie apostate IBrown, in the old Cathedral of St.

Lorcan, now Christ Church. If the sainted bishop had auricular know-
ledge of what was passing in this mundane sphere, how his ears must
have been grated by the inexplicable gibberish being muttered in the holy

places of his beloved church, and how sad he must have felt were it per-

mitted him to witness the sacred ceremonies desecrated by unworthy hands.

But three years afterwards, A.n. 1553, the Catholic altar was restored

within the same precincts by order of Queen Mary. BroA\n was eom-

pcllcd to resign, and was succeeded by one of Mary's chaplains and

favourites—Curwin—an Englishman, of course, and one who, in subse-
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quent days, found it conveuiciit to worsliip the rising sun, and in tlie reign

of Queen Elizabeth showed himself ' ready to do what authority com-

manded."

About this time Queen Mary died, viz., in 1558, and was succeeded

by her amazonian half-sister, Elizabeth, of most unhappy memory, and for

her reign were reserved those troubles and persecutions for Clan O'Toole,

and for Ireland, to which the many miseries of the past were but as

nought.

As when at sea the circling eddies on the rippled wave, and the

creaking strain on the tautened cordage, are only the indices to the pent-

up fury that lies beyond yonder murky clouds, which, when it bursts upon

the devoted ship, nothing, save the fiat of the Omnipotent Euler of the

storm Himself, can stay from devastation ;
so with the persecutions under

Henry, and the pitiless determination with which the government of

Edward pursued the same relentless policy, followed by the premonitory

lulling of the storm during the short reign of Mary : these were forerun-

ners merely of what was kept in store for our unhappy country during

the dark days of Elizabeth. It is our pride to-day, that when that ruth-

less storm burst, our country Avithstood it as she did, with bold defiance

and uufliuching opposition—then—afterwards—ay ! even down to the

present time, through which that self-same storm has ever poured, in gusts,

now more fierce, anon less vii-ulent.

The seizures and confiscations of Hcmy and Edward had left to the

Clan OToole an impoverished Church, but one in which the holy lamp of

faith burned brightly as ever. The proud domes and fretted roofs of their

churches were now sorrowfully exchanged for the hurried Mass on the

hill-side and in the cave, where the mendicant friars ministered to their

spiritual Avauts, among whom avo find the son cf Sabina OToole, and

brother of the faninus Fcagli MaeHugh O'Byrnc, exercising his sacred

functions a> a poor Franciscan friar.

AVhei'c\-er the hunted clergy wont througli the OToole country, they

found the anxiety and earnest Avish of the people to hear and honour them

only equalled by the resolute determination Avith which they opposed any
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attempt at introducing within their seigniory any of those hateful, new-

fangied notions of this ne-w church of the Saxon.

If the days of Mary's reign found the clan in the calm enjoyment of peace,

the reaction to set in was fully in the other extreme :
days of dark, mise-

rable persecution, bloodshed, and treachery. Formerly the fight was more

or less open ; now the issue was straitened to a narrower pass. Henry

introduced his innovations sparingly, indeed. He cared little for the souls

of the O'Tooles, if he only got possession of the broad acres of their Church

and of their monastic institutions. Elizabeth had little of these left on her

advent to the throne ; they had already gone into tlie rapacious maws of

Henry's robbing abettors, so that as far as ecclesiastical patrimony went

there was little, if any, to attract her or her myrmidons to the territories

of the O'Tooles. But the faith they had still and now their certainty

in it was to be tried in the crucible, and nobly they stood the test. The

issue was put plainly before them. The result of their con-conformity was

a visible sad reality. And yet there was no hesitation ; no time deemed

necessary for deliberation. With one united response, they thundered back

in reply an indignant, In'ever !—and throwing themselves and their cause

into the hands of the Almighty, told the government of their would-be

spiritual head. Queen Elizabeth, they were prepared for her worst, to die

a hundred thousand deaths before they would yield the slightest scintilla

of the doctrines of that glorious Catholic faith, as represented on earth

by the Vicar of Christ, at Eome, and taught them by St. Patrick and

theu' own Saint Lorcan.

Elizabeth, for some short time after her accession, was so much en-

gaged in foreign complications that she was not able to devote much of

her attention to Ireland ; and although neither she nor her advisers were

likely to stand much on the point of ceremony in interfering with the

affairs of the Clan O'Toolc, an opportunity offered itself in tlie conflict that

now sprung up between rival members of the sept. (Jn the death of

Bi'vau of the War, the chieftaincy was claimed by Arthur, hi? son, in

right of succession ; this was disputed by Phelim (son of Turlough of

Powerscom-t, who was slain in 1542), who was then in actual pes-
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session, and vvho appeared to hold his ciuim by the laws of tanistry:

Arthur, -vvc presume, being the young pi-ince whom his father, Bryan,

had given as hostage to Henry YIIL, to fulfil that condition of the letters

patent which required " one of his best sonnes as security.''

Tills was just such an opportunity as the deputy would be glad to

avail himself of, in order to carry into effect tlic orders he had received

from London, for the creation and fomenting of discords amongst the

O'Tooles, and the coimtry in general, of Avhich we extract some specimens

from the State Papers of the time, a.d. 15G2.

"Devices for tlie ordering (subduing) of the Kavanaghs, the Byrnes,

Tooles, and O'Mayles (viz., the O'Tooles of Imayle), for such lands as

they shall have in the County of Carlow. and the ]\Iarches of the said

county. On these conditions all the Byrnes be ordered of like sort, as the

Kavanaghs, and the O'Tooles, and O'Mayles be in like manner ordered.

And nothing shall sooner bring them thereunto than the good handling

of the Byrnes, Tooles, and Kavanaghs.

" That a captain of English birth be placed over the Tooles and the

Byrnes. The Byrnes and the Tooles be in like sort 'reduced' to

come lermly to Dublyng, to answer all courts. To continue them
in this order, it will be convenient to appoint a like captain of English

birth, as there now is to du-ect them. lie must have the use and

custody of all the queen's principal castles and their territories with

twenty hargurbuzins to guard them, and twenty horsemen to attend

upon him, with certain kerne to be found npon the country. lie must

have tlie direction of the forces of the borders of tlie counties of Dublin

and Kildare, and authority to execute martial law."

In the last few lines of this remarkable epistle, wc have the kernel of

the nut—the very essence of what was aimed at, viz., martial law ; and

the lesson was not lo^t upnn apt scholars, for, under the same date, 15C2,

\vc find in the same Statt' Papers the following flattering character given

of the sept

:

"The O'Toole?, also, were then for the most part outlaws, with whom
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were certain of tlie Byrnes, in such sort, as no mau's goods in these parts

were in safety witliin three miles of J) uhliu.''

Now this and a liundred other calumnies were simply paving the

way for the introduction of martial law. The more we read the history of

our country's persecutions, how stale and commonplace, after all, the

enactments of modern legislators become ; for have we not here all the

necessary precursors for the establishment of drastic coercion acts ? First,

lying " canards " as to crime and outrage ; next, perjured informations as

to apprehended disturbances; the result—suspension of the "Habeas

Corpus," violation of the Constitution, and the country overridden by a

host of needy hangers-on of the government, between whose insolent ad-

ministraticn and martial laAv the choice would be in favour of the latter.

The O'Toolcs of the present day can afford to smile at the very un-

complimentary terms and coarse epithets applied to them. That, also, they

have modernized in our own day, when, to be credited with patriotic

feelings, or to exhibit national tendencies, is sufficient to draw down the

coarsest abuse, the lowest Billingsgate, and on the most flimsy pretence,

the deprivation of liberty. But we feel confident that such treatment

at the hands of a played-out, miserable minority to-day, while it only

tends to enhance them in the minds of their countrymen, will have as little

effect in changing the independent policy of Parnell and his heroic

band in fighting the grand fight, as it had in altering the indomitable

spirit of the O'Tooles in the days of Elizabeth, when they had to struggle

against odds far more overwhelming.

The minds of the authorities at the Castle seem to have been much

exercised at this period on the question of this English captaincy, as Ave

find it constantly cropping up in the State Papers. We again quote from

the year U 02 :

" The Birnes and the Tooles should be governed by an English-born

inan, who should have the order of them and the Marches of the County

of Dublin and Kildare by the same Avardeu of the Marches, and the castles

of Castle McHyningham, AVickloAv, and other places. He should also

have tAventy horsemen and tAventy harquebusiers. The Tooles and
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Birns be now reduced to such an order as they have, not only

made reeompenee to the Euglish Pale for the most part of the hurts they

committed iu the time of their disorder, but also at the present time, at

the commandment of Mr.AVingfield, as cliief over them, under the obedience

of the law, and rejiairiag every term to Dublin to be inrpannelled iu juries

as English subjects be."

This is the first we hear of Wiugfield as captain of the O'Tooles' and

Byrnes' country. This was the ancestor of the PoAverscourt family, and

we hope we do not shock the susceptibility of feeling of his descendants,

when we accuse him of displaying and maintaining, long prior to its

establishment, the strongest Land League proclivities ; in fact, practically

proving the utility and good results to be obtained from the observance of

its fundamental commandment :
" Keep a firm grip of the land ;" and so

well they did. Mr., or Captain "Wingfield, discharged those duties over

the O'Tooles' country on the east side of the mountains, having with him

in the same capacity on the west side, Mr. Agard, as we read :
" 29th March,

1^74, Instructions to Mr. Agard, captain of the O'Tooles' and Byrnes'

country, to give an order to the Byrnes and the Tooles to supply tea horse-

men and twenty-five kerne for his body-guard.''

In 1571 we find that the County Kildare was made a rather hot spot

for a stranger to visit. The martial law was beginning to bear fruit, as

we have a commission granted to Gerald of Kildare, and Pierce Fitzjames

of Ballvsonan, gents, to execute martial law iu the Co. Kildare.

" They are also to punish by death or otherwise, as directed, harpers,

rymers, bards, idlemen, vagabonds, and such boys as have not their mas-

ter's bill to show whose men they are.—5th November, XIII. Elizabeth,

1571.

In the 3*ear 1572 we find the lord deputy making a journey tkrough

the O'Toole and O'Byrne country, and from the "jottings he made on the

road-side,'' as some of our modern travellers modestly style their publica-

tions, we cull the following ' elegant extract.^."' Luckily for the histori-

cal student these notes are from no less authentic source than the State

Papers.
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" Note of such journeys as hath been made by the garrisons under
the Sergeant-major."

"Burning of sixteen towns in Casha, Shilelugh."

"Divers persons killed in Imayle."
" Two of Feagh MacHugh's foster-brothers and sisters slain in Glen-

luskin on the fm-ther side of the river Avanagh."
" Has taken Simon M'David's sister, -who, if she do not stand me in

steeds, I mean to execute."

" Killing of bullies in the Glen."

Pretty fair bagging of game this for a viceregal battue among the

highlands of Wicklow, but the cool audacity of the action of the deputy
on his return to the castle surpasses it. He makes these people (or at

least those of them he could not catch and kill) the subject of a letter to

the queen, and in it he recommends their religious improvement. This

would be treated as a joke could we not point to the record in black and

white.

" July 13th, 1573. Lord Perot recommends to the queen a general

reformation among the O'Tooles and O'Byrnes."—(See original in full at

Fetter Lane, London.)

We find in a short time after— no doubt as one of the fruits of the

zealous efforts of the reformers, as recommended by the deputy, and, need

we say, graciously approved by her Majesty—that on the 1 1th July, 1575,

a declaration made by Shane MacFeagh O'Toole, relative to the spoiling of

Daniel O'Toole, of Castle Dermot ; but his " comi^laint was unheeded."

Another measure for the improvement (?) of the people's condition

now i^rescufs itself in an order for the surveyance of the O'Tooles and

O'Byrnes country for the purpose of turning it into shirelaud.

" Patent of Commission to Sir Tliomas Fitzwilliam, Kut. ; Sarsfield,

Ent. ; Diehard Tyan, Michael Bee, and Patrick Gough, of Dublin
; Alder-

man Piobert Pipho, of Hollywood, gents ; and John Walsh, of Kilgovan,

gent., under the statute 11 Elizabeth, sect. 3, cap. 9, to survey and make

inquiry of all countries, territories, towns and villages lying in the parts

of Leinster from the Barrow to the sea south-east, the said countries being
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in offecte waste and desolate, otlier than inhabited by a few id ell and evell

disi^osed persons, known as the O'Toolo and the O'Bynie country.

" The countries, when survey (jd, (o be formed into one county or shii-e,

to be called the County of Wioklow, and to be divided into baronies.

" Given at Dublin, 22nd March, 157G."

This was to be a very important factor in the process of Anglicising

the septs. It would bring these haughty mountaineers, it was thought,

into more immediate and subordinate relations to the authorities of the

Casitle. It would, by classifying the lands into baronies, adopt to a cer-

tain extent a registration of the clansmen themselves, and by assigning to

each " a local habitation and a name " they would bo thus rendered easier

subjects for the operation of their Penal Laws. 13ut as usual in all these

Castle calculations they counted without their host. They never seemed

to be cognizant of the fact that the O'Tooles were too long tbe undisputed

lords of th.e forest and the flood for them to be so easily " cribbed, cabined,

and confined," by the strait-laced networks of then- Saxon shires or

baronies. The Omnipotent had set His boundary in the towering moun-
tain or rushing river that divided the tribe-lands of their clans. Tliis,

and this only, would they acknowledge as their limit, and if England's

power was to be carried out by force of arms they had nought to say

now but what they often bad replied before— *' Come on !"

It must strike the reader with what an acute diplomacy the re-

ligious difficulty is kept in the background in the persecution of the

O'Tooles, 0'J3yrnes, and the whole country at this and subsequent

periods. We liave enactments, orders, letters patent, &c., for the better

management and survey of the lands ; we have captains appointed for the

better representation of order ; and when the people are murdered, and

their- roof-trees burned abov(> them, when they are reduced to penury b}'

fines and penalties, rather than conform ; Avhen these captains and their

spies succeed in hunting a Papish 2)rie.st to deatli— the fact of their being

subjected to such barbarous cruelty, through their refusal to '" cume in
''

and attend the Protestant service, is not ])ut forward in such buld relief

as that they Avere obstinate in refusiiig such and such an ordinance on
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civil matters. Oh., law and order !—law and order !—long before the nine-

teenth century, you have been made the scape-goat for millions of dark

deeds, in which the sacredness of thy name has been 2-)rofaned. But we
may exclaim with the poet of the storm rising :

" Sad times in Ireland, sadder soon to be.

The storm was gathering, all could feel and see.

'

Some brooding peril seemed to load the air,

' - And yet the land looked calm, and bright, and fair,

As was its wont. Ay, and though sorrow lay

At poor men's hearts, and chilled them night and day
;

Though round the peasants' hearths went sighs, and groans,

And curses deep, and threats in th' fiercest tones,

As some new tale of hardship, woe, and wrong,
' Melted weak hearts and find them bold and strong,

And make them eager for the expected hour,

To rise and grapple with the tyrant power."

THE IIASSACRE OF MULLAGHMAST.

"Whilst the wars in the south were being carried on with unrelenting

vigour, the Leinster chieftains had, too, " to fight out their corner " and

stand to their guns, and it was within this period that we have just

passed over that the ever memorable massacre of Mullaghmast took

place. It is not, unhappily, the only tragedy of the kind to be met with in

our blood-stained annals, yet it is, of all, the most vividly perpetuated in

our traditions, and although it did not take place within the thc}i

O'Toole country (though within one of their fortresses of former times),

wc will record it in these pages as a sample of the lengths to which

Elizabeth and her generals were prepared to go in order to attain

their ends, namely, the Protestantizing of Ireland at any cost. Though

it does not equal in its enormity and extent the massacre of Smerwick,

at which Walter Raleigh and that former captain of the O'Toole

20
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country, General "Wingfield, directed operations, by which eight hundred

prisoners of war were cruelly butchered and flung over the rocks

where the sea was deep and the tide swift^—but neither deep nor

swift enough to hide that horrid crime, nor wash away the stains

of such wanton bloodshed from the memory of its authors—yet, it

exceeds it in foul baseness, in deep deception, and cruel barbarity, in

as much as the chieftains were invited to partake of the hospitality of

Cosby in the fortress of MuUaghmast, and were murdered in cold blood.

The narrative of this dreadful massacre is as follows: In 1577

Su- Francis Cosby, commanding the queen's troops in Leix and Offaly,

formed a diabolical plot for the permanent conquest of that district.

Peace at the moment prevailed between the government and the inhabi-

tants, but Cosby seemed to think that in " extirpation " alone lay the

effectual security of the cro"«Ti. Feigning, however, great friendship,

" albeit suspicious of some few evil-disposed persons,'' said not to be well

affected, he invited to a great feast all the chief families of the territory.

To this summons responded the flower of the Irish nobility in Leix and

Offaly, with theii- kinsmen and friends, the O'Moores, O'Kellys, Lalors,

O'Nolans, some of the O'Tooles and O'Byi-nes, whose territories lay within

a few miles of this place, and many others.

The banquet, alas ! was prepared by Cosby, in the great rath of the

fort of Mullaghmaisten, or MuUaghmast, int he county Kildare. Into the

great rath rode many pleasant cavalcades that day, but none ever came

forth that entered in. A gentleman Avho had halted a little way off had

his suspicions in some way aroused. He noticed, it is said, that while

many went into the rath, none were seen to reappear outside. Ac-

cordingly, he desired his friends to remain behind Avhile he advanced

and reconnoitred. lie entered cautiously, and, oh ! what a horrid view

met his sight. At the very entrance lay the dead bodies of many of his

murdered kinsmen. In an instant ho himself was set upon, but drawing

his SAVord, he cut his way out of the fort back to his friends, and they

barely escaped with their- lives to Dj'sart. He was the only Irishman,

out of more than four hundred who entered the fort that day, that escaped
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"witli life. The invited guests were butchered to a man ; one hundred

and eighty of the O'Moores alone having thus perished.

The peasants long and earnestly believed, and as positively asserted,

that in the encircled rath of slaughter rain nor dew never fell, and that the

ghosts of the slain might be seen and their groans distinctly heard on the

solemn and midnight blast

" O'er the Rath of Mullaghmast,

On the solemn midnight blast,

What bleeding spectres passed

"With their- gashed breasts bare ?

Hast thou heard the fitful wail

That overloads the sullen gale,

When the -waning moon shiaes pale

O'er the cursed ground there ?

''Hark! hollo-w moans arise

Through the black tempestuous skies,

And curses, strife, and cries

From the lone rath swell.

For bloody Sydney there

Nightly fiUs the lurid air

With the unholy, pompous glare

Of the foul, deep hell.

False Sydney ! knighthood's stain,

The trusting brave—in vain

The ghosts ride o'er the plain

To the dark, covered snare
;

Flower of Offaly and Leix,

They have come thy board to grace

Fools to meet a faithless race

Save with true swords bare.
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'^ "While cup and song abound,

Tlie tripled lines surround

The closed and guarded ground,

In the night's dark noon.

Alas ! too brave O'Moore,

Ere the revelry was o'er.

They have spilled thy young heart's gore

Snatched from love too soon.

" At the feast, unarmed, all

—

Priest, bard, and chieftain—fall

In the treacherous Saxon hall.

O'er the bright wine bovf^l.

And now, nightly round the board,

^Yith unsheathed and reeking sword.

Strides the cruel felon lord,

Of the blood-stained soul.

" Since that horn- the clouds that pass'd

O'er the Eath of MuLaghmast,

One tear have never cast

On the gore-dyed sod.

For the shower of crimson rain

That overflowed the fatal plain

Cries aloud, and not in vain.

To the Most High^God."

A sword of vengeance hung over the head of Cosby from that hour,

and it was the prized lot of the O'Toolcs and the 0' Byrnes to put that

sword into execution in the famous battle of Glenmalure, of which more

anon. Either in Lcix or Off^ly, after this terrible blow, there was no

raising a regular force. Yet, of the family thus murderously cut do-mi,

there remained one man, who thenceforth devoted himself to the one pur-
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pcse, and to that alone ; this was the avenging of his slaughtered kimlred

This was Ruari Oge O'Moore, the guerilla chief of Leix and Offaly,

long the terror and scourge of the Pale ; and while he lived none of

Cosby's undertakers slept securely in the homes of the slaughtered race.

Swooping down ujion their castles and mansions, towns, and settlements,

Euari became to them an Angel of Destruction.

When they deemed themselves most secure, and Euari furthest away

from them, then it was that his sword of vengeance was at hand. In the

lurid glare of burning roof and blazing granary,they saw, like a spectre fro.Ti

the rath, the face of an O'Moore ; and above the roar of the flames, the

shrieks of victims, and the crash of falling battlements, they heard, in the

hoarse voice of an implacable avenger,

" Eemeniber Mullaghmast !"

Kow that the chieftains of Leix and Oifaly were laid aside in this

deceitful, bloody, and barbarous manner, it was considered time to devote

some attention to the O'Tooles and O'Byrnes. Often did Cosby and Coote

look up from the plains of Kildare and Queen's County to the mountains

of Wicklow, and wistfully yearn for the day when they could lead their

troops across these mountains into the beautiful glens and valleys of

Imayle, driving before them or shooting down those indomitable moun-

taineers, the O'Tooles and the O'Eymes, who defied still, as they

had been doing for over four hundred years, English might, English arms,

and English treachery.

At this time Sir Henry Harrington was the captain of the O'Tooles

and the O'Byrnes' country, vice Mr. Wingfield, made a general in Eliza-

beth's grand army, which was very strong in Ireland at the time, having

been increased to such an extent for the purpose of accomplishing the

full and final subjugation of the country, and the establishment upon a

firm and solid basis of the Protestant religion.

Coeval with Sir Henry, the Earl of Ivildare was Lord Lieutenant of

Ireland, and his vacillating, haK-hearted policy, met with the inevitable

result of all movements striven to be carried out on the " between two
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stools princii^le." He ^vas anxious, but afraid, to assist the Earl of Des-

mond on the one hand, thus failing to secure any friends among the

adherents of the Irish cause, while he did not appear zealous enough in

their persecution to keep pace -with the age, and was thus almost openly-

mistrusted by Elizabeth and her generals. As proof of the tergiversation

of the earl, we give a few extracts from authentic documents, shewing
that he was as ready to give a back push to one side as the other.

An information for the earl of Kildare, was transmitted to Lord
Burghley by Mr. Garrett. In it it was reported that it was untrue that the

earl could withstand the O'Connors, O'Moores, O'Bymes, and O'Tooles.
" That the O'Connors have two hundred men and upwards in actual

rebellion. The O'Moores have three hundred, and an under protection,

under colour of which they murder and plunder. The McShanes, the

O'Bymes, and the O'Tooles make up six hundred, and are in actual re-

bellion. The earl has no force to withstand such a number except his

household servants. He had been forced to dweU at his house at

Eathdangan."

This would appear to be an apology for some alleged national pro-

clivities, but what shall we say of the following

:

In 1574, John Keating declared on oath that the Earl of Eldare
was privy to all the misdoings, etc. "That Kicholas Eustace was his

messenger to Eory O'Moore of Leix, and Edmund Boy Seise to Hugh
McShane O'Toole of Imayle, and Fcagh McHugh Byrne of Glenmalure

;

and the informant saith the earl was cognizant of all the murders, etc.,

etc., by these persons. That in 1572, Daniel's part of Castle Dermotwas
plundered by Feagh MacHugh O'Byme T\-ith the earl's consent. Further,

Eichard Fitzgerald also declared that Edmond Boy Seise was messenger
fi-om the carl to the O'Tooles of Imayle, and O'Byrne of Glenmalure, and
that the lord deputy would not succeed in Leix, as he himself would act as

guide to O'Byrne, to biu-n Athy, where the English had their stores."

The following incident, which opened his eyes to the fact of the

captain's publicly ignoring his authority, and which, no doubt, largely in-

fluenced the earl's action, deserves a place in this record. As usual, one
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of the troublesome O'Toolcs -n-as! at tlie bottom of it—Tibbot OToolc of

Imayle—who, if wc are to accept Sii- Henry Harriugtou's estimate of him,

was an outla'u' to the queen, and had committed deeds that Avore not pleas-

ing to Sir Henry ; but upon the principle, we dare say, that his most

Satanic majesty does not always present so sombre a hue as he is said to,

the earl failed to find in Tibbot any of those distinguishing marks by

which Sir Henry had predestined him for the gibbet, and accordingly, not

only gave him safe conduct to Dublin, where he had some business to

transact, but invited him, while in the city, to lodge in his own house, in

order to further ensure his immunity from harm or arrest. Sir Henry

Han-ington, finding that Tibbot was in Dublin, had him arrested in the

earl's own house, sent him away that night to his castle at Newtownmount-

kennedy, and had him hanged before the earl could interfere in his behalf.

The earl very naturally took umbrage at this high-handed conduct on the

part of his subordinate—conduct not only lacking in courtesy, but coming

very close to contempt of his authority—and he wi'ote a bitter complaint

on that head to Lord Justice Pelham, seeking to have Harrington tried

and punished for his offence.

In answer to his complaint he received in reply the following letter

from Lord Pelham, then at Limerick

:

"Limerick, lUh May, 1580.

"T have received your letter against Sir Henry Harrington for gi-eat

discourtesies shown to you since my coming from Dublin, and mainly in

the last concerning Tibbot O'Toole. I learn that the Lord Keeper has

ah-eady entered into a cause of such notes as were delivered me from my
Lord Keeper and your Lordship by IMr. Watcrhouse. I perceive that

mnny of the borderers have committed outrages in diverse parts. Albeit

I Icnow you politically forbear for the better preservation of the common

quiet of the Pale, yet I wish that you would punish them either by force

or by some other sharp example."

He encloses in this letter a copy of the defence made by Sir Henry

Harrington, which runs as follows :

—
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"Bceingc at my house bosrdc Dublin on Mail eve, -n-orde was
brought to me tliat Tvbbot O'Toole was in the cittie, and for ten pounds
I should to sec him. Leeingc in my bed, I rose, payd the money, and to

the place I went, where I was brought to see him at a wyndowc, in a
taverne and therles house (the carl's house). I presently assigned three

of my men to the backe dore, othere three to anothere, myself and othere

of my men to keep the dore to the streetc; (this done) I sent for the sheriff,

desyringe his ayde for the apprehendinge of a traytor, and that he would
enter the howse with a cupple of my men leaste any disorder may happen
(which he did), and found the partie in bed within the taverne. He,
seeinge the sheriff, suddenly got up and ran to the backe dore, which
becinge stopped of liis passage, returned backe, and was found in therles

(the earl's) kytchin, where I had him stayed not longe, though the sheriff

would nodes have stayed him, to have him to have bene sent to the goale

in the citty, beeinge within the liberties. But to be shorte, I brought

him with me, and had sent him all the night away to Isewcastle, in the

Ep-nes' country, with orders to my officers there to hange him the next

day, for fear of a pardon ore some stay. The next morning being Maii-

day therle (the earl) came to Dublin greatly moved, that he was abused,

and so touched in honor to have his house assayled and that he could not

put y*^ upp, etc., etc., etc., and said that an Irishman could not get justice

from Englishmen.''

If the carl never travelled farther beyond the limits of truth than

in this last remark, his worst enemies could not accuse him of men-
dacity. As the outcome of this correspondence we give the following

letter, written by Lord Delham to the Privy Council, at the Castle of

Dublin, on the same subject :

—

"Limerick, I'dih Muu, 1580.

" I have received your letter, concerning the manner of Tybbot
O'Toole's apprehension by Sir Ilcnry Harrington, and the execution of

him by his ministers, notwithstanding an express commandment signed
by you, my Lord Keeper, and Mr. Watcrhousc to the contrary, the same
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being delivered in such time as the party was unexecuted. I would have

tliat matter thoroudily examined and proved. It must be prosecuted as a

contempt, either with fine or some other punishment. I cannot but greatly

allow of the earl in this point that he hath ordered his (O'Toolc's) enlarge-

ment to attend his office."

The result of all this was that Harrington was put through the form of

a "sham" trial, and found guilty of contempt of the earl's authority (not of

subjecting poor Tibbot O'Toole to the death of a felon without judge or

jury, slu-ift or unction. Oh, no ! the murder of an Irish rebel more or

less was not much in those days). He was imprisoned to please the earl,

but released after a very short time, and again restored to his old position

of captain of the O'Tooles' country, over which, as such, he possessed full

military powers and the highest magisterial jurisdiction to investigate the

cause in the fii-st instance, dii-ect the an-angements for the capture of the

alleged delinquents in the next, and haA-ing pronounced, rightly or

wrongly, on the guilt of the accused, satisfied the majesty of the law by

acting as its grand finisher or " executioner."

What a barmonical simplicity there was in the combination, in the

person of Harrington, of all these high and important functions ! "What

little chances were left for any unpleasant clashings or red tape trammel-

ings between one department and another ! The process is now more

slow, certainly, and the ramifications more complicated ; but let the English

Government once only imagine even that they have hold of a serious poli-

tical offender, and the result as to his conviction is equally sure.

THE EARL OF DESJIOXD'S EEBELLIOX—A WAR FOR THE FAITH.

The Earl of Ivildarc, finding that his position Avas untenable, and

knowing that he was strongly suspected of being favourable to the

Geraldine movement, while Elizabeth was wasting his lands and harrying

them as if he were an open enemy, at length resigned his office and cast

in his lot with the fortunes of his cousin, Desmond. Had he done so

earlier it might have been of use, but now the cause was at too low an ebb

for even the earl's influence to have any material effect in staying it.
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The storm of M'ar had now burst forth in the north, where The
O'Xeill had risen, and whore his efforts were crowned with great success,

which he had vigorously followed up to the very confines of the city of

Dublin, spreading terror and consternation in his wake. In this strait the

Lord Lieutenant bethought him of an effectual plan for the " removal" of

such a dangerous enemy. With the full sanction and cognizance of " ye

virgin queene," whose memory we are often thwarted with not holding

in sufficient veneration, the viceroy, Sidney, hired an assassin to murder The
O'^N'eill. The plot miscarried, and of it, nor the subsequent acts of treachpry

perpetrated towards the O'Tooles, we would probably never have heard only

that, awkwardly for the memories of Elizabeth and other English monarchs,

those portions of the correspondence between them and their viceroys

upon such " honourable " proposals remain undestroyed among the State

papers, and are now available. O'Neill was afterwards defeated in a

battle with O'Donnell, and, flying from the field, took refuge among a

number of Anglo-Scotchmen in the north, who pretended to protect him;

but in the openness of his nature they soon found a favourable chance to

carry out their nefarious design towards him, and violating the sacred rites

of hospitality, they fell upon him with their daggers after dinner and

butchered him in cold blood.

O'jJv'eill being "removed" in the north, gave the English more oppor-

tunity to pay attention to the clans in the south, and particularly to those

that bordered immediately upon the English Pale—theO'TooleSjO'BjTnes,

Ivavanaghs, O'Connors, and O'Moores; also to see and curb the Geraldines,

who of late had become so strong, so important, and, what was worst of all,

so obstinate and steadfast in their adherence to their religious principles.

Elizabeth had not witnessed the scenes and studied the events of her

father's reign in vain, and she very sagaciously concluded that if she

would push her war against the Catholic faith in Ireland so as to amve
at any practical results she must first get the dreaded Geraldines and such

old Celtic clans as the OToolcs and O'Byrucs out of the way; and to do

this completely and effectually it was necessary to guard against the pos-

sibility of permitting even a solitary seedling of these dangerous races to
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escape. And fii'st as to the Geraldines, she wrote to Sidney, her Lord

Lieutenant, instructing him to lay " a right cunning snare for the catching

of the Geraldines in one haul," a communication which for haseness of de-

sign and diabolical cruelty in the proposed execution was never surpassed

from the days of Nero to the lauded age of civilization of "ye gentle and

virgin queene."

The faithful viceroy of the gracious queen had his invitations sent

out accordingly, asking the nobility of Ireland to meet him on a day named,

for the purpose of conferring with him on some matters " of great weight,

particularly regarding religion." The bait took—the dynasts of Ireland

hastened to the city, little suspecting the treachery of Sidney. When the

Earl of Desmond and his brother John arrived, they were seized, and

committed to the Castle dungeons, from whence they were soon shipped

off to the Tower of London. But it was only a partial success after all,

for the whole of the Geraldines did not fall into the snare. James,

son of Maurice, still remained, and became head and leader in the ab-

sence of the imprisoned chiefs, he being well known for his attachment

to the ancient faith. This was James Fitzmaurice of Desmond—"James

Geraldine of happy memory," as Pope Gregory calls him—who origi-

nated, planned, and organized the memorable Geraldine League, having

first sent an envoy to the Pope requesting assistance and the blessing

of the Supreme Pontiff on this, the struggle of an ancient Catholic

nation against a monarch who had openly violated all title to allegiance.

The act of the apostate sovereign of a Catholic country, drawing the

sword upon her subjects to compel them to share in her apostacy on

pain of death, was not only a forfeiture of her right to rule, but it

placed her outside the pale of the law, civil as well as ecclcbiastical.

This was the position of Elizabeth when she raised the standard of perse-

cution against the Catholic religion, against tlic Irish chieftains, and the

Catholic'barons of the Pale, who for once united under the glorious stan-

dard of the faith against the common enemy of the Yicar of Christ and

the one true Church. The Holy Father sent his pontifical blessing on

their efforts, and promised them all the assistance in his power ;
and now
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the -war for faith and fatherland eomraenced in right do"^vn earnest.

"Then," says the old Geraldine chieftain, "forth flashed the sword of the

Geraldine
; like chaff did lie scatter the host of reformers ; fire and devas-

tation did he carry into tlieir strongholds, so that during the five years he

won many a glorious battle, and carried off innumerable trophies."

But after five years of valiant effort and varied fortunes, the hour of

reverses came. Elizabeth's forces were too strong for him. One by one

Fitzmauriee's allies were struck down, or fell off from him, till he himself,

with a small force, at last stood at bay in the historic Glen of Aherlow,

which had now become to the patriots of the south what the valley of

Glenmalure, in "W'icklow, had become to those in Leinster, into which the

war is presently to be carried against the O'Tooles and the O' Byrnes and the

other gallant chieftains who stood faithful to their God and to their country.

The Earl of Desmond, who saw his forces diminishing, while those

of his enemy were increasing every day by reinforcements from England,

wrote to the principal noblemen of Leinster, The O'Toole, The O'Byrne,

The O'Moore, and The O'Connor, whom he knew to be well disposed

towards him and his cause, begging their aid in defence of their religion

and their country against the common enemy. They accordingly took up

arms the following year, joined by Lord Baltinglass (Sir James Eustace)

and his brother. Thomas Eustace, so that we may see that it was princi-

pally for the faith as well as for fatherland that the Clan O'Toole and the

other Leinster septs risked and lost all they had in this world.

In another letter from Lord Chief Justice Pelliam to the queen he

says: " That the Earl of Eldare was about to join the forces at Kaas and

attack the rebels." "We have seen abeady how the earl had changed his

mind. But as a key to the state of the country, and as giving an insight

into the fears of the government, the following letter from the Lord Justice

to Queen Elizabeth will be found instructing. It is dated

—

''TithJuhj, 1.380.

" I have received your letter declaring your determination to send

hither the Lord Grey of ^Vilton as deputy, and supplies of soldiers and

victuals.
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" To be disburdened of tbis place is tbe greatest bapjjiness tbat

could ligbt upon me. The rebels bave been relieved by tbe noblemen

and chieftains of this proviuce with wine and munitions from the port

towns. I have lately laid hold upon them all, and keep yet in hand the

best of them. The most obstinate of them is Viscouot Barrie. I have

established garrisons cassing upon these lords and their territories, 1,200

men of this country birth. Lest any of the chieftains should fail in duty

I have assigned them in the absence of my Lord of Ormond, to the direction

of the sheriff of Cork as theii- general, associating with him Captain Apslie,

who, with his band of 50 horsemen, and one band of 100 footmen, shall

accompany the sheriff and observe all their doings, and execute such services

as either by himself or by tiie advice of Sir Warham St. Leger, and the com-

missioners in Cork, shall be thought convenient for that country.

The harvest being now come, I propose to destroy their corn, the fear

whereof has made many of them seek protection and pardon, aud breed

contentions between the earl and his followers. The townspeople give

relief and intelligence to the rebels. Five of my espials were hanged in

one day, which I requited with death to such as promised me the

rebel's head, and wrought not effectually for it. But nothing has more

injured the service than lack of full pay to the soldiers.' The practice is

general to disturb your estate, every man expecting foreign aid, whereby

O'Donnell and O'Eourke do invade Connaught. Turlough Linah O'Xeill

bends to the borders of the Pale, and the Pale itself is in open hostilities

under Lord Baltinglass, who has associated with him the O'Byrnes,

O'Tooles, and Cavanaghs, aud the 0"Moores. You should prepare for this

war with force, money, and victuals, and take the advantage of all the

lands of the revoltcrs and plant your own nation."

THE BATTLE OF GLEXMALfKE, 1580.

In order to carry out these sapient suggestions of Lord Justice

Pelham, Lord Arthur Grey was appoiuted lord deputy of Ireland, and was

sent over this year (15S0), with a large army, stores and munitions, and

on his arrival in Dublin he made all possible haste to quell the rebeUion
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that dared to raise its head almost within sight of the viceregal presence.

Those audacious 0"Tooles and O'Byrues were up in arras, encamped on

Slieverue, near the famous Glenmalure, the Aherlow of Wicklow. At

their head was James Eustace Lord Baltinglass, whose broth er was married

to O'Toole's daughter, and who himself, say the Four Masters, had recently

embraced the Catholic faith and renounced his sovereign.

Conspicuously associated with the commander were Phelim O'Toole of

Powerscourt, with a large contingent ; Barnaby O'Toole of Castle Eevin,

who was married to Honor, daughter of one of the O'jVIoores who fell a

victim at MuUaghmast, his own father dying two years before (1578).

He also had a large following, commensurate with the heavy debt he had

to pay. Cahir O'Toole of Ballyhubbock was well in hand, while Feagh

I^EcShane O'Toole of Castleruddery commanded the full muster of the Glen

Imayle portion of the clan. Many others there were of minor importance,

but "first amongst the foremost, the most prominent of all, was Feagh Mac

Hu"-h O'Byrne, son of Sabina O'Toole of Castlekevin, and married to Eosa

O'Toole of Powerscourt.

These, then, were the component parts of that grand muster of in-

domitable and courageous chiefs, against whose vastly inferior numerical

strength was soon to be hurled the pent-up might of England's power,

led by an ardent, zealous lord deputy, whose effulgent loyalty could

brook no delay.

What they lacked in numbers, they made good in hate and courage.

Looming up before them were the wrongs of nearly five himdred years of

English persecution and English robbeiy cankering in their breasts. But

yesterday, and the smothering, drowning shrieks of eight hundred of their

countrymen were wafted on the breeze to them trom the shores of distant

Eerry, as their mangled, butchered bodies were swept out by the tide at

Smerwick, while at home in their own Kildare the gore of their slaughtered

kinsmen lay still on the earth, and the air was filled with prompting voices

that, in the tension of theii" nerves, seemed real as life, while many a well-

remembered loved one, baring their bloody bosoms, showed the treacherous

"ash the sword of Cosby made, and as their perturbed spirits floated by
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on the summer air, they hissed into the ears of their friends and kinsmen:

" Eevenge ! Eemember me ! Remember Mullaghmast !"

On that bloody day, when the red flag of England went do\ni in the

battle's hurricane, and was trampled in the dust—when Elizabeth's proud

viceroy, Lord Grey do Wilton, and all the chivalry of the English Pale,

were scattered like autumn leaves before the gale—on that day, and in that

proud hour of Ireland's victory, Cosby of Mullaghmast, of evil notoriety,

fell in the hurried route ; the angel of retribution was upon him, and he

was sped swiftly before the judgment-throne of the Eternal, with the

brand of Cain upon his brow, by one of the many avenging Irish swords

that thirsted feverishly for his blood. A like doom—a similar fatality

—

tracked his children from generation to generation ; and nearly a score

years after, on the 19th May, 1597, at the battle of Stradbally Bridge, his

sou and grandson, the last of their race, fell before the just vengeance of

the right arm of an 0']Moore ; and it may be questioned if there be a

human being existing in whose veins runs the blood of the greatly in-

famous knight-commander. Sir Francis Cosby.

This battle of Cilenmalure Avas fought on the 25th August, 1580—
fought in that magnificent, grand old defile that had long proved a friend

to the patriot clans of Leinster. It seemed a fortress dedicated by nature

to the defence of freedom, and to compensate by its advantages to a de-

feuding force in some degree for those overwhelming odds an unscrupulous

plundering enemy was enabled to array against them; and never since the

first hour that the peace of that valley was distui'bed by the din of strife

were its passes guarded, or its vantage points commanded, by nobler sons

of freedom than those who, on this bright August day, held Glenmalure

for God and Ireland. And bravest of the brave, and most fearless where

none knew fear, was Fcagh McIIugh 0'Byrne of Ballinacor, the fire-

brand of the mountains. IS'o sword was drawn in the sacred cause of

liberty in any corner of the island, near or remote, that Fcagh's good

blade did not leap responsivcly from its scabbard to aid the "good old

cause." Wherever the tocsin was sounded in the north it awoke pealing

and sympathetic echoes among the hills surroitnding Glenmalure. As in
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later years Feagb. of Ballinacor was the most trusted of Hugh O'Xeill's

friends and allies, so "was he now in arms, battling for the Geraldine

League. His son-in-la-w, Sir Francis Fitzgerald, and James Eustace, Lord

Baltinglass, had rallied what survived of the clansmen of Idrone, Leix,

and Offaly, and had now effected a junction with the O'Tooles and

O'Bymes, taking up this strong jDosition in the passes of Slieverue and

Glenmalure.

Let us now proceed to see what steps the new lord deputy was

taking for the complete effaccment and the total extinguishing of those

rebel Irish and those Popish Palesmen, who were to be the especial

objects of his wrath.

Lord Grey de Wilton having arrived in Dublin on the 12th of

August, 1580, was eager to signalize his advent to office by some brilliant

achievement ; and was not his lucky star in the ascendant, as here, in close

propinquity—in fact, within a day's march of the city of Dublin—lay

encamped those "troublesome rascals," the daring chiefs of the Wicklow
mountains ? How the viceroy's soul must have exulted at the opportunity

thus afforded him of proving to his royal mistress how little time he lost

in canying out those designs she had so carefully matured for the benefit

of her wild Irish subjects. In fact, their conquest would be too easy, and

his lordship almost wished that there would be more difficulties thrown in

his way, in order to have his victory better appreciated. "But patience,

good, my lord;" though victory did not alight upon your banners, the

obstacles in your path were more than sufficient to satisfy even your fas-

tidious sense of honour. Did it never flash across the mind of the

deputy that the mission he now undertook was one the fulfilment of

which had so often ended in discomfiture to so many of his predecessors

in office ? Did he forget that it had been tried, and that it had signally

failed, in the case of Lionel Duke of Clarence, commonly called the Earl

of March ? Even the associations of the glcu should have struck a key-

note of warning for him, particularly when attuned by the fingers of the

O'Tooles and O'Byrnes, as it was in the same glen, and with the same

clans as performers, that, forty years before, a namesake and predecessor



A.D. 1-jSO.] axd otiike leixster septs, 305
j

of his hoard a warlike symphony, "with martial accompaniments, that gi-ated 1

so harshly on his refined English car, and made such an impression on
j

his feelings, that it was only when the portcullis of Dublin Castle closed
{

upon his flying retreat that the wild chorus of " Ui Tuathail aboo I"
|

ceased to strike terror into his frightened soul. But oui- Lord Grey T\as I

made of sterner stuff. lie would noAV, at one fell swoop, destroy both the
|

"Firebrand" and the "Lion" of the mountains, and plant the cross of St. i

George and the standard of Elizabeth on the castles of those haughty
chieftains of Ballinacor and Imayle; and then pui'suing such a course of

exemplary punishment on the humbler kern and gallowglasses of the clans,

he would give their children's childi-en reason to remember this day of

Glenmalure. And so they did; and so did Lord Grey, but for very different

reasons.

A council of war was now held by the viceroy and his staff, amongst
whom we fijid James Wingfield and the Earl of Kildare, and several others

of less note. The paramount idea of the lord deputy upon reaching the

entrance to the glen was one that was going to render his name famous,

and compared to his the lustre of such subsequent engineers as Jomini

and Tauban would be but as an oil-lamp to an incandescent arc, had it

succeeded; but, unfortunately for his lordship, that essential, success, Avas

the only one it lacked. The idea, like all splendid ones, was simplicity

itself made simple. It was to "hem" the Irish in. So he constructed a

strong earthwork, or entrenched camp, at the mouth of the valley, to stop

escape, and "bag his game." So completely was his mind o'ermastered

by the anticipation of his splendid victory, that he quite forgot to make
any provision for a retreat, a contingency which, the highest militar}'

authorities tell us, should always be present to the mind of a general

even in the midst of almost assured success. All being now ready, the

advance was ordered, and the attacking nine companies entered the glen

for the purpose of commencing the rout, while the noble leader himself

and a host of his courtiers took their places on an eminence commanding
a full view of the valley, which was soon to be a scene of the most exhil-

arating excitement. An ominous silence prevailed as the English soldiers

21
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pushed their way into the glen. The eoui'tiers on the "gi*and stand"

vraxed -wittT ; they -wondered whether "the game had not stolen away?"

They sadly thought there would be ''no sport" after all, or they hallooed

right merrily to the troops to "follow on" and "unearth the old foxes."

After a time the way became more tedious, for it is upwards of three miles

long, with high hills on either side, with a river flowing through tlie

centre. " We Avcre, "' says Sir William Stanley, "forced to slide sometimes

three or four fathoms ere we could stay our feet, the way being full of

stones, rocks, and wood, in the bottom thereof a river full of loose stones,

which we were driven to cross diverse times."

All this time no sign of a living enemy. All the troubles the English

soldiers had as yet encountered were simply the obstacles of the gi-ound.

At length it seemed good to Feagh MacHugh O'Byrne to declare that

the time had come for action. At the signal fi'om him, from the forest-clad

mountain sides there burst forth a wild shout—"Farrah"—whereat many
of the jesting corn-tiers turned deathlv pale, and a storm of bullets assailed

the entangled English legions ; and even yet the fire was unseen.

The English troops now broke m wild disorder. Lord Grey, furious

and distracted, ordered up the reserves. And now the clarion voice of

Foagh rang out the " charge" in such thundering notes that its reverbera-

ting echoes, a hundi-ed times repeated by the surrounding hills, would of

itself be sufficient to make quake with fear those lily-livered rascals, who,

from their look-out, expected to see so different a sight. And what a charge

was there ! Like the torrents of winter pouring do-wn these same hills^

do-wn swept the Irish forces from every side uj^on the struggling mass

below. Vain were all efforts to try and wrestle against the overwhelming

fury of such a charge. From the very first it was a pursuit. The one

and only question was, hoAv to escape, with the solution of which the

common soldier and the castle courtier wore alike sorcl}' puzzled. Discip-

line was cast aside in the panic route. The noble and gallant commander

himself. Lord Grey, Avith a few chosen friends and attendants, fled early,

and, by means of fleet horses, saved themselves ; but of all the brilliant

host the viceroy had led out of Dublin a few days before, there returned
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but a few shattered companies to tell the tale of disaster, and to snrroiind

with new terrors the names of the gallant and brave mountaineers, tbe

O'Tooles and the O'Bjraes, and the other I;cinster septs.

The account of this battle has been given bj one who was engaged

in it, and we will let him describe it, as no doubt his narration would
have more -weight with those -who -^'ish to appear incredulous, and -who

are al-ways too ready to pooh-pooh everything Irish, especially Irish valour

and exploit, and who -would strive to cloak their ignorance of their

country's history by trying to assume the "quasi" fashionable belief that

it is so blended with mythical lore that there is no discerning the real

from tlie imaginative; nor do they ever try. They can have no objection

to Sir "W. Stanley as a war correspondent; anywaj-, his prejudices will not

cause him to lean to the Irish side.

"We entered the glen," he wi'ites "on the 25th August, and were

f jrced to slide some three or four fathoms before -we could stay our feet.

It -was in depth -where we entered at least a mile, full of stones, rocks,

bogs, and wood, in the bottom thereof a river full of great loose stones,

which -we were driven to cross different times. So long as our leaders

kept the bottom the odds of the skirmish were on our side, but our colonel

being a corpulent man, not able to endure travail, before we were half

way through the glen, which was four miles in length, led us up the hill.

It was so steep that we were forced to use our hands as well to climb as

our feet. The vanguard being gone up the hill, we (the rereguard) must

of necessity follow ; and the enemy charged us very hotly. Divers had

served amongst Englishmen, under the leading of Captain Green, that

had served in Connauglit, and was carried by one Captain Garrett, a cap-

tain to the rebels. It was tlie hottest piece of service for the time that

ever I saw in any place. I was in the rereguard, and with me twent} -

eight soldiers of mine, whereof were slain eight and hurt ten. I had with

me my drum, whom I caused to sound many alarms, which was well

answered by ' them that was ' in the rereguard, which stayed them from

pullicg them down by the heels. But 1 lost diverse of my dear frieuds.

They were laid along the wood as we should pass, behind trees, rocks,



SnS HISTORY or TITE CLAN o'lOOLE [a.D. loSO.

cra£?5, bop:=!, and in covert. Yet so long as we kept the bottom I lost not

a man, till we were drawn up the hill by our leaders, where we could

observe no order. We could have no sight of tliem, but were fain only

to beat the place where we saw the smoke of their piece? ; but the hazard

of myself and the loss of my company was the safeguard of many others.

" I know and confess that it was the hand of Almighty God that

preserved me. The places were so very ill that were a man never so

slightly hurt he was lost, because no man was able to help him up the

hill. Some died—being so out of breath that they were able to go no

further—being not hurt at all."

Or, in plain English, my dear Sir "William, they got such a dreadful

friu^ht that they gave up the ghost. Very little gibing at the half -starved

Irishry on this occasion. Kor do we find that the special artist who was

commissioned from the Castle to caricature their shaggy ponies in a former

fight, was now brought into requisition, though it were a theme worthy

of John Leech himself to sketch these burly, overfed Saxon soldiers falling

down in the glen, and, though completely unhurt, expire through fe-ar,

while lustily bawling for help.

O'Sullivan-Beare tells us, in his Catholic History, what Sir W. Stanley

conveniently manages to omit—"That eight hundred of the common

soldiers fell in the glen and on the slopes of the hills up which they had

to toil with heavy harness on their backs that sweltering day."

Indeed, anyone visiting ths scene of this battle will easily realize the

difficulties which those heavy English had to encounter in making their

escape frnm their assailants, familiar as they were with every gorge and

winding of that highly picturesque locality.

" They were great stern men, my fathers ! who battled for every right,

And boldly grasped the dreaded sword in many a bloody fight."

Besides the common soldiers, Cosby, of the Queen's County, then

recently made into shire land. Colonel Moore, Peter Carew, Captain Aud-

loy, and many gentlemen who had come to Ireland with Lord Deputy
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Grey, left their bones to ^vliiten in the ^ild solitude of the glen. The

deputj-'s " quick retreat " was too hurried to permit him take any of his

baggage, so that the whole of his waggons and commissariat fell into the

hands of the victors.

The Abbe MacGeoghegan, in his history, thus writes of the battle of

Glenmalure (1580) :

" At this period the court appointed Arthur Grey, Lord Baron of

Wilton and Knight of the Order of the Garter, Deputy of Ireland. He

landed in Dublin in August. Some noblemen of Leinster and Meath be-

held with indignation the Catholic clergy persecuted, the holy sacrifice of

the Mass abolished, their churches profaned by the new ceremonies of the

reformers, and, dreading fresh innovations, they united to defend their

religion. The chiefs of the confederacy in Leinster wore : James Eustace,

Yiscount Baltinglass, Feagh MacHugh O'Byrne, Shane MacPheagh O'Toole

of Imayle, Cahir O'Toofe, Ballyhubbock ; Felim and Bryan O'Toole of

Powerscourt, and Captain Fitzgerald, who withdrew from the queen's ser-

vice for the same purpose.

" The plot having been discovered before it was ripe for execution,

some of the leaders were put to death. The new deputy having, before

receiving the sword, heard that Baltinglass, Feagh MacHugh, 0' Byrne,

and the O'Tooles and their confederates, were posted in the defiles of

Glendalough, determined to dislodge them. For this purpose he collected

all the English in Leinster, both foot and horse, and marched to Glenda-

lough (near Glenmalure), where he found the Irish ready to receive him.

The battle began in a wood, which was lined with cavalry, under the

command of Lord Grey. The combat was long and obstinate ;
but vic-

tory having at length "declared in favour of the Irish, a dreadful carnage

was made of the English troops, and the deputy, with his cavalry, was

forced to fly. The English lost eight hundred soldiers, besides

Peter Carew,^ Colonel Moore (an Englishman), and Captains Audley and

Cosby.

" This last was particularly cruel, as has been already observed
;
his
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greatest pleasure consisted iu putting tlie inoffensive Catholics, and even

their infants, to death before his door by hanging them on a tree.

" This blood-thirsty tyrant met with his reward at last at the hands

of the O'Tooles and O'Byrnes, iu revenge for the massacre of MuUaghmast
and his other wicked deeds."

But even when all our accounts of the victory at the battle of Glen-

maluro are combined, how meagre are the details ? We could not expect

Sir W. Stanley to give us, in any glowing colours, the full particulars,

though in that passage of his letter, where lie owns his preservation to the

Almighty alone, there is a more truthful depicting of the complete over-

thi-ow of his army, and the straits to which he was put, than if we had
an account from a special war correspondent, adorned with all the descrip-

ti\'e beauties of a Eussell or an O'Donovan.

Had we a record of it from the pen of either Feagh MacHugh
O'Byrne or Feagh MacShane O'Tuole, we would be better able to realise

the utter and complete rout which Deputy Grey's grand army received in

the passes of Glenmalure, and the hills surrounding Glendalough. The
record would have further told us that on the evening of that eventful

day, when the victorious chiefs, surrounded at the dais by their guests

and knights, and below them sat their kerns and gallowglasses, in the

great hall of BalUnacor, where the much-needed and well-earned banquet

was prepared
; how, when the bright red wine sparkled in the cup, as

with hands on " skien," they solemnly pledged each other ; and MacKehoe,

the hereditary bard of the clans, having attuned his harp, broke forth

into an improvised ode on the day's victory.

Feagh MacHugh O'Byrne, the O'Tooles, and the Eustaces now set

the Government at open defiance. On the loth of the October following

they descended on the castle of "Wicklow town, then one of the strong-

holds of Ormonde, and captured it. The ruins of this old castle still

remain, a lonely sentinel on the cilge of the sea, with the angry waves

breaking up against its base, Avell known to the inhabitants as Black

Castle. After the capture of Black Castle the allied chiefs swung round

the mountain and attacked Clondalkin, without apparent opposition from
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the lord deputy. His unpleasant reminiscences of Glenmaluro were too

fresh for him to try another bout at liill-climTjinc;, and, besides this, the

Earl of Desmond gaA^e him plenty to do in the south. Between Desmond,

and watching for those foreign allies that were expected over to assist

him, Lord Grey's duties were becoming anything but those of a sinecure.

The State papers merely say on this matter that " Lord Baltiuglass

has burned Clondalkin."

THE EETALIATION WITH A VEXGEANCE OX THE o'tOOLES AND THE o'bTKXES

AFTER THE ALLIED CHIEFTAINS BREAKING TP CAMP IN GLEXMALURE.

To go back for a few months before the battle of Glenmalure, we

find one Andrew Trollope, a lawyer, coming over to Ireland in search of

employment from the deputy. lie seems to have been possessed of a

taste for the jotting dou-n of events passing round him, and the following

account of his of an event relating to the O'Tooles is so graphic that we

give it place in this history :

"About the 16th July, 1581, Felim O'Toole was apprehended for

victualling rebels. Thereupon his brother gathered his tenants and

followers, and killed, burned, and spoyled as many as he could find

disposed to be true subjects.

"He sent word to the deputy to deliver his brother, or else he would

burn and spoyle the whole country to the gates of Dublin ; but that, if

he set his brother at liberty, he would come in and be pledged for his

brothers good beliaviour. Felim being persuaded to yield himself up, and

being told, if he would not do so, his brother, being his pledge, should be

hanged, made answer he cared not, and bid them hang him if they would.

About the 2Sth August said Felim' s brother was hanged, as I pray God I

may see all the rest, for every chief rebel's pardon is a hundred men's

deaths."

A most charitable aspiration this; and Trollope was not the last

hungry adventurer that came over from England, legal as avcII as others,

who, having waxed fat and insolent upon the spoils of the Irish people,

were their most persistent maliguers and envenomed haters.
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In recun-ing to the State PajDers of the time, we find many brutal

deeds perpetrated by the English of Dublin Castle upon these same

O'Tooles, as the following extracts will exemplify, and will give the

reader an idea of the dreadful state of the country during this period

:

A.D. Note 1580.—" Lord Barrymore a prisoner in Dublin Castle."

1580. "The Lancashii-e soldiers would not fight against the

Papists.''—State Papers.

Sept. 9th, 1580.—"A son and two brothers of Feagh MacHugh
O'Byrne, and sixty others, slain."—State Papers.

January 15th, 1581.—" Sii- William Staiiley attacked by Feagh Mac
Hugh O'Bryne and Baltinglass. Feagh Mac Hugh's brother slain.''

January 27th, 1581.—"Lord Baltinglass and Feagh Mac Hugh
pinched with hunger."

It must have been a hard winter amongst the bleak mountains of

Wicklow.

April 4th, 1581.—" The killing of Garrett O'Toole, and taking

Thomas Eustace, brother of Baltinglass. The gentlemen among the

traitors left their horses, encountered our men on foot, and charged them

even upon the pikes."

It is evident these were no drawing-room knights, as there was no

display of white feather, nor lack of courage there, but they fought vali-

antly to the last, selling their lives deaily, so much so that it is said by

historians that this war cost England 30,000 men.

May 27th, 1581.—Lord Baltinglass has burned Clondalkin on the

south of the Liffey."

July 6th, 1581.— "Walpole writes to Burgley, and says: -The

Eavanaghs, O'Byrnes, O'Tooles, O'Connors, and O'Moores keep a third

part of the Pale waste.'
"

And on same date to Walsyngham

:

A discourse on the great dishonour to her Majesty by the procla-

mation of pardons. He says :
" The Eavanaghs, O'Byrnes, O'Tuoles,

O'Moores, and O'Connors keep a third part of the Pale waste."—State

Papers, vol. 84.
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August 30th, 1 581.—" Wallop to Walsrngliam. The Lord Deputy's

inlcntion to set forth toTvards Munster, on September 4th, 1581, and to

leave Stanley to prosecute the Kavanaghs ; Mackworth, the O'Connors and

O'Moores; and Bag-well and Denny the O'Tooles."

There are some of the descendants of this same Captain Denny to be

found possessing property in Wicklow at the present day under the

name of Dennis, showing how well he fulfilled his charge in prosecuting

the O'Tooles, and how well he got his reward. Again

:

July 31st, 15S1.—"P. C. in Ireland to P. C. in England. The

Lord Deputy has taken Wallop and Bagnal towards Turlough Lynagh

(O'Keill), the place where the garrison lies, being in number 2,G50, to be

victualled by them. Ko money. Feagh MacHugh O'Byrne mocking at

the pardon he had petitioned for, when he found he had it granted to

him."

July 31st, 1581. Privy Council in Ireland to Privy Council in Eng-

land.—"Eeagh MacHugh O'Byrne is mocking at the pardon he hath

petitioned for, when he found he had it granted. Kone have taken the

benefit of her Majesty's grace and mercy bufshow contouipt. Accordingly,

•we find the lord deputy is desirous to be instructed by the Privy Council

as to whether they will execute Feagh MacHugh's pledges or not."

The State Papers do not say whether they did or not, but we suppose

not, as they had enough to slaughter without them ; and insatiable as was

the thirst of the Castle authorities for Irish blood, their appetites must

have been glutted by that of the O'Tooles at this time.

Sept. 1st. 1581.—" Yiscount Baltinglass wandereth in great

astonishment."

Again, in the same State Papers (see foot note), 22nd October,

1581, we find Felim O'Toole of Powerscourt, detected by the Castle

authorities in victualling some of the rebels (as they are pleased to call

them); and forthwith, Felim, with eighty of his followers, are taken

prisoners and confined in the Tower of Dublin Castle.

His clansmen and friends, knowing full well that it was owing to his

efiorts to aid them that he got into durance, vowed to have him free at
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any cost. They accordingly made war on the Pale, burning and destroy-

ing all before them. Meantime, his brother offered to the deputy, that

if he would release Felim, he (13rian) he would give himself up as secu-

rity for his brother's good conduct. This offer the lord deputy accepted,

Felim was released, Brian taking his place in prison.

Felim, being stung to the quick by the treatment be had received in

prison, and further exasperated by the daily outrages to which his people

were subjected at the hands of the English, continued to war on the English

of the Pale. The lord deputy sent him word that if he would not cease

making war on them, he would put his brother to death. Felim indig-

nantly made answer that he did not care ; that he would continue to make
war; and the lord deputy, on hearing Felim' s reply, ordered his brother,

Brian 'Toole, to be put to death, which order was carried out in due

course.

The story of this event is graphically told by an Englishman who
happened to be employed in the Castle at the time—told, too, with all tlie

animus and hatred of the Englishman for the Irish. It is recorded in

the State Papers, as follows :

On the 12th September, 15S1, Andrew TroUope wrote a long

letter to Walsyngham, describing the impressions Ireland had made on

his mind since his arrival on the 8th July. He seems to have been an intel-

ligent English lawyer, but evidently the soil and climate of Ireland was

not congenial to his soul. He says :
" About the XYth Julye, one Phel-

ham M.cTole,which dwelt within YII miles of Dublin,and married to a sister

of Feffe McCue, one of the notable traytours, murtherers, and thieves

in all Ireland, was apprehended victualling the rebels, and his brother,

Brian, gathered together his tenants and followers, and killed, bourned,

robbed, and spoyled as many as he could find to be good subjectes, and

sent word to my Lord Deputy to delyver his brother, or else he would

bourne and spyle the countery even to Dublin gates.

" And during my lord deputy his absence, the said Phelham

McTole, his company, and other rebelles (from where Sir Wm. Standley

sent VIII of their heddes to Dublin, the X of August) burned, robbed.
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and spoyled the countery, so bouldly as they -were many tymes, both

by night and by day, sene so doing within three miles of Dublin. And
Phelham McTole being persuaded to cease and yelde himselfe, and tould

that if he would not doe so, his brother (Brian) being his pledge, should be

hanged, made answer that he cared not, and bidd them hang him (if they

dare), at which my lord deputy was much groved, and would not hear

any man speke of any pardons, and about XXVIII of August the said

Phelham McTole, his brother, was hanged (as I pray God I may see all

the rest).

"Every chief rebbell's pardon is a hundred deaths. That Irysheman

which getted pardon when he lysted, as in the tyme of Henry Sydney

was lord deputy, thus FefEe McCue [i.e, Feagh MacHugh O'Byme) was a

rebell. Now he had been persuaded to cumme and should have pardon.

He answered that he could murder, bourne, and robb whom he liked, and

then have pardon. The Iryshe have been too trusted, favoured, and pre-

ferred."

This epistle is truly typical of the average Englishman's feeling

towards the Irish. The only time he makes use of the name of the Deity

in his letter is to ejaculate the charitable prayer that he may see them
(the Irish) "all hanged." It never etered into the liberal soul of the

worthy Trollope to consider the gross provocation the O'Tooles received

from the English, in killing them whenever they could, bagging their

heads, and bringing them into Dublin Castle as if they were game, con-

sidering them as so many trophies of their industry and zeal in the queen

of England's cause, for which they got well rewarded. To our sorrow, we
have had too many of the genus Trollope polluting the soil of our poor

countiy.

Here is another account of the same transaction from the State

Papers

:

On the 28th August, 1581, L. D. writes his mind to Walsyngham on

the impolicy of takiug Phcagh MacUugh O'Lyrne, which Sir Henry
Harrington has laboured hard to procure. Amongst other things he says :

" Verye lately Phelim O'Toole bcyiuge arrested for sundrye suspytions
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of treasons, havyng a pardon not 15 months before, procured liis brother to

be his pledge for his good behavyour and aparence when he should be called,

who presentlye, even the first daye off his enlargement, enteryed into open

rebellyon, and so remayneth.
" Many other ensampels myght allege were yet avoyde tedyusnes, but

these beynge trywe what hope maye there off these fydelytes upon pledges.

There ys no waye to duant these people but by the edge of the sworde, and

to plant better in these places. Her Majestic were better to give them over

to there owne government, and let them one cutt an other's throte

—

i.e., styll

to consume tressor to no purpose.

" I was off mynde when the matter came in questyon at the counceU

tabell, whether he should be taken in or not, that consyderynge he is so

notable a rabell, and that monethe agone when we were treatynge peace

with Tyrljgh (i.e.. O'lS'eill), he refused his pardon then, beyng offered,

with very oprobyus words, and that now his manner of acceptynge yt ys

but by way of attornye.

" That such manner off takynge in could ether be honorable or any

safty to stay him from rebellyon longer than he shall fynde opportunitie

and spye tyme off advantage to do some notable myschefi'e.

" Well there was one more of my oppynyn, and so the matter by more

voyces fell throug. God send ye good success."

Here we have in a neatly condensed form the whole pith and sub-

stance of the policy to be pursued by the English adventurer towards the

native chieftains. " There is no way to daunt these people but by the

edge of the sword." Ko ; nor did the soldiers of Elizabeth find them very

easily daunted when they met them in the clash of battle. " Plant better

in their places," always bearing in mind that these so called "better"

were always available to her Majesty, in the persons of her followers and

all the other lying scribes who strove to villify and malign the character

of the Irish.

ISeedless to say, that the suggestions of his correspondent were

faithfully carried out in a few years after, and that with no niggard

hand.
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The flying columns sent out throua:h the countries of the O'Tooles

and O'Bymes appear to have burned and destroyei all before them,

murdering those M'ho were not able to fly for refuge to the woods and
mountains, the sole source of shelter left them.

Oct. 22nd, 1581.—" Walpole writes to Walsyngham, accusing the

O'Connors, Lord Baltinglass, and Felim O'Toole, of victualling the rebels,

and complains that a conspiracy existing amongst them, and made known
to one hundred gentlemen, was not made known to him by one."

November 12th, 1581.—"Finton to Burgley, recommending that

some privy spial be sent into Spain to observe the draughts of the

traitors."—Cal. State Papers.

November 23rd, 1 581.—"John Danyell writes to Walsyngham. The
traitor James Eustace, late Yiscouut Ealtinglass, is gone to Spain in a

Scottish ship. Has offers to go thither and join with the traitors in order

to reveal their secrets."

December 10th, 1581.—"Robert Pipho writes to Sir W. Malbey :—
' The Earl of Kildare has gone from hence to have Sir John Desmond and
Yiscount Baltinglass delivered to him on Thursday next for a great re-

ward.' "

It may be here noted that the good intentions of Pipho and the Earl

of Kildare with reference to I>ord Baltinglass were frustrated, and that the

information conveyed to Walsyngliam by John Danyell in the previous

extract, was more reliable, as we find that brave nobleman departed this

life a few years afterwards in Spain .

December 11th, 1581.—" Baltinglass's lands escheated this term by
outlawry."

" N-.te of such journeys as had been made by the garrison under Ser-

joant-Major.—Burning of sixteen towns in Casha and Shilleleagh. Divers

killed in Iniayle. Sons of Feagh Mac Hugh's foster-brothers and two sisters

slain in Gleuluchen, on the further side of the river Avanagh. Has taken

Simon McDavid's sister, who, if she do not stand me in steeds, I mean to

execute. Killing of bullies in the glen." A few years before we find in

the same State Papers :
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"11th December, 1577.—A commission given to Eichard Westby,

Gentleman, Sergeant of the Dimes and Tooles' countries, and George

Allen, constable of Queen's Castle. Magyneghan, to exercise martial law

in the Birnes and Tooles' countries."

Yet we not unfrequently meet with historians who describe the

native Irish of that period as half savages as to their mode of living and

habitation ; but with that suppression of facts which is so nearly akin to

mendacity, they never tell their readers that they were houseless, because

these marauding bands had burned their castles and destroyed their home-

steads ; that they were poor, because these same English robbers had driven

off their cattle and sheep, leaving all who escaped their swords to shift for

themselves as best they could, causing them to eke out a semi-nomadic

existence among the mountain fastnesses of their native land.

True that the O'Tooles very often, when exasperated by the wrongs to

which they were subjected, turned on their persecutors and paid them back

in their own coin—ay, even with compound interest thrown in. When
such episodes occuiTed they are always treated, both in letters to the

English Privy Council of the time, and in most of the histories handed

down to the present day, as so many savage butcheries by the "bloodye

lyryshe,'' upon those unoffending preservers of " law and order,'' the

pampered soldierv of a corrupt administration at Dublin Castle.

Those that were not killed outright in these forays were brought in

as prisoners to Dublin, where they were made the reluctant " Dramatis

Personte " of that long- established farce, "Trial by Jury ;
" of course, a

complete sham, for though there may in more modern times be occasion for

the exercise of a little " finesse,'' to throw some thin gloss over the corrupt

practice of jurv-packing, in those good old days of yore there was no

necessity for packing at all, as every inhabitant of Dublin was of the right

sort, and the deadly enemy of the O'Tooles and O'Byrnes, to boot.

Besides, all within the walls of Dublin were at one with the Castle

authorities in wishing the total annihilation of the O'Tooles, O'Byrnes, and

all other septs. From this we could expect nothing less than that the

jurors of Dublin should be highly complimented by the Crown (Le., the
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Castle) upon the loyal mannei in -vrhich they did " well and truly try,'' as

we find by the State Papers of that year, 1581.

Fenton, who was employed in or about the Castle as secretary

(this Fenton is presumably the progenitor of the present families of that

name, who possess lands in west "Wieklow), writes in a letter to Walsyngham

:

" The jurorp, by a secret power of God, proceed in the trial with

great uprightness."

But to return to Dublin. We find that this "secret power," what-

ever it was, worked well with the jurors, as the following extract will

prove

:

"This year (1581) forty-five persons were hanged in Dublin for

treasonable practices, and that Barrymore, i.e., James, son of Eichard, son

of Thomas, died in Dublin Castle. He was married to O'Toole of

Imayle's daughter."—Four Masters.

The O'Tooles appear to have borne the brunt of the marauding ex-

peditions, or, at least, the latter portion of them, as Feagh MacHugh
O'Byrne came to terms with Elizabeth early in the year, as appears from

the following extract

:

December 17th, 1581.—" Finton to "Walsyngham, concerning the

burning of the Lord Chancellor's houses under the walls of Dublin.''

Dec. 18th, 1581.—"L. D. to P. C. Sir William Sarsfield's motion

to bring in Captain Garrett, and he desires to be instructed whether they

shall execute Feagh MacHugh's pledges for his presumption."

December ISth, 1581.—" Garret O'Toole, son of Phelim, and ten of

his followers slain by Captain Denny, for which Captain Denny receives

the thanks of her Majesty and Privy Council."

Certainly! and we would not be at all surprised, were it in vogue in

those days, that he would have received a sword of honour, to boot, for

such a very valiant deed. But Captain Denny seeks and receives a more

substantial reward, as will be found further on in the State Papers.

Dec. 27th, 1581.—" Edward Denny to Walsyngham, demanding to

be paid for his services, in bringing in the head of Garret O'Toole to

Dublin."
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It would appear from the follomng extract from the State Papers

that the Captnin Denny, or Dennis, and Bagnall were appointed by the

lord deputy to pay all their attention to the O'Tooles. Exti*act is as

follows, in a letter from :

" Wallop to Walsyngham, sygnifying the lord deputy's intention to

have Stanley to prosecute the Kavanaghs ; Mackworth, the O'Connors; and

Bagnal and Deuny, the O'Tooles."

Towards the end of tlie year Elizabeth began to see that war with

the O'Tooles and other septs was not a paying game, and she resolved to

try a change of front by assuming the guise of forgiveness, to cover fraud,

treachery, aud deceit. Thus we find her first act of apparent conciliation

in sending a pardon to Lord Clanricarde and Felim O' Toole. The surety

which Felim gave this time was money, as we see by Fenton's letter to

Burgley, where he says :

In the following year the lord deputy received iastructions from the

queen to put out of the possession of Powerscourt Felim O'Toole, and to

hand it over to Art. This Arthur O'Toole, whose claim to the territory

of Feracualan was being advocated by Elizabeth, was the eldest son of

Bryan-an-Chogiadh, whom his father left as a hostage with Henry VIIL,

and who must have been reared up at the English court. Like Shane

O'Neill, he does not appear to have returned to Ireland to take possession

of his estates, nor do the queen's orders respecting him appear to have

1 een carried out, as we find Felim at a subsequent date still in possession

of Powerscourt. This Felim is described in one of the documents of the

period as *' having a glym, sihnt look, framed to the conformitj' of his

wicked disposition." Only anotlier instance of the lying perversity of the

parasitical scribes, who then, as now, had willing tongues and ready pens

to falsify and misrepresent everyone who had any claim to the popular

voice. We wonder had Felim's action at Glonmalure anything to do with

the unpleasant frown that so much displeased the ossthetic ideas of this

f lul chronicler. "\Ye should not wonder, anyway. The coincidence of the

hanging of Felim's brother goes to prove that the O'Tooles were not in the

odour of friendship within the Castle at that particular period. More trust-
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worthy annalists have left their record of Felira O'Toole of Powerscourt

as being kuowu to all the country round as one of the most hospitable,

genial, and kind-hearted gentlemen to be met with, and brave withal.

The reader must bear in mind that these wars of 1580, begun by the

Earl of Desmond, continued by Lord Baltinglass, in connection with the

O'Tooles, O'Bynies, and otlier Celtic families, were carried on purely on

religious grounds, namely, sooner than that they should submit to Eliza-

beth's supremacy in spiritual matters instead of the Pope's.

But if Elizabeth had one object in view—the bending of those

haughty chieftains' necks to her yoke in spiritual as well as temporal

matters—those whom she sent over to Ireland had quite another, namely,

their own aggrandisement in partaking of the spoils of the confiscated

lands and properties of these Catholic nobles, a powerfully stimulating in-

centive, that had more to recommend it than any motives of religious zeal

in the furtherance of the theological views of their royal mistress. How-
ever, the religious question afforded a convenient cloak, from the shelter

of Avhich they were able too successfully to further their own base, sordid

plans ; but to the O'Tooles the war was a purely religious one, on account

of which they lost their properties.

After the defeat of Turlough O'Toole of Powerscourt, in 1542, by the

wiles and stratagems of the Lord Deputy St. Leger, and Ormonde, under

Henry YIIL, and that of Turlough O'Toole of Imayle, by General Talbot, in

Edward YI.'s reign, the O'Tooles were never again able, single-handed, to

give battle successfully, and cope with the English of the Pale. Their

power as a clan was gone, never to return, and Fercualan and Imayle

ceased to be a barrier to the English.

But strong as ever remained their martial spirit, indomitable courage,

and never failing determination to fight against the English to the bitter

end. Instead of taking the field singly, we find them in future contenting

themselves with being the allies and confederates of the O'Byrnes,

O'Kcills. and other clans, in their efforts against their common

cncmv.
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Hence it is that we find them ably led by Barnaby, son of young

Art O'Toole of Castle Kevin, confederated with the gallant Feagh Mac
Hugh O'Byrne, at Glenmalure. This Barnaby O'Toole had been in his

youth sent as a hostage to be reared up at the English Court, together

with O'Neill, and other young Irish noblemen, in order, as Heni-y and

Elizabeth hoped, or would have it, to civilize them, or, in other words, to

make Englishmen of them, and imbue their tender minds with ideas an-

tagonistic to thcii- religion and the national sentiment of their native land,

a policy that in the instances of O'Toole and O'Xeill, only resulted in

bringing discomfitui-e on the heads of its promoters.

Barnaby O'Toole, being well trained up to arms, and having attained

the rank of captain in the English army, obtained his discharge in this

year (1581). He immediately flew to the assistance of Feagh Mac Hugh
O'Byrne, in the fortress of Glenmalure, where he had the heartfelt pleasure

of turning the knowledge of military tactics, acquired at the English Court,

and in the English army, against the English themselves, and to the great

advantage of the native cause, and we find him still in the pursuit of that

same cause, nobly assisting his brother-in-law, Feagh MacHugh O'Byrne,

in all his gallant efforts, until the year 159G, when he expired in the camp

of that famous chieftain in Glenmalure, a short time before the renowned

Feagh himself was slain.

After the battle of Glenmalure, in which the English were igno-

miniously defeated, and after the departure of Lord Baltinglass for Spain,

the O'Tooles, with Thomas Eustace, Lord Baltinglass's brother (who was

married to O'Toole of Imayle's daughter), kept the war flag flying among

tliL' hills of "Wicklow, till Elizabeth thought it wiser to come on terms with

them.

"The money forfeiture of sureties more profitable to her Majesty

than the life of wi-etched j^ledges. The bearer, Harrington, has well

acquitted himself iu his government."—State Papers.

From the Book of Fiants, dated 9th May, 1581, we extract

:

'Tiirdou to Phelim O'Toole of Powcrscourt, County of Dublin, Gent.
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" Isabella Byrne ny Hugh McShane O'Byrnc (wife of Phelim, and the

sister of Fcagh MacHugh, late of CaAvbraiiy), and Arthxn- Dawsou of

Towlagh.—Security as in 896."

Peace with Elizabeth does not seem to have been congenial to the

tastes of Phelim, or it was not the interest of the Castle party to let him or

any of the Irish chiefs enjoy it long, for wc find him again called upon

on January 31st, 1582, asking him to give sureties to keep the peace.

He, however, escaped this time, but heaven Icnows enough was exacted at

the cost of Phelim's kith and kin dm-ing the eventful year of 1581, his

brother, Brian-an-Cogogh, and his son, Garret, having been, Avith several

others, cruelly butchered at that time for their adherence to their

country's cause.

To show how highly the O'Tooles and 0' Byrnes stood in the estima-

tion of the authorities, we give another extract from the State Papers of

the time

:

June 8th, 1581.—""Wallop to "Walsyngham—Eecommending the

countries of the O'Tooles, O'Byrnes, and the Kavanaghs, the first to be

reduced in Ireland.

Sept. 1st, 1581.—" Feagh MacHugh puts in pledges. The Yiscount

Baltinglass wandereth in great astonishment.

Nov. 5th, 1581.—"Fenton to Walsyngham—Eecommending Jaques

"Wingfield to be fi-eed from his charge in the Castle on account of Edmond
Sceiz's escape from the Castle, and the charge of the prisoners given to

him (Fenton).

1581.—"Thomas Maria Wingtield ajipointed to the command of the

army, with Jenkins and Zouche. Lord Deputy Grey asks the queen for

more soldiers."—State Papers.

At this period we find unsolicited pardons showered freely on rhose

O'Tooles who escaped butchery at the hands of the English. The follow-

ing extracts are taken from the Book of Fiants. We give them not so

much for any intrinsic value they possess in a historical point of view,

but as a memento handing down to us the names of the most iironiiucut
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members of the Clan O'Toolc who fought and survived the dreadful wars

of 1580-81

:

10th March, 1852.—"Pardon of Tirelagh Ourc MacFeagh O'Toole,

Gent., with others.

"Pardon of Phclim O'Toole, Donogh O'Toole, Art DuS O'Byme,

James McPhelim O'Toole, Dermot McTirlagh O'Toole, Edward Mac-

Walter O'Toole, Philip McShane O'Toole, Teege IMcDermot OToole,

Phelim McDonogh O'Toole, Tibhot O'Toole, Patrick Bane O'Eyrne,

Donogh McMelcighlen O'Toole, Morogh MacCayer O'Toole, Edmond
MacDonogh O'Toole, Every MacCahu O'Byme, Donnell MacTeege Oge
O'Bp-ne, Gerald MacEdmond O'BjTue, Tirlogh MacMurrogh O'Toole,

Gents., with forty others belonging to Feracolin, County Dublin.

18th March, 1582.—" Pardon of Elizabeth nyn Hugh O'Byme, wife

of said Phclim O'Toole, Johanna nyn Art Kavanagh, Rouse nyn Morishe

Fitzgerald, Margaret nyn Tirlagh Oge O'Toole, Fennelle nyn Donnell,

Margaret nyn Tirlogh MacGilpatrick, Margaret Parsell, Granny O'Toole,

Margaret OToole, and Cahir OToole of Imale, Gent., and fifty others of

Iraale, kerns under Cahir O'Toole, Gent.

" Pardon to Eory O'Twoill of Dundalk, with many others."

28th August, 1582.—"Patent of pardon to Ai-t O'Toole, Pheagh

Mac Terlagh Oure O'Toole, Dermot O'Toole, Glassne O'Toole, and

Gerald Duff O'Bp-ne ; Morughe Duff Mac Molaghlin Keoghe O'Toole,

FaiTall Mac Art O'Toole, Elizabeth O'Toole, Margaret O'Toole, Doritia

O'Toole, More O'Toole, in County Wicklow.

"P.S.—With this condition, that if any of these persons pardoned

be of the sept of the O'Connors, who were pronounced traitors and rebels,

the pardon be of no effect."

19th July, 1582—"Pardon of Morogh-na-doe O'Flahertie of Ag-

nanyver. County Galway, and others of the same name."

" Pardon of Theobald O'Toole, Edmond O'Tuolc, Toohall O'Toole,

Feardorogh O'Toole of Omey, County Galway.

" Pardon of Poland Eustace of Gcgaston, County Kildare, and Hugh
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Mac Edmond O'Toole of Gilstown ; and Shane Mac Edraond OToolc of

same place.—22nd August, 1583.

" Pardon of Arthur O'Toole, gent., of Cloncare, Queen's County.
" Pardon to Luke O'Toole of Castle Kevin, gent., ]\Iorrogh and Hugh,

his brothers, and Walter Harrold, Geoffrey Harrold, Fcrganand Harrold,
tlieir horsemen

; Shane Mac Feagh O'Toole of Omalloy, gent. ; Hugh Mac
Edmond O'Toole, Mac Cahir Mac Edraond O'Toole ofOmaile, gent.

" Morrogh O'Toole, Cahir Mac Edmond, Moile; Donogh Mac Shane
Mac Feagh O'Toole of Omaile, gents.

Hugh Mac Thomas Mac Hugh OTowell, Patrick Mac Shane Ycrna
O'Towell, gents.; Tiege O'Trassa, kern; Thomas Walsh, Farrell Mae
Tirrogh, Eobert Lennan, Shane ne Monestraghe, and Oge More, servants

of Luke O'Toole." —3rd of August, T. of Elizabeth, 1504.

Again they were pardoned in 15GG, and again in lolO.—Scc fiants

of these dates; also in 1550, 1551, and 1552.—Public Eccord Office.

These pardons or amnesties were treated by the O'Tooles with the

most supreme contempt. Pardon! and for what? The necessity of

granting a pardon must have the very nature and essence of forgiveness,

and involve the commission of some crime or fault; but the O'Tooles were
in no way conscious of having committed any offence against the English

queen ; they never owned allegiance to her or any of her predecessors
;

therefore, never having acknowledged her authority, they broke no faith

in not obeying her behests.

Kot likely, then, that these pardons of Elizabeth were sought after

;

they were merely issued at the instance of the Privy Council, to try and
establish an assumed authority that had no actual existence. At this

time, too, it suited Elizabeth to desist from warring with the O'Tooles and

other septs, and she issued her pardons as a matter of form, and to inulvc

it understood, as it were, that she had poAVcr and control over tlicra and

their territory, although her laws and authority Averc never acknowledged

therein, nor her wi'its allowed to run. Hence, wc cannot form an estimate

of what appreciative boons these parchments were to the O'Tooles of
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tliat d;iy. One tiling tlio}' poiut out to us—the defining of the different

br.iuclies of tlic family existing in 15S2, namely,

PiiELiir O'TooLE of Powerscourt.

Cahir Mac Shane O'Toole, Imayle,

Bai;xaby O'Toole, Castlekevin.

Theobald O'Toole, Omey, County Galway.

EowxEV OTooLE, Dundalk.

Hugh Mac Edmoxd O'Toole, Gilton, County Kildare, whose

descendants are to be found there to the in'esent day.

The OTooles might now expect to have been allowed to settle down
in the ways of peace, to rebuild their homesteads, razed to the ground by

the English soldiers, to till and cultivate those verdant plains, and to enjoy

at least an interregnum from the horrors of war. But this would not be

iu accordance with the policy of Elizabeth and her Irish advisers ; so a

system of internal dissension was to be promoted, mutual jealousies to be

fostered, and that course of fraud and intrigue so successfully practised by
her royal father, again put in force with the hope of weakening the

strength of the elans, and thus injuring the Irish cause.

Accordingly, Art O'Toole is prompted to claim his father' property

that portion of the lands of Powerscourt then in possession of Phelim

O'Toole, his uncle. At first sight, one would think his claim most rea-

sonable, until we remember that according to the old law of tanistry, the

eldest son fell in for the landed property at his father's death. Phelim,

being the eldest surviving son of old Turlough O'Toole, by right succeeded

him ; but Arthur O'Toole, reared up at the English court, and knowing

nothing of the Irish laAv of tanistry, contended that as Henry YIII. had

gone through the form of making a grant of these lands to the children of

Turlough. after his death, iu 1542, i.e., to Phelim and Brian, he, Arthur,

son of Brian, had a right to succeed to his father's estate at his death,

which took place in Dublin the year before; and by the English law, which

he knew only, he was quite within his right.

Thus we find in the State papers of tlie period, petitions from Arthur

to the queen, and to the lord deputy at Dublin, demanding to be restored
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to his estates at rowerscourt. We have also from Phelim counter-petitions

proving his right to retain p issession of these estates, and praying to be

allowed to retain the possession thereof. Also, a letter from Queen

Elizabeth herself to the chief governor of Ireland, commanding liim_ to

give a straight injunction to restore to Arthur O'Toole the quiet possession

of Powerscourt, and disposses all wlio wrongfully bold tbe same.

The lord deputy writes back to the queen, saying that " Arthur

O'Toole's title cannot be discovered, unless he be sent over to Ireland.

'

He further forewarns the queen " of the unpolicy of driving Phelim O'Toole

again into rebellion."

This is paying a high compliment to Phelim's power of giving trouble

to the castle authorities, the lord deputy evidently having full faith m
the virtue of the adage, to " let sleeping dogs lie;" and with past expe-

rience to guide him, he considered it wise not to again rouse the ire of

Phelim. His arguments had weight with Elizabeth; she adopts her deputy's

view of the situation, takes the caution, and orders that Arthur, in Ueu oi

his claim, receive compensation from the State Treasury, sooner than cause

Phelim to again " let loose the dogs of war."

Arthur O'Toole may have been, and, I believe, was, unjustly treated

according to the English law ; but inasmuch as Phelim was the elect of the

people, and in possession of Powerscourt, it would have been wiser m
him not to have pressed his claim.

Had he been reinstated as O'Xeill was, he might have proved himself

as wily a diplomatist as he ah-eady proved himself to be a renowned

soldier, and thus prove to be as formidable an enemy to the English

queen ; and it is very probable that the lord deputy foresaw ail this, be-

cause, notwithstanding that Elizabeth had already issued her commands for

the restoration of Powerscourt to Arthur, the lord deputy prevailed on her

by his representations to countermand that order, and for certain pruden-

tial reasons to allow Phelim retain the peaceable possession of his property,

whilst, at the same time, she sought to pacify Arthur by a pcu.^iou for the

service in her army.

The reader wHl not forget that this Arthur O'Toole, eldest son oi
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Brian O'Toole of Powerscourt, had been sent to the English Court, like

O'Xcill, O'Donnell, and Barnaby O'Toole (son of Art of Castle Kevin),

as a hostage and good security for the actions of his father, and as

Elizabeth hoped, to be reared up with Eaglish ideas, English customs, and

to be imbued with those tastes and feelings that would, in fact, make
an Englishman of him.

Arthur, it would appear, took to the profession of arms, as did his

cousin, Barnaby, as more congenial to his tastes, and had even at this early

period of his life won many laurels and honours, and gained for himself

many distinctions, on foreign fields, for which the pension to which he

alludes in his letter to her Majesty, was well earned.

Having been frustrated in his design of obtaining possession of what

he considered his inheritance, he retired to the continent, where, by a con-

tinuance of those deeds of valour and bravery that had already established

his fame, he now, in the services of France and the Netherlands, became

renowned and extolled.

Would that it had been our task to record such deeds of valiant

prowess as were given by Arthur to the stranger, in the struggle that was

proceeding in his own unfortunate country. The right arm of Arthur

would have had ample exercise in cutting down the freebooters of Earl

Grey at Glenmalure, and the gallant Feagh Mac Hugh would have

heartily welcomed his counsel and sword in the many struggles for free-

dom with the hated Saxon foe.

Before us hangs the portrait of Arthur O'Toole, a handsome old man,

with high forehead, clear blue eye, acquiline nose, and a mouth whose

curve would make you believe ho must have been a sort of Apollo Belvi-

dere in his youth. The snoAv white hair, and flowing beard, of which

Aron might have been vain, give a visible beauty to his features, and

make us regret that he did not adopt the sacred profession of his great

kinsman, St. Lorcan. We have seen eastern patriarchs at St. Peters, but to

Dur observation there never was a head better formed for mitre than your^,

O Arthur, if you had not preferred the morion. The entire figure is

cased in burnished armour, and his hand grasps a long wand ornamented
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with more than a dozen coronets, iudicatiug, no doubt, the many cantrcds

of land to which he was entitled, if every man had his own.

But forgetful of the injury done him—and perhaps he was not too

silent regarding his lineage, and the wealth and position of his fore-

fathers—some English scribes took occasion to make a butt of him for the

exercise of their dull wits, and to turn this circumstance into ridicule, as

we see by the following exti-act from Grainger's Illustrated Biogra-

phical work, where this pictui-e of Arthur O'Toole is found. It says :—

"Captain O'Toole was a man of inordinant aspirations. He tuok

every occasion of boasting his precipitate valour. He served as a

volunteer in various nations, and was as notorious in other parts of

Europe as he was in his own country. He was son and heir of Brian

O'Toole, Lord of Powerscouit and Feracuallen. The Mars and Mercury,

the Agamemnon and Ulysses, for wisdom and valour-. Theresites, Amadis

de Gaul, Don Quixote. Westminster his residence."

Much as we revere the memories of the old heads of our sept, we

will not gainsay a word said to his disparagement, for we are very sure

that if he had been true to the traditions and aspirations of his fore-

fathers, not Westminster, but the dungeons of London Tower Avould have

been his biding place.

May heaven assoil him, and forgive us if we do him wrong in quoting

the verses made by Taylor, commonly called the water-poet, aneut this

Arthur

:

" Great Mogul's landlord—of both Indies king,

Whose self-admiring fame doth loudly ring,

Writes four-score years, more kingdoms he had a right to

—

The stars say so—and for them he Avill fight, ton.

And though this worthless age Avill not believe him.

liut clatter, spatter, slander, scoff, to grieve him

:

Yet he and all the world in this agree.

That such another TooUe will never be."
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K'evertlieless, out upon Sassenach biographer and ballad monger

!

A hundred of the Clan O'Toole have long since wiped away any blur

that Arthui- may have cast upon their escutcheon.

So seldom did it fall to the lot of those malignant scribes to be able

to find a weak point in the armour of honour of the O'Tooles, that it is no
wonder to us that they strove to insert their venomous shafts in the cre-

vice with all the rancoui" of their evil nature.

Let us resume our extracts.

October 12th, 1582.—"Feagh Mac Gilpatrick, the O'Connors, with

two of the brethren of the Yiscount Baltinglass, are in the protection of

Feagh j\Iac Hugh and the O'Bp-nes. The likelyhood of a foreign invasion,

and the necessity of sending back the lord deputy, and settling a force in

Ulster to follow action."

Sir Henry Sydney writes to Sir Francis Walsyngham, 1583:
" Lea-\dng Dublin, I journeyed through the countries of Kildare, Kil-

kenny, and Carlogh, and Wasshford, holding sessions. I came home
through the seaside by base Leinster, the countries of the Cavanaghs,

ruled by Thomas Masterson ; O'Murghes (O'MuiiDhys), governed by

Eichard Synod ; the Kynchclaghes, where Thomas Masterson was cap-

tain ; the O'Byrnes, and the O'Tooles, governed by Francis Agard

(now Ager), and so home to Dublin. All these Irish people lived as

loyally as any people in shire ground. There is no waste land, but as

they termed it there, it bare "corn," or "horn.''—See Carew State

Papers

Dublin, 28th May, 1582.—" Sir Kicholas Malbie, to the Earl of

Leicester :

" Feagh Mac Hugh O'Byrne and Phelim O'Toole of Powerscourt

keep the peace well.''

Taking the above two letters in conjunction, we can readily perceive

that though the countries of the O'Tooles were well captained and watched,

stiU the people were thiiving and endeavouiing to cultivate the arts of

peace ; but that they should do so for long woidd never suit the interests

of the English " landgrabbers.''
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In the following year, a.u. 15S3, we find from the following letter of

Sir Henry Harrington, that he had a covetous eye for the lands of the

exiled Lord Baltinglass, and other properties of the Celtic sept s, as a reward

for his efforts to bring tliem under subjection. He now had not even the

excuse to offer to the English Privy Council, that they were giving any

trouble, as the people were endeavouring to live peaceably ; but on the

principle that " any stick is good enough to beat a dog with,'' he sought

the possession of their lauds all the same.

Here is his letter :

—

" Grange Gorman,

" November Uth, 1583.

"Sir Henry Harrington to Burgley.

"That he may have letter survey of Baltinglass, or the fee-farm of

it, or a lease of eight }-ears.

" He has brought the septs of the O'Tooles under Shane McFeagh
O'Toole (Imayle), Feagh Crosso O'Toole (Imayle), and Cahir O'Toole

(Imayle), to live in peace.

" Good hope is entertained that Feagh Mac Hugh O'Byrue will be

honest. There is no tyme I send for him but he will come without pro-

tection, and any man in his country that I call for he will deliver, but with

the condition "not to be hanged," but to give right for anything that shall

be proved.

" Has drawn to the towoi of Baltinglass a dozen horsemen that have

no pay of her Majesty, who shall be there resident continually, to answer

all events that shall happen. His land is to be employed as need shall re-

quire.

" Knows that their defence being removed all shall be spoiled the next

day after.

" Makes more reckoning of twenty such as sit down to live by the

soil than of a hundred who arc to be removed on every occasion.

"Prays for a further interest in two other parcels, Kilrothcry, and

Kilpole, the one within the Byrnes' country, and the other the O'Tooles',

in the county of Dublin."
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From the same State paj^ers we gleau that this petition had the

desired effect, as in the following month of March,

—

" Her Majesty was moved to bestow Baltinglass on Sir Henry
Ilarriugton in respect of his ' hurts.' "

T\'e must not forget that this is the same Sir Henry Harrington who
Avas ajipointed military governor of the O'Tooles and O'Byrnes' coimtries

by Elizabeth
; having his camps at either end, one in Baltinglass, and the

other at Xewtown Mount Kennedy. Tt was at the latter he strung up poor
Tibbot O'Toole in 1580. For this offence he was subjected to imprison-

ment, as a double stroke of policy, to make a semblance of impartiality, and
to appease the insulted honour and wounded dignity of the Earl of Kil-

dare, the then lord deputy. But, nevertheless, Sir Henry remained the

trusted friend and servant of Elizabeth, and she adopted the plan most in

accordance with his own -views when she bestowed upon bim, in the shape

of land grants, the very effectual salve for the inconvenience of his im-

imsonment or any other "hurts '' he may have received in his too success-

ful endeavours to prevent the O'Tooles from enjoying the fruits of their

own soil.

On 21st June, 158 l,wc have Sii- John Pcrrot sent over as Lord Justice,

and associated with him. Sir John IN'onis, as governor of Munster, and Sir

Eichard Bingham, as the governor of Connaugbt. This triumvirate came
across fully prepared to govern with the strong hand in subduing the native

Irish, and thus, of course, feathering then- own nests, piu'suing the same
policy as was ever adopted—both by theii- predecessors for over 400 years,

and ably copied by their successors for 300 more.

In the following September we have Sir John Perrot paying a visit

to the IN'orth in order to reconnoitre the position and observe the strength

of the northern septs, the O'Donncllsancl the O'Xeills.

" On the J 7th September, 1584, O'Donnell and Sir Owen O'Toole

are come to me, and agnin, in the month of October, O'Donnell and Sir

Owen O'Toole came to the camp at Donluise, and having Tirlough O'l^eiU

with me. I ordered (settled) the controversies between them."
" I won them to a condiiional composition to find her Majesty's
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garrison in bread and drink. A like composition I made with M' William

in a short time after."
!

Immediately subsequent to this Sir Owen O'Toole was taken pri-
i

soner and lodged in Dublin Castle, where he remained for six years, when

through the interference of some friends, he was released ; but owing to
|

his great age and the ravages that the rigours of prison life had made on I

his constitution, he died a short time after his release.
i

The following extracts from the State papers of the period throw-

additional light on this event :
—

" "When the lord deputy made a journey into Tirconnell, after the

said Hovondon overthrew the Spaniards, Sir Owen O'Toole, Knt., came to

his lordship upon his word, who promised not to take him further

than Donnigall, being ten miles from Sir Owen's own house, where

the lord deputy tlien was, which was not performed. For that

Sir Owen is now detained a prisoner, even sithence though he hath done

good service. This made O'Donnell to be most fearful."

"Sir Owen O'Toole was brought to Dublin, where he was kept a pri-

soner six years, and by reason of his aged years and continuance ii;

prison, he died soon after his deliverance (25th April, 1595)."

" Before the deputy departed out of Sir Owen's town, his haggard was

burned and the town spoyled. Such was the reward that the old knight

received for his services to her Majesty."

August Cth, 1584.—"Feagh MacHugh O'BjTne has delivered to the

lord deputy his uncle and his son as pledges."

From this extract we see that the peace kept by Feagh, as reported

in IMalbie's letter to the Earl of Leicester two years before, was already

broken. He, no doubt, becoming exasperated at the further outrages of the

English garrison, was driven into war by way of reprisal, and when again

overpowered bj" overwhelming numbers, pledges were exacted, so as the

better to enable them to carry on the pillage without fear of retaliation
;

for if the spirit of independence were too plainly manifested by Feagh

while his kinsmen were in the hands of the English, they would rcccivo
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as short a shrift and as bloody a doom as did Brian O'Toole and other

hostages a short time before.

bctuber 20th, 1584—"Dublin: Sir N.White to Lord Deputy.—

Relates his services in Leinstcr circuit. The chieftains of all the Irishry

remained with him. Such as were found to be rangers and masterlcss

men I left in prosecution by common sessions after the rest, without any

danger of disturbance to the quiete of the country. The number of

prisoners in the circuit was 181, whereof were executed 48 by trial of

their OAvn nation, and of those there were two principal gentlemen of the

Kavanaghs, by whose attainder her Majesty is entitled to a country of

three miles broad, called Leveroke, and also sixteen towns standing upon

the Eiver Barrow, adjoining the house Leighlin, where the boats passing

the river were continually robbed by those wicked inheritors. I ordered

(settled) many complaints of the Irish lords against the extortions of

sheriffs and other officers greatly to their contentment.

" I was at Ballinacor, Feagh MacHugh O'Byme's chief house, stand-

ing at the mouth of the glynn where law never approached. He used me
with many speeches and signs of great obedience, and would willingly

have answered the sessions but for his captain, Sir Henry Harrington.

I have observed both the man and his country, as I will inform your lord-

ship mvself. The best of the Byrnes appeared before me to inquire for

her ]\lajesty, and deliver their compliments, seeming very desirous to be

governed by the indifferent administration of justice."

We must accept the latter portion of Sir N. White's letter with the

proverbial modicum of salt necessary to flavour it. Having seen the

effects of White's sessional tour through the circuit, painfully exemplified

by the judicial murder of 48 of then- countrymen, and knowing him to

have in his train all the machinery, legal and otherwise, for increasing that

number, it is only natural to suppose that Feagh and the other O'Byrnes

did not present as bold a front as usual. They temporized a little, and as

re^^ards their inquiries about the queen, and their compliments to her, they

(to make a slight alliteration from Hamlet),

"Assumed anxiety, though they had it not."
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About this time (October 3rd, 1585) " 26 of the principal Irish fami-

lies of Connaught surrendered the 0, and were allowed to retain their

lands, and nearly as many more Macs, for the same purpose."

None of the O'Tooles or O'Byrnes followed the example of these

Connaughtmen in " selling their birth-right for a mess of pottage."

In the earlier portion of this year—that is, May, 1585—we find, accord •

ing to the Four Masters, that a proclamation for a parliament was issued

to the men of Ireland, commanding their chiefs to attend in Dublin pre-

cisely in May, for most of the men in Ireland, say the Four Masters, were

obedient to their sovereign, so tliat they all came to meet each other in

Dublin at that command. The same authorities then proceed to give

the names of heads and chiefs of the great Irish clans who obeyed the

command of Perrott, to attend his great parliament, and they wind up by

saying that amongst those that did not and would not attend, were the

O'Tooles, O'Connors, O'Moores, and O'Byrnes, except Feagh MacHugh

O'Byme of Clan Eannalagh.

Here we may remark that O'Toole's conduct in staying away from

this parliament was quite in keeping with that of his predecessors, who,

on like occasions, never could be prevailed on to accept such invita-

tions, or pay any attention to such commands ; either to enter into nego-

tiations, or partake of the treacherous hospitality of the Saxon enemy.

The O'Tooles were not at all unfamiliar with Dublin Castle; but it was as

prisoners of war, and not as guests, they found themselves there, and it was

only with the prison cells and dungeons they were acquainted, and not

the council chamber, the ball-room, or the banquet-hall.

Whether it was that they had a natiu-al repugnance to submit them-

selves to negotiate with the Castle, or that they doubted the utility of

such negotiations, one thing is certain, that upon all the occasions on

which the Leinster chieftains were invited to meet the king or his lord

deputy, whether for parley or for hospitality, The O'Toole always declined.

Whether he always acted right in thus declining on former occasions, he

was certainly right now, as this parliament of Perrott was convened prin-

cipally to pass Acts of Attainder against the Earl of Desmond, FitzEustace,
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Viscount Baltinglass, and their adherents, amongst whom were the O'Tooles,

0'P>yrnes, O'Moores, and O'Connors, who had joined with them in the
wars against Elizabeth, and whose estates were now to be confiscated.

From this O'Toole kept aloof, and it is onl}^ right to remark that the

great majority of the Irish chiefs and noblemen who did attend knew
notliing of the measures which were to be introduced and passed, else they

woukl not have attended or allowed their names to be associated with such

vile and unjust proceedings. Once within the walls of the Castle they

had no option but to acquiesce, or the transition from legislators to the

prison cells would have been short, swift, and sudden ; so that, on the

whole, it would have been more creditable if they, like O'Toole, had
adopted upon this occasion the strict rule of "total abstainers."

The Acts of Attainder having been duly, or rather unduly, passed

against these noblemen and chieftains, and their lands confi.scated, then

commenced the Avholesale scramble among the " land-grabbers." Everv
English adventurer, from Marshal li^'ingfield down to the pettiest

drummer, lost no opportunity of goading on the native Irish to rebellion

through desperation. This infernal policy succeeded, alas ! too well.

The lands became forfeit thi-ough the so-called rebellion of the owners; the

promoters stepped into possession, where we, with painful feelings, see

their descendants wrongfully in occupation at the present day. Instance

ihc case of Powerscourt and several others.

This parliament was composed of twenty-six temporal lords, nearly

all Protestants ; of tAventy-two Protestant bishops, who sat as spiritual

peers ; while the shins wore represented by twenty-seven members, most

of them Protestant and well affected towards the government of Elizabeth.

It was, in fact, a packed assembly, convened for the piu'pose of the

Acts of Attainder, and for enacting statutes making estates tail forfeit-

able for treason.

The Four Masters thought that Fcagh Mac Hugh O'Byrne repre-

sented Wicklow upon this occasion ; but in this they were mistaken, for

the members retm-ned for that county were Edward Prabazon and Sir

Henry Ilarrington ; and for the special purpose of the parliament no two
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better members could be had, as they had a special eye to forfeitures in

that quarter themselves, and the sequel shows that their dishonest lougin^'s

were gratified.

Sir Eichard Bingham proceeded to Conuaught, where he wasted the

country by fire and sword. In one session in Galway, seventy men and
women were condemned to death, and afterwards hanged. IIo then pro-

ceeded to West Connaught, or Connemara, and plundered the tribe of

the O'Flaherty.

And the people of the tribe of Owen O'Flaherty, as they themselves

considered, were under the law. These the English slew, men, women,
the common inliabitants, and the helpless people. They hanged Theobald

O'Toole, a supporter of the indigent, and a man who kept a house of

hospitality, who was the chief of the branch of the O'Tooles residing in

the island of Omey, West Connaught.

Bingham, according to Cos. defeated the Irish at the battle of

Ard-na-Eeagh, killed two thousand of them, and took a prey of four

thousand cows, of which he divided three thousand among his men.

Kot to confine his favours to either Leinster or Connaught, Perrot

now dispatched Generals Stafford and Merriman to the North " to make
war, and to subdue the Irish under MacDonnell, O'Neill, and O'Donnell

;

and not succeeding to his satisfaction, he had recourse to stratagem and

intrigue, by which young O'Neill and O'Donnell were kidnapped, brought

to Dublin, and imprisoned in the castle, with several other Irishmen

who were there before them, amongst whom was Phelim O'Toole of

Powerscourt."

From this we perceive that Plielim O'Toole had again got into trouble.

The "keeping of the peace well" by him, as reported by Malbie to

Leicester, a few years previously, did not harmonize with the felonious

intentions of the English adventurers, who, following the old tactics, again

exasperated him to make reprisals for their outrages. Arrest and im-

prisonment followed, and his paying the penalty of death was prevented

only, by the fact of his being able to produce documentary evidence (" by

his book ''), that he had paid a large sum of money to the castle authori-

23
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ties, on the occasion of a i"irovious imprisonment, in'lomnifying him from
death, and securing his release and liberty. The only wonder is, how it was
that ther deviated so much from their usual course of dishonour and faith-

breaking as to pay any attention to even the most solemn compact. How-
ever, the fact is historical, as the following extract from the State Papers

Avill show :

—

"Amongst those committed to the castle tower by the lord deputy

were Cahir Mac Hugh O'Bynie and Phelim O'Toole. The latter was con-

demned to death, bur was saved by his book."

Before entering into the particulars of the base kidnapping of O'Keill

and O'Donuell. by which act Lord Justice Perrot carried off the palm

from all his predecessors, for cowardly meanness and dastardly outrage, we
may interest the reader by giving him the names of the noble game which

the lord deputj' had bagged, by the predatory excursions of his generals

through the provinces.

Perrot, on his resigning the lord deputyship and leaving the country,

gives us a list of those incarcerated in the prisons of Dublin Castle, as

found among the State Papers of the period, and bearing his own signature.

" December, 1586.^—A note of prisoners in the Castle of Dublin, viz. :

—

" Maurice FitzWalter, committed by the lord deputy.

"Philip O'Eeilly, committed by the lord deputy.

"Henry O'iS'cill, and his brother, Art, by the lord deputy.

" Three pledges committed by the lord deputy.

" Ednioud MacMahon, for his father.

" Captain Tcrney, committed by the lord deputy.

"Torley Boy MacDonncll, committed by the lord deputy.

" Cahir MacHugh O'Bp-nc, committed by the lord deputy.

" Phelim O'Toole, condemned to death, but saved by his book, com-

mitted by the lord deputy.

" Connor O'Eeilly, pledge for Malmurrough O'Eeilly, committed by

the lord deput}-.

"Turlogh Baselagh's two pledges, committed by lord deputy.

"— O'Cohan's pledges, committed by lord deputy.
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" ]Murt]ia jNIcBrian, Bishop of Emly, for usurpation from Eonu'. coin-

mittod by Miles McGrath (renegade), Archbishop of Cashel.

" Sir John AValsh, priest, committed by the Lord Archbishop of

Armagh.
" Sir Patrick Hoyer, priest, committed by Sir Henry Wallop and

Geoffrey Fentou.

" Sir Baruaby, priest, cn:nmitted by Chancellor Archbishop Loftns.''

••Endorsed—PrrKOT."

This Avas a nice covey of game birds for the next battue. Thirty-one

of the chief Celtic nobilities as pledges for the peace of the several

countries. Amongst them -were Hugh O'Toole, and Kedagh, of the same
name.

Plielim O'Toole having, as ^ye have seen, thus narrowly escaped with

his life from the dungeons of Dublin, and being permitted to exchange

the fetid atmosphere of the Castle cells, with the Avorst of which he was
too familiar, for the free, bracing air of his native hills, resolved to be ou

his guard, and to be very circumspect in future under attainder.

He knew he was no longer able to cope with the English on the

battlefield ; he also know the anxiety of his enemies, e.speciullj^ 3Iarshal

"Wingfield, to have him make himself amenable to attainder, Avhereby they

might possess themselves of his forfeited estates. little wonder, then,

that Phelim became reserved, and to the ordinary observer presented the

semblance of a gloomy, taciturn disposition. As we saw earlier, he is

accused of having a " glymm silent look, Avhich by use he halh framed to

the conformity of his wicked disposition.'' Emanating from the source it

did, Ave knoAV what value to place on this description, and consider it more

an encomium than anything else. Phelim, though uoav acquiring that

caution which was essential to the preservation of his life and lands, and

Avhich was so misconstrued in his subsequent action to young 0-I)ouncll,

had failed to learn of his enemies the duplicity of Avearing a smile on his

face when his soul Avas seared by the remembrance of his many bitter

Avrongs, and Avhcn his right hand would rather have in its grasp the
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bright sword of vengeance than be clasped in the Judas Iscariot friendship

of his hated foes.

30th May, 15SG.— Wallop to Burghley.— '• In Leinster, also, all is

quiete, and Feagh Mac Hugh O'Byrne, who, since the breaking out of his

son, who was pledge, and with him the pledges of IJlster, stood very doubtful

and upon his guard, came in hither twenty days past, upon my word, and

the lord deputy hath now pardoned him. He promises also to be a new

man. Of him I think as of the rest, that he waiteth but for the opportunity

to do what mischief he shall be able. If he might be cleanly cut off

it were a happy thing. There is not so bad a one to raise up in his place,

so as by that means that captaincy might be extinguished.

—

See Cal.

State Papers, Yol. CXXIT., R. I. A.

Another evidence this of the charitable intentions of the Castle

authorities towards the Irish chieftains.

This brings us to that painful event in Irish history—the base decep-

tion and decoying of young Hugh O'DonneU and other Irish chiefs. The

history is so well known that we would not introduce it here ; but inasmuch

asPhelim O'Toole's name and character have been maligned in connection

with it, we shall endeavour to put forth the facts concerning it in their

true light.

The circumstance is mentioned by Cox, also by Mac Geoghegan, as

follows

:

"The lord deputy sent a merchant vessel under the command of a

person named John Bingham, who had on board fifty armed men, and a

cargo of wine and other merchandize. Having sailed to the coast of

Donegal, as above-mentioned in the text, they cast anchor in Lough Swilly,

near to Rathmullen, where O'Kcill and O'Donnell were performing their

devotions at the shrine of our Blessed Lady of Mount Carmcl during

one of her great feasts. Having decoyed on board young Hugh O'Donncil

and some of the other chiefs, they treacherously made prisoners of tliem,

and carried them off to Dublin."

After being incarcerated for more than three years, O'Donnell made

his escape in the following way, according to the " Four Masters :"
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'• lEugli O'Douuell, having been incarcerated in Dublin Castle for

three years and three months, was greatly grieved in mind at being in

cruel captivity after tliat manner, and it was not on his own account, but

on account of the dire bondage in which his country, his native land, his

friends, and his relatives were jilaced in every quarter throughout Ireland.

He was also meditating in Lis own mind the means of escape he could find;

but that was not an easy matter for him, for ho was put every night into

a gloomy cell in the castle to be secured until the following morning.

That castle was so situated that it was completely surrounded by a

broad and very deep trench, full of water, over which was a narrow

bridge, directly before the door of the fortress, and a stern party of the

English inside and outside the door, strictly guarding it, so that none

could go in or come out without permission.

"But, however, there is no guarding that an advantage may not be

ultimately obtained of it. Hugh, with a number of companions, were, in

the end of winter, precisely in the beginning of the night, together, before

they had been put into the strong cells in Avhich they were every night.

They took with them a very long rope to the window^M'hich was accessible

to them, by \\hich the fugitives descended until they alighted on the bridge

Avhich was before the door of the fortress. There was a thick iron chain

attached to this door for persons to pull it out to them in shutting it, and

they thrust a strong piece of wood, as thick as filled the hands, thi-ough the

chain, to prevent them from coming out of the fortress to pursue them
suddenly. There was a young man of Hugh's faithful people in waiting

for their escape, who met them when they came out, and had two well-

tempered swords under his garment, which he delivered into the hands of

Hugh, who gave cue of these swords to a brave warrior of the Lagenians,

Art Ivavauagh, who was near, and he was experienced in battle and a

subducr in conflict.

" As to the guards they did not at the time notice the escape ; but

when they did discover it, they immediately rushed, as fast as they

possibly could, to the door of the castle, for they hoped to encounter

them in conflict. After they had come to the door of the castle, they
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foiiud it impossiLle to open ir. so that they began to call to tlie pcoplo

Avho lived in the houses opposite the door ou the other side of ihe street
;

and when those came at that call, they took out the piece of wood which
was in the chain and let open the door to the people of the castle, Avho,

along with a great party of the citizens, went in pursuit of those who
had escaped from the castle. But that was of no avail to them, for they
had been outside the walls of the town before tliey were missed, as the

gates of the regal city were open to them at the time, and they had arrived

at the foot of the mountain which lay before them, viz., the Slieve Eoe
(the red mountain), ou the borders of Dublin and AVicklow. Fear did

not permit them to proceed on the common road, and they did not stop in

their coiu'sc until they crossed the afore-meutioued Slieve lloe, after a

fatiguing journey and flight.

"As they were M-caried and tired, they proceeded to a thick seques-

tered wood which lay before them, in which tiiey remained till morning,

when they prepared to depart, for they did not think it safe to stop in the

wood, as they were in dread of being pursued ; but, however, Hugh was
uot able to proceed with his companions; for his fair and tender feet were
torn by the furze of the mountain, as his shoes hud fallen off after they

were completely ripped by wet, which they did not receive till then. It

was great giief to his companions that they could not bring him further

with them, and they bade him farewell, and gave their blessing to

him.

' He sent his servant to a certain gentleman of the elans of the

province of Leiuster, who lived in a castle in the neighbourhood, to try if

ho could defend or protect him ; his name Avas Plielim O'Toole. and he was
a friend of Hugh previous to that, as he thought, for he had gone to visit

him onetime in the prison in which he was in Dublin, and they resjjce-

tively confirmed their friendship A\-ith eai'li othe)-.

" Tlie messenger proceeded to Phfliui's ]ilaee. and related to him the

cause oi his coming, and he received him in a friendly way, and promised
he -would do c\-ery good in his power for llugli ; but his friends, hoM-e\-er,
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and his relatives did not recommend him to conceal him, being in dread of

the punishment of the English.

It was discovered by those who had gone in pursuit of Iliigh (from

the Castle of Dublin), that he was in the woods, and those pursuers having

heard that, went in pursuit of him with their troops.

"As Plielim and his friends were sure that he would be found, the

resolution that he and his kinsmsa came to was (to make a virtue of

necessity), that they themselves should take him prisoner, and bring him

back to the council in the city, which they accordingly did ; and wheu they

came to Dublin, the council were rejoiced at their comipg to them ; and

they considered it of little avail or consequence that the other hostages

and prisoners had escaped them."

So far for the "Four ^Masters' " account. A. ^I. Sullivan, in his "Story

of Ireland,'' describes the capture, escape, re-capture, and re-escape of

Hugh O'Donnell and his companions, in glowing terms and deep pathos.

After having described his wonderful escape from Dublin Castle, and his

j oumey across the Red Mountain, he says :

" At length they cross the Three Rock ^Mountain, and look down on

Glencree. But, alas I young Hugh sinks down exhausted. Three years

iu a dungeon have cramped his limbs, and he is no longer the Hugh that

he was, the Ilugh that bounded like a deer on the slopes of Glenveigh.

Ilis feet are torn and bleeding from sharp rock and piercing bramble ; his

strength is gone ; he can no longer fly. lie exhorts his companions to

speed onwards and save themselves, while he secretes himself in the

wood and awaits succour, if they can send it. Eeluctautly, and only

yielding to his urgent entreaties, they deitartcd. A faithful servant, we

are told, who had been iu the secret of Hugh's escape, still remaiutid with

him, and repaired for succour to the house of Phelim O'Toolc, the beautiful

site of which is now called Powerscourt. I'helim was known to be a friend

of Hugh, though he dare not openly declare it. He was tou close to the

seat of English poM-er, and was obliged to keep on terms with tlie Pale

authorities. But now the flight of the prisoners had created gi'cat excite-

ment in Dublin, and numerous bands were despatched in pursuit of them.
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It was next to impossible, certainly full of danger, for the friendly O'Toolo.

with the English scouring parties sjircad all over hill and vale, to bring

exhausted and helpless Hugh in from his hiding-place, where, neverthe-

less, he must perish, if not quickly reached.

" Sorrowfully and reluctantly Phelim was forced to conclude that all

hope for young Hugh's escape this time must he abandoned, and that the

best course was to pretend to discover him in the copse, and to make a

merit of giving him up to his pursuers, who brought him back to Dublin

Castle, loaded him with very hcaAy iron fetters, and flung him into a

stronger and narrower dungeon, to spend another year cursing the day

that Korman foot had touched the Irish shore.

"There he lay until Ckristmas Day (2oth December), 1592, ' when,'

says the old chi-onicle, ' it seemed to the Son of the Virgin, time for him
to escape'

"Henry and Art O'Xeill. fellow-prisoners, were on this occasion, com-

panions of Hugh's flight. In fact, Lord Deputy Fitzwilliam, a needy and

corrupt creature, had taken a bribe from Hugh O'Neill, to afford ojipor-

tunity to escape. Hugh of Dungaunon, had designs of his own in de-

siring the freedom of all thi-ee, for events, to be noled further on, had

been occurring, and ah-eady he, like a skilful statesman, was prepariug

for futin-e contingencies.

" He knew that the liberation of Eed Hugh would give him an ally

worth half Ireland, and he kneAv the rescuing of the two O'Neills Avould

leave the government without a " Queen's O'Xcill " to set up against him
at a future day."

The " Four Masters " describe the second escape as follows :

" Eed Hugh, the son of Hugh, son of Manus O'Donncll, remained in

imprisonment and in chains in Dublin, after his former escape, till the

winter of this year (1592). He and his fellow-prisoners, Henry and Art,

the sons of O'Xcill [i.e., of John), having been together in the early part

of the night, got an opportunity of the guards before they had been

brought to the dining-room, and having taken off their fetters, they after-

wards went to the privy, having with them a very long rope, by which the
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fugitives descended through the privy until they renclied the deep trench

which surrounded the castle. They afterwards gained the 0]ii)Osite side

and mounted tlie side of the trench. There Avas a trustj" servant, who
was in the habit of visiting them, to whom they disclosed their intention,

and he mrt them at that time to direct them ; they then proceeded through

the streets of the city indiscriminately Avith others, and no one took notice

of them more than any other persons, for the people of the town did not

stop to make acquaintance with them, and the gates of the city were open.

They afterwards passed thi-ough very difficult and intricate places until

they an-ived on the open plain of Slieve Koe (tlie Red Mountain), now
called Feather-Bed Mountain), on the borders of Dublin and Wicklow, by

which Hugh in his fii'st escape had passed.

'• The darkness of the night and the swiftness of their flight through

the dread of being pursued, separated the oldest of them, viz., Henry
O'lTeill, from the others. Hugh was the youngest of them in age, although

he was not so in noble deeds. They were much grieved at Henry's sepa-

ration from them, but, however, they continued their progress, led on by

their own man. The night was di'ojiping snow, so that it was not easy

for them to Avulk, for they Avere without clothes or outside coats, having

left their upper garments in the priA-y through which they liad come.

Art O'Xeill became still more exhausted by the hasty journey than Hugh
O'Dounell, for it AA-as a long time since he had been incarcerated, and he

became very corpulent from the length of his residence in prison. It was

not so with Hugh ; he did not exceed the age of boyhood, neither did

he cease in groAvth or become corpulent, and his pace and progress were

more quick and active.

'• AVhen he perceived that Art became exhausted, and that his pace

was sloAV and tardy, he requested him to put one liaud on his shoulder and

the other hand on the shoulder of his servant, and they proceeded in that

manner until they crossed the Ited [Mountain, after AA'hich they Avere fatigued

and wearied, and they could not bring Art further Avitli them ; and Avhcn

they could not cnnvey him AA-ith them, they stopped there, and sought

shelter under the protection of a high projecting rock which stood before
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them. Having remained there, they sent the servant with word to Glen-

malure (in Wicklow), where dwelt Fiacha Mac Hugh O'lirrne, who was

then at war with the English. That glen was an impregnable stronghold,

and a great number of the prisoners of Dublin, when they made their

escape, were in the habit of proceeding to that glen, for they considered

themselves secure there until they returned to their countries. "When the

servant arrived at the place of Fiacha, he related to him his message and

the condition he left the persons in who had fled from the city, and that

they would not be overtaken alive unless they came to relieve them at

once.

" Fiacha immediately commanded a number of his friends whom he

could rely on to go to them, one man bearing food, another ale and mead.

They accordingly proceeded, and arrived at the place where the men were;

but, alas! unhajipy and uncomfortable did they find them on amval, for

the manner in which they were was that theii- bodies were covered, as it

were, in beds of white hailstone, like blankets, which were frozen about

them, and congealed theii- own light dresses and thin shii'ts of fine linen

to their skins, and their moistened shoes and leather coverings to their-

legs and feet, so that they appeared to the people who came as if they

were not actually human beings, being completely covered with snow, for

they found no life in theii" members, but they were as if dead. They

took them up from where they lay, and requested them to take some food

and ale ; but they were not able to do so, for every drink they took they

cast it up immediately, so that Art at length died, and was biu-ied in that

place.

"As to Hugh, he afterwards took some of the mead, and his faculties

were restored after drinking it, except the use of the feet alone, for they

became dead members, without feeling, having become swelled and

blistered by the frost and snow. The men then carried him to the glen

which we have mentioned, and ho remained in a private house in the

hidden recesses of the wood, under cure, until a messenger came privately

to enquire after him from his brother-in-law, the Earl O'Neill.

"After the messenger had come to him, he proposed to depart, and



A.D. 1592. J
AND OTHER LEIXSTEK SEPTS. 34 i

it Avas difficult for liim to go on that jourucy, for his feet could uot Le

cured, so that auothcr person should raise him on his liorse and take lain

between his two hands again when alighting.

"Fiacha sent a large troop of horse with liiin hy night nutil he should

cross the Eivcr LifEey, to defend him against the guards who were looking

out for him; for the English of DuLlin received intelligence that Hugh was

iu Glenmalure, so that U was therefore they placed guards and sentinels

at the shallow fords of the Eiver Lifiey to prevent Hugh aud the prisoners

who had fled along with him from crossing thence into province of Ulster.

The men who were Avith Hugh were obliged to cross a difficult deep ford

on the Piiver LifEey, near the city of Dublin, which they passed unnoticed

by the English until they arrived on the plain of the fortress.

"He was accompanied by the persons who on a former occasion had

to forsake him after his first escape, namely, Phelim O'Toole aud his

brother, in conjunction with the others who were escorting him to that

place, and they ratified their good faith aud friendship with each other.

After bidding him farewell, and giving him their blessing, they then

parted with him, and Hugh proceeded homewiu'ds.'"

AVe have here entered fully into tliat portion of the capture aud

escape of Eed Hugh O'Donnell with which Phelim O'Toole of Powerscourt

was connected, in order to show the reader the true reason for the part he

played, and to contradict the assertions of one or two writers who seem

inciiued to Avrite hardly and unkindly of him on account of the manner in

Avhich he acted towards Hugh on the occasion of his first escape.

The Four :\Iasters excuse him from all blame, aud so do the other

H-ish historians who treat of the matter, with tlie cxceptiou of one or two

of the least authentic and insignificant, aud, if further proof were ueces-

j-ary. we think the croA\-uiug oue, and one that places the matter beyoud

tlie limits of controversy, is the fact of U'Donnell himself being su tho-

roughly ccmvinced that Phelim acted for the best, as we see that Phelim aud

his 'friends were of those whose good swords were drawu to guard him on

Ihat sih'ut midniglit passage of the Liffey. Tliere again tliey "ratified

thei)' irnod lailh,-' aud renewed their resoluliou of united action against
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their common foe. Thore tliey pledged thcmselve.s that, wlien the time

offered, a blow should be struck to redress thi.se grievances, and to avenge

those bitter, degrading insults, to -which they had been so painfully sub-

jected, and to aid each other in that coming struggle for the freedom of

their beloved country, and to defy the full strength of England's power,

even to the bitter end -resolutions that were well adhered to in tlie sequel.

Ivor was it probable that if Phelim had occasion to feel any conscien-

tious twitchings for the part he acted towards Hugh, would he now come

voluntarily forward to form part of the escort ; nor wis O'Donaell the

youth to dissemble, had he any reason to believe that Phelim's action

towards him smacked aught of treachery—quite the contrary ; and hence,

we find that Phelim's was one of the last of those sturdy right hands which

grasped his in silent friendship, and their suppressed voices mingled in

mutual prayers and blessings, as they parted on that wintry night on the

banks of the Liffey.

The present may be deemed an oj^portune time for us to refer to

another false insinuation tbat has sometimes been put forward in the sliape

of foul inuendoes, and treacherous aspersions, by potty scribblers and

lying novelists, against Phelim, in connection with the tragic death of the

gallant Fcagh MacHiigh O'Byrne, wbich are so untrue, so totally devoid

of the slightest foundation, as to need no further combating than a know-

ledge of the history of the period affords.

Phelim and Feagh were always on the best of terms with each other,

being near relatives botli by consanguinity and affinity. Feagli's mother

was Phelim's first cousin, and he was married to Phelim's second cousin, as

his first wife, and to Phelim's own sister, Eose, as his second wife, and

Phelim's wife was Feagh MacHugh's sister; so the relationship between

them could hardly have been closer. Besides, we know from the State

Papers, and the history of their day, that Fcagh Mac Uugb and Pliclim

O'Toole always fought against the English, hand-iu-hand and shoulder

to shoulder. Again, if Phelim had in any way aided the English in the

capture of O'Byrne, he would hardly be so continually harrassed by them

himself, after that event took place ; they would certainly have rewarded
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liim better than hunting him to such a tragic end himself, as we shall see

he met witli at their hands further on.

"Jul}' 31st, 15SS.—Lord Deput}- Fitzwilliain to Burgley.
" j\LiY IT PLEASE YOEK LoitDsHip—To understaud tliat on the 22nd

July, Feagh MacHugh O'Byi-ne came in, of whom I projiose to take sucli

pledges and assurance, both for his better government, the quiet of her

Majesty's good subjects, and recompense of their harms as I trust, albeit,

I dare promise no assurance of him, the good subjects shall live the

quieter."

" Lord Deputy to Perrot

:

" Instead of Feagh MacHugh O'Byrne's son, whose head I hope to

have ere long, I have his brother (found in Ai't's company), and had

before a younger son of his. So that I have now two for one.''

Here we see the blood-thirsty gloating of this English nobleman (?)

;

a nice specimen of Elizabeth's representative.

Fitzwilliam held the deputyship since his last appointment six

years, during which time he amassed a large fortune by bribes and cruel

extortions. Being recalled, he was succeeded by Sir Wm. Eussell,

youngest son of the Earl of Bedford, who was sworn in in Christ Church

towards the close of August, 1594. Eussell came to Ireland accompanied

by a very brilliant retinue, among the most distinguished of whom Avas

Eichard "Wingfield, a scion of that ancient house which had given a priest

to the Catholic Church in 1480, and an ambassador to the court of Leo X.

in the days of Cardinal AYolsey,

The queen's instructions to her new deputy charged him to have

special care to retain those whom she called her Irish subjects in their

duty to God, according to the religion established there by law, and to

restrain others adhering to the Pope. Eussell was commanded to confer

with Fitzwilliam before the latter left Ireland, and to learn of him how
the island might be reduced to "civility'' and religions conformity, with

the least possible charge to her Majesty's exchequer. In consequence of

this, Fitzwilliam drew up for his successor a brief account of the state of

the realm as it then stood in the several provinces, from which we collect
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that the country of the OTooles and the O'Byrnes was regarded as a

region far from being conquered.

"In Leiuster,'' says the summary. "-Feagh MacHugli O'Byrne dotli

still give i^roof of his former bad intentions by standing aloof and refusing

to come into the State ; by adhering to TValter Ecagh [i.e., Walter Fitz-

gerald, surnanied 'The Brown-haired'), his son-in-law, with whom he

doth take part, and between whom both they do receive into this country

loose and bad men from all parts of the realm ; by making extraordinary

provision of victuals, mustering the forces of his counti-y, making prep.ira-

tions of arms and weapons, and as it lialh been advertised, they both en-

tertain intelligence with the rebels in the north (O'Donnell and O'Neill).

" Therefore we think ihat the said Feagh and "Walter Eeagh are

traitorously bent, and, when opportunity shall serve, will not fail to shew

themselves."

This was a very correct forecasting of the intentions of Feagli and

Walter, but the lord deputy thought he would be beforehand with

them.

LORD DERUTY's DI.-i.RY.

Eussell being a bookish man, kept a diary, in which his secretary

noted down cun-ent events, with the day and date of his movements hither

and thither through the country, commencing in June, 1594, and ending

May 27th. 1597. This niost valuable document, handed doAvn to us amongst

the State papers (Carew collection), enables us to follow him, step by step,

as it were, in his various progre.-ses through the O'Tooles and O'Byrnes'

country, till he encompassed the great chief of Glenmalureand Clan-Ean-

nelagh', Feagh Mac Ilugh O'Byrne.

Under date, Dublin, Kovember 3rd, 1594, he M-rites :
—"Little d(me

save some letters yTitten to Feagh Mac Ilugh for some truce upon his

desire of going or sending into England."'

Feagh, however, did not go to England, for we find that, further on,

IGth January, 1595, the diary states in the following quaiut terms :

IGth January. 1595.— " My lord took a huntingjourney to Ballinacor
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(in Glenmalure), and drove Feagli Mae Hugh out of his house into the

glen, and placed a garrison there of Captain Street's compan_y.

Kext day, Feagh, his wife (Ivosa O'Toole), Walter Eeagli, and

followers were declared and proclaimed traitors ; and this done he

(Hussell) proceeded to his castle, where he rested, with Sir H. Ilarriiigton,

till the 18th, when he returned to Dublin.

19th January.— " Street sent into Dublin five of the traitors' heads,

and seven days afterwards Phclim O'Toole was presented by the

sheriff of the county of Dublin to the constable of the castle prison,

where he was joined by Feagh's partner or chief warder.''

Another version of this transaction, found also in the State papers, is

as follows

:

159-5.—The Chief Justiciary of Ireland, Sir William Eussell, marched

to Baill-na-Cuire (now Ballinacor), in Glenmalure, in the Barony of Sonth

Bnllinacor, and county of Wicklow, in the month of January, against

Feagh Mac Hugh O'Byme. at the instance of Feagh's neighbours and

acquaintances.

" Upon their arrival in the neighbourhood of the castle, but before h'^

had passed the gate of the rampart that sun-ounded it, the sound of a drum

was heard accidentally, made by the soldiers who were going to the castle.

Feagh, with his people, took the alarm, and he rose up suddenly and sent

a party of people, men, women, and boys, out through the postern door

of the castle, and he himself followed them, and convoyed them all in safety

to the wilds and recesses, where he considered them secure.

" While Feagh was thus avoiding his enemies, Walter Eeagh, the son

of Gerald, son of Thomas, one of the Geraldines of Ivildare, came to join

him. This Walter Beagh was married to Feagh Mac Hugh's daughter.''

"The Lord Justice remained for ten days at Ballinacor, after it

had been deserted by Feagh, and having loft one or two companies of

soldiers to defend it, he himself returned to Dublin."

This, indeed, was a pretty " bunting journey '' for a lord deputy,

and narrow was the escape that Feagh and his family had, from the human
hounds upon their track. I\ o doubt Feagh had good reason for acting so
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contrary to the natural dictates of the Irish nobleman, in not opening his

liospitablo door to tlic vice-roval liunting part}-. lie well knew their errand,

and at the sacrifice of "etiquette,'' lie i^referred saying " not at home,'' in

a very expressive manner, choosing the shelter of his own wild wood tu the

attentions the lord deputy would have paid him in Dublin Castle, the

nature of which attention is pretty clearly indicated by the publication of

his outlawry, with that of his wife and son-in-law the day after his

escape.''

January 21st, 1595.— "Captain Chicester sent to Ballinacor with

powder and shot.''

January 22nd, 1595.—More provisions sent from Dublin by water

to Arklow for the gan-ison at Ballinacor."

January 24th, 1595.—Captain Chichester returned and brought in

Feagh's brother, who came in voluntarily and submitted himself. This

night in the watch within the city, a spy was taken which came in from

Feagh Mac Hugh, who was at the ca.stle on the same day Feagh's porter

was taken."

January 2oth.—"The spy which was committed and examined."

January 26th.—"Phelim OToulc's son was taken by the sheriff of

Dublin county and committed to the castle.''

January 27th.—" Hugh Duff came in certifying to my lord that he

had taken certain traitors' heads."

January 30th, 1595.—This night, Gerald Fitzgerald, 'Walter Reagh's

brother, with eighty of the O'Tooles and O'Byrnes all commanded by

Feagh in person, swooped down on Crumlin, gave the suburbs to the

flames, and carried off the leaden roof of the church there" (to run into

bullets at Glenmalure).

"The light of the conflagration was visible in the city, and my lord

went out into Thomas Street, and caused the gate to be opened, and sent

horsemen to overtake the mountaineers, but they did not.''

AVe may here insert a fuller though slightly different version of this

event, taken from another vulume of tl'.e State Paper.-.

" Fifteen days after the return of the lord di-puty, AValter Ecagh and
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some of the sons of Feajjh Mac Hiigli O'Byrne, set out upon a nocturnal

excursion (in sleeping time), to Cr.iiiighlinn {ic, the crocked glen or valley,

now called Crumlin), near Dolpliiu's Barn. Dublin, and about two miles

from the James's gate of the city. Thoj- burned and totally plundered the

to'UT), and took away as much as thej'were able to carry of the leaden roof

of the church of the town, and though the blaze and flames of the burning

town were plainly seen in the streets of Dublin, Walter escaped without

wound or bloodshed.''

January 31st, 1595.—"The next day there was a privy council, and
my lords determined to make another excaraion, with a strong furce. to

Ballinacor.''

February 1st, 1595.—'-'My lords journey to Ballinacor, being ac-

companied by Sir George Bourchier, Sir Geoffrey Fenton, Sir Henry
Harrington, lieutenants ; Sir Ealph Lane, Sir William Clarke, knights,

with many other gentlemen ; Captain Chichester, Sergeant-Major

McBewan Marshal, corporals; Field- Captain Price, Captain iZellie, Mr.

North, Mr. Buston, to New Castle, Sii- Henry Harrington's."

February 2nd.—"Divers of Feagh's followers received into protec-

tion."

February .-rd.
—

" Encamped at KiLnamauagh."

February 4th.—" Encamped near Ballinacor. A message from Feagh
MacHugh and Walter Eeagh, desiring to parley with Sir Henry Har-

rington."

February Gth.—•" My lord began the fortifications at Ballinacor, and

licensed Harrington to parley with Feagh Mac Hugh, after throwing up

earth-works. Harrington met Feagh with horse and foot, between two

hills, two miles from the camp, but nothing came of the parley, for the

deputy continued fortifying Ballinacor from the Clh to the li2ud

February Gth, 1595.—" Captain Street and Willis sent forth on ser-

vice, viz., to rob, plunder, and slay the flocks and herds of Feagh, and

bring in the heads of as many of his followers as they can catch.

February 7th, 1595.—"Street and Willis's companies returned,

bringing a girl who had warned six kerne by her cry. The foragers took a

21
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prisoner in a house where they found a bag of bullets newly molten for

the enemy. He was executed.

February 8th, 159-j.—" ]\Iy lord marclied five miles through the

gliunes -with Street and Willis's companies.

February 9th, 1595.—"The camp continued near Ballinacor. Mr.

"^Tieeler iireached (not, of course, on justice and humanity, for that -would

offend my lord).

Same date.—"My lord was certified that Gerald Fitzgerald, T^'aller

licagh's brother, was taken prisoner, and Dermot Mae Morris Kavanagh.
February 10th, 1.595.- " The Eiirl of Ormond came to the uamp.

February 11th, 1595.— " Street and Willys's companies brought in

a follower of Walter Eeagh. Victuals sent for to Dublin.''

February 13th, 1595.—"My lord went to see a pass cut near the

camp, and the prisoners executed. The foragers brought m the head of a

follower of Feagh Mac Hugh.
" Certain soldiers, being belated, took a house and barn to defend

themselves, but the enemies fii-ed the house, and killed three of our sol-

diers and two boj's.

" The Serjeant-Major met some of Ormond's company, and not know-
ing one another, they sldi-mished, but with little harm."

"We may here remark, in passing, with reference to Ormond, that,

" like father, like son," becomes in now, when he thinks Feagh Mac
Uugli is at his weakest, to aid the English in striking the last blow, in

order to completely annihilate him. Just so did his father act a half cen-

tury before, when he sent his troops to aid the then lord deputy, St. Leger,

when he was at war with that gallant chieftain Turlough O'Toole of

Powerscourt, in 1512. Whilst tlie lord deputy came iu by the east side

of the mountains, Ormond, with his contingent, came in by the south-

Avcst, in order to Lem them in on both sides, and thus defeat them so com-

pletely as to bring them to terms and under subjection.

February 17th, 1595.— "My lord rode up to Drumket, the jiass

being cut as his lordship passed, the strength of the place being reported

very great, but my lord thought otherwise.
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rfbmarv IStli, 1")05.— '>' ^ly lord rode to Kileoleman to see tho pass

(iinw failed Deputy's Tass), aud was met by Lord Ornioud.''

February 2Ist, IfOu — " Xoavs from "Willis and Street that they

had driven "Waltei- Eeagh from his house at J3alliuahorua, aud that Gerald
Eeagh's brother, Danitd Piearton, one of the ehiefs, shot, and another was
slain, their heads being brought in. Some of OrmonPs company assisted

them. Orinond dined Avith my lord, after which they rode to Balliuacor to

view the fort.''

February 2ord—" Sunday. Mr. '^"heeler preaclied. The camp
broke up and marched towards Dublin as far as Xcwtown" (Muunt-
kennedy).

February 24th—"The camp broke up. Mv lord marched to

Dublin."

Thus ended the second raid on Ballinacor, and thus did Feagh Mac-
Hugh O'Byrue sturdily maintain himself against the combined forces of

the truculent Russell and the obsequious Ormond, their united forces

being unable to rout him and his faithful allies, the O'Tooles.

Safely lodged in the Castle, "My Lord" reopens his diary and makes
notes of the following incidents :

February 28th, loO-j.

—

"Tavo drunkards this night falling out Avithin

the city subui'bs of Dublin, raised a cry. Presently at redness with
armour and weapons."

March 5th, 1595.—"Ke-ws that Arklow "was burned. "Walter

Eeagh's father committed on suspicion of relieving his son."

April uth, ] 690.—"Two heads of Fcagh's followers brought in.

My lord and Sir Ilcury EarriDgton laid a i)lot for the taking of "Walter

Pteagh."

April 7th.—"Montague brought word of the taking of Walter Pcagh
in a cave by Sir Heni-y Ilarrington.

April '.Mh.
—""Walter Peagh is brought into the Castle.""

A]inl Dth.— ""Walter Peagh is examined before the lord deputy and
council, and sentenced 'to be hanged in chains.'"

Apiil 10th, L5'J-5.
—""Walter Peagh hanged in chains."
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From the same source that vrc obtained the account of "Walter's sortie

oa Crumlin, given earlier in these pages, -we get the foUowing descriptioa

of his capture

:

"Walter made an attack ou a neighbouring castle belonging to a

gentleman of his enemies ; but the gentleman was wary and vigilant in

readiness against any attack of his enemies, and Arhcn Walter and his

people attacked the castle, the gentleman came to a bold stand and fierce

combat with Walter, and they struck ahead at each other furiously and

inimically, and Walter was wounded in the log. His i)eople carried him

off to the nearest mountain, and they placed him under care in a subter-

ranean cave with the situation of which no other persons were acquainted.

"They left with him only one young physician of his own faithful

people, who was wont to go every second day to the nearest wood to gather

herbs.

"A conversation privately occurred between this man and a party of

Walter's enemies, and he having leagued with tliem, betrayed Walter,

and led a party to where he was, who bound him. Walter was afterwards

taken to Dublin, where he was hanged (in chains) and quartered."

For a fuller account of this transaction see O'SuUivan Beare, His.

Cath. Hibern. Comp. torn., 3 lib., 2 fol. 131, cap. 4.

In another account it is stated that, after having been driven out of

liis house at Ballyhoma, his thigh was fractured by the stroke of a hammer

in an encounter with some of Ormond's followers. He was then concealed

in a cave in some sequestered iilace, and consigned to the care of two at-

tendants, who delivered him to Sir Henry Harrington for a consideration,

and on the 10th April, 1595, he was, executed in the Castle courtyard,

which at that time must have looked like the residence of a Turkish

pasha.

11th April, 1595.— '''TLc day after Fitzgerald's execution, my lord,

accompanied by Sir Henry Harrington, Lord Howth, and a strong force,

set out for Sliillelagh, vhere he pitched his camp at Money on the ISth.

Here news reached him that one of his best lieutenants was slain in res-

cuing cows (that is, stealing them) at Ballinacor from the Irish enemy,
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and that reagb, -with his sous aud followers, had made an unsuccessful

attempt on the fort there."

April ICth, 1595.— "To Xewston, at Mr. Pierce Butler's castle."

April 17th, 1-jO'J.—"Word brought by Captain Mince that the

enemy had left the wood."

April 19th, 1595.— "T\'yllis writes to my lord: That he had the

day before the enemy in chase from Ballinacor through the glen, but that

night falling, could not overtake ihem, yet forced them to leave their

mantles, swords, and targets in the way behind."

AjDril 10th, 1595.— "Easter Sunday. Mr. Wheeler preached in the

camp, still at Money, and my lord knighted Sir Edward Munings."

April 21st, 1595.—"My lord rode abroad with his hunting stud.

Heads of Murrough O'Lyrne, Mulchonery, and Torney Eoe brought in.

Mr. Montgomery, Lieut. Graves, and Dennio Spannio sent abroad on ser-

vice several ways. Murrough McEdmond examined and committed to the

marshal."

April 22nd, 1595.—"My lord rode to Masterson's castle at Ferney,

where he spent the night."

April 23rd, 1595.—"My lord returned to the camp at Moneys. Mr.

Fitzgerald sent in three traitors' heads, whose names were Murtha O'Toole,

Morrow Boy O'Bime, and Edmond MacGarret."

April 24.th.
—" Mr. St. Lawrence and Hugh Duff sent on service wath.

Lord Howth's company. Mr. Montague and Lieut. Greemcs returned to

the camp. "

April 25th.—"Mr. James Butler brought in the heads of Tii-logh

MacCahir O'Toole, Sallis, Eichard Ballagh, Shaen McCasheene Farrill,

Towhill McKeogh, and Edmond Iveogho. Victuals came from Dublin.

My lord rode to view Walter's habitation."

But far more estimable than dead men's heads was the caj)ture

which Harrington made on the 2bth, when he brought to the camp Piosa

O'Toole, the wife of Fcagli MacIIugh, and her sister, who, being examined,

•were sent to prison to Dublin Castle. Next day the head of Feagh''s

piper was presented to the blood-collared Eussell.
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April 28tli, loD-j.
—"Mr. Mastcrsou brouglit in two prisoners and a

wuiiian. My lord roturued to the camp from Eaniscorthy. Letters from

Sir II. Harrington that (Kosa O'Toole) Feagli's wife and a sister of hers

were taken prisoniu-s. Tavo traitors' heads brouglit in."

April 29tli, 1095.—" Sir Iloury Harriug-ton brought in Fcagb's wife

and her sister, who Avere examined before the council. The two mon
M'hom Mastcrson brought in were executed.''

April 30th, 159-3.—"Sir Geoffrey Finton being unwell, took his

journey toward Dublin. Captain Mince brought in the head of Feagh's

piper. Captain Wyllis brought in two traitors' heads."

May 1st.
—"Captain Street brought in the head of Patrick MacShaan

Eribb."

May 2nd.—"My lord sui'veys the country."

May ?rd.— '' Captain Sireet sent out on service." (In other words, to

hunt for more human heads.)

May 4th.— " Mr. "Wheeler preached. Mr. St. Lawrence and Hugh
Duff returned, bringing in two prisoners."

May 5th.— " My lord Aveut a-huntiug."

May Gth.—"Letters frooi England. Fire in the camp; ten houses

burned. Ncavs of Sir John Xorris landing in Y7aterford."

May 7th.—"Captain Street returned, bringing in three prisoners."

May 8th.
—"The prisoners examined before my lord and the council."

May 9th.—" The camp marched from Money. My lord Avcnt

a-fishiug."

May 10th.—"Mr. "V\'heeler preached."

May 11th.

—

••Tiiis night, after the Avatch aams sot, by the uuise of a

tree falling, the cry AA'as raised throughout t!ic camp, and everything Avas

ready, expecting the alarum."

'May 12th.—"Letters from England by Mr. Cuffe."

May loth.—"The camp at Eossebaune broke up and companies ap-

pointed to the ])laees of garrison. My lord Avrote to Sir Henry Harrington

at Baltinglass, ^'hcre he lay at the abbey. Sir Henry Harrington took

tAVO of the O'Toolcs, brothers, Avho Avcre examined before the council, and
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condemned by martini law to be executed. Mr. Masterson brought in

Domiuic Keogh a prisoner."

May 14tb.—" My lord, after witnessing the execution of the brothers

O'Toolc," went to St. Oltan's (Mr. llleu's)."

May loth.—"My lord returned to Dublin."

We have not got the particidars of the trial and execution of these

OTodes, but we may presume that they were of the OTooles of Imayle,

about whom old people in the glen have an old traditionary story, now

nearly forgotten, of a dreadful massacre and bloody slaughter at Castle

Sallagh, in the glen, about this time.

The story is in this way : The O'Tooles were beaten out of Castle

Sallagh by the Sassenach, and driven into the mountains, and the castle

taken possession of by the English. All were driven out of it except an

old servant who was left. This servant came down one day to the river

side, which laves the castle wall, to fetch some water. Wbile here she

sang an old song in her own tongue, lamenting the departure of the

O'Tooles from the castle, and expressing the wish that they may soon re-

turn. Tlicre happened to be in the wood hard by one of the O'Tooles,*

and on hearing the friendly song of tlie woman, he came forth to the

opposite side of the river whore she was. On seeing him she recognised

him, at the same time communicating the fact that she was preparing a

grand supper for a great number of nobles who were to be there that

night.

Upon learning this, O'Toole determined to muster as many of his

followers as could be found in the vicinity, and to give the revellers a

Avarmer reception than they eouuted on. So they set upon them, and the

tradition has it that there was a fearful number of the English slain in the

glen that night.

These nobles must have been part of IhisscH's people on their wny to

Dublin, making a short route through Glcu Luayle, while the lord deputy

* Cahcr r.accada, tlic " Lame Lord,'' who -^as married to O'Neill's sister, to wbom lie

fled, but had just now returned to reconnoitre the situation of affairs.
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himself pursued tLc easier Tvay round b}' Baltiuglass. These two O'Tooles

wlio were executed in the presence of my lord were doubtless belonging

to the attacking party, and, falling into the hands of the English, were

made to pay the penalty by their deaths.

Such old traditionary stories are fast dying out among the peasantry

of Imayle as well as elsewhere, chiefly owing to the decadence of the

Celtic language, in which they were so beautifully and so poetically told.

Some of them are exceedingly well worth preserving ; tliis among them,

as it goes to prove the determined resistance ttill made by the Clan O'Toole

to the English invader. It shows that they, at least, wore determined to

fight to the last, and never give in while a man of the clan survived.

The wisdom of this course was doubted by many, with the result that

the O'Tooles and O'Byrnes, in their struggles for life, religion, aud

country, were abandoned by several of those who should have supported

them, and there were not wanting others, too, ready to betray them, under

the pretext of putting an end to these dreadful wars, as will be exempli-

fied in a short time painfully in the case of Feagh MacHugh, whose

resistance was considered imprudent by the McTeigc O'Byrnes.

Is it not lamentably true that there never yet was an Irish revolt or

struggle for freedom which did not produce two or more members of the

same sept or organization only too ready—too w^illing—to cut some kins-

man's or confederate's throat for the enemy's good ?

"Ever when a chieftain rallied,

Shunned him half his selfish peers
;

Ever when high truth Avas spoken,

Prudent traitors stopped theii- ears."

Lord Deputy BtusscU having arrived in Dublin, wc find, on again

recurring to his diary, that, on the 2Gth May, "Feagh's wife {Ro^e

O'Toole) was arraigned in Dublin Castle and found guilty of high treason,

and on the next day she was sentenced to be burned; but llussell stayed

execution, after putting her to the tortiu'C without the desired effect."
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Ko doubt, Eusscll had other views regarding the unhappj' Ti-ifo of

tliat gallant chicftaiD, Feagh MacHugh. He, judging hj his own craven

soul, could not for a moment believe that a weak, helpless woman, Avith

the fear of such a shocking, disgraceful death before her, could withstand

the temptation of saving her own life by revealing to them such informa-

tion as would lead to the capture of her husband. But Paisscll little knew

the woman he had to deal with. Scornfully did she reject the proffered

freedom at such a pi ice; sternly and defiantly did she dare them to do

their worst. In comparison with the disgrace and obloquy such a course

of conduct "would entail upon her own name and that of her clan, death in

its most hideous aspect had no terrors for her.

And just at this crisis Paissell had to give his attention to the doings

of O'jS'eill in the north; and, accordingly, we find that, on June ISth, he

led a strong army into the north, where he thought he would be able to

crush O'jS'eill and O'Donnell, then in arms. In this, however, the lord

deputy seriously deceived himself, for, after a very profitless march as far

as Armagh, he returned to Dahlia in the course of a month.

In the September following he set out on a simihir expedition; but

this time he got no further than Drogheda, -where, he tells us, he was en-

tertained by the mayor, and had the taking of one Pierce CuUen, a priest,

whom he sent to prison.

Meanwhile Feagh and his allies, the O'Toolos. gave ample employ-

ment to the forces under Street in the fort at Ballinacor; so much so, that

Sir Henry Harrington was empowered to treat with the Yricklow chief-

tains for "pardon and protection." Eussell, indeed, was only too anxious

to entertain the matter, for at this juncture, owing to the success of

O'jS'ciU's arms, " Ireland never .'-food in greater danger of being lost,

O'Xcill being able to march to Dublin gales, and no force to resist him,

either of the livinr/ or the dead. jS'cver was the Slate in so great a peril."

—Sir Pi. Lane's letter to Eurgley.

The negotiation for Fcagh's surrender was made by his foster-sihtcr,

and Sir Henry Harrington wi'ites that she was authorized by Feagh to

promise that he would deliver his eldest son, Tirlogh, to the deputy, to he
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hanged, draAvu, and quartered, i)rovided. his own life was spared. How-
ever, this was not the case, for O'SuUivan Bcare, in his "Historia

Catholica," gives the true version of the matter thus :
" Eosa being a

prisoner in Dubhn Castle, was artfully informed that her stepson, Tirlogh.

was about to betray his father to the lord deputy. She thereon contrived

to warn Peagh, who, believing what he was told, addressed Tirlogh after

this fashion : 'A father's feelings forbid luc to take your life ; but I will

deliver you to those to whom you meant lo betrav me. You shall thus

have opportunity to contrast a parent's pity with an enemy's humanity.'

Tii-logh," says O'Sullivan, " cleaved himself of the calumny, died true to

his faith, by abjuring which he might have saved himself, and was

bitterly lamented by his deluded father."

The above account of this transaction, base and unscrupulous as is

the event itself, when read in the light of subsequent history, is highly

credible, especially so to the present generation, who remember the very

mean and dishonom-able tactics to which the Castle authorities resorted to

bring home conviction in the late trials for the murder of the two secre-

taries in the Phoenix Park. How they went from one to another of the

prisoners, telling each that the other was ready and anxious to tell all, and

become queen's evidence, until they secured one to turn informer on the

rest, and thereby hanged his fellow-murderers. In this case they may
have deserved their fate, on accoimt of the horrible deed committed, yet it

Avas unworthy of men who lay claim to the attribute of honour to descend

to such low, vile practices.

We mention the matter here simply to show the reader that those

who receive substantial rewards for the jnirsuit of those base tactics have

no claim to make on tlic score of originality, because they have the ex-

ample set them, not alone in the case of poor llosa O'Toole, Avorked on

through the fears for her husband's life, Init in hundreds of others, going

back, aye, even to the day when the soil was first polluted by tlic foot of

the Norman robber, down through the blood-stained pages of our unfor-

tunate couutry'8 history.

As to Feagh's being received into pardon, the diary tells us that the
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pardon was grautcJ ou the Qtli jS'ovember, 159-3, and that, on the followiug

ddj, Piicliard Wiugfi»ld (ancestor of the present Lord Powerscoui't) was

knighted in Christ's Church bj" his uncle, who commended his services

against O'Xeill in an action in which his elbow was shattered by a bullet.

Kiae mouths after the events we have been relatmg, that is to say, on

the 10th A\!gust, 159C, Lieut. Greem, Avho was left in charge of the fort

at Ballinacor. Avi'ote to Eussell thnt Feagh had received letters from

O'Xeill, and that he himself "feared to be burned every night." Indeed

he had good reason to bo apprehensive, for the terms which the government

had made Avith Feagh were being shamefully violated, and the garrison in

that accursed fort were uight and day plunderuig and murdering Feagli's

foUoAvers.

Foiled in all his attempts to beat 0"2seill in the field, or to procure

his assassination (for which he engaged one Fleming, of the Catholic house

of Slane), Kusstdl now bethought him that he might make some character

for himself by "unkennelling the old fox of the mountains,'' as Feagh is

styled in the correspondence of the period.

He, therefore, on the Otli September, sent Lieut. Buston and some

squadrons of horse with ammunition for the fort at Bulliiiaeor. On reach-

ing the ford at liathdrum (hard by the spot where Messrs. Comerford's

now stands), the convoy was attacked by a detachment of Feagh's people,

who slew divers of the English, and compelled the survivors to save thcm-

seh^es and the ammunition by flighi--.

"Captain Tucker," says the deputy, "having sent some of his men
to meet the munition, Feagh, in their absence, assaulted the fort, took

Tucker prisoner, and razed the fort to the ground."

Ou hearing this, my lord sent Sergeant-Major (Chichester) Avith 200

foot and 40 horse to Ballinacor; but at Xc-\vcastle, hearing that the fort

was lost, they returned. Connected Avith the taking of the fort there is

an incident Avhich Ave may not omit, reflecting credit as it does on Feagh

MacIIugh. "The jjlace,'' says Chichester, "was surrendered after an ob-

stinate defence on promise of quarter, and Tucker being brought before
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Feagh, who laid liis hand upon his sword, but said he promised his life,

aud would keep his piomisc.

Poor, magnanimous chieftaiu I How naturally your hand must have

grasped your sword-hilt at the sight of the murderer of your people aud

the spoiler of your flocks and herds ! AMiat bitter remembrances were in

your heart to urge you to sheathe that same good sword in the black heart

of your would-be destroyer ! What a painful and bloody panorama of

murders, imprisonments, racks, and gibbets Avould have passed before the

mind's eye of the hunted chief—from the vile treatment of his tender wife

down through the barbarous deaths inflicted on his kinsmen and on his

allies—all pleading strong for revenge ; all crying out, as it were, for

blood for blood, even on one of their persecutors I But, no I His word was

pledged ; and though, had he sent Tucker to account for his misdeeds be-

fore his Creator, no one could deny that he had sufficient provocation to

warrant the deed, still, it affords us more pleasure to be able to record the

fact that he bravely put his natural feelings of vengeance behind him, and,

like a real old Celtic, noble-blooded chieftain, placed honour in the fore-

most rank.

When fortune will have frowned on Feagh, and, the tide of war being

turned, he may one day find himself in the position that Tucker now is,

will this self-denying deed of honour be remembered in his favour ? "We

shall see.

Again to the diary :

12th September, 1595.—"This night, being between 11 and 12

o'clock, some cows of Kilmainham, breaking out of a bawn, one of the

town raised a ciy, whereat my lord aud the household rose and armed

themselves, supposing some treachery."

On the 18th, Eussell lecovcred partly from his scare, aud began his

journey to Piathdrum. The aboA-c incident goes to show how uneasy

"my lord" felt, even surrounded as he was l;y his strong walls and

numerous army in the citadel of Dublin. Even then he did not consider

himself at all times perfectly secure from the avenging swords of the

O'Tooles and the O'Byrnes; aud if, as the jioet tells us, ''Conscience doth
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make cowards of us all,' good, very good, reasons had the lord deputy for

his uneasiness. "After halting at Oldcourt,* near Bray, M-here he was
joined by Edward Yorke, Wiugficld, and others, he reached New Rath

on the 19th. Kext day, he was at Ratlidown, where he begin to fortify

the chureli, intending to make it his head- quarters.

" In the A. Is", (afternoon) my lord rode towards tlie woods and pulled

down some houses for timber to fortify with, but the rebels lying close in

tlie wood, gaA-e us a A'oUey of shot. Captain ]\Ioutague and Garret par-

leyed with Feagh MacHugh."

We at this time find that the same Fleming who failed to assassinate

O'Xcill was now employed by Eussell to try his hand on Feagh. Worthy
associate for a worthy lord deputy of Ireland !

22nd September, 1595.—" Eussell caused Tucker's sergeants to be

executed near the camp for yielding the fort at Ballinacor, and on the

same day two soldiers were hanged for the same in Dublin.

24th September, 1595.—"About one of the clock in the morning,

my lord sent Lee with his companies to lodge as far beyond the enemy as

he could. ]\Iy lord rose by break of day, and, with 200 foot and 50 horse,

marched towards Ballinacor.

"Drawing near the fort, the rebels raised the cry, and made show on

the hill by Ballinacor, about 100 strong, besides 60 and upwards of their

best shots, and di'ew down to the ford to meet us at the bridge. Notwith-

standing they played upon us, our soldiers behaved tliemseh^es so well

that we drove tlie;:i from their stand and passed over the ford with small

loss and some hurt. My lord now sent Lee and Street another way into

the glen, and coming to a town of Feagh's named Farraneeran, they

burned it, and returning thence, the rebels skirmislied with them about

an hour, whilst my lord, with his horse, stood upon the mountain."

We cannot Avithold our admiration for the brave chivalry of the

* 01(1 Court, it -would nppear, wa? the place -n-lierc TVincrfiekl lived, just on the

borders of Powerscourt, the territorv of Phelim O'Toole, on whom 'Wingfield kept a sharp

eye, and for whose fair landb he had a secret longing, keeping ever ready for the chance to

pounce on them, as the hungry tiger on his prey.
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cliieftain, -n-lio, at such long odds, set this cruel, peculating Eussell and

all his forces at defiauce, especially when all the southern chieftains had

abandoned him, and wlum even his ovra kinsmen, the senior branch of the

O'Evrues, held aloof from him, so that, only for tlie active support and en-

couragement he received from that remnant of the Clan O'Toole that as

yet survived the sword and fagot, he would have been thrown on his own

individual resources entirely.

Besides this, there were many who, instead of co-operating with

Feagh against their common foe, were more inclined to throw obstacles in

his way. In place of throwing in their lot with him, and making a grand

united stand for the freedom of their homes and altars, they deprecated

Feagh's noble sti-uggle as being next to madness; talked of the utter folly

of his holding out; and would not be overwhelmed with grief if they

heard of Feagh's downfall, so that they may be allowed to enjoy their own

lands in peace. Kor is it unlikely that it was by some one or other of

those weak temporizers that Feagh was in the end betrayed.

Ee that as it may, we know that when their own day came, these

"prudent" chieftains received sorry consideration at the hands of the

English. When the time came to reward these freebooters with the lands

and properties of the native Irish, very little heed was given whether they

held aloof from Feagh or aided him. They fared the same as the others,

and had not the satisfaction to be able to soy with Feagh and the O'Tooles:

"Though our lauds are gone, we never succumbed, nor lowered our stan-

dard while the slightest chance of maintaining our ground rep-iaiued."

The lord deputy, with all h:s forces at command—with all the bar-

baritv that he could exercise on his pi-isoucrs, carried out whether in camp

or in C'astle-vard of Dublin—the hangman had no sinecure—still, he could

not bring into subjection the comparative handful of brave souls who, under

Feash IMacIIugh. kept the Hag of freedom flying bravely in Glenmalure.

'Vs'e accordingly find him again summoning I>ord Ormoud to his aid. who,

on October 3rd, came to the camp with 1(10 horse and 200 foot, Avho took

up their quarters two miles distant.

'• About midnight,'' says the journal, " my lord sent out John Chi-
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Chester and Captain Lee, with our foot, two separate wnys into the glen,

and by daybreak on the 4tli, he himself, with 50 horse, rode through the

part o{ the glen up the mountain six miles, -w'here he met Cliichestcr and

his company, who had been diseoA-ered by the rebels, and drawing together

on the mountain side, we descried about J 00 of the enemy, which showed

themselves at the glen side. My lord, knowing that there would be no

service performed without great disadvantage, commanded Chichester to

draw back ; and in returning towards the camp, we saw Captain Lee on

the mountain by Ballinacor with a prey of 300 cows, and sfayed there till

my lord drew down to the ford to assist him."

Thus we see that " my lord " did not deem it beneath his dignity to do

a bit of " cattle lifting " as well as bagging the heads of the O'Tooles and

O'Byrnes whenever he could.

Unfortunately, owing to the fact of the Irish records not being pre-

served, we have to depend solely on such documents as come down to us

from the English side, so tl;at, in the accounts of the various events, we
need have no fear of the writers being anyways prejudiced in favour of

the Irish ; but, no doubt, had Ave handed down to us the versions of the

same that could be given by Feagh or his friends, they would present

themselves to us in a far more faA'ourable light. As it is, we may rest

satisfied with what information Paissoll's secretary has handed down to us.

Having spent a fortnight between Eathdrum and Glenmalure, duing

little else than seizing cattle and executing martial law, letters from

Dublin informed Eussell that his presence was instantly required there.

Ue accordingly departed on the Sth of October, leaving the camp at Eath-

drum under tlie command of Sergeant Chichester, Avho went on with the

fortifications.

A meeting of the privy council was held on Eussell's arrival, and it

was then proposed that Feagh should be protected, and the deputy re-

strained. This done, the country might be saved; but if not, Feagh
' would ruin the whole Pale, which had been burned to the Boyne."

Another and a more cogent reason for coming to terms with Feagh

was a declaration lately made by O'jSTeill, " that he will keep no peace
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unless Feagh -was pardonGd," and, worst of all, "that he (0']SJ"eill) was
about to send COO men, under one of the O'Uagans, hv sea to Arklo\r,

whence tliej- could easily enter Glenraalurc."

Eussell, however, and his dependants, gave deaf ear to such argu-

ments, for he and they were opposed to any settlement by which their

personal profit might be lessened, if not wholly destroyed.

Those knaves who urged on Russell tv continue tho mountain war were

influenced by selfish motives, for their constant y)rayer was that the Irish

might be wholly extirpated, and their lands given to themselves, the

civilized Englishmen.

On the 1 0th October the deputy returned to the camp, where, a few

days afterwards, he was joined by Sir John North and Sir John Bowles,

with their foot companies, each 100 strong. This reinforcement was all

the more welcome since Eussell was apprehensive of the aj^pearance of the

Ulstermen, under O'Hagan,

23rd October, 1595.—"Captain Lee returning to the camp with a

prey of 80 cows, was fought with by the rebels at the ford of Ballinacor,

but was saved by the timely presence of my lord. In this action Lee and

the deputy sustained considerable los?.

30th October, 1595.—"On this night Chichester and Lee were sent

out, and on Sunday, the oist, by break of day, my lord went with his

company of horse, and met them returning with 300 cows, and had the

killing of 8 rebels, the chief of whom was Cahir Glasse O'Took."

I^ovcmbcr 2ud, 1595.—" Sii' Henry Bagnal came to the camp, aud

same day Phcliin ]\IacFeagh's foster-brother was brought in a prisoner.

Next day he was executed."

November' 13th.—"The fort of Eathdrum Avas reinforced by other

companies, and the next day the camp moved ironi llathdi-uni to Bulie

Boy, the entry into the '"Main Gknues.' "

November 15th.—" Chichester and Lee entered the glen before day.

By daylight his lordship drcAV to the north side of Glenmalure with his

company of horse and some shot, which he thiust into the Glynnes, and

returned to the camp."
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Xovciiibcr IGth.—"In consequence of heavy rain, the camp -was

raised, and wo mareliecl over the bridge to Balliuacor, and tln'ough two

bad passes, to ' IJassahanua,' near to Gleulnrken, where my lord executed

a base son and follower of Feagh."

November 17lh, lo9-j.—"My lord marched to Ilacketstown, and

thence to Kaas, where he was joined on the 2yth by the Earl of Ivildare,

with Avhom he rode to Dublin."

Thus terminated the third invasion of the territory of the O'Tooles

and the O'Byrnof, this proving, like the preceding ones, futile in carrying

out its object, namely, the annihilation of these warlike septs, the confisca-

tion of thpir territories, and the capture of Feagh MacHugh O'Byrne.

This grand old chieftain—fur he had now reached his seventieth year

—

was as yet unsubdued, notwithstanding open warfare in the field, and the

many and nefarious attempts ai assassination promoted against him by the

bloodthirsty Paissell.

Foremost among the confederates of the redoubted Feagh—his right

hand in battle fray and at council board—was Barnaby 0' Toole, son of

Luke of Castle Kevin, who so nobly stood by him in all his vicissitudes,

bearing out the motto of his family :
" Yirtute et Fidelitate," viz., "By

valour and fidelity."

Twelve days after "my lord's" arrival in the metropolis, letters from

Captain Montague, whom he left in Balliuacor, announced: "Captain Lee,

in coming from Wicklow with provisions for the fort at (Balliuacor) Ptath-

drum, was set upon at a ford a mile from the fort by Feagh MacIIugh, but

with his help they killed 30 of the rebels, among whom were Morris Dubh,

Feagh MacIIugh's nephew and secretary, and Edmond Shane, his uncle,

Kext day," says the diary, "Captain Lee sent in sevcuteen traitors' heads.''

This constant procuring of Irish heads induces one to suppose that

my lord must have had special tastes for the study of crauiology, and if so,

there were skulls enough in the castle t(j enlarge his kno-.vlfdgi' iu that

department.

There was, however, one for which he would have bceu too glad to

bestow knighthood, or any other mark of viceregal favour, on any m-
Co
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liuiiiau scoundrel who vrouU liavc boon lucky enough to back it oft'. Ikit

long for it a? he mav, tliis insatiable ogre was doomed in this instance to

experience a bitter disappointment, which, we may suppos(>, was somewhat

mitigated when he learned that Barnaby O'Toole of Castle Eevin had

given up the ghost quietly in Feagh's camp on 17th January, 1597.

The death of this faithful ally of 0'Byrne was a sore blow to Feagh,

and calculated to discourage hiiu, if his heart had not been of that stem,

unyielding type which, despite injustice, malice, and all other develop-

uicnts of vulgar minds, is that conscious of sv.4f-sustaiaiug power, which

even in death, enables it to live doAvn the worst eftorts of tyranny. And
if Barnaby O'Toolc was dead, his chivalrous spii-it lived on in his son

Feagh.

But why, it may be asked, was Feagh MacHiigh inactive when

Piussell paid that fivir.g visit to Glcunialurc? Simply because O'Neill had

ai^pointed a conference with Sir John 2\ orris on the last day of Alay, when

he was to make terras for Feagh which would have caused the English to

be withdrawn from Eathdrura, and given to the chieftain amjile securities

for the quiet possession of his country. ''Send," MTote 0'2seill to Feagh

upon the J 7th April, " your wife, Eose (O'Toole), or any other messenger

to the meeting to be held with the Lord General (Xorris), to settle a peace

for you."

But Eussell thought, as he Avas about to resign the government of the

country to Lord Burgh, that it would be impolitic not to cut oft' such a

cankered traitor as Feagh, and he doubtless persuaded himself that he

might, as it were, break his own fall from power by compassing the

murder of one of O'Xeiirs ablest allies. Then, again, might he not

regain the favoui- of Elizabeth by sending her Feagh's head before he him-

self appeared in London. Her ^Majesty. m-1io was a stmng-iuiuded woiiiau,

rather liked such ghastly tiu]iliics.

Tliero was. hoAvever. only one way of getting it, and Rus-ell liit (Ui it

—by bribing one of Feagli's foUoAvers, Avho was thormighly acquainted

witli the chieftain's "lurking iilaccs." lUit the name of tlie individual
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employed b}' raissoll in this bloody business is carofnllv snjiprcssod in liis

account of it.

May Ctli, l-")07.
—"^rylord s.it in the castle chamber, where Captain

Xorris' case was heard, who was adjudged (for the speaking of most

heinous speeches against her Majesty's person) to be brought to the pillory

with a paper on his head declaring his ofEenec, and there to lose his two

ears, to i)ay £-300 Irish for a fine, and to endure perpetual imprisonmeut.

At the same sitting ^VidoAV Ilope was fined £200 Irish, and imprisonmeut,

for the escape of the Xugents from Mullingar jail."

IIa\ing giveu the captain this goodly lessou on the management of the

tongue, and taught the widow that the name she bore is often the synonym

of bitter disappointment, the diary goes on :

" My lord set out on his last journey towards the Glynnes, in prose-

cuting of Feagh, and rode to Jiathdrum, where the foot companies met

him on the night of the 7th.

8th May, 1597.—"Sunday, early in the morning; (doubtless, before

the indefatigable Mr. Wheeler preached), our foot entered the glen, and

fell into that quarter where Feagh lay, and coming several ways on him,

it pleased God to deliver him into our hands, being so hardly followed

that he was run out of breath, and forced to take to a cave, wheri' one

Milbourne, sergeant to Cajita'in Lee, first lighted on him, and the fury of

our soldiers was so great as he could not be brought away alive. Thereupon

the said Milbourne cut off Feagh's head with his own sword, and presented

his head to my lord, which, with his carcase, was brought to Dublin, to the

great comfort and j')y of all that presence (the Pale). Many of his fo].

lowers were slain, and 200 cows were taken, with great pillage, and

divided amongst the soldiers. My lord returned to Tlathdrum, and there,

before the fort, knighted Sir Calisthenes Brooks and Sir Thomas Maria

AVingfield."

The latter's nephew, Eichard, was the future inheritor of the O'Tooles'

property at Powerscourt. Whenever a blow Avas to be struck at the

O'Tooles or O'Byrues, a Wingfield, like a voracious shark, was sure to be



372 HISTORY OF THE CLA.X o'tOOLE [a.T). 1-507.

in the wake, waiting for something in the shape of forfeited lancb to fall

into his maw.

Snch is the acconnt Russell's diary gives of the capture and slaughter

of Feagh, who, there can be no donbt, was taken by surprise, and at a

time when he was living in a state of armed neutrality
; but as every in-

cident associated with this atrocity must interest those who visit G'lenma-

lure, we may here subjoin a few extracts from letters Avritten by Eussell

and one of his officers immediately after the death of Feagh. The deputy

rode on to Dublin, and four dnys after (the loth May), penned the follow-

ing despatch to the Privy Council

:

"At length it pleased God, but not so soon as I wished or exj^ected,

to deliver into my hands the old traitor, Feagh. . . .

" So happily hath it succeeded, as, plotting my coui-se here for the cut-

ting of him off, I lately drew in person to the glens for the effecting of the

same, and there, in the place of his greatest hopes, he was lighted upon

and slain, to the universal rejoicing of all. My desire was great to com-

pass him alive, but the fury of the soldiers prevented me."

We are strongly under the impression om-selves that none of those ,

same soldiers were ever subjected to any very heavy military censure for

the exercise of that over zeal in the cowardly butchery of the gallant old

hero.

The day before the above despatch was written, Sii- "^'alter Stanley,

an eye-witness of the transaction, sent his version of it to Cecil

:

"The deputy having secured a draught upon Feagh by one of his

own followers, marched from Eathdrum, and upon Sunday morning the

guide plaved his part so well, that some of the soldiers were presently

brought upon him in the cabin Avherc he was hidden, Avith three or four

sworn men, who were all slain with himself.

'• This was the end of an enemy more dangerous and hurtful to the

Pale than all the rebels in Ireland; but whatever tlio cause is I know
not. the people have their hearts so hardened, that none rejoiccth at auv

good service done.

"Therefore, in my judgment, the State is in no small danger; and
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out of the 7,QUO men the queen has here, 4,U00 are Irish. How danger-

ous it is to train them up in the use of arms, when they may turn the

jjoints of their swords at our Losoms."

Peagh's head, aftci- having been impaled at Dublin Castle, was sent to

Loudon to be exliibitod to the queen, but her Majesty, instead of appearing

gratified by this evidence of Ivussell's zeal, signified "her high displeasure

at such a present, sent with so much of vain parade."

We must not infer from this tliat Elizabeth was not, in her secret

heart, highly delighted at the receipt of this ghastly evidence of Kussell's

prowess as a " head hunter ;" Feagh's removal was too important a fact

for that ; but having a "rod in pickle" for Eussell on ether scores, it

would not be politic to let her gratification be too visible ; she, therefore,

assumed the role of a displeasure she was far from feeling.

As for Feagh's body, Eussell, it is said, had it hung by the heels, and

then cut into quarters and spiked. In this condition it was seen by

McKeohoe, one of the bards to the OTocles, whose pathetic dirge is still

preserved in the " Leabhar liraudch," or " Book of the O'Byrnes," still to

be seen in the library of Trinity College. It has been translated into

English by Mr. "VV. II. Ilennessy, jVI.Pi.LA., preserving, as well as could

be, the spirit of the original

:

THE DEATH OF FEAGH MacHUGH O'BYEKE.

BY MACKEOnOE.

" Woe is me ! Ah ! woe is me ! and endless is ray grief,

Because I've seen the sever'd head of my beloved chief;

Kot mine alone the bitter dole—full well may Ireland mourn

The traitor's blow that laid thee low, brave Feagh IMacHugli UByrne.

"I wish my eyes Avere blind before I saw that ghastly face;

I wish the limbs had withered up that bore me to the place

;

I wish that I had never risen when fever struck me down,

Ere I beheld that gory head in hateful Dublin town.
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•'"Woe is incl Oh! woe is me! tluit I had ears (o hear

The bitter news that Foagli was shiin, like wild beast iu his lair !

I felt the words go tlirough my heart— I felt my blood rim cold

—

Aud like one dead I fell to earth ere half the tale was told.

' My curse be on him night and day, God's curse be on him, too,

The heartless wretch whose word betrayed the generous son of Hugh!
Our clans will miss his sheltering arm, the Church a bounteous hand

;

Aud strangers uow unchecked will rob and ravage through the land.

' They've borne his head across the sea. a butt for jibe and sport,

To England's fierce aud bloody queeu and all her cruel court.

Oil, God ! 'tis hard that this should be, and we to do no more

Than keen him on the echoing hills, and weep him on the shore I

God rest his soul ! my chief 1 my priuce ! Our land is low to-day
;

"We have no ships to sail the sea—no troops in proud array
;

Yet have we men in pass and glen who yet shall make return

For that base blow that laid thee low, brave Fea"h MacUush O'livrne
!"

May 15th, 1597.—Continues the diary : "The Lord Bui'gh landed,

and came to Dublin, where he was invited to supper at the mayor's, after

which his lordship went to his lodgings at St. Mary's Abbey, then Sir

Geo. Bourchier's house."

May 1 Ctli.
— " Five heads of Fcagh's followers were sent in, and that

night my lord removed from the castle to lie at Mr. Usher's house, at the

bridge foot, whei-eby the castle might be made ready for Lord Burgh."

^lay I'.lth.
—" Sir John Chichester sent in the heads of one Connor

O"lvouncdy and seven others of Feagh's followers."

]\lay 22nd.— '• The Lord Chaucollor, Archbishop Loftus. ]trcachcd,

aud after the sermon, iny li^rd delix'ored the sword to liord Burgh in St.

Patrick's Church, aud dined with him at Marv^s Abbcv."
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Mil}- 2Gtli.— " My lord departed from Dublii], aud tie day followiug

lauded at Ormshead, iu "Wales."

Thus termiuated the goveruuieut of cue of the worst deputies this

country has ever seen. lie returned to Euglaud with a well-filled purse,

made by bribes, pillage, aud every species of extortion; for from the out-

set of his deputyship, he was " hent on a course of gain." His, indeed,

was an inglorious warfare
; aud for many an age after he had passed away

the dwellei-s in the glen had good reason to heap bitter maledictions on

his memory and name.

If this very imperfect sketch of lUissell's doings should prompt

the reader to visit the sublime scenery of Glenmalure (not half as well

known as it deserves to be), let him bear in his memory the stirring events

that have talcen place iu the scenes surrounding him—events that, even

in the short space of seventeen years, would form matter enough for Avhole

Volumes of Irish history. He will also excuss us if, for the i^ake of con-

ciseness, we here epitomize the priucipal. It was here that Lord Grey was
defeated by Feagh MacIIugh O'Byrue and his clan, ably aided by the

OTooles, in 1-3S0—August 2oth—when the notorious Cosby, the author

of the massacre at MuUaghmast, Colonel John ]\Ioore, Peter Carew, Cap-

tain Audley, and numerous soldiers, followers of Earl Grey, fell by the

good swords of the united clansmen.

Here, in 15^2. did the chivalrous Hugh O'Donnell, Avith his friend,

O'Hagan, obtain shelter after his re-escajie from the castle. Here, a

short while ago, died tlie gallant warrior and staunch friend of Feagh,

Ikirnaby O'Toole of Castle Kevin. Aud liei-e, now, liussell is after per-

forming the last act in the bloody drama, by the assassination of Feagh

MacIIugh by his cut-throat soldiery, aud the no less creditable firing of

the homesteads over the heads of those prevented by sex and age from

bearing arms.

Aud tu-day the stern i)ljysiogiH)my of the region is little changed from

liusseirs time; the gigantic rock that excited his wonderment still frowns

on the passer-by ; the waterfall has not ceased to pour its silvery volume

a-down the deep, dark giilley, into the once lishful aud stony river, which
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still floors ou its peaceful course ; the everlastiug hills—uutuiv's lords—
scathed by lightuing aud tempest, still answer to their Celtic names, aud

the trunks of mighty oaks, that often turn up, show that they once

flourished there in congenial soil.

l)ut, to return to llussell. 'SVe find that, on his returu to Loudon, he

was forbidden the court because he did not arrest O'^S'cill when that chief-

tain presented himself in Dublin, a few days after the foi-mer had been

sworn in. This, hoM-ever, was only a pretext, the real cause for Eliza-

beth's displeasure being llusscll's incapacity, aud the failure of all his

attempts to break the power of the northern " rebels."

The "cutting off" of Feagh MacHugh was not only an ignoble ex-

ploit, but was now too likely to prove a futile one as well, for his two sonf,

Felim aud Eedmond, had sworn to revenge their father's murder, and had

betaken themselves to O'jS'eill, who promised to send 1,000 of his followers

into the glens of "^'ickloAV, to assist the O'Tooles and O'Byrnes.

These, with Feagh O'Toole, the son of Barnaby (deceased), still kept

the hills with a renuiant of Feagh's sept, desj^ite the effoits of Captain

Lee, who Avas commissioned to reduce the whole country, and to totally

obliterate the names of the O'Tooles and O'Byrnes from the land.

It was far easier for the PriAy Council in Dublin Castle to issue such

orders to their captains and subordinates than have them carried out, for

now, before the summer was over, Feagh's two sens, accompanied by their

Ulster allies, reappeared in the glens, aud joined Cahir O'Toolc. uniting

their efforts to repossess themselves of those lauds of which they had been

wrongfull}' deprived.

Ihis was a sore blow to Lord Burgh, who was then preparing for his

northern campaign, and had wiitteu to the English Cabinet

:

'" I will. Cod willing, stick to Tyrone, and. if need lie, will lie on the

ground, aud drink /ruicr icn weeks, unless sooner blessings fall on my
labours."

This Avas, indeed, counting without his hu.st ; for before half the time

that Burgh promised to de\ote himself to these acpu'ous libations, un-

niingied with Us(juebaughC.-j, he had ceased to be numbered amongst the
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cueiiiies of Irelaud. Iluving mustered Lis army in Drogiieda about tlie

middle of July, wliere lie was joined by Ilenry of Kildare, and many other

Irish maintainors of the queen's government, he marched rapidly into

Tyrone, razed a furt that O'Xeill had erected on the Blackwater, and then

jiroceeded to meet the "arch-traitor," who had taken up a position at

Drum-Flinch, in ihe neiglibourhood of Beuburb. Here the two armies

met, and after a brisk combat, which O'jS'eill himself tells us was nothing

but a skirmish. Lord ]>urgh was unhorsed and soi'ely wounded. His kins-

man, Captain Yaughan, Avho had distinguished himself among the pillagers

of Gleumalure, was killed on the field, and the Earl of Kildare, being dis-

mounted, owed his escape to the O'Hickeys, his foster-brothers, who lost

their lives in saving his.

The vaunting deputy was utterly discomfited, and died of his vexation

and bruises nt Xewry, on the loth August, and the Earl of Kildare gave

up the ghost in Drogheda about the same time, his death being caused, we
are told, by excessive grief for his faithful foster-brothers. Lord liiu'gh's

deputyship was very brief, and his career eminently disastrous to the

prestige of the English power in Ireland.

Shortly after his decease. Sir Thomas Xorris, commissioner for hear-

ing causes in Chancery, was sworn dejiut}- on 30th August, 1597. Xorris

had hardly been installed when the Privy Council, sitting in Dublin

Castle, began to consider how the O'Bu'nes and O'Tooles might be made
amenable to justice. This grave matter being referred to Captain Lee, he

reported that he was willing, if encouraged, or, in other words, if he Avere

guaranteed a share in the O'Byrnes' country, to attempt the "cutting off"

of the sous of Feagh. Being an expert in matters of this sort, the execu-

tive entertained his jiroposal, and flattered his hopes.

But Lee had no easy task before him, as we see from a report made

upon the state of Irelaud a short time before, aud which Avas laid before

the Privy Coxuu-il in this year. After describing the state of Muuster and

Connaxight, it gives account of Leinster as follows:

••By the late cutting off of the ancient traitor, Feagh Macllugli,

Leinster will grow to better terms of settling aud conformity ; but many
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of his followers rcmaiu. such as the O'Moores, who infest the Queen's

Count}-, and joining M'itli Ihem the Connors, who vex also the Queen's

Countj'."

" There are also snudry of the O'Tooles and the O'Byrues, and

especially two sons of Feagh MacHugh, and Feagh's nucle, who being

all traitors witli Feagh hold the same course now, as they did in his time,

though they make show as we are advertized, that they will be glad to

come in to make their personal submission, and deliver pledges for their

loyalties, a matter we leave to the consideration of Lord Burgh with the

fui-ther advice of the Council."

"Sundry persons in the province do not openly declare themselves,

but are suspicious and doubtful. They should be assiu-ed by goodpbdges
or other securities." Again :

" The Garboils are greater than ever. It was thought that by cutting

off Feagh MacHugh they would have come to an end, but the quarrels

have been renewed by his two sous. They have been with Tyrone all last

summer, and have wrought him to send forces with them into Leiuster,

uuder the conduct of sundry chief lords. Some remaining about himself,

as Captain Tii-rell, and one of the O'Xeills, and others chosen out of

Leiuster, as Breou Keoghe O'More, the Xugeuts, and Feagh's two sous

themselves, they number six hundred and upwards, divided and sorted into

shot and pike and other short weapons."
" These have committed of late sundry- burnings in licix, Oft'uly, and

Eanelagh, the Byrne's coimtry, Ivildare, and in some parts of ])ablin

where they have done several hurts upon subjects, and especially upon

the Euglish, as they could come by then; whom they sought, principally

to expel out of their dwellings in Leiuster. as the other rebels in Ulster

and Connaught have, whereby it is apparent, that tliis great rrbullinn in

Ireland is a mere Irish war followt'd upon the English of purpose to root

them out, and reduce the realm to the old Irish laws and tyrannical

custom of tanistry.

"To these are adherent sundry of those families of LeiusttT. as the

O'Moores, O'Connors, some of the Kavauaghs, some of the U'Byrnes and
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O'Toolos, some of the M'Coiighlaus, 0'Malaj>hlius, O'Moloies, O'Dcinpsoys

aud others.—See Carcw State pajiers, p. 279.

This graA'c matter as to the state of Leinster, aud the furthei- reduc-

tion aud bringiug iinder subjectiou these haughtj' Leinstermcu, was

leferred to Cai)taiu Lee. To Lee was giveu the care of the O'Tooles and

tlie O'Byrues, aud uo soouer had he accepted the charge than he arrested

Eosa, the \vidoAr of the murdered Feagli, aud had her coufined iu the

duugeons of Dubliu Castle, from which she Avas so hitely respited by

Eussell. Surely they ought to have kuoMTi Eosa better thau to thiuk

that auy rigours imposed on her could cause her to swerve one momeui from

the path of honour, iu giving them any information to the detriment of

her friends aud kiusmcu. Had they any such notions iu the castle, they

Avere doomed to disappointment by Eosa's firmness.

In the glen where she once kept state as an Irish princess, the

memory of her has now almost entirely faded out, and the only one who

has preserved even a happy tradition of her was an aged Avoman, who
many years ago told us, that there once lived there a poAverful lady

named Rossha, AA'ho had only to put on her red mantle to fill the Avhole

district with fire aud blood.

The following extracts from the State i)apers belong to this period :

—

" WickloAV to be made a county, and diA'ided into baronies as

folloAveth : Innisboghin, Eallinacor, TalbotstoAvn, Holywood, aud Castle

KcA-iii."

:\Iay 14th, 1.397.— '• The two (3"Tooles Averc executed at Baltiuglass.

aud the folloAviug October lllh, Dcrmot 0"T(jole Avas made a prisoner

aud sent iu by Captain Lee with many others.''

This a2)pcars to have got Lee into some troiddc as Derniot Avas

under protection by Sir Henry Ilarringtou. avIio felt chagrined Avith him

for ignoring his authority thus.

" Tlie matter betAveeu Sir Ilenry Harrington aud Thomas Lee about

the killing of OToole, being protected, Avas debated iu council."

It was all a i-e-habilitating of an old play, to throw dust in the eyes

and to lu-esent some show of appearances. Ihe " dramatis persouic "
\\ ere



380 ULSIOKY OF TllL CLAX o'xOOLE [a.D. 1597

in a few particulars clianged from the time when this same Harrington

got a short imprisonment from the Earl of Ivildare, for similarly murder-

ing Tibbot O'Toole, then under the earl's protection. So that we see,

apart from any interference to his own jilans, Ilarrington could not have

been so extremely angry with Lee.

Pretermitting further notice of these two miscreants, who could

murder stealthily or openly, as it served their piu'pose, without fear of

ulterior consequences, comment upon them would be superfluous, or on the

lying reports which were made from day to day to the Clouncil in Dublin

or to the queen at Windsor, for their own base, selfish motives of aggran-

dizement. We know, alas I too well, how ably they succeeded at the

expense of the O'Tooles, O'Byrnes, and other noble families.

The Irish, now as ever, whether in Ulster or in the Wicklow glens,

were simply striving to maintain their own, to preserve those lands that

bore them, those properties that belonged to them by inalienable right

for years immemor'al.

To drive them out and possess themselves of these lands was the

object of these rapacious and hungry English Avho voluutered their services

in Ireland, and whose begging letters to their English masters, invariably

wound up with a hope that the day was not far distant when the savage

natives would be extirpated, and when they were totally cleared out, root

and branch, from the soil, to be replaced by "honest and civilized" sub-

jects, such as Lee and Harrington, whose virtues entitled them to the

Queen's gracious favour.

Though slightly out of its chronological order, we here give an

extract from Fynes ]\Iorrisson, Tart II.

—

"By this time, 1-3 90, the rebels

of Leinstcr were (as I formerly mentioned) grown strong. Feagh MacIIugh,

breaking his protection (whatever in the name of goodness that was),

entered into acts of hostility, and he, together with the O'Mores,

O'Connors, O'Birues, O'Tooles, andKavauaglis, the Butlers, and the cliief

names of Connaught, animated by the success of Ulstermcn, combined

toKcther and demanded to have the barbarous titles of ' ' and • Mac '
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restored to them, together with their lauds, in the meantime spoiling the

eountrj'on all sides."

So we see that it was not alone of their lands that the English wished
to deprive them, but those very patronymics that declared their

nationality were also to be dispensed with. In this they succeeded, in a
great measure, at future dates, and it is only now that the people are

revi-^-ing them again, especially amongst the oldest Celtic families.

Owing to the lack of education through the penal times, and until

comparatively a recent date, people were so ignorant of the history of

their country and her people, that they considered it an assumption upon
their parts to adopt these patronymics, because, forsooth, their immediate
f.ithers did not do so ; but these people forget the reason why ! Because
in the past the use of them would be apt to lead to injuries and annoyances

on the part of their persecutors and oppressors. But now that day is

past, never to return.

As we saw before, upon the death of Lord Burgh, Sir Thomas Norris

was elected Lord Justice, but discharged from that office in the following-

Kovember ('97), when the government fL41 to Loftus, the schismatic Arch-
bishop of Dublin, and Sii- Robert Gardner ; the latter being a lawver, and
the former, by virtue of his office, being a " man of peace," who ought not

to meddle with the " carnal weapon." Thomas, Earl of Ormond, was
appointed their coadjutor as Tiord Lieutenant-General and Captain of the

army.

Meanwhile, the success of CXeill's arms was such that the Eni-lish

cabinet instructed Ormond to treat with the "arch-rebel," and make
such concessions as might incline him to peace. O'Xcill Avas not averse

to any fair accommodation, but the terms on which he consented to

sheathe his sword must have greatly astonished Archbishop Lof'ius.

On the 21st December, he signified to Lord Ormond that there was
uu chance of agreement unless " all the inhabitants of Ireland may have

free liberty of conscience, and that her Majesty withdraw the garrisons

from Tyrone and all parts of the Irishr}-."

The day after Ormond received this communication, he proposed to
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O'Xeill articles of an oifflit woeks' tnico. To this O'Xoill assented, but

•vritli a proviso, " that if anj' of them do stay Avitli tliem of Leinster, con-

trary to my conimandmeut, they be used no otherM-ise than as tliey he

with wliom they remain ; and that none noAV depending npon my truce he

received or entertained by the Lieutcnaut-General or the State, during

this ti-uee, -without my eons-nt.''

T^'e need hardly remark that Orinond -would not liaA-e begi;(^d tlie

withdrawal of the Ulster allies of the (/Byrnes and O'Tooles from the

glens of Wieklo-w, had ho himself been able to expel tliem. IS'or is it

necessary to observe that O'Xeill required for Phelim and Eaymond

O'Byrne and the O'Tooles, a full and unqualified participation in all the

benefits that might accrue to himself from the suspension of arms. A single

act of hostility to them -would be resented as though it -were committed

against himself ; and as those -who tarried -with the O'Byrnes and the

O'Tooles -were to be used no otherwise than themselves, it -was very clear

that, instead of sanctioning their retirement, he rather discountenanced it,

for reasons then known to no one but himself.

This clever diplo.-nacy of O'Xoill left the "\^'icklo-w chieftains in

possession of their lands, but did not make them forget all they had

suffered during Eusscll's bloody raids.

rtathdrum was relieved of the English garrison, and as for Ballinacor

and Imayle, no blue-coated* hireling of Lord Ormoud's troops was to be

seen there."

However, the queen -was -well pleased with her lieutenant's conduct,

and instead of urging him to ]n-osecute the chief tribes of Wicklow,

suggested that he should see that they were not molested in their person

or in their estate. ETer letter to Ormond on this subject, although

-written in defiance of delicate sentiment and expression, sho-ws that .'he

-was constrained to approve of his policy, and pretend a manifestation of

* "After Lord Groy's defeat, in 1580, in Glenmalor, ^vhere the 'redcoats' of the

soldier- made tlicm an ea'-^y mark for the 'rebels' blue clotli ^va~ worn by the Eui;li-h

army serving in Irelaud.~Sce Hamilton's Calendar of State Papers, Ireland, 1.37-4-l.JSo,

IM.A
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gi-aciousness to those ^Thom a short time previously she sought to ex.
tirpatc.

'Writing to Orinoud, the Queen say? :
" Where -we do find that the

ofPals left of Fcagh Mcnugh (O'Eyrnc), and other rebels (the O'Tooles)

near the Pale, do daily infest good subject?, and distract these forces

which should be otherwise employed, we are content and do hereby give

you authority to take all such into our mercy, and to give them oiu-

pardon."—State Papers.

Again that word pardon grates on the et.rs of the gallant Irish chief-

tains. With -what haughty scorn must the O'Tooles and O'Byrnes have read

such a messagCj-which Ormond, doubtless, communicated to them. What
magnanimity ! to pardon men for the heinous crime of endeavourin"' to

save their father from the assassin, paid by her most gracious Majesty's

viceroy to murder him
;
to protect their hearths and homes from fire and

spoliation, and to preserve their independent rights—aye, and even their

own personal existence—from extinction. And now that she found she

could not '' cut them ofi " to her satisfaction, she. iu the exercise of her

royal mercy, pardoned them. Put the chieftains knew well what value

to set upon the pardon of the queen, with the exercise of her mercy
thrown in, and though the great poet of uatm-e tells us,

'' That mercy blesseth him that gives

As well as him that receives it,''

still the experience of the O'Tooles, and other Irish chiefs, showed
the mercy of Elizabeth, her worthy father, and tlie other English

sovereigns, to be such a vci-y doubtful quantity, and of such an ambiguous
nature, that they considered themselves safer and happier by not basking

in its sunshine, so many examples had they that the gaining of the royal

mercy was but a preliminary to their losing their own heads.

Put just now they were iu a position to dictate terms to her lieuten-

ant-general. Little cared they for the queen, or her liolluw offers of

conciliation. Their entii-e dependence was njw on O'Xeill, and at his

word they were ready to carry fire and sword across the English border.
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On the expiration of the eiglit weeks' truce, Ormond was authorized by the

queen to grant lier pardon to O'Xeill, provided he complied with the

following conditions :

—

" First—That he make his personal submission to tou in iDublic.

" Second—That he renounce all confederacy with the Irish.

" Third—That he renounce the name of O'Xeill.

" Fourth—That he dispose of all his forces, and send out of the realm

aU Scots, and othor hired strangers.

" Fifth—That he have nothing to do with our uriaghts (subordinate

lords).

" Sixth—That he deliver to you the sons'of Shane 0']S"eill, to be sent

to the castle of Dublin, from whence he escaped.

" Seventh—That he contribute to the rebuilding of the fort and bridge

of Blackwatcr ; that oiu- garrison be continued there

without danger.

"Eighth—That he tell you truly how far he proceedeth with the

Spaniards, and that he renounce all such dealings.

" Ninth—That he suffer a sheriff in Tyrone.

" Tenth—That he put in his eldest son for a pledge, and resort, as

other lords of Ireland used to do, to the council of

Dublin."

To these were added some other articles of minor detail, which her

Majesty was ready to waive, provided O'Xeill accepted the above. But

O'^s^eill refused to subscribe to any of them, conscious, as he was, of the

weakness of the English power iu Ireland, and the discredit that must

ever attach to his name, if he were to betray his confederates, or break

with the friendly Spaniards, who sent him arms and ammunition, and

provided Irish ecclesiastics Avith education and board, when they Avei-e pro-

scribed in their oaati lands.

In vain did Ormond urge upon him to accept the "gracious jiardon,"'

and in vain did he promise, on her Majesty's behalf, tliat the Irish should

have all Ulster, north of Bundalk, without sheriffs, tributes, or hostages.

The document that held out this liberal concession, was dated April, 1598,
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vrlien O'Xcill was prftpaviug to blockade the Euglisli fort (Poi-tmor) on

tlif! Blackwater.

Two mouths afterwards, messengers from O'Xeill arrived in Glenma-

lure, and commanded Phelim and Eedmond O'Byrne and the O'Tooles, to

fall upon the Pale, and to assist the O'Mores, who were then besieging the

English garrison at Maryborough. They promptly obeyed tlie summons,

and after wasting the country to the gates of Dublin, proceeded to join

the O'Mores, with whom they routed the lieutenant-general in an action

which cost him the loss of a large force, and the life of bis own nephew.

Bewildered by this unexpected reverse, Ormond fled to Kilkenny,

and fortified himself there. In July, O'Neill failed to take Portmor,

owing to his want of a siege train ; but he invested the place in the hope of

starving the garrison into surrender, Ormond now applied to the English

Cabinet for a fresh supply of troops, as the contingent at his disposal

barely sufficed to save Dublin from falling into the hands of the O'Tooles

and O'Bp-nes, who threatened it north and south of the Liffey. The all

but hopeless English rule in Ireland is best described in Ormond' s own
words. He says :

—

" The times are more miserable than ever before. If our wants be

not speedily supplied; the whole kingdom will be overthrown; the garrisons

at this moment are ready to starve ; the soldiers run away daily, though I

have hanged many of them in the maritime towns."

At length the desired reinforcement arrived, and it was decided that

one body of them should proceed to the Wicklow mountains, whilst the other

was to act against O'jSTeill. The northern army was to be commanded by

Bagnal, a sister of whom O'Xcill had married ; and while he was on hi s

march northwards, the O'Byrncs, O'Tooles, and Kavanaghs gave employ-

ment amply sufficient for the detachments sent against them, which were

speedily recalled to protect the lieutenant-general, Ormond, then shut up

in Kilkenny.

^Meanwhile O'Neill had utterly routed Bagnal' s army at the Tellow

Ford, on the 14th August, achieving the most signal victory ever won by

Irish arms on Irish soil.

26
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" Since the English,'' says Camden, " first set foot in Ireland, they

never received a greater overthro-n-. Thirteen stout captains being slain,

and fifteen hundred of the common soldiers, who, being scattered

by a shameful flight all the fields over, were slain and vanquished by the

enemy. This was a glorious victory for the rebels, and of sjiecial advan-

tage, for hereby they got both arms and provisions, and Tireon's name was

cried up all over Ireland as the author of theu* liberty."

The announcement of Bagnal's defeat, which reached Dublin next

day, gave to Loftus' archiepiscopal nerves a terrible shock, the like of

which he had never before experienced. And as for Gardiner, his legal

colleague, nothing could exceed his vexation. The former thought that,

' once more O'Keill would bring in Pope and Popery ;" while it now

occurred to the latter, that he would have to vacate his post of chief

justice for some of O'Neill's judges—mayhap an O'flagan, then justiciary

of Tvrone, and deeply versed in the Brehon Laws. It was a terrible crisis

for both, as will be seen by a few passages from their joint despatch, as

follows :

—

" The Leinster rebels (OTooles and O'Byrnes) being exceedingly in-

creased, are daily biu-ning and spoyling the country, having possessed

themselves of all the Queen's County called Leix, the rabble of them being

now, by this disaster, so encouraged that they do now, without control-

ment, what they list. A great part of the County Kildare they have

spoyled and burnt, and daily advertisements we have of their entrance

into the County Dublin, and of their purpose to make head even to this city,

to which, God knoweth, they may make an easy approach.

" "We have no means left us to help om-selves, and the remnant of

her Majesty's poor subjects here, only this—AVe beseech the Almighty

God to stir up the heart of our gracious sovereign, as at length she will

behold our miseries with the eyes of compassion."

Such was the situation of the city of Dublin at this momentous

period, when, had O'ls'eill been so disposed, he might have seized it, by

sending word to the O'Tooles and O'Pyi-nes to try their pikes on the seven

hundred pouchy burghers, " commissioned by the lords justices to stay the
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mountaineers." And, indeed, it would have been an easy victory for the

latter, since the " citizen soldiers," levied for the occasion, preserved bitter

traditions of Black ]\Ionday and CuUenswood, and had less heart than

Midriff. O'Xeill, however, for reasons best known to himself, spared

the metropolis, and thus balked the mountaineers, -who -^-ere only too

anxious to sack it, and, perhaps, lay violent hands onLoftus, whose burn-

ing of O'Hurley, archbishop of Cashel, -was still fi-esh in the people's

memory.

Mean-while, the O'Tooles and O'Byrnes had to look after their

harvests, and repair the damage their country sustained from the frequent

raids of the English troops. This gave them ample employment during

the remainder of the summer ; but did not prevent them from making

preparation to act in concert with O'Neill, whenever he might call on them

for aid.

A strong army mustered in England was to be landed on the Irish

shores, and the queen determined that the command should be given to

her prime favourite, Eobert, Earl of Essex, who was sworn lord deputy

15th April, 1599. The instructions given him by the queen charged

him to end the "rebellion" speedily, for she burned to retrieve the

disaster of the Yellow Ford, and get rid of O'Neill, Avith the least pos-

sible delay ; either by cutting him off, or forcing him to come to terms.

"The army with which Essex was to effect this," says the document

we have quoted, "was paid, furnished, and provided in other sort than

any king of this land hath done before ;" and with a powerful force at his

disposal" there could be little doubt that his diligence, faith, and wisdom

would realize ' the sovereign's hopes.' " The army and the people," con-

tinue the instructions, " are to be instructed and retained in the true

cxercice and service of God. The great infection of Popery is so spread

over the kingdom, as it is most true that even in time of peace (and within

the English Tale) multitudes of parishes have had neither incumbents nor

teachers ; and in the very good towns of assembly, not only is recusancy

allowed, but massings and idolatry winked at and tolerated. Call the

bishops and ecclesias'tical ministers to account for it."—(From the queen.)
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Then, again, he •was charged to keep a sharj) eye upon the Irish who
enlisted in the English I'anks, and, after a course of training, deserted to the

rebels rather than slay their o\ra blood and kindred.

" Our bands have continually filled up with Irishiy, in such sort as

commonly the third person in any one band hath not been English, and

the Irish have run away with their arms to the traitor. The Irish have

thus been enabled to withstand our forces, and even to besiege and take

from us our castles and forts."'

Touching 0'jS"eill, Essex was authorized to grant him the " royal

pardon," " xipon his ample submission;'' but if he refused that, "he was

to be taken in on such conditions as should be found good and necessary

for our honour and safety of the kingdom.''

Such was Essex's commission on coming to Ireland.

Immediately after his arrival, Essex drew iip a report on the state of

the country, which informs us that in the County of Dublin mountains

(that part which is now called Wicklow), the rebels O'Tooles and 'Byrnes,

with other septs, were in actual rebellion. Their strength five hundred,

whereof two hundred were horse, and that Ulster was all in revolt, while

little or no reliance could be placed on the Irish septs of Munster. The

army sent to quell the four proA^nces consisted of 16,000 foot and 2,000

horse, all choice troops that had seen service in the Spanish Netherlands.

With a division of this force, 7,000 foot and 900 horse, Essex proceeded

southwards, and was set upon by Eory O'Moore, one of O'JS'eill's

Leinster lieutenants, near Crosby Duffhell, where he lost 500 men, with

Captains Eoswell and Gardiner. Thenceforth, that narrow gap has been

called " Barnagleety," i.e., the pass of plumes or of feathers; because the

queen's horsemen were shorn of their finest plumes there.

After besieging Cahir, Essex marched to Limerick, and thence to

Askeaton, till he reached the neighbourhood of Waterford on the 21st

June, 1599. His journey home through "Wexford and Wicklow, and

his encounter with the " rebels " (as his secretary is pleased to call them),

is graphically described in a journal kept by that functionary as follows,

and styled.
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A JOUENAL OF THE LOUD LIEUTEXANT's mOCEEDINGS FEOil 22XD JUKE

TO 1st JULY, 1599.

22ncl Juuc, 1599.—"The army was brought from Stouey Bridge

(Co. Waterford) to the passage, whither the Lord Lieutenant commanded
all the boats of Waterford, Crosse, and Carricke to be gathered together

the next morning by break of day ; but the ferry being broad, the boats

not being gi-eat, and the carriages of the army being far greater than ever-

here-to-fore in the country, followed so few fighting men. His lordship

coming from "Waterford, where he had careful Ij' reviewed her Majesty's

magazines of victuals and munitions."

" The morrow after Midsummer day found most of his horse un-

passed, in regard whereof having lodged all his foot within half a

mile from Ballyhack, he went with two companies of horse to Tynterne,

a house of Sii- Thomas Cockley's, there expecting the passage of the

rest of the horsemen, and leaving behind him the marchal (^Bingham)

tu hasten them with all speed, which next morning was performed,

and in the 'ternoon, by his lordship's directions, they marched thi-ee or four

miles over against Tynterne, but more towards the heart of the country.''

" His lordship, in the meantime, being desirous to view all the coast

between Waterford and Wexford, hold his course by the sea-side, and

lodged that night at Balliugarre, a house belonging to Sir- James Devereux,

meeting the army next day at Bally Crenmau. where (whence) the follow-

ing day we marched to a ford which is betwixt it and Ferns. His lord-

ship employed the forenoon in viewing the state and strength of Enuis-

corthy, and the troops there in garrison, the afternoon in seeing the skirt

of the Duft'rys, the chief fastnesses of Douell Spauiaghe, who now pre-

tends of (sic) the Kavauaghs and the MacMurrough, which in the Irish

accounts is no less than king of Leiuster."

" His lordship also went (to) a ground lying betwixt luniscorthy

and this fastness, where the gamson not being before, had skirmishes with

Donell Spauiaghe, and upon the place examined the captains upon the
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cii'cumstances, and how they had carried themselves upou that skirmish.

Since our departure from that day vre saw not a rebel.''

" Being come to the Duffry, in the very edge of the wood, some of

them showed themselves without so much as giving us one alarm, though

that night we lodged within a quarter of a mile of them, and on the same

side of the ford. At Inniscorthy, and at this encamping, his lordship con-

ferred with the council at war, what course fi'om thence he should take, and

whether he should carry the garrison of Inniscorthy along with him or not

!

For the fii-st it was resolved that we should go to Ferns, and thence to Ai'c-

loughe. In regard to the ways through the Duffry, we were all splashed,

and the forces in a manner of all the Leinster rebels there assembled, against

all which we could not have opposed above 1,200 foot, the hurt and the sick

being excepted, who, if they had been above the difficulty had been farless,

but they were clogged with twice as many churls, horse-boys, and other like

imserviceable people, which of necessity were to be guarded by our troops.

Besides in all those quarters there lay no castle or fort of importance to be

taken in, nor prey to be gotten, theii- cattle being all in Phelim MacFeagh's

country. At Arcloe it was thought fitter to leave sick men and part of

our carriages, and with a light-running camp to attempt somewhat upon

the rebels, if we were not fought with all at our passage."

"The 29th day we marched to a place called Coalishall. In passing,

his lordship reviewed the Castle of Femes, which he conceived to be a

fitter place for a garrison than Enniscorthy, were it not for the want of a

navigable river did countervail the nearness of it to the rebels' fastness.

The day his lordship was advertized that the rebels the day following pro-

posed to fight with U5, the rather because they had two or three places

where they might with advantage attempt either on our vanguard or

rear-guard of foot, and where the horse could not serve them. Where-
fore, the next morning we marched in strongest order we could, and
to whet the rebels' courage and choler (avc beiug to pass through a

country called Kinsoles, which yealded maintenance to many of the

rebels' hired men), his lordship all day long burned both on his way and
on each side."
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"The first resistance was at a village at the right hand side, seated on

the skirt of a great wood, and flanked on both sides with two groves

of underwood. The village was burned without loss of a man. Four
miles short of Ai'cloe we saw our forces drawn down to the river's side,

which for half a mile together ran within a musket shot of our highway,

and over which there was a ford near to the sea, through which our guides

directed our carriages and footmen to pass, which the Lord Lieutenant

perceiving, he passed a deep ford with 100 English horse, and sent the

Earl of Ormond (who with his horse was passed at the further ford near

the sea-side) to second those and draw nearer the foot that were so dis-

orderly engaged. Captain Esmonde, the captain of 100 foot, was shot.

All our army was drawn over the ford towards the sea-side, which way
being heaA'y and deep was refused by the Lord Lieutenant, and another

chosen, which for one mile had some small passes in it where the rebels

offered skirmish to our troops, but to little purpose, for they kept so far

off that his lordship commanded our men to spare their powder.

"!Near the last pass the Lord Lieutenant placed an ambush of thii'ty

horse, commanding the army to march on, and he himself staying upon a

hill, a musket shot off, with the rear-guard of the horse, on which hill he

made show of as many coloured coats as they had seen before, and as many
horses, for with boys upon spare led horses, and hackneys, the number was

bujiplied. But the enemy fearing to come upon the champion, at the end

whereof was a great ascent, and yet at the top of this ascent two high hills

on either hand. His lurdship hastened to the top of these hills, and dis-

cerned the vanguard, with the Earl of Ormond and the Marshal (Biugham),

already advanced as far as Arcloe, and the rebel forces, eight hundred foot

and forty horse, marching to cut off our carriages and a wing of fifty or

sixty footmen. This was the fault of the guides who carried Ormond and

the Marshall hard by the sea-side, where they could not see the country,

nor be seen by their own wings. The Lord Lieutenant sent the sergeant-

major, then leading the rere-guard, for three hundred light foot and all

the horse, and in the meantime went with the Earl of Southampton to rescue

our men, who were about to be cut in pieces. The rebels stood on a bog>
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behind wliicli was a sliruLby wood which joined the sand hills. The Lord

Lieutenant sent all the gentlemen on horseback (excepting Sir Edward

Wyugefyld). with the Earl of Southampton, to the plain on the right hand

while he drew down the wings. When the rebels perceived the small

number of horse and foot, they came on with louder crys and more speed

than before. In this coming on, Captain Koach, an Irishman by birth,

who bad long served the French king, with a shot had his leg shivered,

and was straitway carried ofi'.

"But immediately the Earl of Southampton gave a charge with the

horse, so resolute, and so home, that he entered the woods so far as any

•way the bog would suffer him, Mr. Eobert Vernon, Captain Constable,

and Mr. Cox being all bogged and forced to quit their horses. Mr. Cox
received his death-wound ; Mr. Constable had two wounds ; and Mr.

Vernon, who had killed a leader, lay under his horse till Mr. Bellington

quitted his own horse to help him up.''

" Lord Morley's son, heir to the Baron of Mount Eagle, Mr. George

Manners, Mr-. Thomas Westes, Sii- Thomas Gcrmyu, Sir Alexander

Eat cliffe. Sir Thomas Egerton, Mr. Carew Eeynolds, and Mr Heydon,
served bravely."

" On the other side his lordship sent down Lieutenant Bushell to lead

a wing of shot, at the same instant when my lord of Southampton

charged, and to succour these he sent Ensign Constable. He was then

attacked by the rebels, but by tliat time he had gotten the foot to stand

firm, to keep order, to hear voices and speeches, for a poorer company

there could not have been lighted on in all the army. The rebels staying

for their gross to come up, gave our horsemen from the rear guard leisure

to approach. Thirty of the horse were sent to the Earl of Southampton.

Captain William Xorrey's corporal was ordered to charge Avith fifteen

horse, who were supported by fifteen others under a corporal of Sir

DaA'crs' company. Twenty musketeers flanked the company, going on, and

coming off of the horse. The rebels were put back, and being discouraged,

they made head the other \vay along the bog and wood against the Earl

Southampton, Avho repulsed them. Then came the Marshal (Bingham),
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with some more horse, Sir H. Poore, with 300 foot from the vanguard,

aud Captain Chamberlain with 200 from the rear guard. The rebels then

endeavoured to secure possession of the wood aud bog, but on the Sergeant

Major coming up with Sir H. Doccuray and all the ensigns of the rear-

guard, the rebels were forced to turn their backs in disorder, many

throwing away their arms, and some so amazed that they stuck in the bog

aud were overtaken and killed by our men."

"His lordship gave directions fur following in the chase, and then we

marched to Arcloe. The rebels' forces consisted of the Cavanaghs, the

Burns, aud the O'Tooles, and the O'Moores, of Leix, and all their

bonnaughts ; their leaders were :—Phelim MacFeagh O'Byrne, Phelim

M'Barnaby O'Toole, Donnell Spauaighe CaA'anagh, and MacKoury

C)'Moore. Our loss was not above one or two common soldiers, besides

Mr. Cox, and some wounded. The pursuit being ended (or more truthfully,

Ave haA'ing escaped) Phelim MacFeagh called to an Irishman and desired

him to tell the Lord Lieutenant that he himself craved leaA^e to come to

speak Avith him, Avith condition that he might have his lordship's word for

his safe return, and prayed the messenger to get him an ansAver. His

lordship's answer was that, if he sent to Arcloe for a passport only as a

repentant rebel to tender his absolute submission to her Majesty's serA^ant

aud minister, authorized by her ro\^al commission, he should have sent

such as a safe conduct, but if he sent in any other form, or for any other

purj^ose, he would execute the messenger, for he Avould not suffer his com-

mission to be dishouourod by treating Avith rebels."

*' Our quarter that night Avas at Arcloe, and the day following Ave

marched toAvards "WickloAV and encamped three miles short of it, right

against the place Avhere Sir Henry Harrington Avas overthroAVU. Thence

Ave held our direct course to Dubliu."

From the perusal of this journal of the Lord Lieutcuaut's secretary,

of his master's journey home through "Wexford and WieliloAV, in Avhich

Essex indulged in that vaiu pomp of spectacular display Avhich was

iuhereut in his nature, the reader Avill easily perceive that the O'Tooles,

O'Byrnes, and other Leinstcr chieftains Avcre no idle observers of his
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march tbrough their country, but were acting in concert with one another

and in harmony with the plans of O'Xeill. Theii- object here was to

harass the enemy on his march, to skirmish on his flanks, and to give battle

only when opportunity would be favourable, that their very small army,

as compared with tlie English hosts opposed to them, might not bo exposed

to a certain defeat. They were vastly inferior in number and armament,

having very few horse, and no artillery, and had only to trust to the

superioritv of their valour and courage to be able to withstand them at

all.

Theii- object in giving battle at this point, which they considered

favourable to their purpose, was, in the first place, to divide the English

forces, by intercepting them while crossing the river, aud cutting ofE

their rear-guard and forage wagons from the main body, and not succeed-

ing in this, they feigned a retreat, in order to induce the main body to

follow them into the bog and wood, where they could easily defeat them.

0^ving to the foresight aud prudence of Lord Southampton (which

"piTidence " in his case proved the better part of " valoui' ''), theii- tactics

were defeated, with very little loss, for although we have not the

Irish version of the battle, which, if we had, would be very apt to throw

a different light on it, but we may easily conclude that if mauy of the

Irish were killed or left wounded on the field, there would be a greater

flourish of trumpets from Essex's scribe in recording it.

He evidently is a recorder of events that does not stagger at trifles,

when ho says that the English lost only " one or two common soldiers,

besides ]\Ir. Coxe." This scarcely harmonizes with the account we find

later on, of the diminished and demoralized state of Essex's aj-my en its

arris'al in Dublin, nor did the queen consider that there was such great

results from this, or any other event of her deputy's march, and her cor-

respondence with Essex and the Irish Privy Council on the matter requires

no glossary, as she pretty plainly indicates her opinion of the whole of

tlicm.

As for that bit of bravado al»out Essex scorning or refusing to huld

parley with Phclim ]\JacFcagh O'Byruc, it was a bit of idle boasting.
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which, he repeated a short time after in the case of O'Keill, but had to

swallow his pomposity and sufier a severe reprimand on the strength of

it from the queen.

However, Essex was allowed to proceed on his march through

"VVicklow to Dublin without further molestation. We shall let him

explain for himseK how he felt after his journey and narrow escape from

the O'Tooles and the O'Bymes.

He writes to the Privy Council of England :

—

July 11th, 1599.—" In my last I sent by Greene from Wicklow,

I gave an account of the end of my journey through Munster and

Leinster, till which time till I came to Dublin, the care of the troops and

daily marches did take up all my time. To Dublin I brought an indis-

posed and distempered body, yet forced myself to spend the next morning

after my coming in council, where I both gave and demanded an account

of all that had passed during our separation, and conferred of our necessary

pro^isions against my going into the Ts'orth. Upon our breaking up

council I delivered myself to my physician, who had charge of me for three

days, though all the while I received and answered all letters from several

parts of the kingdom, and did my best to give contentment to private

suitors."

In the above we see very little of the style in which a successful

commander would be apt to address his soldiers after waging and winning

an engagement with the enemy. It looks more like Avhat we would term in

modern parlance, fi-aming an excuse for " lying up on sick report." And
the truth was, never was Lord Lieutenant so sick and M'cary of Ireland, as

Essex was, and indeed with good reason, for the highly disciplined and

excellently equipped army that accompanied him on his southern tour,

was, on its arrival in Dublin, utterly dispirited, and, owing to the guerilla

warfare it encountered, hardly fit to take the field in the Xorth. Evidently

the foretaste they got in Wexford and Wicklow Avas not of so palatable a

nature as to cause them to long for the more elaborate preparations O'lS'eill

was making for their advent thither.

" The poor men," wrote Essex, " that marched with me eight weeks
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together, be very weary and uufit for a new journey, and the horsemen

so divided that I cannot draw 300 to our aid."

^YithalO'Xeillmustbe met and defeated, such were the peremptory

commands of her Majesty, at the same time rebuking Essex for the loss of

time and men in his foolish southern journey, and Essex, plucking up heart

and courage, continues

:

" Yet as fast as I cau call the troops together—T will go—look on

yonder proud rebel, and if I find him on hard ground and in an open

country, though I should find him horse and foot—three for one—yet -will

I—by God's grace dislodge him, or put the council here to the trouble of

choosing a Lord Justice."

Fine j^hrases these, but dashed with melancholy, for Essex knew that

he had incurred the queen's displeasure. He goes on to write :

" The army looked with pity on him and itself in an action which was

likely to prove comfortless ; and Avoi'st of all, that the rebels would think it

time tohew upon a withering tree, whose leaves they see beaten down and the

branches in part cut off. miserable employment ! and more miserable

destiny of mine I that makes it impossible for me to please and serve her

Majesty at once !''

Little, indeed, was the queen affected by this burst of sentimentality.

She -wrote him thus :

"That his two monthes' joiumey hath brought in no rebel against whom
it had been worthy to have adventured a thousand men ; that Xorris,

President of Munster. with a comparatively small force, could have done

more ; and that O'Xcill had been pleased to see the royal army employed

against base rogues, who Avere not strengthened by foreign armies, but only

by his own offal. Little do you know how it hath blazed in foreign parts,

the defeat of regiments, the death of captains, and the loss of mcu of quality

iu every corner."

Deny it, Essex ! Deny it point blank ! and refer her majesty to your

journal, Avhere that veracious secretary of yours records your loss as " one

or two common soldiers, besides Mr. Coxc.''
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"We must now leave Essex for a little to chew the bitter cud of dis-

appointment over this letter of his royal mistress, while we explain to our

readers what the queen referred to in the latter portion of her letter,

wherein she writes of the " defeat of regiments " and " the death of

captains," a reference to which is also made by Essex's secretary, where

he mentions their encamping within three miles of TTicklow, " right

against the place where Sir Henry Harrington was overthrown."'

Camden tells us that on Essex's return to Dublin, after his ostentatious

parade to the south, having acted contrary to the orders he had received,

" his soldiers were wearied, sickly, and diminished (by more than a man
or two), whereby the queen, very ill-satisfied, and much troubled at the

expedition ;" but there was something more to ruffle the sweetness and

equanimity of that angelic temper of Elizabeth, when she received dis-

patches informing her that Sir Henry Harrington had been shamefully

beaten and put to flight by the united septs of the O'Tooles and O'Byrnes,

in the neighbourhood of Piathdrum, and that he himself had to fly to the

castle of Wicklow, whose blackened ruins still hang picturesquely over

the sea, and thence continued his frightened escapade to jS'ewcastle, the

seat of his seneschalship. Essex's journal barely alludes to this defeat

(as we have seen) ; but any diligent investigator of the State Papers can

easily bring to light all the original documents relating to this most

honourable episode in the history of the septs.

The account of this signal victory, -with the map or plan of location

of the battle, is best given by the lords of the Irish council, and in tlie

reports of some of the officers who had to bear the humiliation of defeat.

But, before submitting them to the reader, we must premise that O'Xeill

(soon after Essex had commenced his progress to the South) had sent

insti-uctions to Phelim and Eaymoud O'Byrne, the sons of Feagh 3Iae

Hugh, and to the O'Tooles, to waste the country down to the A'allcy of the

Lift'ey, as far as Dublin, as he himself was about to move towards the

northern frontier of the Pale. This done, they were to return to their

own country, and there to await his future instructions.
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THi: BATTLE OF EATHDEXIM, 29tH MAT, 1599.

About tliis time, Mar, 1599, Harrington was quartered in Wicklow

castle, with over one thousand men. officered by Loftus, the archbishop's

son, Montague, and others, who had a hand in the murder of Feagh Mac-

Hugh. That had akeady been well avenged ; but the united septs longed

for an opportunity to encounter on their own hills, in open fight, those

who were mainly instrumental in compassing one of the foulest enormities

recorded in Irish history, written as it has been with the sword's point

dipped in blood.

It was cause of sore grief to Harrington that the sons of the " old

cankered traitor " and their allies, the O'Tooles, should have been left in

possession of their glens ; and what was more, that they were able to

assist the O'Moores of Leix, nay, and harry the bawns of the "English

sure subjects" fromLiffey head to Dublin gates.

Then, again, might not this gallant captain consider himself entitled

to so pleasant a place as Glenmalure, and the sunny uplands of Greanan

(now written Greeuane), if he could point to the cutting off in some

encounter, the sons of those chieftains who a short time before lorded it

there, as '-The 0'B3Tne," and "The O'Toole ?''

Was it not worth risk of limb, nay, life itself, to make the experi-

ment, and win Essex's commendation, by achieving a feat which her

maje.^ty would be glad to reward with broad acres, and, perhaps, titles of

honour ? A volume of poems dedicated to the beauty and other equally

prominent attributes of "ye virgine queene," would not be half so

acceptable as the utter uprooting of these mountain " savages," whose

fierce inroads had so frequently scared the loyal inhabitants of the Irish

metropolis.

Harrington knew that many of O'Neill's Ulstermen were in the glen
;

but what were they in comparison with the well-equipped and thoroughly

disciplined force placed at his disposal by Essex ?

"\Ye have not been able to discover whether Harrington received direct

orders from the lord lieutenant to make this attack ; we are rather of opinion
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THE BATTLE OF EATHDEUM, 29tH MAY, 1599.

About this time, May, 1599, Harrington was quartered in "Wicklow

castle, with over one thousand men. officered by Loftus, the archbishop's

son, Montague, and others, who had a hand in the murder of Feagh Mac-

Hugh. That had already been well avenged ; but the united septs longed

for an opportunity to encounter on their own hills, in open fight, those

who were mainly instrumental in compassing one of the foulest enormities

recorded in Irish history, written as it has been with the sword's point

dipped in blood.

It was cause of sore grief to Harrington that the sons of the '' old

cankered traitor " and their allies, the O'Tooles, should have been left in

possession of their glcDS ; and what was more, that they were able to

assist the O'Moores of Leix, nay, and harry the bawns of the "English

sure subjects" fromLiffey head to Dublin gates.

Then, again, might not this gallant captain consider himself entitled

to so pleasant a place as Glenmalure, and the sunny uplands of Greanan

(now written Greeuane), if he could point to the cutting off in some

encounter, the sons of those chieftains who a short time before lorded it

there, as '• The O'Byrne," and " The O'Toole ?''

Was it not worth risk of limb, nay, life itself, to make the experi-

ment, and win Essex's commendation, by achieving a fi-at which her

majesty would be glad to reward with broad acres, and, perhaps, titles of

honour ? A volume of poems dedicated to the beauty and other equally

prominent attributes of " ye virgine queene," would not be half so

acceptable as the utter uprooting of these mountain " savages,'' whose

fierce inroads had so frequently scared the loyal inhabitants of the Irish

metropolis.

Harrington knew that many of O'Neill's TJlstermen were in the glen
;

but what were thcv in comparison M^ith the well-equipped and thoroughly

disciplined force placed at his disposal by Essex ?

We have not been able to discover tvhether Harrington received direct

orders from the lord lieutenant to make this attack ; we are rather of opinion
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that he did not, remembering that he ^as seneschal and government
captain of that part of the country, and as such could easily frame as good
an excuse for his predatory ^rarfare novr as ever he did before on similar

occasions. "When crowned -svith success, not likely his ardent zeal would
earn for him a reprimand from those to whom his good news would be a

boon indeed
;
and if not successful—but what use in supposing impossi-

bilities ?—succeed he must. We shall see how ?

On Monday, 2Sth May, 1599, Harrington marched from his garrison

at Wicklow to Eathdrum, with 500 foot and GO horse, and established a

camp on the evening of tlie same day near to the latter town. His object

was to force the passes into Glenmalure ; but next day, Phelim MacFeagh,
his brother, the O'Tooles, and the united septs crossed his path, routed him
with considerable loss, and pursued his flying columns to within a few
miles of Wickow town.

From the map and plan of this battle, made for the use of the Privy
Council, to be found amongst the State Papers, the English soldiers are

represented as running for their bare live;!, and the OTooles and the

O'Byrnes in hot pursuit of them till they came to the gates of 'Wicklow.
This picture, so disgraceful to the English, is to be found amongst Mr.
Gilbert's fac smiles, who alone has had the courage and the manhood to

bring it before the world, notwithstanding its being so distasteful and
galling to the English and the Protestants of the present day. It shows
the O'Byrnes coming down from Glenmalure, led by Phelim MacFeao-h
O'Byruc, and the O'Tooles coming down along the road from Glenmalure,
Glendalough, and Castlekevin, and driving the English before them, who
are represented running, helter-skelter, for bare life, to the shelter of Wick-
low castle.

At this coin-t martial, held by the lord lieutenant and privy council,

it was decreed that every tenth man should be shot for the cowardice

shown by the whole army in not fighting, and some of the officers, for

not compelling them to fight. "And as for Sir Henry Harrington, we
forbear passing sentence till we know her Majesty's will, as he is a pri^y
councillor."—(Essex.)
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This was a sore blow to tho day-dreams of Harrington, and all his

splendid visions were dissijiated into thin air, leaving in their stead the

bitter reality of dead officers and men, and the remnant left huddled

together, a scared and disorganized rabble.

The news of the affair reached the lords of the council speedily, and

on the 2nd June, 1599, they notified it to the English privy council, thus:

" Sir Henry Harrington being encamped near Eanelagh (the ancient

name of the countrv in and about Glenmalure), on the 2Sth of last month,

the rebel, Phelim ^MacFeagh, having drawn to a head a great force of his

own and other traitors at that instant, the 29th, set upon Sir Henry with
all their forces, and broke them with a lamentable slaughter of the most

part of the companies of foot, as will appear by his own letter, a double of

which we send to your lordship.'"

But the double must tell its own tale.

—

Sir Henry Harrington to the lord chancellor

:

"Mt good Lokd,—I cannot but with grief wi'ite to you of this

unfortunate day. Coming from our camp, within a mile and a half of the

great water (the Avonmore), returning to oui- garrison place, we were

hotly pursued by the traitors, whose forces were far stronger than ours.

Marching on our way we skirmished; but in the end they joined battle

with us, within a mile and a half of Wicklow, where most of our men
were lost. Many of our horsemen were sore hurt, and through the

cowardliness of our armed men, that never would once couch their pikes,

or offer to strike one stroke for their lives, do what our leaders could.

No captain lost, but Wardman Loftus hurt in the leg. No men could

serve better than his while one man was able to stand.

"My nephew (Montague) broke through the head of them (the

rebels), in which himself was struck in the side with a pike, and received

two blows of a sword, so that he got our main body breathing time
;
yet

thej- would not stand, but dispersed (ran away) ; then, with his horsemen,

went up to the colours, being ready to be taken by the enemy, and

brought them away.

"From Newcastle, this 29th May, 1599."
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To tliis letter Sir Geoffrey Fenton added the follo^-ing postscript

:

'' Captain Loftus is dead since this letter, of hnrts reeeived in the ,

overthrow."

Oh, Sir Henry ! You had a long ride of it from lijnelagh to In'oyt-

castle; but though the iieetness of your charger saved you from the pikes

of the O'Tooles and 0'P>yrnes, it could not shield you from the deputy's

indignation.

But before touching on that matter, we would fain present the reader

with another account of this defeat, written by one who took part in the

action

:

THE DECLAKAriOX OF riEIiS WALSH TOrCUING SIR HEXRY HARRIXGTON

GOING TO THE GRE.VT WATER.

"Upon Monday, the 28th !May, 1509, Sir H. Harrington, with forces

of horse and foot under his command, being 500 foot and 50 horse, did

set forward towards the great water near Rathdrum, to view the sconces

made by the rebels to stop the pas.sage of that river ; and after the watch

was set, the rebels played upon the camp, at what time Sir Henry

caused some of the forces to put the rebels' shot from their standing.

That night the rebel Phelim MacFeagh sent a messenger of his own, being

a rhymer, to pray Sir Henry to forbear doing of any hurt to him, and that

he would submit himself to the lord lieutenant. And the next morning

Sir Henry, upon intelligence received that the rebels were gathering into

a head too strong for him, he dislodged, and caused his carriages to march

towards Wicklow, and himself, with the forces, followed; and immediately

upon his removal, anotlier messenger came to him from the said traitor

Avith some message which tlie said Walsh knoweth not, biit, as he A-erily

believed, thinketh it was to feed Sir Henry Avith fair words until their

forces Avere j-eady to set upon him, as might be Avell gathered from the

sequel, for, within a short time after, the rebels, with their battle and

loose wings, came in and liegan to skirmish Avith the forces, Avhereupon

Captahi Adam Loftus, with his fool company, answered the skirmi-sh in

the rere of the battle, and foucht verv valiantlv for the space of three

72
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miles, the rest of tlie companies of foot yielding small help, bxit only

marching forward. The rebels perceiving that, did draw near with their

main battle, at what time Captain Adam Loftus. having then taken a horse,

with Captain Montague and the horse troop, charged the head of the

battle, and did pass through the same, in which charge Captain Adam
Loftus was thrust in the leg with a pike, whereof, and of some other hurt

afterwards received, he died ; immediately whereupon the rebels' battle

joined with ours, and by reason our armed men could not be drawn to turn

back, or to make a stand and to fight, a great part of the forces were
slain, and, as the said lieutenant doth gather, at the least the one-half did

miscamp, among which company Cajotain TTardman is lost and many
officers.

'•' The rebels continued the killing till they came within a half a mile

of "\^lcklow, and such of the forces as escaped got away, disordered, by

footmanship. leaving their arms behind them. All the captain's colours

were brought away by the horsemen and Captain Walshe. TMiat number

of soldiers that came oft and were not slain he knoweth not certain, for

that they took diA^erse ways for their safety."

With what different feelings the news of this gi-eat victory reached

the lord lieutenant, then in sore straits himself near Arcloe, and The

O'Xeill, making preparation in the north to give this same Essex a warm
reception whenever he could screw up his courage to go and obey the

behests of his royal mistress in subduing, at all hazards, the powerful Ulster

noble I

Commend us to Piers "Walsh for being able to mollify the disgrace of

this defeat by couching it in very temperate language. We must cer-

tainly give him every credit for his style. How much nicer it is to read

'• disordered by footmanship,'" than if one of our modern war correspon-

dents put it in his plainer style, '"that they ran away from the O'Tooles

and O'Byrnes as if the very fiends were after them ; and so much was the

craven fear in their hearts, that they threw away the very arms by which

they might have made a stand."'

And not alone in Ireland was the fame of this victory spread, because
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•vre have it from Elizabeth's letter to Essex (given earlier in these pages)

that it created a gi-eat sensation in foreign oourts, brought ridieule on the

arms of England, and hence her severe rebuke to Lord Essex.

"What, then, must the natural feelings of the brave sept of men be,

when, reclining on their arms and gazing about them, they could see

nought of that powerful array that, a few hours ago, was going to extir-

pate them to a man; now not a vestige left save the ghastly corpses of

those that perished in the fray; the munitions of war, the cump equipage,

the costly trappings, lying scattered aroimd; and ever and anon, in the

distance, the blue coat of some affrighted Britisher who, finding himself

not killed outright, plucked up the courage of despair, and displayed

one of those feats of " footmanship," by running like an affrighted hound

to the shelter of the walls of T^'icklow Castle.

The following is a description of this great battle by an Irishman

:

"On the arrival of Essex as lord lieutenant of Ireland, on the 15th

April, 1599, the attention of the latter was at once directed to the sons of

the celebrated Feagh MacHugh O'Byrne and the OTooles, and Sir Henry
Harrington, a vet<iran of thirty j'ears' standing, was stationed at the castle

of Wicklow, with a well-appointed force, detached from the splendid army

which Essex brought for the final conquest of Ireland. The Avonbeg,

running through a romantic valley of Glenmalure, falls into the Avonmore
below Castle Howard, forming the first meeting of the waters. About
four miles above this point, on the Avonmore, which flows through the

Tale of Clara, lying eastward of Glenmalure, is Eathdrum, and here was

a ford which formed the pass into the Eanelagh, from TS'icklow direction,

at about six miles distant from its stronghold. On the 28tli May, 1599,

Sir Henry Harrington, with about four hundred men, of whom sixty-eight

werc> horse, under the commaud of Captain ]\Iontagu(', a brave officer, Sir

Henry's nephew, marched from Wieklow, and encamped within a mile of

the ford of Avonmore. Plielim and his clansmen, instead of waiting to

defend the passage of the river, crossed over and reformed the camp
during the night. In the morning. Sir Henry having advanced with the

horse to reconnoitre, perceived the O'Byrnes and the O'Tooles advancing
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to attack liiin. Tlie memory of Grey and Glendalough appears to have

vividlv risen to his mind, and a retreat was at once ordered. The Irish

wore inferior, not onlv in appointments and discipline, but even in num-

ber, particularlv in cavah-y, of which they had only about a dozen. But

they had no idea of admitting their foes to retire so easily, and, pressing

forward, fiercely forced them to an engagement, and slew ' the greater

part.' Kone escaped but those who had been iwotected by the horse,

Avhich suffered severely in this perilous duty—Captain Montague himself,

as Sir Henrv says in his despatch, being ' stricken in the side with a

pike,' and having received 'two blowes of a sword'—and such as had

taken ' an opportunity to strip themselves not only of their weapons, but

clothes,' and 'got aAvay disordered by footmanship.' '' AVe shall let the

poet describe it in his OAvn poetic effusiun

:

'•By Avonbeg and Avonmore there's many a happy home.

On every side through Ranelagh the blight streams flash and foam.

And snow-white flocks roam far and wide through many a verdant glade,

Sure ne'er was land so wondrous fair by nature elsewhere made.

"And from each olden belfry still by time or foe unrent,

To prayer, far o'er hill and dale, the silvery summons sent;

And maidens fair as earth e'er saw amid these valleys dwell,

And Eanelagh's brave sons well know how to guard each treasure well.

'• Still proudly over Ballinacor O'Byrue's banner waves.

And all the " C'alliagh Eua's ''* power as erst defiant braves
;

And though heroic Foagh is gone, well can young Phelim wield

Tiie sword his sire triumphant waved o'er many a stricken field.

"Up. Glcnmulurc ! "With speed who doth so reckless ride?

Some news, perchance, of war and scathe he brings from Avon side I

Fcr "Wickinlo full long has flashed beneath each noontide sun,

^Vith helm and lance, and corslet bright, and spear and burnished gun.

'•' Qneen Elizabeth.
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'' Too true, red sign of war I Behold the beacon's signal light

Is answered by Feagh O'Toole with flame from evcrv neighbouring height

;

And down the hills and through the glens, as fleet as mountain roes,

The united clansmen rushing come to meet their Saxon foes.

" For Harrington from Wickinlo has marched lor Avou's ford,

And sworn to swoe]) o'er liauelagh with ruthless fire and sword

;

And all the clansineu's names, whate'er their sept or age,

To doom in his avenging hate to glut his soldiers' rage.

"• 'Tis morn, at close of joyous May, and high has climbed the sun.

But why a mile from Avon's ford still lingers Harrington ?

Armed stand his captains tried behind his marshalled men,

But why the gloom upon his brow as he gazes up the gleny

" He sees approach the allied clans, by gallant chieftains led,

In every hand a pike or brand—Prince Ph(3lim at their head.

And rapid as a mountain flood the fiery clansmen come

—

There's little time for trumpet's bray or roll of Saxon drum.

" Xo thought of their outnumbering foes—the thought of home and Feagh,

One tln-illing cheer, and fierce they dash upon the proud array !

There's clangour dire of steel on steel, there's clash of blade on si)ear ;

One volley's sped, and England's ranks have broke like frigliteucd deer I

"And in the M'ild and headlong fliglit away 's cast spear and gun.

Unlieeded is the bugler's call—the battle's lost and won.

And desperately for AVickinlo rush tliat disordered rout.

!Xor dares one panting fugitive e'en turn his face about.

'•AVhile in revenge fur gallant Feagh the victors urge the chase.

Until the castle closed its gates upon their fue"s disgrace
;

And many a polished morion and steel jack glittering lay,

As trophies for the victors, all along the corse-strewn Avay.
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" Aud but for gallant Montague's -well-inouuted cuii'asiers,

"Whose levelled lances sometimes cliecked the furious mountaineers

;

For Essex' martial vengeance, but few had 'scaped that day

Their vengeance who had madly wept above the bier of Feagb.

'' And now throughout all Eanelagh be joy and festive cheer,

The children may in safety play, the maidens have no fear

;

And long may princely Phelim bear the sword Feagh proudly bore,

And guard, as on that glorious day, the ford of Avonmore !"

Let us imagine how the victorious O'Byi-nes and O'Tooles, having

given thanks to tlieir God for the signal victory granted them, and seated

round the wassail-bowl that night, made the welkin ring with their jubila-

tions, while their bards held out somewhat like the following :

—

" Hark, the thunder of their meeting, hand meets hand, aud rough the

greeting

,

Hark, the crash of shield and brand, they mix, they mingle, band with

band.

Like two born commingling stags.

Wrestling on thi- mountain crags.

Intertwined—intertangled.

Mangled forehead meeting mangled.

See the wavering darkness through,

Plise the banner of Feagh Mac Hugh.

Close beside is thine, O'Toole ; noAV they stoop, now they reel.

Rise once more, and onward sail, like two falcons on one gale.

()h I ye clansmen past me dashing.

Like mountain torrents seaward rushing.

Tell the chiefs that from this height

Their chief of bards beholds the tight

;

That on their efforts he pours his spirit,

Marks their deeds and chants theii- merit,

Wliile the priesthood evermore, like him that ruled God's host of yore,

With arms outstretched, that God implore.



A..D. 1599.] AM) OTllEl; LEIXSTEU SEPTS. 407

Glory be to God on liigli I that shout ran up into the sky,

The plain lies bare, the smoke drifts by. Again the cry :
' They iiy !

they fly :

'

O'er thein standards, twenty-four.

Waved at morn—they wave no nioro."

We noM- retu)-n to Essex, whom we left in Dublin temporizing and

vacillating between the imperative instructions of his royal mistress and

the opinions of the Irish Privy Council regarding his march northwai-d

against O'Xeill. The council were against his going, and tlieir reluctance

for the task ofmeasiiring their strength with the gallant Ulster chieftain

was cvidentl}- shared by the lord lieutenant. This hesitation on tlieir

part drew from the queen another epistle in which she plainly gives them

a bit of her mind. We extract the following :

—

QUEEX ELIZABETU'S LETTEK TO THE IRISH PEIVY COUXCIL.

" Your letter doth rather deserve reproof than much answer.

You dissuade what must be done. You, the lieutenant, are following the

cxamjjles of the late deputies, Itussell aud Fitzwilliani. You of the

council have been the cause of that corruption in religion, by following

l)0])er3', and it was you who persuaded our lieutenant on his landiug to make

so long a journey into .Munster. Xow you frame new arginncnts to keep

our army out of the north, and thus increase the rebels' pride. ])u you

forget that within these seven days yon made a fresh demand of two

thousand men for this action, and now send ns tidings that this huge

charge must leave Tyrone untouched. ]f -we did not think you loyal,

but either some of you cannot foi'get your old i;(»odwill to that ti'aitor—or

else are insensible to all things save your own particulars.''

This goading spur put Essex in motion at last, and a few days after

its receipt, he marched from Dublin to Ardbraeken, where he lodged in

the Bishop of Meath's house on the 2Sth August, 1099. Three days

afterwards, his armv rendezvoused on the hill of Clvde, a short distance
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from Kells. aud there, after debating wbetlier it -was fit to place a garrison

in Breftny

—

"It was concluded that no garrison could be placed in any part of

Cavau, because of the difficulty of victualling such garrison, but chiefly

because O'Kcill was then with his forces in Faruey, and prepared to enter

the Pale, and burn and spoil to the gates of Dublin, as soon as the lord

lieutenant had gone up as high as Cavan.
'• September 2nd found Essex encamped between Eoberts and New-

castle, aud on the 3rd he mounted the hill of Ardolfe, to get a view of

0']S'eiirs army, tlien lodged a mile and a half off, but a river and a wood

intervened between him and them. Five hundred foot and some horse

being sent to escort fuel-gatherers in the valley, towards O'Xeill's quarters,

the latter sent some of his to empeach them, and offer skirmish, but after-

wards gave orders not to pass the ford. Xext day Essex marched to the hill

of Louth, aud encamped beyond the river towards Faruey, while O'lvcill

marched through the woods, and lodged in the next wood, Iceeping his

scouts in sight of the lord lieutenant.

"Here it was consulted what was to be done upon O'Xeill, and how

his fastness might bo entered; but it was concluded that the English were

not strong enough to attempt the Irish trenches, and that it Avas better to

have a strong garrison in Louth, or some castle thereabout, to offend the

bordering rebels. Essex, however, seeing that no fuel could be had in the

neighbourhood, a^ ould not adopt the suggestion.

"On the -jth of September, O'Xeill sent Ilcnry O'Hagan, constable of

Duugannon, and a man highly favoured aud trusted by him, to invite the

lord lieutenant to jiarley Avith him. This his Excellency refused, as he did

in 0'13yrne's case in Arcloe a fcAV months previously; but he toldO'IIagan

he Avould next morning be on the liill between both camps, and if he

choose to speak to him then he Mould be found at the head of his troops.

"Xcxt morning Essex dre\r out 2,UU0 foot aud oUO horse, on the first

great hill that gave him sight of O'Xeill, and then marched toA^-ards

another hill, on which O'Xeiirs guard of horse stood, Avhich ihey quitted

as the English ajiproached. It was now about three o'clock in the after-
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noou, aud a slight skirmish occurred betweeu the light horse of the opposing

forces, in which a French gcntleinuu of the lord lieutenaufs forces, and an

Englishman of Lord Southampton met some hurt. After this rencontre a

horseman of O'Neill's delivered this message :
' That his lord would

niuther fight nor draw fortli, but desired t" speak with his Excellency,

but not between the two armies.' Tiie latter then lodged 000 foot and 50

horse at Xiselrathy. half a mile from the hill of Louth, where there was a

square castle. This garrison was commanded by Sir Christoj^her St,

Lawrence.

''Next morning (the 7th) Essex set out for Drumconrath, but before

he had marched a mile, Henry O'Hagan came and told him that O'Xeill

desh-ed to speak with his Excellency, which, if his lordship agreed to, he

^\ould gallop about and meet him at the ford of Ballaclithe (Anaghclort, on

the Lagan), on the right of the road to Drumconrath. Essex then sent two

gentlemen with O'Hagan to view the ford, and they found O'Xeill there

;

but the waters were so far out, they, as they told him, thought it no fit

place to speak in; whereupon he groAV impatient, and said, 'Then shall I

despair ever to speak with him ;' aud at last he found in the ford a

place where, standing up to his horse's belly, he might be near enough

to be heard by Essex, though he kept to the hard ground. His Excel-

lency then drew a troop of horse to a hill above the ford, and seeing

O'Xeill there alone, his lordship went down alone, at whose coming

O'Xeill saluted the lord lieutenant, and they talked about half an hour

together, and then returned to their respective companies at the hills.

After this there was a second conference, at which six principal men from

both armies were present, O'Neill and his men standing in deep water,

while Essex, with his men, were on hard ground. It Avas then concluded

that there should be a meeting of commissioners next morning at the ford

near Fleming's castle. And so they parted, Essex returning to Drumcon-

rath, and O'Neill to his oavii camp.

"Next morning, Essex sent Sir "Waj-ham St. Ledger, Sir AVilliam

Warren, and his secretary, Sir Henry Walten, to the place of nieetiug.

O'Neill came himself to the parley, after sending into Fleming's castle
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four gontlomeu as pledjros for tliL' safety of the English comnussiouers.

It was thou agreed that there should be a cessation of arms for six weeks,

to be coutiuued for six weeks till I\Iay Day, or to be broken up on four-

teen days' warning. This being concluded (September 8tli). ou the 9th

Essex dispersed his army and went to Droglieda, and O'Xeill, with his

army, proceeded into the heart of his own country."

On the 17th the queen wrote to Essex that she was highly displeased

with his conduct, and rebuked him for having conversed with " the

traitor half an hour alone ; for," quoth her royal highness, " to trust such

a one upon his oath is to trust the devil upon his religion." Driven

to desperation by other passages in the same letter, the lord lieutenant

resolved to repair to the queen without license, by wbom he was cast into

the tower, and then tu the block.

rKLI-MlDII l"A TUATHAIL.

We must ask the pardon of our readers for having so long omitted

from these pages the name of the head of the Clan O'Toole, Phelim of

Powerscourt. TMiat has become of him ? Or how is it that his name does

not appear as partaking in those recent victories of the OTooles and

O'Byrnes. and the discomfiture of Sir H. Harrington ?

The truth is that Phelim is waxing old ; his nigh four-score years

arc telling on the old warrior, and he naturally leaves the more active

work to yo-auger, though not more ardent, spirits. Eighty Ion,' and event-

ful years have passed over him—years, not of peace and enjoyment, but

one unbroken scene of active Avarfare, either defending and protecting the

hearths and homos of his clan, or SAVooping down, Avith the terrors of re-

venge, upon the English of the Pale and the Dublin burgliers, making

them, by his grim reprisals, curse the day they ventm-ed to attack

O'Toole in his native glens.

Many a time during this troubled period did th2 fortunes of \v;ir

place Phelim in the hands of his enemies, securing for him the only

Castle hospitality the O'Tooles were in the habit of enjoying, namely, the
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•dee])est dungeon in its keep. On his last visit there he was condemned to

death, and according to the quaint statement in the State Papers of that

jieriod, ''He was saved by his book," whatever that may mean.

The closing scenes of his life of turmoil were not to be blessed by the

halo of peace. Bereft of his patrimony, his estates of Powerscourt and

Fercualan forfeited, and subsequently granted to him who had long

looked on them with covetous eyes ; himself attainted and outlawed in the

land and home of his fathers, he finally met his death, when taken at a

disadvantage, at the hands of this same usurper of his property, Marshal

Wingfield, by whom he was slain, and his hoary and venerable head sent

as a trophy to that not very mild sovereign. Queen Elizabeth, to gloat her

blood-thirsty eyes upon, in revenge for all the trouble he had given her

troops in Ireland.

The tradition -amongst the oldest of the inhabitants of Powerscourt

and Glencree of him is stated by Eugene O'Curry, in his Report of the

Ordnance Survey of Ireland (1837), on which that distinguished Irish

gcbolar was employed (and for which he was very badly remunerated).

AVhen engaged in taking a survey of Powerscourt he gives the following

particulars concerning that place (See O'Curry 's MS., E.I.A.)

:

" Near Powerscourt churchyard they sliow a little valley, which is

popularly known as the ' Killing Hollow.' This hollow is pointed out by

tradition as the place in which General Jacques "Wingfield beheaded Feagh

O'Toole in single but unequal combat. 'Begorra, sir,' says my informant,

' Feagh O'Toole was a brave soldier, and he used to hang every person

that could not say ' cu and maddir' {i.e., hound and dog) in the Irish

language on the top of that moate over there.* He never Avent out but

on horseback, and alwaj's with a steel bridle. He was often and often

Avatched and jiursued by General "Wiugtield, but M'ith little success, as

Feagh was too expert a horso and swordsman. At last, Feagh happened

to ride out one day with only a leather reins to his bridle. This his

* A primitive, but forcible, method employed by Pbelim. in order to discover

whether they were Eugliah spies or not.
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enemy sa\v. and makiiiii- a desperate attack ou liim. he succeeded iu cut-

ting aM-ay the leather reins, by -which Feagh's liorse became unmanageable

and threw him. and he fell a victim to his more cunning enemy, who cut

oft' his head and carried it to Queen Elizabeth, -who only re-^-arded him
with a smile and the shawl which she then happened to be wearing round

her neck. HoM-ever, iu the reign of James I., the family ("Wingfields)

got a gfaut of the entire property of the O'Tooles.' Thus far the tradition

by old George Burton and others.

"Such was the end {&..D. 1599) of Phelim O'Toole of Powerscourt,

the hero of a hundred battles, after sixty years of almost continuous war-

fare against the English.

" There is a rock in Glencree called by the name of Castle Toole, but

why. tlie people don't know.
'' "War Hill.—A battle Avas fought here betAvecn the English and the

O'Tooles. The killed were buried in a graveyard near the hill uoav so

called. Of the graveyard there is not at present a vestige but the name.

"In the townland of Lackendarragh is a cromleach in ruins, in which
is 3. horizontal stone, ten feet long, eight feet broad, ten feet high, and two

feet thick, and called ' Ived Donough,' or Denis, being a name long con-

tinued amongst the Clan O'Toole. They don't know why it is called by
that name.

"There is a hill iu the townland of Barronameal. which they call

'Kuoc Piiagh' (the Hill of the Iving). Xo tradition of the origiu of the

name exists. It is in the immediate vicinity of Powerscoiu't demense.

Could it be the Inauguration Stone of The O'Toole?
" Tliere is a very large moate here, called ' Eairy Moate.' Tradition

has it that it A\as here ou this moate that Feagh 0"Toole had his gallows

erected for hanging the Protestants (spies), as George Purton. au old and

poor Protestant of Auacriery, told me. This nu)ate I take to be eight or

nine feet high, and about a thousand yards in circumference.

"Tober jMoling (or St. MoldiugV "Well) lies some thirty perches on

the north-west of this moate. I'lic inhabitants here are cliictiy desccu-

duuts of the Cromwelliaus, or those of the Wiugfields. I can find onlv
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two families of tlie O'Tooles in this parish ; they are located in Glencree.

There is an eminence about a fourth of a mile south of Powerscourt
House, called the 'Dead ]\Iau's Bank,' in winch it is said that Feagh
O'Toole had buried those who had fallen in battle which occurred with
the English. At what time it is not known.

" About half a mile south of Powerscourt House, in the demesne,
lies the church of Churchtown, in ruins. The ruins consist of a line of

wall on the north side, extending from east to west, seventy-two feet,

forty-eight feet of which remain, varying in height from the level of the

ground to three feet and two feet thick. It is built in regular courses, of

moderately large and small stones and lime and sand mortar. There is a

bit of the foundation of the south-east angle of the eastern gable remain-
ing, and the line of south wall is sufficiently distinct, the foundation stones

having been all rooted up for sepultural purposes. The breadth of this

building was about eighteen feet, the eastern gable springing from the

brow of the precipice, and from the western protruded a small edifice, like

one mentioned at Killegar. It is twenty feet long and ton wide; the side

walls only remain, reduced to a height of three feet, and they are two
feet thick. The masonry and stones bespeak a remote, but not a rude,

antiquity. Probably this was the private chapel of The O'Toole.
" In the townland of Lackendarragh they show a place called ' Tlie

Churchyard,' but it does not retain the least vestige of either a church or

a churchyard, and some say that it was the place of sepulture of persons

killed in a battle fought between the O'Tooles and thj English troops

some three hundred years ago. This battle was fought on and about War
Hill, and between Turlough O'Toole and Lord Deputy St. Leger, in

Avhicli O'Toole was conquered, and had to submit to terms from Henry
Yin. The graveyard is immediately under the hill on the opposite side

of the river.

"George Durton, a poor Protestant, one of those avIio gave me (^Ir.

O'Curry) this information, was living at Poworscom-t in tlic year ISoT, an

old man of seventy-six years of age, but long since dead.

" The townland of Fassaroe lies north of Kilcroney, in the parish of
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Kilmapannope. Lehind tlie farmhouse of Mr. Stronge, near Justice

Craiiiptou's, stand the ruins of the Castle of Fassaroe (supposed to be

built and inhabited by The O'Toole previous to Powerscourt being built).

The south-west angle is built of cut stones, remaining unbroken to the

height of about twenty-eight feet in length of the western walls, and nine-

teen feet of the southern remain, varying to twenty feet in height. The

.springing of the arch over the hall is visible on the south side, with the

marks of the hurdles on which it was turned still in mortar, and several

recesses, with a loophole of fine cut stone, in the south wall, remain to be

seen all round.
'• There is a yew tree of considerable age growing behind the offices

to the west of these ruins. A little more than a furlong north-east is the

old castle. Immediately on the right-hand side of the road stands a very

old stone cross, loosely set in a rock, eleven feet in circumference at the

level of the ground, into which it is firmly fi.Ked, and one foot six inches

in diameter at top. On the north-east side of the pedestal a rude repre-

sentation of a face projects two inches from the surface, seven inches in

depth, and in form of a cross on the forehead. All traces of features are

obliterated by the action of the weather. Convenient is the holy water

font, sitting on a granite block, about two feet high and a foot square

;

also a baptismal font, twenty inches deep, two thick, and two feet in dia-

meter. The land in which the cross stands is known as St. Talery's, and

the well is called St. Talery's Well.

" It is evident from these tliat there must have been a chapel, and

more than probable a village, here in olden times."

We have thus given at length these notes from O'Curry, trusting

that they will tend to prove entertaining to those of our readers who have

been interested in the fortunes of the O'Tooles, and the decadence of the

fortunes of Phelim. One more note we give to show that the memory of

Phelim O'Toole is not only handed down by tradition, but also perpetuated,

if not in narble. like the ancient warriors, it is in stone.

Here O'Curry again writes :

" Fcagh O'Toole's head, in stone, is shown in one of the kitchens in
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the yard of the castle of Powerscourt House. It measures fourteen inches

from the lower part of tlie chin to the top of the forehead, and eight inches

across the forehead, and notwithstanding that the nose and mouth are

mutilated, anyone "vrho knows Daniel O'Conuell will immediately think of

him "when looking at i^.

"There is a quantity of armour, coats of mail, and hattleaxes, taken
from the O'Tooles and others, hanging in the hall of the present Powers-
court Castle ; also, it is said, the shawl which Elizabeth gave to Marshal
"Wingfield when he presented to her the head of the warrior-chieftain,

Phelim O'Toole.''

"VVe now take our leave of Phelim, leaving his disfigured trunk in an
obscure, but not dishonoured, grave. His end was not singular among
those chieftains of his race who went before him—death on the bloody
plain, with their faces to their foes, having been for generations, nay,

centuries, the normal mode of the O'Tooles leaving this world. Xot that

they coveted such an end ; far from it. Had they a choice they would
far prefer to die calmly surrounded by their clansmen, comforted by their

families, and solaced and fortified by the sacraments and rites of their

holy religion.

They had no alternative but to allow the hated stranger to despoil,

i-avish, and destroy, or, firmly grasping the battle-axe and sword, resist to

the death the marauding invader ; and even if they fought to the bitter

end, as so many of them did, the same God was present on the battlefield

as in the death-chamber, and ever ready to extend His mercy to the

penitent heart.

liefore we enter on that phase of this history which treats of the

confiscations (plain English, robberies) of the estates of the O'Tooles, let

us consider for a while what was the general state of Ireland about this

period; and, in order to do this, we invite the reader to go back to the

Earl of Essex, whom we left in sore straits.

Essex, who could not understand how his former infiucnces over

Elizabeth were all to fade away, returned to England, where he hoped,

by the exercise of those sycophantic flatteries he had so often tried with
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sucli signal success on ''ve beautifullc quecne." to re-establish himself in

lier favour. But the tide was turned ; his royal mistress v.ms tired of her

favourite and displeased Tvith her deputy, and as the road from her dis-

pleasure to the grave "was in those days short, sudden, and all down hill,

we find Essex, almost as soon as he an-ived, committed to the tower, and

shortly afterwards beheaded.

Lord Mount] oy was then sent over as lord deputy, with Sir G. Carew

to assist him. Worthy assistant to a worthy master I The hour in which

these two men were appointed to conduct the afEaii-s of Ireland was a

gloomy and fateful one for that unfortunate country ; for in that same

hour the cause of Ireland was. as far as it could be by the malignity of

human means, lost.

Immense resources were placed at their disposal ; new levies and

armaments were ordered and put against Ireland; but Moimtjoy and Carew

were worth all their levies. They were men of indomitable energy,

masters of subtlety, craft, and cunning ; utterly unscrupulous as to em-

I)loyment of means to an end ; cold-blooded, callous, cruel, and brutal,

they did their work by the wile of the serpent, not by the skill of the

soldier.

To split up the confederation of the Irish chieftains was an end

towards which they steadily laboured by means the most subtle and crafty,

and treacherv as base and bloody, as could be devised by human or in-

human ingenuitv ; and so it was that finally they worked the overthrow

of the Irish nation, and with it the Clan O'Toole and the other Leinster

septs.

It would take up more time and space than it is the province of this

historv to devote to it, to enter into the details of how O'Xeill. O'Bonnell.

and the other valiant septs rallied to the standard, to defend their country

in its final struggle, or to trace their discomfiture from the battle of Kin-

sale to the flight of the earls ; how the Irish were defeated and cajoled by

Mount] ov, until the star of Ireland appeared to have gone down for ever.

But though it ceased for that time to illumine the horizon, it rose again

and again; and though many a time since it has so apparently set forever
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as would cause any other nation on the face of the earth to throw up their

hands in despair, still, ever and anon, even as the powers of refraction

foreshadow the rising of the sun, so have we those brilliant scintillations

that prove to the trusting faithful Irish heart that the star of Erin was

but hidden in the obscurity and gloom of sectarian prejudice and effete

ascendancy, and that it is within the dispensation of an all-wise Providence,

that that self-same star will one day, by its effulgent brilliancy, dispel these

gloomy clouds, and, emerging from their midst bright and untarnished,

once more take its place among the nations of the earth. To us, Lord,

who have long witnessed the gloomy night of her sufferings, vouchsafe the

happiness of enjoying the morning of her rising !

No sooner did Mountjoy set foot in Ireland than he set to work to

subdue and annihilate the Irish septs. Having placed the province of

Munster under the blighting influence of Carew, he took Leinster into his

own immediate care, where he commenced his sinister operations on the

O'Tooles, O'Byrnes, O'Connors, and other septs. From his point of view,

Leinster was in a bad state, as appears from

REPORT OF FOYXES MORYSON, SECRETARY TO THE LORD DEPUTY MOUXTJOY.

"About this time (a.d. 1600) the rebels of Leinster were grown

strong. Feagh McPheagh breaking his protection (parole of honour), en-

tered into acts of hostility, and he, together with the O'Moores, the

O'Connors, O'Byrnes, O'Tooles, O'Kavanaghs, and Butlers, and the chief

names of Connaught, animated by the success of the Ulstcrmen, combined

together, and demanded to have the barbarous titles of and Mac,

together with lands they claimed, restored to them, in the meantime

spoiling the country on all sides. O'Xeill having sent word to Phelim

Mac Pheagh that they might make war on Leinster ; so that on his lord-

ship's (Mountjoy's) demand to be advertised of the state of Ireland, the

Privy Council drew the following statement of Leinster."'

REPORT OF THE VRTYY COrXCIL TO LORD DEPUTY MOrXTJOY.

" All the mountaineers were in actual rebellion ; Phelim Mac Pheagh

and his brother Edmond, with their sept of the name of O'Byrne, and
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Phelim McPheagh, with his sept of the O'Tooles, and that Walter Mac
Edraond, vith his gallowglasses, with his sept of the Mac Donnells.

" The only two castles, Newcastle and Wicklow, were held by

Sir Henry Hanington for the queen, and all the rest of the country con-

tinued loyal. The rebels there in numbers were 480 foot and 200 horse."

Mountjoy, on receipt of this report, was determined to destroy these

septs, once and for ever, and accordingly he began to make preparations

to carry out his nefarious designs ; but having before him some disastrous

examples of the unsalutary results of attacking the O'Tooles and O'Byrnes

in their native glens, he deemed it wisdom to proceed by a low, cunning

strategy, alike worthy of the meanness of the man's character, and unworthy

of the open, straightforward action of the soldier. It is recorded as fol-

lows, and may be styled :
" Lord Mountjoy's excursion to the glens of

Wicklow, Christmas bay, a.d. 1600."

REPORT OF LORD MOUXTJOY'S SECRETARY.

"Till this time the rebels of the mountains near Dublyn, called the

glynns, gave almost every night in the suburbs of Dublin annoyance.

"But the time when the insolency of some of them should be chastised

was now come. The O'Birnes having Phelim McFeagh, the chief of their

sept, after the death of Peagh Mac Hugh, inhabited the glynnes bordering

on the plains of Dublin,* extending some four or five miles that way, and

these being nearer than the 0'Tooles,t and other confederates, were most

insolent on the city and the council there residing, when the lord deputy

was far off in any service with horsemen. Xow his lordship proposed to

scom-ge them, and according to singular service did he keep liis counsel

from divulging, and so cunningly masked his intent as he came upon

them when they were most secure.

" It was confidently given out that his lordship meant presently to

undertake some service against the O'Moores of Leix and the O'Connors

of Ophalia, and to that purpose meant to lye with his household at Monas-

* A slight error in the topography. f Another mistake.
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tereven, a great house kept by a constable for the queen. Tea, to make
the matter more believed, he sent arras hangings and many provisions to

that house.

*'And now the forces having been refreshed, his lordship, the

twenty-two of December, being Monday, rode to Xaas, twelve miles dis-

tant from Dublyn, where the rendezvous was appointed that day for the

Leinster garrisons, for it was fit those bordering on the north should be

left strong. On Wednesday, his lordship sent most of his household

right forward to Monastereven, thirteen miles distant, but turns himself

with the rest of his servants and forces suddenly on the left, hand into the

glynns, and after a day and a night's tedious march, over steep mountains

covered with snow, he arrived on Thursday, being Christmas Day, at

Phelim Mac Pheagh his house, so suddenly that his wife and eldest sou

were taken, and himself hardly escaped at a back window and fled naked

into the woods, where he kept a cold Christmas, while my lord lived

plentifully in his house with such provisions as were made for him and

his bonnaghts and kerne to keep a merry Christmas.

"To vent his anger, he daily offered slight skirmishes upon advan-

tage, but his heart was nothing easier then, with being continually beaten.

His lordship, with the Queen's forces, lay in the country till about the

twelfth of January, 1601 ; in which his lordship spoyled and ransacked

the countries of Eanelagh and Cashey, swept away the most part of tlieir

cattle and goods, burned all their corn, and almost all their houses, leaving

almost nothing to relieve them ; establishing military camps—the one in

Wicklow, on the east side, not being able to come neare because a ship

with our tools and instruments, was beaten back by ill weather and could

not arrive in time ; the other at Tullogh, upon the West, so as they cuuld

not long hold from submitting or flying, being thus hedged in.

"This done, his lordship came to Monastereven.''

So far for the secretary's letter; but before he left he wrote a letter to

Sir G. Carew, and judging from the tone of it, he does not seem to have liad

very halcyon times of it during his sojourn in the glens; and reading be-

tween the lines of it, it is quite easy to perceive that during his forced visit
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there, though it may not have called forth that quality for which the Irish

were ever remarkable, viz., hospitality, it was unmistakable, anyway,

that he received a very warm, in fact, a " hot'' reception.

THE LORD DEPUTT MOUXTJOT'S LETTER TO SIR GEORGE CAREW.

" But because I resolve to leave strong garrison utterly to ruin (as

I have well begun) the Birnes and such of the Tooles as shall not show

themselves good subjects, and to draw myself towards Offaly for a pro-

secution there, I desire your lordship presently to cause one thou-

sand men you can spare me to di-aw to some place or places near

the borders from whence they shall speedily come when I shall send for

them, which I think will be very shortly. I think it fittest that of them

you send me Captain Greames, and, if possible, his company of

horse, for I find him so necessary an instrument for the War of Leinster,

which we have now on foot, that we may by no means spare him.

" I am absolutely denied my leave to return for England, though

with some better encouragement than they were wont to give me. While

I am here I will labour to dispatch the business, that I may be dispatched

from the country—from whence God send us a speedy deliverance, and to

meet merrilie in England.

"I protest I am as anxious of your success (in Munster) as I am of

my own (in Leinster). I have played the Lord of Misrule in these parts

this Christmas, and if the water had not besieged me, I had utterly

''ruined them ;" but I hope to leave them little better.

"(Signed) " MorxTJor.
" From the Camp among the

rocks and woods in these devils"

country, this First dav of .Tanuarv,

A.I.. 1601."

This letter tells us its own tale as to the malignant intent of the lord

deputy to crush for ever the clans of Leinster ; and we regret to have to

write that he was too successful, as they were never again able to effec-

tively give open battle to the English troops ; for we find 0' Byrne, iu a
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couple of months after, submitting, though O'Toole refused, and though

hunted from his castle of Kevin, \rhich was blown down by Mountjoj-'s

cannon, planted on the road opposite near Annamoe, where the ruins of it

still stand, a recording monument of the cruelty and ruthless barbarity of

its destroyer.

THE STATE PAPERS GI^T:: THE FOLLOWING EXTRACT FROM THE DEPUTY'S

LETTER :

" Phelim Mac Feagh having heard that others sped no better than he,

and yet are desirous to come in, their countries being spoiled, seeing no

hope to recover himself, hath made his submission and put in pledges.

So as he Donnell Spaynagh and Phelim O'Toole of Fartrie, and all there-

abouts being now qufet, we shall the more freely apply ourselves to ser-

vices of greater importance.
"(Signed) Mouxtjoy.

" Tredagh, 4th April, 1601."

We have no doubt that Feagh Mac Feagh O'Byme, and Feagh O'Toole

cave all the assistance they could to 0"Xeill and O'Donnell and the other

Irish chiefs in their battles in Munster, ending in the miserable fiasco of

Don Juan D'Aquilas at Kinsale, and that after undergoing unheard-of

toils and misery on the homeward march, they were well content to en-

deavour to live' peaceably, and strive, to some extent, to repair tbe ravages

that their country had suffered under the devastating influences of almost

cfditiuuous warfare ; and we find in a report of the lord deputy and

council in two years after, the following description given

:

LOPxD DErUTT MOrXT.TOT AND COrXCIL TO SECRETARY CECIL.

"In Leinster there is scarcely a Moore or a Connor to be heard of,

which sept, before his (Moimtjoy's; coming, would fight with the army,

and did put them hard to it, when it was at the greatest, in Essex's time,

" The Bvmes, Tooles, and Kavanaghs, and all the rest, continue good

subjects, and%carcc in all of Leinster is there a thief stirring, nor one

rebel.

"Dated 25th April, IGOo."
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No doubt but Mountjoy availed himself of this opporturiity of

" souuding his o-wn trumpet/' and standing well with the queen and privy

council of England ; he also knew that Elizabeth was conscious of her end

approaching, that she was sick and tired of the constant wars and repeated

discomfiture of her troops in Ireland, and that though for his own pur-

poses of aggrandizement he would have preferred to continue these

repressive measures to the end, he was more or less constrained to forego

liis repressive measures for a lull, and hence we find him entering into

parley with O'Neill and O'Donnell, and granting them such favourable

terms, as under the ordinary state of affairs they would never have re-

ceived.

Queen Elizabeth died this year (1603) a miserable death—a raving

lunatic—and was succeeded by James VI. of Scotland and I. of England,

son to the martyred Mary Queen of Scots, and first of the house of Stuart

on theEuslish throne.



THE CLAN O'TOOLE
iN'D OIHEB

LEINSTER SEPTS.

PAET FOURTH.

Conquered, but still unyielding, whilst their country, with the rest of Ireland, lay bleed-

ing like a corpse on the dissecling-table—The division of the spoil, the estates of

the O'Tooles, amongst the soldiers and follo-wers of Elizabeth and James I. The

beginning of landlordism in Ireland.—The inquisition which followed in order to

create titles to the forfeited estates.—The wars of Cromwell-—New distribution of

forfeited estates amongst his soldiers, undertakers, and adventurers.

The Irish had great hopes from the accession of James, and these

anticipations caused a great number of them to come forward and acknow-

ledge him ; but in any expectations they may have had, they were swiftly

and sadly disappointed by the action of the king; and we may here remark,

^Un passant,'' that no nation has had more bitter experience of the pro-

verbial truth of the remark: "There is no gratitude in the Stuarts,'' for

none of the subjects of Charles or James adhered so firmly to the royal

cause in after diiys, and history tells us how they were rewarded for their

pains.

'^c find in the State Papers of that day :

"In the first days of James L, the great majority of the Irish chiefs

made their submission, viz., liryan OTiOiu-ke, O'SuUivau (Beare), M'Guii-e,
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M'Mahoune, O'Reilly, and all the men of the north countrie, iu obedience.

In Connaught all is quiet, except O'Rourke is -vrith ]\Iountjoy in Dublin.''

On the following day Mountjoy writes to the Privy Council—" That

proclamation of his Majestic has been received with applause in the

countries of the submitted, which number all the late rebels except a few."

The O'Byrnes and Kavanaghs submitted, but not the O'Tooles.

It is easy to understand this superficial joy at the accession of James

I. So long had they suffered from the tyrannical persecutions of Elizabeth,

they naturally argued that any change must be for the better ; and they

could not expect to find in the son of that poor persecuted Mary of Scot-

land, who ought to have appreciated the warm sympathy Ireland gave

his mother, another persecutor of their faith and fatherland.

The trusting, hopeful Irish heart, too, from its very nature likes to

look at the bright side, and very little concessions on James's part at tliis

time would have established him in the grateful affection of the people.

But it was not so ordained, and so, after his accession, James found the

Irish in a state of gloom aud incertitude on all sides.

They may be compared to a strong man who, after a desperate and

exhausting struggle, is beaten down by brutal and superior force ; over-

powered and helpless, wounded and prostrate, he liei there powerless,

though not entirely 'reft of strength. So lay the hapless Irish nation

;

prostrate and fallen, yet unsubmitting and unsubdued, determined not to

yield, but yet too weak to rise.

The English power, on the other hand, was not without its sense of

exhaustion also. It had passed through an awful crisis, and had come out of

it victorious, it is true, but greatly by happy chance, and at best purchas-

ing that victory most dearly.

But by the " flight of the earls," O'Xeill and O'Donuell, Ireland

received the " coup dc grace,''' and from being like a wounded, weakened

man struck down, she became an inanimate corpse. As the wind filled

the sails of the departing carls, so fled the life-breath of this unhappy

country, and she was now ready for the dissccting-table, there to be cut
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up piecemeal and to be delivered to the greed}- vultures, the English

adventurers, who long looked forward for that reward, which iu the con-

fiscations and plantations of James, was noM- within their grasp.

ISTow commenced the wholesale robberies and divisions of the confis-

cated lands of the Irish chieftains amongst the needy followers of Elizabeth

and James.

TMiat made the disappointment of James's action towards the Irish

more keenly felt was that, apart from their expectations from him respect-

ing theii- estates and the exercise of their religion, the first acts of his

reign were calculated to encourage this illusion, for pardons were granted

to most of the Irish septs that had been in " rebellion " in his predecessor's

time, and many of them, after submitting themselves, had grants of their

estate by letters patent from the crown. Thus, on the 26th 1604,

Phelim O'Byrue had granted to him, pursuant to privy seal of loth Sept.,

1603:

"The town and lands of Corballie, Ballyknockiu, Greenane, a moiety

of Ballymore Eustace, etc.. etc., producing a rent of £100 old English

money, in lieu of divers Irish customs payable by the free tenants of said

territory of Rauelagh, in manner following : a good ox at ] 5s., and a hog

4s., and mutton at 2s. English money, in lieu of divers Irish customs,

cuttings, and casualties to the late Feagh Mac Hugh O'Byme belonging,

within said territory, all which were in the possession of the said Hugh,

late of Ballinacor, slain in rebellion, and under the king's bauds in right

of his crown."

As for Eaymond, Phelim's brother, he, too, had an ample grant of

the ancient territory :

"To hold to him his heirs and assigns for ever, " in cnpite^^' by the

20th part of a knight's fee and a rent of 20s. Sd ,
provided that neither

he nor his heii-s levied duties or customs according to the old Brehon

usage, under the penalty of double the vahie of the thing so exacted, or

£20, at the election of the crown.''

It may be supposed that the brothers avIki were thus repossessed of

the patrimony of Clan Eauelagh were well satisfied to forego all old rights
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excepted in the grants, provided they were allo-sved to till their paternal

acres, and enjoy their tenitories that had been so long the scenes of deso-

lation and bloodshed. Of fighting, and -^hat the world calls "glory,"

they had had enough, and we may safely presume that they longed for

repose, and placing implicit confidence in the royal signature, they looked

forward to the time when theii' children and childi'en's children, under

the safeguard of the crown, would hold their inheritance for ever.

And, indeed, it must be here acknowledged that they were not dis-

turbed during the reign of Eing James ; for, although he was an unscru-

pulous confiscator, the spoliation of Feagh's sons did not take place until

two years after James was laid in the gi'ave.

The O'Tooles were not so fortunate in their dealings with the new
order of things under James. Any legal parcl\ments that were to engage

the attention of the legal scribes at the Castle, were not with a view to

making grants confii-matory of their estates ; on the contrary, they were

kept busy in issuing their mandamuses for confiscation, or legalizing

wholesale robbery {i.e.), if it can be legalized. The O'Tooles of those

days seem to have been bad hands in the art of •' time-serving;" and had

these things occui-red in ooi- generation, we fear if they would be able to

take high honours in the modern accomplishment yclept " trimming."

They seem not to have learned, nor at least to have profited by the

parable of the oak and the willow. They did not, like the willow, bend

low before the storm and allow it to pass over ; but, following the

example of the oak, stood firm and erect, heads unbowed and limbs

unbending, never yielding to its fiercest blasts, until the rushing winds

of adversity, no longer to be withstood, tore them up from their native

soil by the roots, and laid them flat on the earth ; a complete wreck, it is

true, but still an undying example of that indomitable pluck, that even

though unfortunately adverse to their Avorldly interests, would not permit

them to pander to the stronger, but compelled them, as it were, to cry

" no surrender !" even to the last.

As was to be expected, therefore, the O'Tuoles were some of the first

tu feel the effects of their stubborn resistance and lack of elasticity, and the
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lands of ro-\verseourt M-erc handed over to Eichard Wingfield, whose uncle

had so long and so persistently coveted them, and who was the chief actor

in the unfair slaughter of the late owner, Phelira O'Tools, whose head he

presented to Queen Elizabeth, and in reward for which, as well as other

like deeds in the north, he now received from James a far more substantial

acknowledgment than the shawl, albeit it graced the shoulders of roj-alty,

that was given to his uncle by the good Queen Bess.

An inquisition taken Of^tober 27th, a. d. 1G03, sets forth that to

Eichard Wingfield, marshal of the king's forces, were demised

:

" The manor of Powerscourt, containing a ruinous castle, and all other

lands and possessions in the towns and fields of Powerscourt, Kilpeter,

Kilcoolyn, Beanagh-beg, Beanagh-mor, Onagh, Ballicoolie, Cookstown,

Teampulbeacan, Kiltagaran, Annacreve, E.ilmolyn, Ballinbrowe, Kiltegar,

and Monaster, and all other lands of the whole country of Feracualan,

containing in itself five miles in length and four in breadth, for the most

part mountain and stony ; all which is now, by the occasion of the war,

waste, and by the natural infertility of the country, very barren, late the

possession of Brian and Phelim O'Toole of Powerscourt, deceased, and

come unto the crown as well by escheat as forfeited by the said Brian and

Phelim O'Toole and their heirs ; to hold for twenty-one years, at a rent of

£6 Irish and one knight's fee."

Now, touching Sii- Eichard Wingfield, already mentioned in these

pages, we may add that Elizabeth appointed him marshal of her forces in

Ireland, a.d. IGOO; that he was present at the siege of Kinsale in the

next year, when he signed the articles of capitulation between Lord

Mount] oy and Don Juan D'Aquila, general of the Spanish expedition. On
lung James's accession Wingfield was reappointed marshal. In 1608

he assisted in the repression of O'Doherty's rebellion, and in 1G09, as

rcAvard of signal services, the king granted him and his heirs, for ever,

the whole territorj' of Fercualan. In IGlOhe had a further grant of the

castle and lauds of Benburb, in the county of Tyrone, containing 2,000

acres, at the rent of £1G per annum, from Easter, lGl-1 ; and in the plan-

tation of Wexford, many lands, erected unto the manor of Wingfield, were
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granted to liim, with SCO acres fur a demesne. In 161S he was raised to

the dignity of Tiscount Powerscourt. and dying without issue (lG3-i) the

title became extinct, and the estate devolved to his cousin, Sir Edward
Wingfield. In 1CG5 the viscounty was revived, and, on the death of its

holder in 1717, the peerage expired until 1743, when Eichard "Wingfield

of Powerscourt was elevated to that dignity by the titles of Baron Wing-
field and Viscount Powerscourt. The present noble proprietor of Fera-

cualan descends fiom the second Eichard.

Further on in the State Papers we find, under the head of

POWERSCOUET :

"All the lands granted to him {i.e.. Sir Eichard Wingfield) on the

27th October, as in Patent Eoll 1st of James I., part 2nd, to hold for

ever, as of the Castle of Dublyn, in common soccage, at the rent, and for

a fine of £12, by virtue of the commission for remedy of defective titles,

29th June, 7th James T., a.d. IGIO."

And by this title it is held by the Wingfield family to the present

day, but not without protest.

The next part of the O'Toole property to be confiscated was Kil-

makonock, in Glengap (now Glen of the Downs), which was given to one

Sir Henry Broncor, knight, as we see by the same Patent EoUs of James I.

:

"Grant of lands from the king to Sir- Henry Broncor, knight, Lord

President of Munster (amongst others), in Dublyn (now Wicklow), all the

lauds of Darbie O'Toole, otherwise !MacTeigc OToole of Kilmakenock, in

Glengap, attainted, with all their appurtenances, namely, one-fourth of

Elmakenock, Coalmore, Cooleknight. Ballycoaghe. and the one-eighth of

Ballyhoonic. Kuocknicoraglii'an, Tomiueboly, and Enockbolyeghoge, witli

some parcels of wood, known by the name of the old portions of said

Darbie in and about Xilmakeuock."

This property was a portion of the Powerscourt estate, and, as such,

belonged to Turlough O'Toole. who let it to a junior branch of the family

^

as Avc shall sec when we come to the Inquisitions.
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Another portion of Eilmakenock came to Sir Thomas Chichester,

knight, as we read in the same State Papers

:

" Eilmakenock and Glen Cormack, Coolemore and Glenmore in Glen-

cap, formerly in the possession of Diarmid Fitzedmond O'Toole, attainted

;

Coolesharghmore,* late in possession of Terence, alias Turlough MacShane

O'Toole, attainted, to Sir Thomas Chichester, knight."

Again: "Of the fourteenth part of Glenmore, Glencormack, and Kil-

veiirh, and of another one-eighth part of Ballyhyne, Toomabooly, Knock-

booly, Knockboolyeghoghe, and Knocknabegh, estimated at 14 acres arable

pasture and wood ; said measure in said county valued about the imposi-

tion aforesaid at ten shillings. All of which lands of said Diarmid O'Toole

being now uncultivated, were claimed by James Wolverton of Stillorgan,

gent., by right of mortgage."

Again: "Grant to Anthony Broughton of Dublyn, yeoman: In Eil-

makenock, arable fifteen acres, lying from the parcel of the land called

the Eill to the hill called Foabegg ; arable four acres in said land called

Denaclev, in the town of Coolmore; arable eight acres in said town, called

Feenencargen ; arable four acres in said town called in the half of Money-

Allen; arable four acres in said towiij called Coolkeight ; arable four acres

in the old town, called of Ballygrage ; arable four acres, called Farens-

Credrivigh, containing arable four acres ; the one-eighth part of Ballyhume,

containing arable ten acres, in Eilmakenock ; in Ballygoage road, two

acres ; two acres in Coolemore wood ; four acres, called the half of Car-

rickaghrin, and two acres, called Coolkeight, in Eive ; the fourth part of

Eishinmore, containing, wood, two acres, and common of pasture to said

lands. Eent, fifteen shillings.

"All which, beside arable twenty-four acres, and wood six acres, in

Eilmakenock, formerly granted in fee-farm to Turlough O'Byrnc, are the

estate of Ferrogh MacTurlough O'Toole, and now in possession of Darbie

MacToidie O'Tuolc of Eilmakenock, and his mother, lying at Gleugap."

Thus was Eilmakenock sliced up into three parts.
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It will be as well to place here as elsewhere the proclamation of

amnesty usually granted on the accession of the new monarch. James I.,

on his ascending the throne, granted pardons,* among others, to the fol-

lowing members of the Clan O'Toole, who had been at war with Elizabeth,

and who were fortunate enough to survive, not only the chances of the

battlefield, but the many treacherous and deeply-laid plots for their ex-

tinction, devised and carried out by that blood-thirsty queen and her

interested lords deputy and advisers.

"Peace being proclaimed, they escaped fi'om the slaughter." •

LIST OF PAEDOXS FROM PATENT ROLL, JAMES I.

" General pardon to Turlough O'Toole of Powerscourt, gent. ; Cahir

O'Toole of Ballyhubbock, gent.; Dermot MacPhelim O'Toole of Imalley;

Phelim MacButler O'Toole of same place, yeoman; Edmon MacMelaghlin

O'Toole of Kilmakenock.
" General pardon to Phelim MacPeagh O'Byme of Ballinacorre,

gent. ; Dermot MacCahir O'Toole of Ballinacorre, Shane MacGerrot Mac
Teige O'Toole of same place, Donagh MacTibbot O'Toole of same place,

Phelim MacArt O'Toole of same place, gent."

These latter were immediately associated with Feagh MacHugh
O'Byrne, and their descendants are to be found in the neighbourhood still.

" General pardon to Phelim O'Toole of Castle Kevin, in county Dub-

lin (now Wicklow), gent. ; Donogh (Denis) O'Toole of same place, gent.

;

Dermott MacCahir O'Toole of Leitrim, gent.

" General pardon to Edward Dufte MacGillpatrick O'Toole of Kildare.

" General pardon to James Wolverton of Stillorgan, gent., and

Edward Eoe O'Toole of Ballynorvane ; Pat O'Toole of same phice, Sinlia

MacDalton O'Toole of Behavegh, Edmond O'Toole of C'ornone, Tibbot

O'Toole of Ballymane.

" General pardon to Gerald Fitzpatrick O'Toole of Sanante, Alexander

O'Toole of Carrigroe, and Gerald O'Toole of Kilmarrie; Shane MacTerloe

* These iJardons only spared their lires, but did not restore to them tlieir estates.



A.D. IGIO.J AND OTHER LEINSTEE SErXS. 431

O'Toole of Coylvadrie, in Omaile; Edmond MacLaghlan 0' Toole of Kil-

makenock, Art O'Toole of Keskeninore, Belliaacorre (mor) ; Art O'Toole

of Tyrone county, Patrick Madder O'Toole of Armagh, Tibbot O'Toole of

Ballymane, Darbie O'Toole, otherwise MacTeige O'Toole, of Kilmakenock,

in Clangap ; Herbert MacTeige O'Toole, Edward Beg O'Toole of Meath,

Donat MacArt O'Toole of Anaherry, Patrick MacBane MacTuiiough

O'Toole of Carrickmacmagh."

Our principal object in thus submitting to our readers the names of

those pardoned is simply to hand down to posterity, and in an especial

manner to their descendants, who still inhabit these valleys of Wicklow,

and others who have gone forth from thence to fight out the battle of life

amid busier scenes and less peaceful surroundings, to show them, from this

and similar "Rolls of Honour," what manner of men their forefathers

were—what noble struggles, under such overwhelming odds, they made

from reign to reign, and from one generation to another, to preserve the

homesteads that gave them birth, and their holy religion, that gave

them succour. The names on this roll are those of the descendants of

other O'Tooles who figui-ed in former similar documents in earlier reigns

;

but we miss from among them many a familiar name that figured in the

previous history of the clan ; but the Inquisition taken about this time

will account for many of them, as showing how they met their deaths, as

many of their ancestors did before them, with good sword in hand and

then- faces to the Saxon foe, in defence of faith and fatherland.

THE INQUISITIONS

Were of two kinds: ^^ j^^^^ ???orifew " and "attainder." The inquisitions

prst mortem are the more numerous in the reigns of Elizabeth, James I.,

Charles L, and Charles IL There were a few in the time of Henry YIIl.

Thoy ceased to be made soon after the restoration of Charles IL, when the

feudal tenures were abolished by Act of Parliament.

The inquisitions of attainder extend to the time of "William III.

The inquisitions j)ost mortem were taken under commission directed
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to the escheators of each province, and others, joined with them by oath

of jury. What lands any persons died seized of, by what rents and services

the same were held, and who was the next heir ; his age ; by the right of

the crown to escheat, or wardship, was ascertained.

Inquisitions of attainder were generally taken under commission to

commissioners in the several counties, to show whether anj- person was

attainted, in which case his lands and property were seized into the

king's hands.

This may be looked upon as the technical definition of inquisitions

;

but, stripped of the legal garbage, and standing forth in their own down-

right dishonest prominence, they were purely and simply machines,

invented and worked by the Castle gang, for the purpose of finding out

if, by any possibility, or previous lack of vigilance on the part of the

hungry adventurers of the English court, the estates of any of the Irish

chieftains (forfeited by rebellion) remained in their possession. They

were to be then and there deprived thereof.

Now, although there was very little chance of a chieftain who had

made a stand for his rights {i.c.^ in their phraseologj-, "forfeited by re-

bellion") having hitherto escaped these vultures, yet, to provide for such

emergency, here was a concise and simple method, not obscured by any of

those mystifying clauses that render a modern Act of Parliament so diffi-

cult to be understood; but here "he who runs may read," or, just as

simple, "he who discovered such estates may keep them for himself," and

thus establish for such discoverers, as well as for those who were already in

the possession of robbed properties, a solid legal title upon which they

could in future hold them by giving a small sum to the government.

Even at this distance of time we can easily look back and imagine

for ourselves the ''modus operandi"—the jurors summoned in the first

instance; the impression that would naturally be made upon the minds of

those sons of nature, primitive in their ideas, fearless and brave in the

field, but no match for their enemies in the finesse and chicaneries of the

quasi-legal chamber, would be that their bereft estates were about to be

restored to them. How the witnesses would, with that pride of clanship,



A.D. 1604.] AND OTHEE LEINSTER SEPTS. 433

expatiate on the pedigree of their chieftain, give all the particulars of his

former glory, his immense possessions, his prowess in the field, when and

where his arms were victorious ! And they could not set an Irish witness on

a theme in which he was or could be more eloquent than in gi ving them

a full and poetical description of all those particulars which, uufortunately

for himself, in place of doing him any service, were literally cutting the

very ground from beneath his feet.

Then, when the witnesses were squeezed dry, and all the inforination

they could procure from them duly recorded, the rest was plain sailing

;

nor did the escheators (robbars is more easily writtea, and of better appli-

cation) delay long in makiag out their "proces-verbal," transferring the

properties of the Irish chiefs and nobles to themselves. Beautiful si npli-

city of the land laws of those days ! Confounding complexity surrounds

those same land laws when the most trivial amelioration towards the

harassed tenant is attempted in modern times ! But they did things more

rough and ready, though not less surely in those days.

Thus did the confiscations by the jDrocess of inquisition proceed among
the clans of Ireland, of which those of the O'Tooles may serve as indica-

tive examples of tde rest, and of these the first we will give is that of

Powerscourt and Castle Kevin, as it goes back to the timo of the eighth

Ileury for its English title.

"WiCKLOW, 21st April, 1G3G.

" King Henry VIII. was seized in his demesne, in right of his crown,

of the whole territory of the Feartry (Yartry) el Ferter, in county of

Wicklow, and of the castles, towns, and lauds of Castle Kevin, Tomrelan,

Tomedaragh, Leytrem, Ballynamiuc, MoUenurnigg, Bolltavay, Glasscn-

moUen, Coolecroonoek, Tullaghgoncy, Bolekavaue, Bolen-in-abege, Bolena-

corbeg, Eahoney, Ashtown, Downmor, Carrickcor, Kuockrahcubeg, Lug-

gelagh, Corhoyte, Boylcnrath, and Ballygeogegh, lying and being within

the said territory and county called Feartry el Fertir. The said king

being so seized, Turlough O'Toole, and his brother, Art O'Toole. preferred

a petition to the said King Ileury YIIL, the tenur whereof followcth, viz.

:

20
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'•'First. The said Tnrlough humbly desireth of his ^Majesty to have a

certain territory of land, called Feracualan, which his ancestors had till

they -were expulsed by the Earls of Kildare.
'•' That the said territory coutaiueth in length from Barnecullen by the

east and south, and Glass-syn-muckee to Pallcollen, by west, the "Wind-

gates, viz., five miles, and four in breadth, being the most part mountain,

wood, and rocks, and the other part good and fertile lands.

"Within the said territory were certain villages and crags of old

tyine. being now desolate, except only Powerscourt, Kilcollen, Beanagh-

beg, Beanaghmor, The Ouenagli, Ballycortie, Temjileragan, Killygornane,

Cokestown, Anacrenyn, E'ilmocliuky, Ballybroomc, Killegar, and The

Manister. The said Turlough to have the premises divided between him

and his sequele, as shall be thought meet by such as shall be appointed by

the king, and after, by division made, every partic to have letters patents

of their portion. The said Turlough to hold the whole by knight's

service.

" The said Art O'Toole's petition is to have, after the like form, the

manor of Castlekevin, with the lands in the Fertyr of the king's gift,

reserving yearly five marks to the Archbishop of Dublin and his successor,

and all the said gifts to be ratified by an Act of Parliament.

"The said Turlough to hold his lands by one wh'dc knight's fee and

five marks rent.

"His brother, in like manner. Item—That he put one of his best

sons for pledge.

"After which the said King Henry directed his letter unto the then

deputy, the tenor whereof followeth in the original :

"The said Art, by virtue of the said letters patent, Avris seized in

his demesne of fee-tail to him and themalo heirs of his liody. the reversion

in tho erown, of all and singular the premises al)ovo-menti(ined. The said

Art being so seized, died. Luke Avas his son and heir, and after the

death of his father, entered into all and singular the premises, andtliereof

seized and died seized. Barnaby O'Ttiolo was son and heir of liis body,

and after the death of his father entered into the premises.
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" The said Barnaby being so seized, did falsely and traitorously sup-

port divers of the enemies and rebels of the late Queen Elizabeth, in the

year 1590, together with Feagh Mac Hugh O'Byi-ne (who married the said

Barnaby's sister) and other notorious rebels, at Fananerin, in tlie county

aforesaid, and entered into actual rebellion in aid of the said Feagh Mac
Hugh O'Byme. He died the 17th day of January, 1596."

This is a sample of the manufacture of titles to which the English

had recourse to give their nefarious projects a semblance of legality.

When the Irish disputed the rights and titles of these newly-constituted

owners (the first step in the establishment of the curse of Ireland to the

present day> viz., landlordism)^ they were told that thoir lands were

claimed by virtue of their rebellion and the attainder of their chieftains.

The people argued "per contra," that they were guilty of no rebellion

;

that what was so designated by interested adventurers, was the taking up

arms to defend their homesteads against the predatory incursions of

robbers and cattle-lifters, and that their title based on this head was

worthless and not to be recognized.

We trust that we may not be deemed too prolix in this digression

upon the first implanting of landlordism among us. and we shall now pro-

ceed with the inquisitions, commencing with that taken at Newtownmount-

kennedv, on the 16th March, 1610, by Mr. Commissioner Eeadc and a

jnry of twelve simple countrymen, amongst Avhom was Cahir O'Toolc, of

Ivilmackenock, who, no doubt, thought that when his own right and

title to these lands would be examined, his interests would be respected.

Need we say, in this he was doomed to grievous disappointment. He
had been paying the Castle authorities £.'?0 a year since the attainder m'us

passed on him, and Dcrmot £5, as is laid do-«-n in the State; Papers for

the period.

Original. Tijaxslation.

Xov. Castr. Magenagan. Newtownmoimtkcnnedy,

10 Mar.,^lG10. IGth March, 1610.

" Fcf dnical' maiicr dc Powers- " The lauds of the lordship of the

court extendit se in vil de Powers- manor of Powerscourt, include the
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court pd. Kiluiullcn, Killpeeter, Kill-

colra, Beuaghbeg, Bsiiagh.more,

O^vneagh, Ballycortell, Temple-

began, Eillgarran, Cookesto-«'n,

Auacrempe, Ballynebrowe, Zille-

gar, le Manistee, Lackendarragh,

Bariicmcare, le Cronye, Ballyne'

gheughe, Ballynecahill, et le Parke,

qu' pmiss sunt pcell' ter' dnicat

manor de Powerscourt, pd Oea mes

ter et ten' de Xillcolm.

'• Lackendarragh, Barnemeara, le

Crompe, et Ballynegonoghe sunt in

possession divers p'sonas, p conven-

con fact inter eos et Phelim O'Toole

nup domiue diet maaer de Powers-

court.

"Vil et ter Benagbmore, EjII-

garran, et le Partre sunt in posses-

sion, Patric McMurrogb, Cabir

McHugb, Donogh McWalter, Philip

]\IcShanc, Derniit McMurrough,

Terence Boye, et Malionic Boyc,

p. convenciou fact inter cos et pd

Pheliin O'Toole, nup, dominu diet

maucr de Powerscom't.

" Ora, mes, et ter et bercdit in

Templebegan et le Manister, pd

sunt pcell ter dnical pd et sunt in

possession Donald Ballagh, Mans

Boyc, Edm. McSbane, Gerrald

!McShane, Terrence Baine, Mauce

Duffc, ct Terence ]\IcGilpadric, Ca-

hir McGerrald et Donald JMcGilpa-

villageof Powerscourt aforesaid, Kil-

muUen, Killperter, K!ilcollm,Bonagb-

beg, Benaghmore, Owneagh, Bally-

cortell, Templebegan, Killgarran,

Cookestown, Anycrempe, Ballyne-

browe, Killegar, le Manister, Lack-

endarragh, Barnemeare, le Cronye,

Ballynegewghe, Ballynecahill, and

le Parke, which premises arc por-

tions of the manorial lands of the

manor of Powerscourt aforesaid.

" All those messuages, lands, and

tenements of Killcolm, Lackendar-

ragh, Barnemeara, le Crompe, and

Ballynegewghe, are in possession of

divers persons, by agreement made
between them and Phelim O'Toole,

late said lord of the manor of

Powerscourt.

"The villages and lands of Be-

naghmore, Kilgarran, and le Parke,

are in the possession of Patrick

M-Murrogh ; Cahir M'Hugh, Don-

nogh M 'Walter, Philip M 'Shane,

Dermot M'Murrogh, Terence Boye,

and Mahowney Boye, by agreement

made between tliem and Phelim

O'Toole aforesaid, late lord of said

manor of Powerscourt.

"All those, the messuages, and

lands, tenements, and hereditaments

in Templebegan, and le Manister,

aforesaid, arc in the possession cf

Donald Ballagh, Maur Boye, Edm.
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dric, "vdrtute couvencion fact inter

eos et pd Phelim O'Toole, Donald

Ballagh, Maur Boyc, ton yigorc an-

tedicl convciicion p solicicoii annu-

atem diet Phelomy £C argent cur-

rent monet Anglie, en at sonsiietudi-

nibiis quoad, juf se-referunt ad

quasda Iras Hen. YIII. nup. Eegis

deputat et quili-sda al' privati hajus

regni Hibnietunc temporis concilii

mis gerendat 27 Jan. ari regni sui

22 et in cancellar Hibnie inatulat

et record' remanen'.

JNl'Slume, Gcrrald M'Sliaue, Terence

Bainp, Maurice Duffc, and Terence

M'Gilpiulric, Cahir M'Gcrrald, and

Donald M'Gilpadi'ic, by virtue of

agreenieut made between tlicm and

Phelim O'Toole aforesaid, the afore-

said Donald Ballagb, Maur Boye,

et cetera, bold by virtue of agree-

ment aforesaid, and by tbc accus-

tomed annuity called Pbelomy, of

£G (six povinds) silver currency,

stamped, c&iued, or in use in Eng-

land, as much of the terms, limits,

and boundaries of the territory of

Fercolin, defined by law according

to certain letters of the late King

Henry YIII., to his Deputy, and

by certain others of his Pri\7

Council of the Kingdom of Ireland

of that time, sent by despatch

27th January, in the 22nd year of

his reign, and which remain enrolled

and recorded in the Chancery of

Ireland.

Iv^oTE.—Consequent upon the oldness cf the style and the contrac-

tions used in the legal documents of that time, the above and similar

documents would nol; be understood by the ordinary reader ;
we, there-

fore, in such cases, give literal translations of same in the context.
^

The above inquisition was procured for the satisfaction of Sir Pachard

AVingfield, to enable him to prove his title to each and every part of the

tcrrit'ory of Feracualan, late the property of Phelim O'Toole of Powers-

court, slain by an unfair advantage by Sir Pdcharc'

"

'

"^

Winiifield.

d's uncle, General Jaeqr.os
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Xoxt iu order comes another iuquisition, tukea at the same place,

and further bearing on the Powerscourt branch :

OEIGINi Tkanslation.

Isov Cast' Magenagan,

21 Atiffust (Ann. 9), 1613.

Cahir O'Toole, Edm. O'Toole,

McArchbold Hugh O'Toole, Huber
O'Toole, Eic O'Toole, Jac McPhelim
OToole, et Terent O'Toole, posses-

sion et sunt ut de jure heredit de
Oibz mes, ter, ten, et heredit in yil,

villat, campus et hamlet de Ell-
makenock, Cowlengej, Glencorna,

Ballygawage, al Ballidare, Bawle-
keaght, Kilwogh, Ballyhome, Ballin-

bane, et Gleneormick, in Glencap,

in Co. Wicklow, qu valent pan ultra

repris 10s. et ea tenuef de Hie
Wingfield, mil et de mener sus de

Powerscourt p fid elitat' et sect cur

quedfi pcell in possession pd Cahir

O'Toole, virtute frar nunc regis

patent? Except qui tenenf de diet.

Ee p sire in diet £ris patent express'

ad quasquide £rs patent jur' se re-

ferunt—pd Jac' McPhelim O'Toole

et Hubert O'Toole, possessionat sunt

ut de jure hereditar' de oibz mes,

ter, et tefi in vit de Eilcronsey,

Ballenclostie, et Correkeven, in

Glengap, iiccnon de' eastf ruinor.

IS'ew Castle Magenagan

(now Xewtownmountkennedy),

21st August, 1G13 (9th of James I.)

Cahir O'Toole, Edmond O'Toole,

MacArchbold Hug O'Toole, Huber
O'Toole, Pdc O'Toole, Jac McPhelim
O'Toole, and Terence O'Toole are

in the possession, by hereditary

right, of all those messuages, lands,

tenements, and hereditaments, in the

towns, villages, fields, and hamlets

of Eilmakenock, Cowlengey, Glen-

coi-na, Ballygawage (otherwise Balli-

dore), Cowlekeaght, Tvilwogh, Bally-

home, Ballinbane, and Gleneormick,

in Glencap, in County Wicklow,

which is iu force, moreover, by an

annual charge of i Os. and by tenure

of Richard Wingfield, knight, and

of his manor of Powerscourt, duly

marked out and divided with care

in such portions in possession of

Cahir O'Toole aforesaid, by virtue

of letters patent of the now king,

except those which are held of the

said king by service in said letters

patent expressed, to whatsoever

rights letters patent refer. Afore-
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et' molen-din-aqiiatic cu ptin in

vit de CaiTickevau pd qii valcnt p
an ultra repris, lOs., et ca tcnuer de

diet Eic' Wingfield mil pd Jac'

McPhelim O'foole, JoY\ Colman,

8t Brian 0' Toole, possessionat sunt

ut de jure liereditat de oibz ter, teii,

et heredii' in vit de Ballyuurnan, iu

Glengapp qu valent p an' ultra repris

10s. et ea tenuer' de diet Eic' Wing-
field mil ut de maner' suo de Powers-

court pd ut supra. Will Goodman,

Hen Walsh, Duff 0' Toole, Arthur

O'Toole, William McDavie O'Toole,

Dermod McPhelim O'Toole, CaHr
DufEe O'Toole, Bernard O'Toole,

GeiTald McEdm. O'Toole, et Dermit

McTurlogh O'Toole, possessionat

sunt ut de jure hereditar' de ombz

mis, ter, teii, et heredit, in vil de

Kilmurray et Temple Glengapp in

Glencapp, qil valent p an' ultra re-

pris, 5s. et tenuer de diet Eec Wing-
field mil ut supra. Patric Archbold,

JoR Glasse al O'Toole, Brian

O'Toole, WiP O'Toole, Oge O'Toole,

Edni O'Toole et Laur O'Toole, pos-

sessionat sunt ut de jure hereditar

de oibz mes, ter, tefi, et repris, 5s.

et tenuer de diet Eic Wingficld ut

supra' Oes' pd p sons patres et ante-

cessor s seis' lucr' ut de food do oibz

castr, mes, ter, ten, molcndin, et al

said James McPhelim O'Tuole and

Hubert O'Toole are in possession, as

of hereditury right, of all those mes-

suages, lands, and tenements in the

village of Kilcroney, Ballenclostie,

and Carrickevan, in Glencap ; also

of one ruined castle and one water

mill of such i)artition in village of

Carrickevan aforesaid, which is,

moreover, by an annual charge of

10s., and these (lands, &c.) are held

of Eichard Wingfield, knight, afore-

said. James jMcPhelim O'Toole,

John Colman, and Brian O'Toole are

in possession, as of hereditary right,

of all those lands and hereditaments

in the village of Ballynorman, in

Tilengap, which are held, moreover,

by an annual cliarge of 1 Os., and by

tcmu-e from said Eichard Wingficld,

knight, and of the manor of Powers-

court aforesaid as above. Will

Goodman, Hen. Walsh, Duffe

O'Toole, Arthur O'Toole, Wil ]\Ic

Davie O'Toole, Dermot MacPhelim

O'Toole, Cahir Duffe O'Toole, Ber-

nard O'Toole, Gerrold McEdm.
O'Toole, and Dermit McMurrough

O'Toole are in possession, as of

hereditary right, of all those mes-

suages, lands, tenements, and

hereditaments in the townlands of

Kilmurray and Tcmjileglangap, in
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liereclit quiliy cuque cu coru pteu

in vit et ter de Kilmokfenok, Cow-
lengey, Glancorman, Ballygouge,

at Ballcnduige, Coulekeaght, Kil-

wooge, Ballyhome, Ballenbane, et

Glancormack, Kilroney, Ballin-

clost, Camckevan, Ballynoman,

Eillmurray, et Glassekeelie, pd et

pic seis de pmiss p except obier p'

miss de antique tenebat ut de

manere de Powerscourt pd.

Gieucap, which are held, moreover,

by an annual charge of 5 s., and

held of said Eichard Wingfield,

knight, as above. Patrick Arch-

bold, Jolin Glasse O'Toole, Brian

OToole, William O'Toole, Oge
O'Toole, Edward O'Toole, and

Laurence O'Toole are possessed, by

hereditary right, of all these mes-

suages, lands, tenements, at £5 a

year rent, to Eichard Wingfield, as

above. All the aforesaid persons'

fathers and their predecessors "were

possessed of these lands as in free-

hold, and of these castles, mes-

suages, lands, tenements, mills, and
all other hereditaments whatsoever

in the aforementioned villages of

Kilmakenock, Cowlengey, Glencor-

mack, Ballygouge (otherwise Ballen-

duffe), Coulekeeaght, Eilwooge,

Ballybone, Glancormick, Kilroney,

Ballenclost, Carrickevin, Bailynor-

man, Eilmurray, and Glassekeelie

aforesaid, and thus possessed of

these premises, died. These pre-

mises anciently belonged to the

manor of Powcrscourt aforesaid.

It is evident from this inquisition that Sir Pdchard Wingfield enjoyed

the lands and tenements of Kilmakenock by virtue of the old title of Tur-

lougb O'Toole that he held of said lauds. This fact was disputed in the

time of Phclim O'Toole of Powerscnurt, but the difficulties immediately
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vanished, and the title was endowed with its full force when i t was found

that it was an essential for furthering the interests of Sir Eichard

Wingfield.

Tirlagh O'Toolc. —After the deatli of Phelim O'Toole, his grandson,

Tirlagh O'Toole, son of Garret, succeeded to the chieftaincy of the clan,

but under very gloomy circumstances : himself an outlaw, his estates es-

cheated and forfeited to the English crown ; such of his clansmen as escaped

death on the field of battle, the executioner's axe, or the dungeons of Dub-

lin Castle, were scattered and disheartened—strangers in their own land,

with their lives in their hands, not knowing when the god of day gilded

their mountain-tops with the rays of morn, but that, ere he enveloped

himself in the sable mantle of the west, they might be stretched on a

bloody bier.

No other nation but the Irish would, or could, have preserved the

slightest semblance of hope under such adverse circumstances; and if

more favoured countries can exult in the exemplification of their having

"Excelsior" for their motto, there is not one of them who can lay as

strong a claim as poor, persecuted Erin to that of "Nil Desperandum."

Tirlagh O'Toole hoped, and hoped on, that a bright day was yet to

dawn upon his clan and country. Surely, when Elizabeth was called to

her account, and the throne occupied by James, the son of the unfortunate

Mary, Queen of Scots, it was not too much for Tirlagh, in common with

other Irish Catholics, to expect from that monarch—t]ie son of such a

Catholic mother—that her and their religion would be lespected, and their

estates (confiscated on account of it) restored once more to their legitimate

owners. And, indeed, the first acts of James's reign went far to encourage

this illusion, as pardons were granted to most of those Irish septs who had

been "in rebellion" in his predecessor's time, and many of them, after

submitting (which Tirlagh never did), had grants of their estates by
" letters patent " from the croATO, as in the case of the O'liyrues. But

the OTooles were not so fortunate as their old allies Avhen James ascended

the throne, for an inquisition taken 27th October, 1G03, sets forth:

"That to Pdchard Wingfield, marshal of the king's forces, were de-

mised the manor of Powcrsoourt, containing a ruinous castle, with all the
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other lauds and possessions in iIlc towns and liclds of Powerfjcourt, &c.,

&c., late the possession of Brian and Phelim O'Toole of Powerscourt,

deceased, and come unto the crown, as well by escheat as forfeited by the

said Brian and Phelitn and their heirs. To hold for 21 years at a rent of

£G Irish."

Thus leaving the heirs of Brian and Phelim, namely, Arthur O'Toole,

son of Brian, and Tiidagh O'Toole, landless. Whether it was that young

Tirlagh Avas not compliant enougli to fultil the conditions as laid down in

the O'Byrnes' grant, of giving up old customs and usages, or that, his

estates being already in the hands of Sir Eichard Wiagfield, the nephe-w

of old General Jacques Wingfield, the slayer of his grandfather, an

arrangement that James did not wish to disturb ; certain it is, anyway,

that Tirlagh was not reinstated, and that ^Marshal Wingfield got, not only

Powerscoui't, but also Glengap, which was the territory of The O'Toole

also, as is evident from these inquisitions, w^hich were made immediately

after, to ensure a title of them to Wingfield, and to prevent Tirlagh from

enjoying the income arising from them (which would be considerable) iu

the shape of rents from the tenants of them, his own clansmen, who were

also attainted and their own lands confiscated. Here follows the inquisi-

tion and names of the jurymen:
" Inquisitio Indentata capta apud villa de nova castro Magenagan

in comita Wicklow. IMartii dessimo sexto die anni millesimo sexentesimo

desimo anno illius illus-tresimis principis et dni nos Jacobi Dei Gratia

Auglice Scotias, Francie et Hibernie, Piegis fidce defensor, &c., &c., vig'

Anglie quocbagcsiino quarto core Thoma Eeade armiger et Eoberto

Caddie de ^foorctoun genef-commissonar dup diii Eegis regni sui Hiber-

nie eidem Thome et Itoberto et alijis direct vat aliquibus dnobus evz uni

parti hujus in(]uisitones annum et apud j7 sacrament probor et legalis

homine comitat p dicti quorum nominum subsequenter qui jurat dicant

sup sacraincnt sum quod. Terr dominct de Powerscourt extendit de in

Tillis cain^jis et hamlet de Powcrscuurt pndrj Killmullcn, Kilpeter, Kil-

colcm, Banuaghbeg, Bannaghmor, Oueueigh, Ballycortell, Templebegan,

Xilgareu, Conkcstoune, Onycrange, Ballynebrowe, Killegar Ic Manister,

Lackcndarragli. Barrcncare, Lccrongo, Ballinagewhge, Ballyuical lit ct lo
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parke. Et quod omuia et singula preventis promiss sunt in prccU in

Domini Mancri de Powerscourt jmdz docunt etiam.

" Jurat pricl sup sacrameutes sund quod omnia ct hereditament in

villa villat campis et haniletes de Ivilcolin, Lackendarragh, JBaynecarc le

C'ronye, Ballyuge"whc, sunt in possession diA-ersiones persones p conven-

sionem inter eos et quondeiu i)liolem O'Toole nup domino maneri de

Powerscourt pridz fact' et p petrat dicufit insup' jurat pridz quod Ban-

aghmore Kilgan-un et le parkc sunt in possession patricii McMurrough,

Terencii Boyo et Mahonic Boye O'Toole p pridz quondam Phelim

O'Toole domino maneri Po-werscourt predicti facti et p petrat dicunt

ultenus puratores prid sup sacramente sunt quod omnia et singula mes-

suag tenement et hereditament in Tcmplebegan et le manister pridz

sunt percelli terr dominical manori de Powerscourt prerecitat. Et quod

sunt in possession cujusdaiTi Donald Balligh IMaunty Bnye, Edmond Mo
Shane, Gerald McShaue, Terrencio MacGilpatrick virtute cujusdem conven-

cione enter eos et Phelim O'Toole, nup domino de Powerscourt pridz

fact at p petrat. Et quod pridz Donaldi Ballagh, Mauntii Boye,

Edmondus McShane, Geraldus McShaue, Terentius McGilpatrick, Cahir

McGerrald, Terentius Baine, Mauritius Duffe, et Donald ns McGilpatrick,

tenebantur vigore att : convencioue penolo annatem diet Phelim O'Toole

sex libra argent current monete act nonnuUis alus consuet udennibus.

"Et quod metes fines limites et bondas deteritor Fercolin jurater

pridz se referunt ad quosdam tras Henrici quandam Anglice Kegis ejus

nominis octavi Drio.

" Deportato ct quebusdum alijes prcvati hujus Eegni Hibernie, tuo

burgess conalry messat gerunt dat undessirao sejDtimo die januarii anno

regni siii trecessimo secundo in canecllana hujus Eegni Hibernie Kotalat.

''Dc reeordo remanent in eiijus Eei Testament tarn predict Thoma
Eeade et Eoborto Cadell commissaris piidz Dfio Eegis tanti jurator p diet

sigilla sua alternatum. Apposuornnt die armis ct hontes supradict, &c.

" Tiios. Eeade.

' "EoBEni Caddell.

"Vera Copia.

" Chancery Eolls."
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" JuiJATOIiES.

"Collogli Birnc, de Court i^oolc ; Patritio Arclibold, de Brea; Cahir

O'Toolc, de Kilmakcuock; Couuor O'Cullen, de Ballygaraey ; Cahir 'Mc

Murrougli, de Ballcuakille ; CoUogh Birne, de Kevri-agli ; Ediuond Oge
McCahir, de Dromen ; Micliacl Arclibold, de Clonmaugan ; Alexander

Quinn, de Barnecoile ; Shane McEugor, dc Tomemore ; Donogh Mc
Melaglilin. de Killogliur ; Eosse McEnirr, de Balloorafuor; Dermot Mc
Ouen, de Carrigroliill."

Another iuquesition, taken at Xew Castle, Magenegan, 21st August^

9th year of James I., a.d. 1611

:

"Cahir O'Toole. Edmond O'Toole, Michael Archbold Hugh O'Toole,

James McPheliiu O'Toole, and Terence O'Toole, Tvere possessed as of their

hereditary right, of all the messuages, lands, tenements, and heredita-

ments of Kilmakenock, Coolengy, Glancoura, BaUygo-svge, alias Ballydie,

Coolekeight, Eilwogh, Ballyhome, and Glancormick, in Glengap, in the

county of "VVicklow, "u-hich are ^vorth by the year 10 shillings, and they

hold the same of Richard Wingfield. knight, of his manor of Powerscourt,

by fealty and suit of court, except certain parcels in the possession of the

aforesaid Cahir O'Toole, by virtue of certain letters patent of the king

by the service of the said letters patent, to which letters patent the

jurors refer."

Thus were the clansmen of Phelim and Bryan, of Powerscourt,

dispossessed of Glengap, and it, too, handed over to Wingfield. This

transfer made tliem tenants of Wiugfield, and must havebeen very repugnant

to the feelings of the Clan ; they were, however, biding their time, though

Tirlagh now had no reason to hope for anything from the change in the

monarchy ; another pleasing anticipation was now present to his mind.

AYhen O'Xeill and O'Donncll fled to the continent, O'Toole had not

totally despaired of recovering his lost estates. Now that those hopes

were totally frustrated, Tirlagh naturally turned his thouglits to over

the seas, where the exiled princes were straining every effort to influence

some of the foreign courts to send aid to their unhappy country. Hence,

it was concluded, that his best policy was to remain quiescent for the
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present, and to live a retired life amongst Lis clansmen and friends on tlic

other side of the mountain. His wife being of the Clan ICuvanagh,* he

expected aid also from that quarter when the time would come to strike

the blow.

"We cannot pass over here without putting on record another nefarious

attempt of the Saxon garrison to sully the fair fame of Tirlagh's children.

This was not the first time in the history of the Clan that this base ma-

noeuATe was attempted ; as, in the time of his great-grandfather and

namesake, they wanted to show the invalidity of his marriage, and con-

sequently the illegality of his issue, because, forsooth, the marris^ge was

not performed by a clergyman of their newly set-up Church.—(See

Tirlagh O'Toole's History,l542.)

And, now, to prove the rottenness of this attempt, the following

deposition was made :

August J 6th, 1585.—"Depositions of Xatherine Kavanagh, Teige

Leigh McEosse, Piers O'Keill, of Eeillumore, and Thomas McMor-
roghe, as to the circumstances which occurred at the wedding of Sawe

Kavanaghe, cny (daughter) ]\Iorieriaghft to Terrelaghe O'Toole, in the great

hall of Clonmollin, by Sir Morishe O'Curreu, Priest."—(See Cal. State

Papers.)

Were it not for the atlompted stigma, it mattered very little to Tir-

lagh or liis children, whether they were disinherited by fraud or force,

as it amounted to much the same thing in the end.

Much was ^lountjoy deceived in his estimate of Tirlagh's character,

Avlien he wrote to the English court of the peace and tranquillity of the

Irish of Wicklow.

" The Kavaiiaghs, the OTtyrnos, and the O'Tuoles of Wicklow,

continue good subjects, and scarce in all Lcinster is there a thief stirring,

nor one rebel.''

* Sawr, Sabina, Sarah.—A name Tvliicli luis been pcvpeliiatod in this family

down to tlie present day ; and the two families share the same praves in the churchjiird

of old Eilranslagh.
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It VTSLS all Tery well for Mountjoy to "lay the flattering unction to

his soul," that his measures to subdue the country were attended with

so much success, but little did he know of the seething cauldrons of dis-

content that were beneath the surface ; and IMountjoy leaving shortly

afterwards, his successor, Sir Arthur Chichester, before he was long in

office, had reason to believe, that either Mountjoy was very much de-

ceived as to the state of the country, or that the people had changed very

much for the worse, inasmuch as that imaginary quiescence with things

in general soon proved to be an illusory hallucination.

By the advent of Sir Arthur Chichester to the governorship of Ire-

land, the nation acquired no gain nor improvement in their sad condition.

His predecessor (Mountjoy), though a tyrant, was a soldier; and although

to him, more than any other of his time, may be attributed the subjection

of Ireland, it cannot be said of him that it was for greed or self-aggran-

disement; while it must be admitted that Chichester cultivated these base

qualities to their utmost extent, coming into the country a needy pauper,

a fanatical bigot, he left it with a huge fortune, amassed by every species

of fraud and legal chicanery that the misguided genius of his attorney-

general. Sir John Davies, and himself, could adopt or suggest.

The heartless miscreant adopted the role of a zealot in tlie cause of

religion, to further enable him to treat the Catholics to a double dose of

persecution and confiscation ; he rifled their poor altars, laid whole dis-

tricts in the north, with fire and sword, a perfect waste, and in rcM-ard

therefor, -was created Lord Donegal, and liad a grant from the crown of

the peninsula of Innishowen, and thousands of acres more in Imayle and

elsewhere.

What he lacked as a soldier, lio mn;r tlian mndo up for by intrigue

and fraud, as evidenced in tlio ' flight "f iln' imvIs." by which event alone

he had the division among hi- friend- and minions of six Avhole counties

in the north; and on bis return from tli'-re to tlic Castle, we find him

throwing covetous eyes on the r)'Toolos, by declaring that Tirla^rh, with

tlie aid of the neighbouring chieftains, was preparing for a rebellion, as

we see from tlie follovinc; extracts from the State Papers of the period.
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LETTER FROM THE LORD CHANCELLOR OF IRELAXD TO LORD SALISBURY.

August Ttli, A.D. 1608. " Assures himself and his lordship has

received advertisement of likelihood of some ' stirs ' to be raised in

Leinster during the absence of the lord deput}', by some of the O'Tooles.

Kavanaghs, and otliers. Has been careful to discover tlieir purposes,

And first for the O'Tooles. lias lieard the base uncle plotted "with the

nephew, named Tyrlagh O'Toole, to surprise the Castle of Powerseourt,

within eight miles of Dublin, possessed by Mr. Marchal Wingfield, to

kill his ward there,' to gather forces and to enter into active rebellion."

" The said Tyrlagh has also used his credit to gather lately some

companies of the O'Moores out of the Queen's County (which sept will

prove a dangerous one, ready to be entertained for mischief upon all

occasions), and to allow some confederates of the Kavanaghs, and other

looic persons of the mountains, near Dublin, to take his part, who have

all given him promise of assistance. As yet, however, he sees no fear of

danger. Tyrlagh lurks secretly amoiig the mountains with his friends.

The want of arm?, mimitions, and powder, is some stay to him and the

rest, but the principal thing that stayed them is, their expectations of

foreign forces, the return of Tyrone, and the entertain ty of severe chas-

tisement on the return of lord deputy. At Saint Scpulcris, near Dublin."

Thus we see that Tirlagh O'Toole -was not a willing party in the

spoliation of the lands of his fathers. True, his resistance was not of

much avail, but that was not the fault of Tirlagh; ho was only too willing

and heartily anxious for a chance to prove to the English garrison, in a

manner more practical than agreeable, that the spirit of O'Toole, though

clouileil by adversity, still burned as brightly as ever. lint Tirlagh,

though eager for the frny, Avas prudent ennua:li not to idly risk life, nor

court a sure defeat by an untimely ri-iii,u'. II" had stroni;- faith in the re-

turn of either O'^v'cill or O'Donnell with fnreiii'ii aid. to strike a blow fur their

co;nmon cjuntry. This was not an Ttopian idea; il was nurtured in every

chieftain's heart, and cultivated by warm encoui'agement from time to

time in the shape of hopeful despatches from n^ore than one of the con-

tinental courts of Europe.
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How these ardent hopes and heart longings were to be bitterly dis-

appointed were not yet visible to the mental ken of Tirlagh, who now
had only two courses open, either still to wait on a little longer, hoping

against hope, besieging heaven with outstretched hands, and eyes strained

across the ocean for that help that was not yet to come ; or, driven at last

beyond the powers of human endurance, call on his clansmen and friends

for one strong rally, and throwing themselves on the Saxon horde of

robbers, either drive them from their desecrated hearths, that they feloni-

ouslv eujoyed, or failing, end their present miserable condition with their

live^, and add their names to the long " roll of honour " of their country-

men, who died for faith and fatherland.

The State papers here go to relate that upon the return of Chichester

from his very agreeable duties in the partitioning of the Ulster counties

amongst his fellow-adventurers, he began to direct his attention to the

O'Tooles. Accordingly we find him addressing himself to the Privy

Council as follows :

—

" On returning here (Dublin Castle) I found that some had enter-

tained a greater conceit of doubt and fear of one Tirlagh O'Toole, and

some others of his party, that there is just cause to say the truth of

him.
" He is a fellow that has both will and means to do hurt if there

were fit opportunity to declare himself for such as he is. But on the

other hand he (Chichester) has laid such narrow watch over him, that he

shall not be able to stir hiuisvlf, nor yet long escape his (Chichester's)

hands as they may hereafter understand,"—State Papers.

" O'Toole, if any craven ft'ur

Could reach your heart, t\v;i< now tlie time

To jilcad into the Saxon oar,

And call your patriot strilo a crime
;

For now is Ulster swept to bring

Together all the murd'rous band,

"Who almost blot the green of spring

In blood and ashes from the land.
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To crowd in one resistless mass,

The victor troops of many a field,

And trami:»le down, like sun-dried grass,

The clans that j-et refuse to yield.

Brave Tirlagh ! what shall save you when
An army wraps your forces round ?

All Ireland knows your valiant men
Would face their foemen, one to ten,

And sweep the battle-ground.

But for each arm that wields to-day

A blade for Erin and for you,

A hundred in the tyrant's pay

Arc stretched to conquer and subdue.
• And not alone the sword is bared,

And cannon crammed to reach your heart,

Ko plot is spurned, no bribe is spared,

No dark device of traitor art.

But you have matched tlieir might ere now,

And foiled th'jir wiles ; this ucav demand
On brain and heart but lights your brow.

And adds new vigour to your hand.

Not even a shudder shakes your frame,

Tho' budding thoughts at times must show
Your country swept with sword and flame.

Your clan o'erbornc, your castles low

;

Though o'er your heart must hcaA'y be

Dark gloom of care for kith and kin.

Yet those who meet that calm blue eye

See only fixed resolve within.

So may the brave man meet the strife,

So calm the hero's soul may be.

When Home and Freedom ! Lands and Life !

Are staked for God ! and Liberty !"

30
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Notwithstanding the fact that Tirlagh possessed the" friendship of

the neighbouring chiefs, the outlook before him was gloomy in the extreme,

and sadly tending to damp the most hopeful spirit.

The other clansmen and his own kinsmen saw but too plainly that the

fate of Tirlagh awaited themselves if he were finally crushed, and_this

formed another link in the bonds of unity that cemented their prospects

together in the one common cause.

We can easily imagine these chieftains in solemn conclave in a ravine

on the southern brow of Keageen mountain, just over that temporary habi-

tation, where the landless chief was constrained to sojourn with his faithful

wife, Sawe Kavanagh, and their children. Here, also, was brave O'Moore

of Leix, the leader of his clan ; O'Kavanagh of ClonmoUin, the brother of

Tirlagh's wife ; Phelim McPheagh O'Byrne, who was man-ied to Tir-

lagh's sister ; and here, too, was young Luke O'Toole of Castlekevin.

Let them weigh the matter as they would, the prospect presented no

bright side ; true, of brave hands and willing hearts there was no lack

among their several clansmen ; but these were of very little avail, without

arms and the munitions of war necessary to encounter the English armies

that would be opposed to them, trained, as they were, by several campaigns,

fully equipped and accoutred with all the possible requirements of the

day.

Worse still was the intelligence that was now presented to their con-

ference. Any chance of aid through the instrumentality of O'Neill and

O'Donnell from foreign courts, which hitherto had been the sheet-anchor

of their hopes, was now ruthlessly frustrated by the accounts that reached

them. It was not the fault of the exiled earls that all their painful

labour in their country's cause weut for nothing. Long and wearily did

they strive to move the foreign powers, but it was practically of no avail.

Of sympathy they had plenty, and of promises more than enough ; but of

the material aid that was needed, namely, munitions of war, tliey had

none. Is there anything so sad in the dark and mournful pages of

our unhappy country's history than for the Irish student, with any spark

of love of fatherland in his heart, to contemplate on the sufferings of The
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O'Neill iu his unfortunate and weary -wanderings from one court to

another.

Picture him, the prince, in his own right, of the lordly domain of

Ulster, now broken down with years of sorrow, a wanderer in strange lands,

ever, ever looking across the seas to that persecuted isle he was never more

to revisit but in dreams. Daily learning, by despatch from Ireland, of

deeper, and still deeper depths of degradation to which she was being

reduced; his soul wrung with anguish on reading the unparalleled miseries

of his people, and despair settling down upon him at the scourging and

oppression to which she was subjected ; and, as if to fill his cup of

bitterness to overflowing, he heard, too, of the craven surrender of many
a chieftain from whom he would have expected nobler deeds.

For eight years he led this life of a wanderer, " eating his heart" for

holy Ireland, until at last, on the 20th July, 161G, that aged, and heart-

broken prince passed away from this world, the last survivor of all those

who accompanied him in his flight, as nearly all the others succumbed

within two years of leaving their native land.

To maintain one's spirits in the face of such gloomy surroundings as

these, was, indeed, a more than human task. Tirlagb, however, was for

making another final effort, and endeavoured to rally his brother-chief-

tains, who, as the poet hath it,

*' Upon the rough hill side they sate

And talk'd their country's rise and fall,

Till summing up their calm debate,

O'Toole thus spoke the minds of all :

' We must win back our lands from those

Who mean to yield them to our foes,

By force or will, by night surprise,

Or storm beneath the noon-day skies,

Our mountain passes to defend.

And fight it out to bitter end.' "

Thus argued Tirlagh, almost with the logic of desperation, the
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others, seeing that their efforts would only end iu defeat at present; ham-

pered as they were by such supreme difficulties, were for still waiting
;

but Tirlagh would brook no further delay. For him, now that thcv had

taken his lauds, there was nothing to lose but liis life, and determining tu

sell that as dearly as possible, he broke forth in the following strain :

" ' Aye, be the issue what it may,

On this hill-side again, to-day,

I pledge my sacred word anew

:

By all on earth my heart holds dear,

And all my hopes of heaven, I swear,

To fight this struggle through.

" ' To fight it through ; though well I see

Few are the hopes that now remain

To you, my native land, or me :

Our forts are fallen, om- chiefs are slain.

And men of Irish blood and birth

Are stooping down to vile disgrace

;

Showing that scandal to the earth.

The rotting of a noble race.

" ' Crushed into slaves are royal tribes.

High chieftains fight for Saxon pay.

And sons of kings take foreign bribes.

Brothers their brothers' blood betray
;

And clan on clan works ruin, while

The common foe wins all the isle.

Yet while in all the land T see

One shred of our good flag floating free,

"V^'ith a hundred men beneath it,

I'll still be flrst in the holy toil.

Our foes to slay, their plans to foil
;

]\Iy bones shall bleach on my native soil,

Or mine be the last sword sheathed.'



The last battle of Turlagh O'Toole of Powerscourt, in the Glen of Imayle, in which he met his

death as a gallant warrior at the hands of the English.
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" So spoke the cliief, and well he kept

His oft-ropcated promise true,

Though Imaylc's hills and vales were swept

By Chichester and his bloody crew."

Then mustering together his scattered and expatriated clansmen, and

aided to a certain extent by his neighbouring chieftains, Tirlagh threw

down the gage, and boldly defied the might of the Saxon. He made

many a descent upon their outposts, and brought fire and sword often

upon their fancied security. This he did with effective success while his

little band remained, but the paucity of numbers of his own clan, the

falling off by degrees of the associated chieftains, who, seeing the futility

of their efforts, deemed prudence the better part of valoui', and the vast

strength and resources of the enemy he had to contend with, had the in-

evitable effect of reducing the power of Tirlagh to do any material hurt.

True it was, that he could say of his own clan that their efforts were

all that could be desired ; but the odds were too heavy, and the final re-

sult inevitable. Tirlagh held out for many a day, but at length, borne

down by overwhelming numbers, he died, as his forefathers were wont to

do, with brand in hand and his face to the foe, on the battlefield, as be-

came the lust chief of Powerscourt and the head of the Clan O'Toole, thus

keeping his vow. Tirlagh, by his death, entered the most solemn protest

in his power against the spoliation and persecution of his clan and country.

He was laid by the loving hands of his wife and children, surrounded

by his decimated clansmen and neighbouring chieftains, in the old grave-

yard of Kilranclagh, buried in the centre of the old church, where his

ashes mingle with those of his forefathers for many generations.

Peace be to your soul, Tirlagh ! Yours, indeed, was a chequered

career I Porn, we may say, on the battlefield ; schooled and brought up

amid tlie turmoil and carnage of war
;
your father, grandfather, and

nearest relations slaughtered before your eyes—pouring out their hearts'

blood for clan and country—little wonder that when your own time came

to be overpowered by brute strength, they found no craven spirit, afraid
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to die, but one who gloried in dying the normal death of his name, a

sacrifice upon the altar of his country's cause.

From the very meagre sources of information at our command we
arc unable to give our readers those incidents and vicissitudes of not only

Tirlagli OToole's eventful career, but likewise those of many generations

of his descendants, down to the present day. All this is as a closed book
to us, from the absence of any authenticated records or archives kept by
the clan.

Henceforth the old imaginary liae between the O'Tooles' country
and the Pale vanished, and the power of the O'Tooles and the O'Byrnes
ceased to scare the frightened burghers of Dublin in their dreams. It is

almost superfluous to add that Chichester was mainly instrumental in

bringing about that most dismal state of adversity in the fortunes of

those clans.

And now, for two hundred years from this, the O'Tooles, in common
with all others who were entitled to the name of Irishmen, in the true

acceptation of that term, were proscribed—dead to law, forbidden to

trade, prohibited from possessing any property or lands, rendered felons

if found guilty, or suspected, of educating their children; subject to the

torture and death for practising the rites of their holy religion; made
criminals for even using the patronymic, "0," before their names; for-

bidden, we may say, even to exist amongst the bogs and mountains to

which they were driven. The wonder is, not that they became fallen

from their estate, but that they were able to survive at all ; and when we
know that they not only did so, but maintained intact the holy faith im-

planted by Saint Patrick, and fostered by their own Saint Lorcan, and
kept still green as ever in their hearts the ardent love of their fatherland,

it is proof to us—strong as "Holy "Writ"—that they have done so by the

aid of God Himself, a boon granted to the Irish and denied to other

nations, through the earnest solicitations around the throne from the

hosts of martyrs, doctors, and confessors to which holy Ireland gave

birth.
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''The stranger came, strong, proud, and riant,

Far o'er the land he spread his rule

;

But long he found, erect—defiant

—

Your gallant clan.—Well done, Q'Toole !"

One of the last, but by no means the least, on the long roll of the

martyred sons and daughters of the Clan O'Toole, is Hose 0' Toole, wife of

gallant Feagh MacHugh O'Bja-ne. In treating of her in chronological

order in the earlier portions of this history, we almost took it for granted

that she had succumbed at length to the many hardships and indignities to

which she was subjected in one of her many imprisonments in the dun-

geons of Dublin Castle. We introduce her name again on finding that, as

late as IGIO, she is still mentioned in the State Papers, as the following

extract goes to show

.

June 3rd, a.d. ICIO.—"Eose O'Toole, wife of Feagh MacHugh
O'Byrne, harboured in the castle of Catherlough by Walpole, who was

accused of treachery to the king.''— Vide State Papers of the period.

We may talk of the old Countess of Desmond, or the Duchess of

Derwentwater, but what had either of them sufEered in comparison with

the sufferings of Eosa O'Toole ?

Born in luxury, in the early part of the sixteenth century—the

daughter of a noble chieftain—she saw in her youth that father, the victor

of many a hard-fought field ; she saw him again when the tide of battle

turned against him, compelled to accept terms from Henry YIII. ; she

had painful evidence that her clansmen would own no fealty to that

enemy of their race and faith, when, for entering into any terms, they

forgot in their exasperation their loyalty to their chief, and her father and

eldest brother fell victims to their wrath— killed by their own clan.

Nor did maturer years, nor the duties of the married state, bring

with them those joys and peaceful comforts to which woman naturally

looks forward. With Eosa, every fresh year added new troubles to her

life. Her nearest and dearest were hunted down, hanged, and beheaded,

if caught ; the cause of her faith and fatherland was darkened by the
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murky clouds of adversity stiil tliickening round them, illumined, it is

true, from time to time, by some brilliant victories of her kinsmen, which

rays of hope were always, alas ! only too transient, and caused the dark-

ness to which they had to return more gloomy and hard to bear than

before.

She it was who nursed the young O'Donnell in the deep recesses of

Glenmalor, while the English bloodhounds were thirsting for his life ; it

was her tender care that saved him, and enabled him to regain his

native Tyrconnell, and to strike many a hard blow in after days against

their common enemy.

How her heart must have bounded at the victories of O'Byrne and
O'Toole at Glenmalure; and what a sad contrast to her feelings when her

noble and valiant husband was hunted down and beheaded "like wild

. beast in his lair!" Surely, surely, this was enough to fill the bitter cup

of misery for any mortal I Was Eosa now to be left, for the few remain-

ing years of her sorrowful life, to commune in spirit with her butchered

dead? Was it too much to expect that the sacredness of her sorrow

would be respected, and that she would be permitted to offer her prayers

before the Throne of Mercy for the repose of their souls undisturbed ?

But, no ! The butchers of her husband, clansmen, and kinsmen were not

as yet fully satiated ! The oft-repeated humiliations that the good sword

of Feagh had inflicted on them was to be atoned for by casting his

broken-hearted widow into one of their dungeons in Dublin Castle,

And this was the chivalry (?) of the English ! Xor was it once or

twice that Eosa O'Byrne was thus treated. They wanted, forsooth, to

extract from her some information anent the movements of her friends,

and to make her the more communicative they subjected her to the tor-

ture. Well done, Saxon knights I llonour to your golden spurs ! They
knew little the stern stuff that Eosa was made of, and less of the never-

yielding blood that stirred her. The heart of an OToole and the nerves

of an O'Byrne sustained her, and made her laugh at their worst, and,

unable to kill her by torture, we suppose they discharged her from prison

at last as being intractable ; and, after being condemned to be hanged,
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drawD, quartered, and burned, we find her now, when she must be near

ninety years of age, harboured and protected in the fortress of Carlow, and

even in her helpk'ssness, her very name and existence was still a sore point

with the English of the Pale.

We wish we had the ability, or that the many vicissitudes of Rosa's

life were accessible to us. What stores of interesting matter, row hidden

from our ken, could be placed before our readers that would throw into

the shade anything we have either seen in history or read of in romance

!

An interesting episode in connection with the marriage of Rosa is

still preserved among the State papers in possession of the Ulster King-at-

Arms, Dublin Castle.

It appears by this document, which formerly belonged to the late

Chevalier Colonel de Montmorency, containing the account of the mar-

riage between Feagh MacHugh O'Byrne and Rose-Iny-Toole, that the

lands belonging to the sept were held in common by those of the name.

The O'Byrne, or chief, presiding alone over the castles and fortresses,

claimed no distinct title separately from the tribe over portion of their

tribe lands.

Hence all the members of the sept wore obliged to subscribe their

assent to the jointure of Feagh's wife, and to have the same secured upon

the whole of their lands and possessions. The trustees to this article were

Henry Walsh of Shanganagh, and Pierce Walsh of Kilgobbin, Esquires

;

Redmond MacPheagh and Phelini MacPheagh, sons of the chieftain, being

parties to the same.

THE KILKENNY COXFEDERATIOX (1642).

CLAK o'TOOLE'S TART THEREIN.

Of the Kilkenny Confederation it is not the aim of the writer, nor

within the scope of our historical sketch of the Clan O'Toole, to give any

elaborate or detailed account. Wc merely intend to touch upon the salient

points, and to bring before our readers some of the events in that great

national movement, in which the O'Tooles were important factors.
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To those who would wish to further pursue the iuteresting events of

that leading epoch in the history of our country we would recommend the

study of the "Confederation of Kilkenny," by the Eev. C. P. Meehan, in

which the reverend and learned author has so graphically portrayed it.

The Kilkenny Confederation consisted of the (Catholic nobility of

Ireland, the prelates and clergy of the Catholic Church, the chosen represen-

tatives of the people, all united together in defence of their religion, their

country, and their king, against the Puritan Government of England,

headed by Oliver Cromwell.

The first sitting was held on the lOth May, 1643, in the old church

of St. Canice, in the City of Kilkenny. They issued a manifesto explain-

ing their motives, containing rules to guide the Confederation, and an

admirable plan of provisional government. It did not end till the end of

May. Agents were sent over to France, Spain, and Italy, to solicit aid

and assistance in men, money, and arms.

The general assembly was again convoked on the 23rd October, at

which eleven bishops and fourteen lay lords represented the Irish peerage,

and two hundred and twenty-six commoners represented the large majority

of the people. The celebrated lawyer, Patrick Darcy, was chosen chan-

cellor, and everything was conducted with the gravity and deliberation

befitting so venerable an assembly, and so great and so momentous an

occasion.

A supreme council of six members for each province was selected.

The archbishops of Armagh, Dublin, and Tuam ; the bishops of Down and

Connor, and of Clonfert ; Lord Gormanstown, Lord Mountgarrett, Lord

Koache, and Lord Mayo ; with fifteen of the most eminent commoners,

composed this council, and, while it held together, unrent by treason or

division, the Irish nation was able to hold its crowding foes at bay. They

commissioned Owen Eoc O'Xcill, who had just arrived in Ireland from

Spain, as their commander-in-chief in Ulster.

King Charles entered into negotiations with the confederate council,

desirous of coming to terms with them, with the hope of deriving assist-

ance from them in his own difficulties. The mere idea of the king wish-
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ing to treat direct with the council unsettled the Anglo-Irish party in it.

They would have peace with England's king at any price, on almost any

terms, while the native Irish, or National party, wished also to secure

peace, but peace with honour—peace that would cast no reflection on

themselves. On this fatal issue the supreme council and confederation

both were divided from the very first hours. On the loth September,

1643, a cessation of arms was signed in Ormond's tent at Gigginstown,

near Isaas. In this the Confederates were completely outwitted by

Ormond, who was either unable or unwilling to carry out its provisions.

The new Pope, Innocent X., had sent over as Kuncio to the Con-

federate Catholics of Ireland, John Baptist Einucini, Archbishop of Fernio,

and as the Popes, from the first hour when the Irish were driven into a

war in defence of their religion, never sent an envoy empty-handed,

Einucini brought with him, purchased by moneys contributed by -the

Holy Father, besides 36,000 dollars forwarded by Father Luke "Wadding,

2,000 muskets, 2,000 cartouches, 4,000 swords, 2,000 pike-heads, 400

brace of pistols, 20,000 lbs. of powder, with match, shot, and ether stores.

He landed from his frigate, the " San Pietro," in Kenmare Bay, and pro-

ceeded to Kilkenny in regal state.

He saw at once the state of affairs in Ireland. The old English of

the Pale were for peace at any cost, and being iu the majority, they

entered into a treaty of peace with Ormond, and concluded and signed it

on the 28th March, 1046. The Irish called it a " base peace ;" but such

as it was, the king was not in a position to ratify it, having to fly for pro-

tection to the Scotch Covenanters, away from the fury of the English

Puritans. The Covenanters shortly after proved how much mistaken

Charles was in his trusting them, as they betrayed him, and, after a while,

sold him into the hands of his enemies, who beheaded him.

Einucini, seeing that the Irish had nothing to expect but what their

good swords could gain them, appointed Owen Eoe O'Neill commander-

in-chief, and scut him the greater part of the money which the Pope gave

him for the Irish cause. He blessed his arms, and exhorted him to tight

for God and holy Ireland, telling him that upon him, and him alone, it



460 HISTORY OF THE CLAN o'tOOLE [a.D. 164C.

noTV depended to open the eyes of the Puritan rebels, English royalists,

and haK-hearted Irish eonfederates. O'Neill was not slow to respond to

the summons, and to prove to the Legate that his choice was not amiss, as

well as to show Cromwell's psalm-singers what stuff the confederate sol-

diers were made of. For three long years, like a chained eagle, he had

pined in weary idleness, ignoble "truces" fettering him'; but now he was

free and untrammelled, ready and willing—ay, willing to show weak

friends and arrogant foes, how he, who had defended Arras, oould strike

for God and liberty at home.

" Owen Eoe, our own Eoe O'Neill,

He treads once more our land

;

The sword in his hand is Spanish steel,

But the hand is an Irish hand."
—Aubrey dc Vcrc.

The battle of Benburb, renowned in song and story, immediately

followed, in which Owen Eoe was completely victorious. The description

of this battle is beautifully told by the late A. M. Sullivan in his excellent

work, " The Story of Ireland."

In this battle Lord Montgomery was taken prisoner, with twenty-

one ofTicers and about one hundred and fifty soldiers, and over three

thousand of tlie Scots vrere left dead on the field, besides those killed in

pursuit, which was resumed next morning. All the Scotch artillery,

tents, and provisions, with a vast quantity of arms and ammunition, and

thirty-two stands of colours, fell into the hands of the Irish, who, on their

side, had only seventy men killed and two hundred wounded.

Einuciui and the Irish were very naturally jubilant over this victory,

while the Pale English were correspondingly jealous of O'Neill's remark-

able prowc?s. About the same time things in Munster were wearing a very

different aspect. IMurrough O'Brien (a disgrace to a noble name), Lord

Inchiquin, was drenching that province with blood. He besieged and

stormed Cushcl, the women and children taking refuge in the Cathedral.

Inchiquin.-poured in volleys of musket balls . through doors and windows,
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and-sent in his -troopers, with pike and sahre, to finish the bloody mas-
sacre that their_bullets may have left incomplete. The floor was encum-
bered with mangled bodies, and twenty priests, who had sought shelter

under the altar, were dragged forth and slaughtered witli a fury which
the mere extinction of life could not half appease.

It was with this man the majority of the supreme council entered

into an alliance. The Nuncio and the native Irish refused to have any-

thing to do with such a blood-thirsty demon, and he and his abettors were
excommunicated, and Preston, the favourite general of the Ormondists,

joined him and started ofE to crush O'Neill. A truce being signed be-

tween Ormond and the confederates, the Nuncio repaired to O'Neill's

camp, and the Leinster Irish, especially the O'Tooles, O'Byrnes, and
Cavanaghs, abandoned Preston, under whom they had formerly served,

and ranged themselves under the banners of Owen Eoe, with whom they

fought during the remainder of the war. Little fear of the O'Tooles join-

ing hands with the renegade slayer of their fellow-countrymen, the base

and bloody Inchiquin !

Ormond, returning, negotiated a peace on the basis of the first t^eat5^

It was signed by the Confederate council on the part of the Irish, but be-

fore it could be ratified by the king, he was betrayed by his owe guards,

and brought to the block of the executioner, by orders of Cromwell and
the Piiritan party.

The Nuncio, disgusted and sick at heart, departed from Ireland for

home, sailing in his ship, *^San Pietro," from Galway Bay on the 23rd

February, 1G49.

Cromwell, having succeeded, at the head of the Puritans, in behead-

ing Charles I. and conquering the Royalist party in England, crossed over

to Ireland, and landed at Dublin, 1 1th August, 10 19. Never, perhaps,

in the same space of time, did one man leave such a record of horror and
desolation in his path. It is not for any of the ordinary severities of war
that the name of Cromwell is so infamously hated in Ireland, even down
to our own day. Were he merely a thorough and vigorous soldier we
would not complain; but it is for different reasons Cromwell's memory is so
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execrated in Ireland. It is for such butcheries of non-combatants—the

ruthless slaughter of the inoffensive -women and children—as in Drogheda

and Wexford, that he is justly regarded as a bloody and brutal tyrant.

Yet it is but meet to put on record the fact that, not even before the

butcheries, burnings, and terrors of this bloody tjTant, did the Irish show

a craven or cowardly spirit. True it is, had they exhibited less of the

high, unfearing, and unyelding spirit which was handed down to them

from their ancestors through long years of suffering, it would, no doubt,

have been better for their worldly fortunes ; and where pusillanimity may
have been considered another name for prudence, they failed to practise

it. In our opinion, they made one grand mistake in allying themselves

witli the English Catholics of the Pale, who, in many cases, held their

hands from striking a blow when and where it would have been useful

and successful, and they appeared not sorry to see the old Irish annihilated

and cut ofi, as in the case cf Ormond in his transactions with Cromwell.

And now, as it were, to cap the climax of their misfortunes, the only real

general capable of leading the Irish on to victory, the beloved .alike

of soldier and people, the renowned and gallant Owen Eoe O'Neill, was

struck down by death in the early days of the struggle with Cromwell.

On his march to the southward he sickened and died at Clough Oughter

Castle, assisted in his last moments by his faithful friends and comrades,

Colonel O'Byrne and General Felim McToole O'Neill. This faithful son

of Erin died'cth November, 1C49.

Nevertheless, with that courage which unflinchingly looks ruin in

the face, and chooses death before dishonour, the Irish fought the issue

out. Major-General Hugh Duff O'Neill was acknowledged the next best

man to fill the place of Owen Eoe, but, unfortunately, Ileber MacMaliou,

Bishop of Clogher, was appointed commander-in-chief of the Irish, a man

full of courage, but wanting that qualification, so essential in the general

of an army, viz., military training and experience in the field, and without

which, says a general in the opposite camp, " he was as unfit for the posi-

tion as any of Home's Cardinals."

The war went on for some time, until a creat and decisive battle took
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place within a mile of Letterkenny. It is related by an English oflScer,

present on the occasion, as follows :

—

"This morning the army marched to a place called in Irish

being a ford where an old castle is on the river (Swilly), a mile above

Letterkenny. and encamped on a plain field amongst the rocks on the

north side of the river, close to it, from which place a colonel, one Myles

Sweeney, was sent out with his regiment to bring in beeves from tlie

country, with whom went some of every regiment without orders, to the

number of about thirteen or fourteen hundred men, when Coote appeared

with his own army of the Lagan, and the supply sent him by Col. Venables,

with one Colonel Phenwick, and all the gentlemen of the country, on

horseback, which the bishop-general valued not, nor considered (it suffi-

cient) to remain where he was safe enough till those abroad would return
;

but, Caesar-like, forthwith he must fight, and drew his army (not three

thousand foot) over the river towards Coote, and took his ground where

no horse could fight, being boggie soil ; on which, Coote, knowing well

enough what men were abroad from the bishop's army, was glad of the

opportunity to fight him before they returned, and drew from the hill

where he was drawn up at a great distance, and commanded down Avith a

brigade Colonel Phenwick to chai-ge the bishop's army in the first place,

on which Phenwick sent out a captain, with one hundred and fifty men,

as a forlorn, and from the bishop's army the like was sent, and both fired

close, till the captain who led the Irish forlorn dropt, and his men were

beaten back, on which a colonel was sent down (always known as a brave

fellow in fight) with a brigade, and made that forlorn fly back (as it was

no wonder).

" Then Col. Phenwick advances with his brigade, who at the first fire

was dropt. When both the brigades were near to ' push of pike,' dowy

comes another (English) brigade, after Phenwick was dropt, M'hich the

leader of the Irish brigade, seeing those before him seconded, and he l)im-

self not, gave word of command (in bad time) to retire back over the ditch

behind them, over which thoy had come, thinking to make some advan-

tage of it, tiU he was seconded ; on M'hich his men faced about, and made
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to the ditch, -which the English brigade seeing, falls close in their rere,

and takes the colonel at the ditch, and never suffered his men to face

about to relieve him till they put them into confusion, and fell foul of

another brigade of their own, and confused them also, when, at the same

instant, a brigade of Coote's charges in the flank, and Phenwick's brigade

charged in the rere of the other brigade ; thus the two brigades were put

to the retreat to the ford, thinking to maintain the same, but, instead of

that, they all ran from it, but one Major Hagan happily got into the old

castle with some men, and made his quarters, to get them Bally Castle re-

stored. In the fight none of the cavalry fought, there being no ground for

it. Of the Irish were killed about one thousand five hundred, and many
of their other chief officers ; and those who got quarters and yielded their

arms were brought before Coote and shot or hacked down by his orders,

for his officers and private soldiers of horse and foot had more mercy than

he had ; for instance, when Colonel Flemy O'Neill, Owen MacArt's son,

was carried before him by some of Colonel Phenwick's men—Englishmen

out of England, that saved his life till then—Coote bade them take him

away ; on which the gentlemen pleaded that when his father relieved him

when he was besieged in Londonderry, he would save his life, to which

Coote only answered that he paid his father his wages for that, and bade

them take him away the second time, and so he was knocked down with

muskets, and so was Colonel Phelim MacToole and Colonel Hugh MacArt

Eoe MacMahon, and some others inferior to them. As for O'Cahan, he

was killed, and was not brought before him.

" The bishop was wounded, and got quarters for life from Major

King (later on Lord Kingston), that lay in ambush before him, and took

him one Sunday, after he had left the defeat of his army, near twenty

miles from the place, and was kept a prisoner for half-a-year in Inniskillen,

till he was well of his hurts, and then was hanged by orders of Coote,

which Major King could not prevent, though he used his best endeavours.

"This defeat was on Friday, the 22nd day of June, a.d. IGuO, where

neither conduct or noble act appears. But what more can I say. "\Mien God
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has a mind to scourge and make slaves of men, he -svill take away their

hearts and courage, as this day T observed.''

The following is a description of the death of Colonel Phelira Mae-

Toole O'Neill, grandson of Phelira O'Toole of Powerscourt (his mother

being Phelim's daughter), as related by his grandson, Henry MacPhelim

MacToole O'Neill :

"

"The particulars relative to the manner of death of my grandfather,

Colonel Phelim MacToole, who was commissioned lieutenant-

colonel to General O'Neill's own regiment, from the supreme

council of the Confederates of Ireland, dated 16th March, 1645,

and colonel to the same regiment, 12th November, 1649.

" I have now by me the following narrative from Osborne, as well as

others, who were eye-witnesses. Osborne was an attorney of the Court of

Exchequer in 1700. to whom the same was related by his father, one

Captain Osborne, of Sir Charles Coote's regiment of horse. When quar-

ters Avere given to several of the Irish officers, and, in particular, my
grandfather, he and Sir Charles Coote came to terms about his ransom,

and it was agreed between them that my grandfather, on procuring one

hundred beeves from his friends to be delivered to Sir Charles Coote, he

sliould have his life spared and be set at liberty ; and for that purpose he

was drawing out articles, to be executed between Sir Charles and him,

when a sergeant came into Sir Charles' tent tlie next day after the action

with an account of having brought Colonel Henry Roe O'Neill, General

O'Neill's son. in a prisoner.

" Without more ado, Sir Charles reprimanded the sergeant for not

having brought liis head, and commanded him to go and despatch him

immediately; whereupon tlio pen dropped from my grandfather's hand, and

he accosted Sir Charles in favour of his relation, pleaded in his behalf his

being a Spaniard boru. and that he came here as a soldier of fortune, and

he hoped, for these considerations, he would not suffer his orders to be car-

ried out. I3ut all was of no avail; his orders were executed; and Sir

Charles told my grandfather that if he began to prate he would be served

the same way.
31
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"My gracdfatlier, touclaed with the usage his kinsman receiveJ,

replied that he would be served even so rather than to owe his

life to such a villain as he was. TThercupon Sir Charles ordered him to

be carried out and knocked on the head with tent-poles by Sir Charles'

men, which being observed by one of his officers, who was coming to-

wards the tent, he asked the soldiers what they meant by treating the

gentJeman so, and they replied, it was by the general's orders. The officer

then, in compassion to Colonel MacToole. and to put him out of pain, drew

his sword and ran him through the heart, and both his and Henry Eoe

O'Neill's heads were cut off and put up in Derry.''

—

Vide Mr. Gilbert's

Confederate Papers.

The records of this period afford ample proof that in those stirring

times the O'Tooles and the O'Byrnes were not idle spectators of the bloody

drama that was being enacted through the length ar.d breadth of the land.

They ably carried out the policy of O'Neill in their home warfare by

taking and holding the principal castles in "Wicklow, and by constantly

hanging on the necks of the Castle of Dublin, they compelled them to

maintain a large garrison there, which otherwise would have gone to aug-

ment the forces operating against O'jSTeill.

And when the hesitancy and vacillation of the weak-kneed Preston

led them to turn their backs on that general, and give their swords to a

commander more after their own hearts, the gallant Owen Eoe, their

deeds and prowess uuder his banner were in accordance with the tradi-

tional bravery and high courage of their clans.

As wc mentioned in the earlier portions of our history, their princi-

pal colonel, Luke O'Toole, received afresh his commission from the Nuncio

and the xSational party, through the bishops assembled in the to^^n of

Cavan.

We find it reported in the State papers that the Castle authorities

have got information from spies and others that :

" The northern men say that the O'Tooles and O'Byrnes are in a con-

siderable body anxious to join them."—State Papers, a.d. 16-iG.
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And in a letter written by Daniel O'Neill to the Earl of Eoscommon
it is stated

:

The Eirns, the O'Tooles, and the Kavanaghs have, by their letters,

in-vnted Owen Eoe O'Neill to Dublin.—Z>MW/«,"l2i;/i September, 1646."

The above short extracts, simple in themselves, are significantly in-

dicative of the spirit pervading the O'Tooles and the O'Byrnes, and sho-w

that at this period, as well as former ones, of their history, their actions,

sympathies, and movements were matters of the closest attention, and the

most scrupulously inquisitive care of the Dublin Castle authorities.

About this time we find Ormond, the lord deputy, writing to Coole

0' Toole, who, it would appear from the correspondence, was a sort of

governor of the town of Wicklow, concerning one Picket, who landed

there, having about him some suspicious letters from the Parliamentarians.

He was detained for the present. Coole answers the lord lieutenant to

that effect.—(See Confederate Papers.)

After Owen Eoe O'Neill's death the O'Tooles retu-ed to their strong-

holds in and about Eathdrum, Glenmalure, and Glendalough, and the

wicked Cromwell passed through their country on his way to "Wexford.

Owing to the paucity of their numbers—weakened by their constant re-

sistance to the enemy—the O'Tooles Averc unable to carry out the wish of

their hearts, by pouring down upon him and giving him battle. Still, it

would never do to have it placed on record that the arch-enemy had passed

througli their territories totally unmolested, and we have it on the un-

doubted authority of Cromwell's own secretary that they did give him

some occasion to remember that he was passing through the land of the

O'Tooles

:

" Cromwell, after his victory in Droghcda, marched as private as

might be from Dublin towards Arclowe, in the counties of "Wickloe, not

heard off until there ; upon sight gott the forte there, and thus marching

alonge, lost many of his horse in them straight passages by Bryan Mc
Phelim's partie. His oune proper horse and furniture was carried from

the campe by Christopher Twohill, whereon did his father, Liike

Twohill, ride after, whoe was sent unto by my lord Cromwell that he
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would give liim ,£100 for him, but for gold or silver lie could not have

him back, but tlie said gentleman kept him as a monument."

And ^'e make no doubt that there was no equine representative in

the stables of Luke O'Toole that was more tenderly cared, or so proudly

exhibited, as the favourite charger of the Lord Protector.

Cromwell found a namesake of kis own in Arklow, a fisherman. He
asked him what he desired of him. and the only request he made was "that

his honour would grant him the cottage in which he lived by the seaside."

Cromwell, disgusted at his namesake's lack of ambition in not asking

more—since, if he had asked half the County Wicklow at the time, he

would have got it—ordered the old fisherman to have his cottage (the

parchment title of which is still extant), and took his leave of him, and

addressed his humble namesake thus : "A beggar I found you, and a

beggar I'll leave you."

He then proceeded on his Avicked way, spreading sorrow and desola-

tion, with sword and fire, wherever he went, and after him his generals

followed too faithfully in his tracks, carrying on the war in the same

bloody and unrelenting manner, till at last the Irish, exhausted and de-

feated, were compelled to sue for terms, and lay down their arras.

As before, the Anglo-Irish in the council were for peace on any

terms, while the old Irish, rather than accept any ignoble terms were for

fighting on while a shred of their banner fluttered, or a single sword was

left to guard it ; liut the former party, predominating in the council, pre-

vailed, and an ignoble peace was signed on the 12th day of May, 1052.

These terms, adopted at Kilkenny, were reluctantly agreed to by the

Ulster army in the September following. The clergy and the native Irish

did all that mortal men could do to check the adverse tide of dire misfor-

tunes that set in so heavily itpon them. They held out tf) the last ; and

among the very last who stood by their priests and the National leaders

Avore tlio O'Tooles, O'Byrnes. and Kavanaghs ; and so very persistently

did they continue their firm resistance, that the Cromwellians determined

to starve them out of then- mountain fastnesses, as we sec by the following

extracts

:
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" 1652.—The ancient Irish of Lower Leinster did not accept of that

peacej namely, the Kavauaghs, Byrnes, and Tuhills, but rather adhered to

the clergy. In Lower Leinster was no man in arms, other than what de-

pended on Bryan McPhelim Byrne, his brotlicr Ilugli, and other few that

belonged to Luke Towhill, chief of that name. j\Iany bickerings they had

with the enemies, and still thrived ; wherefore the Cromwellians, gather-

ing the bodie of an army from both Leinster and Munster, 7,000 stronge,

with a numerous hcape of sheathes au:l other instruments to cutt and

mowe corne, being of opinion to be mightie difficulte, either to vanquishe

or route these men as long as they enjoye any competencie or corne or

beefes. Pursuant to this resulte the euemie intends to prevente theu- har-

TBste, and cutt all their corne before its seasons, and cutt and burne all

the fielde, by this strategem to unite the peaseutes, and other such as had

not beene soldiers, to call for conditions, all which was punctually acted

by the enemie.

"All tlie corne in the whole countie of TVicklowe was demolished,

whereupon a proclamation was published in diverse campe that such of

the natives, of whatsoever condition, as were willing to come to champion

ground from the mountains with their kcraghts and goods, to be forthwith

protected in both lives and goods ; whereupon stole away many with their

keraghts, nave, all the clergie of that countie, except one Trancis Gaffney,

a fryer of the order of minors, having run the same race, and the very

vicar-general of Dublin, by name Edmond Itcyllye, a man censer and

upright heretofore reputed, and also Father Laurence Bp-ne, guardian

of the fryers of Ballinharny, and brother of Bryan McPhelim O'Byrne

aforesaid.

"The seculars, observing the clcrgic to flinche from the common

cause, in >-ii-tue of the above-mentioned proclamation, was motive enough

to foUowc that example, nowc in hcapes did render observance unto the

same cdictc, in soe much that few of the militia did continue Avith Bryan

McPhelim and Hugh—uaye, were da}-ly in danger to be betrayed by

their proper followers, bad members of the commonwealtli, and speciallie

by Donogh McShanc McMurtha, of decente of Gowlanakirkie, who pre-
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tends to issue from the noble family of Towaill, but is truly and roally a
|

baser extraction of name. Fowly, Edmoud Byi-ne of Ballinaneranny;
|

Eichard ilcOormiclv O'Quinn, MorrignasreuU ; Teige McDaniel of Ballina- i

rahau, in Sillolu ; all of wbich are in the countie of Wicklowe, the scum i

and froathc of all honeste and sincere dealings, and the encendaries of
;

them i)arts, spies for the enemie against these poore men, selling their i

proper souls for paultrie little gain, and the lives of their best benefactors
|

for nothinge. i

" Another comrade of these Anti-Christians, one Tibbot Walsh, of

CuUan, in countie of Kildare, a seducer of all impietie, the chief Mercurie

of Belsebub, a prime promoter against religious and devout men, a spie

for the enemie in the counties of Xildare, Wexford, and Xaterlogh. By
these speciallie were the former gentlemen in mightie danger of their lives

every day, but that they kept in good -watche, sleeping still in places re-

mote from others, and not frequented by any.

" The huntings of these hell-hounds in persuite of these innocents'

souls did totally break their necks, for it inclined to call for conditions,

and none would the enemie graunte, rather use them with extremitie of

the lawe. Soe tossed for a longe time, and still expectinge foraygne relife,

but when all fayled, and they mightie impoverished, Lieutenant-General

Hugh Byi'ne, in the nature of a poore common souldier, went to shoare,

gott shippinge, transported himself for some Catholicke countrie. As for

Bryan, ho ventured through all danger to take his course for the north of

Ireland, to live and die there with the poor TJlstermen, where he amved
with safetie, and Avithin a shorte time. His carde stayed him in Innis-

bofing.

"These resolutions, once thought upon, were extempore putt into

execution, whom we leave for awhile, and speak of ]\Iunster forces.' —
Vifk Confederate Papers.

It is evident from the above that it would be worse than useless, and

therefore, not only imprudent, but a wilful sacrifice of human life, to hold

out any longer. The clergy, with their clearer foresight, saw and knew all

this, but they also knew how hateful to their flocks was the very name of
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surrender, so that nothing less than the personal example of the clergy

themselves could induce them to submit to the inevitable.

But now the leaders were placed in a very unenviable position.

I.ieutenant-General Hugh 0' Byrne, Colonel Bryau McPhelim O'Byrne, and

Colonel Luke 0' Toole were exempt from all pardon from Cromwell and

the Privy Council of Dublin Castle. They were outlawed for high treason,

a reward of £400 put on each of their heads, and pardon for all offences

granted to anyone who would bring in, or would cause to be brought in,

dead or alive, any or all of the above-named chiefs.

As we have seen by the extract, Hugh and Bryan O'Byrne were able

to make good their escape, while Colonel Luke OToole was left to bear the

full brunt of Cromweirs creatures at the Castle. True, Luke was a very

old man, and could hardly expect to escape ; but anyway he avoided failure

by making no attempt to do so, and with the full cognizance of the terrible

doom that was before him, Luke bravely faced the worst, and awaited that

doom with that imperturable disregard to his own personal sufferings as

became a brave soldier, a true Irishman, and a worthy and faithful repre-

sentative of the M'arrior clan.

Kor had Luke very long to wait. He very soon surrendered himself

to the Castle, and we may be sure that there was not much time lost in

needless formalities of the law until he received that sentence of death,

delivered upon him with such grateful pleasure by his judges.

The following is Cromwell's own account of Luke O'Toole's last

effort for life, but even in this there is a suppression on Cromwell's part

of the horse being his own :

" Luke took the head of a sept in Co. Wicklow. Being conscious of

his guilt, had formerly desired to come and treat with me about conditions

for faymS ^^'''^^ ^^^ ^"™^^ ^^ himself and party, and to induce me to give

him favorable terms, he offered me a horse and saddle, worth a hundred

pounds, which he desired I would accept it. I refused his present
;
he,

therefore, submitted not at that time. But now, supposing he could not

some day avoid falling into our hands, by reason of the numbers of our

garrisons placed in all parts amongst them, who, by their being very ^ ell
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acquainted with their mountaiu fustuesses as themselves, and, it may be,
|

thinking there -should not appear sufficient evidence to prove him guilty,
j

he submitted upon the same condition that Tvas formerly offered to him,
|

which was, 'that he should be liable to be tried for murder.' Accordingly,
j

he surrendered himself for trial, with the hope of being honourably

acquitted of every foul charge that could be brought against him ; whereof
i

being accused before the court at Dublin, he was convicted, sentenced, and I

executed."--(From "Memoirs of Ludlow," p. 188, London, 1771.)

After his execution his head was spiked on the old gate which then

stood between Nicholas Street and Patrick Street, where it remained for

some days as a warning to his countrymen to be of good behaviour to the

Government—the Commonwealth of England.

'We are not favoured with the details of Luke O'Toole's trial and

execution, but this much we may fairly assume, that through all the

stages—both the farce of the judicial investigation, when the result was

too plainly evidenced beforehand in the glib satisfaction apparent in the

faces of his accusers and his judges, as weU as at the more trying moment
when he was called upon to bare his neck on the block—through all these

indignities we know that he comported himself in a manner worthy of an

0' Toole, worthy of his noble clan, though now reduced to a remnant,

worthy of the glorious old faith he cherished, and worthy of his persecuted

and ardently-beloved fatherland.

Thus passed away the last acknowledged chieftain of the Clan

O'Toole ; but he died in good company, for in the same year, and about

the same time, many of the old Irish leaders were executed, too. Amongst

them, and one of the most remarkable, was Sir Phelim O'l^eill.

The following account of his capture and execution is taken from an

account given of it by an officer in the army of General Clotworthy

:

"Sir Phelim O'jS^eill was captured in the island in LochEuchan, and

taken before Colonel Yenables, whose salutation to him was that he

was glad to see him well there, to which Sir Phelim replied that he

hoped to find it so by his welcome. "With such civil, courtly expressions

between them they s];okc, till
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but to be civil and kind to bis lady and to his children, and next to cause

his guard to be civil to himself. To both requests the other replied that

he Avould, and that his guard should be civil to him, on -which he called

for a glass of wine and drank to Sir Pheliray, and made him drink the

glass tvrice, and sent him to a chamber with a guard ; and within two days

sent him to Dublin on a paced nag, where he was sentenced to be quar-

tered. After his sentence he was demanded if King Charles the Fii'st

gave them commission to raise the warr, which, if he would avoiich, he

should have his life ; to which he made manly answer, that the king was

so farr from giving them commission to raise the warr that he did not

know of their- rising. On which he was forthwith executed, half alive,

and quartered, one of which (quarters) was sent to be put up in Lisnagarry,

as a memorial of his burning that town at the beginning of the warr, in

November, 1641 ; another quarter in Drogheda, for besieging the same

with forces the same winter ; and the other quarter and his head in

Dublin, as being the chief man that contrived and plotted to take it on

Friday night, 2?rd October, 1641, though he was not there the same

night, but at Charlemont.

" He was a well-bred gentleman, three years at court, free and gene-

rous as could be desired, and very complaisant, stout in build ; but not

being bred anything of a soldier, wanted the main art, that is, policy and

good conduct in warr."

Such was the fate of many of the gentlemen and army leaders of the

old Irish at the end of this long and bloody contest, in Avhich not fewer

than thii'ty-six thousand of the Irish were killed, as well as an equal

number of the English, if not more ; and the subsequent events, arising

out of this dreadful Avar, arc deplorable in the extreme and harrowing to

the feelings, as well as sickening to relate. "A scene," says Mr.

Prendergast, " not Avitnessed in Europe since the conquest of Spain by

the Vandals."

The captains and men of Avar of the Irish, amounting to forty thou-

sand and upwards, Avere banished into Sj^ain, Avhere they took service

imder its king ; others of them, Avith a croAvd of orphan girls, to the
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uumber of eighty thoiisaud, were transported to servo the Eualish

planters in the West Indies; and the remnant of the nation, not banished

nor transported, •were to be transplanted into Connanght ; while the con-

quering army diA^ided the ancient inheritances of the Irish amongst them

by lot.

A proclamation was issued, by which any Catholic priest found in

Ireland after twenty-one days was guilty of high treason, and liable to be

hanged. drawTi, and quartered; any person harbouring such clergyman

was liable to the penalty of death and loss of goods and chattels ; and any

person knowing the jAace of concealment of a priest, and not disclosiag it,

might be publicly whipped and have his ears cut ofi. Hence the origin

of the word " croppy," and the phrase " croppy, lie down !'' Any person

absent fi'om the Protestant church on Sunday Mas liable to a fine of thirty

pence. Magistrates might take away the children of Catholics, and send

them to England to be educated in the Protestant religion ; and might

tender the oath of abjuration to any person of the age of twenty-one years,

who, on refusal to take it, was liable to imprisonment during tlie magis-

trate's pleasure, and the forfeiture of two-thirds of his real and personal

estate. The same price of five pounds was set on the head of a priest as

on that of a wolf, and the production of either head was sufiicient claim

for the reward.

The military were scattered in small parties throughout the country,

and their yigilance kept alive by sectarian rancour and stimulated by the

promise of reward. It must have been difficult, indeed, for a priest to

escape ;
but, nevertheless, many of them braved all dangers for their poor

scattered flocks, and residing in mountain caves or hidden away in lonely

hovels, in bogs, from whenc'e they issued at night to carry the consolations

of Holy Church to the huts of their oppressed and sufi'ering countrymen.

One. at least, of these noble and heroic priests belonged to the Clan

O'Toole—Father Laurence O'Toole, of liathdangan, in county Wicklow,

whose name is mentioned amongst those who were indicted and outlawed

for hi"h treason in 1G42, and of whom we have made mention in our

earlier pages.
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We have not tlie space, nor -would it be -within the province of our

simple history, to record the many siifforiugs -which our forefathers had to

undergo for their faith and country, and tlie heroic sacrifices -which the

Irish priesthood made for their faitliful flocks, nor is it necessary to do

so, for the painful facts have been truthfully depicted by many an

eminent -writer.

At the beginning of this dreadful war, twenty-four gentlemen of the

Clan O'Toole are among the outla-wries of 1G41-2, whilst only six of the

name are mentioned among the forfeiting lando-wners of the County

TVicklo-w in Crom-well's list of confiscations, although many others may
have survived the -war ; and in the forfeitures of 1691 only six again

appear in County Wicklo-w, one in Carlo-w, and one in Eildare, thus

sho-wing how successful were the forfeitures and evictions of preceding

years effected.

When we consider how the people of Ireland were exterminated and

slaughtered, our wonder is excited as to how even a remnant of them

wore left alive, and how it was possible that a man of the Clan O'Toole

escaped. Wolves appear to have taken their places in the homes of their

fathers, not only " wolves in sheep's clothing " (of which there was no

lack neither), but veritable wolves, so much so that Eichard O'Toole

sought a licence to have arms for the pui'^iose of shooting them, as the

following extract will show :

—

" Ordered that Eichard O'Toolo, -nitli ^Morris McWillams, liis servant,

with their two fowling-pieces, and half a poxmd of powder and bullet pro-

portionable, be permitted to pass quietly from Dublin into tlie counties of

Kildare, Wicklow, and Dublin, for the killing of wolves, to continue for

the space of two months from the date of the order.

"Dublin, 1st jSTovembcr, 1G52. Crom. Set.

" Thomas Heebert, Clerk of Council."

The above is a very telling and practical proof of how the country

was becoming depopulated, between the slaughtered thousands in the wars,

the wholesale transportations to Barbadoes, the exodus of the best blood in
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the country, to waste their energies and shed their blood for the benefit of

otlicr nations abroad ; and now the remnant left of their kicsmen, women
and children, were driven into Connauglit, as into prison, while the lands

of the native Irish were divided among the soldiers of Cromwell by lotteiy

established by the Government in London.

Little wonder, then, with all these causes combined, that Eichard

O'Toole would find food for powder and shot among the wolves that

prowled over the cold hearths and deserted homes of his clansmen and

kindred in the glens and valleys of "Wicklow.

While things had reached this pass in Ireland, the work of the Lottery

Bureau in London went merrily on ; the mansions, estates, houses, and

farms from which the owners had been driven, were being "drawn" by,

or on behalf of, the officers and soldiers of the Cromwellian army.

Another class, also, whose claims had to be satisfied, were those petty

London shopkeepers and others who had advanced money to the govern-

ment for the support of the war with the Irish. These were called

"adventurers," and they looked to poor Ireland as the "El Dorado" that

was to satisfy all their sordid claims, and to transmute them, at a bound,

from Cheapside costermongers and " ole clo' " dealers from Houndsditch,

into county magnates and landed proprietors—gentry, forsooth !—in

Ireland.

Not unfrequently did a vulgar, illiterate trooper, or some petty

London huckster "draw" the mansion and estates of an Irish nobleman,

who was glad to accept permission to inhabit for a few weeks, with his

lady and children, some out-office or stable, to shelter them from the

weather, pending their setting out for Connaught.

I3ut soon the lottery ceased, for as mimerous as the confiscated estates

and properties of the Irish Avere, they were soon exhausted and disposed

of, without satisfying even a tithe of the host of hungry, needy free-

booters of the army. !Xow came over to Ireland, under the name of

adventurers and undertakers, another host of robbers, whose "little game"

was to go through the country, seeking for what they were pleased to

style "defective titles," which, when they discovered, they reported to
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the needy governmeut, who made over to them, for comparatively small

sums, a grant of the estates thus discovered.

And a more exhilarating stimulus could not be adininistei-ed. We
must pause in admiration of the rugged simplicity of the "modus operandi."

"With a high and independent ignoring of any of those legal technicalities

that may have temporarily embarassed less rigliteous men than those

"chosen ones," as they blasphemously styled them, they conveniently re-

solved the matter into one plain issue, thus: The government want money;

we want an estate. Let us say the title to this estate is defective
;
pay

government a trifle for it, and there you are. But, we might say, what

about the OAvner's claim ? Simply, that, at the time we write of, and the

characters we deal with, an Irish Papist had no claims, no legal status,

no rights ; the road to Connaught was open for him, and thrice lucky was

he wore he permitted to pursue his way in peace, without personal injury

to himself, or outrage on his wife or daughters.

On they came, those same discovers, like the harvest gleaners after

the binders, and in many cases they succeeded in pouring down on some

poor gentleman who had been shielded till then by trusting to the honour

and friendship of some kind Protestant neighbour, who nominally held his

lands for him until the storm blew over. As in the case of CuhiL- O'Toole

of Ballyhubbock, in Imayle, and Sir Thomas Eustace, or by some other

oversight, whose estate was passed over unnoticed, until the lynx eye of

the discoverer found him out.

For the lands of Cahir O'Toole, Kilmacannoc, discovered by Sir

William Flowers, see discoverer's certificate, (jaxil's Collections, Public

Eecord Offiee, Pull 24, :M. 41, Audit, as an example.

Thus was the last remnant of the property of the Powerseourt branch

of tlie ()'T(..»les, as well as those of Ivilmakennocke. fraudulently wrested

from Iheiii, under tlie semblance of legal deed. ]5ut, althouii'li they dis-

possessed thorn of their lands, they were not able to deprive them of their

faith ; nov were they successful in totally extirpating from the soil of their

fathers all the representatives of the old clan, as we find them well repre-

sented, even in the present day, by several of the name in and about



478 HISTORY OF THE CLAN o'tOOLE [a.B. 1052.

Elmakennocke, as in the cases of Mr. Charles OToole, Trudder, and Mr.

Stephen O'Toole, Glen of the Downs (formerly Gleugap).

Hard hy is Saint Machonoc's cell, and the burial-ground in which

so many generations of the Clan O'Toole await the trumpet blast of the

great Accounting Day. Through it flows that beautiful stream arising

from that spring where the saint drew his daily beverage. This spring is

surrounded by beautiful and majestic yew trees. Magnificent objects

they are, and of great antiquity, as their girth shows ; and we bless the

lucky chance that has preserved them against the woodman's axe.

What dendriologist will tell us their age without hewing or hacking

them ? But curious as we are on this subject, we would not have the

feeling gratified by the lopping of a single bough, or permitting a saw

to touch one of their ancient and noble trunks.

How could we, when we reflect on how many of the clan have in

chUdhood gambolled about their base ; through life been familiar with

their grand and majestic appearance ; and in death sleep quietly beneath

their shade ?

Long may you stand, venerable trees of Cell-Machonoc ! And may

you continue to flourish till your circumference excels that of the hoariest

of Lebanon's coders ! Let the O'Tooles keep a protecting eye over you,

and let them, should any danger approach you, cry out in the words of

the poet

:

" "Woodman ! Spare those trees ! Touch not a single bough !

In youth they sheltered us, and we'll protect them now !"

The visitor to this place cannot fail to admire the graceful form of

those yews, whose knotted arms stem stretching out to iutercluster with

each other. The surroundings of the whohi locality, too, must ensure the

encomiums of the tourist, when he has before him tlie whole panorama to

be seen up Glengap, so well and so pleasantly remembered by thousands of

excursionists as the " Glen of the Downs." It must have been a place of

importance in its day, having still its patent for a fail', which is held

annually.
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TTith little peace to the kingdom, the Protectorate of Cromwell lasted

for ten years, and before its close the love of monarchy was fust reviving

in the hearts of monf for small hopes seemed to be vested in the security

or possession of property, save under kingly government.

The bickerings of factious, the dis])utes between soi-dlsant Parliaments

and their leaders, cabals in tlie army, and contentious dissensions among
all classes of societj', began to disgust the nation ; but in Ireland, where

the name of Cromwell was so bitterly and so deservedly execrated—not-

withstanding their bloody ordeal in tlie conflict they had passed through,

sufiering as they were from the unhealed Avounds inflicted on them at the

hands of that remorseless tyrant—yet they were not cowed; still were they

ready and ripe for revolt ; and through the length and breadth of tbe laud

parties were organized to concert the best measures for the restoration of

the exiled son of Charles I., aud for the rallying round his flag when he

did return.

The death of Cromweli obviated auy violent measures in the restora-

tion of Charles If. to the throne. The Irish were now naturally sanguine

that their grievances would be redressed, and, with this expectation, they

presented a petition, to which they only received compassionate words aud

promises never to be fulfilled, owing to his moral weakness, dread of the

dominant Puritans, and the innate fear of being treated by them in like

manner to his father, did he dare to have courage of what must have been

his inward convictions, or attempt to frustrate the nefarious pei'secutions

carried on in his name.

During Charles's reign the state of the Irish Catholics was most de-

plorable, and tlic Church itself was in tlie narrowest straits. Such of the

old Irish nobles as had escaped death by the Cromwelliau buteliei-s—for

we will not call it war—or refused to bo transported to Coniiaught. Avere

reduced to the direst hardship, depending for shelter and support on their

friends and former dependants.

'\Vith Holy Church, too, affairs Avere no better. The episcopacy re-

duced to two or three bishops, living in avooJs or caves, aud occasionally

visiting their flocks in disguise; the few priests (principally friars) who
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remained T;rere hunted do-u-n like wolves, hiding in caves, in holes, in bogs,

and other secluded places, or going about amongst their people, disguised

sometimes as itinerant artisans—often as pedlars, with the sacred vest-

ments at the bottom of their packs; known to none except the members of

their faitliful and persecuted flocks, to whom they administered the con-

solations of their holy religion, shedding a peaceful halo over the last few

hours of many a poor soul, who knew but little peace in his troubled life-

time; and whenever opportunity offered they broke the Bread of Life

amongst their flocks, at the immediate and imminent risk of ruthless

butchery if discovered.

Son as he was of a Catholic mother, the profligate Charles II. had no

respect (or, if he had, he succeeded in carefully disguising it) for the pro-

fessors of the Roman Catholic faith, although they constituted the majority

of the population; on the contrary, he treated their prelates and subordin-

ate clergy with neglect and contempt.

"Five years after the Eestoration, Edmond O'Eeilly, Archbishop of

Armagh, was sent prisoner to London. In 1G7S. Peter Talbot de Mala-

hide, Archbishop of Dublin, was imprisoned in the Castle, and in the

October of that year a proclamation was issued, commanding all arch-

bishops, bishops, and clergy exercising ecclesiastical jurisdictioa under

the Pope, to depart the kingdom by the -0th day of Xovembcr. .-^mther

proclamation, which was published on the same day, forbade Papists to

come into the Castle of Dublin, the markets of Drogheda, Cork, Water-

ford, Limerick, TTcxford, Touirhal, and Galway.

But the culmination of this sensual monarch's infamy was the execu-

tion of the sainted Oliver Plunkott Archbishop of Armagh. avIio was

hanged at Tyburn on July 1st. IGSLnn the evidence of perjured wit-

nesses, and by a jury wlio thought it a mcriturious act to slay a dignitary

of his position.

This last sacrilegions and bloodv deed capped the climax of the re-

ligious persecutions then rampant. C'harles regretted the deed wlien it was

ton late, and recriminated his minister for inveigling him into it; and at

his death, which occurred soon after the enacting,' of this bloodv and dis-
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graceful drama, he repented of his misdeeds, and turned to the sheltering

arms of that Church he did so much to injure in his lifetime. He died a

Catholic, in which faith he must have believed all his life.

Of an indolent nature, he even preferred the committal of base

wrongs in his name, than to shake off the trammels of the licentious

voluptuarv, but when he found that the sands in his glass were running

low, he exhibited, by his fear of death, another illustration of the Shake-

sperian aphorism: "Conscience doth make cowards of us all." However,

he sought for pardon at that Fount of Mercy, the waters of which are not

to be measured by the limited standard of our weak minds.

THE BATTLE OE THE BOYKE.

THE PART THE CLAN o'tOOLE AND THE OTHER LEINSTER SERTS TOOE IN IT.

James II. succeeded his brother Charles, and. upon his accession, all

those things were changed. The new king openly declared himself a

Catholic, and went in from the start for perfect liberty of conscience

throughout the land.

is^ow the bishops and clergy emerged from their hiding-places, and

celebrated the holy mysteries of religion, as before, iu the public churches.

The people, too, awakened, as if from a long trance of sorrow, heaved with

new life, and with faces all beaming anl radiant, went about in crowds,

chantin? songs of joy and gratitude. One after another the barriers of

exclusion wore laid "low, and the bulk of the people admitted to equal

riffhts with the colonist Protestants.

Ireland and England, accordingly, seethed with Protestant Puritan

disaffection; but for a time they remained sullen and dogged, hoping that,

as James had no male heir, at his death things would return to their for-

mer state ; but when an heir was born to James, they resolved to rise in

their full strength, and treat James as they had treated his father. For

this purpose they invited William, Prince of Orange (James's son-in-law),

to come over, and William, losing no time in complying with their

32
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request, landed at Torbay on the 5th Kovember, 1688, with a Dutch fleet

of tTventy-two meu-of-war, twenty-five frigates, twenty-five ships, and about

four hundred transports, conveying in all about fifteen thousand men.

The royal army of England deserted their king, and went over in a

body to the usurper—the king flying to France. At this peculiar crisis

Ireland remained true and faithful to James, as being the only monarch

who, for many generations, had taken her part, and was disposed to

alleviate her sorrows and grant her relief. James appointed Tyrconnell

to organize the Irish forces, who found them undisciplined, and without

arms or ammimition, except a few of the older ones, such as Cahir,

Bryan, and Tyrlagh O'Toole, who had fought in the previous wars of

Cromwell. Many of the old soldiers returned from the Continent to strike

yet another blow for poor Ireland, and this enabled Tyrconnell to show

fight.

Thus it was that James returned, and he and "William met face to

face on the banks of the Boyne; William with fifty thousand veteran

troops, whilst James had but twenty-three thousand—many of them raw

recruits—with the few that joined him from England and France.

Thenceforth James rested all his hopes on the Irish Catholics, and

especially on Tyi'conneU.

Among those whom James brought over from France with him were

the Duke of Berwick, the Earls of Dover, Abercoru, Melfort, and some

French officers. James landed at Kinsale (from France), 1689, and im-

mediatelv proceeded to Dublin. His entry into the city was very

mairuificcut. From James's Gate to the Castle the streets were lined

with soldiers, portion of the eight thousand horse and thiity thousand foot

raised hv Tyrconnell ; the bulconio- of the houses exhibited their finest

tapestry and cloth of Arras ; and wlien the monarch liimself appeared,

mounted on a fine charger, and aer-ompauied by Lords Granard, Fowls,

Berwick, Melfort. and other devoted loyalists, the enthusiasm of the

people knew no bounds, and tliey lustily pealed forth a song, composed

for the occasion, having for its refrain, "James, our true king !"
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" Play, pyper ! Play ! Come, lasses ! Dance and sing

!

And old harpers, strike up ! To harp for the king !

He is come ! He is come ! Let us make Ireland ring

With a loud shout of -welcome ! May God save the king

!

" Bring ye flowers ! Bring ye flowers !

To strew in the pathway of James, our true king !

And, better still than flowers, may our good wishes bring

A long life of glory to James, our true king !

" Huzza, then ! Huzza, then ! The news is on the wing

!

Triumphant he comes, amid shouts for the king !

All blessings attend him ! May every good thing

Be showered on the brave head of James, our true king !"

Oh ! you foolish and simple people of Ireland ! How truly do you

exemplify the words of Moore :

" Oh, Erin ! the tear and the smile in thine eye

Blends like the rainbow that hangs in the sky !"

But yesterday, ground down to the dust by the bigotry and racial

hatred of your persecutors ! To-day, jubilant and rejoicing in the highest

degree at the coming of a supposed deliverer ! And though soon to be

awakened from this short dream of bliss, the ucver-dying spirit of nation-

ality remained strong as ever.

Having critablished himself in Dublin Castle, James caused an altar

to be erected in Christ Church, where he assisted at the holy ceremony of

the Mass, celebrated by the Eeverend Alexis Strafford, and heard ser-

mons preached by Fathers Hall and the celebrated Michael Moore.

He next issued a decree Avhieh consisted of several points highly im-

portant to the Irish nation.

Firstly, he commanded all his Irish subjects wlio had quitted the

kingdom to return by a specified time on pain of outlawry.
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Secondly, he offered his thauks to all his true subjects for their

loyalty.

Tliirdly, he invited the people to supply his army, but forbade the

troops to take anything without payment.

Fourthly, he raised the value of the currency.

Fifthly, he summoned a Parliament to meet him in the ensuing May,

Accordingly, on the 27th of that month, the last really "National

Parliament " assembled in the King's Inns, and was attended by forty-six

peers and two hundred and twenty- eight commoners. Among the former

were five Protestant bishops, two others acting by prosy, but no Catholic

prelates were summoned. Among the commoners, who represented the

best blood in Ireland, we find the name of Captain Charles OToole, and

we need hardly say that he recorded his vote for freedom of conscience;

the rights of religion, the Catholic clergy to receive the tithes from mem-
bers of their own faith, the independence of the Irish Parliament, and the

repeal of the Act of Settlement, which would have reinstated the rightful

heirs in those lands of which they had been dispossessed by James I. and

the plundering followers and adventm-ers of Cromwell.

The Acts of this Parliament have been grossly vituperated by English

writers, who have never ceased to heap obloquy on King James ; but,

blinded by party bias, they never reflect that it was his boiinden duty to

make restitution to the lineal representatives of those whom his grandfather

(James I.) had arbitrarily ousted, and in whose faces his brother (Charles

II.) slammed the doors of the Court of Claims, rather than be pestered by

the importunity of those papists who had lost everything but life and

honour in the maintenance of the rights of his father, and the aiding of

his own restoration.

"While that Parliament sat, the sons and grandsons of the O'Xeills,

O'Donnells. O'Tooles, O'Pyrnes, and Maguires, and other high names,

came from abroad to serve their king in the field. Little wonder that the

O'Tooles throw themselves, heart and soul, into the cause of King James,

as it afforded them a favourable opportunity to regain theii-lost properties;

not, indeed, through any overwhelming sense of loyalty to James as king,
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whose rights as the sovereign of Ireland they never did acknowledge, but

they \rere actuated by feelings of gratitude for the efforts he made to

alleviate the sufferings of the Irish people; by admiration of bis courage in

proclaiming himself a staunch Catholic from the very beginning ; and by

the very natural feeling they entertained, that, in fostering the cause of

James, they were also furthering their o-mi.

Those -who give an unbridled tongue in the abuse of James—and vre

don't profess to be panegyrists of liis—must admit that, had he chosen to

be a base temporizer and hypocrite ; bad he taken a leaf out of bis

brother Charles's book, made his religious sentiments attune to the cant

and bigotry of English Puritans, and shut his eyes to the intolerance and

persecution that was being carried out in the royal name, he might have

kept his seat on the throne, blocked the vaulting ambition of William,

Prince of Orange, and changed the whole tenor of England's subsequent

liistory.

But James, by advocating the rights of freedom, of religion, and the

liberty of conscience, the amelioration of the hard lot of his Irish subjects,

and the restoring to them their robbed estates—by trying this issue, in

which the ascendancy party had so much to lose, he failed ; but let us re-

member that he choose the nobler part.

The hopes the Irish had in the success of King James were, like

too many others, doomed to disappointment. On the 12th July,

William's army, 3G,000 strong (some say 50,000), mostly Germans, Danes,

and other foreign mercenaries, with an immense park of well-served artil-

lery, forced the fords of the Boyne, in spite of the half-disciplined and

badly-armed Irish levies, with their six miserable field-pieces, that were

opposed to them.

But the Irish Catholics in the army of James, though overpowered

by the overwhelming superiority of their opponents, in men, munitions,

and organization, can show many a proud Irish name, both in James's

army list, holding high command, and forming the rank and file of regi-

ments serving under their natural leaders, the chiefs of their clans.

Among these we find the members of Clan O'Toole, as ever, well to the
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front, and comportiujj; tliomsclves witli their accustomed valour and
courage. Colonel Francis 0' Toole, son of Barnabv, high sheriff and
justice of the county of Wicklow, had a regiment of his own, recruits

from amongst the Wicklow mountains, and chiefly composed of those of

his own clan, amongst whom, Charles O'Toole, Captains John and Garrett

Byrne, and Lieutenant John O'Toole; Derraot (or Daniel) McTirlagh
O'Toole, of Penvote, son of Tirlagh (Chichester's victim), was lieutenant

in Lord Slane's regiment, and his sou, Tirlagh [ov Terry, as he was then

called), also Tirlagh and Bryan O'Toole, sons of the late Luke of Castle-

kevin ; in fact, every member of the clan able to bear arras was bearing

them, either in the capacity of epauletted officer, or the no less honourable

position of the common soldier.

The O'Tooles, as the anniversary of the Boyne comes round, have far

more reason to rejoice than the lustiest Orangeman that ever sported sash,

burned a house, or shot down his inoffensive Catholic neighbour ; for on
that day a deed was performed at the Boyne, the remembrance of which
should gladden the heart of every O'Toole, whether he is still resident

among the hills and vales of Wicklow, or a sojourner in strange lands
;

the 12th of July should always bring a thrill to his heart and a prayer to

his lip for that brave soldier of his clan who on that morning left William
of Orange minus one of his best lieutenants, viz., the Duke of Schomberg.

On the morning of that day the Dutch Guards, the EnniskiUeners,

and the French Huguenots, led by Guillemotte and the Duke of Schomberg,

dashed into the ford hard by the Grove Island, and were met by the Irish,

who caused them to waver and fall back. In the conflict, Guillemotte,

Walter of Derry, and old Schomberg were slain, the latter receiving his

death blow—if we may credit King James's own account of the affair

—

from Sir Charles O'Toole, an exempt of the Guards, who was, doubtless,

Wingfield's ward, the son of Dermot O'Toole of Ballyhubbock, who sat in

the Irish Parliament.

In a manuscript account of this battle by Lord Fingal, lately published

by Mr. Gilbert, this gallant deed is ascribed to Brian O'Toole, as follows :

"As the king began to retreat toward? the bourg of Duleek, the left
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Aving, with the centre, vrent ofi first, -^liicli loft wing was posted over

against the ford of Ouldbridge; not being supported by horse, were

almost forced to retreat, but were indangerod to be intercepted by such of

the enemye as had traversed the river first before they joined their main

army, which the Duke of Tyrconnell perceiving, flew from the right with

his regiment of horse and two troops of guards, as did Colonel Parker,

with his regiment of horse, and Colonel Gutherland, with his. It was

Tyrconnell' s fortune to charge first the blue regiment of foot guards to the

Prince of Orange, and he pierced through. He presently after engaged

the Enniskilleners horse—bould troopers. At the same tyme the two

troops of guards and the other two regiments bravely opposed their

eneymyes. This gave opportunity to the king's infantry to get off in

safety.

"It was during these encounters that one Master Bryan O'Toole, of

the guards, discovering his former ould enemye. Marshal Schomberg, near

the village of Ouldbridge, resolved to sacrifice his life to making him away.

Upon which, O'Toole, with a few of the guards and a few of Tyrconnell's

horse, made iip to him, and O'Toole, with his pistol, shott the marshal

dead, but soon after, fyghting lyke a lyon, he was slayn. By the tyme

Schomberg was killed, the Prince of Orange traversed the river with the

rest of the army, who, near the village of Dunmore, had some small in-

gagement, for the Irish horse— especially the right wing—fought, retreat-

ing along, in covering the main body, tUl they came to Duleck, two miles

from the Boync, where, being pressed by pursuit of the enemye, the Irish

army halted, and faced about, with preparation for a bloody combat, if

sett upon. But the Prince of Orange, observing the king's army to make

such a countenance, thought it more prudent to halt, and suffer them to

march away. The Irish lost 500, and the English 1,000 men in this

combat, which can be only called a skirmish, as the king had resolved the

night before not to give battle there, but to return to Dublin, and fortify

himself there against the enemye."

A dift'eronce of opinion exists here between the two authorities, King

James and Lord Fiugal ; but as the latter was an eye-witness, his account
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is more likelj' to be tlio authentic one. In support of this view, the fact

that "Bryan O'Toole, fyghting lyke a lyon, was himself slayn," goes to

corroborate Lord Fingal's version, as it is natural to suppose that Schom-

berg's stafi and bodyguard made desperate efforts to avenge their com-

mander's death, and we find Sir Charles O'Toole subsequently in King
James's service at St. Germains.

But it is a matter of secondary importance to the O'Tooles of to-day

which of the two performed the valiant and daring deed that bestowed a

lustre on the name of the performer, the reflection of which must have

tended to animate the brave spirit of his namesakes on many a Conti-

nental field, and fires the spirit and cheers the soul of the members of the

old clan to-day, whenever the memories of the "Battle of the Boyne" are

referred to.

Mr. Gilbert continues :
—" The Irish got orders fi-om Tyrconnell to

march to the city of Limerick. They crossed the River Liffey at Leislip

and (part of them) at Chapel Izod. The next day they marched to Rath-

coole, to Nance (Naas), on to Castle Dermot, to Carlow and Kilkenny, till

they reached Limerick in their march of the following days.

"The king arrived in Dublin on the evening of the battle (Boyne),

and lodged in the Castle that night. The next morning he started for

France, passing through Bray (where he left two companies of horse to

keep the bridge), through Wicklow and Wexford, to the fort of Duncan-

non, where he took shipping for France. In a few days he arrived in

Brest, and from thence he reached St. Germains in safety, being the mes-

senger of what happened at the Boyne."

For the after-history of this campaign we refer our readers to the

"History of Ireland," by D'Arcy Magee, or to A. M. Sullivan's " Story of

Ireland," where it is treated at length. It is sufficient for us to know that,

through all the stages of that struggle, from Atlilonc to Aughiim, and
from the Boyne to the Shannon, the O'Tooles played well their part. They
were present (any of them that survived) when the last glorious stand was
made at Limerick, and surrendered, after signing an honourable capitula-
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tion, every article of which was shamefully violated by the Williamite

government.

Thenceforth we must seek the chiefs of this ancient sej^t in the muster-

rolls of continental armies, where they im'ariably distinguished themselves

as became men of theii' high and heroic lineage, in the Irish Brigade, from

Dunkirk to Belgrade, in Spain, in Austria, and other parts of Europe.

Sir Charles O'Toole followed the fortunes of the exiled king, and was

attached to his bodyguard at St. Germains, near Paris, where James died

as became "a true Catholic sovereign," 16th September, 1701, in the

sixty-eighth year of his age.

Eight well, indeed, have the O'Tooles maintained the motto em-

blazoned on their armorial bearings: " Virtute et Fidelitate"—"Courageous

in battle, and in adversity time to the faith of our fathers."

Begard them as we may, either as soldiers or ecclesiastics, the two

most strongly-contrasted professions, none have won higher honour in

both than the men of the Clan O'Toole. Those who followed the fortunes

of King James into France, and volunteered for military service, well

maintained the honour and prestige of the clan, both in the Irish Brigade

and the armies of Spain and Austria.

After the Treaty of Limerick the garrison of that city landed in

France, and then the second Irish Brigade was formed. It is not our pur-

pose to mention here, much less describe, all the battles in which the

brigade distinguished themselves. The peace of Utrecht put an end to

the war of Flanders, but still many of the Irish continued to serve in

Italy and Germany, and thus fought at Parma, Gaustelld, and Philips-

burgh, and at the battle of Fontenoy, which was almost lost to the French,

when Marshal Saxc, who commanded on the occasion, ordered up his last

reserves, the Irish Brigade,

—

" And Fontenoy, famed Fontenoy, had been a Waterloo,

Were not these exiles ready then, fresh, vehement, and true !"

On that daj' the brigade consisted of the regiments of O'Brien (Lord

Clare), Lally, Dillon, Berwick, Both, and Buckley, with FitzJames's
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liorsc, aided by the French regiments of iS'ormandy and Yaisseany. The

brigade was ordered to charge with fixed bayonets npon the flank of the

English, without firing. They were led by Lord Clare to immediate

action, and the stimulating cry of " Cuimhuigdh ar Luimneach agus ar

Fheile ne Sacanagh,"—" Eemembcr Limerick!"—and "Saxon Faith,"

was re-echoed from rank to rank, and from man to man. and that fierce

charge was so in-esistible that what was considered as almost certain vic-

tory for the English forces was suddenly changed into an absolute defeat

for them—success crowning the French arms. It is recorded that Louis,

Eing of France, who was present on the occasion, rode down to the Irish

bivouac, and personally thanked the brigade for their brilliant services

;

while, on the other hand, King George of England, on hearing of his de-

feat, and the immediate cause of it, uttered the memorable imprecation on

the Penal Code in Ireland: " Cursed be the laws that deprived me of such

subjects !"

But Fontenoy was not won without loss to the Irish Brigade. The

English volley, and the sharp, short struggle on the crest of the hill, cost

the Irish dearly. One-fourth of their officers, including Colonel Dillon,

and one-third of their men, were killed.

The history of the brigade after Fontenoy may be easily summarised.

In 1747 they earned the village of Lanfeldt, where another Colonel

Dillon, with 130 officers and 1,600 men, were left dead upon the field.

In 1751 they were at Maestricht, Lally's regiment served in India, and

the other regiments in Germany, during the war, from 1756 to 1762.

During the American devolution, the Irish fought in the French

West Indian Islands ; but by that time they were gi-eatly reduced, not-

withstanding the almost continuous reinforcements from Ireland who

came over, and who were known by the name of "Wild Geese."

Taught a lesson by Fontenoy, the English, formerly so anxious to get

rid of the best of Ireland's sous, now discountenanced, and did theii" best

to prohibit, the emigration. They found, to their cost and discomfiture

on many a battle-ground, that those same Irish were not finally disposed

of when perfidy and fraud had exiled them. In 1726 they caught one
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Captain Moses Nolan, "v^ho hailed from Carlow, enlisting for the brigade,

and had him hanged at St. Stephen's Green, for having shipped 2G0 men

to go off on the very night he was arrested.

The periodical emigration of these recruits was fancifully styled the

" Flights of the Wild Geese." Referring to their return to fight for old

Ireland, we quote the following (translated) verse of a Gaelic ballad :

—

"The Wild Geese shall return, we'll welcome them home,

So active, so armed, and flightj-

A flock was never known to this island to come,

Since the days of Prince Fionn the Mighty !"

The following are some of the names of the O'Tooles, O'Byrnes, and

Kavanaghs, who fought and signalized themselves in the wars of the Irish

Brigade in the service of France :

—

O'Btene.

Lieut, Byrne, killed at Fontenoy, regiment de Lally.

Lieut. Byrne,
,, ,,

regiment de Lally.

Cornet Byrne,
,, ,, FitzJames's horse.

Captain Byrne, wounded at Fontenoy, regiment de Both.

O'Birn, Gerard, officer en service de France en 1702.

O'Byrne, Capitaine, en 169S, de Dublin.

O'Bp-ne, Capitaine, en 1716-1727, de Galway.

O'Byrne, Liet. de Hoi, a St. Jean pied deport en 1736 (cavaliere).

O'Byrne, Gregoire, Chevalier de St. Louis, capitaine en 1770.

O'Byrne, James, Sous-Lieut, en 1777, regiment de Berwick.

O'Byrne, John, Sous-Lieut, en 1780, regiment dc Berwick.

O'Byrne, Eichard, Sous-Lieut, eu 1788-90, regiment de Berwick.

O'Byrne, Panif^l, Snus-Liout. en 1778-80, regiment de Walsh.

O'Byrne, Jacque.'^, Chevalier de St. Louis, Capitaine en 1769, regi-

ment de Berwick.

O'Byrne, Georges, Sous-Lieut, en 1788, Capitaine en 1792-91. regi-

ment de Walsh.

O'Byrne, Chef de Bataillon.
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O'Catakagh.

Cavanac (O'Cavanagh), Luis Amie, Stanislaus (Bannac), Chef de

BataiUon en 1809-1819.

O'Cavanagh, Capitaine en 1698, Dragons du Eoi Jacques.

O'Cavenagh, Capitaine en 1706, second batt. regiment de Berwick.

O'Cavenagh, Jean Baptist Justin, Mousquetaire en 1727, Lieut, du

Eoi au Port Louis en 1760-66.

O'Cavenagh, Marechal de Logis en 1739-41; Marechal des Camps et

Armees, 1780
;
gendarmes Ecossais.

O'Cavenagh, Morgan,
j gous-Lieuts. en 1785-6, regiment de Walsh.

Cavenagh, Thomas, )

O'Cavenagh, Major en 1790, des gardes du Eoi de Pologne, regiment

de Berwick.

O'Cavenagh, Cadet Gentilhomme en 1789-90.

O'TooLE.

O'Toole, Chirurgier-Major, en 1724, Eegiment de Dillon.

O'Toole, Capitaine, en 1728-1784, Eegiment de Dillon.

O'Toole, Nicholas, Capitaine, en 1728-1784, Eegiment de Dillon.

O'Toole, Louis, Capitaine, en 1771, d'une Compagnie d'Invalide

d'etache a Montpellier.

O'Toole, Luc, Sous Aide-Major, en 1768-74.

OToole, Patrice, Sous-Lieutenant, en 1768-1774-79, Eegiment de

Berwick.

O'Toole, William, Chevalier de St. Louis ; Lieutenant, en 1774, Eegi-

ment de Berwick; Lieutenant- Colonel, 1790-2, Eegiment de Dillon.

O'Toole, William, Sous-Lieutenant, en 1779; Lieutenant-Colonel en

1793, Eegiment de Berwick.

O'Toole, Bryan, Sous-Lieutenant en 1780, Sous Aide-Major en 1791,

Regiment dc Berwick.

O'Toole, John, Cadet Gentilhomme, en 1789, Sous-Lieutenant en

1790-1, Eegiment de Berwick
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O'Toole, Francis, Membre de la Legion d'Honneur, Capitaine, en

1838-73, deLigae

O'Toole, Chef de Bataillon.

With many others in the rank and file of the Brigade.

In the Spanish Army we find the foUomng :

—

O'Toole, Don Franscesco, Eegiment de Waterford, 1724.

O'Toole, Don Danielo, Sub-Lieutenant, same regiment, 1788.

O'Toole, Don Jacobo, Sub-Lieutenant, same regiment, 1788.

They were also to be found in the armies of Austria and the Nether-

lands, and throughout the whole continent of Europe ; but no matter in

what land they fought, or under whicb flag they mustered, they were

always waiting, anxiously waiting, and yearning for the day when, upon

their native soil, they would be able to strike yet another blow for the

land they loved so well. And in the event of their falling on the battle-

field, as so many thousands of them did, the only worldly thought that

entered their minds, the only regret at the shedding of their heart's blood,

was the same as Sarsfield's : "Oh, God ! that this was for Ireland !

"

Not only were the O'Tooles cliivalrous in battle, but they were also

gallant, and might have faii-ly added to their device

:

"Jlonneur et les Dames,"

as the following historic fact will prove :

—

In 1718, James Francis Edward Stuart, son of James II., wishing to

marry, the clioice of his future consort devolved on the brave and accom-

plished Charles Wogan (subsequently Sir Charles), of liathcoffey, Co.

Kildare, then in the suite of the prince. After visiting all the continental

courts, Wogan persuaded himself that there was uone so suited to mate

with his royal master as the beautiful Princess Clementina Sobieski,

daughter of the prince, James Sobieski, whose father defeated the Turks

before Vienna in 1G33.

Prince James accepted Wogan's choice, and was duly affianced to the

princess, the matter, meanwhile, having been taken out of Wogan's

hands bv a Scotch intrigue in the court of King James. The Elector of
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Hanover, George I. of England, becoming aware of the affiance spared no

pains to prevent a union whicli was likely to advance the interests of the

exile's competition for the English crown, and prevailed on the Emperor

Charles YI. of Germany—who depended on British aid for the preserva-

tion of his southern dominions in Italy against the Spaniards—to seize

the princess and her mother, and shut them both up in the castle of

Innspruck, in the Tyrol.

There was an awkward fix, and how was the prince to get possession

of his betrothed ? Wogan was the most suitable man to undertake this

delicate mission, and the prince left it entirely in his hands, giving him

carte-blanche as to the arrangements and details. Wogan's first step was

to call to his aid in this adventui-ous enterprise his three most intimate

companions in arms, whose courage, bravery, and prowess were thoroughly

well established in many a well-sustained struggle both in open field and

contested siege. These were Major Gaydon, Captain Luke O'Toole, and

Captain John Misset, all of the Irish Brigade.

O'Toole was a worthy representative of the old clan, of splendid

physique, standing over six feet high in his vamps, and judging by the

skill and address exhibited in the carrj^ng out of the part of the pro-

gramme assigned to him, proved beyond doubt that, iu addition to his being

" au fait'' in " affaires de guerre," he was no novice neither in " affaires

de coeur.''

Having provided a carriage and six fleet steeds, the adventurers,

accompanied by Madame Misset, set out for Strasbourg, and from that

city started for Innspruck, where, by stratagem, one of the party succeeded

in obtaining an interview with the princess, who was then sick in bed.

On learning the object of then- mission, and hearing the arrangements

made for her liberation, Clementina, without the slightest hesitation, took

iu the situation at once and entered joyfully into their plans. She imme-

diately shook ofi her indisposition, arose from her sick couch, and attired

in the clothes of her tire-woman, succeeded in baffling the -^-igilance of the

sentinels, and making good her escape to where the carriage awaited her.

Here she was received bv Madame ]\Iissct and her brave deliverers, but
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no time was to be spared ia congratulations yet, for their work was not
complete.

"When the carriage started with its precious freight, tli? fir.^t con-

sideration to occupy the mind of Wogau was to guard them against the

iuevitablc pursuit, and for this onerous post of danger, OToole was most
happily selected. How he did this, and how he disposed of the pursuing

party, is not detailed, but the arrangement, whatever it was, must have

been more satisfactory to Luke O'Toole, than to the unfortunate wight

who had the temerity to cross his path, for we find that he shortly came
up with his companious, and aided them in lifting '-such a prey" as his

remotest ancestors never dreamed of, in the person of the fair Clementina.

On they bravely sped, day and night, seldom halting, until they

reached Montefiascone, in the Papal States, where the marriage of the

prince and princess was solemnized with great magnificence, in 1719, and
the issue of the marriage of this august couple were Prince Charles, of

1745-6 celebrity, and the Cardinal Duke of York.

The Sovereign Pontiff, Clement XL, the true friend of the expa-

triated Irish, M-as so struck by this romantic adventure, and feeling deeply

gratified at its success, Clementina being his own God-daughter, that he
caused Luke 0' Toole to be brought into his presence, and there and then

created him a knight of the " Golden Spur,'' congratulating him in the

warmest terms for his courage and bravery ; and well he deserved the en-

comiums passed on him.

Never since the days of St. Lorcan was an O'Toole so honoured in

the metropolis of Christendom. The Conservators, or Municipality, of

Home conferred upon him and his comrades the freedom of their city, as

Me may sec by the following diploma, the text of which we give in the

original :

—

Diploma to the Irish ofiicers who liberated the Princess Clementina

Sobieski, conferred on the 19th June, 1719, upon Sir Charles Wogan,
EathcoSey, Co. Kildare ; Major Pichard Gaydon, Captain Luke O'Toole,

and Captain John Misset, of Kildare, of Dillon's Eegiment of the Irish

liriffade in France.



490 HTSTORT OF THE CLAN o'tOOLE [a.D. 1719.

The grant is stated to have been made in recognition of the services

of these officers in liberating from detention, at Innspruek, and conveying

safely to Italy, the Princess Clementina, grand-daughter of John Sobieski,

King of Poland, and affianced mfe of James Francis Stuart, who in the

document is styled James III., Eing of Great Britain.

Quamquam ea semper fuerit Vrbis Eomte faelicitas ut Gives undequaque

admirables omni eauo genucrit et ceteros par^ virtute praestantis proprio

quodam iure sues fecerit sivu quod nulibi faelicius nascantur virtutes

quamubi tot exemplis premiisque excitantur sivS quod aUbi gentium

natae ad banc veluti propriam sedem sua sponte confluant sivS orbis

Terrarum in singulis ferme provinciis auctus Coloniis Romana virtute

deductis vices rependat Almte pareriti dum vires lectissimus ad banc diriget

et excipiendos, eos tamen peculiari effectu complexa est, quos de Eepublica

optimi meritos praeclari alicujus gesti gloria commendat et supra mortales

caeteros evehit cum itaqua illustrissimi Vik Caeolus Wogan, de Eacofiy,

Ablegarus Serenissimi liegis Jacobi III., ad Serenissimum principem

Poloniae Jocobum Eicarditts Gatdon, de Irishtown, Major Cohortis Hiber-

nicae de Dublin, eques Ordinis Eegis Sancti Ludovici in Francia Lucas

O'TooLE, de Victoria Capitaneus ejusdem Cohortis ; JoAX^'ES Misset, Eil-

daria, Capitaneus eiusdem Cohortis non solum clarissimae Patriae splen-

dore ac familiae laude morum gravitate et innocentia rerum Gerendarum

vsuatque peritia fide, constantia optimis Eegibus probata potissimum in re

militari ita excelluerint ut alique eorum per viccna ac tricena stlpendia pro-

moti sint ea amplissima in Icgionibus muncra nierita vero supcriora cumula-

verint reccnti testimonio virtutis. ac fidci crga Screnissimam Angliae Eegi-

nam Clementinam Serenissimi polonin? principis Jocobi filiam neptcra vero

Serenissimi Ecgis poloniae Joannis Tcrtii immortalis memoriae principis

Cujus benificio Cbristiauae EcipuLlicae Salus et Imperij liomano Ger-

manic! dignitas libgrtas affcrta fnit pluribus, Victoiis contra Carbaros re-

portatis dum eandem principem Augustis affinitatibu^ iunctam singulis

propcmodam Europe Eegibus feliciter pcrduxcrunt tum ad llegias Xuptias
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Sereuissimi JacoLi III., Britanuici Kcgis Fidci Defensoris turn ad Urbera

Eomam suo aducntu ordnaudam avitacque pictatis ac religionis exemplis

augcndam quae nupcr suspcxcrat in Screnissima Poloniae llogina Maria

Casimii-a eius. Avia eaquc prcaclare gesta non sine maximis difficul-

tatibus providcntia subscriptorum eommuniri atque ab ejusdem S.P.Q E.

Seriba Subscribi iiiandavimus Ex Capilalio Anno ab Yrbe condita. C.X.C.

C.X.C. CCCCLXXI. ab orbe autcm redempto MDCCXIX. Sanctissimi

antem in Christo patris ac Domini nostri dementis Papae XL Anno
XIX., Idibus Junif.

IrpoLiTUS AxBANTJS, Conservator.

Sfoeejia Taijrisius, Conservator.

Eaineruis Bussius, Conservator.

Sanctes Eandaninus,

Sac S.P.aE., Soriba,

Eeg. 163.

Beaides having conferred on bim the " Freedom of the City,'' O'Toole

•was honoured with a fete on the Capitoline Hill, where a vast assemblage

gathered to hear a laudatory oration pronounced on Princess Clementina,

himself, and his chivalrous companions. It would be hard to say what

post of dignity he might not have attained to, or what patrician's daughter

he might have wooed and won, had he remained in Eome, but quiet life

was stagnation to a mind hke his, and as there was plenty of employment

for him in the fighting line, he left the City of the Cassars, rejoined his

regiment, and in action against the Germans, he, like a true son of the old

warrior clan, "foremost, fighting, fell."

Peace to his brave soul ! And we have no doubt that he was remembered

in the orisons of the fail- Princess, and the defeated of CuUoden, and that the

Prince Cardinal of York prayed for his eternal welfare, in that beautiful

villa of Frascati, Avhcrc there is a tomb to the memory of his Eminence

and the young Pretender.

Of the other O'Tooles who won laurels abroad, we may mention

Nicholas, born 1CG7, who received ten wounds at the battle of Dettingen,

33
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in 1743, and William, bom in 1745, who was Lieutenant-Colonel in 1791,

and Znight of the Lllustrious Order of St. Louis.

Laurence 0'T(X)le, Faii-field, Co. Wexford, born 1722 ;
died 1794

;

served in the Irish Brigade. He had five sons. Colonel Count John O'Toole

was considered the handsomest man in France before the Revolution. He
married Lady Annesley, and died about 1823. His two brothers,

]!klathew and Bryan, left the French for the English service, and dis-

tinguished themselves in the Peninsular War.

In 1792-3, William O'Toole was Lieutenant-Colonel of the 92nd

Kegiment de Ligne, then quartered in St. Domingo. In 1838, Francois

O'Toole was a Captain of the 73rd Eegiment of the Line in France. And
even in this day the name is well represented by an O'Toole, who holds

a distinguished place under the French Goveniment in the He de Bourbon.

We may mention here that Count John O'Toole had a son named

Lorenzo, who married a Miss Hall, of Hollybush, Derbyshire, an heiress,

whose son, Lorenzo, succeeded to his mother's fortune of twenty thousand

poimds a-year, and adopted the name of HaU. The clan can, however,

weU afford this abandonment of an ancient and consecrated name, for,

thank heaven, it still abounds, and we venture to say that handsome as

Lorenzo O'Toole must have been, we can still produce as handsome lads
"

and lasses of the name -in Cill-Mochonoc, Ballyreagh, Fertire, and

throughout Imayle and F(>racualan at tliis present writing.

THE MEMBERS OF CLAN O'tOOLE AND THE OTHER LEI.NSTEK SEPTS WHO
EKMAINED AT HOME AFTER THE BATTLE OF LIMEEICE.

We noAv turn to another page in the history of the clan ; and their

prowess, and the prestige of their name in the Irish Brigade, and the

other forcigu services in whose cause they wielded their swords, need well

to be as brilliant as it was in order to bestow some of its reflected lustre

on the night of gloom that spread over the lands and fortunes of the

O'Tooles after the treaty of Limerick, broken by the EngUsh, before the

ink with which it was -written was dry.

But though the O'Tooles, O'Byrnes, and Cavanughs, who remained
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in the land, and who had to withstand the increased and the ever-increas-

ing rigors of the persecutions to T^-hich they were subjected, cannot point

to any of those brilliant feats of arms, or those deeds of chivalry in -which

their brothers and clansmen on the Continent excelled, they are not

without a bright record, too. To them the honour, to them the glory of

upholding in holy Ireland, not the banner of any earthly monarch, but

the glorious standard of Chiistianity, the pure and unsullied ensign of the

Catholic Faith, handed down to them unstained from their suffering

fathers, and by them transmitted to their posterity as bright.

Tes, indeed, and this is a soothing and joyous reminiscence to the

scattered children of the old clans, that through all the persecutions, all

the vicissitudes of their chequered careers, we have no swerving among

them from the Catholic faith. Other uoble names have had their Queen's

O'Briens, Queen's O'Neills, Queen's ]\Iaguires; but who has ever heard of

the Queen's O'Tooles ? And are not we prouder to-day to see the ancient

castles and manorial homes of our fathers crumbling in the dust, sad and

silent remembrances of a former greatness, than to see them (as other clans

are) occupied by renegades who, ia maintaining the old name of their

fathers, only submit it to a constantly recurring obloquy that they heap

on it every day of their lives by falsehood?

Iso; we have no "reformed" O'Tooles, thank heaven, in the territories

of their fathers. "What are there are the never-flinching upholders of the

faith, whose fathers ever kept the lamp brightly burning, though some-

times, through dire necessity, hidden, and whose first use of the shortest

breathing spell afforded them was, out of their impoverished means, to

raise up in the richness of their holy charity, by their pounds and their

pence, churches, convents, and religious establishments in honour of

their God.

In the amnesty which "William proclaimed he excepted the land-

owners, so that his followers, too, might have a share in the confiscations
;

but as far as the O'Tooles were concerned, they had been so well and so

thoroughly confiscated in the reign of James I. and the Protectorate of

Cromwell, that they were now in the enjoyment of a sort of negative inde-
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pendence, inasmucli as they had nothing left to be confiscated, there being

left for the outlawries of William and Mary, only seven of them landed

proprietors in "Wicklow, one in Carlow, and one in Wexford.

This -was the unhappy condition of the O'Tooles' temporal fortunes

when young Tyrlagh arrived home after the siege of Limerick, with all but

honour lost. He found himself no longer even in possession of Penvote,

the last remnant of the estates of his fathers, but had to seek shelter and

seek hospitality from his kinsman and friend, O'Byrne of Drimguin, in

County Carlow, on the borders of Wicklow, whose daughter he married,

receiving part of Drimguin as a wedding fortune ; and here he Lived a

retired life until the end thereof.

We can well understand Tyrlagh O'Toole, upon his return from

Limerick, on seeing the shattered condition of his clan, and faiUng to

discover through the thick veU of sorrow and misfortune that enveloped

them one single ray that would ignite the spark of hope in his breast.

We may weU imagine his addi-essing the small remnant of his clan that

survived, while pointing to theii- tattered but undisgraced banner, in

terms such as in future days were so beautifully, so eloquently, and so

pathetically poured forth in song in that gem of a poem by Dr. Eyan,

entitled

—

"THE COKQLEEED BAXKEE.

Err.L that banner, for 'tis weary,

Eound its staff, 'tis drooping dreary,

Furl it, fold it, it is best

;

For there's not a man to wave it,

And there's not a sword to save it,

And there's not one left to lave it,

111 the blood which heroes gave it.

And its foes now scorn and leave it

;

Furl it—hide it—let it rest.
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"Take that banner down
—

'tis tatter'd,

Broken is its staff, and shatter'd,

And ttie valiant hosts are scatter'd,

Over whom it floated high.

Oh ! 'tis hard for us to fold it,

Hard to think there's none to hold it,

Hard that those who once unroll'd it

Now must furl it with a sigh.

Furl that banner !—furl it sadly,

Once ten thousand hailed it gladly,

And ten thousand—wildly—gladly

Swore it should for ever wave.

Swore that foeman's sword should never,

Hearts like theirs entwined, dissev er,

Till that flag should float for ever,

O'er their freedom, o'er their grave.

' Furl it ; for the hands that grasp'd it,

And the hearts that fondly clasp'd it,

Cold and dead are h'ing now.

And that banner it is trailing

"^'hile around it sounds the wailing

Of its people in their woe.

For though conquered they adore it,

Love the cold, dead hands that bore it,

AVccp for those who fell before it.

Pardon those who trail'd and tore it

;

But, oh ! wildly they deplore it,

Now who—^furl and fold it.
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" Furl that banner ! true 'tis gory.

Yet 'tis wreathed around with glory,

And 'twill live in song and story,

Though its folds are in the dust.

For its fame on brightest pages

Penned by poets and by sages,

Shall go sounding down the ages.

Furl its folds though now we must.

" Furl that banner softly, slowly,

Treat it gently—It is holy.

For it droops above the dead.

Touch it not, unfold it—never !

Let it droop there—furled for ever

—

For its people's hopes are dead."

Possessed of the sentiments that are here so beautifully expressed

by the reverend poet, we can picture to ourselves how Tyrlagh O'Toole

held forth to the few remaining members of his clan, and with what
reverence the tattered flag that he brought home from Limerick was
treated, and how it occupied the most honoui-ed place in the household

until he was called to his fathers.

This event took place about the year 1725. Tyrlagh had the comfort

of dying a peaceful death, consoled by shrift and unction, a boon very

few of his progenitors had the liappiness of enjoying. He was buried in

the old graveyard of the Abbey of Kilranelagh, leaving behind him
memories that never can be forgotten by his clan and country.

" TMio rose in the dark and evil days

To right their native land,

And kindled here a living blaze

That nothing can withstand.

Alas ! that might can vanquish right

—

They fell—and passed away,

But true men—like those men.

Are plenty still to-day."
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The fortunes of Clan 0' Toole were, indeed, at a low ebb at the death

of Tyrlagh. Isovr and then, to be sure, then- hearts wore fired at hearing of

the brilliant deeds of " daring do '' that were performed by the exiled

heroes of their clan in the Continental armies. And with the ardent,

sanguine temperament of their Celtic nature they consoled themselves

with hoping for the return of the " "VTild Geese '' and the restoration of

the son of King James to the throne, neither of which events came to be

consummated.

Tyrlagh's children were young at the time of his death, and they,

soon after it, scattered. Donagh, the youngest, went out as one of the
" "Wild Geese '' to join the Irish Brigade in France, where we find him
mentioned as " Capitaine O'Toole," 1728-34, en Eegiment de Dillon.

Tyrlagh, or Terence, married down in the County Kildare, near Narragh-
more, where descendants of his still live.

Another son of Tyrlagh's, Felim—or, as Anglicized, and as it is on

his tombstone, Felix—married down near Baltinglass, and lived there at a

place called New Inn, where his descendants are to be found at the

present day, a people remarkable for gentle and unassuming manners,

combined with a gentle and honourable bearing. Some few years ago, in

the pui-suit of some inquiries relative to the old burial-ground of Elil-

ranelagh, we called there, and as it so happened that tlio male members of

the family were all absent, we were received by the ladies of the

house, their courtesy and modest demeanour, from the great grandame of

eighty to the younger members in their teens—fit mates for the highest in

the land—proclaiming them descendants of no common stock; and these

remarks are equally applicable to another son of Tyrlagh, named Brian, or

Bamaby, who settled down near Hacketstown.

134. Patrick, the eldest son of Tyrlagh, called after Ireland's National

patron, on whose feast-day he was born, succeeded to the property of his

father at Drimguin, but he was not long left in the undisturbed enjoy-

ment thereof, having either to succumb to the storm of religious persecu-

tion then again rampant, or by fighting against it accept his inevitable

fate.
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The agent under whom lie held paid him a visit, and promised him a

lease for ever of Drimgnin at merely a nominal rent, saddling with the

offer the condition (a trivial one to the agent, we dare say), that he should

conform to the Protestant religion. This Patrick O'Toole very firmly

declined, whereupon the agent encouragingly, and, probably, from his

standpoint, with the best possible wishes for O'Toole's temporal benefit,

told him that the conforming was to be mere matter of form. He could not

ask him to swallow the Thirty-nine Articles, only just to permit his name
to be handed in as having conformed, and attend twice a year, at Christ-

mas and Easter, at the Protestant church, for which small concession he

and his might possess Drimguin for ever.

O'Toole must have had to put a strong constraint upon himself while

this worldly agent was pointing out to him all the advantages to himself

and family that would arise by his becoming a Protestant ; but the going

to the Protestant church clinched the matter. This caused his pent-up

wrath to flow over, and giving his dog, which lay at his feet, a kick that

sent it several yards off, he exclaimed: " I would not allow that dog to

enter your church.''

He was then and there told that the sooner he left Drimguin the

better ; and hence it was that Patrick O'Toole, shaking the dust from off

his feet, with his family and household effects, his horses, sheep, and

oxen^ took his departure and settled down in Ballytoole, a ravine between

Kilranalagh hill and Kcageen mountain, just under the shadow of Castle

Toole, then in ruins, now almost obliterated and level with the ground.

Contrast his action with that of Owdy Byrne, of Glendalough, Avho,

being similarly tempted, and about the same time, had the misfortune of

temporizing ; and dangerous, nay, fatal, was his dallying, for death came

upon him before he had time to retrace his steps and repent, and Avorse

still, those in whose worldly interests he conformed, followed in his per-

verted footsteps ; and their descendants are none the better for it to-day,

having lately sold out that portion of Glendalough to the Wicklow ]Miuiug

Company. And it not being pleasing to Providence to restore them to the
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faith, even to the present generation, they are now doubly bereft, " land-

less as well as faithless."

Religious persecution ragod to a fearful degree in those days, after

the Puritan followers of "William refused to keep the treaty solemnly

entered into at Limerick, and made a new departure in International law,

that one of the contracting parties may with impunity forswear their obli-

gations, as it was not necessary for a specially favoured race to keep any

faith with Catholics. Convenient code of morals this, and well acted up

to by the ascendancy party, who by a bloody and disgraceful Penal code,

sought now, that they had succeeded in rendering the Irish landless, to

go yet further, and endeavour to brutify the mind, and destroy the intel-

lect, to deform the moral, the intellectual, and even the physical features

of the people.

The late gifted orator and writer, A. M. Sullivan, writes of this

period of Irish history as follows :

—

" It was now there fell on Ireland that night of deepest horror, that

agony, the most awful, the most prolonged, of any recorded on the blotted

page of human suffering.

" It would be little creditable to an Irish Catholic to own himself

capable of narrating this chapter of Irish history with calmness, and with-

out an all- conquering emotion. For my part, I content myself with citing

the description of it supplied by a Protestant and English writer.

" 'The eighteenth century,' says one of those writing on the Penal

Laws in Ireland, ' was the era of persecution in which the law did the

work of the sword more effectually and more safely.'

" ' Then was established a code framed with almost diabolical inge-

nuity to extinguish natural affection, to foster perfidy and hypocrisy, to

petrify conscience, to perpetuate brutal ignorance, to facilitate the work
of tyranny, by rendering the vices of slavery inherent and natural in the

Irish, and to make Protestantism almost irredeemably odious, as the mon-
strous incarnation of all moral perversions.'

"
' Too well,' he continues, ' did it accomplish its deadly work of

debasement on the intellects, morals, and physical condition of a people
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suffering in degeneracj- from age to age, till all manly spirit, all virtuous

sense of personal independence and responsibility was nearly extinct, and

the very features—vacant, timid, cunning, and unreflective—betrayed the

crouching slave within.'

" In the presence of the terrible facts he is called upon to chronicle

the generous nature of the Protestant historian whom I (A. M. S.) am
quoting, warms into indignation. Unable to endure the reflection that

they who thus laboured to deform and brutify the Irish people, are for

ever reproaching them before the world for bearing traces of their in-

famous efforts, he bursts forth into the following noble vindication of

the calumniated victims of oppression :

—

" 'Haviug no rights or franchises; no legal protection of life or pro-

perty, disqualified to handle a gun, even as a common soldier, or a game-

keeper ; forbidden to acquire the elements of knowledge, either at home
or abroad; forbidden to render to God what his conscience dictated as His

due—what could the Ii'ish be but abject serfs? What nation in their

circumstances could have been otherwise? Is it not amazing that the

social virtue could have survived such an ordeal ? That any seeds of

good, any root of national greatness, could have out-lived such a long tem-

pestuous winter ?

'

'"These laws,' he adds, 'were aimed not only at the religion of

the Catholic, but still more at his liberty and his property. He could

enjoy no freehold property, nor was he allowed to have a lease for a longer

term than thii'ty-one (31) years ; but even as this term was long enough

to encourage an industrious man to reclaim waste lands and improve his

worldly circumstances, it was enacted that if a papist should have a farm

producing a profit greater than one-third of the rent, his right to such

should immediately cease, and pass over to the first Protestant who

should discover the rate of profit.'
"

This was the age that gave the Irish topography the " Carrig-an-

Affriou," found so thickly marked on every barony map in Ireland. The

Mass Eockl "WTiat memories cling round each hallowed moss-clad stone,

or rocky ledge on the mountain side, or in the deep recess of the desolate
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glen, where, for years and years, the Holy Sacrifice -was offered in stealth

and secrecy !—the death penalty hanging over priest and worshipper.

iN'ot unfrequently Mass was interrupted by the approach of the ban-dogs

of the law, for, quickened by the reward to be earned, there sprung

up in those days the infamous trade of priest-hunting ;
" Five pounds "

being the government price for the head of a '* Priest," as for the

head of a "wolf."

The utmost care was necessary in divulging the intelligence of the

place and the morning on which Mass would next be celebrated, and

when the congregation had furtively stolen to the spot, sentries were

posted around before the Mass began. Yet, in instances not a few, the

worshippers were taken by surprise, and the blood of the murdered priest

wetted the altar-stone.

Well might our national poet, Davis, Protestant as he was, exclaim

in contemplating this deep night-time of suffering and sorrow

:

" Oh ! weep those days—those penal days,

When Ireland hopelessly complained
;

Oh ! weep those days—the penal days,

When Godless persecution reigned

!

They bribed the flock, they bribed the son,

To sell the priest and rob the sire

;

Their dogs were taught alike to run

Upon the scent of woK and friar

;

Among the poor

Or on the moor,

Were hid the pious and the true,

While traitor knave,

And recreant slave

Had riches, rank, and retinue

;

And exiled in those penal days.

Our banners over Europe blaze.''
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A hundred years of such a code in active operation, ought, according

to all human calculation, have succeeded in accomplishing its malific

purpose. I5ut again all human calculations and natural consequences,

and probabilities were set aside, and God, as if by a miracle, preserved the

faith, the virtue, the vitality, and the po-sver of the Irish race. None
were more prominent, or contributed more to this, than the members of

the Clan O'Toole, as not only did they in each succeeding generation

contribute some of its members to the altar, to walk in the footsteps

of St. Lorcan, but they proved themselves the generous benefactors of

their persecuted Church, and the protectors of the outlawed and hunted-

down clergy, keeping an open door for them and affording them shelter

and sustenance at the expense of pains and penalties, and at the risk

of losing their own lives.

How often did young Tirlagh, Shane, and Donogh, sons of Patrick

O'Toole, keep watch and ward, as their fathers did before them, on the

brows of Keageen and Kilranalagh hills, while the Holy Sacrifice was
being offered up on the " Carrig-an-Affrion," on Kilranalagh, in the old

grave-yard, or in the deep recesses of the "prisons " of Lugnacuillagh, in

order to alarm the worshippers and the priest in case that the soldiers, the

yeomen, or priest-hunters were espied !

The simple wood-cut will give the reader a more vivid idea than pen

can do of what the difficulties were in the way of our immediate fore-

fathers attending to the divine mysteries of their religion ; but it was

decreed that they should win a victory more glorious than the transient

successes of the battlefield, more happily momentous in the glorious re-

sults to be obtained by future generations, who would enjoy to the full

that liberty of conscience and freedom of religion that Providence, in the

wisdom of His dispensations, tliought fit to deprive them of.

About the middle of the eighteenth century the storm of persecution

appears to have lulled, and both parties stood exhausted after their long

and sanguinary struggle of two centuries—of persecution on one side, and

resistance on the other. This cessation was not owing to any improved

feelings on the part of the Protestant ascendancy. Their virulent rancour
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was not abated one jot ; but they were actually weary of the murders and

persecutions of tbeii' fellow-countrymen who happened to be Catholics,

and now that there were no more broad acres to be put in the lottery-bag,

they began to feel that the toil and worry of their burnings and butcher-

ings were hardly worth the trouble. The Catholics lay prostrate and

exhausted, but firmly and sternly as unyielding as ever, in their blood-

clotted chains.

Thus, in 176G, we find the Irish Ilouse of Lords anxious to see how
matters stood as to the relative number of Protestants and Papists in each

parish in Ireland, and for this purpose they issued an order that each

parish minister would send in a return of the number of each in his

parish, from which returns we are able to give the names of the Clan

O'Toole at that period through "Wicklow. In the return, as given, they

are minus their patronymic, " 0," of which they were clipped by the

beneficent (?) legislative enactments of James and Cromwell, an example

which we do not intend to follow in our edition.

" The following are the names of the heads of the families of the

O'Tooles in the Glen Imayle :

—

PARISH OF DOXAGHMORE.

Christopher Metcalf, Hugh 0' Toole, Chi-istopher O'Toole, Alexander

O'Toole, Patrick O'Toole of Ballytoole, Owen O'Toole, Lawrence O'Toole,

George O'Toole, Patrick O'Toole, Henry O'Toole, Charles O'Toole,

Michael O'Toole, "William O'Toole, Elizabeth O'Toole, and John O'Toole.

Protestant families, 54 ; Papist families, 274. The reputed Popish

priests are Denis Doyle, James Isugcnt.

This return is given by order of the House of Lords (Irish).

(Signed), Thomas Fetheeston, Yicar.

April 1st, 17CG."

PAKISH OF WICKLOW.

"John O'Toole, Widow O'Toole, Garret O'Toole, Patrick O'Toole,

Hugh O'Toole, John O'Toole, Mrs. O'Toole, Laurence O'Toole, Widow
O'Toole, James O'Toole, Widow O'Toole. Lallyknocken, Eathdi'um—
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John O'Toole, Ballycreen, Eathdi-um ; Charles O'Toole, Timotliy O'Toole.

Macreddin, Aughrim ; Andrew O'Toole, Manynacoole; John O'Toole,

Patrick O'Toole. KaiTaghmore, Zildare—James O'Toole (sons of Tirlagh

O'Toole), Maurice O'Toole, Patrick O'Toole.

PARISH OF DERALOSSERY.

Luke O'Toole, Castle Kevin, Michael O'Toole, Luke O'Toole, Mat-

thew O'Toole, PheUm O'Toole, Edward O'Toole, Patrick O'Toole, Michael

O'Toole.

Protestant families, 93 ; Papist families, 351 ; 444.

(Signed), Ja^es Fitzwilliam, Vicar."

PARISH OF castle MACADAM.

Garret O'Toole, Thady O'Toole, Luke O'Toole.

PARISH OF BALLTMORE EUSTACE.

James O'Toole, wife and seven children. (Those of the parishes of Eath-

villy, Baltinglass, Hacketstown, Auchrim, and Arclow not being given.)

These, with two families of the name in Glencree, and four or five

in Glengap, make the sum total of the Wicklow O'Tooles who escaped the

dreadful storm of persecution just passed, over sixty families—represent-

ing about 300 persons ; and not a bad number at all, when we take into

consideration the COO years of almost continual warfare with the English,

the last 200 of which was of the direst religious persecution.

Kor did Protestanism, with all its aids, all its lures, make much pro-

gress in these 200 years amongst the Clan O'Toole, since the parish of

Donaghmore, in which the Glen of Imayle is situated, could only boast of

54, and the parish of Dcralossery of its 93, and these were principally

the Cromwellian and TMlliamite landholders, their followers and servants.

Leaving the Clan O'Toole to dress thou- ranks and to contiaue by
passive resistance the struggle for their religion and independence, we
return to Patrick O'Toole of Ballytoole, the lineal descendant of Turlough

O'Toole of Powerscourt, and the head of the Clan O'Toole—(in chains).
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He was married to Mary O'Donohoe, the eldest of O'Donohoe's* seven

beautiful daughters, of Ballyreiske in Glen Imayle, another of whom was
married to Tyrrell of Ballymoney, and another to Eeddy of Ballinacro.

It is true, that about the last two decades of the eighteenth century,

the tide of bitter persecution was ebbing slowly, but it was far from having

entii-ely subsided, as we find by some of the events of that day.

We find by the Chancery records, that a Miss O'Toole, daughter of a

wealthy merchant of that name, in the city of Dublin, finding herself a

ward in chancery by the death of her father, in the year 1759, was re-

quested by the court to conform to Protestantism, and marry one of that

faith. Eequests coming from such a source may more properly be termed

commands, as any hesitation on the part of a Chancery ward to comply

with the intimated wishes of the court will not be Ukely to tend to that

ward's comfort in the future.

Kothing deterred by this, Miss O'Toole indignantly refused both

propositions, and, by the advice of a young man, Edward O'Byrne, an

apprentice to her father, she fled from her home and took refuge in Mr.

Laurence Saul's house, in Fishamble-street. Mr. Saul was a wealthy and

most respected distiUer, a Eoman Catholic, and at the time one of the

leaders of the Catholic party in Dublin.

The Lord Chancellor took action against O'Byrne and Mr. Saul, for

tampering with and harbouring his ward, against the will of the court.

It was upon this trial that the Chancellor made that famous declaration

:

" That the law did not presume that an Irish Papist existed in the

kingdom."

This dictum solemnly pronounced from the justice (?) seat of the

highest legal tribunal in the land, was confirmatory proof to Mr. Saul

(did he need any) that it was hopeless to look for religious toleration in

his unhappy country. He soon after left Ireland for France, where he

died, in October, 1768.

Shortly before he left Ireland, on being invited by Charles O'Connor

* NoTF.—For O'Doriohue's Pedigree and that of the O'Bjrnes see Appendix.
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to summon a meeting of the Catholic party for the purpose of tendering

their services and allegiance to the king, he Tvrote a letter in reply which,

taken as an index of the then state of afiairs in Ireland, puts it in a clearer

light than if -whole chapters of discursive matter were devoted to it by

writers at this distance. The letter is worth preserving, and runs thus :

" My very dear Friend—Since there is not the least prospect of

such a relaxation of the Penal Laws as would induce one Eoman Catholic to

tarry in this house of bondage, who can purchase a settlement in some

other lend, where fi-eedom and security can be obtained, will you con-

demn me for saying that if I cannot be one of the first, I will not be one

of the last to take flight from a country where I have not the least ex-

pectation of encouragement, to enable me to carry on my manufactures to

any considerable extent ? ' Heu fuge crudeles terras, fuge littis avarum.'

" But how will I be able to bear at this time of life, when nature is

far advanced in its decline, and my constitution, by constant exercise of

mind, much impaii-ed, the fatal necessity of quitting for ever, friends,

relatives, and ancient patrimony, my ' Katale Solum,' to retire, perhaps,

to some dreary inauspicious clime, there to play the schoolboy again, and

learn the language, laws, and institutions of the country, to make new
friends and acquaintances ; in fact, to commence the world anew. How
this separation would affect me I cannot say, but with an agitated and

throbbing heart. But when religion dictates, and prudence points out the

only way to protect posterity from temptation and perdition, I feel this

consideration predominating over all others.

" I am resolved, as soon as possible, to sell out, and to expatriate

;

and I must content myself with the melancholy satisfaction of treasuring

up in my memory the kindness and affection of my friends.''

Edward O'Byrne escaped punishment for the advice he gave Miss

O'Toole, and started in business as a manufacturer of tobacco and snuff,

on his own account, in MuUinahack, Kew Eow. So extensive did his

Ciusiness become before the end of the century, that he was accustomed to

fay onnrally to the government £100,000 duty. He became a leading

member of the Catholic Association, and was one of those who drew up a
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petition to the king, by -which was obtained a relaxation of the Penal

Laws, in 1793.

Ee died in 1807, and though wc have not been able to find out for

certain what became of Miss O'Toole, we presume (not having heard any-

thing to the contrary) that when she attained her majority, she united her

fortunes with those of Edward O'BjTue.

We now return to Patrick OToole, of Bally Toole, who was now grown

old and feeble, and his short lease of his holding being expired, and his

bigoted landlord refusing to renew it, he had now, in the evening of his

life,
" to seek fresh fields and pastures new ;'' and collecting together his

sheep and cattle frommountam and glen, and driving them across to Drum-

reigh, at the other side of Glen Imayle, till such time as he could get a

more permanent holding, which he did in the following year, 1775, along-

side his brother-in-law, Tyrrell of Ballymoney, over Donardj by advancing

a few hundred pounds to the Cromwellian landlord, who, like most of his

sort, at the time was much in need of money.

He got possession of the whole of Church Mountain, known in the

Old lrish°Annals by the name of Slieve Gadoc, having derived its new

name of Chui-ch Mountain from the old church on its summit, said to have

been built by St. Kevin in the one night, ere he fled from Cathleen to

Glendalough, and which is to this day a place of very considerable pil-

grimage for pious and devout Catholics anxious to have cures made

through the intercession of the saint.

Years having rolled over, and now that most of the family were all

settled down in homes of their own, the old chief Patrick and his venerable

wife spent the few remaining years of their patriarchial old age together

in Ballymonev, until they were called to their rest. First the good, kind

" vau-a-thce
"'

died, and the old chief hiniseK weathered the storm a little

lonirer. and then found peace about the year 1780, being, according to one

tradition, 112 years, at the time of his death, and after receiving shrift

and Holy Unction, he passed gently away, and was laid with his fathers in

the family vault in Old Ivilranulagh, thus closing a long and honoiu-ablc life,

thi-ou"-h which he bore himself noblv and avcII, in defence of Pailh and

34
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Fatlieiiand, si;fEcriug a descont from comparative affluence, yet having the

cousolation of spurning the Miles of the tempter, and thus preserving to

himself, his children, and posterity, the true faith unsullied.

135. Turlough, or Terence (or, as he was generally called, Terry),

succeeded him (Denis, his brother, holding for some time one-half of

Ballymoney under him). He married Mary, daughter of Mr. Headen

of Knockendaragh, by whom he had a large family, which he successfully

endeaA'oured to educate well—not an easy matter in those days of persecu-

tion, when the Catholic schoolmaster was banned, a price being, till a short

time since, set upon his head ; when Catholic schools were prohibited by

law ; when education had to be acquired by stealth, in some lonely spot or

under the shades of a hedge. Hence the origin of the term "Hedge
Schoolmaster," and the old rhyme

—

" Billy Byrne was a man of very great big knowledge—Sir,

" Inside a quick-set hedge, in a bog, he kept his college—Sii-."

But these old hedge-schools were better than nothing, and even

viewed in an educational point of view, they are not to be made little of

—

because in many of them, a classical education was imparted, that would

stand favourable comparison with that acquired under the most favourable

surroundings, and the teachings of your college dons ; but apart from all

this, the teachers of these schools (very often priests) ran the risk of their

lives in teaching the children theu- religious duties, and thus assisted in

preserving the faith amongst them, as also the knowledge of the Celtic

tongue, which was quite in common use up to the middle of the last cen-

tury, but now, alas ! scarcely known or ever heard, among the mountains

and glens of Wicklow, as well as in many other parts of Ireland.

We here give a " Lament," as the composition of one of these Irish

hedge-school masters, whom the writer had the honour and happiness of

preparing for, and smoothing the path to, a better world, some few years

since, in one of our citv of DubUn workhouses :
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THE CELTIC TONGUE.

Our language dear ! That brave old tougue,

Whose accents oft triumphant rung

Above the fierce marauding Dane,

And seared him from the smiling plain
;

"VMiose tones had sailed for centuries

So softly on each peaceful breeze
;

"\^Tiose balmy sound the deepest smart

Could heal within the Irish heart

;

Whose notes in prayer were never heard

But faith, and hope, and love were stirred

Within the breast of young and old,

Of holy priest and patriot bold.

Oft, 'mid the battle's thunder, rang

Its aceenth with a martial clang

;

And, oh ! wlicn winter's howling gale

Swept, shrieking, thro' the leafless vale.

And dark o'er hut and castle hall

The shades of night were seen to fall,

Then, by the brightly-beaming hearth.

How flowed its tones in social mirth

;

Or in some strong embattled keep.

Told tales of warlike interest deep.

But now, alas 1 'tis almost dead.

Its lingering days are almost fled
;

Scarce ever now its tones we hear.

So softly strong, melodious, clear.

Save when his prayer of deepest want

Pours forth some aged mendicant,

Whose sno-W}' locks and furrowed brow

Have been bv it sustained till now.
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Alas ! alas ! And must it go

Into the silent tomb below !

And must we lose the shield that saved

Our faith from foreign tyrants glaived ?

And must we still those accents miss

That were so often wont to bless ?

To live Avithout it lonely now

—

How can we, brothers, sisters, how ?''

''Britan 3faol"

But Tyrlagh O'Toole had less reason to complain of want of

educational opportunities than a great many more of his Catholic fellow-

countrymen; for about this time, i.e., late in the last century, one Mr.

Burr, a Protestant graduate of Trinity College, not meeting with better

success in other fields, opened a school in Imayle, and as the old gentle-

man was free from bigotry, and not tainted with the spirit of proselytism,

Tyrlagh could with safety send his children to his academy, and thus

enable them to receive a classical education. The academy was broken

up in the troubled period of 179S-1803, but was afterwards resumed in

the town of Donard, and continued there until Mr. Burr's death, which

occurred about 1820, at a very advanced age. There are those stiU living

who remember old Mr. Burr and his academy.

Tyrlagh O'Toole lived on at Ballymoney, and witnessed the suc-

cesses of G rattan and the Volunteer movement. He, with the Irish

nation, rejoiced over the prosperity of the country dui'ing the too short

life of an independent Irish Parliament. He was a witness of the cherished

hopes of his fellow-Catholics at the noble efforts of Earl Fitzwilliam to

remove the penal yoke off tlieir necks, and, with his co-religionists, he

suffered from the evil eft'ects of the recall of that truly liberal nobleman.

He saw, too, the infernal machinations of the English Government

carried out by Lord Castlereagh, and fructifying to a disastrous issue.

when, goaded to desperation by hangings, burnings, floggings, pitch-

cajiping, and the free quartering on a virtuous peasantry of a licentious
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soldiery, the people at length li.itl recourse to arms. Uudisciplined and

comparatively unarmed as they were, they made, in the few counties that

rose, such a valiaut and determined struggle for liberty, that it took the

full strength of England's power to cope with and subdue that ever

memorable insurrection of 17 OS.

Tyrlagh 0' Toole did not become an active participant in the rebel-

lion. He saw with regret that the Clan O'Toole was no longer able to

take the field as a clan, and he was unable, from theii- former prowess and

brilliant associations with bygone struggles, to subordinate himseK under

leaders of less note, such as Captain Michael Dwyer, and others. Or,

more probable still, Tyrlagh was far-seeing enough to penetrate through

the thin veil of the government policy; to perceive that the rebellion was

a premeditated result from the tyrannical persecutions to which the people

were subjected, in order to afford a pretext for their further subjection,

and thus deprive the nation of that legislative independence won for them

by Grattan and the Yolunteers of '82.

No doubt, Tyrlagh attended at the first meetings of the rebels, held

on the hill over Donard, for which his house was forcibly entered by the

military, and all the arms and ammunition found there seized. He was

also subjected to a few attacks, and some other petty annoyances, at the

hands of the yeomen ; but, beyond this, he escaped further molestation,

although he was as anxious and eager for the success of the cause as any,

and all through kept an open door, and the best of entertainment, for the

rebels whenever they passed the way.

Individual members of the clan did take an active part, and when

they did, they tha-CAV themselves heart and soul into the struggle, and in

many instances suffered the extreme penalty. One member of the clan,

who was imprisoned in "VVicklow Jail, awaiting his death, succeeded in

making his escape through a sewer that led from the jail to the sea. When
he had proceeded half way, imagine his horror when he met with the dead

body of a brother rebel, who had got thus far in a similar attempt when

nature gave way. It required a strong arm and iron nerves to be able to

bear up against this shock, and remove the obstacle from his path
;
but
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O'Toole proved hims(jlf equal to the occasion, aud made his wav to the

sea in safety. Tlie grandchildren of this bold, hearty rebel are still living

near Carnew, in the County "Wicklow.

John O'Toole, of ]3allinglcn, Co. WickloAv, was an officer in the

United Irishmen, and commanded at Vinegar Hill in 1798. After the

battles Avhich took jilace iu T\'exford and Wicklo\r, he returned home,

and remained hiding for some time, and had many hairbreadth escapes

from the yeos, once being actually walked over by their horses whilst

hiding in the lane leading to his house. He left home aud escaped to

Dublin, till the storm blew over. He died in 1859, a happy and peaceful

death.

Another brother, Mathew O'Toole, then a very young man, saw

the Orangemen and yeomen watching round the place and insulting the

Catholics wherever they met them. On one Sunday morning he saw them

place an Orange flag over the bridge leading to Crossbridge Chapel from

Tinahely, to compel the priest and the Catholics to go under it on their

way to Mass. The priest refused to do so, and, instead of going over the

bridge, under the Orange flag, he rode his horse across the river, although

it was a very wet Sunday morning, and a great flood in the river. Mat
O'Toole, seeing what had taken place, went in and told the priest that he

would take care that his reverence would be at liberty to cross the bridge

on his return ; and, accordingly, when the priest was about to return, Mat
caused a diversion amongst the Orangemen and yeomen, and away went

the flag, and the priest passed over vmmolested ; but Mat had to make hi^

escape as best he could, which he did. to France, and joined the Irish

Brigade there, and some years after he became a monk in the famous

monastery of La Trappe. "When that famous monastery was broken up,

and the monks disbanded and sent home, Brother Mat remained till

Mount Mellery was established for them in 1832. l^rother Mat O'Toole

was one of the first to enter that holy place, where he lived and died

happily. His other brother, ]\[iley, went to sea, aud became a captain.

He amassed a very large fortune, and, at his death, left it to his nephew,

the Very Eev. Laurence O'Toole, the respected paridi priest of Eathdangan,
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Co. Wexford, who, in turn, left it, at his death, which occurred a few years

ago, for charitable purposes. The descendants of this family are still to

the fore, and well to do, in and about Ballinglen, and are represented by

^Ir. John OTjole of Ballinglen.

But many others who rose along with them did not escape so well;

but, in dying "as they did for Ireland and Ireland's cause they had the

cheering "consolation of bearing in their last memories the gratifying

thought that they were adding to the long roll of O'Tooles who, on the

battlefield or scaffold high, had freely yielded up their lives for faith and

fatherland.

*' They rose in dark and evil days,

To right their native land

;

They kindled here a living blaze,

That nothing can withstand.

Alas ! that might can vanquish right

!

They died and passed away

;

-

But true men, like those men,

Are plenty still to-day !"

The English Government, aided by their garrison in Ireland, at

length succeeded in quelling the rebellion, and, as a corollary, after an

open and unblushing course of bribery and fraud, they passed the " Union,"

depriviug Ireland of her native Parliament; and once more they flattered

themselves they had extinguished the spirit of Irish nationality. They

boasted that the country was quiet ; and so it was, but it was quietness of

an unnatural kind. It was the peace of the slumbering volcano, the covered

cauldron of the seethiug wrongs and miseries of a persecuted nation,

hidden away for a time, but ever boiling, ever ready to flow over and

overwhelm the wrong-doers, when even the ghost of an opportunity offered

itself.

But O'Toole's happiness and the comparative prosperity of las

worldly aft'airs was not destined to be of longer duration. Aboat the

year 1810, his short lease of Ballymoney expired, and in order to have
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it renewed, the landlord, Captain Heighenten, a needy man, de:nanded

a fresh, fine, -n-hich Terence considered unfair, liaving abeady paid a heavy

one on obtaining possession ; but sooner than sever his association vith his

holding he resolved, though feeling the injustice, to comply with the

landlord's demand, and a time was fixed upon which they were to meet

and complete the matter. On the appointed day Terence started from home

to meet tlie captain, and on his way he fell into conversation with a

neighbour, and being full of the wi-ong that he was being subjected to,

and anxious to have some one with whom he could dilate upon it, he, no

doubt, with the guileless simplicity of an honest man, entered fully into

all the details mentioned, the amount of the fine, and laid bare his mind

to his supposed friend.

They delayed so long in conversation that the time flew by until

Terence considered it too late to meet the captain that day, and postponed

his journey and returned home. IS'ot so with the neighbour, he hurried

off as fast as he could to meet the captain, whom he found in a high state

of dudgeon, at being kept so long waiting by Terence. The result of their

interview was that the neighbour offered and the Captain accepted from

him a higher fine than even Terence was asked to pay. Thus was he

thrown out of Ballymoney, and by this we see, that in those days "land

grabbing " was in vogue, as well as in our own, before the agitation of

the Land League clipped its wings.

Though O'Toole felt sorely at his having to leave Ballymoney, and

doubly so on account of the base treachery of which he was made a

victim, still he was not reduced to such straits as others, inasmuch as he

held two other farms near the town of Donard, into which he could drive

his stock, besides owning considerable house property in the town itself,

into one of which he retired with his own family to live. Teriy vi'as now

grown old, beyond the three-score and ten, although his family Avere still

young. His wife, Mary Hayden, was not old, but very delicate in health,

and upon remoAing to the new house she Avas stricken down by the ft'll

disease of comsumption, a legacy unfortunately transmitted to all her
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cliildren. After suffering for some time, she -was called away, leaving

Terry to manage the family as best he could.

The many trials, Tipsets, and family troubles, to which Tyrlagh had

been subjected, together Tvith the weight of years, being now near four-

score, were too many for him ; his health gave way, and he was called to

his fathers after receiving the holy consolations of religion. And in due

course he was consiirned to earth among the bones of generations of his

forefathers, in the old Abbey of Eilranalagh, about tlxe year 1817. Thus

passed away, full of years, a man, different in some respects from those

who went before him. Terence, or Terry O'Toole, as he was generally

called, was a man of peace and piety, frugal and scrupulously honest.

He died in affluence, leaving his children well off as to worldly means, but

with A^ery xevy little worldly experience.

All Tyrlagh's children followed him to an early crave, except Denis,

who now alone remained to represent and perpetuate the family, as Tyrlagh,

the eldest, died a short time after his father, at their new house in Donard.

136. Denis fell in for all the portions of all his brothers and sisters,

which rendered him a young man of very affluent means.

His choice of a companion fell on, and was reciprocated by, Miss

Anne O'Byrne, daughter of the patriot, Anthony O'Byrne, and Anne
Metcalf, daughter of John Metcalf, of Old Hill, and Anne Germaine.

Denis O'Toole was a fine man, of noble build, about 5 feet 10 inches

in height and 17 stone weight, with broad shoulders and well chiselled

featin-es. The extraordinary brilliancy of his eyes, the exquisite proportions

of his figure, and the general contour of the man, Avould cause anyone seeing

him for the first time to make inquiries of their nearest neighbour as to

who he was, feeling within themselves that they had seen no everyday,

commou2)lace man, and rendering to him that involuntary homage tliat

we give unconsciously to manly beauty aud polislied demeanour.

He was exact, too, as to his personal appearance, and while steering

clear of foppery, or anj- approach to it, he always dressed with tlie greatest

taste. Ho always wore a tall silk hat, black frock-coat, yellow tabinet

vest, a bunch of seals, knee-breeclies, with gaiters, or top boots when
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mounted and tlius, -vrith silver -mounted hunting-whip in hand, and his

large IS'ewfoimdland dog," Lion," at his heels, he would drive the petty

Orangemen of Donard before him like goats. Lion was a noble and

sagacious animal, as quiet as a lamb as long as himself or his master were

not interfered with ; but if he wore thwarted in any way, or considered that

any undue liberties were taken with his master, then he was a lion in deed

as well as in name.

"Eough fellow, stout fellow, brave-hearted and true.''

His appearance resembled the " lion passant " on the shield of his

master, and he was a living and sometimes disagreeable exemplification of

the motto— '' Gentle when stroked ; Pierce when provoked." Up to the

time of Denis O'Toole's attaining manhood's years, the Orange flag was

wont lo he hoisted in Donard, as the 12th of July came round, and their

Eoman Catholic neighbours subjected to all the insulting annoyances at

which they were such adepts ; but with the advent of Denis, the flag went

down to flutter no more ; the bonfires were extinguished, never again to be

rekindled ; the big drum was silenced, and there was not an amateur per-

former on the Orange fife who could screw up either his courage or his

wind, to play the '' Boyne Water" or '• Croppy lie down" within half a

day's journey of O'Toole and his dog "Lion." In his successful efforts

in the abolition of these insulting Orange display, so obnoxious to himself

and his fellow-Catkolics, Denis was ably assisted by Father Germaine, a

cousin Oi his Avifc, who was an excellent horseman, and always splendidly

mounted. He never minded the round-about of the roads, but always took

the "cross country" route to his destination, the intervention of hedges

and ditches affording him more of an amusement than obstacles. The

reverend gentleman, coming into Donard on one 12th July, was brought

face to face with the huge bonfire lit on its street, arouud which the

Orangemen of Dnnard were wont to dance like drunken dervishes. The

priest gave hi^ hoi'se the spur and jumped him over it, then turning him

roimd, he re-jumjicd him back agaiu. He continued this forward and

backAvard saltatory process for some time, and as at each leap the

hind feet of his horse struck the burnini: brands of the fire, and scattered



A.D. 1830.] AND OTHEE LEINSTEE SEPTS. 523

them in the faeey of the brethi-cn, their displciisurc at his equine agility

can be easily understood, and that it was confined to silent, sullen, and

suj^pressed wrath, and not manifested in the stronger evidences of their

anger, was no doubt owing to the fact that among the amused spectators

stood O'Toole, which had a wouderfull}- soothing effect in keeping the

bubbling anger of tlic " Sons of TTilliam " below the boiling point. This

was the last occasion upon which the Donard Orangemen ever attempted

to gratify their bigoted spleen at the expense of the feelings of theii-

Catholic fellow-townspeople, by lighting bonfires on the 12th July.

The wonderful sagacity of 0' Toole's constant canine companion,

"Lion," deserves a place in any record that would be made of the fortunes of

the family. Whenever O'Toole went from Ratheen to Dublin, Lion never

ceased crying till his return, especially at night. Though there were two

different routes by which he might return, cither by way of Morganstown

or Dunlavin, whichever road he came by, the first that would meet him

on his arrival—on alighting from the coach—would be Lion, greeting

him with vociferous welcome.

On one occasion that his master was in Dublin. Lion thought of going

to meet him, and halted near the house of a small farmer, the master of

which had but recently died, lea%'ing a widow and several young children.

Lion set up his piteous lament in the yard, and this lonesome, melancholy

howl, in the middle of the night, acting upon weakened nerves, and the

natural proneness to the idea that the recent death entailed, frightened the

poor widow and children nearly to death before the morning.

Lion misconducted himself very seriously upon one occasion. Find-

ing the dairy door open, he entered, and regaled himself with the cream

and fresh butter, destroying several tubs of cream, and mauling and dis-

figuring the rolls and cools of butter. His master, upon learning this,

was so angry v\-it]i his favourite, that he banished him from his presence,

and sent a serA-ant with him to a friend near Athy, arriving there late in

the evening. The servant rested for the niglit, and Lion was tied uji in

an outhouse for the night, but breaking loose, he got out, and was attacked

by th(; dogs of the household, two of whom he killed, and, starting off,
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arrived at his o-n-n borne before tbe man who brought him away had

returned.

But the owner of the dogs he had killed did not forget it to him, for,

in a few days after his return, poor Lion sickened, and it was then re-

membered that a strange man was seen prowling about the place shortly

after his return, and after his death it was discovered that he was killed

by broken glass cutting away his intestines, which had been given him,

mixed up in meat, by the stranger, in revenge for the death of the two

dogs he had killed ; and a very cowardly revenge it was.

The poor animal suffered extremely, and would recognise no one but

his master, and even to the last, when he would pat him, and say, " Poor

Lion ! Poor dog !" he would strive to raise up his faithful head, and

moan piteously. He died in great agony, and was buried, amidst the

general regret of the whole family, and all who knew him and admired

him for his gentle and noble bearing. O'Toole looked upon the loss of his

favourite dog as one of the greatest he had sustained up to this, for Lion

was his protector at all times, and his guide on many a dark night, v/hen

he would take a walk into Donard fi-om Eatheen, to learn the news as to

how the "great Daniel O'Connell and the ISTational cause" was prospering,

for to this period has our sketch now arrived.

He was an ardent Eepealer, and a strong supporter of O'Connell, and

attended all his principal meetings with that intention, but he only looked

on Eepeal of the Union as means to an end, or as a step in advance to the

final goal, viz., entire separation from Great Britain, and full independence

of Ireland ; and when O'Connell failed in his efforts to obtain Eepeal, and

the Young Ireland party declared themselves weary of useless agitation,

and that they would go in for physical force, and win by the sword what

they could not get by the logic of words, Denis O'Toole threw himself

heart and soul into the movement, and would have been able to bring a

goodly number of Wicklow men into the field of battle, were it not that

the rising was nipped in the bud by the untimely and imprudent action of

u few of the most prominent members of that party at liallingarry, Co.

Tipperary. which is generally known as the " Cabbage Garden Fiasco," after
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which many of the leaders -were arrested, tried, and transported. A -vrarrant,

signed by the lord lieutenant of the day, was sent to the head constable of

Donard for the arrest of O'Toole, but the head constable, who was friendly

to him, seeing the tui-n matters had taken, stayed liis arrest for the pre-

sent, and contented himself by searching his house, in which he found

only a few old firearms and some powder and shot, at the same time warn-

ing O'Toole that he had a warrant for his arrest, which he could put into

force at any moment, and cautioning him to be on his guard, and to keep

quiet. O'Toole, seeing the turn matters had taken, resolved to sell out his

land and stock, and accept the invitation of his wife's uncle in America,

who proposed to obtain for him a large tract of land beside his own, in the

State of Iowa, for a comparatively small sum of money. Bidding good-

bye to his friends and wife, whom he left at home with his children, he

started on the 8th March, 1849, for Iowa, with tlie intention that, should

he like the place, he would purchase it, build a house on it, and return for

his wife and family. At that time there were no railways across America,

and emigrants to the far "West had to go round by New Orleans and up

the Piiver Mississippi, and thence to their destination. Arriving in New
Orleans on the 4th of May, by the good ship, " Erin's Queen," and finding

that cholera had broken out in that city, they started the next day up the

Mississippi on board the steamboat, " Marshal Ney," for Iowa, but, un-

fortunately, on the second day the fatal malady broke out, which carried

away many of the passengers, O'Toole being one of the last to fall a victim

to it, on the 9th of ]May, 1S49, after shrift and unction, and was buried

on the bank of that river, near Cairo (probably Hickman). Thus passed

away the last of Tvrlagh O'Toole's sous, meeting with an untimely death

and a lonely grave, far, far away from family, kindred, and friends, in a

foreign clime. In him the poet's words are verified :

—

" Some on the shores of distant lands

Their weary hearts have laid.

And by the strangers' careless hands

Their lonely graves were made.
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Although theii- clay is far away

Doyoud the Atlantic foam,

lu true men, like you, men,

Their spirit 's still at home !"

"Ah I would to God his graA'e had been

On mountain side, in glen or plain,

Beneath the tnrf kept soft and green.

By wind and sunshine, dew and rain,

That men and maids, in after years,

Might come where slept the true and brave.

And plant and wet with flooding tears

The Irish shamrock on his grave.

"That warriors, poets, patriots, there

Might often come to muse and pray

"Within the genius-haunted air,

Above that mound of honoured clay

—

Above the pulseless heart once warm

With many a high and grand desire

—

That mouldering brain, in calm or storm,

Once radiant with celestial fire.

" It may not bo I It may not be !

jS'o sign shall rise those relics o'er !

The river -wild, the restless sea,

May hide and hold them evermore !

"We can but pray, in faith's fond way,

God rest his soul, the true and brave,

Whnsc noblest part passed off that day

0"er Mi>sissippi's turbid wave '."

—Adapted.
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May you rest in peace, Donougli ! You were as brave as tlie bravest

of your forefathers, and generous to a fault

!

137. Tyrlougb, or Terence, O'Toole, his eldest son, not yet out of

his teens, -who, likewise, was compromised by the Young Ireland move-

ment, would follow his father as a protection to his sister Mary,

whom his father had taken with him, who was now alone since his

death. He settled do^^•n in St. Louis in mercantile pursuits. Soon

after the American war broke out, and he was compelled to join the

southern army, which did not at all agree with his taste, as he would

rather expend his energies and his life under the standard of Erin,

against the Sassenach, on the green hills of Wicklow, in fighting for

country and clan, than in favour of slavery. But he had not long to do

soldiering, as St. Louis was soon conquered, and he taken prisoner, and.

after a short time, released on parole during the remainder of the war.

lie then married a Miss Barry, a native of Buttevant, Co. Cork, and all

went on well till one day, when assisting at the laying of the foundation

stone of the new church of St. Laurence O'Toole in that city. Being

under a broiling sun, with uncovered head, he received a sunstroke. He
lingered on for some years, but it finally caused his death. He left after

him a young family of five children, three daughters and two sons, Denis

and Anthony.

138. Denis represents the senior branch of Powersoourt.

Terence O'Toole, of St. Louis, from the time he was stricken down

by sunstroke to his death, was anxious to return home to breathe the

balmy and bracing air among the mountains and vales of his native Wick-

low, and he sighed, like many others, for the health-giving breezes of the

Wicklow hills, as is evident from his favourite ballad, which was com-

posed by his fellow-exile and brother-countryman. Father Butler of St.

Louis, formerly Catholic curate, officiating in the little church in Glen

Imayle. It is sung to the air of "Limerick is Beautiful," and is known

by the name of
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THE ^'ICKLOW TALES.

" Oh I brightly beams the summer suu

On fair lauds far away

;

A garb of green the valleys wear,

"Wliere silvery streamlets stray
;

But boyhood's home I'll ne'er forget,

Though dark my fate may "be
;

Where'er I roam, my Irish home,

The "Wicklow vales, for me !

" There's music in the leafy woods.

And 'mid the rocky hills
;

The rolling tones that follow fast

The leaj^ing, rijipling rills
;

And sunshine dances round the door

At midday, wild with glee.

And proudly stand the mountains grand

—

The Wicklow vales for me !

" Amidst these hills the steel was heard,

And music's martial strain,

AVheu patriots sought to make our isle

A nation once again

;

The outlaw bold, like eagle Avild,

On mountain's broAV was free

—

Oh I Freedom's home, where'er I roam,

The AVicklow vales for me I

"Oh I sorrows fall like mountain shades

O'er brightest scenes of earth.

Yet hope remains amid these plains

Tu hail the morrow's bu'th ;
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And gladly glides the winter's night

'Mid scenes of mirth and glee

—

Where'er I roam, my mountain home,

The Wicklo'w vales for me

!

^ .

'

" Let others boast of happy homes

In fair lands far away,

My love for thee shall never fade,

Where'er my footsteps stray.

Dear Wicklow ! Home of loving hearts

!

My mountain nurse ! Machree

!

No vales can e'er with thine compare

—

The Wicklow vales for me !"

His wife built an expensive monument over her husband's grave, and

still dresses it with the choicest flowers the year round. She has an

annual Mass for the repose of his soul celebrated. He died 3rd July, 1872.

Of the other members of Denis O'Toole's family who remained at

home, namely, Patrick Laurence, who entered a religious order and be-

came a priest ; Sarah, who manied Mr. James Meythen ; Denis, the noble

and patriotic, who died soon after his mother, the 28th January, 1879

;

Laurence, who also died young ; and

138. Anthony, who represents the junior branch of the family in

Ireland.

Pausing here, we cannot but be struck at the strangeness of the in-

cident, marvellous in itself, that the O'Tooles, like the wandering tribes of

the Israelites of old, from whom they claim descent, after being subjected

to the various extirpations, and after going through all the vicissitudes of

a chequered career, since the days when Tyrlagh O'Toolc was driven from

Powerscourt, when Phelim was cruelly killed by Marshal Jacques Wingfield,

find themselves, in the person of Anthony 0' Toole (son of Denis), back

again under the shadows of Beanackbcg and Bcanachmorc, on the very

borders of their ancient patrimony, near to that same Powerscourt wrested

35
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from his forefathers by treachery and fraud. Mr. Anthony O'Toole, one of

the managers of the Dublin, Wicklo-^^ and Wexford Uailway, resides here

at Bray, and has a young and promising family, namely, Xevin, Alice,

Lawrence, Annie, Cathleen, and Arthur, to uphold and perpetuate the

Powerscourt branch of the Clan O'Toole in Ireland.

Another family of this branch, descended from Patrick of Ballytoole

and Ballymoney, by his younger son, Denis, brother of Tirlough of Bally-

money, who died 1817, live at Slieverue, near Blessington.

Also a junior branch of the Powerscourt family appears to have been

suffered to remain in Glencree and Enniskerry, as tenants to the new
proprietors. They may have descended from a younger brother of Tur-

lough O'Toole not mentioned in the pedigree, for we find by the old

parish books some records relative to them as follows :

—

" In the assessment made to the parish of Powerscourt in 1695,

Morgan O'Toole, etc., etc., for BaUyreagh; Turlough O'Toole for Barne-

moice." Again, in 1732, Patrick O'Toole, etc., was churchwarden.

* Again, in 1743, t Patrick O'Toole is churchwarden; his autograph is in

the old book. This Patrick died in 1768. We find his will in the Probate

Court under that date, and Peter's will there is dated 1741.

This Peter was probably the father of Peter O'Toole of BaUyreagh.

There are still two families of the name in Ballyi-eagh, and here in this

retired place they were allowed to I'emain, and live in obscurity to the

present day.

Another family of them is to be found in Enniskerry, for we find in

the Probate Court the will of Hubert O'Toole of Enniskerry, dated a.d.

1718, and of his son. Garret, dated 1783; also his father's, Daniel O'Toole

of Shankhill, dated 1687, and that of his great granddaughter, Eleanor

O'Toole of Old Connaught, dated 1855.

* TTe cannot say how that can be, considering that they never changed their faith.

fA descendant of this Patrick O'Toole has waited on us, (1888), and in the

strongest manner possible repudiates the assertion that any of his ancestors ever con-

fcrmed. The name crept into the books in error, and was only allowed to stand there

one day until protested against.
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At present thoy arc represented by Edward O'Toolc of Kiltegar,

whilst the Ballp-eagh families are represented by George and John O'Toole

of Ballyreagh, Glencree, county Wicklow.

" The clay of some is Irish earth

—

Among their own they rest

—

And the same fair land that gave them birth

Has caught them to her breast

;

And we will pray that from their clay

Full many a race may start,

Of true men, like those men,

To act as brave a part."

Has not the prayer and prophesy of the poet been verified in the

great change for the better in religious toleration, and the general im-

provement which has come over the whole O'Toole country within the

present century ? Breezy Bray, as it was called in olden times, which,

at the beginning of the present century, was but a barren waste, is now a

thriving and prosperous town—a fashionable watering-place and summer
resort—the "Brighton of Ireland." Enniskerry, a beautiful village, not

known to exist when O'Toole lorded it over Powerscourt, with its magni-

ficent Catholic Church, lately built by the O'Tooles and other parishioners,

on a site long refused by the bigoted "Wingfields, but granted by the pre-

sent noble Lord of Powerscoui't, who appears to be an exception to his

predecessors in his liberality and sympathy for his tenants (derived, no

doubt, from his Catholic mother), and appreciated and reciprocated by
them. And as it is in Powerscourt, so is it in Fertyre and Imayle.

Eeligion has prospered, and Catholic churches have been built by the hands

and purses of the O'Tooles and O'Byrnes, as of yore. May it continue so

is the heartfelt wish of the Author. "Esto Perpetua."
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THE CASTLEKEVm BUANCH

CLAN O'TOOLE.

"We now take up the liistory of the Castle Kerin Branch of the Clan

0' Toole, and to do so, we take up the early settlement of portion of the

Clan there. The reader will remember that the descendants of Diarmid

went eastward from the Glen Imail, and settled in that portion of their

country called Fertyre (now Vartry), and Feracualan, which belonged to

them for centuries, almost since the time of Cahir Mor, but was inhabited

by petty chieftains under the control of The O'Toole.

125. Theobald, the son of Diamrid of Imail, was probably the first

who settled there, resolved to retain his possessions by the strong hand. His

co-relatives, the O'Byrnes, who were driven, after 1202, from Ui Faelan

in ls"orth Eildare, by Meyler FitzHenry, put forward some claims to this

territory, which led to the violent death of Edmond, son of Theobald.

12G. Edmond O'Toole, who was slain in 14SS by the sons of Taidy

Mor O'Byrne of Eathnuc, near Wicklow, was elected Tanist of his

clan in 1446.

127. Art Mor, descended from Edmond O'Toole of Castlekevin. He
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left two sons, namely, Turlougb and Art Oge. He appears to have fallen

into the same mistake as his great ancestor, Muiredeach Mor, who lived in

the eighth century, and who on his death divided the kingdom amongst

his three sons, thereby, by dividing, weakening the power of his clan.

Ilowcvcr, paternal affection was sometimes stronger than clan

interest and human prudence, and so Art Mor O'Toole of Castlekevin

divided his territory between his two sons. Turlough being the older, and

the better able to contend with the English enemy of the Pale, was given

Fera-Cualan and Glengap, whilst Ai-t Oge was left in possession of Castle-

kevin and the territory of Fertyi", where he would be sheltered fi'om the

attacks of the fierce and unscrupulous English garrison. His brother

Turlough acted as a buffer to the attacks and sallies made from time to

time, and his power should be broken before the impulse of the shock

could be felt by Art Oge. And a very unaccommodating style of " buffer "

Turlough upon many an occasion proved himself to be, for, not only did

he weaken the momentum of the trains of war that the Castle sent into

his territories, but very often he was so rudely repulsive as to shatter

them all to pieces.

We find that when the fortune of war compelled Tui'lough O'Toole to

come to terms with Henry VIII., the same terms as were secured for

liimself by the king's fiat were similarly established for his brother,

Art Oge.

Unfortunately, in one of those disastrous battles so frequent in those

days, the eldest son of Art, Turlough O'Toole, was slain by his kinsman,

Shane O'Toole of Imaile, the melancholy consequences of which act have

given reason for sorrowful regret to the whole clan in subsequent days.

Of Tui-lough, the warrior chieftain of Powerscourt, wc have treated

in an earlier portion of this history.

128. Art Oge O'Toole continued as chief of Fertyr and lord of

Castlekevin, until his death, which occurred about 15-50.

129. Feagb, or Luke, his son, succeeded him, and held on till his

death, 15C5, Mention is made of this Feagh in the fiats of Edward YL,

as follows—
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"Pardon of Phelim M'Feagh O'Toole, of the Fartry, in County

Dutiin, of Eice Bassett, his mother, and Margery Byrne, his wife, and

others."

130, Barnaby was the eldest son of Luke, upon whose death he be-

came a ward in Chancery, under the care of Sir Henry Harrington, and was

reared up at the English court, and trained to the profession of arms. Some

strange fatality attended the efiorts of those appointed guardians with their

Chancery wards, for, notwithstanding their every possible plan for alien-

ating them from their country and theu- faith, we find them, whenever the

opportunity offered, turning the talents they had acquired in the camp

and the tournament, against the English, and in the support of their own

countrymen. Barnaby O'Toole, was not one to prove an exception to this

state of things, so we find him, upon his return to Ireland, giving his

former English military associates a lively time of it at Glenmalure, where

he leagued against the English with Feagh MacHugh O'Byrne, in -whose

camp he died, 17th January, a.d, 1597.

A contemporary writer speaks of him thus :
—"Among the most trusted

of Feagh MacHugh O'Byme's confederates was Barnaby O'Toole, son of

Luke of Castlekevin, who stood by him in all his vicissitudes, and by his

staunch fidelity and bravery, won golden encomiums from his enemies as

well as his friends."

" There was one, however, for whose head he {i.e. the English Lord

Deputy) would have bestowed more than a knighthood on any inhuman

scoundrel who was lucky enough to hack it off. But, long for it as he

might, this insatiable ogre was doomed to experience a disappointment,

which we may suppose was somewhat mitigated when he learned that

Barnaby O'Toole of Castlekevin had given up the ghost quietly in Fcagh's

camp on 17th January, 1597. The death of this faithful ally was a sore

blow to Feagh, and calculated to discourage him, if his heart had not been

of that stern, imyielding type which, despite injustice, envy, malice, and

all other developments of the human mind, is conscious of a self-sustaining

power that even in death enables it to live down the worst efforts of

tyranny."
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Bamaby was cousin and brother-in-law to Feagb MacHugb, and

uncle to all bis children. We see by the Fiats of Edward's time that

even Feagh's mother had succeeded in incurring the displeasure of the

Lord Deputy, for we read there that " Sawbina, daughter of Arthur ny

Thoole, wife of said Hugh O'Byrne, was pardoned."

So that Feagh MacHugh O'Byrne was half an O'Toole, which was

not the least important factor in accounting for his wonderful valour, his

more than surprising prowess, and indomitable courage.

"We can glean from the following character of Barnaby by the

English, in what relation he stood to them, where they say :

—

"The said Bamaby did falsely and treacherously supporte divers

enemies and rebells of the late queen Elizabeth, in the year 1596, toge-

ther with Feagh MacHugh O'Byrne, who married the sister of Barnaby,

and other notorious rebels, at Fananerin, in the county aforesaid, and

entered into actual rebellion, in aid of the said Feagh MacHugh."

131. Feagh, or Luke, Barnaby's son, was not much more than a child

of eight at his father's death, and he was also made a ward of Chancery,

under the care of Sir Henry Harrington, as well as his brothers,

Arthur Cahir, and his sister, IMargery ; the mother of Luke was Honor

O'Moore, whose father perished in the dreadful massacre of MuUagh-
mast, in which 180 of her clan were slaughtered in cold blood, by the

monster, Cosby, who was afterwards himself slain at the battle of Glen-

malure, by the O'Tooles and O'Byrues.

Honor, the widow of Barnaby O'Toole, got married to Eoger Master-

son, and claimed one-third of all the premises as her dowry, and was assigned

by her son, Luke, the half of the townlands and fields of Wigmanstown
and Ballenstown, as her portion. "The aforesaid owner is now living (2Cth

March, 1G19) and in full vigour.''—Inquisition.

Barnaby was faithfully followed in his liostility to the Sassenach

by his son Luke, when he grew to the age rendering him capable of

taking part in the fray.

Just now the Castle determined upon turning their country into

shireland, as the foUowinc: extract shows :

—
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THE o'toole and O'bTENE COUNTKY MADE A COUNTY OF, AND CALLED
COUNTY WICELOV.

Lord Deputy and Council recommending

—

" That in the matter of the division of counties, they rene"w their

former motion, that the country of the Byrnes and Tooles, and other

mountain parts adjoining, being spacious and yet barborous, wanting
means of justice ; and wherefore, in a perpetual sink of rebellion hitherto,

may be reduced into a county for the better government thereof.

"Signed, Aethue Chichestee, Ent,

Thomas Medensis,

Edwaed Pelham,

"September 30th, James Ley,

1603." G. MooKE."
This recommendation was apparently acted upon, for we read in the

Carew State Papers that

—

" The Bimes and the Tooles' country, with the glens that lie by the

south and by the east of the county Dublin, was, by commission, bounded
out into a shire, to be named and called the county of Wicklow, and was
divided into baronies, as follows :

—

" Newcastle-Maghenegan, Enisboyhin, Ballinacor, Talbotstown,

Holywood, and Castlekeven.

" This country or county hath, by west of it, the county of Cather-

lagh, north-west Kildare, flat north Dublin, cast the main sea, and

south the county of Wexford, a.d. 1604.''

Thus was obliterated, as far as could be done by Orders iu Council,

&c., &c., the old names of the O'Tooles and O'BjTnes' country, and changed

into the modern county "Wicklow.

The State papers of a more modern period mention

—

"O'Thole's country was formerly called the barony of Castle Eevin,

and comprised that part of Wicklow, which lies between Talbotstown,

Newcastle, and Ballinacor; and the chief captain of Lcinster was O'Thole

de Imayle."
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" Of the O'Tooles of Fertyr," says a contemporary vrriter, "who
were involved in the confiscations of James I., and shared the fate of

those of Imayle and Powerscourt, I can only speak incidentally, for their

vicissitudes would occupy more space than the limits of this history can

afford. Their names, however, and those of theii- posterity, will be found

numerously in the Inquisitions, taken in the reigns of Charles I. and

Charles II., as tenants, under the new proprietary, that got possession of

theu- estates.''

As before mentioned, we find, by the State papers, that Luke O'Toole

of Castle Kevin, did not fare as badly as other members of his clan. His

estates, after being confiscated, were given to one John Wakeman, who
either lacked that essential quality in your well-defined "land-grabber,"

viz., an elasticity of conscience, or that he was afraid, or both, to force

possession of it, which latter is the more probable—anyway, we find him

by a deed, dated 5th December, 1609, enfeofl&ng Luke of same, as the

following extract shows :

—

" The said Castlekevin is, and for the last [ ] years last past

hath been waste and in utter decay."

" The said John Wakeman, together with Sir James Carroll, of the

city of Dublin, knight ; and James, now "Viscount Clandeboy, by the name
of Sir James Hamilton, of the city of London, knight, on the 5th

December, 1609, did make a deed of feoffment, unto Luke al Feogh

O'Toole, and his heir, of said territory of Fartry al Fertcr.

" Said Luke hath enjoyed the profits of these premises above men-

tioned for eleven years previous to this inquisition, yearly value £10."

The rental of which at the present writing is not less than £20,000.

Wc here give original and translation of an inquisition taken in

King James's reign, when young Luke was about thirty years of age :
—

ORIGINAL. TkaKSLATIOX.

Jac 1st. James 1st.

Beat, 26 Mae, 1619. Deat, 26th Maech, 1619.

"Bernard O'Toole nup' do Castle- " Bernard O'Toole, late of Castle-

kevinj ar' seis fuit in dnico 'sue ut kcvin, was seized of his lordship as
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de feod' talliat' sibi et hered' mascul

de corpore sui legittime procreat, de

castr. et vil: de Castlekevin et patria

vocat le Fartri 'cu ptin in Co pd ac

de vil campis et hamlet de Tom-
rylen, Gammastowne, Lytrym,

Wigmanstowne, Glasmullen et Tul-

laghgo-nry, eu pten qu' valent p an

ultra repris '30' legal monet Hibrnu

pmiss 'tempore mortes diet' Ber-

nard O'Toole tenebaf de nup' Eegifi

Elizabeth in capite, p sire mil' viz

p sire' im' feod' mil et nunc tenet

sunt de Ee p eude sire—pd Bernard

O'Toole sic seis existen' de tali

statre, obiit unde seis 17 Jan. 1596.
" Luc O'Toole nunc de Castlekevin,

pd est ejus fil et her mascul' de cor-

pore su legittime 'p creat, et pd
Luc fuit etat sannif 'tempore mortis

diet, Bernard et non maritat. Onor

nunc ux' Eoger Masterson, fuit

legittim 'ux' diet Bernard O'Toole

et tempore mortis diet' Bernard 'pet

p dat sua ^ Oia pmiss' supuis' speci-

ficat—pd Luc post morti pd. Ber-

nard 'assignairt pd. Onor p dot. ^ vil

et compos de Wigmanstown et Bal-

leustown, cu suis ptin' p'' Onor in

pleu jam exestit.'

in fee to himself, and by strict en-

tail to his heirs masculine, of his

body lawfully begotten, of the castle

and village of Castlekevin, and the

country called the Fartri, part of

v?hich is in said county, and of the

townland, fields, and hamlets of

Tomrayln, Gammastown, Lytrym,

Wigmanstown, Glassmullen, and

Tullaghgo^vry, portions thereof,

thus remaining seized from such or-

dinance, he died thence seized 17

January, 1596. Luke O'Toole, now
of Castlekevin, aforesaid, is his son

and heir masculine of his body law-

fully begotten, and aforesaid Luke
was at the time of the death of the

said Bernard, eight years of age, and

not married. Onor, nowwife of Eoger

Masterson, was the lawful wife of

said Bernard O'Toole, and at the

time of the death of the said Ber-

nard, demanded as her dowry i of

all the premises specified above.

Aforesaid Luke, after the death of

Bernard aforesaid, assigned to afore-

said Onor as her do^vry ^ the town-

lands and fields of Wigmanstown,

and Ballenstown, as her portion of

them. Aforesaid Onor is now living

and in full vigour.

We, subsequently to the enfeoffmentof the Fartry territory by JohnWake-

man and Sir James Carroll, find another grant made of it by the king in 1 636.
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And later again it was disposed of to one Bronker; but excepting the

lionoiu- of being made royal grantees, we do not find that either of them
were any the more benefited than "Wakeraan was, because Luke O'Toole

kept a " firm grip," and retained the full possession and enjoyment of his

lands, until they shared the general wholesale confiscations in the time of

Cromwell, and the estates of Luke were divided among his soldiers, and
go to maintain their descendants at the present day, in the shape of a

score or more of " squireen " landlords, who manage to ape the position

of gentlemen, by squeezing the very life-blood out of an oppressed ten-

antry, and calling it " rent."

HEEE COMES ME. COEE's GEANT.

An Information concerning Mr. Coke's land in Ireland :—
"The land of Fairtree in Ireland, was the inheritance of Luke

O'Toole, from whom it was seized by the king, and granted to Secretary

Coke, 1G36, or rather by Lord Deputy Wentworth, Earl of Strafford, as

we see by the following extract from the Coke Manuscripts :

—

THE YAETET IN 1G36.

" A second part of the Eeport of the Historical Manuscripts Commis-
sion on the manuscripts of the Coke family, of Melbourne, Derbyshire,

belonging to Earl Cowper, and preserved at Melbourne Hall, has just been

issued. Sir John Coke was Secretary of State in the reign of Charles I.,

and the manuscripts now calendered consist of letters and despatches

received by him in his oflacial capacity, as well as some of a character

personal to him. There are many documents interesting to the student of

Irish history, as illustrating the state of the country in the middle of the

seventeenth century. But the most attractive portion of the corre-

spondence, to Dublin people especially, is a description of the Vartry, and
its acquisition by Sir John Coke, who appears to have become enamoured
of the beauties of that celebrated district of the country of the O'Tooles.

" King Charles, having signified to Viscount"Wentworth, Lord Deputy
in Ireland, that he desired to confer on Sir John Coke a grant of land in
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Ireland, Wentworth wrote to Sir John on the 25th March, 1636,

saying— 'It is now a good space since his Majesty, by his own letters,

required me to find out some suite whereby he might reward the care

and pains you take in the service of the Crown, further acquainting me
with the value of the suite he intended you. Since I was not idle, but

have to begin, I have found out a pretty portion of land called Fartrees

(Yartry), bordering upon the territory of the Birnes, whereunto before

my coming over I will entitle the king ; and after it shall be passed unto

you under the rent of a hundred pounds fee farm. If you like, keep it,

and make your best benefit of it. You shall be presently put into posses-

sion; if otherwise you shall judge it more convenient for your estate to

part withal, I will be answerable to procure you one thousand pounds for

your interest, payable at Michaelmas next, and good security for your

money the whUst.' Accordingly, an ' inquisition ' was taken for the

king of the ' territories of the Farrtree,' and is dated 21st April, 1636.

It shows that :

—

" 'Eng Henry YIII., by his letters patent upon the petition of

Terlogh O'Toole and Arte Oge O'Toole, his brother, grants unto Terlogh

O'Toole of Powerscourt, and to Arte O'Toole and his heirs the manor of

Castle Eevan, and the Farrtree, with conditions to use the English habit,

language, education, hostings, aidings, and the like, and particularly to Arte

Oge O'Toole, that he should keep Castle Kevan in repair, as a bulwark

against the rebels, with particular instructions to Sir Anthony St. Leger,

the then Lord Deputy, that these conditions shall be inserted in the body

of his grant, and that in case he failed to perform the same he should

resume the same into the king's hands again, and also more special

matters in the letter of King Henry YIIL, and in the patent itseK, both

which are recited in the body of the inquisition. And further, they found

that Arte Oge O'Toole so seized of the lands of the Farrtree, died, having

Barnary O'Toole, his son and heu', of full age, who, presently after, viz.,

17th January, 159G, together with Feogh M'Hugh. his brother-in-law,

did enter into actual rebellion, and in that rebellion died ; and that Luke

al Feogh O'Toole was son and heir male of the body of the said Barnaby;
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and that Castle Kevan is and hath been uncovered for 30 years last past

;

and further, they found that King James, in the first year of his reign,

did grant unto John Wakeman, by his letters patent (together -with other

things), the lands and territories of the Farrtree, and that the said John

Wakeman, Sir James Carroll, and the Lord Clan de Boy, did by their

deed of feoffment, dated 5th December, 1 609, sell and make over unto

Luke al Feogh O'Toole the lands and territories of the Farrtree, and that

the said Luke hath enjoyed the said lands for eleven years last past.' Sir

John notes—'(1) that though the inquisition was taken after the decease

of Barnaby O'Toole, yet stands he attainted hereby, for so by legem terrae

they attaint traitors after death in Ireland
; (2) the ruin of Castle Eevan,

here found in the inquisition, is an absolute forfeiture by the common
law of the land, being granted on those conditions to keep it in repair,

that the letters patent granted of those lands by Xing James to John

Wakeman are clearly void, for that there was never any inquisition taken

upon them, whereby it could legally appear that the king had right to those

lands, and the king could not grant that which he had not.'
"

Following upon this is a copy of an ordinance issued by the king at

Oatlands, July 5th, 1636, to the Lord Deputy of Ireland:—"We arc

given to understand that the castle, manor, town, and lands of Castle

Kevj'n, and the whole territory or precinct called the Feartry, alias Ferter

(Vartry), in the county of Wicklow, in our kingdom of Ireland, with all

the lands, tenements, and hereditaments thereunto belonging, or enjoyed

as part or parcel thereof, by whatsoever names they be known or distin-

guished, arc in our gift and disposal in the right of our crown. Our will

and pleasure is, and we do hereby authorise and require you, upon receipt

hereof, to cause one or more effectual grant or grants to be made by
advice of our learned council, and passed under our Great Seal thereunto,

our right trusty and well-beloved councillor, Sir John Coke, Knight, one

of our principal Secretaries of State, and his heirs, in consideration of his

good and faithful service to us and our crown, of the said castle, manor,

town, and lands of Castle Ke-^-yn, and the whole territory or precinct,

called the Feartry, alias the Ferter, in all lands, tenements, and hcredi-
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taments, thereunto belonging or enjoyed as part or parcel thereof by
whatsoever known or distinguished in our said county of "Wichlow, the

the same to be held by the former tenure, and reverting unto us for the

premises the yearly rent of fifty poxmds sterling, together with such other

clauses as are usual in grants of the like nature, and for so doing these

our letters shall be unto you, our Deputy, now being, as unto any other

our Deputy, Chief Governor or Governors, Chancellor or Eeeper of our

Great Seal there, that thereafter, for the time being, shall be, and to all

other our officers and ministers whom it may concern, sufficient war-

rant and discharge. Given under signet at our court at Oatland."

On August 8, 1636, Dr. Alane Cooke, writing from Dublin, gives to

Sir John Coke the following description of the Yartry

:

" I went to view the lands of the Yartry, where I stayed all the last

week, and did observe every parcel thereof, for which I was beholden

unto Sir Edward Waikfield, who is your new neighbour. The names of

all the towns are as follows :—Castlekevin, the town where the castle doth

stand; this hath a goodly wood, but no great timber, and very fine

young oaks; Tomolan, a pretty wood, but no timber; Tomdarragh and
Balincor, a very goodly wood, but no timber ; Eahin, a very small village,

no wood; Baltomane, Carrickro, and Boledin, the largest town in the

Yartries, a very good wood, by which runneth the great river ; Leitrim,

joining to the river of the Yartries, a very pretty wood, but no timber;

Molenabige and BoUncas, a town, hath no wood ; Bahinte, where Sir.

Masterson doth dwell ; he is a friend to Mr. Toole's mother ; he hath

this and the above town; this town hath no wood ; Glasmolin, joining to

the Manor of Powerscourt, no wood. All the whole lands very dry, and

a very wholesome air. (It is all coachway.) It is all in length sis miles

and in breadth a mile, of good lauds. It is all entire within itself. Castle

Kevin is the fittest jilace to build the manor, because of the strength.

The bawn is very good, very near 20 feet high. All the castle is down,

and the bounds are very near fifty yards square, a fine small river running

at the foot of the castle, and at the back of the castle, half a mile from the

same, runneth a great river, which did afford a .... of salmon, which
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did come out of the sea to spaTm, but the Lord of Esmondc hath set a
weir upon the river. I have caused a presentment to be made unto my-
self as being judge of the Yice-Admiralty of Leinster, and whatsoever
power the law hath shall be put in execution to make this weir to be
pulled down. Between Tomolan and Tomdari-agh is the best place to set

the town (facilities for timber and lime from Dublin enumerated). There
is a very fair civate(?) within the bawn of the castle, which will serve to

d^vell in until the town be built and very secure. Let me give you this

encouragement for the plant, because I shall be able to plant it had you
twice as much land, and with able tenants of good worth and quality.

Castlekevin will be a fit place for a man of good fashion to live in, which
must defeat the tenants until they be fully settled, which being built, I

will take, giving as much as anyone for the same. I presume there will

be 10,000 acres of land, which will be fit for com or grazing, both summer
and winter, which cannot yield less than £500 per annum, althou"-h Luke
Toole never made £200 per annum. I would wish that your grants were
passed, and the lands surveyed. The farthest part of your land is but 14
miles from Dublin, and the next but 8 miles."

Several other letters are printed relating to the negotiations for the
transfer of the territory to Sir John, and under date March 7, 1636-7 is

the following :

—

" Copy grant by letters patent under the Great Seal of Ireland to Sir

John Coke and his heirs of the territory, or precinct of land, called Feartv
alias Ferter, in County Wicklow ; also the castle of the manor of Castle-

kevin, and the town and lands of Castlekevin, Tomellan, Tomedarou"-h
Leytrim, Baltynamyne, Moknemigg, Bolcnstavoy, Glassenmolen, Coole-

tiromoke, Tullaghgorey, Bolekerarre, Bolenenalgc, Luggelah, Corboylt,

Boylanrush, and BoUyballygoogeh, subject to the service of one knight's

fee, and the annual rent of £40 of Irish money."
" The land consists of 15,441 acres of all sorts, English measure, is 12

miles from Dublin, has a castle, called Eevin, and a fine river, full of

salmon and trout."

The misstatements in the above are evident.
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We append the follo-n-ing notes from the notes given in the survey of

Ireland by O'Curry in 1836 :

—

"Eiver Fartry, or, as it is now called, Yartry, has its source in two
little streams in the neighbourhood of Upper Newcastle, the one rising

in Calry, and the other in the Dowse Mountains, outside Powerscourt deer

park, and both uniting near the new church of Calry, where the united

waters take the name of Feartry, and flow on till they enter the sea at

Wicklow.
" On the east bank of the stream, near the church of Calry, is an

ancient rath, 44 yards in diameter, and on the opposite bank a remarkable

round and pretty hillock, which they call a moate, but which, however, has

no sign or vestige of a moate on or about it. They say (here) that the

O'Bymes and the OTooles fought a bloody battle here at one time ; that

the O'Tooles were worsted and driven forward as far as Bray, where they

turned on their pursuers, when the battle raged anew, and ended in the

total defeat of the O'Tooles. From that battle. on the commons of Bray
(Bloody Bank) two brothers of the O'Bymes escaped from the slaughter,

and rode off towards Wicklow until they came to this river, where they

stopped to wash off the gore and dust of the battlefield. It happened that

the younger of the two went into the river above the other, so that the

water was bloody and foul when it reached the latter, whereupon a quarrel

ensued between them, in which the younger brother fell in the middle of

the river, but how, my informant knows not."

" Castlekevin.—At a distance up the valley from Annamoe, at the

head of which is situated the site of Castle Kevin, supposed to have been

built by the O'Tooles, a spacious quadrangular area, encompassed by a

deep ditch and rampart, which, with some of the foundations, is all that

remains of this ancient fortress."— O'Cm-ry, 1S3G.

Of late years the Yartry has been turned into another direction, and

by becoming the water supply of the city of Dublin, has been the means
of conferring inestimable blessings upon its citizens, and, in connection

therewith, the memory of its principal promoter, the late Sir John Gray, of

the Freeman''s Journal, is deservedly held in grateful remembrance by them.
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But Luke O'Toole held a firm hold of his lands till Cromwell came.

Not only was he a noble and valiant warrior, but also a true Catholic and

an able defender of Holy Church on all occasions when his protecting

hand and good sword were needed.

So hotly was the Church persecuted at this time that, being afraid to

jbold the meetings of the clergy in Dublin or any other large town, a

Syuod of the Leinster clergy was held in the woods of Glendalough (in

Luke's territory), and when it was reported to O'Toole that a Government

spy, one Walsh, was hovering about, in order to get information for the

Government, he sought him out with horsemen and kern, and finding him

in the woods, he brought him before the Yicar-General, O'Eeilly, who
presided o\'er the assembly of the clergy, who dismissed him with a

caution and. kind rebuke.

But it was not until the rebellion of 1642, when Owen Eoe O'Neill

landed at Castle Doe in the North, that Luke fully displayed his love for

HoIt Church, and his prowess as a warrior chieftain. O'Neill brought with

him 'jonsidcrable supplies of arms and ammunition, and what was still

moie needed, Irish officers, who had seen service in the Spanish Nether-

lands, in field and fort, from the walls of Louvain to the citadel of Arras.

Each of these was able " to set a squadron on the field," for they all had

learned the military art as a profession, whereby to live or die as became

soldiers.

A rare manuscript history of the time states that, amongst the Confed-

erate ofiicers, none were more distinguished than Hugh McPhelim O'Byme
and Colonel Luke O'Toole, the former the son of Esmond's victim, and

the latter the son of the attainted lord of Castlekevin. O'Byme's conduct

(luring the protracted war was beyond all praise. His bravery in the field,

and his fidelity to religion and country, had merited and received the com-

mendation of Owen Eoe, who had personal experience of his soldierly

bearing both abroad and at home.

"When Preston, General of the Leinster forces, temporized, and by his

defection to Lord Ormoud, (the enemy of his race and creed), frustrated

30
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the Confederate attempt on Dublin, Hugh McPhelim and Luke O'Toole

resigned the commissions they held under that scion of the House of Gor-

manstown, and took service with Owen Eoe's Ulstermen.

This is not the place to enumerate the many actions in which they

figured, and it must suffice to say that they distinguished themselves in

each of them, clung to their chief with unwavering fidelity, assisted at

his death-bed at Ciough-Oughter, and when the fortunes of the Confed-

erates seemed desperate, led their regiment to Bathdrum, and kept the

national flag flying, even after Cromwell had massacred the people at

Wexford. JS'o whining, crouching slaves were Hugh McPheHm O'Byrne
and Luke O'Toole, but, every inch, men who were proud of the blood

that coursed through their veins, proud of the memories their native hills

awakened, and ready, had Heaven so willed it, to sacrifice themselves in

a generous effort to sweep out for ever the rabble settlers of Elizabeth

and James from the pleasant glens and smiling valleys of their native

Wicklow.

Of Luke O'Toole, of whom we are more concerned here. He had
his share of all the " hard blows '' during that momentous epocli,

when the Catholics of Ireland occupied a 'vantage ground they never had
before or since, and from which they were obliged to descend into the

depths of social grovelling, not indeed by extraneous constraint, but rather

by pressure of their own unfortunate feuds and factions. Colonel Luke
O'Toole served some time under Preston, recruited his regiment among
the hills of Imayle and Feracualan, and with O'Byrne, says the MS. above

cited :
—" Made a fort of earth in the meare of the two counties, Dublin

and Wicklow, where he annoyed the city, being only ten miles distant,

waited his opportunity, when any army did issue thence, would show him-

self now and then upon St. Stephen's Green, using some acts of hostility,

and at other times did burn some of the suburbs, so that several times

he caused to be recalled home those armies to defend their proper

doors.'

"

The following Commission attests the high respect in which Luke

O'Toole was held by the Catholic Prelates assembled in Cavan :

—
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" To Colonel Luke O'Toole,

" Greeting,

" In Our Lord Everlasting.

" Sir,

"The pressing calamity of this kingdom, where with the Holy

Catholic and Apostolic and Eoman Religion, his sacred Majesty's rightp

and the just liberties of us—^his loyal subjects—are like to be trodder

underfoot, by a company of profane rebels, instruments of God's wrath

to punish our sins, together with the confidence we have in your real

worth and wisdom to redeem those so dear pledges, invites us to call on

your assistance. Giving you hereby full power and authority to levy,

lead, and command a regiment of foot, and a troop of horse, praying you

to contain the said regiment and troop as much as may be from incurring

God's just anger, especially from oppressing the poor, swearing and steal-

ing. Giving you to understand we are hereunto authorized by his Excel-

ency (Ormond), as appeareth by his letter dated at Loughrea, April 1st.

" We also pray you, with the consent of the gentry there, to choose

among yourselves in these parts a Commander-in-Chief, and that each

Colonel may choose his own officers.

" We will not cease to pray his Divine Majesty to encourage you to

fight in his quarrel, and bless your designs.

" Given at Cavan, 2nd May, 1650.

" Farewell,

(Signed), 'i' " Hugh O'Eeillt, Archbishop of Armagh.

•i*
" Thomas Fleming, Archbishop of Dublin.

+ " Eugene, Bishop of Kilmore."

At the close of 1650, Luke was encamped at Glenmalure, with his

four sons serving under him—Barnaby and Donogh, Lieut.-Colonels

;

Christopher, a Major; and Tirlagh .If the rebellious movement of 1641-2

had more of the sterling stufi: of Luke O'Toole amongst the Leinster

leaders, the result would have been different for the Irish Catholics ; but

the cool, calculating treachery of Ormond, and the weak vacillation of the

Catholic nobles of the Pale, were sufficient to wreck any cause, and was
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far more disastrous than any force that the English could put in the field

against them.

Not your fault, Luke, that the Confederate Catholics did not succeed,

for you fought bravely, and stood by the cause to the last. Even when
Cromwell paid him a passing visit on his way to Wexford, the old war-

rior could not refrain from having a blow at him; and swooping down on
his rear, he did much damage, and brought away Cromwell's favourite

charger.

This chagrined Old Noll very much, and he sent a message to Luke,
complaining that his son Christopher had taken away his favourite horse,

and that he would willingly pay £100 for his recovery. To this ofier

Luke returned as answer an emphatic "No!" but that he would keep the

charger as a " souvenir of Oliver's visit to "Wicklow." Cromwell, before

proceeding on his way to Wexford, ordered his artillery to level the old

fortress of Castlekevin. They then planted their cannon on the road

opposite, and with a few broadsides almost levelled the old castle, in

which state it remains to the present day.

" The halls where mirth and minstrelsy,

Than Fertire's winds rose louder,

Were flung in masses lonely.

And black with English powder."

Cromwell then continued his disastrous march, and on his reaching

Wexford, committed the most dreadful and diabolical slaughter of its in-

habitants, and continuing his devastating march, we might almost say with

the connivance of Ormond, he burned and laid waste the whole country.

It must have been peculiarly gratifying to the blood-thirsty nature of

Cromwell, when an adverse fate threw the brave old warrior, Luke
O'Toole, into his hands. How revengefully he must have gloated over

his capture, and with what glee (Luke was now in the evening of his days,

in his 75th year) he consigned him to the dungeons of Dublin Castle

!

We may be sure that the process of the law was not needlessly

delayed in his case, and that short time was given between whatever
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mockery of a trial they gave him aud the execution of that seafceace

which was too familiar to theO'Tooles, viz :
—"To be hanged, drawn and

quartered." This barbarity was carried out in the year a.d. 1652, and

the hoary and venerable head of the gallant chieftain was spiked on

the gate that then stood at the foot of Nicholas-street, dividing the par-

ishes of St. Nicholas Within, and St. Nicholas Without. Here it remained

for a considerable time, the object of derision to those craven burghers of

Dublin, who, when that eye (now dimmed by death) w.as thrown upon them

as he rode at the head of his troops, in one of his incursions among them,

were wont to skulk behind the nearest shelter, lest the avenging arm of

an O'Toole would repay them for some inflicted wrong. Thus ended the

last chieftain of Castlekevin, along with Sir Phelim O'Neill, Hugh

McPhelim O'Byme, and other leading Catholics.

Again were the O'Tooles of Fertire and Castlekevin attainted and

outlawed ; again were their lands confiscated and handed over to the

Cromwellian soldiery.

We have these recorded in the book of Cromwell's confiscations,

which is still to be seen in the Record Office, Four Courts, Dublin, and

from which the following extracts are taken verhativi:—
County of Wicklow—Kildaragh Parish, Ballinacor, .14.

Glassmullen,
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the territory of ancient Fertire. The valley of Glendalough was Church

land, and not included in the grant.

By this last act of confiscation the Clan 'Toole was left landless in

Fertire and Imayle, and reduced to the position of humble farmers in the

land they once owned.

Such of them as considered the military Hfe more congenial to their

tastes emigrated to the Continent, and took service in the armies of France

and Spain, where they were not only heard of, but felt, in every battle

from Dunkirk to Belgrade, and finally cast ia their lot with the Irish

Brigade. On many a hard-fought field, and through many a weary night,

they were buoyed up by the hope that one day it would be vouchsafed

them to land on Irish soil, and strike one blow at their common foe, one

more struggle for holy Church and the land that bore them.

Luke O'Toole's sons were disinherited by the outlawry of their father

and themselves, and their lands, as a consequence, confiscated. Christopher,

the third eldest, was killed in the wars ; Donogh (Denis) and Tyrlagh

(Terence) lived on, and their descendants are stiU numerous in and about

Glendalough and Fertire, and along the eastern seaboard of Wicklow and

Wexford. We find Denis O'Toole of Castlekevin, with Hugh O'Byme
of Glendalough, going security for the priest of that district, in 1704.

Denis O'Toole died, 1720. His will, bearing that date, is to be seen in

the archives of the Public Eecord Office, Dublin.

132. Brian O'Toole, the eldest son of Luke, took service in France

after the defeat of the Irish by Cromwell, but returned after the accession

of James II., in hopes of regaining his estates. He fought valiantly at

the Boyne; and he it was, and not Cahir * (as stated by Xing James), who
shot Marshal Schomberg on that day.

In this same battle (the Boyne) also fought the three sons of Brian

—

Luke, Francis, M.P. for Wicklow, and Lam-cnce of Farnessa, who stuck

to the Irish army. They fought at Athlone, Aughrim, and at the siege

* The full particulars of this, and Lord Fingal's account, as published Ly Mr. Gilbert,

are given at length on page 447.
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of Limerick, after wLicli the two latter returned to 'Wicklow, to find

themselves, by the violation of Limerick's treaty, dispossessed of their

property, and they and their descendants, to this day, compelled, as

humble farmers, to eke out an existence upon the lands of their fathers.

Francis O'Toole, of Famesa, settled down about Gorey ; his son,

Phelim O'Toole, who was born about 1700, had two sons—Hugh O'Toole,

bom, 1730, and Art. Hugh died in 1773, leaving five children— John

O'Toole, bom, 1761 ; Eose, Ellen, Mary, and Laurence. Laurence left

Ireland about 1798, and was never heard of by his friends.

The eldest son, John O'Toole, finding it impossible to live at

home, in 1798 emigrated to England, where he died in 1843, leaving

four children, namely, Laurence, born, 1807, and stUl living, a very

learned and respected priest, pastor of St. Wilfrid's, Manchester; Catherine,

bom in 1809; died, 1876; Hugh, born, 1811; died, 1889, sine prole;

and Elizabeth, born, 1819 ; died, 1886.

From this branch of the family, namely, from Art, great-grandson

of Francis, of Famesa, is descended, we are told, John L. Toole, the

great comedian of world-wide reputation. He was born in London, where

his father held a lucrative office in the Corporation. He evinced a

wonderful adaptability for the histrionic art, almost in his infancy, and

making his mark among the members of the amateur dramatic clubs, he

was warmly encouraged to give up the mercantile profession and devote

himself to the stage. This course he adopted about the year 185 J, and

for over thirty years he has held one of the first places in the particular

role of the profession he selected. In pieces requiring a judicious blend-

ing of pathos, with side-splitting mirth, J. L. Toole has no equal on the

English stage.

Is'ever stooping to -vulgarity, and ever adding to his " repertoire,'' he

is always sure of an ovation in any city he visits, either at home, the

United States, or any of the English-speaking colonies.

Francis O'Toole (second son of Brian, killed at the battle of the Boyne),

was justice of quorum, and M.P. for Wicklow. We have his descendants

in and about Rathdrum and Aughrim. The late Yery Eeverend Canon
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Laurence* O'Toole, of Eathangan, County "Wexford, was a descendant of

this family.

Luke, the eldest son of Brian, on his return home from Limerick,

found himself in no better plight than his two brothers. He man-ied

in the County Wexford, settling down there at a place called Fairfield,

and died in 1750.

He had two sons, Laurence and "William. The latter was founder

of the house at Eddermine, which was lately sold to Sir James Power, in

whose family it still is. The descendants of William settled in Curracloe,

County Wexford, where they still are, much respected. The present

family are Protestants, through means of a mixed maraiage.

The eldest son of Luke O'Toole, of Fairfield and Buckstown, County

Wexford, who was born in 1722, and died in 1750, was an officer in the

Irish Brigade in the service of France. He married—first, Eliza Masterson,

and after her death, EHza Talbot, of Castle Talbot, County Wexford, sister

of Margaret Talbot, wife of the Count de Clonard. Laurence had by the

second wife a large family of eight sons and six daughters, viz., Count

John O'Toole, colonel in the French army and Chevalier de St. Louis.

He was considered the handsomest man in France, before the Eevolution.

He married Lady Catherine Annesley, and died about 1823, leaving a son,

called after himself, who married Miss Hall, of HoUybush, Derbyshire,

England, an heiress, by whom he had a son, Lorenzo, who succeeded to

his mother's fortune of £20,500 a-year, but lost the faith and name, and

is now known as Lorenzo Hall, Esq., J.P., HoUybush, Derbyshire.

The second son of Laurence was Luke O'Toole ; he was captain in

the Irish Brigade, and Chevalier de St. Louis. He was guillotined in

1793, and his young daughter, totally bereft of all protection, perished

miserably in the dungeons of Paris.

The third son of Laurence was also captain of a troop of French, in

the East Indian Presiaency. He established himself at the "He de Re-

union," where his descendants Live, forming the French branch of the

name, and second in seniority.

* And tlie late Eev. Dr. O'Toole, who died a few years ago in Abingdon, England.
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Edward O'Toole, fourth son of Lam-ence, -was an officer in the

English navy, and fought at the battle of Antilles, in the fleet of Ad-

miral Eodney, in 1782.

William O'Toole, fifth son of Laurence, was a general in the

French army, and Xnight of St. Louis. After serving in the Irish Bri-

gade, he continued in the service of the French Eepublic, and was Lieu-

tenant-Colonel in the 92nd Regiment (formerly Walsh's), in the expedition

to St. Domingo, in 1792-3. Later on, he became Brigadier-General, and

commanded a body of 400 determined men, who set out in February,

1797, in the frigate " Resistance,'' to make a descent upon the coast of

Wales, in conjunction with, and as part of the plan, of General Hoehe's

invasion of Ireland, which took place in the previous year (1796), and

failed.

O'Toole landed at Fishguards, but, after a single battle, was forced

to capitulate. This expedition, at first sight, seemed to have been sense-

less ; but it must be remembered that this was about the time when the

sailors of the English fleet at Spithead and Sheerness rebelled against their

officers ; and besides this, an O'Toole never required too positive an assu-

rance of success, provided it afforded him an opportunity of striking a

blow against the enemy of his country and creed. General Humbert

landed at Zillala about the same time (or rather a little after), also with a

handful of men, and penetrated almost to the centre of Ireland.

Matthew O'Toole, the sixth son of Laurence, was also an officer in

the Irish Brigade, and Chevalier de St. Louis. He went into the

service of England at the time of the French Revolution, and served in

India as an officer in the Hompech Hussars, in the pay of England.

His son, Matthew O'Toole, was captain in the 82nd Regiment.

Bryan O'Toole, the seventh son of Laurence, was likewise an officer

in the Irish Brigade ; he went into the service of England during the

French Revolution, where he attained to the grade of lieutenant-colonel.

He afterwards entered the service of Portugal, in which he was colonel

of a regiment. He returned to Ireland in 1814, decorated with many
military honours, and died in 1825.
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Andrew, the eighth son of Laurence, was, like his brothers, an officer

in the Irish Brigade. He joined the army of the prince, and died of the

effects of fatigue, consequent upon the severe toil and privation during

the service.

Of Laurence's daughters, three of them, at least, lived and died at

Fairfield, beloved and respected by all who knew them. One, named
Maria, married Mr. Talbot of Castle Talbot, county Wexford, by whom
she had Maria Theresa Talbot, who became the last Catholic Countess of

Shrewsbury by marriage with the Earl, and who, to show her love for St.

Laurence O'Toole, presented in the year 1856, a beautiful gold chalice,

studded with diamonds, and a set of cruets, also gold, to the Cathedral

Church, Marlborough Street, Dublin, on the Feast of St. Laurence. She

had two daughters, Maria Talbot, and Gwendolen Talbot ; the former

married Prince de Eoma, and the other married another Roman noble,

namely, Prince Borghese, by which she became Princess Borghese de

Eoma.

136. Laurence O'Toole, the second of the name in this branch of the

family, was also a captain in the Irish Brigade, and governed the He de

Bourbon. He married Francois Similier de Xerdier, by whom he had

Eugene O'Toole, an officer in the Irish Brigade, who was killed at the

battle of Mayence, 1793.

137. Edward O'Toole, the second son, died young, in 1782; he was
an Irish captain of the militia of the He de Bourbon ; also

Mary O'Toole, Madame Du Manoir, grandmother of Madame Bergese,

who was the mother of Comtesse de Berthier and Madame Marguerite

Berges.

137. Laurent O'Toole de Leinster was second son of Laurence, and

succeeded him, and established the family in the Ilede Bourbon. He married

Henrietta Bedier, and had by her two sons and three daughters; Edward
O'Toole de Leinster, who was Commissaire de Marine ; he married Amelia

Longlard, and had by her Edward O'Toole, an officer in the marine, who
perished in a storm, while lieutenant of the " Messenger Nossby," a

ship belonging to his uncle, Joseph O'Toole. This vessel, while going
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from the He de Maurice to Eeunion, was assailed by a dreadful tempest,
on the 20th February, 1863. The young O'Toole, full of energy and
chivalrous courage, flew to the helm, which was very hard to steer,

saying that if anyone should perish, it was right that he should, rather
than another. Presently a violent rush of the waves, sweeping the
deck, tore him from his post, together with two of the crew. The three

victims disappeared without any possibility of aid or rescue. Eight days
before he had saved the crew of the ship " Bosaile," who were in danger
of being the prey of the monster fish which frequent those seas.

He left after him an only brother, Camillus O'Toole, who with his

mother and sister reside in Bordeaux, and still represent this branch of

the Clan O'Toole.

The three daughters of Laurent O'Toole de Leinster, were Eosange
O'Toole (Madame Bidier), Laure O'Toole (Madame Laurate), and Leone
O'Toole (Madame du Manoir), being married to gentlemen of these

137. Laurent O'Toole de Leinster, his second son, succeeded his

father, and was President of the Chamber de Commerce in the He de
Bourbon. He married Julia Bedier, and had by her two sons and three
daughters, namely—Thomas, the eldest, who married Maria Buhen, whose
family now represent the Bourbon branch.

First daughter, Henrietta O'Toole, or Madame Duville; second
daughter, Kelly O'Toole, or Comtesse Xelly-Farrell, whose husband has
written a history of this branch of the Clan, from which we have copied
largely ; third daughter, Josephine O'Toole.

The second son was William O'Toole, and the Abbe O'Toole, who
was chaplain to a convent of French nuns in 1814, was also of this branch.

Having now given an account of the French branch of the Clan who
sought and won renown on many a well-fought field on the Continent of

Europe, it only remains for us to sketch lightly the fortunes of those

who remained at home, and who bore the brunt of the religious and
other persecutions, inflicted on them by the heartless and relentless horde
who overran their homes and country, and not content with robbing them
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of their estates, endeavoured by the basest cruelty to deprive them of

their faith also.

But notwithstanding all, we still find the members of the Castlekevin

branch of the clan well to the front in the portions of the country they

settled on; poor they are, it is true, in the goods of this world, as com-

pared with the splendid opulence of former days, but rich in the preser-

vation of the faith of their fathers, rich in the associations of the spirit and
bravery of their ancestors, and rich in the hopes of the enjoyment of an

eternal reward, promised to faithful and devoted servants.

In an earlier portion of this work, we find the numerical results of

an Inquisition taken in 1766 by orders of the Irish House of Lords to

the Protestant Parish Rectors, who were anxious to learn if Popery were
yet stnmped out ; or were it likely to ever be.

The will of Francis 0' Toole of Ballinacor, dated 1786, and that of

Edmond O'Toole, Ballymanus, dated 1701, with several others are to be

had in the P.P.O.

The present Hugh or Feagh O'Toole of Tomdarragh, Castlekevin,

Anamoe, Cahir (Charles) O'Toole of Main-street, Bray, and Phelim
O'Toole, Ardyne, belong to this branch ; whilst [N'icholas of Athgraney,

Nicholas of Hacketstown, Thomas of Camew, John of Eathangan,
Nicholas and Laurence of Danesfort, also Charles, John, and Charles

O'Toole of Aughavannagh, belong to the Imayle branch ; but Andrew of

Knockadreet, Charles of Trudder, Patrick of Coolaflake, Rathdrum,
Thomas of Ballinaraona, John of Ballyvalentine, Eathdrum, also John of

Ballycumber, John of Ballynas, Garret of Aghowl, and Edward of Bally

-

nem, Richard O'Toole of Dublin, and Luke O'Toole, seedsman, Dublin,

Captains Laurence and Nicholas O'Toole, of Cork, besides many others in

America and far-off Australia, belong to this branch.*

*TVc find on a tombstone in Glendalouch craveyard, anent one Luke O'Toole of

this branch :
" Here lieth the body of Luke O'Toole, of Anamoe. He departed this life

the 3rd Aucrnst, 1 79.3, aped 63 years. This stone \ras erected by his wife Mary. He was

a friend to the unprotected, a father to the orphan. Eis door -was ever open to the poor.

His widow, ilary, died, June 3rd, 1811. R.LP.''
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We shall wind up our liistory of this branch with Mrs. Hall's

account of them in her beautiful and interesting work on the " Scenery

and Description of Ireland,'' published in 1842. In describing Glenda-

lough, the Seven Churches, the country of the O'Tooles, she writes :

—

" The Church of Ehefert, or, as it is usually called, 'The Sepulchre

of the Kings,' in which lie interred generations of the O'Tooles, to whose

history we have referred elsewhere, is perhaps the most striking and in-

teresting of the ancient remains, although time has left barely enough of

it to indicate the extent of its consecrated ground. It stands south of the

glen that separates the two lakes, and bears token of very remote an-

tiquity; the interior is thronged with briars and underwood, that in

many instances conceal completely the graves of which it is full." She

proceeds—"The sept of the O'Tooles, notwithstanding the attempts to

extirpate them, are not even now extinct.

" In our early youth it was our lot to be acquainted with one of them,

one of the immediate representatives of the ' brave but intractable sept.'

We used to anticipate his visits as one of the greatest treats we could

enjoy. His presence was princely, but not austere; his tall, slight figure,

silver-mounted hunting-horn and fowling-piece, his noble horse and perfect

dogs, bespoke the gentleman ; but when his head was uncovered, and his

long silvery hair flowing over hisshirt collar, and you observed the extra-

ordinary brilliancy of his eyes, and the exquisite proportion of his features,

you could not fail to inquire who he was, and to pay involuntary homage

to manly beauty and polished demeanour.

"His very dog was courtly. 'Bran' had the credit of being a

genuine Irish wolf-dog, and was certainly the only animal we ever saw

that answered the description of the noble breed; and most sagacious.

He was, indeed, a noble animal and a courtly brute, for he would never

precede a lady when entering a room. His master would not, under any

circumstances, endure to be styled Mr. O'Toole, holding ' Mr.' as an un-

worthy designation, but would be called ' O'Toole,' simply.

" Meeting Lord Arne (with whom he was intimate), he said to him,

after bowing, ' O'Toole salutes Arne.' But, though proud in points of
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etiquette, he was the humblest of the humble to the poor. He would

watch at the bedside of a sick dependant, and enter with exquisite feelings

into the sorrows which he loved to alleviate. As long as a coin remained

in his pocket, no one ever solicited his aid in vain, and his family would

often have to restrain his liberality by lessening the contents of his purse,

whilst he remained unconscious of the friendly robbery. His peculiarities

were many, but none of them evil.

" It is impossible to imagine a love more chivalrous or devoted than

he cherished for his native land. His acquaintance with foreign lands had

increased his affection for his own, and it was no uncommon thing to hint

at something disparaging to Ireland for the purpose of raising O'Toole's

energies. Then, indeed, his eyes would flash, his fine musical voice

acquire new tones from the intensity of his feelings ; even Bran would

rouse him from his lair, and place his head upon the table, looking with

inquiring eyes into his face. With him Ireland was the Alpha and Omega
of the world. Her history, real or imaginary, formed his political creed.

He woiild assure you that no Chinese tea was equal to that which could

be made from an infusion of the sloe and a few leaves of bog myrtle. His

shirt buttons were of Irish diamonds, set in pure Wicklow gold. Fond,

like all gentlemen of the old regime, of jewels, he wore none that were

not Irish. His snuff-box, of Wicklow pebbles, was set with Irish pearls;

his fingers glittered with Irish amethysts ; the chimney-pieces in his house

were of Irish marble ; everything about him was of Irish manufacture,

and his hunting-coat of Lincoln green was grown, shorn, dyed, and made
upon his own estate.

" When we doubted the truth of any statement—hinting, for instance,

that he had been misinformed—he would promise ocular demonstration,

start at break of day with his faithful servant, who always carried the

results of his master's geological explorations (no Light weight either),

and return to the breakfast-table, eager to prove that what you beUeved

to be yellow clay was gold dust. Upon this one point the mind of our

friend was astray, and upon that it was dangerous to contradict him. He
would brew the most noxious decoctions, and swallow them with a gout,
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because they were made from Irish herbs. He had his gooseberry and

currant vintage, and always declared that the word 'nectar' signified

'poteen.' Eegardless of the state of the weather, he might have been

often seen, preceded by his dogs, followed by his trusty squire, wading

through bogs, in hopes of securing some new Irish specimen of root or

flower, to bear out his theory that everything necessary for life, wealth,

and the happiness and adornment of man, was to be found in Ireland. The
very corn-birds he asserted to be the same as the ortolans of Italy.

" One of our childish delights was to climb to his knee (and a good,

long climb it was), and in the grey, dim twilight, coax him to repeat

Ossian, or some real old Irish ballads. His memory was wonderful, and

he would go to as much trouble to please a wayward child as if an audience

waited on his words. Nothing could exceed the beauty and style of his

reading. It was only on one subject that his intellect wandered ; on

every other it was lively and clear and overflowing. It seems to us,

after the lapse of somany years, a privilege to have known such a man, the

chief of such a race.

" Long, long ago, the grass was green upon his grave, and people say,

when they look upon it, 'There are no such men now.' He was, like

Bayard, 'sans peur, sans reproche.' Little did the kindly, excellent, and

venerable gentleman imagine, when talking to us of old Ireland, as we sat

on his knee, that he was planting the seeds for a future harvest. Still less

did he fancy that it would be, in after times, our pleasant duty to revive,

for respect and afiection, the memory of another of the race of O'Toole.

'Ex uno disce omnes.'
''
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THE IMAYLE BRANCH
OF THE

CLAN O'TOOLE.

We DOW proceed to the Imayle branch, so known from its famous glen.

This was the ancient inheritance of Tirlogh McShane O'Toole, who was
slain in a fierce war in the time of Edward VI. (1547) by Pierce Talbot.

These estates fell to the unscrupulous Sir Thomas Chichester.

We here append an incident of the marauding propensities of the

English garrison, as it bears particularly on this portion of the Imayle

territory to which the O'Tooles had to retreat when the clouds of fortune

lowered gloomily on their house and nation.

A contemporary writer tells us that, in 1572

—

" On the 17th May, Captains Hungerford, Geo. Wingfield, and Lieut.

Parker, with Mr. Agarde, after burning sixteen towns, hamlets, &c,, in

Shillelagh, with spoils of cattle and prisoners, not counting the slain,

made an incursion into the Glen of Imayle. They killed a foster-brother of

James Eustace, Patrick Tallon, and his brother DaA^id, whose heads were

sent to the lord keeper. Another young fellow was run into and dispatched

after a chase of three miles, and much spoil was taken, and after a few

hours' repose, the soldiers went round Lugnacuillagh to Aughavannagh, to

spoil the MacEughs. Eeagh MacHugh was absent. The inhabitants of
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five cabins vreve slain—four or five kerns, and t^vo foster-brothers of Feagh
MacHugli. A woman was taken away, and Captain George met a party of

the Tallons, one of whom was killed, and the others stripped naked and put
into a bog. On the morning of the 22ud they slew many churls, women
and childi'en, and brought away thirty kine and sheep and other spoil, and
killed five hundred cattle."—See State Papers, also quoted in Fronde's
" History of England."

What has been recorded of the Clan O'Toole's property here is, with
their own particular facts and local surroundings, equally true of the other

parts of Ireland, where the people refused to own the right of Queen
Elizabeth to be their guide in the management of their spiritual afEairs,

or that of her minions, the grantees, to have anything to do with their

mundane interests. Hence the whole land was in the hands of the con-

querors. The gentlest and noblest of her sons were reduced to the position

of tillers of the land that a short time since owned them as lords, as

expressed by the poet :

—

" Soon shall thy sons—the time is just at hand

—

Be all made captives in theii- native land

;

A^Tien for the use of no Hibernian born

Shall rise one blade of grass, nor ear of com

;

When shells and leather shall for money pass
;

When thy oppressive laws afford the brass

;

But all turn leasers to the mongrel breed

Who from thee sprung, yet on thy vitals feed."

In the reign of James I. the lord of Imayle furnished to a military

muster twenty-four horsemen and eighty kerns.

Patent liulls, James I.—Grant to Sir Thomas Chichester, knight, of

the lands of Tirlogh McShane O'Toole, Imael, attainted.

Patent Ilolls, oth 3-car of James I.—Grant from the Eng to Sir

Thomas Chichester, knight, Dublin, now Wicklow.

"Onecarew in Cooleshamore, rent ,£12; in Ivilouriffe, otherwise

Kilashe, 30 acres arable, rent £1 10s. ; in Garrickvorle, otherwise Garrick

37
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ille Ulliglit, 20 acres arable aud 12 acres pasture and wood, rent £1"; in

Castle Sallagli, 40 acres arable, pasture and undei-wood, rent £1 lOs.

;

in a to'^'n, sometime pasture and underwood, Ballymacleddy, and now
called Talbotstown, two carewes with all other lands, tenements and
hereditaments, in Talbotstown aforesaid, rent £3 6s. 8d., all in the

crown, as well by the attainder of Terence, otherwise Tirlogh McShane
O'Toole.''

" Also in Talbotstown in Omally (Imayle), 300 acres arable, 200

acres pasture, and 400 acres wood and underwood ; in Borghill, 200

acres arable, 400 acres pasture, and 200 acres in wood, rent £1 6s. 8d.

;

in Kittageen, in Omally (Imayle), 80 acres arable, 120 acres pasture, rent

13s. 4d. ; in Butlerswood, 100 acres arable, 200 acres pasture, and 400

acres wood, rent 15s. 8d. ; in Little CouUeshaugh (now Kelshabeg), in

Omallie (Imayle), 20 acres arable, 40 acres pasture, 60 acres wood, rent

6s. 8d. ; in Carrickrorke in Omalley (Imayle), 80 acres arable, 200 acres

pasture and 100 acres wood, rent 13s. 4d. ; in Newtown in Omalley

(Imayle), 80 acres arable, and 200 acres pasture, and 30 acres wood, rent

13s. 4d. ; in Culirstown, in Omalley (Imayle), 40 acres arable, 60 acres

pasture and wood, rent 10s. 6d. ; in DoM'nings in Omalley (Imayle), 200

acres arable, 100 acres pasture, and 100 acres wood, rent £1 7s. 6d. ; in

Spinans, in Omalley (Imayle), 40 acres arable, 400 pasture, and 100 wood,

rent 15s. ; in Zilmartm in Omalley (Imayle), 100 acres arable, rent 15s.

;

inWolfsden in Omalley (Imayle), 40 acres arable, 120 acres pasture, and

30 acres wood, rent 10s.; in Donaghmore in Omalley, 40 acres arable,

40 acres pasture, rent 10s. ; in Knight's Castle, Castleruddery, in Omalley

(Imayle), 100 acres arable, 300 acres pasture, and 30 acres wood, rent 15s.

in Holbockstown, in Omalley (Imayle), 100 acres arable, 300 acres pasture,

and 30 acres wood, rent 15s. ; in Ediston in Omalley (Imalye), 20 acres

arable, 40 acres pasture, and 100 acres wood, rent 6s. Sd, ; in Kilraught,

800 acres arable, 200 acres pasture and wood, rent 13s. 4d. ; in Brittas

and Omalley, 100 acres arable, 200 acres pasture and wood, rent 15s.;

iu Knockadern in Omalley (Imayle), 40 acres arable, 100 acres pasture and

wood, rent lOs. 6d. ; in Knocknarigan in Omalley (Imayle), 80 acres arable
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and 80 acres pasture, rent 15s. ; in Ballidill, in Omalley (Imayle), 30 acres

arable, 200 acres pasture, and 100 acres wood, rent 8s. ; in Kilkedan in

Omalley (Imavle), 20 acres arable and 80 acres pasture, rent 13s. 4d.,

and all these townlands and tenements, villages and hamlets, of Twoer-

beg, Ballybirisclay, and Bally 'Toole, rent £l8.

"All titles, allowages, stipends of curates, knigbts' fees, wards, trees,

mines and minerals, etc., excepted, formerly the possessions of Tirlogh

M'Shane O'Toole. Total rent, £26 18s. Od. Irish, to hold for 21 years,

in consideration of his good services, and for his discovery of the king's

title and right to the premises, and for a fine of five marks.

20th day of March, V. of James I, 1609."

Patent EolU " Wicklow.—Half of the town and lands of Borehill,

James I. J containing 100 acres arable, 200 acres pasture, 100 acres

wood, and 100 acres underwood, parcel of the estate of Shane M'Feagh

O'Toole, attainted, to Sir John Singe, knight, assignee to Captain George

Blundell."

Doubtless, the zeal of Sir Thomas Chichester, in making this and

other discoveries connected with the estates of theO'Tooles, was naturally

and effectively stimulated by the knowledge, that upon the consequences

of his research depended his own aggrandizement. " The more I discover,"

he may well have said, " the more I shall possess." "Where could be

found a stronger incentive than this ; and we make no doubt that Sir

Thomas faithfully worked to preserve the interests of his royal master,

more particularly when these interests were so fortunately dove-tailed with

his own.

We must bear in mind, that in this latter case the cause of the

attainder brought against the O'Tooles was purely on account of a reli-

gions question, namely, because they joined Lord Baltinglass, driven into

rebellion with the Earl of Desmond, rather than that they would acknow-

ledge Elizabeth as head of the Church, and deny the Pope's supremacy :

hence they and their children sufiered, because they were "Paiiists" in

the true and real sense of that word.

But in the case of Tirlogh McShane O'Toule, whose property
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Chichester had got, it ^vas somewhat difierent. He had been attainted

and outlawed during an earlier period on account of a battle he had with

the English, under General Talbot, in which he was slain, about 1547

;

so that his grandchildren should not have been punished for his act. !No

doubt, they were not quiescent in the great Catholic war of 1580,

and had a hand in the discomfiture of Lord Grey and the English at the

battle of Glenmalure ; but, on the one principle, whether they fought for

their faith or their fatherland, cither was ground good enough for the

Inquisitionists to deprive them of all their earthly possessions.

Sir Thomas Chichester does not appear to have retained these lands

very long. The cause of his giving them up is not recorded in the State

papers of the time, but we think it is quite safe to draw the inference that

he did not find it very easy to cause the O'Tooles to look upon him in the

light of their landlord ; more likely were they to view him in the more

truthful aspect, as a robbing intruder, and treated him accordingly.

Anyway, we find that, in the twentieth year of James's reign, one John

AVickombe got a re-grant of these same lands, with some more added to

them.

Patent EoUs, 20th of James I.
—"Grant of the manor of Talbotstown,

and all the castles and messuages in the towns and fields, lands and tene-

ments, rents and services of Little Bu-chall, Great Birchall, Eitagen,

Ballyhubbock, Fedencoile, Newtown. Carrickbrock, Butlerswood, Little

Celcaghe, Buolybeg, The Downings, The Spinaus, Ballenlounerie, Donagh-

raore, Daviestown, Coolcmadder, Bryanmalstown, Knockanaragan, Little

Brittas, Great Brittas, Eilranalagli, Edestown, Wolfdeu, Ivilniine, Clouna-

seskin, Calverstown, Ballydille, Monneduffc, Drumdillen, and Cranerin,

in Imaile, formerly Tirlagh McShanc 0' Toole's country, attainted, to hold

to the said John "Wickombe, his heii's and assigns, for ever."

Ah 1 "for ever," even in its temporal sense, is a long time ! Three

hundred years have not since passed over, and yet there is not a Wickombe

to be found within the confines of Imayle, and we would venture to say

that the oldest resident of the glen never heard of a Wickombe owning

property or living there.
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Here we may mention another of Queen Elizabeth's heroes, Sir Ilenry

Ffolliott, who got larjre grants of land from the king for the action he took

against " the nefarious traitor, the Earl of Tyrone, as against the Spanish

enemies of the kingdom, and reducing the rebels in the 0' Byrnes' and

O'Tooles' country, for which he receiA-ed the title of Lord Ffolliott."

Thus we see that the lands of the valley of Iraayle, between granting

and re-granting, were well estranged from their legitimate owners. We
owe to these inquisitions, confiscations, and royal grants, the first estab-

lishment in Ireland of what has been, from that day to this, the curse of

the nation—landlordism.

Only that the subject is too solemn, and that it involves issues of

such vital and paramount importance to the occupying class, it would

amuse one to hear of all those high-flown maxims of the "rights of pro-

perty," "lineal descent," "vested interests," and "Encumbered Estates

Court Title," put forward on behalf of the landlord class in Ireland. But

when we come to bring the matter down to the fine point of plain, unvar-

nished truth, we find the strength of their claims solely lies in the fact

that, a few centuries ago, the ancestors of those present occupiers were

deprived of their lands and properties for the enrichment of the syco-

phantic, hungry adventurers who hung about the courts of Elizabeth and

James, or their Irish deputies, or who, later on, followed in the tram of

the marauding and bloodthii-sty Cromwell.

We here give another Inquisition relative to the Imayle branch of

the Clan.

OraciXAL,

" Brea,

''lbi\i Fchruarij, IGIO.

"Ferdorogh McCahir, nup de

Brittas in Cartrcford, seis fuit in

dnco sus ut de food de -^ part, ct

tefi, in vil et campus de Brittas pd

—sic seis ide, Ferdorogh 2 0th

March, 1582, unacu Jac Eustace

Translation".

"Brea, \C)i\\ Fehmavn, IGIO.

"Ferdorogh McCahir (O'Toole),

late of Brittas, in the Glen Imayle,

Co. Wicklow, held in fee the domain

comprised in -^ part of the tene-

ments and lands of the town of

Brittas aforesaid.

"The same Fcrdonogh thus pos-
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nup Vice CoiTi, de Baltinglass, et

divers at uequissimis pditof ajiud

Brittas, pd intravit in rebellion ct

guerra publiea lev avit vers nup
Eegin-Eliz. in cade rebellion inter-

fect, fuit 10 Oct., ail regni diet

Regin 23 post transit diet Vice-Com
de Baltinglass ex Eegne Hibnie.

"Murougb McMelaghlin de Brit-

tas, pd seis fuit et de feod, de f vil,

et ter de Brittas Fedancsile, little

Xewtown, Downinge, Kilranelaghe,

and little Brittas, qu sibi descende-

bat, a pre sui Melagblin MeShane,

sic inde seis obut, post egus morte

pmiss descendebat nepot et beredit

6U0 Melagblin McGerrald, fit et bef

diet Morogb MelagbHn, sic quid-

quide, Melagblin McGerrald, Mc
Morogb in pmiss, intravit et fuit

inde seis ut de feod et sic inde seis

existen ide Melagblin McGerrald
attinct fuit de alta pdicoii . . Shane

McPbelim de Coulowney in Co. pd

seis fuit ut de feod, de ^ o!n tef et

teii in CouleTvoney et Knockaderrig

in Co. pd et sic seis obut et post

morte ejus, Donogb McSbane, fit et

bef diet Shane McPhelim intravit in

pibiss et de eisde seiS existen ide

Donogb McShane unacu Feagb Mc
Hugh et divers at nequissimis pditor

apued Covlewony ^d 1 Mali en regni

sessed, on the 20th March, 1580,

joined James Eustace, late Viscount

Baltinglass, and divers others, most

wicked rebels at Brittas aforesaid,

entered into rebellion and levied

public war against the late

Queen Elizabeth, and in the same
rebellion, vas slain lOtb Octo-

i

ber, in the twenty-third year of the
'

reign of the aforesaid queen, Sub-

sequently, the said Viscount Baltin-

glass left the kingdom of Ireland.

"Murogb McMelaghlin (O'Toole),

of Brittas aforesaid, was possessed

in fieof of f of the village and lands

of Brittas, Fedancoile, Little New-
town, Downing, EiLranelagh, and
Little Brittas, which descended to

bim from bis predecessor, Melagblin

McShane, who died in possession,

and after whose death these posses-

sions descended to bis nephew, Me-
lagblin McGerrald (O'Toole), son

and heir of Gerald McMorrogb, son

and heir of said McMorrogb Mc
Melagblin (O'Toole). This same
Melagblin McGerrald McMuri-ogh

O'Toole, entered ujjon and was in

possession of these premises, and the

said Melagblin McGerrald lived in

possession of same until be was

attainted of high treason.

Shane McPbelim (O'Toole), of
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nup Regin 35 intravit in rebelliou

et guerra levavit vers, diet nup

Eegiii et interfect, fuit 20 Jun, aii

pd apud Cowlewoney pd.

Cowlowney in aforesaid county, was

seized in fee of ^ of all the lands

and tenements in Cowlowney and

Knockadeny, in aforesaid county,

and died in possession, and after his

death Donogh McSbane, son and heir

of said Shane McPhelim, entered

into and retained possession of same.

The said Donogh McShane, joined

Feagh MacHugh (O'Byrne), and

divers others most wicked rebels at

Cowlowney, aforesaid, on the 1st

May, in the 35th year of the reign

of the late queen, and entered into

rebellion and levied war- against the

said late queen, and was slain on

the 20th June, in the year aforesaid

at Cowlowney aforesaid."

This Brittas in Imayle, mentioned in the foregoing inquisition, is the

place said by some to have been the birth-place of (Lorcan) St. Laurence

O'Toole; other traditions point to it as the place to which the wicked

Dermod MacMurroiigh exiled him, when he took him from his father as

a hostage. There is a large park, surrounded by very large old trees,

into which his nurse is said to have often climbed, wistfully turning her

eyes towards Kildare and Glendalough, cryiug out in piteous tones to

bring her back her "daltha " (foster-child). This park is called to this

day St. Laurence O'Toole's park, so that there is something in the old

tradition.

In treating of the Imayle branch of the O'Toole family, wo may here

record for the benefit of our readers an incident that took place relative

to one of the members of this branch, when as far back as a.d. 1333

Murragh FitzNicholas O'Toole was killed when leaving the parliament
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which assembled in the great hall of the Carmelite Monastery,

(T\^hitefriar Street), Dublin.

It is recorded as follows in the Carew State Papers :

—

" Also the Earl Wormon and divers of the nobility assembled at Dub-
linge, at the house of the Carmelites (Whitefriar Street,) on the 11th day of

June, A.D. 1333. The said parliament in their going from the said Friars,'

suddenly was killed by chance. Morish FitzXicholas O'Toole, for which

suddenly changed all the nobility, seeing the strangenes thereof, fearing

treason, was stricken with fear and trouble, did also straightly command
that great search should be made—how and by whom the said fact was

committed whose name they did not know."

This O'Toole could hardly have been a member of this parliament,

for on all those occasions when any of them were summoned to parliament,

they for occult reasons declined, rather trusting to the virtue of their

persuasive powers, with good swords in hand, amid their native glens,

than to endanger their lives and liberties within the walls of Dublin, and

their visits to that city were generally more in the light of occupants of

its dungeon keep, than joining in the council chamber or wassail board,

except on those occasions when they were able to swoop down on the

Saxon burghers, and make reprisals for some outrage committed on them-

He was either a spectator in the parliament house, or came there for

the purpose of ascertaining if anything was astir, that might be detrimental

to the interests of his clan, and when found out was ruthlessly assassinated

by some Englishmen, who could not abide his name or nationality. From
this it would appear that it was as dangerous for an O'Toole to enter the

city of Dublin in those days, as it would be for a Catholic Missionary to

be found in China or Thibet in our own days.

The name Nicholas is continued in that branch of the clan down to

the present day. From inter-marriages with the Geraldines the name
Gerald or Garret was introduced; hence the frequency of the name in the

inquisitions, and its continuance among the O'Toolos of this branch down
to our own times.
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We resume the Inquisitions with one taken ut

"Beea, 15 February^ IGIO.

" Shane McFeagh O'Toole, de

Castleradry, in Co. Wieklow, seis

fuit ut de feod de vit et ter de Castle-

rudry et medietat vit de Birdkilmore,

in Co. pd et infra tenitor' de Imaile

sic seis entravit in rebellion ut supra

et obiit 31 Aug. an regni diet Eegin

23 in eade rebellion, existen [ ]

Duffe de Donogbmore, in Co. pd

seis fuit ut defend de ^ part vit

et tef de Donoghraore pd ct sic seis

obiit [ ] Mac Teege ejus fil

et her' intravit in p''miss et de eisde

seis' fuit ut de feod obiit et pmiss'

descendebat Thad at Teige Mac
Tui'lough qui intra^-it in rebellion

et interfect fuit ult die Jut an regui

diet Eegin, 41 oea p'raiss ter et

teii pd jacent infra territor" de Imaile

in Co. pd et tenent" de Ke nunc sed

p qui svic' jur' penitus ignor. I\a-

conattincher' et interfeccon' in rebel-

lion pd p sonar' diet' pmiss' Eegi'

forisfact' sunt.

Teaxslatiox.

"Brea, Ibth February, IGIO.

" (Bindou, near Castledermot and

AthT.)

"Shane McFeagh O'Toole, of

Castleruddery, in Co. Wicklow, was

seized in fee of the town and land of

Castleruddery, and half of the vil-

lage of Bord-Kilmore, in Co. afore-

said, and within the territory of

Imayle. Being thus in possession,

he entered into rebellion, as above,

and died 31 August, in the 23rd

year of the reign of the said queen,

during the same rebellion, [ ]
DufEe, of Donogbmore, in county

aforesaid, was seized in fee of ^ part

of the A'illage and land of Donogb-
more aforesaid, and died thus pos-

sessed. [ ] MacTeige, his son

and heir, entered upon, and died iu

possession of same, and the premises

descended to Thad, or Teige, Mc
Turlough, who went into rebellion,

"

and was slain on the last day of July

in the 41st year of the reign of the said queen. All tlie premises, lands,

and tenements aforesaid lie within the territor}- of Imayle, in the aforesaid

county, and are now held from the king, but by what right of service is

entirely unknown. By the attainder and death in rebellion of said per-

son, said premises are made forfeit to the king.
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We have a record of the obit of Shane 0' Toole, who resided at

Castleruddery, and of that of his son, Edmond, whose son, Shane O'Toole,

was slain in an attack made upon his clan by Gerald, ninth Earl of Xildare

(1516). As was usual in those cases, he decapitated Shane, and sent his

head as a present to John Rochford, Mayor of Dublin, who gave but one

crusadoe to the messenger, for at that time coin was scarce in the country.

The son of Shane was Feagh, who was father of Shane 0' Toole of Castle-

ruddery. In 1526 he married the niece of the aforesaid Earl of Kildare,

and daughter of Sir James Fitzgerald of Leixlip, who was executed 2nd
February, 1535.

This Shane O'Toole died peaceably in his bed, a.d. 1571, a luxury that

few of his predecessors, or, indeed, his successors, were permitted to enjoy.

The family of the Clan O'Toole no longer live in Castleruddery, but

they have held on on its outskirts, in a place called Oldmill, or INewtown,

where two or three families of the name, descendants of Shane O'Toole of

Castleruddery, are to be found, cultivating the lands their forefathers

owned, and having no share in their rightful patrimony but the proud

memories of the former grandeur and prowess of their ancestors.

This Castleruddery was one of tha oldest castles of the clan, being

nearest to "Ui Murredagh," the seat of the chief up to the time of the

English invasion. It was generally occupied bj' knights, who guarded

the entrance into the Glen Imayle, hence the name, Castle-ruddeiy

(Knight's Castle). Of the old castle itself there is little left but the

foundations, and few of the inhabitants know anything of its former his-

tiiry, thanks to a paternal (":') government, from whose miscalled system of

National Education all such items of Irish history are excluded, and the

imparting of any such particulars to the youth ot the country strictly pro-

hibited and tabooed. In the words of one of the jjiu-est of Erin's gifted

sons :

—

"Peaceful it stands, the mighty pile,

By many a heart's blood once defended !

And silent now the cloister'd aisle,

"Where rang the sounds of banquet splendid !
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Age holds its undivided state

"Where youth and beauty ouce were cherished

;

Aud leverets pass the wardless gate,

Where heroes once essayed and perished !"

—

Gerald Griffin.

It was to this castle, after a battle fought between the O'Tooles and

the English in 1396, iu which the former were victorious, that six score

of English heads were brought to The 0' Toole, and spiked on its gates, as

a warning to the Saxon, and in retaliation for a like act of theirs, when,

after the battle of Tallaght, in 1317, where the English gained the day,

four hundred of the O'Tooles' heads were brought to Dublin Castle, and

spiked on its gates. Keprisals were then the spirit of the age, and the

memories of the O'Tooles were as long as their swords were sharp, when-

ever the tide of war turned in their favour.

This will be the last of the Inquisitions with which we shall trouble

our readers relative to the Imayle branch :

—

" Car. I., Eegis.

''imhAjml, 1G29.

" Cahir O'Toole seis fuit in dnico

sus et de food de vit de Ballehub-

boch, iu Co. Wicklow, contifi p
estimacon JO mes et 200 acr' ter'

hamlet seve' pcell tef vocat Ballin-

trowre, eontin' 100 acr' medietat'

vil' ct tef de Bohevel-Kilmore in

Co. pd continen' 4 mes' et GO acr'

mediet' vil' de Donoghmore eontin'

2 mis et 40 acr' de vil et ter' de

Moneskeboll contifi 10 acr' ter' et

1 vetus molendiu' aquatic, vit et

ter' de Enockinaregan, eontin 3

mes' et 40 acr' et vil et tef de Eosse-

Teanslation.

" First of King Charles.

" April lOth, 1629.

"Cahir O'Toole was seized in fee

of his lordship of the village of Balle-

hubbock, in Co. Wicklow, containing

by estimate 10 messuages and 200

acres, land and hamlet; separate

parcels of the land, called Ballin-

tro'wi'e, containing 1 00 acres ; a

moiety of the village and land of

Bohcra-Eilmore, in aforesaid county,

containing 4 messuages and GO acres

;

a moiety of the village of Donogh-

more, containing 2 messuages and
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dyduffc, Boolcnbarny, et Eahyn al'

Balierahin, contiil G mcs' ct C acr'

qu oia jaeent in territor de Imaile,

in Co. pd et nup fuer in Co. Dub.
sic inde seis existen' ide' Cahir p
fact' girefi, dat' 20 August, 1591,

concessit oia pmiss' pd Edm. Eustace

nup de Elverdsto-nn, in Co. Dublin,

defunct Eic Eustace, fil et her'

diet Edm. et Wil Eustace, nup de

Do-vrdinstown, in diet' Co. Dublin

et bered' suis, ad us' in intencofi

diet' fact' specificat, cujusquide in-

tencon tenei^ sequit' in orig' virtute

cujus pd Edm' Eic et Wil' fuer de

pmiss' seis' in dnico' suo ut de feod'

ad pd us.

" Sic seis existen' pd Edm' et TVil'

obier' et pd Eic eos supvixit virtute

cujus ide Eic fuit de pmiss' seis in

dnico' suo sic indc ad eosde us' seis'

existen pd Cahir obiit, intestat 10

March, 1G22, Dermott O'Toole, ejus

fir ct her fuit etat tempore mortis

I)ris sui 40 anuu' ct maritat' 3 June,

1(12G, ide Dermott obiit Cahir

O'Toole est ejus fil' et her' et pd
Cahir fuit etat 13 annor' tempore

mortis diet' Dermott, et non maritat

[ ] fuit rex' dixt' Dermott et

mode vivit. pmiss' p"* tempore diet,

alienacon tenebanf de nizp' Eegin'

Eliz ct tempore mortis diet' Cahir

40 acres ; of the village and lauds of

MorieskeboU, containing 10 acres of

land and one old water mill ; of the

village and lauds of Knockaneringan,

containing 3 messuages and 40 acres;

and of the village and lands of Eosse-

dydufie, Boolenbamy, and Eahyn,

otherwise Balierahin, containing G

messuages and G acres ; aU of which

lie in the territoiy of Imayle, in

county aforesaid, and were lately in

the County Dublin. Then, being

thus seized, the same Cahu-, by deed

bearing date 20 August, 1591, made

over all these premises aforesaid to

Edm. Eustace, late of Elverstown,

in County Dublin, deceased; Eic.

Eustace, son and heir of said Edm.;

and Wil. Eustace, late of Elverds-

town, in said County of Dublin, and

their heii's, to the interests specified

and intended in said deed, in what-

soever intention and tenor set forth

in original ; by virtue of which afore-

said, Edm., Eic, and Wil. were

seized in fee of his lordship of the

premises to their use aforesaid. Thus

remaining possessed, aforesaid Edm.

and Wil. died, and the aforesaid

Eic. survived them, by virtue of

which the aforesaid Eic. was seized

of his lordship of the premises. Thus,

from that time he continued pos-
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tenebaDf de nu^y Ee Jac' et tempore sessed after them of the interests

mortis diet Dermott tenebant' de Ee aforesaid. Cahir died intestate the

nunc sed p qu seic juir ignuf." 10 March, 1622. Dermott O'Toole,

his son and heir, was, at the time of

his father's death, 40 years old, and married. Dermott died the 3rd June,

1626. Cahir O'Toole is his son and heir, and the aforesaid Cahir was 13

years of age at the time of the death of said Dermott, and not married.

i ] was wife of said Dermott, and is now living. The premises afore-

said, at the time of said alienation, were held of the late Queen Elizabeth,

and at the time of his death the said Cahir held of the late King James,

and from the time of his death the said Dermott held, and now holds,

of the present king, but by what right of service is unknown."

[Note.—Ballyhubbock, Donoughmore, and the whole of Glen Imayle

have been, since the time of Cromwell, colonised by Fentons, Jacksons,

"Wilsons, and Plants, &c. So well planted and transplanted has it been

with foundlings and followers of the Cromwellians and Williamites, that

very few of the old blood have been allowed to remain there.]

We will not weary the patience of our readers by recording any more

of the iniquitous inquisitions of this "Commission to Inquire into Defect-

tive Titles," as Zing James was pleased to designate them. They soon

found out, in Leinster alone, 385,000 acres as "discovered,'' inasmuch as

the titles were not such as ought (in theii- judgment) to stand for a

moment ia the way of his most gracious majesty's benevolent (?) designs.

"We could hardly trust ourselves to write our thoughts as to the

working of this commission, but Ave give the opinion of Leland, the his-

torian, as of infinitely more Avoight. He writes of thcui :

—

" There were not wanting proofs of the most iniquitous practices, of

hardened cruelties, of vile perjuries, and scandalous subornations, em-

ployed to despoil the unfortunate proprietor of his inheritance."

Old and obsolete claims, some of them dating as far back as the time

of ITcury the Second, were renewed ; advantage was taken of the most
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tririal flaws and the most minute informalities, in order to discover some

excuse that might be, even in ever so slight a degree, formed into a pretext

for the issue of their quasi-legal deed of Inquisition.

Nor is it to he wondered at that, to bolster up proceedings of such

more than very questionable character, the tenets of morality were not

strictly adhered to by the commissioners, the inquisitors, and escheators.

From the very nature of their instructions, and from their knowledge of

the ultimate objects of their king in appointing them, it would be expect-

ing too much from interested servile creatures of the crown, did they act

otherwise. Hence, we find them equally adepts at the " suggestio falsi,"

as at the " suppressio veri;" this latter mode was the one carried out in

the above inquisition, where they say that Cahir O'Toole died intestate,

whilst de facto there was his will, proved and sealed, deposited, and

registered in the archives of their Court of Probate ; but not suiting their

purposes, they thought better to ignore it altogether.

"We will produce it here as an evidence of their palpable dishonesty,

and also as a matter of literary curiosity, as from its age and quaintness

of style it may interest the reader. It is the oldest at present in the

Archives of the Eecord Office, from which we have obtained a certified

copy. The alterations, interlineations, spelling, &c., are observed in copy-

ing, just as they are in the original ;
—

" PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE OF IRELAND.

CERTIFIED COPY OF

A RECORD [X THE PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE OF IRELAND, ENTITLED

TVILL OF Kahere O'Toole, 1622.

"Diocese of Dublin.

" In dei nomen. Amen. That I Kahere O'Toole of Ballyhoboke,

in the Countie of Wicklowe gent., beinge sicke of body God be praised

;

sounde and pfecte of witte and meniorie doe make this me last wille and

testament • in maiiere and forme followinge vidzt first I bequete me
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soule to God Allmightie and me body to be buried in the pishe churclie

of Donnoghe-.rore this 13 of March 1622.

"Item—I bequete that my sonne Hughe Toole shall have the halfe of

Bordchill More, in the county of TVicklowe painge me sonne Dermott
O'toole t' stgz yerly in equall portions corante mony of and in einglande,

and if so be that the aforesaide Hugh die -vnthout ishue lawfully begot-

tene of his ouno body, that the above land named shalbe delivered quetly

to the eldeste sonn borne of his trie brudtherene and frome him to the

seconde, and from him to the thirde, and if them foure will die withoute

heires lawefully begottenu of there body that me sonn Dermott shall

inioie the above named land quetly to himself, and heires executors or

a sing.

"Item—me will is that me toe doughtors shall have trie shore 1 sf foi

ther preferrment, and that to be devided equally betwixte them bothe.

and if they will not be payed accordinge me will that they shall have the

land called Ferann a Coullen and the mill and the halfe of Donnoghemore,

and that me sonn Dermott o'toole shall sett this land to tenants and turn

it to the best profite he cane to there use untill suche time as they shalbe

paiede of the triskore pounds mentioned before, and the rents of thoase

lands and mill to be in there possession uotill the rent make upe the some
of mony before named.

" Item.—I bequetly that me sonn Dermott o toolc is to have his choyese

place to dwell cithere in Ballyhobokc or Eostiduffe and that me mariede

wifie shall dwell in the othere house.

" Item.—me weiffe is to have the theirde parte of all the proffitte of

me lande duringe her oune liffe and at her deathe time that here trie

yongest sonnes or eithere of them shall be her heirs, and she is to have

me plowe and the crappe with the coues sheepe and shuyene and housell

stuffe, exeptid only harpe and tables.

"Item.—me will is that me sonn Hughe shall dwell in the Bordchell

more, and delivere the possession of Dorioghe more to me sonn Dermott
toolo when he calls for it.

"Item.—mc will is that the xx' st' that is duely ordered unto me



uTG insTORY OF THK CLAX o'toole [a.D. 1g30.

upone Dermott o toole m' Phelime reaghe o toole that this some of mony
shalbe delivered to me sonn Dermott or to his heirs executors or

assingnes. (Signed) Cahiere OToole.

"Probata' fuit testm supscriptu' xxx^Aug lG22, coram veil 1' viro w""

Bulkly in artibs iiiro surragato &;c comisag' fuit et est Admistraco

honor' dc def" secund tabulas testamentar'Margerie Bime ats Toole relicte

dc def' Xecnon Joh' Toole, Coole Toole et Brian Toole filijis iualibS

et Itirais Dei def'' hent p liirio tres menses et p computo quandocug psona

dc Coole Toole jurat."

"I certify that the foregoing is a time and authentic copy, made pur-

suant to the Statute 30 & 3l Vie. c. 70.

"(Signed), "W. M. Hekxesst,

Certifying Officer under the Act,

" 10th August, 1883." 39 & 40 Yic. Cap. 58."

Dermott O'TooIe, no doubt, died intestate in 162G, and his son Cahir,

vre are told, -was made a Chancery wardin 1G29, under the guardianship of

Sir Edward "Wingfield, who appears to have assumed a hereditary right,

not only over the lands, but also over the bodies of the O'Tooles, This

protecting care in the case of Chancery wards, also extended to the wel-

fare of their souls, as all wards were to be brought up in the tenets of

the Protestant religion. Cahir himself very naturally considered that he

should have a voice in such an important arrangement, and from what we
learn of him afterwards, we find that his views were strongly and very

positively dissentient.

We find him again mentioned among those Catholics whose lands

were confiscated, and given away among rhe needy roundheads of Crom-

well's army, and subsequently, when James II. came to the thi'one, he

sent in his claim to be reinstated in the patrimony of his fathers. When
the clouds of adversity gathered over the head of that unfortunate king,

Cahii- O'Toole espoused his cause, and joined the royal army, and he it

was who, while serving as an "exempt'' of the royal guards, at the

memorable battle of the Bovne, shot llarshal Schomberg while in the
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act of crossing the river. These were, indeed, malpractices on the part

of a well-regulated ward of Chancery, and were more likely to earn for

Cahir the bitter hatred of the English party, than to merit for his quon-

dam guardian. Sir Edward Wingfield, any encomiums for the principles

with which his ward was supposed to have been indoctrinated.

Amongst the persons indicted for high treason in the King's Bench in

the Easter Term in the reign of Charles I., a.d. 1642, are mentioned the

following members of the Clan O'Toole :

—

" O'Toole, of Eathdangan, Gent. ; O'Toole, Coole,* of Ballycullen,

Gent.; O'Toole, Charles,t Co. Wicklow, Esq.; O'Toole, Cahir,* of Eosty-

duffe, Gent.; O'Toole, John, of Donoghmore, Gent. ; O'Toole, Brian,* of

Ballycullen, Gent. ; O'Toole, Mui-tha McHugh, Carrogh Brittas, and of

Fedencoile, Gent."—State Papers.

After the defeat of the Irish in the wars of the Confederation, and

when the whole of the land was overridden and laid waste by the merciless

troopers of Cromwell, we may rest assured that the services of members of

the Clan O'Toole, who serred in conjunction with Owen Eoe O'Xeill at

Benburb and other fields of fame, would be remembered by Oliver, when

he proceeded to divide theii- lands among his soldiers, and the Glen

Imayle territories, as well as the rest, shared in the general partition.

Kow went finally whatever lands were remaining to the O'Tooles.

The mystery is, how there was anything at all in their possession, after

all the royal grants, re-grants, confiscations, forfeitures, inquisitions, and

outlawries, that were issued against them fi'om the days of Ilenry the

Second to those of Cromwell.

On next page we give a copy from the Book of Forfeitures, Confisca-

tions, and Grants, kept by Cromwell's secretaries, and the following items

relative to the O'Tooles of Imayle. We observe the same style in the

original, to be found in the Public Eecord Office, Dublin.

* "Were the three sons of Cahir O'Toole, of Ballyhuhhock, who died in 1 622, and -whose

names appear in his will.

t This Charles O'Toole, Esq., -was the son of Dermott O'Toole, son of Cahir O'Toole, of

Ballyhuhhock. His name appears fi-equently on the next page.

38
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The Charles O'Toole whose name so often appears in the above for-

feitures, is no other than yonng Cahir O'Toole, grandson of Cahir O'Toole

of Ballyhubboek, whose will we have given to our readers. No doubt,

when ia maturer years he found himself face to face with the foreign foe

at the Boyne, the memories of those robberies of Cromwell that made him

homeless and landless in the territories of his forefathers, in the Glen of

Imayle, nerved his arm, and lent accuracy to his aim, when he shot down

General Schomberg in that battle.* Laudable as the act may be, viewed from

Cahir 0' Toole's standpoint, it was not likely to further the interests of

himself and clan with William Prince of Orange, and went to confirm the

spoliation of his clan and kinsmen, and to turn the O'Tooles of Imayle, from

that day to this, from being lords of the soil, into the tillers thereof, en-

deavouring to exist by farming, and their honest endeavours in that

direction being constantly frustrated by rapacious, rackrenting landlords,

driving the flower of each succeeding generation across the ocean, to pro-

cure a livelihood, denied them in their native land.

After the defeat of James at the Boyne, Cahir must have lost all hopes

of regaining his estates in Imayle, and of his after fate we are in ignorance

;

whether he may have fallen in battle at the Boyne, like his kinsman,

Brian O'Toole of Castlekevin, or, with hundreds of his compatriots, he may

have left with Sarsfield, after the siege of Limerick, to shed lustre on his

name and nation in the ranks of the Irish Brigade on many a foreign field.

He was the last of his race who held in fee the lands of Tmayle. He
left after him other members of the family, who, after the violation of the

Treaty of Limerick, retired still further into the mountains, and managed

to eke out an existence as farmers, under the new landholders.

One branch of this family retired into Aughavannagh, south-east of

Lugnacuillagh, where their descendants are to be found to the present day,

preserving the hereditary name amongst them of Cahir, or Charles, O'Toole.

Another branch settled in the lands of Xclshamore and Kelshabeg,

between Keadeen and Elranalagh mountains, where their descendants are

* See Battle of the Boyne for the account ofthiF, according to Lord Fingall,
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still living, decent and industrious farmers, not\ntlistanding the many per-

secutions they have suffered since the days of Cahir O'Toole of Ballyhub-

bock, 1622.

The ruins of Coole O'Toole's castle is still shown under Zeadeen,

near Ballytoole, where he was banished to from Ballintruer by Cromwell,

and his castle at Ballintruer is almost razed to the ground, the remains of

which are there still, and a very curious fact in connection with it is, that

its present owner happens to be an O'Toole, who lives not in the castle, but

roams the mighty ocean as a sailor, and is not known in the country.

After the wars of 1641-52, the O'Tooles of Brittas were driven into the

bogs on the other side of Lugnaquilla, where they settled down in a place

called Eillamote, near Eathdangan, where their descendants are still to be

found, retaining the old names, the old faith, and the patriotism of their

fathers. One of this family. Captain Nicholas O'Toole, won laurels by his

bravery and courage as a soldier in the Irish Brigade in Spain, whilst

another shed lustre on his Chui-ch and honour on his house as a priest in

the cruel times of persecution, when, with a reward on his head, and the

bloodhounds on his trail, he visited his flock disguised as a pedlar. At
the bottom of his pack were hidden his sacred vestments and all things

necessary for the celebration of the Divine Mysteries where and whenever

he got the opportunity. In this way he kept the Lamp of Faith burning

amongst his kinsfolk and countrymen, instructed theii' childi-en, and

administered the consolations of their holy religion to the sick and dying,

and prepared them for a happy eternity.

Old people of the Glen Imayle not long dead have told the writer that

their fathers remembered in their young days having assisted at the Mid-

night Christmas Mass in the old Abbey Church on Kilranalagh Hill,

celebrated by the holy priest, Father O'Toole. There is an old MS.
book in the possession of the O'Tooles of Kilamoate in which there is a list of

his vestments, clothes, and books written in Irish by his own hand. It

was the property of Nicholas, son of Garret O'Toole, of Cris-na-Coole,

witli whom he used to stop whenever he could, and who was
probably his brother; it is dated a.d. 1685. His father, Murrough O'Toole,
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of Brittas, vas outlawed by Crora-svcll and £-300 put on liis head. He
took refuge in the n'oods of Coilte-na-Cluna (the wood of treachery).

Tradition says a blackbird pulled the hair off his head as he was asleep

when his enemy was coming on him, in order to awaken him and make
his escape, but all to no use, as he was caught, and tried for high treason

in Dublin and condemned to be hanged; but his death sentence was com-

muted to transportation to the Bermuda Islands to be sold as a slave, as is

stated by the Commonwealth State Papers in Marsh's Library, Dublin. How
many of his family and sept were sent with him we know not, but from

the same State Papers we know that thousands of his countrymen and

women were banished at the same time, and to the same place, and sold as

slaves to the sugar planters. However, some of his children remained, and

escaped the slaughter of the Cromwellians, since we find his sons, ^Nicholas

'Toole, of Cross-na-Coole, and Laurence, who escaped to the continent,

entered coUege, and in course of time returned home an ordained priest to

keep the faith alive amongst his native glens and break the bread of life

to his persecuted clansmen, amidst the greatest difficulties and dangers of

lif(^ and property to himself and all those who harboured him, on account

of the penal laws, then carried out with great severity and cruelty. The

following is a list of Father O'Toole's books, altar furniture, and sacred

vessels, as found in an old account-book belonging to his brother, N"icholas

O'Toole, of Cross-na-Coole, written by his own hand in the year 1692 :

—

" 3 girdles with knots, 1 silver chalice, 2 silver pixes, 1 altar-stone,

2 altar towels, 1 bound with Flanders' lace, 3 corporals, 3 purificaters,

3 or 4 veils, 2 antependiums (one painted calico the other silk), a Mass

Book, an alb, 2 amices, 1 pall, a bell, 3 oil-boxes, 2 rituals, 2 stoles

(one white, with red ribbon, the other black). I sent Father Davie Byrne,

1 oil-box, 1 small crucifix of brass, and one other crucifix. All these

I lent him with my vestments. All my books that belonged to Father

Maurice Breen, I lent to Father Mathew Cullen, and an English book

of controversy he is to deliver to me on demand.

""Witness my hand this the 21st April, 1692.

" Latjrexce O'Toole,"
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The following incident lias been recorded by a very old man, John

Kean, long since dead, anent another member of this family, a priest, too,

a nephew to Father Laurence O'Toole.

"About this time (1710) one James O'Toole, son of Garret of Oris-

na-Coole,* was sent out to the Continent to be educated for the priesthood,

and while a student in one of the colleges there, a war breaking out be-

tween England and France, he was compelled to enter the French army

as a captain. After a heavy battle, in which the English were worsted,

he found an English gentleman lying amongst the dead and wounded,

nearly dead from his wounds and exhaustion. He took him up, had him

attended to, and brought to his own tent, where, by great care, he re-

covered, and was allowed to return to England. He was most grateful to

his benefactor and saver of his life, and promised O'Toole that if ever he

should return to Ireland, to call on him on his way home, and he would

not forget liis kindness. The war ended. O'Toole returned to his college,

and in due course was ordained priest, and started for Ireland to adminis-

ter the consolations of religion to his persecuted countrymen, and, if needs

be, die a martyr in the cause, like many others who went before. On his

way home he remembered the invitation he had from the English wounded

officer, whose life he saved on the battlefield, and he resolved to fulfil his

promise and pay him a visit on his way home. He turned out to be the

Earl Fitzwilliam, who received him with the greatest friendship and grati-

tude, entertained him most hospitably, and insisted on introducing him to

the king, George I., who, after having heard FitzwilHam's narrative of

the battlefield event, and the kindness of O'Toole in saving his life, told

O'Toole to ask him for any favour he wished for, and he would grant it

to him. Father O'Toole replied that the principal thing he wished for

was leave to say Mass publicly, and fulfil the other duties of his sacred

ministry. The king at once granted this request anywhere within his

dominions. On Father O'Toole's return home, the Earl Fitzwilliam

* Cris-na-Coole (Cross of Coole O'Toole), -wliich was placed over the place where he

was slain by the English soldiers, 1596, a custom in Ireland in those days.
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granted him the fee-simple of the old abbey of the Franciscans in "Wick-

\ow, which still remains in the possession of the parish priest of that

to\rn. He -was afterwards appointed P.P. of Saggart, Co. Dublin. Having

opened a church there, one Sunday morning, to his great surprise, he, on

his arrival to say Mass, found his people outside the church, and the

church doors locked and bolted against them by a neighbouring J.P., who

doubted his authority, and resolved to test the matter with him. He had

an altar erected outside, and said Mass for the people, and then went back

to his lodgings and dressed himself in his regimentals, which he wore

during the French wars. He got a blacksmith with a sledge-hammer,

and ordered him to walk before the horse on which he was mounted, till

he came to the magistrate's house. The servants, seeing him coming, fled

by the back door, and left no one to open the door for him. When he

came to the hall-door, and not getting any answer to his knock, he ordered

the blacksmith to break open the door with his sledge-hammer, and every

door, till he came to the bedroom of the magistrate, and not finding him

there, he broke open the closet of his bedroom, where he found him nearly

dead with fright. Father O'Toole returned, opened the chapel again, and

continued to celebrate ]\Iass there, and administer the sacraments of the

Church, till his death.

" I, John Kean, have the above fi-om my father, a trustworthy man,

who had it from my grandfather, who was son of Anne O'Toole, who was

the sister of the said Father James O'Toole. He is buried under a black-

thorn bush in Saggart chapel-yard. I was brought to sec the place when

a boy. I am now (18G6) 72 years of age."

The Percys, said to be scions of the house of Northumberland, got

estates in Imayle, and Colonel Percy lived in Seskin, where his residence

exists, in ruins. Another member of the family built the castle of Snug-

borough in 1695, in a most sequestered part of the glen. It is now ruined

and desolate. Trmity College, also, was enriched by a conside:-able portion

of ancient Imayle, about Spinans, Ballintruer and Kilranalagh.

Eobert Stewart, a descendant, it is said, of Colonel George Stewart,

governor of Culmore Fort, in Deny, died at Castlcruddery Park iu July,
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1721. He left t-wo daughters; one maiTied William Hoej, of Dangans-
town, Co. "Wicklow.

The Stewarts and the Percj's are extinct in Imayle. Their property

was purchased by the Right Revd. Robert Howard, Protestant Bishop of

Elphin, ancestor of the Earl of Wicklow.
Another Protestant bishop, Right Rev. Francis Hutchinson, of Down

and Connor, purchased the southern portion of the glen. His son was
Francis, Bishop of Killaloe, whose son, Francis Hutchinson, of Castle

SaUagh, was created a Baronet of Ireland in 1782.

The park of Castleruddeiy still presents some traces of its former

splendour in the remains of terraced gardens, artificial lakes, &c., &c.

In BaUintruer are the remains of an old mansion of the period of the

first Charles, of a remarkably good style of " Renaissance " architecture.

Higher up on the hillside are the ruins of another old castle, also be-

longing to the O'Tooles, and about which some legends are told of a

slaughter earned on there almost like to that of Mullaghmast. This is

said to have happened in the time of Cromwell, according to the account of

James O'Toole, of Kilshabeg (not long since dead). Those of them that

escaped the massacre were driven across the hill into the mountains.

Another O'Toole was hanged for snaring and killing a hare on his own
lands later on.

"The name of O'Toole, or Toole" (for they were compelled to drop the
'0' after Cromwell's time, and so dispirited and ground down had they

become by centuries of restrictions and injustice, that it has been only

from the middle of the present century that, generally, the ' ' has been

resumed) "is still to be found in Imayle," says Father Sheannan, "and
they are reputed to be the lineal representatives of the old race in Imayle.

Though but small farmers, they preserve traces of ' gentle blood.' They

retain the old family names, and are highly respected and reverenced by

the ordinary country folk."

The O'Tooles of Newtown descend from Shane O'Toole, Castleruddery;

the O'Tooles of Kelshabeg descend from Coole Baccagh O'Toole, of BaUin-

truer; and the O'Tooles of Rathdangan descend from Murrough, or
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Murtha, of Brittas; -n-hilst the O'Tooles of AugliayaDua descend from

Cahir, of Ballyhiibbock, as their Christian names indicate ; but all, as well

as the Powerscourt, Castlekevin. and Oraey branches, descend from the

same old stock, imbued with the same love of faith and fatherland, the

same love of justice and highmindeducss, never stooping to servility, or to

do a disgraceful act, but having the same noble and martial spirit of their

fathers, as the following will exemplify :

So late as the last war between the French and Germans, the clan

has been honoured by the exploits and valour of one of its members, as

recorded in the public papers of the time.

"An Irishman, named O'Toole, who had been in Metz from the

commencement of the siege, made his escape through the Prussian ranks

on the 21st ultimo (June, 1870). He took part in all the sorties, and

fought with heroic bravery.

" Hearing of the impending capitulation of the city, he resolved to

brave all dangers, rather than give his parole of honour not to fight again

for France. He fought his way out, and is now on his way to Toui-s."

—

(See London Standard, November, 1870.)

The present (Christmas, 1887) Lord Mayor of Dublin, who is now

one of "Balfour's Criminals," undergoing imprisonment in TuUamore

Jail, the patriotic and gifted T. D. Sullivan, has composed the following

poem in honour of this hero, and of his bold and daring deed :

—

TE BRAVE O'TOOLE.

{Air, "Luffffclear. ^^)

" Well done, O'Toole ! in bygone ages,

Your kingly sires were warriors true.

Their deeds still shine in history's pages,

Bright stars that all the world may view.

'Twas hard to rout and hard to bind them,

No dangers could their courage cool.

And now their sons, where'er you find them,

Are heroes still—well done, O'Toole I
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" The hills of "Wicklow know yoxir story

;

In every valley, pass, and plain

Some relics of their olden glory,

Some memories of their sway, remain.

The stranger came, strong, proud, and riant,

Far o'er the land he spread his rule,

But long he found erect, defiant,

Tour gallant clan—march on, 0' Toole I

" And you of France, a brave defender,

Eenew their briUiant fame to-day

;

Eejecting terms of base surrender,

Through hosts of foes you cut your way.

Eight on you march, while cannons rattle

—

A hero of the good old school

—

To seek fresh scenes of glorious battle,

And fight in front—well done, O'Toole !

" Well done ! The dear old country gazes,

To-day, with loving eyes on you

;

And no one thinks to stint your praises

Your noble deeds have made your due.

Through aU the land they're spoken proudly,

And from Ovoca to Glasthule

Full many an echo answers loudly

The shouted word—Well done, O'Toole I"

— Green Leaves.



CENTENARY
or

ST. LAUEENCE O'TOOLE,
A.D. 1880.

It having occurred to the writer of these pages that, as the celebration

of the centenaries of great men had become so frequent in modern days,

and specially remembering with what pomp and splendour, as well as

universal enthusiasm, the centenary of the great O'Connell was celebrated

a few years since, it would not be well to allow the seventh centenary of

the illustrious, patriotic, and sainted Irishman, Saint Laurence O'Toole, to

pass unnoticed, at least by his own clansmen, and, having called on a few

of the Clan O'Toole, who all appeared equally anxious to celebrate the

centenary of their glorious patron, in accordance with theii- wishes, a

preliminary meeting of the clan was caUed for the evening of the Feast of

St. Laurence, 14th Kovember, 1877, in the reception-room of the Carmelite

Convent, Aungier Street, Dublin, at which the following members of the

clan attended :

—

Denis O'Toole, Esq., Merchant, South King Street.

Cornelius O'Toole, Esq.. Wine Merchant, Summer Hill and Gardiner

Street.

Michael O'Toole, Esq., Factor, Spitalfields.

Anthony O'Toole, Esq., Manager, Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford
Eailway, Bray, County Wicklow.

Timothy O'Toole, Esq., Spitalfields.

Laurence O'Toole, Esq., Great Britain Street.

And several other members of the clan, amongst them the Eev. P. L.



588 HISTORY OF THE CLAN o'tOOLE [^.1). 1880.

O'Toole, O.C.C , -who was moved to the chair by Cornelius O'Toolc, Esq.,

seconded by Michael O'Toole, Esq.

The object of the meeting having been briefly explained by the

chairman, and thoroughly discussed by those present, it was proposed by
Denis O'Toole, Esq., seconded by Cornelius O'Toole, Esq., and unani-

mously resolved

—

" That the Clan O'Toole, with the permission of his Eminence the

Cardinal-Archbishop of Dublin (the worthy successor of Saint

Laurence) celebrate the seventh centenary of their illustrious,

patriotic, and sainted Patron, which will occur on the 14 th

November, 1880, in a becoming manner."

Several letters appeared subsequently in the Nation and other

papers, which we would give if our space permitted, so that the reader

might better appreciate the anxiety manifested, and the earnest desire

which prevailed amongst the public in general, and the Clan O'Toole in

particular, to see the centenary of their illustrious compatriot and clans-

man celebrated with suitable pomp and magnificence ; but, as everyone

was depending on somebody else to come forward as leader, and stiU no

leader appearing, the matter lay in abeyance for a considerable time, till

at length some of the members of the Clan O'Toole called a meeting to

consult among themselves as to what course of action was advisable tinder

the circumstances. The following invitation was accordingly issued to the

principal members of the Clan O'Toole, and other representative members
of the old Irish families, to be held in St. Xevin's Hall, of the Catholic

Union, Camden Street :

—

"seventh centenary of saint LAURENCE o'TOOLE.

"Dear Sir,

"You are hereby invited to attend a meeting of representative and

influential citizens, to be held in St. Kevin's Hall, Catholic Union, Camden
Street, on next Monday evening, at half-past seven o'clock, to take into

consideration the most cfiectual means of carrying out a dignified and
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suitable celebration of the seventh centenary of the illustrious, patriotic,

and saintly L-ishman, St. Laurence O'Toole, which -will take place on the

14th November next.

" Yours truly,

"Laueence OToole,

^^Honorary Secretary

y

To this meeting the following members of the Clan O'Toole received

invitations :

—

Rev. Mathew O'Toole, O.C.C, Terenure College, Dublin.

Kev. Laurence O'Toole, Boston, Mass., U.S.A.

Rev. P. L. O'Toole, O.C.C, Whitefriar Street, Dublin.

Very Eev. Canon Laurence O'Toole, St. Winifred's, Manchester.

Very Rev. Arthur O'Toole, P.P., Armagh.

Very Eev. Daniel O'Toole, P.P., Armagh.

Denis O'Toole, Esq., St. Louis, Mo., U.S.A.

John O'Toole, Esq., Imayle.

Mr. Patrick O'Toole, Francis Street.

John O'Toole, Esq., Wexford Street.

J. L. O'Toole, Esq., London.

Mr. Thomas O'Toole, 38 Richmond Street.

Mr. Michael O'Toole, Spitalfields.

Mr. Timothy O'Toole, Spitalfields.

Mr. Patrick O'Toole, Bray, Co. Wicklow.

Richard OToole, Esq., Dorset Street.

J. Tuohill, Esq., 3 Hendrick Lane.

J. Tuohill, Esq., No. 3 College Terrace, Clonliffe.

Garret O'Toole, Esq., Rathdangan, Co. Wicklow.

Mr. O'Toole, TuUow, Co. Carlow.

Mr. O'Toole, Athy, Co. Kildare.

Mr. O'Toole, Bandon, Co. Cork.

Mr. O'Toole, GlencuUcn, Co. Dublin.

Mr. Charles O'Toole, Glenasmule, Co. Dublin.
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Rev. Mr. O'Toole, American College, Rome.

Mr. Phelim O'Toole, St. Louis, Mo., U.S.A.

Mr. O'Toole, Roscrea, Co. Galway.

Mr. O'Toole, Galway.

Mr. O'Toole, Kingstown, Co. Dublin.

Mr. O'Toole, Waterford.

Mr. O'Toole, Enniscorthy.

Mr. O'Toole, Kilkenny.

Mr. O'Toole, Carlow.

Mr. Hugh O'Toole, Tamdarragh, Annamore.

Mr. Jeremiah O'Toole, Aughrim, Co. "Wicklow.

Mr. Thomas O'Toole, Eelshabeg, Baltinglass, Co. Wicklow.

Mr. James O'Toole, do. do. do.

Mr. Timothy O'Toole, Killalish, do. do.

Mr. John O'Toole, Slieverue, Ballymore-Eustace.

Mr. Anthony O'Toole, Grosvenor House, Bray, do.

Mr. Thomas O'Toole, Carnew, do.

Mr. Phelim O'Toole, Ardoyne, Coolkenna, do.

Mr. Isicholas O'Toole, Eathingraney, Coolkenna, do.

Mr. John O'Toole, Toolesto-vm, Dunlavin, do,

Mr. George O'Toole, Ballyreagh, Enniskerry, do.

Mr. Edward O'Toole, Zillegar, do. do.

Mr. John O'Toole, Ballynagh, do. do.

Mr. John O'Toole (senr.), Ballynagh, do. do.

Mr. Pk. O'Toole, Ballinard, Knockanarigan, Donard, Co. "Wicklow.

Mr. John O'Toole, Camera, Knockanarigan, Donard, Co. Wicklow.

Mr. James O'Toole, Whitestown, do. do.

Mr. George O'Toole, Baltinglass, do.

Mr. Andrew O'Toole, Knockadreet, Kilcool, do.

Mr. Charles O'Toole, Ti udder, Delgany, do.

Mr. John O'Toole, Itathdangan, do.

Mr. Kicholas O'Toole, Danesfort, Rathdangan, do.

Mr. Charles O'Toole, Mulnacranna, do. do.
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Mr. Laurence 'Toole, Danesfort, do. do.

Mr. Patrick O'Toole, Aughavanna do. do.

Mr. John O'Toole, do. do. do.

Mr. Charles O'Toole, do. do. do.

Mr. John O'Toole, Knockanooker, do. do.

Mr. Patrick O'Toole, Coolaflake, Eathdrum, do.

Mr. Thomas O'Toole, Ballinamona, Eedcross, do.

Mr. John O'Toole, Ballinavally, Valentine, Eedcross, do.

Mr. Luke O'Toole, Ballycomber South, Tinahely, do.

Mr. Michael O'Toole, Boleyba-wn, do. do.

Mr. John O'Toole, Boleynass, do. do.

Mr. Garret O'Toole, Aghowle, do. do.

Mr. Edward O'Toole, Ballynerrin, do,

Mr. Garret O'Toole, Eathdangan, do.

Mr. "William O'Toole, Curracloe, Co. "Wexford.

Count John O'Toole, Isle de Bourbon, France.

Mr. O'Toole, Raheny, Co. Dublin.

Mr. Denis O'Toole, Hacketstown, Co, Carlow,

Mr. Thomas O'Toole, 22 Usher's Island, City.

C. OToole, Esq., 137 Summer Hill, do.

Mr. O'Toole, 7 Great Brunswick Street, do.

John O'Toole, Esq., 25 Haddington Eoad, do.

Kevin O'Toole, Esq., 3 Lombard Street, do.

Michael O'Toole, Esq., 36 Summer HiU, do.

Mr. P. O'Toole, 1 Dawson Street, do.

Thomas O'Toole, Esq., 16 George's Quay, do.

O'Toole, Esq., 22 D'Olier Street,
'

do.

Mr. F. O'Toole, 22 Townsend Street, do.

H. O'Toole, Esq., 2 Harcourt Place, do.

Mr. O'Toole, 14 Summer Hill Parade, do.

Mr. James O'Toole, 61 Bolton Street, do.

Mr. Martin O'Toole, -58 Great Brunswick Street, City.

Luke O'Toole, Esq., 3 Elm Grove, Eanelagh.
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These and other members of the Clan O'Toole were not only invited

to this meeting, but also to take part in a grand demonstration in celebra-

tion of the seventh centenary of our illustrious, patriotic, and sainted

patron ; but a notification being received from his Grace the Archbishop

of Dublin, that, owing to the disturbed and distressed state of the times,

he did not consider it prudent or advisable to have a public and secular

demonstration, and that a purely religious celebration would be more

judicious, and more suitable to the time, the Clan O'Toole, which has ever

been conspicuous for its love and obedience to the holy Catholic Church,

its unswerving devotion to which caused the forfeiture and sacrifice of its

lands and worldly goods, submitted, however reluctantly, yet without

hesitation, to the ad-^dce and counsel of the successor of Saint Laurence.

The Clan O'Toole resolved to leave the whole matter 'in the hands of his

Grace, and to join with him in celebrating the centenary with all the

solemn splendour and gorgeous magnificence of the Ritual of the holy

Catholic Church. His grace issued invitations to all the archbishops and

bishops of Ireland to join with hira, in his Cathedral, in celebrating the

centenary of Saint Laurence O'Toole, the patron of his diocese. He also

issued the following pastoral letter to his clergy and laity of the dioceses

to join with him iu the celebration of a " Triduum," or Three Days' De-

votion, in honour of the saint. The Pope also gave his special benediction

and indulgence to all those who would go through the devotions.

A Novena was got up and published by one of the Clan O'Toole, so

that nothing was left undone to make the celebration as great a success as

the circumstances of the time would permit.

The following is the Pastoral of his Eminence the Cardinal-Archbishop

of Dublin and Glendalough :

—

"4 EuTLAXD Square, E., Dublin,
'' iih November, 1880.

" Yeey Eev. dear Fathers,

"On Sunday, the 14th instant, we will celebrate the seventh centenary

of one of the patrons of this diocese, the illustrious St. Laurence O'Toole,

formerly Archbishop of Dublin. To thank the Almighty for the singular
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benefits which He has conferred on this diocese, and on our country at

large, by the ministry of his great servant, we have appointed a Triduum,

to commence on Simday, the 14th, and to continue on Monday and Tues-

day, the 15th and 16th. There will be Pontifical High Mass, commencing

at 12 o'clock, in our Pro-Cathedral, on Sunday. To attest their veneration

for the memory of our holy patron, nearly all the bishops at present in

Ireland will be present on the occasion. The venerable Chapter of the

Diocese will also attend, and the learned Bishop of Ossory has kindly

promised to preach the panegyric of the saint. On Monday and Tuesday

the High Mass will commence in the Pro-Catbedral at 11 o'clock.

" Where it can be conveniently carried out, we would desire to see

the Triduum observed in all the parish churches of the diocese, and where

the celebration can be held, we give leave for Benediction of the Most

Holy Sacrament on each of the three days, after last Mass.

"Through the kindness of the venerable Eector of the Irish College

at Home, we have received the blessing of the Holy Father on the ap-

proaching celebration; and to testify his approval, his Holiness has

granted an indulgence of seven years to the faithful each time they will

assist at the Triduum, and also a plenary indulgence to those who will

receive Holy Communion either on the Feast itself, or during the Octave.

These indulgences are applicable to the souls in Purgatory, and may be

gained in any parish church of the diocese where the Triduum is held.

"Be good enough, therefore, very rev. fathers, to give your pious

flocks, as far as may be in your power, an opportunity of testifying their

veneration for the heroic virtues of one of Ireland's greatest saints, and at

the same time of availing themselves of the spiritual treasures placed

within their reach by the Sovereign Pontiff.

"I^or must we forget the wants of our dear country on this solemn

anniversary. Kever did love of country burn more purely and fervidly

in human bosom than did love for Ireland burn in the soul of St. Laurence.

Every feeling of his heart was devoted to her welfare, and at the sacrifice

of his very life he made a last eflort for her happiness. That charity

which nerved him for every struggle in her service, lives yet, purer and

39
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holier than in the days of his exUe ; and now that he stands in the presence

of the King of kings, his po^rerful prayers will not fail us in our troubles,

provided the means -we employ to redress the wrongs of our unhappy land

be those which God can bless, and which St. Laurence, too, could bless,

were he once more among us.

" Believe me, yours sincerely,

"•t'EDWAED."

The archbishop also invited all the archbishops and bishops to a

grand banquet in honour of the occasion, and the Lord Mayor of the

City of Dublin likewise gave a banquet in the Mansion House to the arch-

bishops and bishops, as well as numbers of the Catholic gentry, in further-

ance of the celebration.

The following record of the first day's ceremonial, and report of the

saint's panegyric, delivered by Bishop Moran, is from the Freeman's

Journal of 15th November, 1880 :

—

Yesterday was celebrated in the Pro-Cathedral, Marlborough Street,

the seventh centenary of our great and patriotic Irish prelate, St. Laurence

O'Toole. A large number of the dignitaries of the Church lent the in-

fluence of their presence to the solemn occasion. The Eight Hon. the

Lord Mayor, attended by his chaplain, the Rev. Mr. Fee, C.C., and Mr.

Ambrose Plunkett, private secretary, and accompanied by many members

of the Municipal Council, in their robes of office, with the civic officers,

was present in state, and all the beauty and grandeur of the Church's

ceremonial tended to make the celebration memorable and impressive to a

degree befitting the day.

The Eector and stafi of the Catholic University were there, and an

enormous congregation of the faithful testified by their presence the love

and veneration with which the memory of the great prelate of the City of

the Pale is regarded.

His Grace the Archbishop of Dublin presided at the ceremonies, and

officiated at the High Mass.

There were present also :

—

His Grace the Most Eev. Dr. McGettigan, Primate of all Ireland.
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The Most Eev. Dr. Leahy, Bishop of Dromore.

The Most Eev. Dr. Conaty, Bishop of Eilmore.

The Most Eev. Dr. Nulty, Bishop of Meath.

The Most Eev. Dr. "Woodlock, Bishop of Ardagh..

The Most Eev. Dr. Logue, Bishop of Eaphoe.

The Most Eev. Dr. McEvilly, Bishop of Galway.

The Most Eev. Dr. Lynch, Coadjutor Bishop of Kildare and Leighlin.

The Most Eev. Dr. McCormack, Bishop of Achonry.

The Most Eev. Dr. Moran, Bishop of Ossory.

The Most Eev. Dr. Duggan, Bishop of Clonfert.

The Most Eev. Dr. Murray, Bishop of Maitland.

The Eight Eev. Dr. Fitzpatrick, Lord Abbot of Mount Melleray.

The members of the Corporation who accompanied the Eight Hon.

the Lord Mayor included :

—

Alderman Sir James W. Mackey, D.L., J.P., High Sheriff.

John Campbell, J.P.

Michael G. Keman.
John McDermott.

Hugh Tarpey, J.P.

John Gavan.

"William Meagher.

Councillors.

Sir William Carroll, M.D., J.P. Henry J. Gill, M.P.

Anthony O'Neill, J.P.

Ignatius J. Kennedy, J.P,

P. W. Long, M.D.

P. F. Bermingham.

Thomas Byrne.

Michael Lyons.

John Mulligan.

M. J. Ealph.

Mr. John Beveridge, Town Clerk.

A. T. Moore, J.P.

Eobert Callow, J.P.

Daniel Burke.

J. Doyle.

John Fleming.

Thomas Mayne.

George O'Neill.

Peter Finegan.

Mr. John G.Carroll, Citi/Marshal.

And the Sword and Mace Bearers.
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At a quarter to twelve o'clock, the bishops and the members of the

Diocesan Chapter assembled at the Presbytery, Marlborough Street, the

latter wearing choral dress and the vestments of their order. The follow-

ing members of the Chapter and clergy were present :
—

Very Eev. Mgr. Meagher, Y.G., D.D., P.P., Eathmines.

Very Rev. Andrew Quinn, V.G., D.D., St. Michael's, Kingstown.

Very Eev. Edward Kennedy, Y.G., P.P., St. James's, Dublin.

Very Eev. John Farrell, P.P., Booterstown.

Very Rev. Laurence Dunne, Y.G., P.P., Castledermot.

Very Eev. Walter Lee, Y.G., D.D., P.P., Bray.

Very Rev. Greg. Lynch, P.P., Blanchardstown.

Yery Rev. T. Pope, St. Andrew's, Westland Eow.
Yery Eev. Mathew Kehoe, Y.F., P.P., Balbriggan.

Yery Eev. James McMahon, P.P., St. Michan's, Dublin.

Yery Eev. William Brock, P.P., St. Paul's, do.

Yery Eev. Walter Murphy, P.P., St. Kevin's, do.

Yery Eev. John O'Eourke, Y.F., P.P., Maynooth.

Yery Eev. George Harold, Y.F., P.P., Wicklow.

Yery Eev. Gerald Molloy, D.D., Y.E., Catholic University.

Yery Rev. James Whittle, P.P., Dunlavin.

Yery Rev. Michael Doyle, P.P., Donnybrook.

Yery Eev. Patrick O'Neill, P.P., Clontarf.

Yery Eev. Wm. Walsh, D.D., Y.P., St. Patrick's College, Maynooth.

Yery Eev. James Lee, P.P., St Mary's, Haddington Eoad.

Yery Eev. Miles McManus, P.P., St. Catherine's, Meath Street.

Yery Eev. Nicholas Walsh, P.P.! D.D., Michael and John's.

Yery Eev. B. Fitzpatrick, Holy Cross, Clonliffe.

Yery Eev. Father Leahy, do. do.

Eev. M. Butler, B.D., do. do.

Rev. F. Hickey, P.P., Dundrum.
Rev. Mr. Hurley, St. Paul's.

Eev. M. A. Fricker, Adm.
Eev, Mr. Conlan, C.C.
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Eev. C. Eyan, C.C.

Eev. B. FarreU, C.C; and

Bev. Jolm Egan, Catholic University.

The Eev. Mr. O'Hea, C.C, officiated as Deacon at High Mass; the

Bev. Mr. O'llea, Sub-Deacon; and the Eev. Father Fricker, Master of

the Ceremonies.

His Eminence Cardinal Moran, Archbishop of Sydney, ascended the

pulpit, and preached the panegyric of the saint, selecting as his text the

words of St. Paul, 2 Timothy, iv., 7 :—
"I have fought a good fight ; I have finished my race; I have kept

the faith. As to the rest, there is laid up for me a crown of

justice."

During the course of a most eloquent and impressive discourse, his

lordship said it pleases God to raise up from time to time men full of this

spirit of the apostle, to adorn the Church, to show forth on earth the

wondrous gifts of the Eternal Pastor of our souls, and to break the Bread

of Life to the children of Christ. Such was the great patron of this

diocese, St. Laurence 0' Toole, whose seventh centenary they that day

celebrated. He was a great saint, a great bishop, a great asserter of the

liberties of the Church. In his life he gave daily proof of the highest

perfection, and of the heroism of Christian virtue. In his apostolate he

laboured in season and out of season to feed the flock entrusted to his

spiritual charge. As a faithful watchman on the towers of Israel, he

zealously warded ofi every attack, and fearlessly defended the rights and

asserted the liberties of the Church. And he, too, has entered on his re-

ward ; the fruits of his untiring labours remain; his praise is on the lips of

God's people; his throne is with the princes of the heavenly Jerusalem; his

bright, eternal crown is that of the glorious apostles of our Blessed Lord.

His Eminence then proceeded to sketch the life of St. Laxirence O'Toole,

from his birth in 1125, pointing out his advancement in piety as in years;

his untiring prayer ; his special devotion to the Blessed Virgin ; his peni-

tential life, rivalling the ancient hermits of the desert; his special devotion

to the souls in Purgatory ; and his unbounded charity, &c.
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The devotions concluded -with. Benediction of the Most Holy Sacrament

by his Grace the Archbishop. In the evening, solemn Pontifical Vespers

took place in the Cathedral, and the devotions were continued during the

two following days,

SECOND day's ceremonial.

On 15th November, 1880, the devotions of the second day of the

Triduum ordered by his Grace the Archbishop, in honour of St Laurence

O'Toole, commenced at 11 o'clock in the Pro-Cathedral, Marlborough

Street, with solemn High Mass, at which Yery Per. Walter Canon Murphy,
P.P., St. Kevin's, was celebrant, Eev. P. Fee and Rev. P. Farrell were

deacon and sub-deacon, with Eev. E. Conlan, master of ceremonies. His

Grace the Archbishop presided. Yery Rev. J. Canon Whittle, P.P., Dun-
lavin, and Yery Eev. Canon O'Neill were deacons at the throne. At the

conclusion of the High Mass the interesting ceremony of the installation

of two new canons took place—Yery Eev. J. Leahy, P.P., Sandyford, as

prebendary of the second portion of Tipperkevin, and Yery Rev. T.

O'Carroll, D.D., P.P., Ashford, as prebendary of Monmohenoc. The

ceremonies of the day concluded with Benediction of the Most Holy

Sacrament. Besides the clergy attached to the Cathedral, the rector and

students of Holy Cross College, the following attended the ceremonies :

—

Yen. Archdeacon Dunne, Y.G., P.P., Castledermot.

Yery Eev. M. Canon Kehoe, P.P., Balbriggan.

Yery Eev. J. Canon McMahon, P.P., St. Michan's.

Yery Eev. Canon Murphy, P.P., St. Kevin's.

Yery Eev. J. Canon Whittle, P.P., Dunlavin.

Yery Eev. M. Canon Brady, P.P., Narraghmore.

Yery Eev. Canon Walsh, P.P., SS. Michael and John's.

Yery Eev. M. Canon Doyle, P.P., Donnybrook.

Yery Eev. P. Cannn O'Neill, P.P., Clontarf.

Yery Eev. J. Canon Lee, P.P., Haddington Eoad.

Yery Eev. J. Canon Leahy, P.P., Sandvford.

Yery Eev. T. Canon O'Carroll, D.D., P.P., Ashford.
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The folio-wing names were accidentally omitted from the list of pre-

lates who attended on the Feast of St. Laurence O'Toole:—
Most Eev. Dr. Langan, Lord Bishop of Gouldburn, Australia.

Most Eev. Dr. GUlooly, Lord Bishop of Elphin.

Most Eev. Dr. Conway, Lord Bishop of Eillala.

COIfCLUSION OF THE TEIDUTJM.

On the 16th November, 1880, the solemn Triduum ordered by his

Grace the Archbishop, to honour the seventh centenary celebration of the

Feast of St. Laurence O'Toole, was concluded at the Pro-Cathedral,

Marlborough Street. The High Mass was celebrated by the Yery Eev.

J. Canon McMahon, P.P., St. Michan's. The deacons were Eev. M.

O'Hea and Eev. C. Eyan. His Grace the Archbishop presided, the

deacons at the throne being Yery Eev. M. Canon Doyle and Yery Eev.

P. Canon O'Neill, P.P., Clontarf.

After the High Mass the Te Deum, or Hymn of Thanksgiving, was

rendered with devotion and great effect by the students of Holy Cross

College, Clonliffe. The ceremonies terminated with Benediction of the

Most Holy Sacrament. The faithful could not fail to be impressed by the

grandeur of the function; and even a stranger who might, perchance, have

been present, could not but have felt that there was a majesty in the

ceremonial, and a language in the rite used by the Catholic Chxirch on

such occasions which spoke to the heart, and raised its aspirations to the

supernatm-al. The following members of the Diocesan Chapter attended

in the vestments of their order :

—

Yery Eev. Chancellor Kennedy, Y.G., P.P., St. James's.'

Yen. Archdeacon Dunne, Y.G., P.P., Castledermot.

Yery Eev. M. Archdeacon Kehoe.

Yery Eev. W. Canon Murphy.

Yery Eev. J. Canon McMahon.

Yery Eev. M. Canon Doyle.

Yery Rev. P. Canon O'Neill.
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Very Eev. K. Canon Walsh.

Yery Eey. M. Canon Brady.

Very Eev. J. Canon Leahy.

Very Rev. W. Canon Walsh, D.D., President, St. Patrick's College,

Maynooth.

Very Eev. Canon O'Carroll, D.D., P.P.

The following, taken from the Freeman s Journal of 19th and 20th
November, 1880, refers to the celebration of the Octave:

—

"The close of the Octave of the Feast of St. Laurence O'Toole was
celebrated yesterday, with due pomp, at the church in Seville Place, of

which he is patron saint. After the celebration of a solemn High Mass,

the Archbishop of Dublin laid the comer stone of a new convent of Sisters

of Charity, which is intended to be a memorial of the saint. The Most

Rev. Dr. MaoCabe, Archbishop of Dublin, presided at the Pontifical High
Mass, attended by the Rev. Canon Kehoe, P.P., Balbriggan; Rev. Canon

O'Neill, P.P., Clontarf ; and Eev. Canon Brock, P.P., St. Paul's. High
Mass was celebrated by the Most Eev. Dr. Murray, Bishop of Maitland

;

Eev. T. Anderson, C.C, St. Laurence O'Toole's, deacon; Eev. James

Mahon, C.C, St. Laurence O'Toole's, sub-deacon; Eev. Thomas O'DonneU,

P.P., St. Jiaurence O'Toole's, assistant priest; masters of ceremonies

—

Eev. B. Pitzpatrick, Clonliffe, and Eev. Michael Clarke, C.C, St. Laurence

O'Toole's.

" The Corporation did not attend in state, but the Eight Hon. the Lord

Mayor, M.P., was present during Mass, accompanied by Councillors

Anthony O'lSTeill, J.P., M. J. Ealph, Ignatius J. Kennedy, J.P., Alderman

Meagher, Councillor Fleming, Mr. Charles Kennedy, and other influential

hymen. The sermon was preached by the Eev. N. Walsh, S.J".

"On the conclusion of the sermon a forty days' indulgence was pro-

claimed to all present who should pray for the intentions of the Holy
Father and of the Archbishop, and for the well-being of the Church.

Benediction of the Most Holy Sacrament was celebrated by the Archbishop

of Dublin.
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"After Mass the Cardinal-Archbishop, in full canonicals, attended by

a procession of acolytes, clergymen, and members of the confraternity

attached to the church, proceeded through the adjoining street to the site

of the memorial convent of St. Laurence 0' Toole, the corner-stone of

which was to be laid by his Grace. The new convent, which wiU occupy

a site next the Presbytery in St. Laurence Street, will face the east end

of the church of St. Laurence O'Toole, and will be two stories high, built

of red brick, with limestone dressings. The stA'le selected is early English

or thirteenth century Gothic. The convent will provide accommodation

for twelve Sisters of Charity, with community-room, refectory, kitchen,

and oratory, or chapel. No more convenient position could be selected

for the convent, as it immediately faces the schools which are to be placed

iu charge of the Sisters of Charity. The architect is Mr. John L.

Eobinson, M.E.I.A., 198 Great Brunswick Street, Dublin, who, from his

experience in designing conventual buildings, has left nothing undone to

render the proposed convent one of the most perfect in the diocese. The

expense of the building will be about £4,000. The movement was origin-

ated, it will be remembered, a few months since, at which it was decided

that this convent would form the noblest shape which a permanent

memorial of St. Laurence O'Toole could take. A bazaar is in course of

organization for the purpose of recruiting the building fund, and it is

hoped that it will be received with sufficient sympathy to enable the works

to proceed swiftly to completion. The Archbishop and clergy made a

circuit of the foundations in solemn form ; his Grace then blessed the

comer-stone, and laid on the mortar with a silver trowel. The stone

having been adjusted in its place, his Grace addressed a few words to

those present, exhorting them to contribute ever so little weekly, accord-

ing to their means, xintil the convent should be completed, and reminding

them that God had a grand memory of deeds done in His honour. The

music of the High Mass—the Introit and Gradual proper for the day

—

and the Ordinary, the "Missa Cunihert," was well sung. The Offertoriiim,

"Cibavit eos," and the "0 Salutaris Hostia" (Keane), deserve special

mention. Mrs. Mahon (soprano), and Mr. James Mahon (basso), were
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assisted by professional and amateur vocalists, under the direction of Mr,

Andrew Keane, the organist of the church."

In taking leave of our readers, and closing this memorial record, we

are full of hope that the gloomy and disastrous epoch of our country has

passed—that the seven hundred years of spoliation, persecution, and op-

pression, borne by our afflicted people with such heroic patience and

unflinching fidelity as to deserve the title, " Nation of Martyrs," as truly

as she had once earned that of " Island of Saints," be succeeded in the

coming century by a new era of prosperity and progress. "We are no

longer an uneducated people. The fount of learning has been opened to

the thirsty Celt, and our present generation of young Irishmen, whether

as writers, orators, or men of science, abundantly testify the eagerness and

avidity with which we have quafied from the invigorating and enlighten-

ing spring. And what deduction do we draw from this? That an

educated people cannot for long be a nation of slaves. Again, the sur-

rounding nations can no longer be hoodwinked by the misrepresentations

and mendacious accounts propagated by English statesmen. They have

learned that our rulers have destroyed our manufactures, by interdicting

some and overtaxing others, and that their creatures, the large landowners,

have an unlimited power to tax our only remaining industry, our agricul-

ture. Even the most hardened are sometimes open to a sense of shame.

There is yet another and stronger ground of hope. In 1841 the population

of Ireland was over eight millions. It is now but five millions, after the

lapse of forty years. And where is the surplus, upon which we should

count ? In America, Australia, Kew Zealand, Canada, all through Eng-

land and Scotland, and in the heart of London, And when we reflect that

among these scattered millions there breathes the same burning love of

country, the same deep aspirations for their country's freedom, and the

same deep and inextinguishable hatred of her oppressor, we must con-

clude that it requires but a master hand to concentrate those mighty

aspirations into an irresistible focus, whose united force would shake the

empire of Great Britain, powerful though it be. Let us hope, then, that

we are on the upward path—that the dark clouds which so long shadowed
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our unhappy country have passed for ever; that religious freedom, church

disestablishment, and vote by ballot, will be followed by freedom of con-

tract, and the prohibition to pauperise our people by overtaxing their

industry, thus leaving us a nation of permanent beggars ; that, in fine,

our country may be soon blessed by a Home Legislature, the only sure

guarantee of a people's privileges or a nation's rights; and at length

realise the dying wish of one of her most ardent patriots,

—

"Take her place among the nations of the earth,"

and so warrant the writing of the long-deferred and the ardently-desired

epitaph.

May every year of the century coming behold her growth in piety

and temperance, her progress to true and rational freedom, and her ad-

vance to prosperity, so that, long before the celebration of the next

centenary of St. Laurence O'Toole, she may have realised the grand wish

of her own unrivalled poet by having become

—

" Great, glorious, and free !

First flower of the earth,

And first gem of the sea
!"

ARMS OF THE CLAN O'TOOLE.

(Crest and Device adopted from the Irish Brigade.)

Aems.— Gn., a lion passant—argent; signifying a course without relaxation.

Crest.—Two palms ; a cross, surmounted by a laurel branch, over a princely crown.

SuppoETEEs.—The shield, accompanied by two battleaxes and two Irish pikes ; under the

shield, two branches of shamrock—national symbol of Catholic Ireland.

Device.— "Yirtute et Tidelitate"—"Courage in battle and fidelity to faith and father-

land." Another branch has " Spero "— " I hope."

"^AE Cey.—"Fianac Aboo !"—"Victory to the Fenians !" "Clan Ui Tuathail Abool"

—

" Victory to the Clan O'Toole !"

Motto.—"Semper et ubiqne fidelis"—"Always and everywhere faithful."
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