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Summa theological, Pars Prima, 
Initial Questions 

 
By Saint Thomas Aquinas 

 
The Summa Theologica (or the Summa Theologiae or simply the Summa, written between 
1265 and 1274) is the most famous work of Thomas Aquinas (c. 1225–1274) although it 

was never finished. It was intended as a manual for beginners as a compilation of all of the 
main theological teachings of that time. It summarizes the reasonings for almost all points 

of Christian theology in the West, which, before the Protestant Reformation, subsisted 
solely in the Roman Catholic Church. The Summa’s topics follow a cycle: the existence of 

God, God’s creation, Man, Man’s purpose, Christ, the Sacraments, and back to God. 
This is part one of the Pars Prima (first part, or volume), consisting of the Initial Questions. 

 
Read by Jim Ruddy. Total Running Time: 12:44:37 

 

 
This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified 

without permission. For more information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org. 

 
Cover picture painting by Benozzo Gozzoli: San Tommaso d’Aquina, fra Platone ed 

aAristotele, trionfa su Averroe. 
 

Cover design by Maria Therese 
 

 

 S
u

m
m

a
 T

h
e

o
lo

g
ic

a
, 
P

a
rs

 P
ri

m
a
, 

In
it

ia
l 

Q
u

e
s

ti
o

n
s

 

 


